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Irish Barrister William Bulman
Working on Wisconsin Innocence Project

Perfectly Poured Pint.
Live Irish & Celtic Music.
Irish & Irish-American Fare.

9

Irish Brothers
Traditional Irish Pub

®

O'Bryan's Nine Irish Brothers is an award-winning
traditional Irish pub, recently named the Best Irish
Pub in the State of Indiana by Yelp and Buzzfeed.
We serve premium Irish food and spirits and have a
full bar and menu, with items ranging from salads to
steak to Irish favorites such as Guinness stew, shepherd's pie, and fish & chips.
Named by Diageo (parent co. of Guinness) as serving
the Best Pint in the USA in 2010.

Well-behaved patrons of all ages are welcome. Nine
Irish Brothers is proud to be smoke-free. We also
feature world-class, live Irish entertainment on most
weekend nights.

Three Locations to Serve You:
119 Howard Ave, West Lafayette, IN
near Purdue University
(765) 746-4782
3520 St. Rd. 38 E, Lafayette, IN (765) 447-0999
& 575 Massachusetts Ave, Indianapolis
(317) 964-0990
www.nineirishbrothers.com

What's a barrister from Ireland
doing in Madison Wisconsin?
That's what we asked Wiliam
Bulman BL, a practicing barrister
in Ireland who was in the Irish
Defense Forces for 23 years. He's
done a lot of traveling around the
world working on peace keeping, and supervising elections
for the European Union and the
OSCE.
It turns out he is here for
the Summer working with the
Wisconsin Innocence Project, a
programme that assists those
who have been wrongfully convicted of a crime or
crimes. "I've been a barrister since 2011, and I've always had an interest in these
types of cases. The Irish Bar
Council sends four barristers
to America every year on
scholarship to the Innocence
Project. One goes to Madison,
Wisconsin and I was selected
to be that person. The Remmington Centre based in the
university looks after the
Wisconsin Innocence Project that
I'm working with" said William.
The role for William is to look
at court cases where the defendants may have been wrongfully
convicted and who have applied
to the Wisconsin Innocence Project to look into their cases. "What
astonishes me is that the legal
system is so different in Ireland
compared to America. It's so different it questions the morality
of how people are treated here
compared to home. Here you
are assigned a public defender
that may or may not be competent to look after your case or
have the legal knowledge that is
required for specific cases that a
new client is being charged with.
In Ireland it doesn't happen like
that. For instance in Ireland it is
the Solicitor who selects the barrister that normally deals with
specific criminal offences such
as drug cases or murder cases,
and that same Barrister may not
know anything about fraud so
he would not be retained for that
particular criminal case. I think
the "one shoe fits all" way of de-

fense is questionable," explains
Mr. Bulman.
"But I also believe the whole judicial system should be brought
into question. The process is so
long and protracted that people
could be in custody for a long
long time. The issues of bail are
questionable. It doesn't bode well
for the lower and middle class
person from what I've seen since
I've been out here. If you have
money you get good justice, and
if you don't have money it's hit or

miss. I think it depends on your
color or race as well," Mr Bulman
continued.
"One of the cases I've seen here
was a person of one nationality
who spoke a certain dialect, and
they gave him an interpreter who
spoke a different dialect. And the
amount of time it takes to process
a case of someone who may have
been wrongfully convicted can
take six to ten years. One case I've
seen has taken 22 years!
There seems to be a huge
amount of obstacles put in people's way compared to Ireland.
In Ireland it's very streamlined.
In Ireland if you are in custody
you get priority. We don't say,
'oh, don't worry about him he's
in custody you know'. And the
appeals process seems to be
very convoluted as well," he
concluded.
Students are doing research
work on these cases and William
is here as a visiting barrister, and
he has been preparing cases that
go back to the attorneys that have
standing in the United States.
When you read this William

will be back in Ireland. Eighty
percent of his practice in Ireland is criminal defense. "Even
though some of my clients do
wrong, the question is should
the taxpayer end up paying
twice for their mistakes, or let the
wrongdoer contribute to society
by continuing to work, paying
taxes and then paying the money back? I believe in restitution
justice rather than locking them
up and forget about it. There is a
huge problem with the USA locking everybody up that they
can and the prisons are filling
up with people who could be
dealt with in different ways.
There doesn't seem to be an
appetite for restitution or
giving back to society. I think
everybody needs to look at
this for the future.
When asked what made
him come to America to do
this, Mr. Bulman stated, "I
have a great passion for people who have been wrongly
convicted, and I've been
like this for a long time. When
I was in the military I saw people being badly treated, being
bullied and being convicted of
misdemeanors, within the military system, and I have always
believed there has to be a better
way even though people need
to be held accountable for their
actions. I've seen this in Yemen,
and Pakistan - horrific things
- there's war crimes. I took the
opportunity to see a different
system at work, and to put these
beliefs into practice.
The other reason I am doing
this is that I intend to apply to
the International Criminal Court
in The Hague as a trial lawyer.
Mr. Bulman is planning ahead.
He believes there will be an
international criminal tribunal
for Syria that will be coming
up among other things and he
would like to put himself up for
the job of criminal defense.
With his military, background,
his work on foreign elections,
and at peacekeeping we think
he's got a good chance of working in Holland for a while!
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Lexia Kennedy Wins the World Title of Irish Music in Fiddle
Lexia Kennedy, 14, a student a Murphy
Roche Irish Music Club and School of Irish
Music in Burr Ridge, Illinois, has won the
world title of Irish music for fiddle solo. As
such, she joins an elite group of world champions Irish musicians as well as an even
more elite club who are champion Irish
musicians but not actually from Ireland.
When asked what she felt took her
to the top, Kennedy explains, “the
judges were looking for a trad style and
I provided that. There are some new
styles emerging and a number of the
competitors did go for that but I stuck
to my plan and kept my performance
very traditional.”
The competition, known familiarly
as the All Ireland and in Irish as Fleadh
Cheoil na hEireann, is held annually
in August in Ireland. There are 14-16
pre-qualified finalists who compete for
first, second and third in the world. This
is Kennedy’s second world title medal.
Her first was in the under age 12 category
for fiddle airs.
“Lexia’s work ethic and standard is beyond what most adults could bear,” says
Kell Chole, her primary instructor. “We
work on every bow stroke and nuance to
get them where they need to be and to find
the sound we’re looking for. Lexia delivers
every time. She practices with passion to

improve every aspect of her music. She
has been playing since she was 4 years old
and every year has brought exponential
increases to her skill level. And, finally, here
we are: a world title for a hard working,

go into the sound that is uniquely hers.”
Kennedy agrees and explains her style
further, “I have a bunch of fiddlers who
have influenced my playing: Liz Carroll,
Maurice Lennon, Seán Montgomery, MacDara Ó Raghallaigh, Oisín
Mac Diarmada and others. I
feel I have a little bit of each of
their styles plus a little bit of
Lexia and that adds up to my
own traditional style.”
The entire Fleadh experience was one of the best
Kennedy remembers of all
the years she has competed.
“This year I wanted to do
loads of sessions and I did.
The sessions are such a big
part of learning. You get to
meet new musicians and
record the tunes so you can
Lexia with dad and mom, Sam and Renita Kennedy. take home a little bit of the
event and keep working on
amazing girl.
the tunes you liked.”
“We’ve had the good fortune to be able to
While at the Fleadh, Kennedy also attendget help from the world’s greatest fiddlers ed Scoil Eigse, a weeklong intensive learning
so that what you hear when she plays is a opportunity for musicians. “I liked Scoil
gift from each of them into the stew pot. At Eigse;” it’s always my favorite part. I get
Murphy Roche, her teachers are myself, a to learn new tunes and play with kids my
flute player; Mike Chole, a banjo player; and age and skill level. This year I got to learn
Rory Chole, an accordion player, so there are different styles and techniques during the
elements of each of those instruments that week, since we switched teachers halfway
through the week. I became rather obsessed
with a reel called Christmas in America that
I learned from Oisín Mac Diarmada. It has
loads of chromatics and complexity.”
“The concerts were great,” says Kennedy,
“especially the Overseas Concert and the
Stockton’s Wing reunion. The Overseas is
always my chance to see people from all
over the world who are like me: we like
Irish music but we weren’t born in Ireland.”
One of heady experiences for the newly
minted world champion was the chance
to be on the Gig Rig (main performance
platform). “I got to play by myself this year,
which was so different from the other years
I’ve performed up there. The fact that I got
this opportunity was amazing. I also ended
up being interviewed by Kieran Hanrahan
on his Ceili House radio show. They wanted
to choose a few kids from the Scoil Eigse
classes for the chance to be on the show.
They picked me! It was pretty cool.”
“At the end of the day, Lexia’s support
system has taken her far,” says Chole. Her
parents, Sam and Renita, have invested in
taking her to Ireland every year she has
qualified for the All Ireland since she was
very small. They also permit me to take her
to Ireland during May annually to get some

Farewell, John McCain
Thank you for your service, your optimism, your acceptance of others, your
resilence, your point of view, your good
choices and bad, your sense of humor,
your candor, your loyalty, your reaching
out across the aisle, your guts, and your
fine example.

intensive work in and I can’t thank them
enough for offering that opportunity. All
these experiences have produced the musician you see holding the winner’s cup today.
Congratulations to this very special girl.”

847-721-2299
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From the
Motherland
By Sean Farrell

Irish Problems,
Irish Solutions

August is the silly season
politically with the politicians
on holiday, and any bad news
in the form of tax increases or
benefit cuts announced quietly
when there is no one to face the
public’s wrath. Not this year,
though, with the economy doing very nicely thank you and
no desire among politicians to
pick the public’s pocket with
an election perhaps not too far
away and the budget due early
in October the last of the three
under the confidence and supply
arrangement which has shored
up the minority government
since mid--2016.
There WAS a nasty surprise for
some, with letters posted over
the Bank Holiday weekend by
one of the country’s major banks,
the PTSB , informing 10,700
mortgage holders that their
loans were being sold on to a US
owned vulture fund. This move
was followed within the octave
by similar moves from two more
banks. Most of the mortgages
have been non-performing for
years, with only official regulations and political pressure
staying potentially thousands
of repossessions. Quite how the
new owners will treat their new
clients remains to be seen, but
they are unlikely to be as accommodating, or as pliable, as the
banks. Homelessness however
it originated, is currently a hot
political potato, with individual
cases in the news virtually on a
daily basis, so the prospect of
several thousand more being
added is not something the government will welcome. All the
more so since any repossession
of a family home carries with
it the spectre of eviction - toxic
in Ireland. Expect this issue to
“run” in the coming months.
Expect also some pre-election
manoeuvring. This has already

begun, with independent Minister Shane Ross proposing an allowance for grannies who mind
their grandchildren. More can
be expected as Budget Day approaches with the major parties
conscious that this budget could
be the last before an election as
well as the last before Brexit,
and who knows what might
( or might not) be available if
the worst were to happen on
that front. For Fianna Fail and
its leader Micheal Martin, the
stakes are particularly high. Fianna Fail continues to languish
behind Fine Gael in the polls (in
July they trailed 34 to 21) and
should they lose another election
it would be for an unprecedented third time. Some Fianna Fail
deputies have suggested there
should be no extension of the
current arrangement with Fine
Gael while Taoiseach Leo Varadkar appears to favour another
year. Looking at the polls, “Well,
he would, wouldn’t he?” There
are complications however, in
pulling the plug, not least being
that there appears little public
enthusiasm for an early election.
And who knows what else
is out there lurking in the long
grass? The best laid political
plans can go awry. Take the
Presidency, where both the major parties favoured endorsing
Michael D for a second term,
which would have meant no
expensive election campaign.
However Sinn Fein spoiled that
particular set up by announcing
it will contest, its candidate to be
announced in mid -September.
Some other independent candidates may also emerge. Michael
D has performed creditably ,
despite the odd faux pas like the
over-the-top tribute to Castro,
and appears likely to win any
contest ( he is the bookies’ strong
favourite), but may be damaged
by his age (he is now 77) and
his announcement in 2011 that
he would serve one term only.

While not necessarily indicative
of party support levels, apart
from Sinn Fein, any Presidential
contest could well throw up the
unexpected.
With the caveat that a hard
Brexit could fundamentally
change everything, the likely
main election issues are already
clear and predictable: Health,
the Homeless and Housing.
What’s equally predictable is
that, despite any resolutions or
commitments that the major
parties might make, the three Hs
will be with us for some time to
come. There are no easy or short
term solutions to any of them.
The Health issue is of particularly long standing. Former
Taoiseach Brian Cowen described it as “Angola”– because
of hidden land mines - and successive Health Ministers have
been unable to find solutions.
Health has been in crisis since
at least 1987, when, faced with
an earlier version of fiscal crisis,
a slash and cut approach was
undertaken in Haughey’s third
government. Wards were shut,
hospitals were closed, making a
precarious situation worse. The
three decades since have seen
monies thrown at the health
service – our per capita spend
compares well internationally
(we are the seventh highest in
the OECD) – but the combination of rising costs of medicine
and a rising population, up by a
third, has dissipated or negated
the extra cash spent. It should be
emphasised that the treatment
and facilities within the Irish
health service are excellent. The
problems are accessing the system, with long waiting lists and
an unsatisfactory current coexisting mix of public and private
health care. There is now cross
party consensus on Slaintecare,
a ten year programme to phase
in system reform and universal
health care, but ten years is a
long time…
Ten years is assuredly too long
to tackle the current Homeless
situation, which garners headlines daily. Ireland, like everywhere else, has always had its
share of marginalised homeless
people but the situation now

transcends this, with perhaps
ten thousand people (the numbers are a political football)
in temporary emergency accommodation, including many
families. The numbers represent
collateral and legacy damage
from the Crash. In Ireland the
strong desire to own rather than
rent a property, inter alia seen
as a gold plated investment,
led to several housing booms
and bubbles since the 1960s, the
last of which saw prices reach
unprecedented highs before collapsing spectacularly after 2007,
falling in some instances by up
to 50%. The decade since has
seen very little building activity
until recently. The recession and
the sharp rise in unemployment
depressed demand, while the application of new tighter controls
on credit, designed to head off
another housing bubble, acted
as a further damper on both the
new building sector and the second-hand house market, where
the traditional “trading up” by
homeowners on the lower rungs
of the property ladder all but
dried up.
The market is now recovering
- slowly - but remains skewed.
There is now plenty of demand
with nearly full employment and
a rising population but credit
continues to be in short supply.
The industry is gearing up again
and houses and apartments are
being built in increasing numbers but it is likely to be several
years before some equilibrium
is reached. One short term result has been a dramatic rise in
the cost of renting with the less
well- off struggling to cope. Factor in those unable to pay their
mortgages for whatever reason
and the cumulative effect has
been to push increasing numbers
to seek housing assistance. Not a
pleasant situation with an acute
shortage of social housing and
many therefore forced into hotel
accommodation paid for by the
local authorities. Time should
solve it but in the meantime
politicians are in for a rough
ride. Thus far radicals of either
hue have failed to exploit the
obvious opportunities. Could
this be about to change?
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Irish Fellowship Club Has Busy Summer

The Irish Fellowship Club has been very busy this
summer with successful events. On July 16, 2018, over
140 golfers participated in the golf outing at the beautiful
Beverly Country Club. The golf committee of Hon. Edward M. Burke, Eugene G. Callahan, Timothy Cavanagh,
Robert P. Flood, Patrick J. Heneghan, James E. Madden,
Timothy M. Sullivan, Michael T. Tierney, and John Patrick Wrenn, deserve credit for a great outing.
On Sunday, July 29, 2018, the Irish Fellowship Club
in conjunction with the Young Irish Fellowship Club,
the Gaelic Athletic Association, and Chicago Gaelic
Park sponsored an Irish sports day at Gaelic Park. Colm
Egan, Chicago Gaelic Games Development Officer, gave
an interesting and informative presentation about Gaelic
Football and hurling. The group then attended a senior
football semifinal match.
Upcoming events include a new members reception
at O’Brien’s on the Riverwalk. Anyone who joins the Club
prior to September 15, 2018, will receive an invitation. In
October, the Club is planning a presentation as part of
IBAM at the Irish American Heritage Center.
Info contact Kathy Taylor at KTaylor@fuseteam.com.

Join the Irish Fellowship Club!

New Member Application

____________________________________________________________________________
Last Name
First Name
Middle Name
____________________________________________________________________________
Street Address
____________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip
______________________________________ ____________________________________
Firm Name
Email Address
____________________________________________________________________________
Street Address
___________________________ ____ _________ ________________________________
City
State Zip
Occupation or Title
__________________________________________ ______________ ________
Credit Card #
Expiration Date
CVC #
Or you can mail this form with a $75 check for membership dues to:
The Irish Fellowship Club of Chicago
c/o Kathy Taylor
Mail to: Business £ Home £
P.O. Box 31604
Marital status: Single £ Married £
Chicago IL 60631
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Hello everyone,

Well, we are back after our
wonderful summer trip. Declan
and I got to play a lot of shows. It
looks like he needs to start up his
own fan club now. He also got to
experience a songwriting session
at Nathan Carter's house, in Enniskillen. Where he got the loan
of an accordion from Nathan
who told us there was a slight
leak in it. He said, "Declan if you
want to get it fixed you can keep
it". So, my cousin, Peter who can
fix just about anything, mended
the leak in about 10 minutes, and
we ended up with a beautiful Accordion for £40. That's all Nathan
would take for it. After which
he took us out for dinner. Where

“WE’VE ALWAYS BEEN GREEN!”
Show). Thank you Siobhainn and
Sean for doing the interviews at
such short notice. He also visited
the Irish American Heritage Center and did a video to promote
his show there on Saturday,
December 1st. Nathan likes to
pack plenty of work into his day.
So we wrote two songs also. One
I will feature for this months
song called 'Old Street Singer'.
We were searching for ideas to
write about and the subject came
up about the street singers or
buskers. No matter where you
go you'll find them singing and
pouring their musical talent out
around the world. Next thing
Declan came home from school
and was eager to play a piece of
music he had written and Nathan really liked it. It has a very
Celtic sound and we figure it will
turn into a beautiful ballad. So
I'm so happy for Declan, he now
has co-written two songs with
Nathan. While I'm dedicating
this segment to Nathan, I'd like
to wish him good luck on his new
single 'Whinny O'Neil'. Written
by Nathan and John Farry (John
is not just a manager, he's a very
accomplished songwriter and
performer). It's a song about Nathan's own family history. Last
but by no means least Nathan
was asked to perform for Pope
Francis at Croke Park. What a
great Honor. He'll be singing an
R.E.M. song called 'Everybody
Hurts'. And will be joined by a

I'm pretty sure he spent the £40
feeding us. I was raised by a very
caring and loving Family and I
can see that Nathan was raised
the same way. So that warm personality you see on and off stage
from him is the real deal.
After writing the last paragraph who landed in Chicago?
Nathan Carter and his manager
John Farry. He was here doing
some promotion for PBS TV.
Who signed him up recently.
So he'll be going nationwide
very soon. I was able to set up
an interview with Siobhainn
O'Connor (Mike O'Connor Radio
Show) and later on that day with
Sean Ginnelly and Tom Flannery
(Good Morning Ireland Radio

Because everyone
has a story.
Capturing the life stories
that matter through
personal interviews to
create books your whole
family will treasure.

memoirforme.com

Irish Artist, Groark Dever Philip
Prints
The Paradox of
the 6th Violation
38.00 Includes Shipping

$

14’’ wide by 11’’ high

www.groarkart.com
philipgroark@att.net
773-230-0867

choir of special needs children.
We wish you great success Nathan and I'm very proud to call
you my friend. As Daniel O'Donnell put it so well recently. "Nathan Carter has taken the Irish
Music Scene by storm, now it's
time we share him with the rest
of the world" - Daniel O'Donnell.
Amen to that.
Wishing success to Keelan
Arbuckle on his new album 'My Guitar' It includes the track
'When Big Tom Sang Gentle
Mother' written by Margo and
myself. Keelan is seventeen years

SEPTEMBER 2018
Gen. Philip Sheridan. I met up
with a cousin of Gerry O'Carroll
(Gerry lives here in Chicago).
His cousin, Ultan Lynch, and his
lovely wife Geraldine showed us
a very warm welcome. It turns
out that the house Sheridan
was actually born in was not
his family home. His mother
went into labor while walking
home and was taken into the
house where she gave birth in
1830. I was there with my cousin
James and his girlfriend Kathleen. And of course in true Irish
style no sooner had we entered

'Old Street Singer'

Written by Nathan Carter, John Farry, and Joe McShane
Chorus
Everybody loves an old street singer
You'll find him busking in every town
With a pocket full of change and a suitcase full of dreams
I wonder where he goes,,, when the sun goes down
Verse 1
Shifting to the beat of the footsteps on the street
Bringing smiles to the faces passing by
With a heart full of music
And a soul full of love
Brings a little joy into our lives
Verse 2
Some people keep on talking, some just keep on walking
Some join in and try to sing along
Some don't see him,
some don't even hear him
He's just caught up in the music and the song
Verse 3
From the rockin' Galway Quays to a buzzing Grafton street
From Piccadilly station to Times Square
You'll find these lads all over
Singing to the drunk and sober
Tip the man and show him that you care

old and definitely someone to
watch out for. He does a wonderful version of Noreen Bawn (you
can check it out on YouTube).
Also, my friend and co-writing
partner Jordan Mogey has a new
album out called - 'Love, Loving
You'. Jordan wrote all the tracks
with two very successful Nashville writers who really took a
shine to him and why wouldn't
they?. They are Kent Maxson and
George Smith (aka The Georgia
Quacker). So good luck Keelan
and Jordan. Two very talented
young men.
While on route to Enniskillen
a few weeks ago I decided to go
through Killinkere, Cavan. It's a
place I wrote about in a previous
column and the birthplace of

the Lynch's door than the kettle
was singing. We enjoyed a great
afternoon chatting. Ultan was
telling us a joke, he said "a local
man went to American once and
one of the neighbors said on his
return "when he came back he
was more stupid than he was
when he left Ireland," He said,
"When he came back he was
always guessing". Ha!Ha! It took
me a while to figure out what he
meant, then the penny dropped.
I do it myself saying "I guess so".
So my wife Margaret tells me at
least. Ha!Ha!
Here's hoping you have a
very pleasant and safe Labor
Weekend.
As always, be good to one
another. Joe
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LOW COST BLOOD TEST

(l to r): James and Mike Dooley, Mick Dooley and Jimmy Dooley.

Jimmy Dooley, 22, Dies Suddenly From a Neurological Illness
my had that extra, undefinable
Musician. Kind, Genuine Friend To All

charisma that vaulted him to
graduating when he died.
another rare level that the audiJimmy was passionate about ence - and the band itself - could
many things, most notably mu- see from the moment he walked
sic and performing. He had on stage. Many have said that
blossomed into an excellent and about him.
artistic guitarist, always explorJimmy’s smile was infectious,
ing. His voice was pure and and his laugh was contagious.
charismatic. He composed many His kind and generous spirit
beautiful songs which he per- was felt by all who met him. As
formed solo and with his groups, someone noted, “Everyone’s got
Blue Lagoon and Yard Sale.
their Jimmy story.” He could
He was also a four-year mem- get a laugh out of a brick wall.
ber of the Dooleys (the Dooley Jimmy’s graceful yet lanky walk
Brothers), a band comprised of was reminiscent of him setting
his father Jim, Uncle Mike and off on some great adventure. He
cousin Mick, performing at many was an inspiration to everyone
James A. “Jimmy” Dooley, 22, venues in the Chicagoland area, he met.
died on August 4, 2018, after including the Irish American
Jimmy is survived by his father
a brief but heroic battle with a Heritage Center. He was noted Jim and mother Anna Pries Dooley, his beloved younger
neurological illness.
Jimmy attended St. “Carry on through the light and the dark.
sister Claire (“two peas
Luke Parish School in What you did won’t pull Heaven apart.
in a pod”), grandmother
River Forest, as had his
Winnie Una Pries, unfather and uncles, and We’ll keep you dry, keep you safe from harm.cles Tom (Nancy), Dennis (Kirste), Bill (Judy)
his sister Claire. He
graduated from Oak Just you know, you’ll be safe in our arms.” and Mike (Trish) Dooley, and many other bePark & River Forest
From a song by Jimmy Dooley
loved cousins on both
High School in 2014,
sides of his family, inand the following autumn headed to Roosevelt Uni- for his quick wit and sponta- cluding the daughters of his late
versity in Chicago to pursue a neous banter that he swapped uncle Joe (Kate) Dooley. Funeral
degree in Media Studies. He onstage with his father. Besides mass was held at St. Luke Church
was one semester away from being a true music artist, Jim- in River Forest on August 10.

CBC $10; CMP $18; LIPID PANEL $15 TSH $20
Total PSA $25; Hemoglobin A1C $15 and more
We draw Blood, Do test, Give you the Result!
GROUPON Special on Wellness Blood Test
with Doctor visit $49
WWW.BloodTestinChicago.com
UNILABINC, 418 N.AUSTIN Blvd, OakPark IL

708-848-1556
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Ninety-Eight years young, John Hunt traveled to Croke Park in Dublin, Ireland to
see Limerick beat Galway for the 2018 All-Ireland Hurling Championship.
In 1959 John helped found the Limerick Hurling Club in Chicago. He is the honorary
president of the Chicago GAA.
He is pictured here holding the Liam McCarthy Cup.
John is from Athea, Limerick and emigrated to the United States as a youth.
He was on hand in 1940 in Ireland on another occasion when Limerick won the cup.
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Generation
Next
By Conor O’Connor

Reflections of a College Student

Nineteen is a weird age. You’re a
legal adult, but you sure as heck don’t
feel like one. You’re past puberty, but
still not fully independent. You want to
leave the nest and stretch your wings,
but you don’t want to leave your family
behind. In the middle of it all is college.
College is paradoxical. Many people
start their college journey with a pretty
solid idea of what they’d like to study
and the kind of career they’d like to
pursue. Many others come in with an
“undecided” major and no clear-cut
career path. As time goes on, however,
these two groups oftentimes switch
positions. Those who had a clear image
of what they’d like to do find out one
way or another that the major they
chose isn’t going to fit their personal
needs and desires. On the other side of
the aisle, many people who came into
college with little academic direction
start discovering themselves and what

they’re passionate about. Both groups
of students grow tremendously as
human beings in a very short period
of time.
When I was five, I had a go-to answer
when people asked me what I wanted
to be when I grew up. My answer was
usually a little different than the typical response. It wasn’t “A firefighter!”
or “An astronaut!” Not me. No, I’d
usually respond by yelling “I don’t
wanna grow up!” before running away,
terrified at the mere mention of getting
older.
This former fear of mine came up in a
conversation I had with my parents recently. They were always astonished at
how afraid I was of the future, despite
knowing little about the challenges
that come with growing up. Actually,
up until having this conversation with
them, I had almost completely forgotten about my childhood phobia. At

some point down the line, my go-to answer had changed from “I don’t wanna
grow up!” to “I want to be an inventor
when I grow up!” After realizing that
scientists need to have a solid background in math and science (shocker, I
know), my goals and aspirations for the
future shifted into a nebulous realm of
uncertainty. I entered Saint Louis University as a History major. Gradually,
with some self-reflection and a little bit
of soul-searching, the haze surrounding who I’d like to be has begun to
lift. As I go forward with pursuing a
major in Political Science and a minor
in Spanish, hopefully that fog will lift
entirely. If it doesn’t, I know I’ll need
to look a little harder, and that’s okay.
Finding a vocation is no simple task.
Then, of course, comes the matter of
“leaving the nest.” I was lucky enough
to grow up in a peaceful, nurturing
environment with parents that cared
deeply about me and my siblings. Because of this, saying goodbye to them
every year is probably the hardest part
of my college experience. Summer is
just long enough to readjust back to
living at home, and then by August you
have to say goodbye all over again. On
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top of that, I know that every summer
I spend at home brings me a summer
closer to leaving the house for good.
Don’t get me wrong, I love living in
St. Louis, but nothing really compares
to living with the people that love me.
When I talk to (real) adults about
what’s going on at school, they oftentimes get a misty look of longing in
their eyes. If I had a nickel for every
time I heard someone say “My college
years were the best years of my life,”
I’d have a lot of nickels. People seem
to forget the challenges that come with
living away from home. Homesickness,
laziness, addiction, mental illness, and
indecision plague every college campus. College can be fun at times, sure.
But, more than anything, going away
for school is a growing experience.
My experience thus far at Saint Louis
University has helped me become a
better student, develop as a leader, and
grow as a person. I try to take the good
with the bad and understand that, by
the time I graduate, I’m going to be a
stronger person for overcoming the
obstacles in my path. At the end of the
day, making it there should be the goal
of every college student.
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Raise your hand if you are a fan
of saving time and money.
Now raise your hand if you are
a fan of incorporating a lot of fruit
and veggies into your diet.
I, for one, am a huge fan of all
three! I am also a big fan of sharing
all my tips and tricks to help you
get the most bang out of your buck.
Two months ago I shared my city
app hacks. Last month was my top
favorite bottomless brunch spots
around Chicago (If you missed
these articles, see www.irishamericannews.com to check them out!).

“WE’VE ALWAYS BEEN GREEN!”

Ever since switching to a more
health conscious lifestyle (about
a year ago), I have found that my
body runs it’s best on whole, clean
(low processed) food.
These whole foods supply me
with clean energy. Clean energy
that not only helps my body operate at its highest potential, but also
provides a major positive impact
on my mental clarity.
Everything we ingest is fuel for
our bodies and our minds. Why
not fill it up with the best fuel out
there? Would you put low grade

NEW TO THE AIRWAVES!
Windy City Irish Radio
with your hosts Mike Shevlin and Tim Taylor

Every Wednesday Evening: 8 - 9pm
WSBC 1240 AM Chicago
and

WCFJ 1470 AM Chicago Heights
Tune in live each week for the best of Irish culture celebrating music,
books, theater and the arts appealing to all ages in the Irish community.
Visit our website at http://www.windycityirishradio.com/
Or, like us on Facebook

gasoline in a premium vehicle?
No. So why are we treating vehicles better than we treat our own
bodies?
As most of you already know,
organic products may restrict the
use of certain pesticides and fertilizers in farming.
According to Wikipedia, organic
farming in general features practices that strive to cycle resources,
promote ecological balance, and
conserve biodiversity. In general,
organic foods are also usually
not processed using irradiation,
industrial solvents, or synthetic
food additives.
Because of this, I try my best to
buy organic produce and meat.
However, living a full organic
lifestyle can be quite pricey.
For a young, independent girl
who lives in the city, organic food
doesn’t always fit within my
monthly budget. To help with this,
I follow the Dirty Dozen/Clean Fifteen guideline (which I have listed
at the end of this lovely article).
Here is a tip how this city sale
savvy lady saves on organic produce by purchasing a bi-weekly
box from a service called Imperfect
Produce.
I received a flier for this company a few months ago. Like most
random pieces of mail that are
marked to “Our Neighbor”, I was
just about to throw it away when
I noticed the fun, colorful, quirky
produce pictured on the front. I
flipped the card over to read what
it was all about.
This service delivers fresh (organic or conventional ) produce to
your doorstep at a fraction of the
price that one would find roaming
the isles at the grocery store.
“Imperfect fights food waste by
finding a home for ‘ugly’ produce.
We source it directly from farms
and deliver it to customers’ doors
for 30-50% less than grocery store
prices. Our subscription produce
box is affordable, convenient, customizable, healthy, and delicious.
But Imperfect is bigger than just
the box. By eating ‘ugly,’ you’re
helping build a more sustainable
and effective food system. You’re
helping fight food waste. You’re
ensuring farmers are rewarded for
their full harvest with less wasted
land, fossil fuels, and water. You’re
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improving access to healthy food.
You’re creating fulfilling careers
for employees. With every bite
into a misshapen apple or crooked
carrot, you’re helping shape our
world for the better.” - Imperfect
Produce
Paying 30-50% less than grocery store prices, supporting local

ral=389984
Before fully wrapping up this
month’s article, I would like to
share one last thing.
Since not all produce is farmed
and grown the same, it can be
tough navigating which is best to
buy organic and which is okay to
save money on (by buying con-

farmers, helping food waste, AND
being able to fully customize each
box, I just knew that I had to try
it out!
Produce is deemed “ugly” based
on their size, asymmetry, scarring,
lack of consumer market, discoloration, or simply because there
is a surplus.
Ordering from them is very convientant and easy. When it is time
to customize your box, Imperfect
Produce will send you an email
directing you to your account.
Each box is fully customizable,
with a plethora of produce to
choose from. Their items change
each week depending on the seasons, but typically offer a menu of
30-40 items for each conventional
and organic boxes. You are even
able to mix and match!
I personally love that I am able
to switch up the size of my order
and the delivery schedule whenever I want.
Another great thing about this
service is if you decide you no
longer wish to receive it, Imperfect
Produce makes it easy to cancel or
you can skip any box - right from
their website by heading over to
www.imperfectproduce.com to
check out what they are all about
and see if they deliver to your area!
If you decide to jump on this
bandwagon, feel free to use my
code to receive $10 off your first
box! https://www.imperfectproduce.com/register.php?refer-

ventional). For this reason, I follow
the Dirty Dozen; Clean Fifteen
guideline.
Taken from ProduceRetailer.
com, the “guide” is based on
analysis of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Pesticide Data
Program (PDP) report, which is
published annually. The USDA
and Environmental Protection
Agency work together to identify
foods to be tested for pesticides on
a rotating basis.
The group identified the following items on its “Dirty Dozen” list
of produce with the most pesticide
residue (produce you should opt to
buy organic): Strawberries, Spinach, Nectarines, Apples, Grapes,
Peaches, Cherries, Pears, Tomatoes, Celery, Potatoes, Sweet Bell
Peppers
Here are the items the EWG
identified for its “Clean 15,” which
report the least likelihood to contain pesticide residue (making it
okay to buy conventional): Avocados, Sweet Corn, Pineapples,
Cabbages, Onions, Sweet Peas,
Papayas, Asparagus, Mangoes,
Eggplants, Honeydews, Kiwis,
Cantaloupes, Cauliflower, Broccoli.
Thanks for reading! I hope you
all have a wonderful month!
I'm on Instagram - @ginginthecity - for healthy recipes, tips, tricks
& my every day shenanigans!
Comments, questions, email me
at catherine@gingerinthecity.com.
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Don’t miss Nathan Carter’s unique blend of Celtic, country,
and pop when he returns to Chicago this December!

Celtic Country

Featuring guest artists:

Joe & Declan
McShane

CHICAGO’S

IRISH AMERICAN HERITAGE CENTER

Saturday, December 1 at 8:00 pm
Tickets: nathancarter.ca • 773-282-7035
“He has taken the Irish music scene by storm.
Now it’s time we shared him with the rest of the world.”
Daniel O’Donnell
Presented by Attila Glatz Concert Productions
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Clutter Buster
By Rita Emmett

Procrastinate No More!
If it takes less than two minutes, do it now.
When you have chaos and
clutter in your work or living
space, you have chaos and clutter
in your mind and in your heart.
That’s a fact.
~~ Rita Emmett,
The Clutter-Busting Handbook

20 ClutterBusting Ideas

One of our perceptive readers,
Margaret, wrote to say my column
once a month reignites a spark
within her that reminds her to get
out her mental megaphone and
shout, "I have the 'itch to pitch, the
urge to purge, the call to dump it
all' "!!!
Her email continued with “That
provides motivation to just do
‘something’, even if it isn't 'everything’, ‘something’ helps”.
In an effort to reignite within
YOU a spark to give you that
itch, that urge or that call, here
are 20 Clutter-Busting ideas. And

as Margaret said, nobody can do
everything, so see if you can begin
to make a habit of just one or a few
of these ideas.
1. If you haven’t used it in a year,
get rid of it.
2. Every day, before turning on
your computer, toss or put away
three things on your desk.
3. When you buy 1 thing, get rid
of 1 thing. (a toy for a toy, a shoe
for a shoe)
4. Glance over your left shoulder
every time you leave a room. Pick
up the clutter you spot and take it
with you to where it belongs.
5. Decide now. Clutter is often
caused by putting off decisions.
6. Make a place for everything,
such as special papers, and each
child’s school papers. Make a
place for gadgets, tools, games
and so forth.
7. Put everything in its place.
Teach your family to put things
where they belong. (One way to
teach kids this habit: “If everything
is where it belongs, you can come

with me to the mall or you can
watch TV. If not, you can’t.”)
8. If you take it out, put it back.
9. Ask a “non-clutter friend” to
help you sort through your closet
or other clutter. Some people
will be delighted to help you
de-clutter. All you need from them
is help in deciding what to
keep or not keep.
10. Take five minutes whenever
you can to tackle a small section
of clutter (or do it during the
commercials of the first hour of
watching TV).
11. Find a person or organization
that will love & cherish your stuff
as much as you do. That makes it
easier to say good-bye to things
you don’t use or need.
12. Decide on one place to put
your keys (a hook or bowl near
the door, a certain section of your
purse) and cultivate the habit of
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putting them there always.
13. Live simply so that others
might simply live.
14. When you want to buy something – no matter how sensational
or adorable it is – think if you
have a place to put it. Even if it’s
the greatest bargain in the world,
don’t buy it if you don’t have a
place for it. What a life changing
way to think!
15. Always open mail next to a
wastebasket. Get BIG wastebaskets
for every place in your home where
papers and clutter accumulate.
16. Never leave a room empty-handed until the only things
in the room are ones that belong
there.
17. Never go up or down stairs
empty-handed as long as there is
something that should be taken
up or down.
18. Have company over once in

a while so the home gets cleaned.
19. When de-cluttering a room,
start at the doorway & go right or
left. Then if you’re interrupted, you
can see where you stopped.
20. Don’t de-clutter & clean the
same day. You might keel over,
poor thing.
Just making one of these habits
a regular part of your day will
impact the amount of clutter in
your life.
Happy Clutter-Busting.
Rita Emmett is a "Recovered
Pack Rat", Professional Speaker,
and author of The Clutter-Busting Handbook,
To subscribe to her free monthly “Anticrastination Tip Sheet”,
go to her website www.RitaEmmett.com
To contact her: 847-699-9950
or REmmett412@aol.com.

Rest in peace Maureen Clancy of Moe's Tavern, 2937 N Milwaukee Ave. Maureen died of breast cancer
at age 56. Shown here with her brother, Bill Clancy.
www.galwayarms.com

galwayarms@gmail.com

The Galway Arms

2442 N. Clark Street, Chicago 60614 (773) 472-5555

CHICAGO’S HOME FOR TRADITIONAL IRISH MUSIC

Ofﬁce 773.935.4466
Voice Mail: 773.687.5181
Cell: 773.704.4250
Efax: 781.609.9527
Lakeview
1457 W Belmont
Chicago IL 60657

Sunday: The Galway Arms Sunday Session
featuring Paddy Homan and friends
Tuesday: Pat Quinn and friends*
Wednesday: Pauline Conneely and friends*
Thursday: Rachel Gribben and friends*
Upstairs Wedding and Wedding Rehearsal Dinners
773-472-5555 Soul of Ireland, Heart of Chicago
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Cruise the Chicago River

with Enda Kenny and the Ireland Network Chicago!
The Ireland Network Chicago is honoured to welcome former Taoiseach of Ireland Enda Kenny and Dublin’s Lord Mayor Nial
Ring! It will be an amazing evening of sights and sounds for sure. Dinner nibbles (sponsored by Farmhouse) and an open bar
will be available. And, be sure to get in on the raffle with some fantastic prizes like tickets to the Ireland v. Italy rugby match,
hotel stays, 2019 IN Ball Tickets and much more! Raffle tickets will be $10 each or six (6) tickets for $50.
All proceeds from the raffle will be donated to the ONENESS Project.
Your tickets for the Cruise are $89 for IN members and $99 for non-members. Tickets must be purchased online in advance.

theirelandnetwork.com/events/in-oneness-boat-cruise

Be sure to check out the other ONENESS Project events including the Business Networking Lunch on Wednesday 19th September at
Chicago Cut. This lunch, sponsored by Ernest & Young, will showcase innovation and technology projects from seven
Chicago Colleges and will be hosted by Enda Kenny!

theirelandnetwork.com/events/oneness-luncheon

And, don’t miss out on the ONENESS Gala where all proceeds will go to the O’Connell GAA Club & School!
This event will be held at The Drake on Thursday 20th September.

irelandfunds.org/event/oconnell-gaa-club-school-oneness-gala-2018

The ONENESS Project will serve the O’Connell GAA Club & School based in Dublin. Proceeds will be used to secure the GAA club
grounds as playing fields for future generations of the club and the inner city schools, as well as supporting everyday activities.
For full details go to the ONENESS Project.

www.scoilgaa.com/oneness-gala-2018

Sign up today, this event will sell out!
On Wednesday 19th September from 6:30pm – 9:30pm
we will cruise down the gorgeous Chicago River on the famous Ft. Dearborn boat.
( Be sure to arrive at the dock no later than 6:15pm for boarding. The boat will leave the dock at exactly 6:30pm.)
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Cruise, Dance & Network With Oneness in Chicagoland
Chicago’s Ireland born Irish
peaked in 1900, yet in the century that followed, steady immigration from the Emerald
Isle combined with a new generation of American born Irish,
pushed up the Celtic population
in Chicago and its suburbs to

global and less tribal, Ireland
itself has come to embrace sons
and daughters of distant shores
and with it faced challenges to
provide opportunity, education
and cultural inclusion for a
changing, dynamic, inner-city
population. The O’Connell

Sean O’Leary

President
O’Leary Law and Policy Group LLC
Specializing in Liquor Law

773 490-6738
www.irishliquorlawyer.com
sean.oleary@olearylgroup.com
make the region one of the most
important Irish areas outside
Ireland. The City of Broad
Shoulders was indeed a city
built on the shoulders of Irish
and other immigrants.
As the world becomes more

GAA Club and primary and
secondary schools have a rich
tradition of building character,
teamwork, passion and personal
achievement while providing
opportunity to Dublin’s most
at risk youth. In 2017 after a de-

City Colleges of Chicago. Juan
Salgado, Chancellor of the City
Colleges and Jeff Donoghue,
Chief of Staff have been working closely on the competition.
Accenture will be monitoring
and mentoring the students
throughout the competition and
will give 360-degree feedback.
The competition will be judged
by Enda Kenny—former Prime
Minister of Ireland, Kevin Willer
of Chicago Ventures and Kristin
McGregor—Director of Global
Brands at Google Chicago.
Winners will be presented with
awards and prizes for each of
the following categories: Best
Transatlantic (Chicago-Dublin)
Business Idea; Best Social/
Cultural Initiative; and Best
Technology Business Idea.
September 19th - Evening:
Ireland Network
Oneness River Cruise
The Ireland Network is collaborating with the Oneness
events and hosting a Chicago
River Cruise the evening of the
19th September from 6:30pm
to 9:30pm. The Oneness River Cruise will be an added
networking opportunity for
business people attending the
events. They will be raffling off
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tickets for the Ireland versus
Italy Rugby game in Soldier
Field - proceeds of the raffle will
go to the Oneness fundraiser.
Enda Kenny will also be joining
the cruise.
September 20th
Evening: Oneness Gala
Drake Hotel, Chicago
A Champagne and Cocktail
Reception will be held at 6:30
pm followed at 7:45 pm by
the Gala Dinner and entertainment, at the Drake Hotel,
140 E. Walton Place, Chicago,
IL 60611. Over 400 guests will
be joined by Keynote Speaker
Enda Kenny, former Taoiseach
(Prime Minister of Ireland)
along with special guests: Nial
Ring, Lord Mayor of Dublin;
Chicago Mayor, Rahm Emanuel;
Illinois Senators Billy Lawless
and John Cullerton and a number of dignitaries. Famous Irish
Violinist Patricia Treacy will be
performing.
For information or to purchase a
table at the Oneness Gala visit: IrelandFunds.org https://irelandfunds.org/event/oconnell-gaaclub-school-oneness-gala-2018/
View the video to learn more
about the O’Connell GAA Club
& School and their project.

cade long resurgence of growth
for the schools and club, it was
decided that the future of the
organization was dependent on
efforts to shore up its financial
and physical footprint.
The Oneness Gala and surrounding events that will take
place in Chicago this September
18th through 20th, endeavor to
not only raise funds to secure
the GAA Club grounds in Dublin and provide funding for the
O’Connell primary and secondary schools, but also to bring
together Chicago and Dublin in
celebrating Irish heritage while
providing opportunity for new
generations both here in Chicago and in Dublin. Networking
events, an entrepreneur competition and the Gala itself will embolden the concept of Oneness.
Former Prime Minister Enda
Kenny, Actor Colm Meaney,
The Ireland Funds, The Ireland Network, Senator Billy
Lawless, The Concord Group,
World Business Chicago, Senator John Cullerton, Finance
Director-Senate Democratic
Victory Fund Liz Nicholson
Sullivan, Ernst & Young, the
City Colleges of Chicago, Notre Dame’s Mendoza School of
Business, Accenture, Chicago
Ventures, Google, Mayor Rahm
Emanuel, Chicago Cut and The
Drake have all graciously embraced the Oneness Gala and
Events.
Scheduled Oneness Events
September 18th - Day:
Notre Dame's Mendoza
School of Business will provide
a tour of the grounds and the
opportunity to meet the Dean
and the Irish Studies Faculty
members and other ND alumni
for Oneness Gala organizers and
Senator Billy Lawless.
September 19th – Ernst &
Young Business Networking
Lunch, Chicago Cut 11:30am—
2:00pm
A three course Business
Lunch, at Chicago Cut, 300
North LaSalle in Chicago, will
incorporate a student busi- This monument was dedicated and placed in Ireland in August near
ness innovation competition the Owencarrow Viaduct where the grand parents of Shannon Rover,
conducted through the seven Danny Boyle, died in a train accident in 1925.
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We would like to thank all of our supporters, patrons, sponsors and esteemed guests for
their generous participation and involvement in our events this September.

BUSINESS
NETWORKING LUNCH

WITH DINNER AND ENTERTAINMENT

BUSINESS INNOVATION COMPETITION
in association with the
CITY COLLEGES OF CHICAGO

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
Former Prime Minister of Ireland
ENDA KENNY

Chicago Cut Steak House,
Wednesday, 19th September 2018
at 11:30am

ONENESS GALA

The Drake Hotel, Chicago
Thursday, 20th September 2018
at 8:00pm

For tickets and sponsorship opportunities visit
www.IrelandFunds.org
or contact: sheilakelly@oneness2018.com

WE CELEBRATE OUR HISTORY, OUR PRESENT AND OUR FUTURE
IN PEACE, HARMONY AND UNITY AMIDST DIVERSITY.
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erator of the building, but not to
those who inspect and maintain
the elevators. They are governed
by the ordinary standard of care.
Interestingly, this means that a
building owner may have higher
liability for an elevator defect
This is the next of a series of columns on how the law can impact than the professional it hires to
your life. Each month we will focus on various aspects of the law take care of the elevators.
relating to personal injuries, those that happen both on-the-job and Defective Sliding Doors
One claim that has frequently
otherwise, including mishaps which occur in driving vehicles, using
products and receiving medical care. The column will also respond been seen by our office in both
commercial and construction
to legal questions relating to personal injury that are sent to us.
HealyScanlon, formerly The Healy Law Firm, is comprised sites is defective sliding doors.
of eight trial attorneys, two of whom are from Ireland. We are Doors which close too fast, or
located downtown at 111 West Washington Street, Suite 1425, with too much force, or which do
Chicago, Illinois 60602 (800-922-4500 or 312-977-0100). www. not have an adequate safeguard
HealyScanlon.com. The firm concentrates in the representation if a passenger is in the entrance
of injured victims of all types of accidents.
and could come in contact with
the door, can cause injury. ElevaInjuries on Elevators
tors doors may be required to be
Those of us who work or live equipped with a sensor panel or
in high-rise buildings, or fre- “cat’s eye” to prevent someone
quent multi-level buildings like from being injured if they are
shopping malls, airports or large in the threshold. Alternatively,
schools often rely on elevators elevator doors which close very
for regular transportation. In slowly and with very little force
most downtown office buildings, may be able to safely operate
stairs are unable to be used, ex- without any sensor, as there is
cept in emergencies, even if an adequate warning that the doors
individual is only trying to travel are closing and a much lesser
between a floor or two. Eleva- chance of injury.
tors, like all machines, must be
In some older buildings, swing
designed and maintained so that type doors which may have a
they are reasonably safe, or they tendency to cause crush injuries
can cause a serious hazard to or pinching injuries of the fingers
users. For that reasons, various and hand may also be common.
strict regulations and safety rules While building owners should
exist for them.
attempt to remedy any hazard,
Elevators are
users must also be careful around
Common Carriers
such swinging doors.
Elevators, open to the public Elevator Drops
A particularly frightening situaare, under the law, like buses,
taxicabs, trains and planes, con- tion exists if an elevator descends
sidered “common carriers.” As at too rapid a speed. This can
such, the owner/operator owes result from a counterweight
the highest duty of care to its malfunction or improper control
users. Failure to meet that duty input. If the elevator falls too
is negligence. The highest duty fast, a passenger may be thrown
of care extends to the owner/op- to the floor or against the elevator
walls. In one extreme example,
an elevator in a New York high
rise fell from the 46th floor to
the basement impacting at 1,000
feet per minute. The impact
caused significant, but fortunately non-fatal, leg and knee injuries
to the passenger.

Mis-Leveling

Another common cause of
elevator injuries is mis-leveling
- where the floor of the elevator
does not come to rest flush with

the floor of the building. This
can cause a tripping hazard if
the passenger does not notice
the difference in height. If this
is a recurring problem and the
building is on notice, liability may flow from a failure to
properly maintain and repair
the elevator. Depending on the
composition and design of the
elevator floor and the building
floor, the height difference may
not be immediately apparent. A
safety strip may alert passengers
as to the end of the elevator
platform.
If an elevator becomes stuck
between floors and significant
difference in height exists, do not
attempt to exit the elevator without the assistance of emergency
personnel. Should the elevator
start moving again, serious injury could occur.

Elevator Regulations
And Safety Rules

Because of the danger that can
occur from elevator accidents,
strict governmental regulations
and industry safety standards
exist to try to ensure safety
during their use. For instance,
elevators are supposed to be
inspected by a governmental
inspector at least once a year; in
some jurisdictions, twice a year.
Some buildings will also hire an
independent outside vendor to
also inspect the elevator. Rules
also exist as to closing speeds of
the doors, amount of force exerted by the door, and the speed
of the elevator ascending and
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descending. Freight elevators
or elevators used during construction may have additional
safety rules - such as an audible
signal before the doors close or
even the necessity of an elevator
operator to assist and make sure
workmen are not caught in the
elevator.
Typically, the age of an elevator will dictate what rules need
to be followed. An elevator installed in 1980 will have different
requirements than an elevator
installed in 2010. Another key
consideration is the type of use
of the elevator. Whether it is
being used residentially, commercially or for construction or
freight activities will also affect
an elevator ’s safety requirements.
Elevator accidents are, of
course, the exception and not the
rule - so you should not hesitate
to ride elevators throughout
your day. However, if an injury
occurs and you believe something may have gone wrong
with your elevator, you should
early on discuss the matter with
an attorney.
By: Martin Healy, Jr. and

Dennis M. Lynch
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On Sunday August 13th, 1995,
speaking to a crowd in Belfast,
Gerry Adams said: ‘Let no one
tell you that we won't have Irish
unity—we will. Let no one tell
you that all our political prisoners
will not be released—they will.
Let no one tell you that we will
not break the British connection,
because we will’.
Twenty-three years later, only
one of the certainties that Adams
asserted has come to pass: IRA
prisoners were released under
the provisions of the Good Friday Agreement. Fulfillment of
the other two pronouncements,
which were the alleged reasons
for the IRA campaign (1969-1994),
has yet to happen.
IRA prisoners got the release
they demanded promptly since
prisoner release was a tangible
concession that both sides could
make during the peace negotiations. Both sides used those concessions to help to sell the peace
agreement to their hardliners.
From the point of view of the
paramilitaries, prisoner release
entailed no loss of ground. Meanwhile the constitutional shift and
national aspirations held by a
broad swathe of the electorate
has been put in the pending file.
Let us not pretend that those
aspirations were easy to deliver,
still less easy to deliver swiftly, in
a polity where a mutually exclusive set of constitutional aspirations are fervidly held. Absent a
dramatic sea-change in unionism,
cutting the British connection
remains almost impossible to
countenance. Unsurprisingly,
then, the vehicle set in forward
motion towards Irish unity has
largely become stuck in first gear,
and has often been forced to yield
right of way.
To someone born in working
class Derry or Belfast in 1985, Adams’ rhetoric may have sounded
rousing in the mid-1990s. Today
that person is 33 years old and
is able to more independently
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form his or her own judgements
about Republican leaders’ ability
to deliver. That person may have
also reached certain conclusions
about what constitutes effective
tactics. So something else that
Adams said that day in Belfast
has become prominent in some
people’s minds. In response to a
man in the crowd who shouted
‘Up the IRA’, Adams replied, with
a big grin: ‘They haven't gone
away you know’.
Adams was to be reminded
very abruptly that indeed the
IRA have not gone away when,
on July 13th this year, his Belfast
home was attacked. Adams responded by inviting his assailants
to meet him: ‘Let them sit down
across the table, or let their representatives sit down across the
table and explain what this is
about…There may be a connection to what is happening in Derry’. Adams clearly thinks that an
organisation is responsible for the
attack, and that that organisation
is the Derry-based ‘New IRA’.
Sinn Féin leader Mary Lou McDonald, responding to the attack
on Adams’ home, said that the
assailants will not ‘drag us back
to the past’. Everyone hopes that
they do not, and condemnation
of the incident was universal.
However, McDonald should recognise that she can do something
important to help to deter further
attacks. She needs to prioritise as
a matter of absolute urgency the
re-establishment of the Northern
Ireland Assembly because dissident terrorist groups are clearly
exploiting the absence of any
form of functioning politics for
their own ends.
If talks to re-establish the
Northern Ireland Assembly were
to restart and succeed this time,
and the DUP and Sinn Féin fondly
held hands and walked through
Stormont’s portentous doors
together, what would this new
attempt to administer represent?
Much as the DUP and Sinn Féin

politicians responsible for folding
the assembly would not admit
this, they would be returning
principally to contest the constitutional future of Northern Ireland.
For unionists, the tremors of
Britain’s disorderly exit from the
EU are starting to be felt underfoot on Northern Irish soil, and
the vista of Northern Ireland
being an unwanted outlier of a
very troubled England is getting
harder to avoid. This grassroots
anxiety has reached DUP leader
Arlene Foster and caused her to
replace her provocative stance towards nationalists with a slightly
more conciliatory mode. Meanwhile, Sinn Féin, with their bickering, blaming and abstention is
finding it harder to convince the
electorate that they are the party
to lead Ireland to the new constitutional horizons likely to emerge
from Brexit.
In his letter of resignation from
Stormont, the then Deputy First
Minister Martin McGuinness
claimed that there would be ‘no
return to the status quo’. Yet the
status quo is exactly what Sinn
Féin would be returning to if it
accedes to again share power with
the DUP in Stormont. So why
would Sinn Féin countenance a
reversal of this decision?
The profound changes in the
UK’s relationship with the EU
portend a new dispensation on
the island of Ireland in the future, and Sinn Féin now judges
that its interests are infinitely
better served by being in government in the North (and in
the South, if it can manage it)
than by being a hindrance to the
parliamentary process in either
jurisdiction. Moreover, the image
of bridge-builder in Northern
politics will be an asset in election campaigns in the South, just
as the image of their continually
holding out against a deal to
re-establish Stormont will damage it. When these realisations
started to occur, an ability to make
accommodations came over Sinn
Féin like a rash. Is their hunger to
finally move from the Opposition
benches in Dáil Éireann now such
that they are willing to restore
Stormont to accomplish their parliamentary ambitions in Dublin?
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Recipe for a Hooley September 28-30
By Mike Houlihan
Take an excited crowd of Irish
and Irish American hipsters,
devotees of Irish culture.
Throw them into The Siskel
Film Center for the weekend
of September 28, 29, and 30th.
Expose them to three terrific
new Irish films that tell stories
that will scare you, thrill you,
and strike a vibrant chord of
compassion for innocent bystanders to Irish history. Stir in
the three filmmakers themselves,
in person, to meet and engage
with the audience. Add plenty
of Slane Irish Whiskey, an opening night party at The Emerald
Loop Irish Pub and three nights
of craic there. Let it percolate all
weekend, bubbling excitement,
laughs, and tears. And that
my friends, is how you make a
HOOLEY!
The 4th Annual Irish American
Movie Hooley kicks off later this
month at the Gene Siskel film
Center and this is your invitation
to drink it all in for three nights
running. There’s even a discount
on Saturday and Sunday tickets
if you show them your Friday
ticket stub, ask for The Irish
American Movie Hooley Triple
Bill Discount.
Start your weekend on Friday
night at 8PM September 28th
at the Gene Siskel Film Center,
164 North State Street, grab a
cold one in the lobby, and settle
into your seat for a mind bender
of a movie. Covadonga. In this
quirky psychological thriller
punctuated by ancient ballads,
rambling tales from Irish history, and original songs by the
director, surreal paranoia grips
Martin, a widower living alone
in a lakeside house, whose dark
past plays macabre tricks on his

mind, when a mysterious young
couple trespass on his property.
The screening will be followed
immediately by audience discussion with writer/producer Sean

Sean Hartofilis
Hartofilis and follow up with an
opening night reception at The
Emerald Loop Pub on Wabash,
where Hartofilis will perform
songs from the film along with
lively Irish tunes. And the audience will be treated to complimentary Slane Irish Whiskey!
You’ll also have the opportunity to meet Sean, whose mother
emigrated from County Derry,
the lone immigrant in a family
of ten who came to America by
herself as a young girl. In addition to producing, writing and
starring in his independent films,
Sean has also been a professional Lacrosse player, advertising
guru, and won Amsterdam Film
Festival's Van Gogh World Cinema Screenwriting Award and
premiered his first film at the
Lighthouse International Film
Festival. He’s been called the
Irish Alfred Hitchcock!
Hold on to your ticket stub for
Saturday’s night’s 8:15PM Chicago premiere of Cardboard Gangsters, Ireland’s smash hit of the

year. Director Mark O’Connor
delivers a dark contemporary
tragedy of Shakespearian scope,
played out within the tribal
confines of a housing development on the outskirts of Dublin.
John Connors’ performance, as
the ballsy wannabe gangster
taking his shot at the drug lord
boss and the boss’s wife, won
Ireland’s IFTA Award for Best
Actor Award. This is a great Irish
gangster movie!
Meet the director and co-writer of the film who is visiting
Chicago for the first time, hoping
to learn about our gangsters no
doubt. Mark will be in town from
Ireland with his wife and young
son. He’s directed four feature
films including the wildly suc-

Mark O'Connor
cessful King Of The Travelers,
also starring John Connors. Mark
specializes in gritty realism and
after the intensity of Cardboard
Gangsters you’re gonna need a
pint, so head over to The Emerald
Loop and buy him a drink!
Keep your ticket stubs for
Friday and Saturday so you can
grab the discount on Sunday at
5pm for the American Premiere
of Mother’s Day, directed by
Fergus O’Brien. This BBC production chronicles the historic
events surrounding the 1993
IRA bombing in Warrington that
killed two children and sparked
a peace movement, led by an
Irish mother outraged at the violence, who reaches out in sympathy and friendship to the British
mother of one of the victims. This
emotional and deeply moving
film evenhandedly portrays the
pain that fires sectarian passions
on both sides, as the two mothers

Cardboard
Gangsters
find common ground for the
sake of the children. This film is
the jewel of our Hooley, a significant and powerful testament to
two women reaching across the
divide during the troubles and
kindling the eventual peace of
the Good Friday Agreement that
has led to peace in Ireland for the
last 20 years.
Director Fergus O’Brien hails
from the seaside town of Dungarvan, Co. Waterford on the
south coast of Ireland and has a
passion for telling stories with
a social conscience, that are

Fergus O'Brien
rooted in truth and have a deep,
emotional heart. He moved to
London in the late 1980s, where
he carved out a successful career
over 20 years in the field of documentary. He’s an eloquent gent
and you’ll have an opportunity

to talk about the troubles with
Fergus and invite him over to
The Emerald Loop on Sunday
evening to put the topper on one
helluva Hooley.
Hope to see you all at The 4th
Annual Irish American Movie
Hooley at the Siskel Film Center,
164 North State Street on Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday, Sept.
28,29, and 30th.
Tickets are available through
the Gene Siskel Film Center’s
website www.siskelfilmcenter.
org/content/tickets or through
the individual films’ web links
on www.siskelfilmcenter.org.
Discounted parking is available for $18 for 10 hours at the
InterPark SELF-PARK at 20 E.
Randolph St. A rebate ticket can
be obtained from the Film Center
Box Office.
The Film Center is located near
CTA trains and buses. Nearest
CTA L stations are Lake (Red
line); State/Lake (Brown, Green,
Orange, Pink, Purple lines); and
Washington (Blue line). CTA bus
lines serving State St.: 2, 6, 10, 29,
36, 62, 144, and 146.

For more information about
the Film Center, call 312-8462800 (24-hour movie hotline)
or 312-846-2600 (general information, 9:00 am-5:00 p.m.,
Monday-Friday), or visit www.
siskelfilmcenter.org.

Mother's Day
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PREDATOR PRIESTS

It's been going on for years and
now it has exploded in Pennsylvania. States Attorney, Josh Shapiro,
is hitting hard.
The scandal that goes back over
70 years is coming to an end. The
rape of children, especially young
boys, has been fully exposed. The
Vatican has expressed shame and
sorrow . . . the Pope is saying he's
on the side of the victims. The
Vatican was never on the side of
the victims, they just wanted to
protect their assets.
New York's Cardinal Dolan,
while serving as Archbishop in
Milwaukee, transferred 130 million from the churches books,
putting $55 million into a cemetery
trust account, and $75 million into
an investment account to shield it
from sex abuse victims.
As of August 16th the Pennsylvania States Attorney had identified over 300 priests and 1,000
victims. They have set up a hotline
888-538-8514. Within hours another 154 victims called in.
Every state should have a hotline. The scandal has now seen
several Bishops resign for covering
up the abuse. Theodore Cardinal
McCarrick in Washington D.C. resigned after it was confirmed that
he had abused an altar boy and another teen that he had baptized as
an infant while he was still a priest.
After he became a Bishop he
took advantage of Seminarians
and invited them to his bed.
Someone wrote to my editor and
said, "we get it, enough already."
Perhaps you do, but the worst is
yet to come. Some think that I have
an axe to grind with the Catholic
church . . . I don't. I have a problem
with the perverted pedophiles
who populate the priesthood.
Somewhere in the mid 1940's,
my oldest sisters' girlfriend, Margaret Mary Leib, at the age of 15
was volunteering at St. Mary's
Rectory doing some bookkeeping.
Father Lavery seduced her and
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carried on a three year affair with
her. So this is nothing new.
In the news August 20th, Donald Cardinal Wuerl, currently the
Cardinal in Washington D.C., has
canceled a speech in Ireland. Questions have arisen about his handling of abuse cases in Pittsburgh
where he served as Archbishop.
Pope Francis finally made a
statement condemning clergy
abuse and the cover up. Once
again, may I remind you that the
"prefect of the Congregation of the
Doctrine of Faith" had full knowledge of the abuse.
As Cardinal Ratzinger was Prefect of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith (CDF), the
sexual abuse of minors by priests
was his responsibility to investigate from 2001, when that charge
was given to the CDF by Pope John
Paul II. Before given this charge.
Cardinal Ratzinger was theoretically privy to all sexual abuse cases
within the Church. As Prefect of
the CDF, Canon Law directed Bishops to report sexual abuse cases
involving priests in their diocese to
Cardinal Ratzinger. However, due
to the obscurity of Canon Law even
within the Church, it is unknown
whether this directive was actually
followed.
As part of the implementation of
the norms enacted and promulgated on April 30, 2001 by Pope John
Paul II. On May 18, 2001, Ratzinger
sent a letter to every bishop in
the Catholic Church. This letter
reminded them of the strict penalties facing those who revealed
confidential details concerning
enquiries into allegations against
priests of certain grave ecclesiastical crimes, including sexual abuse
which were reserved to the jurisdiction of the Congregation. The
letter extended the prescription
or statue of limitations for these
crimes to ten years. However,
when the crime is sexual abuse of
a minor, the "prescription begins
to run from the day on that which
the minor completes the 18th year

of age.
Lawyers acting for the two
alleged victims of abuse in Texas
claim that by sending the letter
the Cardinal conspired to obstruct
justice. The Catholic News Service
reported that "the letter said the
new norms reflected of the CDF's
traditional "exclusive competence"
regarding delicate graviora - Latin
for "graver offenses." According
to Canon Law experts in Rome,
reserving cases of clerical sexual abuse of minors to the CDF
is something new. In past eras,
some serious crimes by priests
against sexual morality, including
pedophilia, were handled by that
congregation or its predecessor, the
Holy Office, but this has not been
true in recent years. The promulgation of the norms by Pope John
Paul II and the subsequent letter
by the then Prefect of the CDF
were published in 2001 in Acta
Apostolica Sedis which is the Holy
See's official gazette. In accordance
with the 1983 Code of Canon Law.,
and is disseminated monthly to
thousands of libraries and offices
around the world.
In 2002 Ratzinger told the Catholic News Service that "less than
one percent of priest are guilty of
acts of this type. Opponents saw
this as ignoring the crimes of those
who committed the abuse: others
saw it as merely pointing out that
this should not taint other priests
who live respectable lives. Shortly
after his election, he told Cardinal
Francis George the Archbishop of
Chicago that he would attend to
the matter.
Like many of you, I too am
weary of dealing with the clergy
sex abuse, and hope to find greener
pastures.

Rauner vs Pritzker

At least the TV ads are funny.
Rauner has a great sense of humor.
The question is, what's in it for J.
Pritzker. Does he have aspirations
beyond the Governorship? After
listening to the Blagojavich FBI
tapes, why would anybody vote
for Pritzker?
The culture of violence in Chicago has reached a crescendo. The
average man has had enough.
They want to feel safe in their own
homes. Look for the code of silence
to end.
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Trinity Irish Dance Co. Looks
Forward to Their 1st Milwaukee
Area Performing Arts Theater
Appearance In Over A Decade
Fresh off a three-week tour
of Japan, the Chicago/Milwaukee based Trinity Irish Dance
Company (TIDC) will open the
2018/2019 Season at the Sharon
Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts
(Wilson Center) on Friday, Sept.
28, at 8:00 p.m. and Saturday,
September 29, at 7:00 p.m.
Called “sophisticated and commanding” by the Los Angeles
Times and “impossibly complex”
by The New York Times, TIDC is
an internationally acclaimed per-

forming arts company that offers
something profoundly unique –
the transcendence of craft to art
and a dance legacy that is rooted
in tradition yet forward-looking
and new.
Founded in 1990 by Choreographer/Artistic Director Mark
Howard, TIDC is the birthplace
of progressive Irish dance, which
directly influenced commercial
productions such as “Riverdance.”
Through a unique blend of
hard-driving percussive power
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and aerial grace, the company
sends a clear message of female
empowerment, as recently recognized by The New York Times:
“As if on the women’s terms”, and
The Boston Globe: “Where the
women make the form their own.”
TIDC’s homecoming will feature several Milwaukee premieres
and world previews, and
will include outreach programming and free Irish dance lessons
in Milwaukee-area schools.
Ticket prices for the Sept. 28-29

photo by Lois Greenfield

TIDC performances are $39-$72
(subject to increase based on
demand) and can be purchased
by phone at 262-781-9520, online
at www.wilson-center.com, or
in person at the Wilson Center
Box Office. Discounts are also
available to groups of 10 or more
and may be reserved through the
Wilson Center Box Office.
For more info, visit www.trinityirishdancecompany.com, and
follow Trinity Irish Dance Company on Facebook and Instagram.

10th Annual Irish Books, Arts F
and Music Celebration ! Admirseseion

October 26, 27, 28, 2018
at the Irish American Heritage Center - Chicago
• Dance/Dancers
• Books/Authors
• Poetry/Poets Art/Artists • Music/Musicians
• Stories and Storytellers
• Theater/Actors
Band Slam Saturday - Audiences Picks 2 Winners/Cash Prizes
Hannah Phillimy and Amanda St. John with John Williams and
others in Concert Sunday

www.ibamchicago.com

A Cháirde
We had record crowds for our
Carraig Pub Barbecues on the
Patio on Wednesday nights this
year. Hundreds of you came
to enjoy the food, music and
atmosphere, and some of
you came almost every week.
Thanks for joining us, and we
look forward to doing it all
again next summer. We should
be able to do a few more
nights in September, weather
permitting, so stay tuned to your
Gaelic Park emails. (If you aren’t
getting our emails, sign up at
http://chicagogaelicpark.com/
index.php/contact-us)
Thanks to the USGAA Central
Division for hosting another
great Chicago area season at
Gaelic Park. Thanks also to the
Irish Fellowship and Young Irish
Fellowship Clubs of Chicago
for hosting their Gaelic sports
event at Gaelic Park in July.

2018
Heritage and Harvest Day
is one of our best and most
popular family days of the year,
and this year it will be held on
September 9th. There is no cost
to attend and enjoy all the
games, demonstrations, music,
dance and more. All are most
welcome.
Over the past 35+ years
we’ve been blessed with
many wonderful, dedicated
volunteers who have given
much of their time to Gaelic
Park and the Chicago Irish
community. In your upcoming
visits to Gaelic Park you may
notice that one of our most
visible workers is not around.
Happy Trails to the newly retired
man for all seasons, Harry
Costello.
Is mise le meas,
Bill O'Sullivan

Enjoy the Music & Spirit of the Irish in our
Authentic Pub Imported Directly From Ireland.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 7 DAYS • LIVE ENTERTAINMENT EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT
• Daily Drink and Food Specials
• Expanded Pub Food and Appetizer Menu - Available Daily
• Pub Trivia every Tuesday, October-May starting at 7:30pm
• Every Thursday Traditional Music with Pat Finnegan & The Irish Musicians

Live Music in the Pub

Sat
Wed

Sept 1 Jimmy O & Rhona Lee
8:00pm
Sept 5 Joe McShane
6:00pm
Rib Night on the Patio (weather permitting)
Fri
Sept 7 Joe Cullen
7:30pm
Sat
Sept 8 Ray Gavin
8:00pm
Wed Sept 12 Frank Rossi
6:00pm
Rib Night on the Patio (weather permitting)
Fri
Sept 14 Joe McShane
7:30pm
GOLF OUTING
Sat
Sept 15 TBA
8:00pm
Wed Sept 19 Gerry Haughey
6:00pm
Rib Night on the Patio (weather permitting)
Fri
Sept 21 Bernie Glim
7:30pm
Sat
Sept 22 Kieran Byrne
8:00pm
Wed Sept 26 Liam Durkin
6:00pm
Rib Night on the Patio (weather permitting)
Fri
Sept 28 Larry Nugent &
Billy O'Donahue
7:30pm
Sat
Sept 29 Jerry & Kara Eadie
8:00pm
NO COVER CHARGE

6119 W. 147th Street • Oak Forest, IL

708.687.9323

www.chicagogaelicpark.org

Sept 5

CGP Calendar of Events
SEPTEMBER

Monthly Musical Luncheon*
Music by Joe McShane

2018
Noon

Sept 12 Ladies Auxiliary Next Meeting
* RR - Reservations Required 708.687.9323
Monthly Musical Luncheon* - Doors open at noon, hot lunch
served at 1pm for just $15 per person
Pub Trivia will resume Tuesday evenings in October
Monday Evening Set Dancing
7:30pm
Tuesday Evening Ceili Dancing
Lessons 7pm/Ceili
7:30pm
Sunday Evening CGP Radio Live WCEV 1450 AM
7:05-9:00pm

CLIP & POST
CGP Office 708.687.9323 www.chicagogaelicpark.org
Visit the CGP Library in the Shamrock Room

It is with great
gusto the
announcement
of the Fall
production for
Chicago Gaelic
Park Players
will be Wigs on
the Green by
Nancy Mitford. These
performances will be held
on November 9, 10, 11 16,
17, 18.
In addition, the Gaelic
Park Players are PROUD
to announce the
development of our
Junior Group. The debut
of a wonderful talented
group of young actors
age 12-16 was held
at the 2018 Memorial
Day Festival under the
directorship of Bill Gleason
and Phyllis Beardz. This
performance was so well

received that the
group is expanding
to incorporate
a performance
by our budding
young actors. The
production of King
Jones Day will
be presented on
November 2, 3 and 4, 2018.
Hope to see you all there!
If you are interested in
becoming a member of
the Gaelic Park Players,
the meetings are held the
second Wednesday of
every month at 7:30 pm at
Gaelic Park.
Also visit our Facebook
page at facebook.com/
groups/gaelicparkplayers
or our web page
gaelicparkplayers.org. We
welcome all who wish to be
involved in acting, directing
or working backstage.

Need a Birthday gift or just want to treat
yourself, we have Gaelic Park O'Neills' Jerseys available in the
Gaelic Park Front Office for $60.00.

In 2017, Gaelic Park's Charities donated
$3,200 in cash and $1,500 in
Gift Certificates/Merchandise to various
organizations.
Gaelic Park can be found on
FACEBOOK AND TWITTER!

TAKE A MOMENT AND "LIKE" US!
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Supersizing Harvest

Obese is not a nice sounding word. Unfortunately,
the word is now prominent in the media again and recent reports suggest that this generation of adults and
children in Ireland have greater levels of obesity than
previous generations. I feel sorry for the children, as
the poor unfortunates have got caught up in an era of
fast paced living that was previously not as prominent
in our lifestyles.
It is almost as if the parents reverse the cars into the
bedroom every morning to bring the children to school,
and in the evening they let them out in the sitting rooms
to be raised by Walt Disney and Nickelodeon. Things
have certainly changed on Walton’s Mountain over the
past few generations and the following are some examples of these changes:
Children no longer walk to school and are driven
everywhere. When they return home in the Afternoons
they make a beeline for the TV’s and Tablets, this can be
a problem as children need a minimum of 2 hours per
day physical exercise. As discussed in previous articles
the pace of life has accelerated in Ireland since the 1970’s.
In the majority of families both spouses are working
full-time and this can reduce the time available for the
preparation of traditional home cooked meals. If under
pressure the tendency is to eat out, drive thru or order in.
Children are eating far too much out of bags and boxes
and may not, in fact, be getting the necessary vitamins
to promote growth and well being during these critical
stages of their lives. I remember interviewing an East
European girl about two years ago who worked in a fast
food restaurant in the Cork suburbs. She told me that
she would often see the same families going through the
drive trough at least three times per week.
What can be done to reverse this alarming trend of

Your Downtown Irish Pub
Located Along The Scenic Chicago River

400 N. McClurg Chicago, IL
(312) 467-1992
lizziemcneillschi@gmail.com

Private Event Packages
Chicago Riverwalk Patio Seating
Home of the Skinny & Houli Show
Every Wednesday

LizzieMcNeills

LizziesIrishPub

young children becoming overweight? Media advertising which promotes ‘junk food’
needs to be regulated and the Supermarkets
need to clearly designate foodstuffs which are
high in junk content. We need to encourage
children to exercise more and spend less time
in from of the TV Game Console and on Social
Media, and we also need to critically review
the trend of eating out of packets and boxes.
There was a time when many back gardens contained
a vegetable patch but this has largely been replaced by
decking, patios and barbecue equipment. Child obesity
is a very serious problem and the stark reality is that we
now have a proportion of a generation ‘super sizing’ and
if it continues unchecked we could end up with a situation where children are no longer outliving their parents.
‘The rise of childhood obesity has placed the health of
an entire generation at risk’ – Tom Vilsack
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3 Outdoor Patios - 3 Special Events Rooms
Irish Cottage Room with Fireplace and Bar
Private Rooms - Parties to 300!

Your Host: Martin Lynch & Staff Welcome You to
one of the BEST Irish Pub/Restaurants
in Chicagoland! 708-485-8787

www.irishtimespub.com
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Please join us Saturday September 22 for our

Half-Way to St. Patrick’s Day Party!
and enjoy the
beautiful fall colors
in the Northwoods

Live Music
with our
good friend
the

Steve Matier
Band
Festivities begin
at 3:00pm

5641 Park St, Boulder Junction, WI 54512

715-385-3200

Like us on facebook - www.mcgannspub.com

“Where everybody knows your name
and you’re always glad you came!

What is Irish food, the Irish diet? An
important part of any culture is their
cuisine. It has evolved from centuries
of social and political change and the
mixing of cultures in Ireland predominately English and Scottish. The food
is founded upon the crops and animals
farmed in the climate. My brothers and
I grew up eating the food of our heritage. We grew up eating Irish food and
an occasional pizza. When you think
of your childhood you think of food
and warm feelings and nice memories.
Vegetables in the Irish diet include:
potatoes, carrots, turnips, parsnips, and
cabbage. Some of the dishes include:
bacon and cabbage, Irish stew, (lamb,
potatoes, carrots, onions, leeks-several
varieties) Irish breakfast (Irish sausage,
bacon, black pudding, pork & beans,
eggs and a slice of a tomato, colcannon
(cabbage, leeks, potatoes) champ (potatoes, onions). Pork is probably the
most common meat consumed in Irish
food. Corned beef & cabbage is not
traditional fare in Ireland. There are
several fish dishes also. The famous
Fish & Chips originated in England,
but Ireland has definitely made it their
own. In England they call it a chip
shop in Ireland it’s known as a chipper.
Several breads including: brown bread,
soda bread, barmbrack, wheaten bread
and potato bread. desserts include:
apple tart, rhubarb tart scones, porter
cake, trifle, (sponge cake, fruit & custard-again varieties) Christmas cake,
and 99 ice cream, it’s an ice cream cone
with an Irish candy bar in it, a flake.
There are a lot of berries in Ireland
including: blackberries, raspberries,
loganberries (hybrid of blackberry
raspberry) & gooseberries. Also, black
& red currants, a dried fruit. Irish coffee
is whiskey, coffee and thick cream. Most
dinners are served with sauce/gravy.
Irish are serious tea drinkers, highest
per capita tea drinkers in the world.
There are a lot of farmers in my family
and I know that rabbit was once widely
eaten before the arrival of myxomatosis.
(viral disease of rabbits) It would be
taboo to eat rabbit or horse meat.
My dad would make a variety of fish
dishes. I knew at a young age I didn’t
want to eat meat anymore, so I got
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used to eating potatoes
and cabbage
on their own.
Soda bread
was a daily
staple and on
weekends mom would make trifle.
When people go out to eat or order
food in they usually say let’s eat Chinese, Mexican or Italian. People don’t
say let’s go out for Irish. However, it
doesn’t mean it’s not being eaten in
households across America as it was
in mine growing up. The late Anthony
Bourdain visited Ireland in 2013. He
went to Ciaran & John Kavanagh’s
pub in Dublin its nickname is “gravediggers” because it’s next to the cemetery. Ciaran Kavanagh said he owes
a lot to Bourdain’s visit because he
has had many visitors since that visit.
Bourdain signed the visitor’s book and
wrote, “your pig’s feet are amazing,
your coddle (coddle is making use of
leftovers-potatoes, sausages, bacon &
onion) is sublime, heaven looks like
this.” The Kavanagh brothers said they
stayed late talking to the renowned late
chef about the ups and downs of life
and about being broke to becoming
a millionaire in a few years’ time. I
recently read at article in the Tribune
titled, “eating while immigrant”, a
family moved from Philippines to
California. It was about their food traditions they brought and shared from
Philippines yet having to also incorporate and try American dishes. When
people move around the world and
settle in new homelands it’s basically
the bitter taste of assimilation. Every
immigrant longs for the food of their
homeland. Through the generations
though things can get lost, traditions
dwindle. Nevertheless, our Irish stew
isn’t going anywhere, my husband and
I make it every Sunday, a piece of home
in the Windy City.
Gaelic for the Month:
Food-bia
Dishes-miasa
Potato-pratai
Meat-feoil
Vegetables-glasrai
Fruit-torthai
Irish Proverbs
It is easy to halve the potato where
there is love.
Through the storms of life may the
only thing be brewing, be your coffee
If you have any comments, please
email me: Molanive@yahoo.com

The 10th Annual
FRIDAY OCTOBER 26 7PM

THE ERIN ROOM

This year’s Honorees...
Music Maura O’Connell

Literature Marian Keyes
Visual Arts Mary McSweeney
Culinary Arts Noel McMeel
Performing Arts Fionnula Flanagan
Person of the Year Dolores Connolly
Media/Journalism Mike Leonard
Music by Gerry Haughey

General Public Welcome!
Reserve your seats online at

iBAMChicago.com
or call Cathy at 847-872-0700

Authors at iBAM! 2018

Meet the brains behind the stories

Arthur Cola

Jessie Ann Foley

Mary Pat Kelly

Patrick T Reardon

Terence O’Leary

Kevin Toolis

Rita Emmett

Roger Higgins

Noel McMeel

Carlene O’Connor

Rex Owens

Monica Dougherty

Mike Houlihan

Lawrence Norris

Dr. Ruan O’Donnell

Mary Beth Sammons

Dennis Foley

Margaret Johnson

Sile Post

Meet our authors in person on Saturday, October
27th, and Sunday, October
28th, from Noon to 6 p.m on
floors one and two.
While you are at it, look
into our Lit Salon on the
first for presentations almost every half hour over
the two days.
Award winning Irish
Chef, Noel McMeel, will be
speaking to attendees on
both days, and will have
his cookbook available.
Noel had the honor of being the chef for Paul McCartney's wedding party.
On the 100th anniversary of World War I, catch
a theatre reading by Irish
actor, Shane O'Regan at 1pm
on Saturday followed by a
q and a!
Shane is in Chicago acting in, Private Peaceful at
the Greenhouse Theatre
thru November 11th. The
play toured Ireland with
Five star reviews in several
Irish newspapers.
Award winning artist,
Mary McSweeney, will be
painting "live" in the art
gallery while you are here.
www.ibamchicago.com for
more information.

Clare O’Donohue

Sean Throne

Buy a book,
have it
signed by
the
Author!-

Priceless

Arts & Music at iBAM! 2018
Theater

Saturday at 1pm
Shane O’Regan
Reading from
Private Peaceful
Sunday at 3 pm
The Lady Jane Wilde
(Speranza of the Nation) featuring
Josephine Craven as Lady Wilde &
Theresa Choske as Narrator.

Music

5th Province Pub
1st floor

Tunes of Erin
Saturday 1pm and Sunday 1:30
Pauline Conneely & Chicago Reel
Saturday & Sunday 4:30

iBAM!
Kids
Activities 1:00-4:00

Music with Joe and
Declan McShane

Artist

Mary McSweeney

Film

Crossroads
57m 34s

Mike Leonard tells stories in
Ireland at his ancestral home.
Mike explores how life can
change dramatically at the
crossroads of old and new,
need and necessity,
dreams and decisions.

Irish Heritage Singers
Sunday 12:00

painting LIVE in
the art gallery
2nd floor
Sat. & Sun.
12:00-4:00

Ride of Our Lives
Mike Leonard has entertained
viewers with his wry and
witty feature stories for NBC’s
Today. What happened when
he took a sabbatical from his
job with NBC News so he
could pile his parents, along
with three of his grown kids
and a daughter-in-law into a
pair of rented RVs and hit the
road for a month?

Dance

Learn Irish Dance with the
Award winning Trinity Dancers
All ages, all levels welcome!
1:00- 4:00 3rd floor

Celtic Women’s

Literary Salon
Some of this year’s offering are:
(times TBA)

Mary Kunert, poet, artist, women’s arts
Mary Pat Kelly, author
Theresa Choske, women in history presentation
Maureen Connolly, Poet
Sinead Tyrone, poet/author
Mary McCain, history
Kathy Cunningham, Artist, Jewelry maker,
family history in art
Mark Piekarz, ballad singer
Kathy O’Neill, poetry
Maureen Smith – Digitizing Family History
Featured program late Saturday afternoon
with film and reception afterwards:
Brigid Duffy, Margaret Fulkerson and Rosemary Feuer – Mother Jones, Living Legend
(Movie and presentation)

Library
Saturday

1 p.m. Patrick Reardon “Of course, an Irish
writer is a poet, journalist, historian, novelist
and theologian”. An interactive session Patrick
T. Reardon will discuss with audience members
the joys and sorrows of a writing life of great
variety.
2 p.m. Christopher Lynch “How the Irish
saved Aviation in Chicago”. Christopher Lynch
will tell of his life hanging around, the family
business – Midway Airport, where his family
ran Monarch Air Service until 1977.
3 p.m. Patrick McBriarty “Chicago River
Bridges” is a multimedia presentation on the
importance of bridges in the development of the
Windy City.
4 p.m. Panel Discussion with Patrick Reardon, Christopher Lynch and Patrick McBriarty.
“What more needs to be written about Chicago
history?” A discussion about ignored, forgotten
and overlooked areas about the city’s past.

Free Admission * Free Parking
Vendors, Food, live music all day,
Come join the craic!

ibamchicago.com

iBAM! Presents
From NORTHERN IRELAND

McPhillimy & St. John
Hannah McPhillimy

Amanda St. John

Sunday October 28 5pm
with

John Williams & Friends

TICKETS

$10

at ibamchicago.com
or call 847-872-0700
Irish American Heritage Center 4626 N Knox Chicago IL
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Terry From Derry
by Terry Boyle

The Night St. Anthony Nearly Killed Me

One damp Christmas Eve night,
typical for Derry, a woman, whom
I will call mother, although to be
accurate…Ma would be more precise, now heavily pregnant with
Moi was in great consternation.
Her concern wasn’t because we
lived in a three-bedroom wooden hut formerly occupied by
the American navy and unfit to
house so many people. It wasn’t
because conditions were spartan,
to say the least, or that she was
to deliver the fourth child out of
ten. No, birthing children was old
hat for a woman who could pop
them out without much trouble.
And, since we were living with
my grandparents, uncles and
aunts, there was plenty of help
at hand (14 people in total and 1
bathroom). No, Mother’s plight
was more metaphysical.
As was the custom for a lot of
expectant women at the time, my
mother faithfully did a novena
to ensure a safe birth. A simple
novena to St. Anthony of Padua
would do the trick. After all, he
hadn’t failed her the first three
times. Typically, this Anthony was
known for his great preaching,
particularly to fish, but he was adopted by my mother quite simply
because there was a huge picture

of him in the bedroom. He was her
‘go to guy’ for all things related to
a quick and easy delivery, much
like pizza. Aided by his saintly intervention and my grandmother’s
skills as a lay midwife, we were
assured of a predicable outcome
(pun intended).
However, as with all good
stories, there has to be some complication to disrupt the best laid
plans and this tale is no different.
For some reason, my grandmother
decided not to be the human
hands of St. Anthony and deferred
the role to someone else in our impoverished community; someone
who was more skilled in art of
midwifery. My mother, on hearing
about this change in the proceedings, was none too pleased. The
thought of a stranger meddling
in the tested and tried method
did not bode well. For not only
was she absolutely terrified and
embarrassed to be at the mercy of
someone she hardly knew, it was
unlucky. Facing such a dilemma
there was only one recourse, St.
Anthony.
My father, who probably was
as ignorant to the mysteries of
conception as childbirth, was well
and truly out of sight. His Christmas Eve was spent celebrating

the joys of the season in one or
more pubs; otherwise known as
the waiting room for expectant
fathers. His part was over and
now, he was convinced, that the
women and the saint would do
their part. No doubt, he left early
in the evening and would return
only when it was time to bless the
baby’s head.
My mother, however, was only
too aware of what she was in for
and, as the evening dripped into
night, she grew more and more
apprehensive. When my grandmother left the bedroom to seek
out the new midwife, my mother
grew increasingly desperate.
Walking over the big picture of
St. Anthony, she was determined
to have it out with him. Having
made the effort to make her
novena, the least the saint could
do was to intervene and save her
from a fate that would mortify
her beyond normal bounds of
embarrassment.
There they were in an Irish
standoff; a heavily pregnant woman standing in front of an icon of
celestial tranquility with the child
Jesus in his arms. It wouldn’t do.
St. Anthony was going to have
to ‘get his finger out’ and do
something to make it better. That
was the deal, wasn’t it? As she
articulated her disappointment, in
what I can only imagine as typical
of Derry head butting, metaphorically speaking, something did
happen. I was born!
The drop must have made a
sound on the concrete floor, or
the breaking of the umbilical cord
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put strain on her heart, to alert
her. Still, she could not move.
She could not see me. Where had
I gone? Perhaps it was time for
mother to use saint Anthony for
what he’s more commonly used
for; finding lost things.
While still in a state of shock,
my mother saw my grandmother
enter the room. My grandmother
was alone. The neighbor, it seems,
was not far behind. My mother
mouthed the words ‘I think the
baby’s born’, to which my grandmother tersely responded ‘it’s
only yer waters breaking.’ Mother,
who was insistent that I was in
fact born was only placated when
my grandmother looked under
the bed.
If you can imagine the scene
from ET when the little girl discovers ET in the wardrobe you’ll
get the drift of my grandmother’s
reaction on seeing me under the

bed. Screaming blue murder at
seeing such an alien sight, she ran
out of the house shouting ‘Jesus,
Mary and Joseph!’ And, I’ve no
doubt she made herself heard.
The doctor was sent for immediately, while neighbours
calmoured to see what was happening. No doubt, I was scrubbed
up and mother put to bed. Finally,
when the doctor arrived, he confirmed that both mother and baby
were lucky to be alive.
The moral of this story, for those
interested in hagiography, get
your facts right. Anthony’s role
is to find lost things; including
babies who roll under the bed after hitting a concrete floor, but his
record for delivering babies safely
has been well and truly blemished
and I am living proof as to nearly
being killed by St. Anthony.
http://www.springtowncamp.
com/from-the-inside.htm

Having been born and raised on
the South Side of Chicago in The
Wood lawn Neighborhood during
The Great Depression, Tom Crane
witnessed the panorama of life at
its fullest. Coupled with that he
escaped death due to the ravages
of contracting Lobar Pneumonia at
an early age in addition to facing
the possibility of losing his arm
through amputation due to a child
hood accident. Add to the mix the
fact that his parents divorced while
he was still quite young. No matter,
it was those very parents who united together to extend their love and
care that brought him
through these various
calamities.
Herein you will also
read how Tom went
through a carefree and
mischievous youth
until he developed a
sensitivity and awareness through learning
of the daily struggle
that we all must face
in order to survive in a
precarious world. The
stories that you will
read run the gauntlet
of life in all of its uncertainties.
It takes a resiliency

of the human spirit to overcome
many of the obstacles that we all
face. Never-the-less in the immortal words of Yogi Berra, “It ain’t
over till its over.”

Southsider Thomas Crane Pens
Humorous Book Called Pat’s Tavern

Hopefully Tom’s experiences
will inspire others to continue to
fight the good fight as there is no
other way. At the same time it is
also hoped that it will bring a bit
of humor to those who wish to escape what otherwise can be a very
empty and overpowering world.
As it is often said, “Take time to
smell the roses.”
BN ID: 2940154374337
Publisher: Thomas Crane
Sold by: Smashwords
Format: NOOK Book, 10 MB
E-Book at Barnes and Noble.
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During the month of September, Hunger Action Month, it is
important to educate ourselves
about hunger and how we can get
involved to change lives for the
better. This month I reflect back
to 2005 when Catholic Charities
opened Casa Catalina Basic Human Needs Center in Back of the
Yards and the tremendous impact
it has had on the community.
When Catholic Charities got
involved in the project, we knew
that the food pantry was bringing
much more than food to the neighborhood—it was bringing hope for
the future. We were accompanying
other Catholic organizations that
had been serving Back of the Yards
for generations. The original food
pantry began in 1983 as a joint
effort between Holy Cross and Immaculate Heart of Mary parishes,
which merged in 1981. Parishes
from near and far, including suburban areas, have faithfully supplied
volunteers and donated foods
over the years. Catholic Charities
officially took over operation of
the food pantry in 2005, moved
it to a former restaurant near the
HC/ICM church, and added other
basic human needs services such as
a clothing room, health fairs, and
access to social services. We christened the center “Casa Catalina”
after Blessed Catherine Kasper,
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founder of the religious order Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Christ, which
has worked in Back of the Yards
since 1884.
Catholic Charities was eager
to be involved in Casa Catalina
because hunger is the number one
reason people seek our services,
and we are continually looking
for ways to fight hunger in communities that are most in need.
As Pope Francis says, “hunger is
a scandal,” especially in wealthy
metropolitan areas like our own.
In Cook County, official estimates
indicate that 1 in 7 households
has limited access to safe and/
or nutritionally adequate food to
meet basic needs. These statistics
are shocking enough, yet we know
that in neighborhoods like Back of
the Yards that face the challenges of
violence and poverty, the numbers
of hungry people are much higher,
and the consequences of hunger
much more profound. Not only
do these communities have high
numbers of working poor families
whose low wages do not cover
monthly expenses of food, clothing, housing, utilities, child care
and medical needs, but they also
may lack proper grocery stores,
and so access to healthy foods is
further restricted by the quantity
and quality of the foods available.
Catholic Charities considers

each one of our food and nutrition programs the very essential
first step in helping people escape
poverty. Without access to nutritious food to nourish the body
and mind, it is very hard to overcome poverty. Hunger and food
insecurity contribute to a number
of debilitating health and mental
health conditions including asthma, diabetes, depression, anxiety,
heart disease, and poor academic performance that perpetuate
poverty and make it difficult for
low-income families to improve
their situations.
Casa Catalina has not only
become an essential source of
nourishment for the body and
mind in Back of the Yards, but it
also provides nourishment for
the soul. Sr. Joellen Tumas, a Poor
Handmaid who started with the
food pantry in 1990 and is now director of Casa Catalina, works with
her dedicated crew of volunteers
to ensure that each bag of food is
accompanied by love and respect.
Simply being a constant and trusted presence in the neighborhood
and walking with people on their
journey through challenging circumstances, helps to restore hope
and dignity.
As you contemplate how to
participate in Hunger Action
Month, remember that your time
to volunteer in a food pantry or
your gift of donated food does
more than fill empty bellies—you
are helping families take that first
critical step out of poverty, filling
them with hope for the future, and
truly sharing the Bread of Life.
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National
University
of Ireland
Galway

Fantastic Graduate programs in:

Data Analytics* Marketing* HR*
Information Systems* Management*
International Business*
Very affordable One Year Master’s program
compared to US Graduate programs*
no GMAT required*
US federal aid taken for tuition*
Complete the program with as little financial
burden as possible & live in Galway for a year!
Interested?
Contact Gkhoglund@gmail.com

Proud to fire up our ovens everyday to bring you the
absolute freshest baked goods in the Chicagoland area!
Visit us today!
Palos Heights Bakery
12248 S Harlem Ave
Palos Heights, IL 60463
708.931.5199
Monday:
Tuesday – Friday:

CLOSED
6am-6pm

Crestwood Bakery
13545 Cicero Ave
Crestwood, IL 60445
708.925.9447
Saturday:
Sunday:

6am – 5pm
7am – 2pm

Also find us at the Orland Park, Oak Forest and Palos Park
Metra Stations. AND in the Oak Lawn Public Library!

DOUGHSGUYSBAKERY.COM
doughsguysbakery@gmail.com

Don’t Get
Barred
Starting on August 9, 2018,
students and exchange visitors who have overstayed
their visas beyond the given
grace period will begin to accrue "unlawful presence"
while they remain in the U.S.
Additionally, students and
exchange visitors may be
found to have accrued
"unlawful presence" from any
point where their status is
breached by failing to maintain their status or by engaging in an unauthorized activity. This is a change in USCIS
policy for those who enter the
U.S. on a J, F or M nonimmigrant visa. Please visit our
website for more info.

Upcoming Events













Immigration Legal Clinics: Tuesday
September 18th 4-7pm in the IAHC
(appointment only)

Irish Rugby Raffle Drawing: September
22nd & 29th Live on the Good Morning
Ireland Show

Tara Club: Wednesday September 5th at
10am in the Irish American Heritage
Center. Topic: Mass

Emerald Club: Wednesday September
12th at 10am at Gaelic Park. Topic: Mass
Monthly Musical Gathering: Wednesday September 19th at 10am. Musician:
Joe McShane

Emerald Club: Wednesday September
26th at 10am in Gaelic Park. Topic: Irish
Craft Film
Irish Cultural Hour: Friday September
28th at 10am in the Mt. Greenwood Library. Musician: Ray Gavin

due to the anticipation of being humiliated because of their perceived potential of saying something wrong, not knowing what to
say or perceived inability to handle themselves in a group setting
however large or small.

Anxiety:

Everyone at some point in their life has dealt with anxiety. It’s a
part of human nature to feel anxious about certain aspects of life
and it is completely normal. When anxiety becomes a problem is
when it is constantly present in one’s daily life, inhibiting rational
decision-making, preventing one from partaking in everyday activities or even the loss of sleep from constant worrying. Prolonged
anxiety can even cause chronic indigestion in the form of Irritable
Bowel Syndrome (IBS). According to the National Alliance on
Mental Health, anxiety is one of the most common mental disorders in the U.S. affecting 18% of Americans. Among the many
types of anxiety disorders the four most common are:

Panic Disorder: Panic attacks can come on at random and can
have varying degrees of symptoms ranging from instant nausea,
shortness of breath and tightness of the throat to heart palpitations and chest pains that can be mistaken for heart attacks. The
hallmark of this anxiety disorder is sudden feelings of terror that
come on at random causing sufferers to isolate themselves in an
effort to avoid panic attacks.
Phobias: For someone suffering with a phobia, certain places,
events or objects can produce intense reactions of irrational fear.
To avoid panic, people who suffer from phobias avoid their triggers at great lengths. Attempts to control the fear and avoidance
of these triggers can sometimes consume a person’s life.

Treatment for anxiety can involve a multitude of different types of
Generalized Anxiety Disorder: GAD is the constant and relentless therapy ranging from medications and sessions with a licensed
psychologist to enrolling in Improv comedy courses, meditation
worry or fear about everyday life. A person with GAD has exaggerated worries that can consume them for hours everyday mak- classes and even art/pet or music therapy to name a few. The
ing it hard to focus on work with possible results ending in exhaus- avenues in learning the skills to manage and overcome anxiety
are endless and rewarding, all it takes is the courage to start.
tion, nausea, stress headaches and/or muscular tension.
Social Anxiety Disorder: People affected by this anxiety disorder
can suffer panic attacks and intense fear within social settings

“NAMI.” NAMI: National Alliance on Mental Illness, National Alliance on Mental Illness, Dec. 2017, www.nami.org/learn-more/
mental-health-conditions/anxiety-disorders.

Rugby Raffle

ICS is raffling off two pairs
of tickets to the November 3rd Ireland vs. Italy
Rugby match at Soldier
Field.
1st Prize: Section 104,
Row 9, seats 3 & 4 + a
$500 gift card to the Chicago Cut Restaurant.
2nd Prize: Section 104,
Row 9, Seats 1 & 2 + $300
gift card to Southern Cut.
Tickets are being sold at
$20 per ticket or 6 tickets
for $100. Call or visit our
website to get your tickets!
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The Bonanza King -

John Mackay and the Battle
over the Greatest Riches in the
American West
By: Gregory Crouch, Scribner
We read biographies to learn about outstanding people and the personal qualities
that make them that way. Some of those
qualities we may even want to add to our
own characters.
John Mackay (pronounced Mackie) was
raised in Dublin. When his father died, he
went to work to support his mother and
sisters.
His family moved later to New York City,
where they lived in the Five Points area. It
was a slum, but it was all they could afford.
In his early twenties, Mackay left New
York City to go to California in the Gold
Rush. This was during the mid-1800’s. This
is a physical description of John Mackay
during that period: reddish-brown hair,
blue eyes, fair skin, luxuriant mustache
and a “touch above average height.” The author
says that, “He moved
with easy, athletic grace…
He didn’t say much…he
spoke slowly, fighting a
childhood stutter.”
The mining camps in
California and Nevada
were rough, crude, lonely, often violent. Despite
the conditions, MacKay
developed a reputation as
an honest, hard-working,
truthful man.
The author says that
in the mining camps:
“Mackay acquired a reputation for exacting
competence. He took pride in honest toil.
To him, all work was honorable, and a job
was sacred. What he did, he did right, and
he impressed men with his upright manner
and steady judgement.”
In later years, a business rival recalled:
“His truthfulness and sincerity, his frankness
of manner…He owed much of his great
success to his straight-forward manner of
dealing with men.”
The author is Gregory Crouch, who was
raised who was raised in California. He
graduated from the Military Academy at
“West Point with a military history field of
study…He lives in the San Francisco area
with his wife and son.”
There are many, many pages about mining
techniques used in the mid-1800’s. Like a
miner, I searched through those pages to find
the many golden nuggets of information
about John Mackay.

John Mackay’s rags to riches story is fascinating and compelling, and when you read
about the way he does business and how
others do business it’s like a battle between
good and evil.
Although the technical information in the
book is a bit too informative, The Bonanza
King is still a fascinating read.

The Ruin

By: Dervala McTiernan, Penguin Books
Good news!! There is a new fictional
Garda detective on duty in Galway. He is
Detective Sergeant Cormac Reilly. He is
about 40 years old, has light brown, almost
blonde hair, blue eyes, stands about 6 feet
tall, and weighs about 200 pounds.
He shows the qualities
that Irish Americans are
proud of: empathy for
others, rigorous honesty,
friendliness, and intense
observation of people.
Sergeant Cormac Reilly
is the focus of this powerful
mystery book, The Ruin, by
Dervala McTiernan.
She explains the title:
“The title of my book can
be read in English, or can
be given its Irish meaning.
In Irish, Ruin (with a fada
over the u) means something hidden, a mystery or
a secret…”
Dervala McTiernan “was born in Ireland
and now lives…in Australia” with her
husband and two children.
Quoting the publisher: “On his first day
as a Garda (in 1993), Cormac Reilly is sent
to investigate the death of HIlaria Blake.
It orphaned her children Maude and Jack.
It was a seemingly straight-forward overdose, and despite Cormac’s doubts, the case
is quickly closed. “Now, 20 years later, Cormac is ordered to reopen the investigation,
as Jack Blake’s body was just pulled out of
the local river.”
As Cormac left the Superintendent’s
office, he was “thinking about the little
boy he had last seen in a hospital twenty
years before.” The five-year-old boy had
been physically abused and profoundly
malnourished.
Cormac “had been relived when he
was told that Jack had gone straight from

the hospital to a foster family…” “Once
again—it is a seemingly straight-forward
suicide, but his sister and girlfriend suspect something more
sinister…Cormac starts
to sense that something is
amiss.” Why do some of
his fellow Garda repeatedly tell him to declare
the “case closed?”
Cormac conducted
many interviews for the
reopened case. One is
with a nasty, loathsome
old woman who knew
the children. Her name
is Domenica Krane. Cormac observes: “As she
spoke, she let her eyes drift to a framed
photograph on the wall. It was a close-up
of a woman in her thirties…dressed in a
wimple.”
He asks: “You were a member of a religious order?”
A religious fanatic, after leaving the order,
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she came every day to the squalid house
where the children existed. She came to
“pray.” She knew the plight of the children,
yet did nothing about it, except “pray.”
After his mother’s overdose death, little
Jack was examined at the hospital. “He was
found to have numerous healed fractures.
Three ribs had been fractured…He’d suffered a broken leg…Two fingers on his left
hand had also been broken. And he had
burns to his left shoulder.”
Cormac asked Domenica
about the abuse. Her answer: “She tutted. Clumsy.
Little. Boy. She enunciated
each word clearly, but it
was her smile that made
his anger roar. He was careful to show nothing. He
wouldn’t give the bitch the
satisfaction.”
Dervala McTiernan’s
mystery book encourages
us to accompany Cormac
Reilly on his investigation.
During it, long, suppressed memories come
to the surface.
The Ruin is a police procedural and psychological thriller at the same time. Cormac
Reilly is relentless at seeing that justice is
served. I look forward to another book that
will feature him in March, 2019.

The Michigan Irish American Hall of Fame
Invites All Chicagoland Irish
to the
Induction of its 2018 Members
at Noon, September 15, 2018,
on the Galway Stage of the

Michigan Irish Music Festival
Sheila
Dunleavy Mund

in Muskegon, Michigan.

Patricia
McCormick Baese

Mark Martin
M.L.
Mickey Knight

John
McMurray

Blackthorn Band

The Michigan Irish Music Festival is one of the best in the U.S.! Among
the top acts are these Chicago performers: Pat Broaders, Pauline Conneely, Jimmy Keane, Laurence Nugent, and Switchback. For information
see michiganirish.org and michiganirishamericanhalloffame.org
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Gallagher’s
Advice

professionally
presented to
them?
Soft tissue
By Caroleann
injuries, and
Gallagher
whiplash injuries in particular, can take
Top 10 Tips For Dealing With time to manifest themInsurance Companies (Part Two) selves and while a person
may feel healthy and fine
5. Avoid The Settlement Trap
a day or two post-accident, the weeks
If you have been speaking with an and months ahead can bring unexpectadjuster, they will use the relationship ed complications. It is always a terrible
to try to convince you to take a small idea to settle a case before you know the
amount of money to settle the case—you extent of your injuries. Once a case is
get the money, you don’t have to pay settled and release paper work is signed,
a lawyer, and it’s over quickly, right?!? there is no way to revisit or re-open the
Wrong. They do not offer this money matter if your injury suddenly starts to
because they are being fair. It is part manifests itself or worsens. As the old
of a sophisticated process designed by proverb goes - there is little use in closing
market researchers and behavioral psy- the stable door after the horse has bolted.
chologists to use your good faith and
6. Delays Can Hurt Your Case!
generosity against you.
Delay in seeking medical treatment
Think about it: if they’re willing to can be very damaging to a personal
offer a couple of thousand bucks (which injury claim. The longer you wait for
is generally a lot of money!) for a case medical treatment and having large
where you might not even be done with gaps in medical treatment can have a
medical treatment or know the full extent detrimental effect on your case. To avoid
or type of injuries you suffered, how this seek medical attention immediately
much more would the case be worth after a car accident and follow all and any
when all the evidence is gathered and medical advices you get. And if I get the

A better way – to get a home loan

Click ~ Done! All my documents are uploaded – Marquette Bank has email
alerts, plus real-live, LOCAL mortgage specialists for questions. Easy-peasy.

Get started: www.emarquettebank.com/HomeLoans

1-708-364-2525
Proudly serving all of Chicagoland
online and in-person!
Member

FDIC

*All home financing subject to credit approval.

NMLS #462926
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many complicated factors that must be
considered and dealt with, including the
issue of where money goes. You will not
get the best financial deal without an experienced attorney determining exactly
how much money your Health Insurer
or Unpaid Bills should be paid (yes, your
Health Insurer gets reimbursed from
money they paid!). This is a complicated
area of law that many experienced lawyers have difficulty navigating. We work
these issues out with you and for you.
9. Take Advantage of Free Consultations:
My firm and most reputable personal
injury attorneys offer free consultations
to personal injury victims. Whether
you hire an attorney or are considering
handling a car accident claim yourself,
taking advantage of a free consultation
is always a good idea and there really is
no downside to speaking to an attorney.
Do not be convinced by the insurance
adjuster that you don’t need an attorney
because they are here to look out for you.
Not true. Never true!
Also be aware that in personal injury
actions most reputable personal injury
lawyers charge what is termed a “contingency fee” which means that if you
decide to move forward with representation there are no upfront fees or costs
and you will only be charged an attorney
fee if the attorney is successful in getting
you compensation.
In Conclusion, remember that there is
NO Legal requirement for you to ever
talk to the insurance company adjuster.
You can simply ignore their calls or direct
them to your attorney. If you choose to
talk with them hopefully the above will
be off some assistance to you in how to
effectively deal with them. But never
forget – they are always your foe and
never your friend!
*Caroleann Gallagher
is an Irish born Attorney
now licensed in Illinois
and practicing all types of
personal injury law – including nursing home litigation, medical malpractice law, wrongful death
claims, transportation
injuries, premises liability
claims, defective product claims, construction
site injuries and Workers
Compensation.
She can be contacted at
cgallagher@dwyercoogan.com or at 312-782For Booking: www.celticratpack.com 7482.

opportunity to talk to you about your
injuries, we can discuss your options
for treatment, including my knowledge
of who some of the best medical treaters
for a variety of conditions.
7. If You Refuse to Settle Right Away,
Insurance Companies May Ignore You:
As usual, they have a plan. The general
statute of limitations to file an injury
lawsuit after a car crash in Illinois is two
years. Insurance companies, after realizing you won't accept their first offer, may
start to ignore you or intentionally delay
your claim – claiming that they have lost
paperwork you have already submitted,
asking for the same documents over and
over again, transferring you to a different
adjuster or simply not returning your
phone calls. The goal of this tactic is that
you will either be so frustrated by the
process you will just give up or you will
miss the deadline to file suit. If you miss
the deadline to file a personal injury law
suit there is no attorney in the land that
can help you fix that.
8. The More Serious Your Injury The
More Likely You Need A Lawyer:
Personal injury claims include more
than just negotiating a number for compensation with an insurance company.
As stated above, an experienced personal injury lawyer can be a great asset
to you in even getting the right medical
treatment for your particular injury. The
more serious your injuries, the larger
your medical bills will be and while initially an insurance company may seem
willing to pay those medical expenses, as
the bills rack up, their willingness to pay
diminishes. If you are not able to work
and live your normal daily life because
of your injuries that is something that
needs to be factored into a settlement.
At the conclusion of a case, there are
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Obtaining A Retail Liquor License in Illinois
Because Illinois is a dual licensing state, obtaining a retail liquor
license is a multi-step process. The
first step to success is obtaining a
local liquor license, if you do not
obtain the local license, the state
license is impossible to get. In order
to get the local liquor license, you
may need to go in front of a liquor
commission or a governing board
such as a city council. Once you
obtain local approval, then you can
apply for a state license. This article
will break down the local and state
license issues for obtaining a liquor
license.

LOCAL ISSUES

The State of Illinois allows local
jurisdictions to control the number,
kind, and classifications of liquor
licenses. 235 ILCS 5/4-1. A local ordinance or possibly a government
resolution will contain the rules
for properly filing a local liquor

application.
Being a dual licensing state
sometimes makes it difficult for an
applicant to navigate the waters.
There are thousands of local jurisdictions in Illinois with a myriad of
rules. It is impossible for an applicant to know all the rules, as there
are no uniform local standards
across the state.
By understanding the enumerated powers the state provides
local governments, an applicant
can gain a clear understanding of
issues it may face at the local level.
These state specific laws give an
applicant a road map for traversing
the government bureaucracy.
Under 235 ILCS 5/4-7 the State
provides local jurisdictions with
the right to fingerprint any applicant. This means the state delegates
background checks to the local
licensing authorities. When you

apply for a local license you can expect a criminal background check
and fingerprinting. Which also
means an additional fee will occur.
The biggest result of the background check is that the license
may face substantial delay. In
some jurisdictions this could take
months. So depending on the jurisdiction, prepare yourself for a
lengthy delay.
Under 235 ILCS 5/4-5 the State
allows a local jurisdiction to examine an applicant under oath
and conduct a public hearing on
a license. Whether the local jurisdiction exercises these powers will
determine how long an applicant
may need to wait for license approval. If the hearings only occur
once a month or at another infrequent time, an applicant may wait
months for a hearing. After the
hearing concludes, the application
may need another level of approval
through the mayor or local liquor
commissioner.
Under 235 ILCS 5/4-2, the mayor generally is the local liquor commissioner and needs to sign off on
any application. Before applying
for a local license, an applicant
should know the local process in

order to minimize the chances for
delay.
Under 235 ILCS 5/4-1 the State
allows the locals to determine the
amount of licenses per jurisdiction.
If the jurisdiction is at the maximum amount allowed, then the
applicant will either need to wait
in line or get an ordinance change.
Some other issues of note, large

Sean O'Leary
municipalities like Chicago and
Naperville have their own independent liquor commissions. In
Chicago the process is very involved and community input and
facilities inspections are necessary.
In Naperville, the commission reviews the applications and sends
recommendations to the Mayor
for approval.
And a further note, the State
under 235 ILCS 5/4-1 allows the
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locals to determine the license fee.
So in addition to a state fee, there
is also a local licensing fee which
differs by jurisdiction.

STATE PROCESS

Once an applicant obtains the
local liquor license, it can apply
for the state liquor license. Unlike
the local process and its myriad of
rules, the state process is straightforward.
Here are the items needed to
obtain a state liquor license: 1. A
completed and signed Retailer's
Liquor License Application; 2.
Proof of Insurance; 3. A photocopy
of the local liquor license; 4. If applicable, a prior state liquor license;
5. A completed Bulk Sales Release
Order Form from the Department
of Revenue (Form CBS-1), if there
is a sale, purchase, or transfer of
business assets; 6. Proof of purchase of the business, a bill of sale.
Also, you must provide proof
that the business has rights to the
retail premises through a lease or
mortgage; 7. A Business FEIN; 8.
Illinois sales tax account; and 9. A
check for $750.
Unlike the locals, the waiting
period is shorter. Normally, expect
a waiting period of 2-3 days.
Even if you can meet all the filing
requirements, there is one more
additional step that you should
consider. State law under 235 ILCS
5/6-2 prohibits certain individuals
from holding a liquor license. As a
precaution, you should make sure
that the applicant does not fall into
one of these categories. Further,
state or local government codes
may contain specific and targeted
restrictions for a license holder,
such as they can't obtain a license
under specific and enumerated
circumstances.

Conclusion

Obtaining a liquor license is
sometimes an arduous process.
Nevertheless, an applicant can cut
down on the frustration or burdens
by knowing the local process. By
planning accordingly, obtaining
a license can be a streamlined instead of a difficult process.
For info or if you need someone
to guide you through this complicated process, Irish Liquor Lawyer
is here to help!
sean.oleary@olearylpgroup.com
irishliquorlawyer.com.
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Michigan Irish American Hall Of Fame Names 2018 Inductees
The Michigan Irish American Hall of
Fame has announced its 2018 class of inductees. The Hall recognizes Irish Americans
who have made important contributions in
various fields of life in Michigan. The hon-

orees will be inducted in a ceremony at noon
on Saturday, September 15, at the Michigan
Irish Music Festival in Muskegon, MI, on the
Galway Stage. The public is invited to attend
the ceremony and following reception.
In the category of Arts and Entertainment
the Hall of Fame is honoring Michigan’s
legendary Blackthorn Band. For more than
30 years Blackthorn has pioneered and promoted traditional Irish music throughout
Michigan and far beyond, and has earned
an international reputation for performing
at the highest levels of professional musicianship. The band’s members, Richard
McMullan, Dennis Green, Gary McMullen,
Fred Klein, and David Mosher, have dedicated themselves to preserving the values
of traditional Irish music, while also introducing their own unique instrumentals and
vocals to their audiences.
Comfortably performing at
venues from grand concert
stages to small pubs, Blackthorn is proudly Michigan’s
own premier Irish band.
For nearly 50 years John
McMurray was the meteorologist for Michigan’s
most powerful and popular
radio and television broadcaster, WJR. He became a
household name, and people from all walks
of life started their day by listening to John
McMurray. Many prominent businesses
relied upon John McMurray to help decide
when their goods and services should flow
across Michigan. Long before radar and
computers became common in weather
forecasting, John McMurray earned his reputation as one of the best weatherman in the
country. He still provides weather forecasting on the popular statewide radio program
“Michigan’s Big Show,” hosted by radio
personality Michael Patrick Shiels. He also
continues to teach meteorology at Saginaw
Valley State University. For his exceptional

broadcast career benefitting the public, the
Hall of Fame inducts John McMurray in the
area of Public Service.
Muskegon native Mark Martin has been
one of America’s top professional sports
fishermen for more
than 30 years, and is
to be inducted in the
field of Sports. He is a
former World Champion Professional
Walleye Fisherman,
is a member of the
Freshwater Fishing
Hall of Fame, and in
2001 was National Angler of the Year. During
his career he has participated in more than
200 fishing tournaments and won more than
$400,000 in prize winnings. He promotes
the sport of fishing in Michigan, across
the U.S, and in Canada, through television
programs, outdoor
sports shows, seminars, fishing clinics,
and other events.
He has introduced
countless children
to the lifelong sport
of fishing through
his children’s fishing clinics. His
upper Michigan
winter ice fishing
schools bring to our
state some of our country’s
best professional fishermen
and outdoor writers as instructors, and have spread
Michigan’s reputation as a
year-round fishing destination. He is a prolific author of books and articles,
and has been honored as a
member of the Michigan
Outdoor Writers Hall of
Fame. He is a sponsored
Pro-Staff member who represents and advises many sports fishing manufacturers
and service providers.
In her career spanning more than 40 years
in communities across
Michigan, Sheila Dunleavy Mund demonstrated an uncommon
dedication to improving elementary and
secondary education.
As either a teacher or
administrator in Berrien
Springs, Tawas, Mus-

kegon, Montague, Dearborn, and Detroit,
she impacted generations of students with
her passion for learning and achievement in
students’ lives. She has been recognized as
a member of the Michigan Speech Coaches
Hall of Fame, the Ford Motor Partnership-in-Education, the Michigan Champ
Technology Team, and as a Teacher of the
Year. She is also a Lifetime International
Thespian Honoree. Throughout her life she
has selflessly devoted herself to numerous
charitable causes supported by Irish American organizations, such as the Catherine
McAuley Ladies Order of Hibernians, the
United Irish Societies, the Detroit Irish
American Club, the Motor City Irish Fest,
the Detroit St. Patrick’s Day Parade, the
St. Patrick Senior Center, and
the Capuchin Soup Kitchen.
The Michigan Irish American
Hall of Fame is proud to induct
Sheila Dunleavy
Mund in the field
of Education.
M.L. Mickey
Knight is to be
inducted in the
area of Public
Service. He has
dedicated his life
to public service as an educator, legislator, and lobbyist,
always displaying integrity
and professionalism. Mickey
graduated from Adrian High School, where
he excelled as a leading
multi-sport athlete. He then
attended Michigan State
University, where he was a
varsity baseball player. He
also played for the Gold
Medal winning American
Exhibition Baseball Team at
the 1968 Mexico City Olympics. After graduating from
MSU with bachelor’s and
master’s degrees, he served
as a teacher, coach and administrator, primarily
in the Muskegon Public
Schools District. He is a
lifelong member of the
Muskegon Irish American Society. In 1978 he
left education to work
in economic development, and Governor
Milliken appointed him
to the Board of Trustees
of Grand Valley State
University. In 1980 he
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was elected as the State Representative
from the Muskegon area, and he served
in the Michigan Legislature for 12 years,
where he earned respect on both sides of
the aisle. Governor Blanchard appointed
him to a special committee with Attorney
General Frank Kelley that travelled to Ireland at the invitation of the Irish American
Partnership, and for the next ten years
Mickey assisted in fundraising activities
supporting peace projects in Ireland. In 1993
he left the legislature and founded Knight
Consulting, a multi-client lobbying firm
based in Lansing. He remains involved in
issues affecting the citizens of Michigan,
and is especially endeared to the Muskegon
area and its Michigan Irish Music Festival.
Patricia McCormick Baese, who will
be inducted in the category of Education, has been a lifelong resident of the
predominately Irish
mid-Michigan village of Hubbardston.
She graduated from
Wayne State University with her degree in
Education and Dance,
and she taught middle
school physical education and gymnastics
in Montcalm County
until her retirement. She then took Irish
dance lessons and became so skilled that
in 1998 she founded the Hubbardston
Irish Dance Troupe. For 15 years this popular troupe of Irish dancers performed all
across Michigan, and also
travelled twice to dance
at Disney World. In her
small town she gave children the chance to learn
Irish dance, and with pride
her community saw their
children learn a beautiful
art form, and gain self-confidence and remarkable
poise through performing
before large audiences.
The dance troupe has continued to prosper and grow under new
leaders trained by Patricia.In 1990 she
opened an Irish gift shop in Hubbardston,
called the Celtic Path. Patricia’s store is not
only a fine source of Irish gift items, but has
also become an Irish cultural center for the
surrounding area.
The Michigan Irish American Hall of
Fame was founded in 2012 by the Muskegon Irish American Society, and is permanently displayed at Hennessy’s Irish Pub in
Muskegon and on the Hall of Fame website.
michiganirishamericanhalloffame.org
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President’s Message

As the summer fades and
the calendar turns to September,
there is so much to look forward
to at the Center this month.
Congratulations to Sean
Cleland and Kathy Medic on
another successful Francis
O’Neill Arts Week! It was great
to see so many young, smiling
faces and to hear all of the wonderful
music throughout the building.
The Fifth Province hosted a truly
mighty group of musicians in August
with a performance from Titan Tinne,
members of Noel Rice’s Baal Tinne and
his Academy of Irish Music. The pub
was buzzing with excitement with all of
the fantastic music, but was somewhat
bittersweet as Noel and the Academy saw
four of his prized students off to college.
Good luck to all of these young musicians!
September promises more of the same
with Altan visiting the Center as part of the
20th Annual World Music Festival Chicago
on Thursday, September 13. This citywide, multi-venue, eleven-day festival has
attracted more than 650,000 concertgoers
and has presented more than 650 artists
and ensembles from more than 80
countries since its humble beginnings 20
years ago. It is truly an honor to be a part
of this festival for the second year in a row.
This all ages concert is at 7pm in the Erin
Room and is free.
The High Kings return to the Center
on September 22nd for a sold-out concert
and we welcome three-time All-Ireland
Champion balladeer, uilleann piper and
multi-instrumentalist Jarlath Henderson
on Friday, October 5. Mark your calendars
for Sunday, September 30 for Breakfast
with the Board. Beginning with Mass
at 10:30am and followed with breakfast
from Harrington’s at 11:30am, this is an
opportunity to mingle with friends and
family and meet the 2018-2019 IAHC
Board of Directors.
It’s back to school this fall with Irish

language classes for all levels.
Connect with Irish culture, heritage
and new friends through the first
language of Ireland in an informal
setting. Classes begin for the fall
term on September 19. Speaking
of Irish language, congratulations
to IAHC member and NaGaeil
instructor Kelly Doherty, who was
honored at Milwaukee Irish Fest by Conradh
na Gaeilge of Milwaukee and the Dublin
Conradh na Gaeilge for her work throughout
the years promoting and teaching Irish
language.
Celtic Art Classes with Michael Carroll
resume for the fall season on September
16 and Memoir and Creative writing classes
resume on September 20.
The month is heavy with cultural activities
including another in the popular Saturday
Morning Tea Series; Tea with Harriet Tubman
on Saturday September 22. Kathy Cowan
performs From Ireland: Stories, Songs and
Poems of Irish Immigration with several
talented local Irish musicians on Sunday
September 23, and a three-part course, The
Irish: Evolution and Endurance with instructor
Anne McDonagh begins on Tuesday,
September 25 in the Library.
Many thanks to the Godley family; Board
member Rich, Sara, Liam, Aileen and one of
their favorite charities, Brittany’s Trees, for
their donation of a defibrillator to the Center.
This is a much-needed and much-appreciated
addition that will provide for the safety of our
members and guests.
Finally, save the dates for this year’s
iBAM October 26-28. Cliff and Cathy
Carlson and crew will be bringing in
another stellar group of authors, artists and
musicians for what is sure to be another
amazing weekend. As you can see, there
is so much to see and do at the Center and
truly something for everyone, so come on
out and join us.
See you around the Center!
Mike Shevlin, President
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SEPTEMBER ENTERTAINMENT

Music Starts at 8pm

9/1
9/7
9/8
9/14
9/15
9/21
9/22
9/28
9/29

John Devlin
Ceili Mor
In Spite of Ourselves
Joe Cullen
Whiskey Mick
Joe McShane
Fagan
Chicago Ceili Weekend Dance
Chicago Ceili Weekend Dance

Thursday Night Irish Music Sessions: September 6, 13, 20 and 27; 7pm
9/1
9/3
9/5
9/7
9/8
9/9
9/13
9/15
9/18
9/19
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/23
9/25
9/30
Mon-Fri
Tues
Wed
Thurs

Fri
Sat
Sun

September 2018

Shamrock American Club Social
Labor Day
Tara Club Senior Meeting
Francis O'Neill Ceili Mor
St. Patrick Fathers Social
Library Book Club Saints for All Occasions
Altan in Concert
Anam Cara Storytelling
Celtic Women Interational Meeting
Tara Club Monthly Musical Gathering
Continuing Your Genealogy Quest
Shamrock American Club Meeting
Tea with Harriet Tubman
High Kings Concert (SOLD OUT)
From Ireland: Stories, Songs and
Poems of Irish Immigration
The Irish: Evolution and Endurance Class
Breakfast with the Board Mass and Breakfast
Genealogy Workshop

Shamrocl American Room 8pm
Building Closed
Room 306
10am
Fifth Province
8pm
Room 109
8pm
Library
1pm
Erin Room
7pm
Room 306
6:30pm
Room 304
7pm
Room 306
10am
Library
7pm
Shamrock American Room 8pm
Fifth Province
11am
Auditorium
8pm

Room 109
Library
Auditorium
Library

Regularly Scheduled Events

Gift Shop
Nimble Thimbles
Memoir and Creative Writing Class (begins 9/18)
Traditional Irish Music Session
Na Gaeil Irish Language Class (begins 9/19)
Nimble Thimbles
Taping of the Craic Radio Show
Memoir and Creative Writing Class (begins 9/20)
Thursday Night Irish Music Session
Irish Heritage Singers Rehearsal
Francis O'Neill Club Ceili
Gift Shop
Na Gaeil Irish Language Class (begins 9/22)
Knotwork by Hand and Eye 1:
Introduction to Knotwork (begins 9/16)
Celtic Art Portfolio: Open Studies (begins 9/16)

Library Hours:

First Floor Lobby
Room 208
Library
Room 311
Library and Room 304
Room 208
Fifth Province
Library
Fifth Province
Room 306
Room 111
First Floor Lobby
Library
Varies
Varies

Tuesday 10am to 2pm | Wednesday 4pm to 8pm | Saturday 10am to 2pm

4626 N. Knox Ave., Chicago, IL 60630 • 773-282-7035

3pm
7pm
10:30am
1pm
4pm-8pm
9am-Noon
4pm
7pm
7-9:30pm
7-10pm
6:30pm
7pm
7pm
7pm
8pm
10am-8pm
7-9:30pm
10am
1pm

www.irish-american.org

4626 N. Knox Ave., Chicago, IL 60630 • 773-282-7035
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We Banjo 3: Top New Album, Many New Fans
By Ryan Gallagher Johnson
our career. We’ve always been about creating
In an innovative blend of traditional a fun show that’s not really taking ourselves
Irish and American bluegrass genres, a too seriously. It’s just mainly about people
movement referred to by themselves and coming out, having a good time, listening to
widely becoming known as “Celtgrass”, the music, connecting, singing along, dancing,
Galway-born group We Banjo 3 has created and just really getting into the music.”
a gorgeous mash of banjo, guitar, fiddle, and
After Fergal joined the group with his
mandolin that both sings to the ears and raw and energetic talent, while wearing
lightens the soul. Topping charts and filling his signature red pants to every gig, their
venues internationally, they’re taking the “superstar fiddler” and Irish Champion
world by storm, sharing their imaginative of fiddle and bodhran, added a different
collaborations and building a tremendous instrumental sound, creating a chemistry
reputation for themselves.
that helped broaden the band’s boundaries
Comprised of two
sets of very talented
Irish brothers, David Howley (lead
vocals, guitar), Martin Howley (mandolin, vocals, tenor
banjo), Fergal Scahill (vocals, guitar,
mandolin, fiddle,
viola, dobro, percussion) and Enda
Scahill (vocals, tenor
banjo), the band’s
natural chemistry
is palpable both in
Photo by Stacey McReynolds
sound and in person.
Growing up just twenty minutes from each as creators and entertainers.
other, their common love of music coupled
Once their natural symmetry began helpwith their separate inherent instrumental ing them make a name for themselves back
home, they decided to try to break into the
skills drew them together early on.
“We started originally with three mem- American music industry, and they manbers,” David Howley explains of the band’s aged to land a spot at Milwaukee Irish Fest.
inception. “ It was myself, my brother
“Our very first American gig was in MilMartin, and Enda, who was a friend of waukee seven years ago… We started the
ours. Enda had this idea of wanting to start band, and we knew that we wanted to break
something based around the banjo, and we into America, and we knew that the biggest
celebration of Irish music in America was in
just went for it.”
Enda, the “banjo wizard”, has recorded Milwaukee,” David explains.
with Grammy-winner Ricky Skaggs, played
With the incredible difficulty it can often
with The Chieftains, toured with Frankie be to land a spot at the Milwaukee Irish
Gavin, The Brock McGuire Band, and Stock- Fest, the band (mostly) credits Enda with
ton’s Wing, and is an author on Irish banjo helping them cut through the red tape.
techniques, with two self-published titles “How we got here, the first year? Um…
among the best-selling Irish banjo tutorials Enda is quite persuasive when he wants
available. Martin, a 7-time All Ireland Banjo to be,” laughs brother Fergal. “We had met
Champion, was the first Irish banjo player to Barry (Stapleton, director of the Ward Irish
play at the Grand Ol Opry in Nashville. And Music Archives in Milwaukee) in the past,
David, the immensely talented multi-instru- so he rang Barry and he said ‘Barry, I have
mentalist has toured with the group Free this crazy idea…’
Wheel, and provides We Banjo 3 with it’s
“The first gig the guys did, I wasn’t in the
rhythm section (webanjo3.com).
band. I came in as the fourth member of We
“At the start, it was just all fun. We really Banjo 3, being a fiddler and having the good
wanted to play music in which we could manners not to play the banjo. The first gig
enjoy and laugh, and we weren’t gonna they let us into was the Galway Arts Festival,
have to take ourselves too seriously,” David a very prestigious festival in Ireland, and we
continues, “That idea, I suppose, that root, sold that festival gig out. That was a good
has remained the root of We Banjo 3 through calling card. Enda went to Barry and said

‘look, the first festival we ever did with the
band, we sold out the venue. Will you take a
chance on us?’... Enda cajolled and persuaded, and Barry finally said OK.
“We came in, and we got in on Thursday,
and we did radio on that Thursday, and
then we did TV first thing Friday morning.
We did a gig Friday afternoon, a gig Friday
night… seven gigs and five radio interviews
over the weekend. But it paid off. It just built
over the weekend… it just caught fire and,
thankfully, we’ve been asked back every
year since, so we’re doing something right.”
‘Doing something
right’ is a gross understatement for this
incredible quartet. Just
off their U.S. summer
tour, they’ll take a short
break before heading
into their fall tour of
the Midwest and East
coast, which will then
lead into their U.S.
spring tour.
They also just released their latest album, Haven, the fifth in
their repertoire and the
first that is comprised
of self-written tracks. “It feeds into the
message that we started with, which is that
music should really be a safe spot for people.
The world is getting crazier and crazier… I
suppose that really shows the roots of the
band. We wanted to play music, have a good
time, have a space for people to come and
experience our music and not take it too
seriously, and I think that in today’s world,
that’s really important,” says David.
In any industry, working with both family
and friends can quickly turn disastrous. But
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the band seems to have not only made the
situation work for them professionally and
personally, they also credit a large portion of
their success to the fact that they’re so close.
“It’s a four-way,” explains Fergal. “We’re
all equal partners. It’s great 98-99.9% of the
time. Then you have a stalemate and it’s
two on two, and you just have to talk it out.
But because we’re brothers as well, you can
have very, I suppose, frank and honest conversations… and by the end, everybody is
still friends… because we’re actually family.
We’re all about the band moving forward.
We all put our energies into the band. The
band comes first.”
David also adds, “We have been an independent band for a very long time. We do a
lot of our own work. So, Fergal does a lot of
our video editing and audio editing. I do a
lot of our social media, and Endo and Martin mainy do the day to day running of the
band… I think that we have to be personally
invested in the creative product that is the
band to be… equal members. There’s no ego
in the band for that reason.”
Since its release, Haven has risen to #1 on
the Billboard Bluegrass Charts, which marks
the second time an album of theirs has been
in that slot, and is a tribute to that shared
creative energy and drive to make the band
the best it can be that keeps them working
together so well.
Fergal sums the work up best when he
explains, “I like to say that the two hours
on stage, I do for free. It’s all the rest of the
day that I get paid for. It’s the traveling and
the PR and the flights and the lack of sleep
and the being away from home and the
recording, and all of that is the ‘work’ part.
And then the music, that’s the easy thing.
That’s what comes naturally.”
For more information on We Banjo 3, including album information and tour dates,
you can visit their website at webanjo3.com

Shakespeare: ‘We Know Not
What We May Be’—Until We Try

Chicago actor and The
done in all his years of acting: performing Shakespeare
Theatre School at DePaul
outdoors.
University alumnus and
“I’ve learned so much
faculty member George
about myself through this
Keating teaches his students to keep trying new
experience,” Keating said.
things. As a 30-year indus“To be able to reach beyond
try veteran, it is easy to
yourself and avoid stagnation
become complacent, but
is truly crucial to lifelong
Keating practices what he
learning. I teach this to my
George Keating
preaches. He was recently
students all the time, because
cast as Baptista in First
taking on new challenges is
Folio Theatre’s World Premiere musical one way to continue learning, test yourself
production SHREW’D!, in which he took and have a rewarding career, whether they
Continued to page 53
the stage to do something he has never
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two weeks later the BBC
aired no less than three
Christmas tributes in honor of its dearly departed
Mike Morley
superstar, Jimmy!
BBC Director-General
Mark Thompson left BritParadox Of Tolerance ain abruptly on September 17, 2012 for a
Last month here I wrote on the growing new job in the U.S. Just two weeks later
wave of horrific sex crimes against chil- (and ten months after the BBC had killed
dren that has swept Britain since the late
1990’s, and the strenuous efforts made by
most everyone in authority to ignore those
crimes. Political correctness (PC) can manifest itself as “Powerful Claptrap”, multiple
examples of which we have suffered since
9-11, including the campaign to “build a
ground-zero mosque” (to show the world
“who we are”). Recently we’ve discovered
a Muslim run compound in New Mexico
allegedly training children to commit school
shootings with assault weapons. The alleged
compound leader, Siraj Wahhaj, is son of the
Imam of the same name at Brooklyn Mosque
Masjid At-Taqwa, who was listed as an
unindicted coconspirator in the trial of the Mark Thompson
1993 bombing of the World Trade Center. PC its own Savile exposé) British commercial
channel ITV finally aired a report on the
could stand for “Privileged Class”.
When Sir James Wilson Vincent Savile- lurid legacy of Jimmy Savile for its ‘ExpoOBE, DJ, BBC TV & radio personality, dance sure’ series, alleging that BBC producers
hall manager, charity fundraiser, friend of knew of Savile's predatory behavior as far
Prince Charles, Princess Diana, and Mar- back as the mid-1960’s. Then on October
garet Thatcher- died in October 2011, the 16 Ed Pilkington reported in the Guardian
British Broadcasting Corporation began in- that Lord Patten, former Conservative parvestigating that which it had ignored during ty cabinet minister and now chairman of
Jimmy’s life and career: multiple reports he the BBC, insisted there was no "corporate
was a sexual predator.
cover-up". However, Patten stated publicly
Most Americans don’t realize the huge that Thompson was one of only three BBC
role Savile played in British entertainment, executives who had been informed prior to
the spiking of the Newsnight investigation.
Chairman Patten was then contradicted
by the BBC's own press office, which announced he "misspoke".
The BBC finally aired a news special Oct
22, alleging their beloved broadcaster Jimmy not only abused young boys and girls
but may have been part of an organized
pedophile ring inside the BBC! Scotland
Yard then opened a criminal investigation
into allegations that Savile had committed
child abuse on an “unprecedented scale”,
Jimmy Saville
involving some 200 potential victims. The
including his longtime hosting children’s next day, October 23, NY Times Public Edand pop music shows on the BBC, publicly itor Margaret Sullivan penned an editorial:
funded by government mandated fees. “The Times Must Aggressively Cover Mark
During his career Savile raised an estimated Thompson’s Role in BBC’s Troubles”. It
£40M for charities (think Bob Hope or Jerry appeared Savile’s invisibility in the U.S. had
Lewis). And the BBC itself plays a huge role likely worked in former BBC Director-General Thompson’s favor as he waited to take
in the national identity of the UK.
BBC Newsnight planned a Savile exposé up his big new job: Chairman and CEO of
for broadcast on December 7, 2011. But two the New York Times!
days before air, the show was inexplicably
Five days later it was reported that back in
yanked from the schedule. Incredibly, just 2011 Thompson’s BBC office had twice been

Mick

contacted by journalists seeking comment
on the spiked Savile exposé. In response,
Thompson’s spokesperson told Britain's
Sunday Times that neither press request had
been conveyed to Thompson “personally”.
On November 12, 2012 The New York
Times formally named Mark Thompson its
new President and Chief Executive Officer.
But the controversy wouldn’t die. Just
three days later writer Matthew Purdy revealed in the NY Times that ten days before
leaving his job at BBC, Thompson had fired
off an angry letter to The London Times
threatening a lawsuit if that paper dared
publish an article it was preparing concerning the BBC killing its own Newslight
exposé. Most incriminating: Thompson’s
angry letter included a summary of Savile’s
abuse, and the allegation that crimes may
have been committed on BBC premises.
In reply, an aide to new CEO Thompson
(speaking anonymously) claimed Thompson had orally authorized the sending of
the letter, but was unaware of the details of
its contents. “It’s not clear if he was shown
it, but he doesn’t remember reading it”.
Thompson himself refused to clarify.
In the bi-partisan, left-leaning Daily Beast,
February 24, 2013, feature writer Peter Jukes
revealed transcripts of Thompson’s testimony before Britain’s 2012 closed-door Pollard
Inquiry into why the BBC canceled its Savile
exposé. When questioned about that letter
drafted by his BBC lawyers, Thompson
replied: “To be honest, I can’t recall reading the letter at all… I mean it is perfectly
possible the thing was handed to me and I
said, ‘That’s fine, send it.’”
That narrative doesn’t square with in-
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vestigative journalist Miles Goslett’s Nov.
11, 2012 report in Britain’s Sunday Times
which revealed that yet another letter was
sent to the Inquiry by lawyers for Helen
Boaden, BBC’s Director of News, claiming
she “informed Thompson in a telephone
call in December 2011” (the month the BBC
exposé was killed) “about the nature of the
accusations against Savile.”
“PC” as “Class Privilege”: on September
17, 2012 George Entwistle, B.A. Duram
University was elevated by Chairman Patten
to fill the job Thompson so hurriedly left.
Just two weeks later Entwistle had to face
the firestorm when ITV went public with
the allegations in which he had played no
part. He was left with that bag, and that
job which he held just 54 days, before being
forced to resign November 12. A prior BBC
Director-General, Greg Dyke, commented:
“Patten wasn’t exactly standing alongside
George on the barricades when it all went
wrong. And, as a result, young Entwistle
was hung out to dry, his career effectively
destroyed..... He wasn’t given the support
from above that he needed and deserved."
In stark contrast, Oxford educated Mark
Thompson landed with both feet safely on
deck commanding “all the news that’s fit to
print” at the helm of the New York Times.
© Michael P Morley 2018
Watch a show online: http://IRISHTV.US
Facebook: Irish Eye / IrishTV.US
Chicago cable TV: Channel 19: Monday
7PM, Tuesday 2PM
Comcast: NORTH suburbs: Channel 19 or
35: Tuesday, 6PM
WEST suburbs: Channel 19 Tues., 7:30
E-mail: IrishTV@att.net

Former Governor Pat Quinn was at the Heritage Center recently, collecting signatures
to limit the Mayor of Chicago to 2 terms. City Council took his plan off the ballot
- this time. Also pictured(l tor): Maureen Kennedy and her sister, Josephine Roche.

Irish Shops Are Here for You! - Support These Great Small Businesses!

Donegal Imports
Since 1979

Since 1957

From Ireland

We Carry Chicagoland’s
Largest Selection of
Waterford Crystal
and Belleek China
Irish
Newspapers!
Jewelry
*Claddagh
& Wedding Rings
Owner
*Pendants *Earrings
Alex McGrath
Clothing *Hand Knit Sweaters
*Hats *Scarves *Mittens
Large Variety of
Donegal Tweed *Hats *Caps *Jackets

order at alex@donegalimports.com
We use UPS to Ship Around the World!
Hours: MON 10-5
T-W-F 10-6 THUR 12-7 SAT 10-5
5358 W DEVON AVE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60646

(773) 792-2377

Owner Considering Retirement! Own an Irish
Import Store in a Great Neighborhood!

Feel Right at
Home Here!

Fresh Baked
Soda Bread
Scones,
Meat Pies,
Sausage Rolls

for your

TRADITIONAL IRISH BREAKFAST

Fresh Sausage, Rashers, Boiling Bacon
Black & White Puddings

Belleek, Galway Crystal,
Books, Clothing, Jewelry
•T-Shirts •Hats •Flags
•Stickers•CD’s •Novelties
We use UPS to Ship
Around the World!

Hours: MON CLOSED
TU-FRI 10-5:45 SAT 10-5 SUN 10-3
6346 W GUNNISON ST
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60630

gaelicimportschicago@gmail.com
facebook gaelic imports Chicago
773-792-1905
FAX: 773-792-1925

Located NW Side of Chicago!

Celtica
Gifts

1940 W. Montrose Ave Chicago 60613

773-784-7712

https://www.facebook.com/CelticaGifts

Offering a
Unique Selection
of Celtic Gifts and Food
Royal Tara - Cara Crafts
Galway Crystal - Belleek
Jewelry - Sweaters - Tea
Breakfast Meats & More

Gift Certificates Available
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No Irish market
Dawn breaks on a brisk summer morning would be complete
in the borough of Carrickfergus, ten miles without a fish monger and John Beattie
from Belfast
City. The small town hugs the banks glances over the long
of Belfast Lough, and two or three miles queue forming at the
downstream flows into the Irish Sea and rear of his fish van. He
eventually joins the North Atlantic.
keeps a reporter at bay while he weighs and
Local farmers, fish mongers, bakers, cuts the ever popular smoked Irish salmon,
flower growers, butchers, clothing and raising eyebrows at repeated requests for
household merchants set up their wares in the marinade soaked whiskey and maple
time for the seven o’clock opening of the variety. The popularity of Irish whiskey
year-round Farmer’s Market.
also surfaces in freshly baked scones at the
Call it a ritual, exclaims
Norman Laird a potato
grower who displays a wide
assortment of Irish spuds
and a multitude of fresh
vegetables. So fresh are the
produce, heavy soil coats
carrots freshly heaved from
the fields. Ditto for beet root
and abundant species of
potatoes, not a clean one in
sight! In supermarkets in the
United States and at Farmer’s Markets, produce for
sale are generally scrubbed
clean including Idaho or
russet potatoes. Might have
something to do with regulations from local boards of health. There’s Krazi Bakery by Mark Douglas’s kiosk.
a belief in Ireland that clay clinging to the Fresh baked scones are dotted with “whisspud translates into freshness promising a key soaked” sultanas! A couple buying two
dozen remarked on their lusciousness “near
longer shelf life.
Laird, who has worked the farm for thirty as good as drinking from the glass!
plus years sells a two kilos bag of “British
The crowd at the fish van favor kippers
Queens” for three pounds, advertised as and Beattie weighs portions at a brisk pace,
“balls of flower.” The Queens are high grade greeting customers by their first names, the
potatoes and if the crudely erected sign is chat vibrant and personal. For a non-kipper
accurate are “high in fiber, low in fat.” Gaz- fan, he displays a large container of small
ing at the vast harvest, one can ruminate on black shells, named whelks. These he perthe scores of books, articles, poetry and art sonally harvests at low tide, a pin necessary
devoted to the potato and their significance to extract the edible portion. With the tip of
in the Irish diet. The three year potato blight a knife, he extracted a midget size mush ball
from 1845 to 1847, resulting in a devastat- offering the slimy morsel to a nay-saying
ing famine, necessitating
the migration of several
million men and women to
lands as far as New Zealand,
Australia, America, and Liverpool. Scores died en route
and an untold number of
men, women and children
perished from starvation at
home.
Unlike Chicago and its
weekend farmer’s markets,
in Ulster all market participants are local, in contrast
to the Windy city where
farmers generally hail from
Fish Monger, John Beattie
nearby Michigan.

Roaming
in the Gloaming
By Estelle Shanley
journalist. Taking advantage of the refusal,
he pops the slime to his mouth, smacking
his lips. Beattie actually boils the whelks
and sells them conveniently in small mesh
bags. On my watch there were no takers!
Beattie has loyal customers at other market
throughout Antrim and services
them four days each week throughout the year.
Meanwhile, David Speers sells a
New Zealand kiwi for fifty pence
and red rhubarb for a smidgen of
its cost in season at Treasure Island.
In Ireland the fruit grows wild and
considered a fast growing weed.
However, a dish of Ben and Gerry’s
vanilla ice cream covered liberally
with warm stewed and sweetened
rhubarb could soften the heart of
an old Irish bachelor living with
his mother, taking a liking to the
widow living next door because
she cooks rhubarb.
Mark Douglas, the Krazi Baker,
was sixteen when his uncle owned a bake
shop and hired him as an apprentice. Thirty
plus years later, he’s an award winning baker and next Saint Patrick’s Day will feature
his enormous collection of Irish breads at
a London food festival. A few weeks from
now he’ll be cooking on a portable traditional griddle at the annual Carlingford
Oyster Festival selling his hotplate items
such as Farls, small bread without additives
general served with an Irish breakfast. He
also produces luscious breads including a
non-traditional scone laced with raspberry
and white chocolate. Carlingford, a thriving
seaside resort overlooking the Mountains
of Mourne in the South of Ireland has been
the recipient of the Tidy Town Award for a
number of years. One recalls the comment
from years ago made by a bartender at P.J.
O’Hare’s pub when asked if tourists flock
to the village because its a tidy town with
endless scenery, where the Mountains of
Mourne, as the popular song goes, do sweep
down to the sea. Ah! The tourists do come,
he says drawing a pint of Guinness, “they
come by the dozens!”
Not so today, Carlingford has emerged
as a thriving mecca for tourists who have
been heard complaining its so crowded
they queue up to order a Bushmill’s
whiskey and sip it as they walk along the
narrow streets steeped in history, charm
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and affluence.
Back in Ulster, Normal Laird will continue planting a six mile valley of potatoes
supplying them to markets in Ballymena,
Nutscorner and Carrickfergus and the old
and new bards will croon the song, I wish
I was in Carrickfergus.

The Krazi Baker, Mark Douglas

DUBLIN:

When Pope Francis arrives in Knock, the
hot topic around dinner tables, pubs, media,
restaurants, farmland, academia, and clergy
is speculation how the Pontiff will relate
to the alienation toward the Irish Catholic
Church? The elderly appear trumming with
exhilaration and exuberance, the younger
generation demonstrating little or no interest
in the Vatican or the visit, demonstrating
their opposition to the many teachings of the
church. The latter is amply reflected by an
overwhelming vote three years ago for same
sex marriage, and more recently, the passage
of an abortion referendum. Years ago the
churches’ efforts to reaffirm the prohibition
of divorce and contraception were ultimately thwarted by Irish voters, and divorce and
contraception are currently embraced by the
Irish. It’s therefore apparent that Ireland has
changed profoundly since Pope John Paul
II visited in 1979.
Knock, a small west coast Irish town,
propelled into popularity as a pilgrim’s
paradise, where an estimated two million
flock each year to visit the shrine honoring
the Virgin Mary. In 1879 fifteen people testified that Mary, the Mother of God, appeared
in an apparition. The onslaught of pilgrims
spurred the necessity of constructing Knock
International Airport, funded by private
funds.
Irish Catholic alienation continues to
spiral over the sexual abuse by priests and
the hierarchy, the cover-up of same, the
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physical, mental and sexual abuse
of women and children literally
imprisoned in Irish Industrial
Schools of yesteryear, orphanages,
and babies placed for adoption
without the knowledge of young
mothers who conceived outside
of marriage. Another major thorn
in a crown of abuses is the victimization of women, the escalating
shortage of priests, the ordination
of women, and a looming cloud of
church irrelevancy.
What is Pope Francis to do? It’s
been reported that mass goers in
Dublin and elsewhere have dwindled to a low 2% . Predictions on
the dilemma of decreasing recruitment of priests, plus the age of
those currently serving, will obviously result in fewer clergy serving
mass. On his two day visit this
September, will the Pope connect,
make an apology for the grievous
wrongs committed currently and
throughout Irish history, or will
he issue platitudes on a mission to
speak about the family.
Expectations run high. One million tickets have been issued for the
Pope’s Mass in Dublin’s Phoenix
Park, and another 45,000 available
in Knock. In sharp contrast, an estimated 2.5 million Irish men and
women lined the highways and
byways for a view of Pope John
Paul II almost 40 years ago.
Meanwhile, another Irish referendum has surfaced and Catholic
Ireland will vote this Fall whether
to remove the offense of blasphemy from the Irish Constitution.
Ironically this proposal follows on
the heels of the Pope’s declaration
that “blasphemy, the sin against
the Holy Spirit, is the only unpardonable sin.” Makes one wonder,
if the Irish voted to change the
constitution to allow abortion, why
not the removal of blasphemy?
When John Paul II visited Ireland, an estimated 97 percent of
the Irish identified as Catholic. The
2016 census reported that number
fell to 78 percent, and the number
of priests has plummeted by 70
percent.
Leo Varadkar, the Irish Taoiseact,
an openly gay man of Indian heritage, intends to challenge Francis
on same-sex marriage, and the
legacy of sexual abuse. Some time
ago he also indicated he would
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introduce the topic of ordination
of woman. Meanwhile, Josepha
Madigan, Minister of Culture, took
to the altar one recent weekend
in Dublin when the priest was a
no-show for mass.. She took her
position of the altar nd prayed
with the congregation. Her action
drew a scalding response from
Dublin’s Archbishop Diarmuid
Martin who lambasted her in the
Irish Times, claiming there were
no shortage of priests in Dublin,
adding the clergyman’s no-show
was a misunderstanding. Madison,
according to reports, plans to talk
to Pope Francis about the ordination of women. When contacted by
Irish American News she declined
comment.
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James Joyce Pub in Berwyn Holding Halfway to
Saint Patrick's Day Block Party on September 18th
Free Admission
Family Friendly
The James Joyce Pub Half Way
to Saint Patrick‚Äôs Day Block
Party will be held September 8th
in the 7100 block of Windsor Ave
from 3 to 11:30 pm
Come enjoy a day of Irish culture with bagpipes, Irish dancers,
irish music and irish food!
You will also have the chance
to support and donate to the
Band of Brothers Pipes and

Drums Honor Band.
The Band of Brothers Pipes
and Drums is a bagpipe and
drum band comprised solely
of active and retired firefighters
from Fire Departments within
the States of Illinois and Indiana, with the primary purpose
of providing musical support
at the funeral services for fallen
civil service personnel, including
Firefighters, Police Officers, and
United States Military Personnel,
killed in the Line of Duty.

Highlights include:
Great Irish Music featuring 4
Bands!
Corn Beef and Cabbage
Band of Brothers Pipes and
Drums
Trinity world Champion Irish
Dancer‚Äôs
Lots of Craic & Plenty of Guinness!
The James Joyce Irish Pub
7138 Windsor Ave.,
Berwyn‚ IL
www.thejamesjoyceirishpub.com

Great Irish
Music 4 bands

SAT. 23 OF SEPT.
HALF WAY TO SAINT
PATRICKS DAY BLOCK
PARTY
RD

photo by Bohumil_Petrik_CNA

Meanwhile, Colm O’Gorman,
executive director of Amnesty
International, allegedly abused
and raped in the eighties, will
meet with Francis and hopes to
receive a sense of personal peace
transmitting also to those abused
by clergy. However, Gorman and
hordes more realize that what the
church fears most is damage to
its reputation, well illustrated by
the global cover-up. The lingering
question is whether the church has
been sufficiently accountable for
the residual effects of sexual abuse?
Can the tide be turned in Ireland, a land historically tagged as
a Catholic isle? Catholicism has
definitely shifted and currently
more than 40 percent of Catholics
reside in South America, and even
bigger growths are evident in
sub-Saharan Africa from 45 million
in 1970 to 176 million in 2012.
Can the Irish Church recover,
regain its strength? Will the visit
of Pope Francis begin the healing.
Will there be a married clergy and
female priests? Francis is astute,
liberal and could be a healing force
for the lagging Irish church. #

7100 BLOCK IN BERWYN

Corn Beef
and Cabbage

Band of
Brothers
Pipes and
Drums

Come enjoy a day of Irish culture with
Bagpipes, Irish Dancers, Irish music and
Irish food!
You will also have the chance to support
and donate to the band of brothers Pipes
and Drums Honor band.

Trinity Irish
Dancers
Lots of Craic and
Plenty of Guinness

THE BAND OF BROTHERS PIPES AND DRUMS IS A BAGPIPE AND
DRUM BAND COMPRISED SOLELY OF ACTIVE AND RETIRED
FIREFIGHTERS FROM FIRE DEPARTMENTS WITHIN THE STATES OF
ILLINOIS AND INDIANA, WITH THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF PROVIDING
MUSICAL SUPPORT AT THE FUNERAL SERVICES FOR FALLEN CIVIL
SERVICE PERSONNEL, INCLUDING FIREFIGHTERS, POLICE OFFICERS,
AND UNITED STATES MILITARY PERSONNEL, KILLED IN THE LINE OF
DUTY.

JAMES JOYCE
IRISH PUB

7138 Windsor Av.
Berwyn
www.thejamesjoyce
irishpub.com
3:00 pm To 12 Midnight
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Alan Beale, Vice President of the Francis
O'Neill Club, Dies of Massive Heart Attack
There is great sadness in sharing
the information that Alan Beale,
Vice-President of the Francis O'Neill
Club, passed away from a massive
heart attack. It's a shock to us all but
especially to his wife, Barbara and his
daughter, Christina.
He was full of life and, among other
things, made it his mission to encourage growth and good times for the
Francis O'Neill Club. He taught Set
Dance Lessons on Tuesday evenings,
came when he could after work on
Friday nights, hosted a Set Dance
Workshop every Fall and always tried
to get the "newbies" out on the dance
floor. Alan was only 49 years old.
The Wake for Alan Beale was held
on Tuesday, August 7th at the Gibbons Family Funeral Home
Father Mick held a prayer service
at 4:30pm.
Internment was on Wednesday,
August 8th in Milwaukee at Valhalla
Cemetery and Chapel.
The eulogy was given by a family
friend and it was astonishing to hear
of Alan's many accomplishments
from when he was young that we
had never known about (ice-hockey!).
One thing that was not surprising was the common thread that
was heard from family, friends and
co-workers regarding Alan's intelligence, good nature, patience and
inclusiveness.
Our thoughts and prayers are
with Barbara, Christina and all of
his family and friends during this
difficult time.
Per Alan's wife Barbara's request,

they held a Friday's Ceili Mor at the
Irish American Heritage Center dedicated to the memory of Alan.
Whom have I in heaven but You?
And earth has nothing I desire besides You. My flesh and my heart
may fail, but God is the strength of
my heart and my portion forever.
(Psalm 73:25-26)
If you wish to send a card:
Barbara Riordan
c/o The Francis O'Neill Club
4626 N Knox Ave.
Chicago, IL 60630
See Set Dance Milwaukee on Facebook for much more on Alan.
God rest his gentle soul.
There's a new Teacher in Town!
The "Upstairs Ceili" doesn't know
what hit them. If they're even thinking of hiding out from a Set on some
cloud, he'll call them by name until
they get up and dance!
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Dulahan & The Drowsy Lads

Traveling the country selling Celtic music
has given me any number of blessings but
certainly one of the most important has
been the chance to see and hear fine local
bands that don’t get the exposure they richly
deserve. Two of these bands that I have followed over the years are Dulahan and The
Drowsy Lads, both from Ohio, both prolific,

talented and a total joy to hear. As it turns
out they both have new cds just released and
worth listening to.
I’ll start off with Dulahan because I’ve
known them the longest. The band consists
of 4 very talented musicians who play so
many instruments that I refuse to list them
all. Leo Butler handles flute, whistles, pipes,
and very nice vocals; Mark Sandlin plays
guitar and a flock of other instruments and
sings well; Greg Beasley plays fiddle and
also sings and, finally, Kyle Aughe, fine
Welshman that he is, does lead vocals, guitar,
banjo, etc. but also, and here’s the nut that
makes this group special, he writes all the
songs and all the music. No small accomplishment in this day and age. Kyle, a well
trained historian, uses our history as the
basis for many of his songs and he never fails
to pull a tear or two and many smiles out of
my face. In the current cd, “Relic of a Bygone
Day”, he starts out with a shameful episode
in our past when orphans were loaded on
trains and sent west to be snapped up as
cheap labor by farmers and others. “Orphan
Train” will start you googling, as it did me,
and probably pull a tear or two. There’s a
sweet love song, “Irish Moon” and a ballad
of an abused wife called “She Danced a Jig
on His Gravestone” and a tribute to Wales
called “No English Spoken Here”. Kyle ob-

viously has a soft spot in
his head for the American
Civil War, shown by two
songs in this collection
on that topic. “Last Night
Richmond” gives a great
feeling f the relief felt
by Federal forces at the
end of the war and “The Blue and Gray of
Erin” tells of the heartbreak caused by way
Irishmen were caught up on both sides and
ended up killing each other after leaving Ireland. The collection is well performed, fun
to listen two and just a taste of the delight
that a performance by Dulahan brings. I can
only hope that more festival promoters bring
Dulahan (www.dulahan.com) out to play. It
is a great joy for me to listen to a band that
is not only fun to listen to but also makes
you think and teaches you a wee bit about
our collective history. Keep on writing Kyle,
I love your stuff.
Now, on to The Drowsy Lads, (www.
thedrowsylads.com) proud possessors of
the finest collection of beards on a traditional

they’d be that good. I coulda told them.
I’m starting to see The Drowsy Lads range
further afield in their performances and
that makes me glad in that I know more
folks will have the delightful experience of
seeing these guys for the first time. On this
current cd they do one of the finest versions
of “Boys of the Old Brigade” that I’ve ever
heard done and then do a lovely version
of “Over the Sea to Skye”, a wee nod to us
Scots. The gem among gems for me is their
“C set” featuring a soft air on guitar (Seán
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Ó Duibhir an Ghleanna) followed by a jig
(Rolling Waves) that is as fun to listen to as
you could imagine. Always respectful of the
music, The Drowsy Lads deliver the goods
both in live performance and on their cds.
This month finds up in Muskegon Michigan for the wonderful Michigan Irish Music
Festival, September 13 – 16, www.michiganirish.org. Well worth the drive, we always
have fun in Muskegon, hope you can join us.
Catch me at store@rampantlion.com
Slainté

Brendan Byrne and Friends Open
B'el Bar and Kitchen on Elston Avenue
3188 N. Elston Ave.
Chicago, IL, 60618
872-241-9032 Hello@belchicago.com
Firefighter, musician and now part
owner of the restaurant bar B'el, Brendan
Byrne stays busy!
The place has been open about a year

now so it's high time you give it a try.
They are an afternoon- bar/restaurant
serving up great Mid-Western food and
the reviews are excellent.
Hours are: Sunday 12pm - 8pm,
Monday 5pm - 11pm, Tuesday - Closed,
Wednesday - Saturday 5pm - 11pm.

FAMILY
FRIENDLY

OPEN LUNCH & DINNER EVERYDAY. LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY

Irish band you can find. A band that never
fails to please the crowd they draw as soon
as they fire up their instruments. With wonderful stage presence and an abundance of
talent, these five guys get the crowds on their
feet, dancing, singing and generally having
a great time. Their new cd is “Everyone In!”
and that simple title really explains their
performing philosophy, they love the music
and they share that love. A little about the
guys, who are by the way the nicest bunch
of performers that I’ve had the pleasure to
know, Bryan Brookes plays flute, whistles
and mandolin; Phil Franck plays fiddle, banjo and sings; Josh Franck plays accordion,
bodhran and sings; John McKewen plays
tenor banjo, bouzouki and sings and Daniel McKewen plays guitar, uilleann pipes,
bodhran and sings. All the guys are serious
musicians and their vocals are a joy to listen
to. Folks have commented to me that they
were surprised when they heard the lads
because, being from Ohio, they didn’t think

Southside home of

Traditional Irish Music

John Williams sessions Tues, Wed, Friday & Sat
Nov 29 Derek Warfield & the Young Wolfetones
Queen of Hearts for St Germaine $25,000

Get Lucky at Clancy’s!

$5 Free Gaming Play

Minimum Purchase Required

or

Half Way to St. Pats
September 15th 7 pm

Nineteen Pints Live!
Guinness Glass Engraving
Rugby Ticket Giveaway

We Deliver!

$3 Off your order

Must present
this original
coupon.

Dine-In/Pickup/Delivery $15 Minimum

Limit one per person. Not valid with any other offer including $10 Mad Monday pizza special. Management may revoke the promotion at any time.
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of how promotions and salary increases are
determined. But probably the most important
factor in their success or failure in the
company is how they are treated by their superiors. The person who has worked his way
up in the organization can be just the right
person to help the new guy; or, if he is not a
Is Being A
caring individual, he could be the worst guy to facilitate
Manager A Tough Job?
the new individual’s orientation.
If you hear people complaining about how difficult
Encourage knowledgeable employees to share their
their job as a manager is, do you buy it?
wisdom with the new person. Treat the new employee
The first thing you, as a good manager need to do is to with respect and courtesy. Help facilitate his integration
hire the right people; take
into the company; perhaps go to lunch with him, no one
your time finding the right people. Don’t just fill it like wants to be an outsider. If you have any supervisory
some seat on the “bus”. As a
responsivity, be sure that you train him or her properly;
longtime observer of business, I am convinced that but resist the temptation to micro manage his/her every
many managers rush to
move. Almost no one enjoys having someone leaning
fill a job without due consideration of the talents needed over their shoulder and being criticized at every misstep.
to do the job well.
Stay positive when you are helping them to deal with a
If you are one of the interviewers, make sure you are problem. On the other hand, if you have some pertinent
asking pertinent questions
criticisms, share them as constructively as possible. Simthat will facilitate that you’re making a correct decision. ply telling them how to do something is not particularly
Don’t be afraid to follow up with the applicant
effective; explaining why you do it a certain way has
when they respond poorly to one of your questions.
proved to be the most effective route. Don’t dismiss the
Explain the job thoroughly to the applicants; how they other person’s approach; perhaps it might be better. Be
respond to your detailed
willing to think your way through the process.
explanation of the tasks involved may give you some
Show some interest in the person’s life. Married? Kids?
insight into their real interest
Lives close by or miles away? Any interest in carpooling?
or tell you if they are simply nodding in agreement Do you have common interests or backgrounds? Be sure
because they need a job.
to continue to demonstrate your interest and curiosity
If you, personally, are going to provide some of the in the business. Show your enthusiasm to your fellow
initial training, be thorough. Companies
employees.
often use different terms for the same functions or
Numerous studies make it immensely clear-a person’s
activity. Be sensitive to the interviewee’s
immediate boss is critical to his tenure with the company.
reaction to the information you are sharing with them. If you are a supervisor understand the important role you
Prod them a little to make sure that you
play in the continued employment of your direct reports.
are being understood.
So issue your instructions to your employees clearly to
Ideally, you or one of your trusted staff will provide the minimize any misunderstandings. Don’t belittle your
new person with an orientation
employees because they don’t understand a process or
about the company history and reputation. Studies a concept immediately; they may be used to completely
show that people who receive a shoddy
different styles of management.
orientation are significantly more likely to leave the
Obviously being a good boss, whether a supervisor,
company than a person who feels that s/he
manager or vice president, matters to your colleagues
has somewhat of a grasp of the company’s mission. and/or employees. As Coach Lou Holtz, of Notre Dame
Make sure that you tell them the
fame said, "It doesn’t have to be complicated”. I once
ethical expectations of this organization. Introduce them heard a presentation by the distinguished German aeroto several people that they will be
space engineer, Dr. Wernher Von Braun. As he walked
interacting with, so they can feel that they are part of to the podium his wife handed him a note. He quickly
something. Help the new perread the note. It simply said KISS. He
son to integrate with his fellow
thanked his wife fondly; she said “Dear,
employees. Show him or her
my message means Keep It Simple
around the organization. There
Stupid”. Remember before your fellow
is no doubt that time spent oriemployees walked through the shop or
enting a new person will prove
office door, they were intelligent and
to be invaluable in the long run.
competent mothers, fathers, sisters and
Beautiful Oceanfront
The successful integration of
brothers. If you treat them with respect
Cottage in Dingle for rent
a new employee is predicated
and dignity, they will probably return
on their feeling that they are Remodeled and furnished. 4 bed- the favor.
room, 4 bath with a fabulous view
valued by the
If you are a budding “boss”, you
organization. Ideally, the of the ocean at the mouth of Dingle might want to take a few minutes to rate
new employee feels that the harbor. Short walk to beach and only your own performance. CARPE DIEM.
For Your Consideration: Getting
salary is appropriate and fair. two miles from Dingle town. Sleeps
They also should be apprised 8-10. Call Colleen 312-399-8793 your team to do the thing RIGHT is called
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MANAGEMENT. Getting your team to do the RIGHT thing
is called LEADERSHIP. Unknown.
James F. Fitzgerald is president of James F. Fitzgerald
& Associates, Inc., a Naperville-based Senior Executive
Coaching and Career Transition firm. #630-420-0362
jamesffitz37@hotmail.com jamesffitzgerald.com

ARTHUR J. MURPHY
• Real Estate Attorney
• 35 years experience
• Personalized attention
• Reasonable rates
Retain an experienced property law attorney
to represent you in the purchase or sale of
residential or light commercial real estate.

MURPHY & SMITH, LTD.

53 W. Jackson Blvd. • Suite 628 • Chicago, IL

312-427-3650

arthurmurphy@murphyandsmith.net

The Six Penny Bit
5800 West Montrose 773-545-2033

Also Check Our Daily Specials

Fall Special- ALL DAY
All Domestic Beers (Btl) $2.50
All Imported Beers $3.50
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On the Upbeat
By Maryann
McTeague Keifer

Many of you would first have become
aware of Hannah Rarity when she was
touring as the singer with Cherish the
Ladies a few years back. Her smile and
red hair alone mesmerized the audiences,
and then she would begin to sing. Within a few bars, she had the whole group
hooked. She has only gotten better! Her
recently released Neath the Gloaming
Star is a collection of beautifully stunning
songs which she weaves a spell with as
you are listening. Hannah’s singing is

Mel Dermody

Hearing
Instrument
Specialist
312-528-3233
312-576-8444
mel@hearingworldonline.com
www.hearingworldonline.com
1136 S Delano Court Suite B201
Chicago IL 60605

Free Underground Parking!

lovely-clear, soft and
beguiling. Whether
the sorrow of “Land ‘O
the Leal,” or the quiet
fierceness of “Neath
the Gloamin’ Star at
E’en,” she makes you
“feel” the story. You will lose yourself to
the album as you sit and listen. It is not
the album for the car or the album to sit
around with friends to hear. It is personal; it is for the quiet “me” time. You will
find yourself listening it to several times
at a sitting. The title may be Neath the

uplifting. Donal masterfully transports
you through the tunes with his fiddle. As
they play together, you don’t hear them
as separate. They have a synchrony that
is captivating. You have to concentrate
to hear them as individual instruments.
When they have their solo parts, you
marvel at their almost unbelievable talent.
They have woven these tunes and sets so
beautifully, you want to hear them over
and over. They tell stories; they lift your
spirits; they give you the best of what
is traditional music. I am still craving
the “The Flower of the Flock/Mason’s
Apron” set, but need to close my eyes
and listen to the “There’s a Man Here on
Crutches…” How can you not want to
lighten your day with “The Recreational
Team” or “It May Well Be/The Monaghan
Fiddler”? Then there is…you are getting
the drift-The Bank of Turf is magnificent.
Donal is often found playing with his
McCague family, but this with Tommy is
a match made in music heaven.
Last, but so very much not least, is an
album I cannot put down. It is with me in

Gloaming Star, but it is Hannah’s time,
and her star is definitely rising!
Don’t miss the chance to own this very
special album. Thanks goes to Calum
Morrison, Hannah’s beau and member
of The Recollective for bringing her new
album to my attention!
I am very proud to bring to highlight a
spectacular new album out by Monaghan
men Donal McCague and Tommy Fitzharris. The Bank of Turf is brilliant. With
Donal on the fiddle and Tommy on the
flute, you are in for something very tantalizing to your musical senses. Tommy’s the car, in my office, on my ipod… CASflute is, at one time, rich, smooth and TOR BAY by brother and sister duo Barry
flowing, at another, light, fanciful and and Laura Kerr is a collection of tunes and
songs that showcase what is so special
about Ulster Trad. Raised in Lurgan,
Get Your AD in
County Armagh in a musical family, they
the Next Issue of
were tutored by the great Seamus Tansey
Irish American News
and mentored by the many musicians
cliff@irishamericannews.com
who played in the family pub.

OLD
ORLAND
INSURANCE
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14308 Union Orland Park, IL 60462
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‘Owned by SCI Illinois Services LLC’
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Barry is a multi-instrumentalist whose
flute playing is over the top lovely. His
“Dawn of Dara” is a jewel for all who
love the flute! Add in the tunes which
also feature him on the pipes, bouzouki,
and guitar, and you can’t help but be
wowed. Laura has such a beautiful light
touch on the fiddle, that you feel it is the
fairies playing their music. On “The Tailor’s Thimble” her fiddling will have you
hitting repeat often. Many musicians play
Paddy Fahy’s on their albums, but done as
a slow reel here, it is exquisite. I can’t hear
it enough. Several sets also treat you to
the incredible bass of Trevor Hutchinson,
always treat! Barry and Laura know how
to catch your ear and hold you captive.
Nothing catches your ear quite so
mightly as does Barry’s singing of “The
Tern and the Swallow.” Barry’s baritone
has a depth and haunting strength that
ensnares you. I have found myself hitting
the replay button several times in a row.
I don’t want it to be over. CASTOR BAY
is a must have album. If this is a first album, we can only imagine the great play
we will continue hearing from this duo
All of these musicians I have written
about today are representative of the continuation and future of Traditional music.
They have put their talent out there for us
to be able to hear and enjoy. It is our job
to support it by not only purchasing their
albums, but by getting out to the concerts
and sessions and letting them know their
music is appreciated. I well know how
inertia sets in once I am home, but I also
have never regretted an evening of music,
and have gone home better because of it.
Make it your goal to get out to the music
and to bring a friend with you.
Hope you’ll tune into IRELAND
TONIGHT on WDCB every Monday
evening from 8-10PM central time for
more of this brilliant music. Join us in
the chat room on Facebook at irelandtonight_slainte for the craic!
Tabhair aire,
Maryann

Slane Irish Whiskey, Hibernian Transmedia
and Gene Siskel Film Center present
4th Annual

John Ford

gney

James Ca

ofilis

Sean Hart

September 28, 29 and 30, 2018 • moviehooley.org

Covadonga
Friday, September 28, 8:15 pm

on

John Hust

Writer / Director / Star Sean Hartofilis in Person!

Cardboard Gangsters

Grace Kelly

Chicago Premiere

Saturday, September 29, 8:00 pm
Director Mark O’Connor in Person!
nnor

Mark O’Co

Mother’s Day
American Premiere

Sunday, September 30, 5:00 pm
urges

Preston St

Director Fergus O’Brien in Person!
moviehooley.org
Gene Siskel Film Center, 164 N. State Street, Chicago
TIX - www.siskelfilmcenter.org Hotline: (312) 846-2800

Brien

Fergus O’
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“All I Ask is A Merry Yarn…
When the Long Trick’s Over…”
It’s not the earliest memory I
have of my parents, of course it
isn’t; but it’s certainly one of the
nicest.
There was my brother Donald
and me – he, six years of age and
me, eight – in the back of my dad’s
old Ford Zodiac.
Crazy, the things you remember.
I loved that Zodiac because of
the little fins it had on the back of
it. I was already into science-fiction and it made me think we
were being sped along in that
underwater vehicle from Gerry
Anderson’s 60s TV puppet show
‘Supercar’.
And we were coming back
from a day on the beach at Ayr,
Scotland. I can’t remember what
sort of messing around we were
doing in the back, probably annoying our little brother Tom, who
was four.
But in that vague way you have
when you’re that age, you always
have your big ears open to what’s

“WE’VE ALWAYS BEEN GREEN!”

going on with the adults – the
grown-ups – the ones that make
life safe for you; not that you
think of it in those terms. But
whoever first coined the phrase
‘Little pitchers have big ears’ had
the right of it.
And we could hear Tom and
Agnes ‘Nan’ Brady -- our parents-talking back and forth about the
lovely day we’d just had.
White noise, really, except…
Out of the blue, Nan asks Tom
what was the happiest time in his
life; and Tom says: ‘This is. This
is the happiest time in my life’.
I can still remember Donald and
me just stopping – one of those
magic moments of stillness that
you never ever forget – and looking at each other, this pure glow
of happiness about us.
It’s a rare thing that, to witness
pure contentment in your parents.
It was more than that. It was
wonderful.
Tom died fifteen years ago,
happy that he had instilled a

love for Ireland
in me. I moved
away initially
from Scotland
in 1977, doing
the hippy trail
through Europe.
And, as was to be a constant in
my life, it came about because of a
book: James Michener’s 1971 The
Drifters. I wanted to see all the
places in that book and I did. After that I couldn’t settle and with
Tom’s tales of Ireland ringing in
my ears I came here in 1979. And
Ireland has been my home since,
something that my father loved.
Well, it gave him a chance to
visit at every opportunity.
He had been in the
navy as a young man
and travelled more
extensively than my
brothers and I ever
knew, until we found
his journals and his
poetry after his death.
I had inherited his
love of travel without
knowing it and in fact
was then working as a
travel writer.
But I wish now that I had listened more closely to HIS travels.
You never do though, do you?
You never pay enough attention
to your parents until it’s much
too late. And then you only have
the rest of your life to regret not
doing so.
After Tom died, Nan lived as a
ferociously independent woman.
She was happy in her own little
domain, missing Dad but keeping
the mind active with her perpetual
interest in the world. And her
crossword puzzles; of course, her
crossword puzzles.
On the 5th of July, at the age
of 82, Nan had a major stroke.
She has survived it, thankfully,
although it is going to be an uphill struggle for her to get back to
where she was. My brothers and
I travelled back from the various
parts of the globe we were in, the
first time we’ve all been together
since Tom’s funeral.
Nan – my beautiful,
bloody-minded, independent
mother – is temporarily laid low.
I can’t believe it. None of us can.
But being back together, what

memories have been opened up!
They gave us one hell of a terrific
childhood, Tom and Nan did.
And I want her back on her feet
as soon as possible, so that we can
tell her that.
We HAVE told her, over and
over; but it seems to me now that
you can never tell your parents
enough, how much you love
them.
I hate to see her like this. She

has always been the most aware
of women; don’t let old age make
anyone think any different.
There’s a passage in Paul Scott’s
The Jewel in the Crown that I’ve
always loved and I thought of
it when I saw her lying in that
hospital bed, a billion memories
trapped behind that unprecedented silence, those still-vibrant
brown eyes:
“…intense sunlight, deep and
complex shadows… The textures
of the leaves are many and varied,
they communicate themselves
through sight to imaginary touch,
exciting the fingertips: leaves
coming into the tenderest flesh,
superbly in their prime, crisping
to old age; all this at the same
season because here there is no
autumn. In the shadows there are
dark blue veils, the indigo dreams
of plants fallen asleep, and odours
of sweet and necessary decay…”
We had to make the decision,
since Nan couldn’t -- silent for the
first time that we can recall -- to go
through her things. What sheer
intrusiveness it has felt!
There are the photos of her
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and Tom, young
people starting out
on their life together at a stage where
none of we brothers
even existed. That’s
a strange feeling, to
see these two people that we only
ever knew as Mum and Dad, at
that point.
And to come across my dad’s
vast, eclectic range of books! He
was down the pits as a miner at
the age of thirteen (something that
today we would surely call child
abuse); and when he decided that
it wasn’t for him, out and join the
navy. So he was a self-educated
man.
And Nan still has all of
his books, ranging from
his huge collection on
the Celtic football club
to his love of the sea with
Rosie Swale’s Children
of Cape Horn through
Chichester’s The Lonely
Sea and the Sky to his
endless fascination with
Native American Indian
history: biographies of
Sitting Bull, Geronimo,
two copies (for some reason) of
Dee Bown’s Bury My Heart at
Wounded Knee; or his books that
showed his delight in the Battle of
Little Big Horn. He always liked
to see the underdog winning, did
my dad, probably something to do
with his Irish heritage.
No, we just don’t appreciate
them enough when we should,
any of us.
I’ll leave you with one of Tom’s
favourite passages, from poet John
Masefield:
“I must go down to the sea
again, to the vagrant gipsy life,
To the gull’s way and the
whale’s way where the wind’s
like a whetted knife;
And all I ask is a merry yarn
from the laughing fellow-rover,
And quiet sleep and a sweet
dream when the long trick’s over.”
And that marvelous memory
I’ll always have of Tom and Nan,
when she asked him what his
happiest time was, after a simple
day on the beach:
“This is. This is the happiest
time in my life”.
chasbrady7@eircom.net
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Promoting Pluralism

Anybody following the news
in recent months will be aware
that alt-right groups have been
particularly vocal in spewing
their anti immigrant opinions.
Sadly, for many of them they
do so by attaching their views
to Mr. Trump’s election slogan:
“Make America Great.” They
will also appeal to the ideas
of the Founding Fathers as a
justification for their racist and
xenophobic views.
The Constitution of our great
nation provides us with the basis
of the law that allows any person
born outside the US to become
a naturalized citizen. In fact the
rights and freedom given to our
citizens were very much in the
thinking and writing of such
people as James Madison. The
notion that “all men are created
equal” and entitled to live in

George Keating
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freedom from the domination
of any one class or group is very
clear. Madison stated: “This freedom arises from that multiplicity
of sects which pervades America…for where there is such a
variety of sects, there cannot
be a majority of any one sect to
oppress and persecute the rest.”
The Philosopher, Thomas
Paine also expresses this idea:
“If there is a country in the
world where concord... would
be least expected, it is America”.
“Made up as it is of people from
different nations, accustomed
to different forms and habits of
government, speaking different
languages, and more different in
their modes of worship, it would
appear that the union of such a
people was impracticable.” It is
a testament to the success of this
great experiment in democracy
that has become one of our great-

Continued from page 41
continue pursuing theatre or not.”
Set in a 1930s Chicago jazz club,
SHREW’D! followed the lives of two
sisters – the tempestuous songwriter,
Kate, who simply doesn’t have time for
a man, and her sister, Bianca, an up-andcoming dance sensation. While trying
to make their mark in their father’s
nightclub, the sisters meet Petruchio and
Lucentio, two mugs who fall for them
like the proverbial ton of bricks. A blend
of Shakespeare’s dialogue and original
music and lyrics with a Chicago twist
provided an unparalleled fusion of the
original story and modern adaptation,
especially on the gorgeous outdoor
stage at First Folio Theatre, surrounded
by mature trees and rolling grass.
Keating has always been a fan of
Shakespeare and heightened text acting,
but throughout his career has developed
an appreciation for musical theatre. In
SHREW’D!, he played Kate and Bianca’s
father, a softer, more caring character
than in the original play.
“There is something so pure about
performing Shakespeare outdoors,”
he said. “It is grounding to be able to
emphasize a new adaption of Taming

est strengths as a nation. Far
from impracticable, this country
continues to display the beauty
and practicality of the lived experience of the ideas framed in
our constitution.
This is so beautifully expressed in the Motto E Pluribus
Unum, which means “Out of
Many One.” This of course was
replaced by the Motto “In God
We Trust” which incidentally
only became law in 1956.
Thomas Jefferson’s words
are worth reflecting on, he said
“"Shall we refuse the unhappy fugitives from distress that
hospitality which the savages
of the wilderness extended to
our fathers arriving in this land?
Shall oppressed humanity find
no asylum on this globe? The
Constitution, indeed, has wisely
provided that, for admission to
certain offices of important trust,
a residence shall be required sufficient to develop character and
design. But might not the general character and capabilities of a
citizen be safely communicated
to every one manifesting a bona

of the Shrew in the same way so many
performers have throughout history, while
completely transforming the story to reflect
more modern values with original music.”
A native of Pittsburgh, Keating has
appeared on Chicagoland stages for decades, starring in Rock of Ages (Drury
Lane Theater), The Odd Couple (Theatre
at the Center), Les Misèrables (The Paramount Theatre), Bridadoon (The Goodman
Theatre), The Three Musketeers (Chicago
Shakespeare Theatre) and many more.
Keating is proud of his Irish heritage. His
family originates from County Wexford in
southeastern Ireland. He and his sisters
look forward to exploring the countryside
and the best of Irish traditions when they
visit the country for the first time next
summer – and probably enjoying a Guinness or two.
“Being of Irish descent means having access to this complex connection larger than
one’s self,” Keating said. “Growing up, we
always spent tons of family time together,
attended church and carved out quality
time, especially on St. Patrick’s Day. There
was something about the mystical parts of
being Irish Catholic, the belief in a greater
power that defined me and my family.”
Learn more about Keating and First Folio
at www.firstfolio.org

fide purpose of embarking his
life and fortunes permanently
with us?"
The sad thing is that people
like Stephen Miller who acts, as
a senior advisor to Mr. Trump
would have us become a nation
of exclusionists. Miller and his
ilk are very dedicated to making
America white again.
We need as citizens to stand
up to the small minded and
racist minority and embrace the
plurality that makes America
great.
Two frogs in the milk
This is the story of two frogs.
One frog was fat and the other
skinny. One day, while searching for food, they inadvertently
jumped into a vat of milk. They
couldn't get out, as the sides
were too slippery, so they were
just swimming around.
The fat frog said to the skinny
frog, "Brother frog, there's no use
paddling any longer. We're just
going to drown, so we might as
well give up." The skinny frog
replied, "Hold on brother, keep
paddling. Somebody will get us
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out." And they continued paddling for hours.
After a while, the fat frog said,
"Brother frog, there's no use. I'm
becoming very tired now. I'm
just going to stop paddling and
drown. It's Sunday and nobody's
working. We're doomed. There's
no possible way out of here." But
the skinny frog said, "Keep trying. Keep paddling. Something
will happen, keep paddling."
Another couple of hours passed.
The fat frog said, "I can't go
on any longer. There's no sense
in doing it because we're going
to drown anyway. What's the
use?" And the fat frog stopped.
He gave up. And he drowned
in the milk. But the skinny frog
kept on paddling.
Ten minutes later, the skinny
frog felt something solid beneath
his feet. He had churned the milk
into butter and he hopped out
of the vat.
Author: Melissa D Zartman
Should you have any comments, questions or suggestions,
please feel free to contact me at:
Michael@straussrealty.com
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We'll Take a Cup of Kindness Yet:
Memoir & Manifesto by Sean Throne

This is the second book written by John Throne, who now
makes his home in Chicago. His
first book, The Donegal Woman, has sold over 30,000 copies.
Born into a small farming
Protestant Orange Order family
in East Donegal, Ireland, John
Throne became a socialist. an
internationalist and an atheist.
In this book he weaves together
his family, personal and political lives and attempts to explain
how the collective power and
collective brain of working
people can end capitalism, and
build a new world.

of the wondrous and beautiful and varied forms of life.
Capitalism now threatens this
life with its climate change, its
environmental degradation
and its possibility of nuclear
war. However, there is an alternative. The collective power
and collective brain of working
people worldwide acting together can end capitalism and
establish a democratic sustainable socialist peaceful world.'
This book will be available
at iBAM!Chicago 2018 held at
the Irish American Heritage
Center, 4626 N Knox Ave., Chicago IL 60630 on October 27, 28
between noon and 6pm.
If you would like to buy the
book online go to www.books.

County Westmeath (An larmhai) it originally formed part of
the historic kingdom of Meath.
It was named Meath because
the kingdom was located in the
geographic center of Ireland.
The word Meath means middle.
The county town is Mullingar.
The population is about 89,000
people. Following the Norman
invasion of Ireland, the territory of the Gaelic Kingdom of
Westmeath formed the basis for
the Anglo-Norman Lordship
of Westmeath. It was granted
by King Henry II of England to
Hugh De Lacy in 1172 following
the failure of De Lacy’s male heirs
in 1241. The Lordship was split
between two great granddaughters. During the Tudor conquests
of Ireland, the parliament passed
an act of dividing the county into
two. I wrote an article months
ago about Meath. Westmeath is
the 20th largest of the 32 counties. The Hill Uisneach in the
barony of Moy castle is sometimes regarded as the national
'Life on earth began 3.8 bil- ie and search for We’ll Take a geographic center of Ireland
lion years ago. The first humans Cup of Kindness Yet.
however, the actual geographic
emerged 1 to 2 million years
center lies in Roscommon. The
Price is $20.92.
ago. Our planet today is full

Linda
Review by Terence Boyle
Steep Theatre -extended run
1115 W Berwyn, Chicago, IL 60640
Penelope Skinner’s play, now
on an extended run at the Steep, is
definitely worth seeing. Skinner’s
take on the invisibility of women
of a certain age is deftly delivered
by director Robin Witt. While the
social media shaming aspect of
the play and the stereotyping of
men of a certain age seem a little
contrived for effect, there is no
doubt that Skinner perfectly captures the reality of what it means
to be an older woman in a man’s
world. For all the advancements
we claim to achieved, there is no
doubt that women still bear the

brunt of gender inequalities.
Kendra Thulin, as Linda, does
a splendid job of presenting the
audience with a character that
sympathetically flawed. Blinkered
to the capriciousness of the male
corporate world and the cracks
in her own family life, whether
consciously or unconsciously,
Linda is cursed and blessed by the
need to succeed. Linda represents
the dilemma faced by women
in competition with their male
counterparts. It is no level playing
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summit of Mullaghmeen is the
highest peak in Westmeath at
260 meters. This makes Westmeath the lowest county top in
Ireland. Westmeath’s population
growth has been stronger than
the national average, after the
terrible famine, the population
declined dramatically. It stabilized in the middle 20C and has
continued to grow, we hope it
continues to grow and prosper.
Westmeath’s proximity to Dublin
with good motorway facilities
and frequent rail services has
made commuting popular. The
largest town is Athlone, followed
by Mullingar. If castles are your
thing there are a few spectacular
ones in Westmeath which include: Tullynally & Charleville.
They are worth checking out
when you are over visiting your
loved ones. According to a recent
census 52% of households have
at least one Irish speaker. That
sounds hopeful that our national language will be around for
years to come. (maith thu, is ga
an og e a fhoghlaim) Hats off to
the Westmeath ladies they won
the 2011 All Ireland intermediate

football championship. A few
songs dedicated to Westmeath:
Town of Athlone, fainne geal
on lae, Westmeath bachelor &
town of Athlone. A few famous
people that are from Westmeath:
Michael O’Leary (CEO of Ryan
Air) Tip O’Connor (Journalist).
Now onto a sport topic. This
year, my county, Kilkenny let
me down. I was disappointed
with the senior hurling team’s
performance although they had
plenty of chances. I think Galway
was too much for them. All in all,
Kilkenny deserve credit for their
amazing performance over the
last 20 years. Since 2000 Kilkenny
has won 11 All Ireland Finals.
As for Brian Cody no one can
dispute his amazing talent and
record as manager. However,
like every famous career or hallof-famer there comes a time to
hang it up. Well Done Mr. Cody.
I will wrap this month up with
this bit of translation about beer.
Some doctors will even tell you
a beer from time to time is good
for you. So, in case you want to
say you want a beer while your
abroad. In Irish you say, “beoir
amhain le do thoil, Spanish, “una
cervaza por favor, Danish-kan
jeg have en ol, Polish, czy moge
dostac piwo, Greek-Mee a bir a
para kal oh, and Italian-una birra
per favore. Up Westmeath! For
questions or comments please
call me at (708) 425-7021

field between the sexes. Thulin’s
performance is engaging. She
controls her stage presence in a
way that is true to life. A successful
woman, walking the tightrope of
family and career, cannot afford
to make a wrong step without

monumental consequences.
Bridget, played by Caroline Phillips, is a wonderful example of a
young woman full of potential, and
idealism. Phillips brings innocence
and a much-needed comic relief to
a play that condemns us all for our
intractability. Her role, as the next
generation of powerful women, remains unresolved. Change, when
it comes to real social and political
change regarding gender equality,
is portrayed either a cosmetic enterprise with no real substance, or
fundamentally resisted by men in
power. Skinner’s hard-hitting drama forces us to question whether
there will ever be any significant
changes in the gender roles while
women are held to criteria that
judges them by age and beauty.
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Good Night and A Fond Farewell as 35-Year Chicago
Gaelic Park Volunteer Harry Costelloe Heads to Florida
Every organization wishes all their
volunteers were as good as Harry!

Your Man for All Seasons

With special thanks to Flann O’Brien
When things go wrong and will not come right,
Though you do the best you can,
When the Tara Room floods late at night –
Harry Costelloe is your only man.
When you think your dancing feis may fail,
And you’re questioning your plan,
There’s a fellow that you should hail Harry Costelloe is your only man.
When the Queen Contest needs some tech,
To tabulate and scan,
To count the votes and run a check –
Harry Costelloe is your only man.
When snow has fallen to a great height,
Just call on the man who can,
Stay up all night and fight the fight Harry Costelloe is your only man.
When the rains have come and the grass is high
And there are matches to be ran,
The tractor will be flying by
Harry Costelloe is your only man.
When the GAA has trouble and strife,
And the slurry has hit the fan,
Who can bring it back to life?
Harry Costelloe is your only man.
We would like to say to Gwen,
That you’ve made a brilliant plan,
Your special guy gets 10 out of 10 Harry Costelloe is your only man

