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To all my Irish Friends

Please
vote for
me!

Jesus “Chuy” Garcia for Mayor
St. Rita Mustang, Class of ’74

Vote Chuy on April 7th
Show ’em what the St Patrick’s Battalion is
all about! Thank you and God bless you!
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From the
Motherland
By Sean Farrell

It’s the Economy, Stupid

Year Five of the Government, still lagging in the polls but with ratings for both
parties beginning to improve. It’s less a
case of an increase in popularity, more the
avoidance of banana skins recently. Ministers have also demonstrated a willingness
to be proactive on some issues – something
noticeably lacking last year.
There are other factors. With the election campaign in almost full swing some
minds at least are concentrating on what
alternatives are on offer. They’re not great.
Fianna Fail, anchored at a low level of
support, can scarcely criticise a government which has largely implemented
its own blueprint for recovery. Sinn Fein
comes with legacy baggage and a fanciful populist economic programme which
seems unlikely to stand up to any serious
forensic scrutiny. Ditto for anti-austerity
groups and individuals on the left; it is
difficult to envisage any coherent electoral threat emerging from them or other
independents articulating dissatisfaction
over sectional and local grievances. Disenchantment with the political system, yes;
more independents yes; an alternative
government no. The appeal of the newly
launched Renua party is difficult to gauge
at this stage; its first priority will be to
establish itself.
Externally, the failure of the new Greek
government to make much headway in
writing down its debts has also helped.
Any deal it might manage to secure spells
trouble for the government here, so the
deafening silence from the left over its
lack of progress so far has spoken volumes. This may change – Greece might
get its deal, but on the evidence so far it
is unlikely to be a radical one. The saga
is providing a lesson in basic economics
as well as one in realpolitik. The Greeks
have four months from end February to
negotiate something.
By then some domestic issues here may
be either resolved or coming to the boil.
Irish Water remains a running sore. By
June the impact of the first water bills will
have registered and the level of the “can’t
pay, won’t pay” movement become clearer. Will the bills fuel more mass street protests? Or will the middle classes back off,
uncomfortable with the aggressive tactics

of a minority of
activists? The issue is too close to
call and has huge
potential to bury
the government.
Mishandled from
the start, can the current structure survive
a non-compliance figure of 40%? And how
will the 60% compliant feel about paying
for the water of the other lot?
Perhaps, like the Poll Tax in Britain
a generation ago, the politically best
solution would be to fudge, dump, and
start again. There appears to be enough
buoyancy in rising government revenues
to carry the cost until the issue has been
thrashed out comprehensively. Given
that this is the second largest infrastructural project in the history of the State it
surely merits this. Irish Water has proved
a quango too far and this message, which
has resonated from the public in letters of
red, should be taken on board politically.
Despite protestations this has simply not
yet happened.
Poised for take- off also is the problem of
Repossessions/Evictions. Readers of this
column will know I have been pointing up
for several years the political impossibility
for any Irish government to countenance
thirty thousand plus evictions, period.
Following several bouts of can kicking
over the years, a) we’ve now run out of
road, b) the banks – what’s left – have
exited zombie status and are again profit
making, and c) property prices are once
more on the rise. The banks, holding all the
cards, scent an opportunity to repair balance sheets and maybe even make a profit.
The result has been a dramatic surge – to
one thousand a month - in applications to
the Courts for repossession orders.
It has been a slow process – but, like
melting ice, at a certain point the pace
begins to pick up. Which is where we are
at. Presumably the Government hoped
the issue would not become toxic this side
of the election. And, indeed, it may well
be that the number of ACTUAL evictions
(as opposed to court orders issued but
not executed) in the year to come will be
few, with court delays and adjournments.
However, the issue is now out there and
the sticking –plaster attempts to deal with
private insolvencies thus far have been
exposed as totally inadequate.
Government at last appears seized of
the issue but what to do? In a nutshell,
the problem is the thirty seven thousand
plus mortgages over two years in arrears
(around one-in-twenty of the total). Realistically these mortgages are dead and
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will never be redeemed. These are not
mortgages on properties to let – for which
there is no public sympathy – these are
on the family homes of ordinary people.
Writing down – or off – the debt raises
the issue of “moral hazard” – admittedly
a dubious concept in view of our bailout
of the banks – and bankers – and the
emergence, phoenix-like and relatively
unscathed, of many of the major figures
and developers who stoked the boom. But
there are obvious difficulties in justifying
debt forgiveness for the next-door-neighbour to someone who has dutifully paid
often crippling mortgage repayments, and
suffered the increased taxes and levies
since 2008. Perhaps a new NAMA can be
devised, one with a mandate to sort out
and rein in the banks and deal on a case
by case basis. The issue merits this. Government strategists should be wary lest a
series of hard luck cases emerge, replicating the political damage of the medical
cards fiasco last year. Like Irish Water it’s
a political problem requiring a political
solution. Both require action.
While these and other issues make for
general uncertainty over the next twelve
months, the Government’s prospects have
definitely improved, underpinned by Ireland’s economic recovery. It’s patchy, it’s
partial, but it is undoubtedly real – as the
employment figures and improved tax revenues demonstrate. It’s not rocket science,
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nor is it the result of brilliant stewardship
by the Government, whatever politicians
may claim. By and large the Government
stuck to the Troika programme it inherited
and is beginning to reap the benefits, the
Irish Water farce aside.
The international climate has helped
considerably. Favourable economic
conditions in our biggest non-Eurozone
markets (Britain and the USA), the sharp
decline in world oil prices and the drift
downward of the Euro against the dollar
and sterling have each played a part in
stimulating the economy. Factor in unprecedented low levels of interest rates in
the Eurozone, and the embracing by the
European Central Bank of quantitative
easing and the Government could hardly
have better conditions to work around.
The annual burden of financing the public
debt has been reduced, and, combined
with some debt restructuring, this has
enabled it to claim that, overall, it has (just
about) protected the levels of basic social
welfare payments, collateral damage at
the margins notwithstanding.
Will it be enough? There are precedents,
Truman in 48, Major in 92. Both faced inept
opposition. Given a continued favourable
economic climate, no major banana skins
and in the absence of a coherent plausible
political and economic alternative, the
Government might just squeak it. If so it
would be a comeback worthy of Lazarus.
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Well, there is a lot to discuss. First, we
were stunned in early March to hear that
our Male Musician of the Decade here, the
iconic, Jimmy Keane was very, very sick,
in a bad place and in hospital. Chicago’s
favorite son and Irish musician was NOT
well. Now, the piano accordion god is 100%
back. Like nothing ever happened! It all involved the damned airlines sitting him on a
tarmac for two hours in San Francisco before
flying him back to Chicago after a concert
in early March. Big problems ensued once
he returned home. Thank God for modern
health care in America. It IS the best in the
world and don’t let anyone tell you differently. He positively 100% back in form. We
don’t think we should go into details about
what was wrong. Maybe we should. But, just
go see him soon at a concert real soon, and
you can find out from him what was up, and
why he was down! Personally, we are looking forward to the shows he has coming up
this summer at Irish Fest in Milwaukee with
Robbie O’Connell and Mick Moloney. There
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is a fabfab lineup for the annual Milwaukee
event, and we
are looking forward to NONE
more than Robbie, Mick and Jimmy. The real deal, all the
way to the ground! Viva Jimmy Keane!!
St. Pat’s has come and gone. Did you
enjoy? I don’t know. As I have aged, a lot
of it all seems so forced. People who don’t

even know where Ireland is on the map
suddenly discover that having an Irish
heritage is a huge thing in their lives, and a
perfect excuse to get smashed and throw up.
Kind of like the twice a year church goers.
An unartful comparison, but we are trying

SAT., APR. 25 • 1PM -11PM
Irish Dancers: Sullivan – Trinity – Tully
3PM: The Dooley Brothers
5:30PM: They Might Be Irish
8PM: The Larkin and Moran Brothers
EMERSON STREET

BUSSE AVENUE

AND
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to point out the folly of “drop” by cultural
tourism. Add to that, the annual discovery
of trad music by the local media. They send
out a reporter/music writer who has no idea
what they are writing about, and ouila! The
important thing is, perhaps, that our local
artists get covered, as does the music. This
paper has been covering the scene in detail
for decades, but you would think no one
ever heard of it until one of the big, major
Chicago television stations or newspapers
pay attention to it with one article, one day,
once a year. Feh.
Let’s return to the reviews! Hailey Sandoz. Prodigy. Unbelievable. The album
is entitled, Fingerprints. The name of the
group is Oga. Actually, the “group” is she
and guitarist, Joseph Carmichael. Brace
yourself. Hailey is 15 years old. 15. But
here’s the deal. She is just about the best
new fiddle player we have heard in a long,
long time---regardless of age! The correct
word IS “prodigy”. Four of the tunes on
this album are also penned by her, with two
co-authored by Oga partner, the very good
guitarist, Carmichael. Two are penned by
her friend and musical mentor, Liz Carroll.
When we heard the cd, we called friend Liz,
and she raves about Hailey in two areas. Liz
is as stunned as we are by the ability and
musical maturity of Hailey---and, far more
importantly, what a great young person she
is. Go to the website: oga-music.com. There
are lots of guest artists on this album, but be
in no doubt. The story here is Hailey Sandoz.
There is nothing better in our business than
finding new, young talent of a major league
level out of the starting gate. Oga is that.
Long career here for Hailey. Did we say it
before? Let us repeat. WOW!
There are a lot of new albums out right
now. Most of them are not worth your attention. You know we only do positive reviews
here, and that has been our rule for over 25
years. That means, by definition, that we
pass on a lot of the goo that passes for trad
music. And, there is a stunning amount of it
lately. Some of it VERY popular from some
very big names, and it is AWFUL. We say no
more. A nod is as good as a wink.
Do listen to The Bill & Imelda Show on
LiveIreland every Sunday out of Dublin.
We play real, true Irish music every week
for two hours on liveireland.com starting at
noon, Chicago Time. True trad, like Maryann
Keifer’s, Ireland Tonight on WDCB, 90.9fm
and wdcb.org. 9:00 on Monday nights, followed by Imelda Bhroga and me with House
Party—a weekly soiree featuring the son of
Irish trad, Bluegrass AND Cajun music. That
show begins at 10:00 and is worth staying
up for! Chicago remains The Wheels of the
World for Irish trad! *Ta!
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Colleen Kelly Living Her Dream
Helping Families Make Memories Together, Taking Them
On Unforgettable Adventures All Over The World

By Jenny Quinn
Season two of “Family Travel with Colleen Kelly,” a popular National Public
Television series that airs in 93 percent of
the country, will launch in May, giving
viewers an in-depth look at the adventure
and family fun that awaits them at mustsee destinations throughout the U.S. and
abroad. The show’s host and co-executive
producer is Colleen Kelly, who is from the
Chicago area and bases her show and production company in her hometown.
Kelly says she is living her dream of helping families explore and make memories
together. And it’s been quite a journey getting to the point of this season two launch.
Kelly has experienced the United States
from coast to coast and has visited more
than 30 foreign countries. Her TV experience and vast knowledge of travel made her
realize the need for a new kind of focus—
one that is centered around the family. Kelly
and her business partner and Co-Executive
Producer Tricia Fusilero, came up with the
idea to create “Family Travel with Colleen

Kelly” and their own production company,
Travel Film Productions, LLC. They started
by working around the clock out of their
basements to make their venture work.
They’ve come a long way in just a few
years. “Family Travel with Colleen Kelly”
had a successful debut when it premiered
on National Public Television in October
2013. Airing on 366 stations, including 47 of
the top 50 markets, the series was enjoyed
by more than 14.5 million viewers. In addition, the show was picked up by APT
Worldwide for international distribution.
Kelly also has made a name for herself
as a travel expert. She has been busy sharing expertise on TV and radio programs,
in print publications and at high-profile
travel conferences. She frequently can be
seen on Chicago morning news programs
on WGN-TV, WCIU-TV and NBC Chicago.
She also recently partnered with Carnival
Cruise Line to host a series of family travel
videos on the line’s You Tube channel. And
she publishes a popular blog covering
timely travel topics. With the show and
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Active Travelers: Get Off the Coach to
Experience Her Beauty, History and Local Flavors
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Sep 5-12, 2015 • 8 Days • 7 Nights • 14 Meals

Depart/Return: Dublin • Price Per Person: Double: $1,977; Single: $2,225
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Call toll-free: 1-855-744-TRIP (8747)
reservations@CountryTravelDiscoveries.com

other media exposure, Kelly’s total reach for
2015 is projected to be more than 50 million
impressions.
Season two episodes of “Family Travel
with Colleen Kelly” will feature Switzerland; Wales; Pensacola, Fla.; Boston; The
Palm Beaches; Lake of the Ozarks, Mo.;
Emerald Coast, Fla.; the Saguenay-LacSaint-Jean region of Quebec; and, of course,
Chicago. The show introduces viewers to
the outdoor adventure, majestic scenery,
cultural and educational activities, historical sites, dining, shopping and family attractions in these diverse areas. Kelly also shares
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ily Travel.” She visited family members living all over the country and included them
in the show. She went Hurling with her
cousin Nicky English, a well-known hurler
from Tipperary. The episode also highlighted Ashford Castle, shopping in Westport,
dining in Dublin, biking throughout the
countryside on the Greenway and more.
Other season one destinations included
New Orleans, San Antonio, Montreal and
Los Angeles. These and other episodes can
be viewed at www.FamilyTravelCK.com.
Kelly was the co-creator and Emmynominated executive producer of NBC5

Learning to surf

Tourism Ireland

expert travel tips and insights throughout
the show, to help families take the hassle
out of planning their vacations. “We want
to give viewers a behind-the-scenes tour of
fabulous destinations, plus great ideas for
planning family trips,” Kelly says, “so they
can get away together and make memories
that last a lifetime.”
Kelly has spent the past year exploring
these exciting destinations while shooting
season two. She often travels with her two
young daughters, who appear in the show.
Kelly is not afraid of a little adventure,
whether it’s shooting down Europe’s longest and fastest zipline, paragliding in the
Swiss Alps, getting up close and personal
with whales in Quebec, surfing in The Palm
Beaches or parasailing in Pensacola. Other
season two highlights include meeting the
Blue Angels pilots in Pensacola, touring
Cardiff Castle in Wales (and getting a little
too close to the local owls), learning rugby
from a legend of the game and flying high
over Lake of the Ozarks. Kelly also celebrates the holidays in Chicago, with tea
at the famous Drake Hotel and shopping
at the popular Christkindlmarket.
Kelly, who is proud of her Irish heritage,
featured Ireland in the first season of “Fam-

Chicago’s successful “24/7 City Secrets,”
which is hosted and produced by her sister,
Catie Keogh, who also co-created the show.
“It’s been quite a journey,” Kelly says.
She adds that she’s proud to be returning to TV with original “Family Travel”
sponsor CityPASS and new sponsors State
Farm® and Holiday Inn Club Vacations.”
The show’s strategic partnership with Meredith Corporation’s FamilyFun magazine
continues.
The season two episodes have something for everyone, according to Fusilero,
“whether you want to get adventurous in
the great outdoors, relax on the most beautiful beaches, have unforgettable dining experiences or use travel as a means of educating
your kids about culture and history.”
“We look forward to sharing the incredible destinations and activities and our
helpful travel tips with our viewers in the
months to come,” Kelly says.
Check local listings for the season two
schedule this spring. Kelly’s blog and more
information about the show can be found
at www.FamilyTravelCK.com. Viewers
also are encouraged to follow the show
and Kelly on Facebook and on Twitter (@
FamilyTravelCK).
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My Florida sojourn ended midFebruary and, while the weather
was very nice, the music was
dreadful. I am so happy to live in
the Chicago area where I can see
world class live music any day of
the week. The one bright light in
the Florida festival lineups this
year was the Screaming Orphans
www.screamingorphans.com,
who actually played some Irish
music, were in key and their
instruments were in tune. Head
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and shoulders above anybody
else I saw. They also have a new
CD out, “Ballads Rule OK” and
it is considerably better than just
ok. A little history of the band is
called for. They are four sisters
from Donegal who originally
played for their Mom, an Irish
singer of no small talent. When
their Mom retired they called
themselves orphaned and set out
to conquer the music world much
to our good fortune. They play

hair by

O’HARA

& friends

FIRST
TIME
CLIEN
ONLYTS

2014

50% OFF HAIR SERVICES
708-239-1111
5418 W. 127th Street, Alsip
HOURS: Tues. 11-7,Wed. & Thurs. 11-8, Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-4
Must present this ad for discount. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

rock, country, jazz but their first
love is Irish and that is where they
shine. Their new CD has 11 pretty
trad tunes that the girls have arranged in their own original way.
“Rocky Road to Dublin” sounds
completely different the way the
orphans play it and I think you’ll
agree that it’s a fine version. My
particular favorite in this collection is their rendering of “The
West’s Awake”, a great tune on it’s
own, the girls treat it with respect
and beauty and perform one of the
best versions I’ve ever heard. Their
version of “The Parting Glass” is
also noteworthy. All in all it’s a
lovely CD that well captures the
energy created by this unique
band on stage. Give it a listen.
The next CD I want to tell
you about comes from Colin
Farrell and is called “Make A
Note”. You’re probably familiar
with Colin’s work with a number of bands. In his career he’s
played with Flook, Grada, E2K,
Lunasa,Liam O’Connor Band,
Elders, Karen Casey, Julie Fowlis
and the Michael McGoldrick Band,
to name a few. A talented fiddler
and whistle player, Colin’s abilities are in demand. What was not
readily apparent was his ability
as a tunesmith. He’s taken care of
that with “Make A Note”, in that
all 11 tracks are his own compositions and they will certainly catch
your attention. This is one of those
CDs I love to play in the store and

watch my customers stop, listen
and then ask “Who is this?” and
“Where is it in the rack?”. While
Colin plays on the CD, and well
I might add, he’s not alone. He’s
joined by a veritable who’s who
of Irish music, including Michael
McGoldrick, Kevin Crawford,
John Joe Kelly and a raft of others
who do beautiful things with the
tunes this young man has crafted.
Want to feel good about where
Irish music is going? Grab this CD
and give a listen, it’ll cheer your
heart and make your ears smile.
I’ve been seeing some really
beautiful coming out on CDs and
one particular joy has been to see
more of Randal Bays fiddle music
showing up. Distributed now my
New Folk Records, Randal’s CDs
should be easier to come by and
for lovers of great fiddle that’s
good news. The latest CD by
Randal Bays is “The Quiet Pint,
a Retrospective Compilation”.
Randal describes it as a collection
of some of his “moodier” pieces.
Moody they may be but lovely
they certainly are. Quiet and introspective, delicately played fiddle
abounds in this collection, music
for a gathering of conversationalists or a time to think on your own.
I’ve gotten a lot of requests for
“peaceful music”, well, here you
go. You won’t dance to it but you
will relax to it.
The next CD I’ve been waiting
for since last summer when I
heard that Altan was in Nashville
working on a new CD. It’s here
now and worth the wait. “The
Widening Gyre” is the latest from
Altan and a host of American musicians. The goal here was to show
the connections between Irish
music and bluegrass and oldtimey music and, for my money,
they hit their mark. Enlisting the
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talents of Darol Anger, Alison
Brown, Mary Chapin Carpenter,
Natalie Haas, Bruce Molsky, Tim
O’Brien and too many more to list
and using the production talents
of Garry West, Altan has come
up with a classic album that will
hold you entranced from track
1 thru track 14, at which point
you’ll call your friends to tell
them about what you just heard.
Great music, great vocals, you
knew you’d get that much but
the recording as a whole could
be used to teach a class in roots
music, senior level. This one had
me sitting like a zombie, giving
my total attention for the first
playing and parts of the second.
Thank God no one came in the
store while I was listening, they
could have robbed me blind.
Every Altan recording strikes me
with the thought, “How can they
keep recording classic stuff?” and
yet they do. Best ever, enough
said, now go listen.
One of the most popular singing
groups recently has been Celtic
Thunder. They’ve reached the
stage where a “Best of” album
was called for and they have
risen to the challenge with a 20
track collection that really is their
best. Nothing new here but a fine
selection from all their recordings,
featuring all of the fellows who
have sung with the group over
the years. Nicely done and a fair
amount of music for your money.
Finally, a heartfelt thank you to
Gayle, my partner of 30 some years
now, for covering the column last
month and keeping the store open
while I worked festivals in Florida.
I give her way too much guff but I
couldn’t do it without her.
See you at the store, 630-8348108 or online at store@rampantlion.com Slainté
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Artemisia’s American Premiere Of Belfast Girls
Artemisia, a Chicago theatre
that produces women-driven
plays, will present the American Premiere of Belfast Girls, by
award-winning Irish writer Jaki
McCarrick from May 16, 2015,
to June 14, 2015, in Chicago at
The Den Theatre in Wicker Park.
Performances are Thursday,
Friday and Saturday at 7:30 pm
and Sunday at 6:00 pm with an
additional matinee on Saturday
at 3:00 pm.

In Belfast Girls, Jaki McCarrick
dramatizes Irish history. On the
cusp of a great societal revolution, five street women orphaned
by the Irish Famine embark on
a journey of love, betrayal and
adventure, hopeful they will
find a fresh start in a new land.
The five “Belfast Girls” are dramatized based on the real-life
women who sought passage in
1850 aboard the Inchinnan, a ship
bound for Australia.

McCarrick is currently in negotiations to adapt the play for film
and has recently been long listed
for the Irish Laureate Award. “I
am thrilled that Belfast Girls is
premiering in Chicago, a city
whose appetite for cutting-edge
stories is legendary,” says McCarrick. “And Artemisia’s vision
of bringing female-driven plays
to the fore makes it even an even
greater compliment. I’m so looking forward to being in Chicago

Left to Right, Caitlin Chuckta, Hannah, Lindsay Tornquist, Ellen, McKenzie Chinn,
Judith, Patty Malaney, Sarah, Cassandra Schiano, Molly.

for the opening weekend.”
“This is a terrific story, one that
reflects the Irish immigrant experience so deeply rooted in Chicago. It’s an amazing adventure that
is packed with non-stop action,
great characters and shattering
discoveries,” says Julie Proudfoot,
Artemisia’s Artistic Director.
Tickets are now on sale on
Artemisia’s website at http://
www.artemisiatheatre.org/.
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To arrange for group tickets,
or receive more information
about Artemisia, contact Artistic
Director Julie Proudfoot at artemisiatheatre@gmail.com or call
832-819-4336.
Artemisia’s American Premiere of Belfast Girls is sponsored by Windy City Irish Radio
and made possible by generous
grants from The Saints and the
Illinois Arts Council Agency.
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The Easter Rising, Dublin 1916
By Neil Grant 1972. Available
used on Amazon.
Next year is the hundredth anniversary of the 1916 Rising. The
Rising began the War Of Independence which ended in 1921, when
the British left most of Ireland.
Throughout this year and next
year, Irish American News, in this
column, will bring to attention
our readers books about the momentous events that began with
the 1916 Rising.
The first book is especially
useful because it identifies the
participants, the historical issues
that led to the Rising, and the
majority of the results.
Pope Adrian IV issued the
Papal Bull Laudabiliter which

gave the king of England the right
to invade Ireland. And shortly
afterward, in 1171, English King
Henry II landed a large invasion
force in Ireland. The English were
to stay in Ireland for almost eight
centuries.

Those were centuries of warfare, confiscation of land and
suffering for Ireland. Ireland
was brutally colonized, and its
culture, language, laws, and art
were degraded or destroyed.
These quotes from the The
Easter Rising book are insightful
and powerful.
* “Not many more than a thousand Irish Volunteers were present on Easter Monday.” Also
there were about two hundred
men belonging to the Irish Citizens Army. The total of rebels
was about sixteen hundred. They
were outnumbered by the British
Army twenty to one! The British
forces also had “sophisticated
weapons . . .” grenades, artillery
and machine guns.
* Things that appalled the
rebels and made them fight with
incredible bravery were these:Famine had occurred again in
the 1870’s. Many families “were
evicted . . . about a thousand families in 1879 alone.” - The slums
in Dublin were shocking: “Over

John Williams Hosts Live traditional Irish Sessions
Tues, Wed, Friday and Saturday!
Sunday afternoon sing along 330 – 630
Southside Irish Legend

Whitey O’Day

June 18 Derek Warfield & the Young Wolfetones

OPEN LUNCH and DINNER EVERYDAY!!
CHICAGOLANDS

BEST CORNED BEEF

IRISH BREAKFAST, HOMEMADE SOUPS, SANDWICHES, BURGERS

Clancy’s for Catering!

Catering menu now online: EatAtClancys.com. Home,Office,Party

WE DELIVER!!!
Oak Lawn, Mount Greenwood,
Beverly, Evergreen Park, Alsip

Get Lucky at Clancy’s

Play Video Gaming Here!!
Free Lunch Coupon Purchase one lunch entrée

and receive 2nd item free (lesser value). Up to $7 value.
Monday-Thursday only. 11am-4 pm. Expires 6/15/2015

New Menu

Irish Lamb Stew,
Pasta, Salads, Dessert
……………………...

Family Friendly!
…………………….

Southside’s Best
Thin Crust Pizza
………………….

MAD MONDAY
$10 Super Pizza
First topping free
Mondays 4-8

two thousand families (about six
thousand people) lived in single
rooms with no heat or light or
lavatories. The death rate in Dublin was higher than in Calcutta.”
* The leaders of the rebels realized there was little chance of
military success, “Their purpose
was to . . .kindle the spark of . . .
nationalism. And although the
Rising seemed . . . a disastrous
failure, it’s leaders purpose was
achieved.”

Imagination for Life

Books for children! They are a
great way to encourage imagina-

tion, confidence and inquisitiveness. The very act of reading to
a child shows respect for words,
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their power and the golden value
of books.
The books featured here were
written by Gardiner Weir, he
is a prolific author who has
published several collections of
Scot-Irish short stories and seven
books for children. I’ve reviewed
many of his books because they
are outstanding.
Weir was raised in rural County Antrim during the 1940’s and
50’s, when being able to speak
well and vividly was still prized.
He attended Queen’s University
in Belfast, then did post-graduate
work at London University. Despite this academic
work his prose is
light and lively.
As a professional
biologist, he lived
in 12 countries, and
on business traveled to many more.
After retiring, he
settled in Delaware with his wife.
They had four children, and Weir
read these stories to entertain
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them and so they would learn
English and develop imagination.
The latest two of his books for
children are: A Monkey Goes Bananas, and The Silly Mouse. Both
are available from America Star
Books and Amazon. Quoting the
summary of the first book: “He
was a monkey who wondered
why he was . . . in a cage in e zoo.
To prove he was just as smart as
humans he grabbed an onlookers
top - hat and then, with the top hat on his head, climbed up a tree
making silly faces and with his
tongue out.” Quoting the book:
“From that day onwards he was
lord of the zoo . . . a once timid
monkey had undergone a wild
change into a clown . . .”
The other book is The Silly
Mouse. Quoting from the book:
“My life is so difficult because
I’m a mouse that has to survive
with a cat in the house. The
mouse’s adventures begin when
a girl mouse tells him he has to
do something about the cat or
she won’t be friendly with him.”
Weir’s books for children show
humanity, compassion and imagination. This suggests the Irish
proverb: “What the child sees is
what the child does.”
The other recent book by Gardiner Weir is: A Life of Memories
-A Collection of Poetry. Weir
says: “These poems reflect having left behind his natural Irish
culture, his feelings at being
separated from family due to
business trips . . .”
Many of these poems are personal and powerfully meaningful
to me. I’ll quote two that strongly
resonate with me:
Dotage
“My Memory runs through
hill and glen.
IN time gone by - my youth
-and then
Though old, I get to live my
life again!”
This excerpt makes me think
of the neighborhood where I
grew up.
The Mist Of Years
“Time condenses on the window to my past, I trace a finger
through the mist of years . . .and
I am there once more . . .”
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The Magic of Optimism and Art
By Frank West
What an optimistic and positive person the Queen of the St.
Patrick’s Day Parade is!
When I met Lauren Corry, she
impressed me with her optimism
and cheerful openness. In fact,
she radiates a warm sense of confidence and positivity. She likes to
associate with optimistic people
and avoids the negative ones. She
encourages one to see the bright
side of life.
Lauren is an art teacher at a
middle school in Wheaton. Her
students are lucky to have her as
a teacher because she is a great
example of a pleasant, kind, and
hard-working person.
And even though she has a
K thru 12 teaching certificate,
she like working
with children at
the middle school
age because they
are impressionable. Or as she
says,”children at
that age are learning to express
themselves.” She
says that working
with children means that she can
“leave a lasting impression.”
What an intriguing and creative
person Lauren is. She is quite
practical too, because she owns
an art business. These people commission portraits of themselves,
the animals they love, and of
landscapes.
Art of all kinds and in all times
is an expression of our humanity.
Lauren is looking forward to seeing the exhibit at the Art Institute:
“Ireland Crossroads of Art and

Design, 1690-1840.” It will be
presented there from March 17 to
June 7.
When growing up, Lauren began to work at several jobs before
going to the University of Illinois
at Champaign-Urbana.
There she earned two bachelor
degrees—one in Industrial Design,
the other in Art Education. She is
working now to earn a Masters Degree in Art Education. She wants
to become an administrator in the
school district where she works.
She praises her parents for their
example of openness, honesty, and
constant encouragement. Early in
life she was aware of her Irishness.
She fondly remembers the special
dinners her family had each year to
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. And she
remembers watching
the St. Patrick’s Day
Parade from her father’s office window.
Lauren grew up in
Wheaton and learned
early the work ethic
and the value of community service from
her parents. Her father works for Konica-Minolta and her mother served
on the Wheaton City Council for
eight years.
“I would like to thank my amazing family for their unending love
and support. I am so proud of my
Irish heritage.”
Lauren thanks James Coyne, the
General Chairman of the Parade
and wishes congratulations on the
60th Anniversary of the Parade.
And thanks to all who work so
hard for the success of this great
parade.

Dennis O’Donoghue
Sr. Loan Officer NMLS 220009

Forum Mortgage Bancorp
Full Service Firm for 20 Years
Conventional, FHA-VA & Jumbos Loans
Purchase, Refinance, Rehab & Debt Consolidation Loans
7221 W Touhy Ave (Harlem & Touhy) Chicago Il 60631
Direct: 773-499-6364 <> Office: 773-774-9040 X121
Web: IllinoisFirstMortgage.com
Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee

Sunday, April 26 • 5pm
Irish American
Heritage Center Auditorium
4626 N. Knox Ave., Chicago, IL

Reserved Seating $35 & $25
Tickets Available at

www.Irish-American.org • 773-282-7035
The IAHC Gift Shop or Main Office
Credit Cards Accepted
Or Call

Kathy Kelly • 847-341-1351
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Words
With Melody
By Melody Gallagher
Juliet Marillier’s latest creation
Dreamer’s Pool takes place in an
ancient, fantastical land of Erin.
After a terrible year imprisoned
for speaking out against the cruel
chieftain of Laois, the healer Blackthorn will finally have her justice.
When word reaches her that the
chieftain means to put an end

quietly to the wise woman before
she gets her say before the council, she believes all is lost. That
is before Conmael, a mysterious
fey with unknown connections to
Blackthorn’s past, interferes. He
offers her salvation for a price:
for seven years, she must not seek
her revenge against the merciless

Mathuin but instead travel north
to the distant land Dalriada. There
she must continue her work as a
healer, helping any poor soul who
asks. Her one companion is Grim,
a quiet former prison mate known
for his strength and size. Together,
they make their way to Winterfalls,
a settlement owned by Prince Oran
of Dalriada.
Following her part of the bargain proves difficult for Blackthorn, but she keeps her word
and makes Winterfalls her home.
Villagers begin to make their way
to her, and Blackthorn resumes
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her life as a healer, tending to
common ailments and injuries.
However the problems of Winterfalls extend further than broken
bones and fevers- a missing girl
whom everyone except her friend
believes ran away, the sudden
death of a miller written off as an
accident, and a mysterious pool
that seems to glow with its own
magic. Blackthorn’s strangest
mystery however is Lady Flidais,
Prince Oran’s bride-to-be.
Prince Oran fell in love with
Lady Flidais throughout their correspondence, but when they meet
for the first time, the woman before
Prince Oran, although identical
in appearance, is not the same
woman he grew to love. Is she
an imposter or were their letters
simply a ruse designed to entice
the prince? In desperation, he seeks
Blackthorn’s help who is more than
reluctant to assist the prince but
unable to refuse.
Set in a world where pockets of
magic still exist and fey hover at
the edges of everyday life, Dreamer’s Pool, is a rich first novel in a
new series by Marillier. The perspective of each chapter switches
between several characters, each
voice developed in a unique way.
Blackthorn, whose personality is
as bristly as her name suggests,
struggles to move on from her past
and need for vengeance. She is a
phenomenal character, strong yet
highly flawed while attempting
to reconcile her desire for revenge
with her need to honor her vow.
Her companion and protector
Grim is a man of few words but
deep intuition who is tormented
by his own past. The two form an
unlikely yet likable pair whose
story kept my attention.
The character that I struggled
with was Prince Oran, a romantic who is too often distracted
by dreams of true love. He is a
good leader, nonetheless, who
cares deeply for his subjects and
strives to do the right thing. His
idealistic character balances out
the cynicism of Blackthorn.
Marillier builds this new world
and her characters slowly, but the
end result is a beautiful story that
is equal parts fantasy, love story,
and mystery. I feagerly anticipate
the next book in this new series.

The Irish American Society of County Will
hereby pledges itself to the following ideals:

Save the Date

* To promote Irish culture in America and to preserve
Irish-American Heritage
* To promote education, friendship, understanding and
cooperation among members, and the community in general.
* To promote and cooperate in the general welfare work
of the community.

IASCW CelticFest

Saturday August 29, 2015.
At St. Joe’s Park in
Joliet. Live music all day!

The Irish American Society of
County Will (IASCW) is pleased
to announce the recipients of the
2015 Irish Life Experience (ILE)
scholarships. Providence Catholic High School juniors Catherine
Spesia and Johanna Bastas were
introduced at the IASCW annual
Celtic Celebration Dinner on Saturday, March 14th at the Knights
of Columbus on Infantry Drive
in Joliet. They will spend four
weeks in Ireland this summer.
President Mic Brophy welcomed members and guests. Vice
President Chris Schaal led the
room in the pledge of allegiance
to our flag, and past president
William J. Ferguson provided the
invocation. 2014 IASCW scholars
Jessica Weiss and Katie Andrews
delivered a PowerPoint presentation of their ILE experience.
Over 40 Will County high school
students have received IASCW
assistance to study in Ireland.
Entertainment included: the
Joliet Fire Department Drum
and Pipe Corp; Irish step dancing by the Keigher Academy of

with a complimentary post
On June 13, 2015 beginning
at 9 AM, the IASCW Shamrock tournament celebration for all!
Rugby Club will be hosting JailShamrock Schedule:
break 7’s, the premier Illinois
7-a-side rugby tournament, at
4-4 Silverbacks (home)
the Joliet Park District Inwood
4-11 NW Woodsmen (away)
Soccer Complex, 640 Mission
4-18 Rockford (home)
Blvd., Joliet, IL 60436. All are
5-2 Belleville (away)
invited, come watch both the
5-9 CARFU BALL
Shamrocks (men’s) and Morri5-16 Illiana (home)
gans (women’s) teams compete
5-23 Bloomington (away)
in what we hope to be the
5-30 Dragons (home)
largest Jailbreak ever! Food &
beer will be on sale at the pitch

Left to right: 2014 IASCW ILE scholars Katie Andrews and Jessica Weiss; IASCW Scholarship Committee Chair Laci O’Connell;
2015 ILE scholars Catherine Spesia and Johanna Bastas.
Irish Dance; and traditional live
Irish music provided by The
Hatfield Sisters accompanied
by Deanach. Anne Hatfield and
Mary Hatfield are locally grown
county Will musicians with deep
roots in traditional Irish music.
The IASCW was founded in

February 1981 in Joliet, Illinois.
The IASCW offers people of Irish
ancestry and friends the opportunity to share cultural education,
heritage preservation, fellowship
and laughter. Membership is
open to all Will County residents.
For further information, contact: Mike McHugh 815-600-3537
or Tim Brophy, 815-791-6424.

The Joliet Brewers’
Guild Beer Tasting

The Hatfield sisters joined by the newly formed Deanach.

FREE!
Saturday April 25th,
3:00 p.m.
1103 Waverly,
Joliet, IL 60435.
Members and
Friends welcome.

BECOME A MEMBER
MEMBERSHIPS RENEWED ANNUALLY:
Associate$35 Family $35 Full $25 Junior $5
Name__________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________
City__________________________________________________
State__________Zip_______________
Email__________________________________________________

Phone______________________________________
To join, visit www.countywillirish.net to pay
using PayPal, or mail in a check with the form below to:
Irish American Society of County Will
PO Box 81 Manhattan, IL 60442

WillCountyCelticFest.com
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Aquatics Instructor
Going Strong at 82

Keeping in top shape requires a seemingly
grueling schedule. Accredited water fitness
specialist Nancy Franzen stays at it teaching
regular classes four days a week at the Abbey Springs resort community’s indoor pool
in Fontana, Wisconsin.
That’s in addition to Franzen’s Aquatic
Shape-Ups business that includes personal
training and workshops.

PLASTERING

William
McNulty & Sons
Plastering Co.

“WE’VE ALWAYS BEEN GREEN!”
Franzen takes
special pride in
her regular students, who join
her in redefining what fitness
is possible for
seniors. The
women in her class include an 89 year old
about to turn 90 and her first-ever student,
still a regular after 27 years. “She’s 92,” says
Franzen, with a smile.
“I’m really proud of her.”
Franzen, herelf 82, is
living proof that age and
adversity can be overcome by faith and fitness.
Despite losing two husbands, one to alcoholism
and another to suicide,
raising a special needs
child through to adulthood and surviving two
bouts of breast cancer,
Franzen has kept going
while leading others to
health and well-being.
“I believe I am doing
what I was put on this
earth to do-to assist those
who reach out for guidance in health or nutrition
or just have a little tranquil time for them-

selves,” says Franzen. “There is nothing
more rewarding than watching my students
develop their lifestyle changes, but most
importantly, their overall well being.”
Lifestyle change began when in the 1980’s
when Franzen changed her eating and nutrition habits and lost 45 pounds, becoming an
aerobics instructor while working a full time
job. She was featured in Shape Magazine in
1985 as a make-over model.
Three years later she made a spiritual
pilgrimage to Medjugorje
in the former Yugoslavia,
a site where many have
claimed to see the Virgin
Mary.
Franz prayed for direction and sensed an affirmation that she would do
more with her life. That
would lead her into the
then-new field of water
aerobics.
“Everyone thought I
was crazy to begin a water
fitness program. I was
emphatically told by my
co-workers that people
cannot build muscle, tone
or lose weight in the water.”
Franzen pressed on
and became certified as an aquatic fitness
instructor in Oregon and then brought it

Blake-Lamb

Insured
All Work Guaranteed

PLASTERING
STUCCO • DRYVIT

708-386-2951

Funeral Homes
4727 W. 103rd Street
Oak Lawn IL 60453
All phones: 708-636-1193
Owned by SCI Illinois Services, Inc.
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back home launching the first water fitness
program in the Geneva Lakes area.
She’s been teaching at Abbey Springs
since 1993.
“Research studies have shown that thirty
minutes of water walking is equivalent to
walking two hours on land. One can burn
fat, build stamina and strength, tone muscles
and lose weight,” says Franz with conviction, adding, “Water is therapeutic-mentally,
physically, emotionally and spiritually.”
During both her bouts with cancer,
Franzen continued a full schedule of teaching through the many weeks of radiation
treatments.
Today Franzen leads her students through
a routine that includes water walking, water
aerobics and strength training. “Look! All of
them are doing these without touching the
pool floor!”, she says with pride as she puts
a group of women aged 54 to 92 through
their paces.
The certified fitness specialist and aquatic
personal trainer has won national honors for
Aquatic Fitness Instructor of the Year and a
Bronze Medal in professional water aerobics
competition.
“With God, all is possible,” says Franzen,
whose says her longevity is part of the
prayer she made long ago to make more of
her life. “This is why I will continue as long
as God gives me the strength and helps me
to assist others in their physical, emotional
and spiritual well-being. I thank God for
giving me this opportunity, as I am only his
instrument.” E-mail IrishRoverJim@aol.com
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After watching the mayoral
race for the last six weeks, I wish
St. Patrick could jump forward in
a time machine and rid us of the
reptiles in Chicago politics.
He wasn’t the most articulate
dude in the bunch, but I think Dr.
Willie Wilson got it right when he
called an opponent, “an old snake
in a new skin.”
On Tuesday April 7th Chicago
will make a decision between
the “devil we know” and Jesus
Chuy Garcia.
How do you feel after four
years of watching a generation
of young black men murder
each other, as well as innocent
kids, just standing on the corner?
How do you feel about the school
closings and teacher strikes and
crooked crime stats? Rigged red
light cameras and soaring water
bills?
Do you think it’s going to get
any better? Are you scared? You
should be.
“There is a tide in the affairs
of men,
Which, taken at the flood, leads
on to fortune,
Omitted, all the voyage of
their life
Is bound in shallows and in
miseries.
On such a full sea are we now
afloat,
And we must take the current
when it serves,
Or lose our ventures.”
Maybe it’s time to saddle up,
like the Saint Patrick’s battalion
in the Mexican American War
of 1846-48, Los San Patricios.
They were mostly Irishmen who
had fled the famine in Ireland,
came to America and suffered
anti-Catholic bigotry in the US
Army. They heard the bells of the
Angelus calling them to fight for
Mexico and they defected. They
heard the words of their leader,
John Riley, when he told them,
“A more hospitable and friendly
people than the Mexican there exists not on the face of the earth…
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Li’l Warrior Aidan Benefit April 18

especially to an Irishman.”
I met Chuy Garcia on Super
Bowl Sunday as he hit fourteen
bars in a record-breaking blizzard, campaigning up and down
Western Avenue. He proudly
wore his St. Rita Mustang hoodie
and wherever we went Chicago
Irish men and women warmly
welcomed him.
I’m a pretty good judge of

character. I can spot a phony at
fifty yards and my BS detector is
a finely tuned instrument of discernment. This guy is an honest
and honorable hombre.
Chuy wants what’s best for
Chicago, not the ruling class.
Skeptics may scoff but I like
to think of the words of the late,
great Irish poet Seamus Heaney.

History says, don’t hope
On this side of the grave.
But then, once in a lifetime
The longed-for tidal wave
Of justice can rise up,
And hope and history rhyme.
So hope for a great sea-change
On the far side of revenge.
Believe that further shore
Is reachable from here.
Believe in miracle
And cures and healing wells.
Sure it’s a long shot, but in a
fight like this, my money is always gonna be on the guy named
Jesus. Please vote for Chuy Garcia on Tuesday April 7th.
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receiving a small bowel transplant was 33%; however paPlease join our efforts to sup- facility, the closest facility with tients at the Pittsburgh facility
port Lil warrior Aidan and his expertise in Children’s motil- experience a 91% survival rate,
the highest in the US.
family at a fundraisFundraiser- April 18,
ing event at Healy’s
6pm to 10 at Healy’s
Westside in Forest
Westside, 7321 W MadPark April 18.
ison St., Forest Park.
Aidan’s dad, Paul
Tickets: $45 presale, $50
Eddy, a US Army veteran of the Middle
at the event- includes
East wars, is a regisappetizers and open
tered nurse at Loyola
bar with domestic beer,
University Medical
wine and soft drinks.
Center in Maywood.
Several raffle prizes
will be offered, in addiHe and his wife
www.gofundme.com/lilwarriorAida tion to a silent auction.
Amie are struggling
Questions, support, donamightily against a rising tide ity disorders. At that time his
of responsibilities. Their son, family was stunned to hear tions: Email Amie Eddy: lilwar8-year-old Aidan has a rare ge- that specialists there will no rioraidan@gmail.com or call
netic condition called Neuronal longer accept their insurance. 708-829-8051. Tweet: #lilwarIntestinal Dysplasia and has Aidan’s family had barely a day rioraidan
already undergone 27 surger- to find new insuries, with many more to come. ance before the
His parents have recently been health exchange
told that Aidan requires a small closed. They had
intestine transplant.
to scrape together
Aidan’s most recent surgery a down payment
was Feb 12th at a Wisconsin made exceedingly
high because of
Aidan’s frequent
O’Hara to
ER visits, imagFundraise for
ing and hospitalAutism Speaks
izations. To keep
O’Hara and Friends Salon will their copays affundraise for Autism Speaks fordable, their
during the month of April for monthly premiums shot up to
Autism Awareness Month.
On April 1, Ursula Bielski $8,000! So they
author of Chicago Graveyard now have no inBooks and Narrator and owner surance to cover
of Chicago Haunts Tour shared the cost of spestories and a book signing at the cialists for Aidan.
This means each
Salon from 6-8 p.m.
On April 8, a Terra Essential visit to WisconOils Representative will share sin must be paid
information on how essential out of pocket! The
oils help with sensory issues in parents are beside
themselves.
children with autism. 6-8 p.m.
They best facilOn April 21, a paint night at
the Rocking Horse Bar and Grill ity for the treatment of Aidan’s
in Oak Forest
condition is in
Call 708-239-1111 for info.
On April 22, Cinderella will be Pittsburgh. That
coming to the salon to meet and facility is also out
greet your little princess. Your of their insurance
child will get their hair styled, network, requirmini manicure, light makeup, ing out-of-pocket
payment. Paul
cake pops and lemonade.
$20 fee 5-8 p.m. call 708-239- and Amie had
been told the 3
1111 to schedule a time.
Salon address 5418 W. 127th y e a r s u r v i v a l
rate for children
Street - Alsip 708-239-1111
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Kathleen’s Wings of Love Benefit
We would like to invite all of
you to a special benefit for Kathleen King’s boys ages 6, 8, & 10.
Kathleen passed July 6, 2014 due
to domestic violence. She was a
beautiful 32 year old mother with

a wonderful sense of humor and
a very kind heart. Kathleen recently had finished training in the
army reserves and was extremely
pleased with her accomplishment.
Although Kathleen was honored

to serve her country, she was
equally proud to be able to provide some stability for her boys.
That stability was tragically taken
from them last summer.
As you can imagine it has been
a tremendously difficult time for
these three little boys that just

want their mommy back. We can’t
bring her back. However, we can
come together and finish what
she started by providing these
boys with a secure and stable
upbringing.
It is hard to understand such
senseless violence. Most of us

As we age, managing and structuring finances can
get more complex, confusing and overwhelming.
Free
Financial
review*
• Estate Plan
• Life Care Plan
• Asset Protection
• Pre/Post Retirement
• Government Benefits
• Investment Management
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come into adulthood, marry and
start our own families. As we
watch our children grow we smile
as they play pretend, learn and
develop new skills. We wonder
what type of person they will be.
What impact will they have on
those around them? What special
adventures do they have in store?
Never, in a million years can we
imagine that this horrific act of
violence will be their fate. It is
unimaginable.
Live your life without taking
one single day with your loved
ones for granted. None of us
know what is just around the corner. Share your love and kindness
with those that you meet, for you
never know who is hiding incredible pain with a beautiful smile.
Please join us at Kathleen’s Wings
of Love Benefit May 30th from
5:00 to 11:30pm at the Immaculate
Conception Parish Center, 7211 W.

To schedule:

708-460-4854
As Trust Professionals, we can give you peace of mind knowing you or your loved ones
are financially prepared to get the most out of life after retirement.
Work with a team of professionals to help sort through the health, legal and
financial issues, identify options and prepare a solid plan for the future.
Investment Management • Bill Paying • Trustee Services • Life Care Planning • Living Trusts
Estate Planning • Financial Planning • Guardianship Services • Successor Trustee/Executor • Land Trusts
Special Needs/Pooled Trusts • Durable Power of Attorney for Property Services

We help families and individuals live better in retirement – don’t wait to get
financial affairs in order – do it today, so you don’t worry later.
*Some Trust, Investment or Retirement financial solutions, products or services are not insured by the FDIC or any Federal Government Agency. These are not deposits
or other obligations of the institution, these may go down in value and are not guaranteed by the institution. These services may be subject to investment risks, including
the possible loss of the principal invested. Always consult your tax, legal and/or professional advisor(s) for guidance on your particular financial situation.

Free esTaTe Planning seMinar
Estate Planning: Not Just For the Rich & Famous

Thursday, April 30, 2015 at 10 a.m.
Evergreen Park Library
9400 S. Troy Ave, Evergreen Park, IL 60805

To register, call:

708-857-1313

Trust & Investment Management
For a no cost, no obligation consultation:
John Power, Vice President, CPA, CFP®

708-460-4854

jpower@emarquettebank.com

Talcott, Chicago.
$40 donation includes food
&open bar (domestic alcohol, beer,
wine) door prizes, split the pot, silent auction, raffles, DJ Dan Luna.
Featuring music from Joe
McShane, Finbarr Fagan & More!
Donations are being accepted
made payable to:
Kathleen’s Wings of Love
Signature Bank
Attn: Ella Riordan
6400 N. Northwest Highway,
Chicago, IL 60631
o n l i n e a t : w w w. y o u c a ring.com/KingChildren
http://www.facebook.com/
KathleensWingsofLove
Any questions to Kelly McDermott (773-532-9595), Holly Healy
(773-573-3968), or kathleenswingsoflove@gmail.com
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Kevin Moore Benefit April 18

James Murphy Benefit April 12 at Gaelic Park

Kevin Moore is the 17 year old
son of Peter and Heidi Moore.
He is a brother to Elise, Kieran,
Rory, and Owen. The Moore’s
live in Norridge, Illinois, but
Kevin’s father, Peter, is originally
from Malahide, Dublin and his
mother, Heidi, is from Galena,
Illinois.
Kevin is a junior at Ridgewood
High School, takes several (AP)
advanced placement and honors classes, is a high honorroll
student, a peer leader, member
of FBLA, runs cross country and
track, and on the wrestling team.
On January 17th, Kevin was
wrestling and his opponent put
him in a move called a power
half. Kevin tried
to escape. Un-fortunately, he was
se-erely injured
and was airlifted from Joliet to
Loyola Hospital,
where he underwent two emergency surgeries
within a 24 hour
period. The docors did what they
could, but unfortunately Kevin is
now paralyzed,
with very limited
use of his hands.
He is currently
at the Rehabilitation Institute of
Chicago and is determined to
live the life he wants, not what
has been handed to him. Kevin
is inspirational, through this
entire experience he has maintained a positive attitude. While
it is clear Kevin’s determination
and outlook on life comes from
his parents, who over the past
two months have remained
strong, supportive, and managed
to keep their other children’s
lives on track as if nothing has
changed. Heidi says, “It’s Kevin
that keeps me strong, he cracks
jokes and smiles all the time and
continues to always have a positive outlook on life.”
As the Director of his past Religious Education Program stated,
“We will never understand why
God chose Kevin for this to hap-

At 34 years of age, James Murphy of Pullathomas, Co. Mayo,
Ireland suffered a stroke that was
ultimately determined to be the
result of thrombocytosis, a rare
blood disorder that was later diagnosed during his stay at Mayo
Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota.
Doctors told James and his wife,
Cheryl Murphy, that he would
never again work in construction.
With two young children and an
uncertain future ahead of them,
James and Cheryl stayed strong,
stayed faithful, and moved forward as best as they could with
the support of family and friends.
In the years that followed,
James defied the odds that were
stacked against him. Three years
post-stroke, he was back to work
with no limitations, serving as
a loyal Union worker for many
years until the downturn in economy forcefully hit the construction
business. For James, as for many
men and women in the construction business and beyond, recent
years were dotted with short-lived
jobs and disappointing leads, and
a stable future once again seemed
uncertain. In October 2014, 25
years after James’ stroke, further
bad news hit: his blood disorder
had taken a turn and had developed into myelofibrosis- a rare
form of chronic leukemia with the
only cure being a bone marrow/
stem cell transplant.
James and his family sat in a
Northwestern hospital room soon
afterwards as the transplant doctor
explained the risks and statistics
associated with both a successful
and an unsuccessful bone marrow transplant. Said his daughter,
“Numbers never sounded so
terrifying.” Ultimately, the stem
cell transplant was explained as a
risky but hopeful procedure; the
good news was that James was
judged to be a suitable transplant
candidate, based on his otherwise
good-standing health. As the doctor waited to hear his response- his
decision about whether or not he
was willing to endure high doses
of chemotherapy and monthsworth of recovery in order to
fight his disease- she sensed some
hesitancy on his part and assured

pen too, but I truly believe that
in the big picture Kevin is going
to do something amazing, we
can’t see it yet, but some how he
will make a difference.” In the
committee’s eyes he has already
accomplished this by in-spiring
all of us to come together on behalf of such a remarkable young
man who is an example on what
it truly means to dream big and
work hard.

Kevin Moore Benefit

Saturday, April 18, 2015
6pm - Midnight
At BeauJolie by Victoria
9950 W. Lawrence, Schiller
Park
(Lawrence/Mannheim)

TICKETS ON SALE NOW:
Entry Tickets $40
Ticket includes food and entertainment
Finbarr Fagan, Pulse Entertainment,
Trinity Dancers, Shannon Rovers…
Under 18yrs not allowed without an adult
SILENT AUCTION and RAFFLES
If you can’t attend the event &
would like to make a donation
please make checks payable to
NORRIDGE CARES & mail it to:
Norridge Cares
4000 N. Olcott Ave
Norridge, IL 60706
For more information/tickets
contact: Fiona Murray-Tanny
773-443-7921 or Christina Rynne
773-430-6373

him that he could take more
time to think about it. Calm and
respectful, James explained the
true reason behind his hesitation;
he wasn’t scared of the chemo,
the hospital, or the loss of his
“beautiful red locks,” as he called
it while comically combing his
fingers through his hair. He simply
stated that he wasn’t willing to go
through a procedure so complex
and costly that may leave his wife
and family without enough money
to have a sustainable future.

With the incredible support
and action of family and friends
that have since heard of James’
plight, a fundraising committee
was formed to begin planning
for a benefit that will be held for
James’ cause. On Sunday, April 12,
2015, a benefit, “Joining Together
for James,” will be held at Gaelic
Park in Oak Forest, Illinois. It will
include a voluntary donation at
the door, food, an open bar, and
raffle drawings for prizes including gift baskets, 2 tickets to the
All-Ireland football game, and a
grand prize drawing for $10,000,
among others. All proceeds will
go towards James’ medical bills
and post-transplant medications.
The initial response on the fundraising website (JoiningTogetherForJames.com) was strong, but the
need for further help is stronger.
Board members of James’ committee continue to implore others
with requests for donations, both
monetary and otherwise, for the
upcoming benefit in April. They
are currently accepting donations
of any kind with gratitude, including food donations, wine and
liquor for a wine/liquor wheelbarrow raffle prize, and gifts, gift
certificates or sports/entertainment tickets to include in baskets
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that will be raffled off at the event.
Those who are willing and able to
donate any such items can contact
Greg Miller at gregmiller.chicago@
gmail.com.
For James, there have been a
number of blessings along the
way; being told of his eligibility
to receive a transplant, witnessing
the gracious actions of his family
and friends, and hearing news of
a matched donor were all positive
experiences within a trying time.
According to the BetheMatch.org
website, about 70% of patients
who need a transplant do not have
a suitable donor in their family.
Despite these odds, James’ brother
Patrick was determined not only
to be a suitable donor, but a 100%
match- a blessed rarity and an answer to many prayers. Patrick successfully and selflessly donated his
stem cells that James received on
January 20, 2015. A priest blessed
the cells before injection at James’
request, and the nurses gave a
“birthday” gift bag and a signed
card to congratulate my dad on
his transplant day- “Day 0,” as
those in the stem cell unit call it.
With many days ahead, James is
monitored closely by his skilled
Northwestern staff, enjoys the
rare visits he can safely have, and
endlessly exhibits strength, hope
and humor. He watches the number of days increase on the daily
calendar in his hospital room and
looks forward to further “+” days;
for Day +15-20, when he hopes
he can go home with his wife; for
Days+30-40 when he hopes to take
walks outside; for Days +80-100,
when he may attend mass at his
church or go to a restaurant with
his son; and for Day+116, when
James looks forward to walking
his youngest and only daughter
down the aisle at her wedding.
For these and all further “+” days,
James continues to fight, though
he never battles alone.
Please consider attending the
benefit on Sunday, April 12, 2015 at
Gaelic Park in Oak Forest, Illinois,
and/or donating to James’ cause
at JoiningTogetherforJames.com.
For those who cannot financially
assist, prayers and well wishes are
graciously welcomed.

Hi to all IAN readers! For the past
four years I have enjoyed sharing information with you on the
various happenings at Gaelic
Park and on occasion going
off script on various topics that
I may be passionate about at
any given time. I always write
my piece 2-3 weeks before the
end of the month, and for that
reason, I always strived to look
forward. I am confident looking
forward that Gaelic Park is in very
capable hands with our newly
elected President, Bill O'Sullivan.
Bill has served Gaelic Park for
many years as Treasurer and Vice
President. Bill loves Gaelic Park as
I and all our directors do, and I
know that members and readers
will give Bill the same support that
I am so grateful for.
John Devitt
Hello to everyone! I am honored
to have been elected, I thank
my fellow directors for their confidence and support and I offer
special thanks to John Devitt for
the fine example he set during

his successful term as President.
I look forward to continuing to
serve Chicago Gaelic Park, now
in my new role. I am fortunate
to work with a group of talented
and dedicated board members,
and with some of the greatest
volunteers that can be found
anywhere. I am writing during
Patrick’s Week, and the Park is
full of dancers, families, musicians
and more. Our staff and volunteers are hard at work providing
a warm welcome for all, and
they seem to feed off the energy
of the season. Thanks to Chicago’s Irish for coming to Gaelic
Park in March, and for welcoming us when we were out at parades and other holiday events.
Looking forward, the Gaelic Park
Players Spring production will be
The Maiden Aunt, and the food/
play combination comes at a
price that cannot be beat. There
are more events on our calendar
this Spring, and I hope to see you
at Gaelic Park soon.
Bill O'Sullivan, President

Enjoy the Music & Spirit of the Irish in our
Authentic Pub Imported Directly From Ireland.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 7 DAYS • LIVE ENTERTAINMENT EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT
• Daily Drink and Food Specials
• Expanded Pub Food and Appetizer Menu - Available Daily
• Pub Trivia every Tuesday, October-May starting at 7:30pm
• Traditional Irish Music Session Hosted by Members of The Irish
Musicians of Chicago and their Students every Thursday at 7:30pm

2015
April
4/1
4/8
4/12

May

5/6
5/10
5/13
5/22-25

CGP Calendar of Events
Musical Luncheon RR
Ladies Auxiliary
Sunday Mass & Breakfast
Murphy Benefit*

NOON
7:30pm
10am

Musical Luncheon RR
Mother's Day Mass & Breakfast
Ladies Auxiliary
IRISH FESTIVAL - MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

NOON
10am
7:30pm

(RR) = Reservations Required 708.687.9323
Monthly Musical Luncheon Doors open at noon, hot lunch served
at 1pm for just $15 per person. Entertainment for April will be Joe McShane
on 4/1. RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
Sunday Classic Carvery Full hot buffet dinner! 4/5 Easter Sunday
Carvery is a special edition of the Carvery. Adults are $25 and children
4-12 just $12. Make your table reservations today! Entertainment will be
4/5 Joe McShane; 4/12 Kierna Byrne; 4/19 Kara & Jerry Eadie and 4/26
Joe Cullen. RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
Set Dancing Monday Evenings
Ceili Dancing Tuesday Evenings

7:30pm
Lessons 7pm/Ceili 7:30pm

Pub Trivia Tuesday Evenings

7:30pm

Pub Irish Music Sessions Thursday Evenings

7:30pm

Sunday Evening CGP Radio Live WCEV 1450 AM

CGP Office 708.687.9323 www.chicagogaelicpark.org
Visit the CGP Library in the Shamrock Room
*Please consider attending the benefit for Jim Murphy
on Sunday, April 12 at Gaelic Park, and/or donating
to James’ cause at JoiningTogetherforJames.com.
For those who cannot financially assist, prayers and
well wishes are graciously welcomed.

Live Music in the Pub

Fri

Apr 3

Nick G & Brian Thoma 7:30pm
DJ Jonathan

9:00pm

Wed Apr 8

Frank Rossi

6:30pm

Joe Cullen

7:30pm

Sat Apr 11

Fri

Apr 10

Mulligan Stew

8:30pm

Fri

Kieran Byrne

9:00pm

Sat Apr 18

Kara & Jerry Eadie

8:30pm

Fri

Joe McShane

7:30pm

DJ Bernie

9:00pm

Apr 17

Apr 24

Sat Apr 25

NO COVER CHARGE

7-8pm

CLIP & POST

ALL IRELAND TRIVIA QUIZ NIGHT

Sat Apr 4

2015

6119 W. 147th Street • Oak Forest, IL

708.687.9323

www.chicagogaelicpark.org

The Cork Langers retain their title!

2015 Ireland on Parade

Anne Nugent, CGP Festival Queen
Rebecca Ferguson, Queen's Court

The Maiden Aunt
buffet spread in the Emerald
The Gaelic Park
Room. Tickets for the Sunday
Player's Spring
Carvery are $27 and a theatre
Play, The Maiden
ticket is $12.00. To reserve your
Aunt will open on
tickets, please contact Gaelic
Friday, April 10,
Park's Main Office at 708.687.9323.
and will run for
three consecutive The Gaelic Park Players will also
be participating at the Acting
weekends: Fridays /Saturdays,
Irish International Theatre Festival
April 10 & 11, 17 & 18 and 24 &
(AIITF) in Cincinnatti, Ohio this year.
25 at 8pm; and Sundays, April
The Players will be performing The
12, 19 & 26 at 3pm. The Gaelic
Maiden Aunt on Thursday, May
Park Players and Carraig Pub
21 at the Irish Heritage Center in
will be offering the Pub Grub
Cincinnati. If you would like more
Special, for Friday and Saturday
information regarding The Maiden
evening performances, which
Aunt or AIITF, please contact The
includes your theatre ticket
Gaelic Park Players Facebook
and dinner for $20. For Sunday
page, www.gaelicparkayers.org.
performances, there will be the
Please like the Gaelic Park Players
Sunday Carvery, which includes
your theatre ticket and a beautiful on Facebook.

St. Baldrick's Foundation Fundraiser
Givin' it up for a great cause...

Kerry GAA
Supporters Club Chicago
May Events

Golf Classic and Dinner

Youth GAA Coaching Session
Sunday, May 31 @ 11 am

Saturday, May 30 @ 1 pm

Where: Silver Lakes Golf Country Club
14700 S. 82nd Ave, Orland Park
1 pm Shot Gun Start / 4 ball scramble
Golf and Dinner: $125 per person includes
• 18 hole round of golf and golf cart
• Buffet dinner and cash bar
• Winners and spot prizes
• Presentations by Micheal
O’Muircheartaigh and Kerry players
Sponsorship and VIP
Foursome Opportunities:
• Sponsor holes and get recognized
• Opportunity to play with Kerry Players
Dinner Buffet Only: $50
**only 60 tickets available**
• Buffet dinner
• Cash Bar

Sam Maguire and
Tom Markham
Cups at
All Events !

Where: Chicago Gaelic Park
6119 147th St, Oak Forest
Host Club: St. Jarlaths Youth GAA
Coaches: Kerry Coaching staff and
former players

Fundraising Social
North Side Pub Tour
Sunday, May 31 @ 3pm

3pm Three Counties Pub
5856 N Milwaukee Ave, Chicago, IL 60646,
5pm Johnny OHagans
3374 N Clark Street Chicago, IL 60657
7pm Kerryman
661 N Clark St, Chicago, IL
Entry: Voluntary Donation

MEET MICHEAL O MUIRCHEARTAIGH, MASTER OF CEREMONIES

For sponsorship, donation and golf opportunities contact committee members....
Chairman:
Denis Neville312-532-8037
Secretary:
Declan Fitzmaurice 708-557-6268

Treasurer:
Joe Walsh 773-354-1743
Public Relations Officer:
Therese O’Sullivan 708-653-6789

The Kerry GAA Supporters Club Chicago was founded in the fall of 2014 in support of the Kerry County Board,
Ireland. Our goal is to raise money for new training facilities, promote the GAA, and support youth development.
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“WE’VE ALWAYS BEEN GREEN!”

View
From Ireland

Master Settlement Agreement in
1998, in which Big Tobacco paid
over 200 billion dollars to victims,
the US medical system and also accepted that its marketing power be
curtailed. That precedent greatly
undermines JTI which is really
hoping that the Irish government
will relent, and that this issue will
blow over with one threatening
letter. Wouldn’t it be great to see
their hopes dashed?
When the health of young Irish
people’s lungs is at stake, and the
lungs of young people beyond our
shores, every mechanism available
to discourage people from starting
a potentially fatal habit should be
deployed.
It is a zero sum game for the
tobacco industry that still mourns
the loss of the extraordinary power
it used to wield in peddling its
wares. Plain packing really is the
final assault on Big Tobacco’s vestigial advertising might. JTI will
cite freedom to advertise, but there
is no good reason why it should
work this time. O’Reilly had moral
justification in passing the Bill last
year; he still has it, and he will win
for as long as he sticks by it.
As soon as the threatening letter leaked to the press in midFebruary, agencies that take legal
advice from Arthur Cox but also
receive Irish governmental support clarified their positions. Chris
Macey, head of advocacy for the
Irish Heart Foundation had this
to say: “We adopted a standard
operating procedure in the last few
weeks that we wouldn’t use the
services of companies that further
the aims of the tobacco industry in
relation to the influence of public
health policy.” Macey, unlike JTI,
is not bluffing. Stronger still, the
Irish Cancer Society, previously a
beneficiary of financial donations
from Arthur Cox, averred: “Because Arthur Cox are now leading
a legal action, which has the clear
aim of preventing the enactment
of legislation which we consider
crucial to the prevention of cancer, we will therefore now decline
any offer of a corporate donation
from Arthur Cox.” And Minister
Varadkar chipped in: “I do think it
would reflect well on Arthur Cox
if they didn’t represent tobacco
companies.”
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By Maurice Fitzpatrick

A Puff and a Bluff
Arthur Cox, one of the biggest
legal firms in Ireland, was the cat
that got the cream back in 2008.
While most of Ireland was collapsing in a heap, Arthur Cox was
charged with the administration of
NAMA (the National Asset Management Agency) property holdings. NAMA, the Irish equivalent
of TARP in the US, was the Irish
government’s desperate attempt to
salvage what revenue it could after
the property bust in 2007/8. And
wherever there are torturous legal
debacles, there are lawyers at hand
with their fee structures. Given
how much shrapnel that needed
to be pieced together after the Irish
property explosion, NAMA was a
very lucrative portfolio for the firm.
You would think that a legal
company on such a roll would be
mindful of keeping in with one of
its best clients. But Arthur Cox has
other clients too. Just now, Arthur
Cox has threatened legal action
against the Irish government on behalf of Japan Tobacco International.
This action may see our Minister
for Children and Youth Affairs,
James O’Reilly, in the High Court to
answer for a legislative bill that the
Irish government passed last year.
At issue is the government’s
move to impose a ban on any other
than bland packaging for cigarettes.
Arthur Cox, representing Japan
Tobacco International, claims that
such a move contravenes fair competition law. O’Reilly, whose new
ministerial portfolio still entails a
strong involvement with the bill,
disagrees: “As Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, my responsibility is to progress measures that
will protect children and stop them
from taking up smoking in the first
place...not to protect the profits of
tobacco companies.”
So the battle-lines would seem to
be drawn between the government
and Big Tobacco? Not quite. The
government is fervidly supported
by the Irish public in this case, in

a way that it would not have been
in the past. The year is 2015, not
1985: incontrovertible medical
proof has shown the connection
between smoking and cancerous,
cardiovascular and lung diseases.
When Japan Tobacco International
threatens to issue court proceedings against the Irish government,
Irish citizens realise that JTI is
in fact threatening their loved
ones. Public opinion is implacably
against JTI on this question.
So hang on a minute, Arthur Cox
is willing to stake its reputation on
the tobacco giants and risk losing
the goodwill of the Irish public?
Well, Arthur Cox is itself an international concern with offices in
New York and Silcon Valley. And
JTI, worth 55 billion euro, would
seem to have enough grease to turn
Arthur Cox’s wheels, even if that
potentially means alienating the
Irish government and Irish people.
But there is something more
complex involved here. Japan Tobacco International, an enormous
conglomerate, is taking two Irish
government ministers to court
lest a bill the government passed
last year be rescinded? This would
seem to be a very disproportionate
response. But when JTI deigns to
swat the Irish fly, there is more to
play for than meets the eye; it is
contagion.
If Ireland sets a European Union
precedent—not quite a world precedent as plain packing of cigarettes
has been in force in Australia since
2012—of a government repulsing
the threat of tobacco companies
over their claim to equal advertising rights, and if that precedent is
upheld, then it will become a trend
that will undoubtedly spread in
Europe and beyond.
JTI is almost certainly bluffing.
Importantly, their bluff comes
against the backdrop of huge legal defeats for tobacco giants. In
the USA, for example, the almost
half century of struggle of both
individuals and collective groups
culminated in the historic Tobacco

So, as a St. Patrick’s Day blessing
to Arthur Cox and JTI: less puffing
and less bluffing please. If the government does not capitulate and
manages to ride out what could

Outside Mullingar
By John Patrick Shanley
Reviewed by Frank West
I love this play! Seeing it was
a great theatre experience. It
has a wonderful script, humor,
natural sounding dialogue, and
The actors at Northlight, the
unobtrusive set, and subtle music are all brought together by
director B.J.Jones, into uncommonly beautiful presentation
of the play. The presentation
would please playwright John
Patrick Shanley because it clearly
expresses what he wants to say
with the play.
Shanley says “I wanted to
express joy. I wanted to laugh, I
wanted to name what is possible
and beautiful about being alive.
So I wrote about love, the play is
OUTSIDE MULLINGAR.”
Quoting from the cover of the
script: “OUTSIDE MULLINGAR
is about the romance of Anthony

and Rosemary, neighbors in
rural Ireland, who are wearing
their middle years. It is by turns
poetic, uplifting, dark and funny
as hell. Anthony is an introverted
farmer and Rosemary is the
woman who vows to have him
at all costs. When Anthony’s
father threatens to disinherit his
son, Rosemary steps into the
middle of a land feud and family
eccentricities beyond what one
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end up involving years of legal
pressure to uphold this principle,
it will make for a proud day to be
Irish. Sláinte mhaith /good health
to you!

might imagine. On the brink of
romantic catastrophe, this one-ofa-kind Irish heroine fights against
time and mortality in hopes of
securing her dream of love.”
The Artistic Director, B.J.Jones,
comments on the transcendent
nature of the play. “OUTSIDE
MULLINGAR is an American
play, written by an Irish-American, about his Irish cousin. It’s
important to remember that,
though it is based in truth, the
play takes a fable-like trajectory.”
However, the play is much
more than a fable about love. It
asks the questions: Are we living
life fully? Why do people make
the decisions they do? It also
asks: Why do we not make the
decisions we know we should?
For his previous theatre and
screen work, John Patrick Shanley received a Pulitzer Prize, an
Oscar and a Tony Award. OUTSIDE MULLINGAR played on
Broadway last year, and received
a Tony, Outer Critics
Circle and Drama
Desk nominations
for best play.
The human empathy and generosity
of heart make the
play a perfect expression of Northlight’s
goal:”Northlight
Theater aspires to
p ro m o t e c h a n g e
of perspective and
encourage compassion by exploring the
depth of our humanity.”
Outside Mullingar will be presented at the
Northlight Theatre now through
April 19 at these curtain times:
Tuesdays and Thursdays at
7:30, Wednesdays at 1:00 and
7:30, Fridays at 8:00, Saturdays
at 2:30 and 8:00, and Sundays at
2:30 and 7:00.
The theatre is located at 9501
Skokie Blvd. in Skokie. The Box
Office number is 8476736300 or
information at northlight.org
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Our Mission:
The mission of the Irish American Hall of Fame is to recognize and honor
the outstanding contributions of Irish Americans to society in the areas of
Arts & Humanities, Business & Industry, Public Service, Sports, Religion,
Education and Science. The Irish American Hall of Fame pays tribute to
exemplary Americans of Irish heritage who have truly shaped the Irish
American identity in the United States.

Our Vision:
The Irish American Hall of Fame will preserve and promote the “story” of
Irish culture by recognizing the contributions of individuals to the Irish
American experience. Telling their story preserves our story. The Irish
American Hall of Fame will be a place where the shared story of the Irish in
America will be available to all with an interest in the bond between
Ireland and America.

About Us:
The purpose of the Irish American Hall of Fame is to preserve the “story”
of the Irish in America, thus becoming a resource for all Americans or
those interested in the development and history of America including,
but not limited to, academic researchers, teachers and students of Irish
and American history at all levels, those interested in genealogy, cultural
historians and the general public.
The Irish American Hall of Fame is national in scope operated under the
auspices of the Irish American Heritage Center, a 501(c)(3), non-profit
organization.

Nomination & Selection:

Founded in 2010, the Irish American Hall of Fame accepts nominations from
July through September each year. Nearly 500 nominations have been
received from individuals in more than 30 states, Ireland and across
the globe.

The Hall of Fame Governing Committee along with The Screening Committee
is comprised of esteemed individuals from the Irish American community
from across the country including university professors, representatives
from Irish organizations, publishers and business professionals.
Nominations are vetted and reviewed and a select slate of candidates is
put forth in an election each year.
The 100+ member voting body of distinguished individuals from business,
media, academia, and government as well as Irish organizations
throughout the United States elect the inductees in January.
In this special section of Irish American News, we introduce you to the nine
esteemed members of the Class of 2015 into the Irish American Hall of Fame!

Visit www.iahof.org for more information

IRISH AMERICAN HALL OF FAME: SPECIAL SECTION
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2015 Irish American Hall of Fame Awards Gala
Program and Special Guests
Cocktail Reception: 6:30 - 7:30 pm
Dinner and Program: 7:30 - 10:30 pm

Induction Ceremony
IAHOF
GOvernInG
COmmIttee:
Pamela Marshall Taylor,
Chair

Cliff Carlson
Jim Corboy
Laura Coyle
Julie Kimball
Joan O’Hara
Kathy O’Neill
Mike Shevlin
Pam Taylor
Tim Taylor

Arts & Humanities:
John Huston
Gene Kelly
Bob Newhart

Business & Industry:
Sister Sheila Lyne, RSM

Education:

Mother Frances Xavier Warde

April 2015

Join us for an evening
of inspiration, storytelling,
entertainment and fun
honoring these very worthy
Irish Americans!

•••••••••••••••••••••••

Individual Tickets:

$200 per person
$175 IAHC Members
•••••••••••••••••••••••

Table of ten:

Public Service:

Justice Anne McGlone Burke

Religion:

Father Jack Wall

Science:

Francis S. Collins, M.D., Ph.D.

Sports:

Ben Hogan

Hometown Hero:
Billy Lawless

For more information on all the inductees visit www.iahof.org

$1950 per table
$1700 IAHC Members
•••••••••••••••••••••••
Order online at www.iahof.org
or call (773) 282-7035 ext. 10
••••••••••••••••••••••••
Can’t attend the Gala but wish
to support the Irish American
Hall of Fame?
•••••••••••••••••••••••
Make a donation to the Irish
American Hall of Fame and help
support our efforts to recognize
the contributions of Irish
Americans to the United States
and the world!
•••••••••••••••••••••••

Donate at www.iahof.org
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Introducing the 2015
Irish American Hall of Fame Inductees

Arts & Humanities
John Huston was an American film director, screenwriter and actor. He wrote
most of the 37 feature films he directed, many of which are today considered
classics: The Maltese Falcon (1941), The Treasure of the Sierra Madre (1948), Key Largo
(1948), The Asphalt Jungle (1950), The African Queen (1951), Moulin Rouge (1952),
The Misfits (1961) and The Man Who Would Be King (1975). During his 46-year
career, Huston received 15 Oscar nominations, winning twice, and directed both
his father, Walter Huston, and daughter, Angelica Huston, to Oscar win in different films. Huston died in
1987 at the age of 81.
Eugene “Gene” Curran Kelly was an American dancer, actor, singer,
film director, producer and choreographer. He is best known for his
performances in Anchors Aweigh (1945), On the Town (1949), An American in Paris
(1951) and Singin’ in the Rain (1952). As a former gymnast, he brought
an athletic new dimension to dance that was appreciated by theatre and
Hollywood audiences from the 1930s through the 1950s. Kelly received many
awards, including an honorary Academy Award for career achievement in 1952,
and lifetime achievement awards from the Kennedy Center Honors in 1982, the American Film Institute in
1985 and the Screen Actors Guild in 1989. Kelly died in 1996 at the age of 83.
George Robert “Bob” Newhart is an American stand-up comedian and actor.
His breakthrough 1960 live album, The Button-Down Mind of Bob Newhart, won
Album of the Year at the 1961 Grammy awards, and launched him into stardom.
Newhart later took up acting, starring in two long-running, award-winning
television series, first as psychologist Dr. Robert “Bob” Hartley on the 1970s
sitcom The Bob Newhart Show and then as innkeeper Dick Loudon on the 1980s
sitcom Newhart. A native of Oak Park, IL, he attended Catholic elementary and
high school, and graduated from LoyolaUniversity of Chicago in 1952 with a B.A. in Business Management.
He continues to do live comedy shows and to act on television, most recently appearing in recurring roles on
Desperate Housewives and The Big Bang Theory.
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Business & Industry
Sister Sheila Lyne, RSM is the retired CEO of Mercy Hospital & Medical
Center. She was born and raised on Chicago’s South Side, and joined the community of the Sisters of Mercy in 1953. Sister Sheila began her career at Mercy
Hospital in 1970 after earning her psychiatric nursing degree. She rose through
the ranks to CEO in 1976, a post she held until 1991, when she joined Mayor
Richard M. Daley’s administration as Commissioner of the Public Health Department. In 2000, she returned to Mercy Hospital as the CEO to rescue the hospital from the brink of closing.
She held the CEO post until her retirement in 2013. Sister Sheila earned an MBA from the University of
Chicago, and is senior adviser to Mercy Foundation Inc., the hospital’s philanthropic arm.

Education
Mother Frances Xavier Warde, RSM was one of the seven original sisters
who founded the Sisters of Mercy in the United States in 1843. In 1846, she accompanied a group of five sisters to Chicago to institute the first parochial schools
in Illinois. By 1852, the sisters had built Mercy Hospital and Orphan Asylum, the
city’s first permanent general hospital. At the time of her death in 1884, Frances
Xavier Warde had established more than 82 Mercy convents, schools, hospitals,
orphanages, and other works of mercy in 20 cities across nine states.

Public Service

The Hall of Fame Committee would like to thank
Cliff Carlson and Irish American News for the continued
support of the Irish American Hall of Fame.

YOU’RE OUR HOMETOWN HERO!

Anne McGlone Burke, an Illinois Supreme Court Justice, is one of the founders of Special Olympics. With the help of the Lt. Joseph P. Kennedy Foundation,
Burke and the city of Chicago hosted the first Special Olympics games at Solider
Field in July 1968. In 2003, Burke was instrumental in bringing in the Special
Olympics World Games to Dublin for the first time. Today, Special Olympics is
the world’s largest sports organization for children and adults with intellectual
disabilities, with more than 4.2 million participating athletes in 170 countries.

Religion
Father John J. “Jack” Wall is an Irish Catholic priest, educator, community
and spiritual leader in Chicago. Father Jack was ordained in 1968 after receiving
his Masters of Divinity and Licentiate in Sacred Theology from the University
of St. Mary of the Lake. In 1983, Father Wall became pastor of Old St. Patrick’s
Church, the second parish founded in the city of Chicago and the city’s oldest
public building. In 2007, The Holy See appointed Father Wall as President of
the Catholic Church Extension Society which strengthens the Church’s presence and mission in underresourced and isolated communities across the United States.

Science
Francis S. Collins is an American geneticist who led the Human Genome Project which succeeded in decoding the human genome. He is currently director of
the National Institutes of Health. Born in Staunton, VA, Collins earned a Ph.D.
in Physical Chemistry from Yale University, using theory and mathematics to discover the behavior of atoms and molecules. Earning a M.D. from the University
of North Carolina, he and colleagues discovered the genes causing cystic fibrosis, neurofibromatosis and
Huntington’s Disease. In 2007, Collins was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civil award, for his revolutionary contributions to genetic research.

Sports
William Ben Hogan was an American professional golfer. Hogan was noted
for his contributions to golf swing theory and his legendary ball-striking ability.
He is one of only five golfers to have won all four major championships currently
open to professionals (The Masters Tournament, The British Open, the US
Open, and the PGA Championship). Hogan’s watershed 1953 season, in which
he won five of the six tournaments he entered including three major championships (a feat known as the
“Hogan Slam”), still stands as one of the greatest single seasons in the history of professional golf. Hogan
died in 1997 at the age of 84.

The 2015 Hometown Hero Award
Billy Lawless is this year’s Hometown Hero in recognition of his
leadership within Chicago’s Irish community and consistent track record
of contributions and service over many years that helped to preserve or
strengthen Irish heritage.
His campaigning for immigrants rights has earned praise from both
President Obama as well as close friend Illinois Senator Dick Durban.

The Irish American Hall of Fame is proud to celebrate
it’s Fifth Anniversary having inducted 51 exemplary Irish Americans.
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Graphic Designer for the Irish American Hall of Fame
Laura M. Coyle
Fine Arts | Graphic Design

H: 773-769-1658 • C: 773-343-7268
lauracoyle@earthlink.net
http://www.artslant.com/chi/artists/show/72622-laura-coyle
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NOW ON AIR!
Windy City Irish Radio
Every Wednesday Evening: 8 - 9pm
WSBC 1240 AM Chicago
and

WCFJ 1470 AM Chicago Heights
Tune in live each week for the best of Irish culture
celebrating music, books, theater and the arts
appealing to all ages in the Irish community.
Visit our website at http://www.windycityirishradio.com/
Or, like us on Facebook
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THE GALWAY COMMITTEE OF CHICAGO SISTER CITIES INTERNATIONAL
Congratulates our Vice-Chair,
BILLY LAWLESS

Recipient of the 2015 “Hometown Hero” Award
and all the Inductees into the Irish American Hall of Fame

Billy, thank you for your leadership and tireless work in linking
the great cities of Chicago and Galway. Your efforts have resulted
in your recognition as a hero, in both of your home towns!
William Gainer, Chair | Billy Lawless, Sr., Vice-Chair
William Bauer | Ann Bourke | Gabrielle Buckley | Daniel Casey | Edward Coffey | Chip Collopy | Dolores Connolly
William Cowhey | Anne Durkin | John Filan | John P. Goggin | Mary Gorski | Colleen Grace | Patrick Hagan
John D. Hartigan | Jack Hartman | James Hayes | Austin Kelly | Sheila Lamb | Dan Lehr | John McCormick
Frances McMahon | Michael J. McNicholas | Anthony Mourek | Karole Mourek | Gerry O’Connor
Mary O’Connor |Brian O’Dea | William O’Donaghue | Thomas O’Gorman | Paul B. O’Kelly
Cynthia Resser | Julie Shea | Margaret Tower | John Walsh | David Wheeler | John Wrenn

www.chicagosistercities.com

“We congratulate Justice Anne Burke
and the other distinguished honorees on their induction into
the 2015 Irish American Hall of Fame.”

The Bruce Family would like to congratulate Justice Anne McGlone Burke
and all the inductees to the Irish American Hall of Fame!
DEVON C. BRUCE
Attorney at Law, Partner
Power, Rogers & Smith
www.prslaw.com
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Obama Caution

President Obama cautioned
that we not condemn Islam,
rather we should condemn the
radical Islamist, don’t paint all
Muslims with a broad brush.
Maybe President Obama
needs a refresher course in U.S.
History. During World War
II German-American citizens
maintained a low profile, while
Japanese-Americans were sent to
internment camps.
There has already been a big
flap over racial profiling in this
country, but sometimes racial
profiling makes sense. Ask the
Israeli’s. That’s why it’s safe to
fly El Al.
Absolutely No Profiling! Instead, they must conduct random searches of 80-year-old
women, little kids, airline pilots
with proper identification, secret
agents who are members of the
President’s security detail, 85year olds, Congressmen with
metal hips, and Medal of Honor
winner and former Governor Joe
Foss, BUT leave Muslim Males
alone lest airport security be
guilty of profiling.
The Muslim culture is counter
to what most Americans perceive
to be the norm.
Internment camps are a thing
of the past but let’s not be penalized for being too politically
correct. Did I just hear a liberal
scream?

Chuy and Rev Jackson

Reverend Jesse Jackson has
thrown his support to Chuy
Garcia for Mayor. That tells us he
thinks Mayor Rahm Emanuel is
on the ropes. Now, Willie Wilson
has piled on. There is an unholy alliance there. What is Chuy
promising to the Black community? Will he give Jesse Jackson
Jr. a job when he gets out of jail?
Will he hire more police officers?
Will he get rid of the red light
cameras? More policeman means
more money, no cameras equals

Irish American News

no revenue, together they mean
higher taxes! All we have heard
so far from Chuy is a lot of empty
rhetoric and no financial plan.

Pension Reform

Pension reform makes a bureaucrat’s soul shudder. Common sense tells us that PAC
monies from unions that represent public employees only
exacerbates the problem. Somebody has to bite the bullet! I’ll
never forget the time somebody
I know was retiring from the city

“WE’VE ALWAYS BEEN GREEN!”
ingredients include the marvelous Old St. Patrick’s Concert and
Sunday choirs. Throw in Irish
instrumentalists, Cantors, and
pianists. Now combine the ingredients and put them into Old
St. Patrick’s Church, mix them
all together and you have a St.
Patrick’s Day cake. Now for the
icing on the cake, a homily from
Reverend Tom Hurley, Pastor
of Old St. Patrick’s Church who
never fails to lift your spirits. No
doubt one of the most brilliant
speakers we have heard.
Fill the church with dignitaries, William Hite, Grand Marshall of the parade, the Guest of
Honor, the Chicago Police, Fire
Department and Paramedics
also Jim Coyne, General Chairman of the Chicago Journey-

Garcia helped himself to a seat in
pew 5, but was asked to move as
those seats were reserved.
When Father Tom Hurley
sang, “May the Road Rise to
Meet You, May the Wind Always
Be at Your Back,” a big smile
crossed Monsignor Jack Wall’s
face. The Celebrant, The Most
Reverend Raymond Goedert,
retired Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago, addressed the congregation
at the end of the Mass.
He opened his talk by saying
he wondered why Father Hurley
had invited him to celebrate the
Mass as his family came from
Luxembourg, and he was not one
whit Irish. He wondered if Father
Hurley was trying to lose his job.
The riddle was solved when he
revealed that all of his brothers
had married Irish women, and
all of his sisters had married
Irish men. The Bishop’s talk was
very entertaining and delivered
with the skill of an experienced
comedian. He left everybody
laughing. Father Hurley had
been upstaged!
The Mass before the parade
has always had magic moments
that stir the passions of the
Irish people and their pride in
heritage.

The Phoenix Irish
at age 50 and said, “you should
see what they are going to pay
me to sit at home.”
Part of the solution could be
only first responders could go
on pension at age 50 as that work
is for young people. All others
would have to wait until they
were 65. Let’s also put a ceiling
on pensions. We have professors
from the University of Illinois
Medical Schools collecting pensions of more than $400,000 a
year, how about a maximum of
$100,000? That figure is up for
debate. Ever since I got my Masters Degree in common sense, I
see things more clearly.

Old St. Patrick’s Mass

With all the pageantry the
Shannon Rovers Pipe Band,
and the Sheila Tully Dancers
contribute to this annual event,
just add them to a recipe whose

man’s Plumbers Union, Martin
J. Healy Jr., and the parade committee. Add Governor Rauner,
Senator Durbin, Cook Co. Board
President Toni Precwinkle, and
Ireland’s Minister for the Diaspora, Jimmy Deenihan, Cllr. Alan
Coleman; Mayor of the County
of Cork, (who Fr. Hurley made
reference to immigrants leaving
Ireland was the steeple on St.
Coleman’s Cathederal in Cobh.
The cathedral has a clock on all
four sides and the people who
live in Cork refer to the clock as
the four-faced liar. I mentioned
that to Mayor Coleman and we
both had a good laugh.)Irish
Consul General Aidan Cronin,
his wife Maeve and their two
children. John Cullerton, President of the Illinois State Senate.
Noted by his absence, Michael
Madigan, Speaker of the Illinois
House of Representatives. Chuy

A trip to the “Valley of the Sun”
Mesa, Arizona, to visit my old
friend and neighbor, included a
stop at the Irish Cultural Center
and the McClelland Library in
Phoenix. Mary Moriarty gave
me a warm welcome and served
me a cup of tea, going so far as to
give me a choice between Barry’s
and Lyon’s tea.
The new library building is
architecurally splendid, built
with stone and with a massive
blue limestone arch surrounding
the front entrance. Fifteen tons
of limestone were installed by
stone masons who came over
from Ireland in August, and they
complained about the 107 degree
temperatures.
The second floor of the library
houses a state of the art geneology center replete with HP
Computers, mission style oak
tables, and is staffed by Cindy
Patricki, a professional genealo-
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gist. McClelland, who donated
the money to build the library
wanted everybody to be able to
trace their Irish roots.
The second floor also has a
separate room which houses an
exact replica of the Book of Kells.
Additionally, there is a rare book
reading room. The room has a
beautiful fireplace and is tastefully furnished with upholstered
furniture. If you are ever in Phoenix, don’t miss this one.

Boyles of San Francisco

My grandfather’s brother, William Boyle (1867-1951) immigrated to San Francisco in 1888. He
was a section boss for the Union
Pacific railroad, and bought a
small hotel or rooming house at
464 Brannan Street in San Francisco. The building was 3 stories
high with living quarters for the
family on the first floor and a bar
on the first floor.
Over 20 years ago, my Uncle,
Patrick Boyle, in Ballinglanna
Causeway, Co Kerry, gave me a
picture of William Boyle’s family taken in 1947. Somebody was
clever enough to number each
person in the photo and list their
names on the back, which makes
life a whole lot easier when you
are researching a family tree.
My friends Maureen Kennedy,
and Kent Covey, were visiting San
Francisco recently and they sent
me a page out of the San Francisco
phonebook. I chose one of the
youngest children in the photo
taken in 1947, a Richard Boyle.
I called that phone number and
sure enough, when I asked him
if William Boyle was his grandfather, and William J. Boyle Jr. was
his father, he said “yes!” I told
him we were cousins. He gave
me his brother’s phone number,
William “Scotty” Boyle. In less
than two months time I flew to
San Francisco to meet the family.
After having dinner at the San
Francisco Irish Cultural Center,
he took me to see the Boyle family crypt at Holy Cross Cemetery
in Coloma, California. There are
no cemeteries in San Francisco
city. All the cemeteries are in the
outlying area. Not too far from the
Boyle family crypt you will find
the grave of Joe DiMaggio.
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Daly Investor
By John P. Daly

Too Much
Company Stock?
Have you invested too much of
your 401(k) in company stock? This
can happen – and you may not be
fully aware of it.
Back when corporations offered
traditional pension plans, the
federal government watched out
for this tendency. In 1974, the Employee Retirement Income Security
Act (ERISA) made it illegal for pension plans to invest more than 10%
of their assets in company shares.
These days, the employee-directed
401(k) is the default workplace retirement plan – but ERISA doesn’t
limit the amount of 401(k) assets
that can be directed into company
stock.
If the stock flops, how big a hit
will you take? Pre-retirees with
too much of their nest egg in
company stock may recognize the
risk. The disasters at Enron, Tyco
and WorldCom are still fresh in the
memory. Even so, recognition may
not prompt them to diversify their
portfolios.
What factors promote this problem? Psychology plays a role. After
years of working for a large company, employees come to believe
in its stability – it should continue
to do well, it should be around for
years to come. This optimism may
be the biggest reason why 401(k)
plan participants overweight their
portfolios in company stock. Investors need to be aware, good
companies do not always equal
good stock returns.
Employer encouragement –
however overt or subtle – is another factor. At the end of 2011,
the Employee Benefits Research
Institute (EBRI) and the Investment
Company Institute (ICI) took a
snapshot of 401(k) asset allocations
and found that 58% of businesses
with 5,000 or more employees
offered their workers company
shares as a 401(k) investment option. Some corporations even
match employee 401(k) contribu-

tions with stock shares.
Breaking the surveyed 401(k)
programs down further, the survey
determined that about 6% of plan
participants had more than 80%
of their 401(k) assets invested in
their employer’s stock. About 5%
of plan participants aged 40-49
had 31-40% of their 401(k) assets
invested in company shares; about
6% of plan participants aged 60-69
had 21-30% of their plan assets
invested in company stock. Having that high of a percentage in
a single company stock increases
your downside risk. You are also
minimizing potential upside by
not properly diversifying.
What do you do if you’re overweighted? First, you want to
determine if you are – and you
may own more of your employer’s
stock than you initially think.
Employer matches, stock options,
and even mutual funds that invest
in the company may increase your
exposure.
A financial advisor can help you
look at metrics that could give you
a picture of the fundamentals,
volatility and risk surrounding the
stock. If you do find that you hold
too much of it for comfort, it is time
to diversify – but make sure you
are aware of any restrictions on
selling the shares before you take
the next step.
Remember the virtues of diversification. As you get older,
you have less time to make back
portfolio losses, and so there is
less wisdom in investing heavily
in a single stock. Allocating your
retirement assets across different
types of investments may help
you to “insulate” more of your
retirement savings in the event of a
downturn or a particularly volatile
market. Lessening the amount of
company stock in your portfolio
has another potential plus: it
reduces the potential correlation
between your financial future and
the future health of the company.
John P. Daly is a CERTIFIED
FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and

The Walker Flip
Two years ago, about the time
when the Senate was in the midst
of moving forward on a common
sense bi-partisan approach to
fixing our broken immigration
system, a reporter asked governor
Scott Walker his opinion on a path
to citizenship for the undocumented among us.
“Can you envision a world
where with the right penalties
and waiting periods and meet the
requirements, where those people
can get citizenship?” a reporter
asks off-screen.
In the clip, the governor responds simply: “Sure, yes. I
mean, I think it makes sense.”
Now two years down the road
and with eyes firmly fixed on
a presidential bid, Walker has
flipped on the issue. This is and
is not surprising. It is surprising
from the fact that here is a midwestern governor who clearly
understood two years ago that the
farming communities in his home
state Wisconsin are very dependent on immigrant labor. And not
only the farmers, this is also true
of the construction industry the
hospitality and tourism sectors
are all equally dependent on our
immigrant workforce.
On the other hand it is not
surprising that the governor
has moved to the “no amnesty”
camp on the said issue. This, his
supporters say is simply a more
mature consideration of the issue
at large. It can also be interpreted
President of Daly Investment
Management, LLC a fee only
Registered Investment Advisor
specializing in financial planning
and wealth management. 180 N
LaSalle St Suite 3700 Chicago, IL
60601. Phone: 312-239-1317 Email:
john@dalyinvestment.com Readers are encouraged to call or email
John with questions regarding Investments or Financial Planning.

as a willingness to be who my
financial bakers want me to be in
order that I have a better chance of
winning the Republican nomination for President. This of course
is not unusual for candidates
from both parties they are seen as
more electable if they are willing
to show a willingness to change
their point of view on a range of
issues.
This may be good for politics
but it is not good for policy, particularly on the subject of immigration. What made sense to Mr.
Walker two years ago still makes
sense today. In fact it makes
more sense today because (a) the
problem of the presence of eleven
plus million living as second class
members of the community has
not gone away and (b) the employment figures now show that
with the economy continuing to
make a sustained recovery, the
country needs the extra workers.
So, where does that leave the
chances of any serious efforts
being made to move an immigration overhaul in the near future?
The sad fact is our politicians are
more than happy to kick that can
down the road once again to what
increasing looks like sometime after the 2016 presidential election.
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Chopsticks! A woman who
had worked all her life to bring
about good was granted one
wish, “Before I die let me visit
both hell and heaven.” Her wish
was granted.
She was whisked off to a great
banqueting hall. The tables were
piled high with delicious food
and drink. Around the tables
sat miserable, starving people as
wretched as could be.
“Why are they like this?” she
asked the angel who accompanied her.
“Look at their arms,” the angel
replied.
She looked and saw that attached to the people’s arms were
long chopsticks secured above
the elbow. Unable to bend their
elbows, the people aimed the
chopsticks at the food, missed
every time and sat hungry, frustrated and miserable.
“Indeed this is hell! Take me
away from here!”
She was then whisked off to
heaven. Again she found herself
in a great banqueting hall with
tables piled high. Around the
tables sat people laughing, contented, joyful.
“No chopsticks I suppose,”
she said.
“Oh yes there are. Look, just as
in hell they are long and attached
above the elbow but look, here
people have learnt to feed one
another”. Author Unknown
Comments, questions or suggestions, please feel free to contact
me at: sliabhanoir@yahoo.com
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Money Means
Something
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“ Your Grandfather, my brothers
and me and hundreds of other
working-stiffs walked hundreds
of miles on picketlines, got a nightstick on the head, spit at, arrested
and locked-out of jobs for that
penny, smartass. Now, pick it up
and give it to your brother when
we get home.”
Money means something.
I respected that for the balance
of my life. My Dad and uncles
were easy with buck and always
Duke’d us little guys with some

Work in the worldly life relies
upon diligence. Therefore, man
is required to work hard and
actively, leaving behind laziness.
The Quran and Sunnah direct us
towards this understanding. Allah
The Almighty Says (what means):
{And say, “Work, for Allah will
see your deeds, and [so, will] His
Messenger and the believers.”}
[Quran 9:105]
I was brought up to work
hard. My father worked
three jobs and my mother
was housewife in the care of
three kids. All of my uncles
and a few of my aunts had
more than one job outside
of the home. My family left
Ireland in the early part of
20th Century, when Teddy
Roosevelt was President –
Grandpa Hickey, a big husky Kerry bogman, worked
in the Chicago stockyards,
then as a stockyard police
man and then helped found
the Stationary Engineers
Union in Chicago. Granny
Hickey from the islands off
Kareem (left) and friend.
southern Kerry and then
near Cahirciveen came to the States “Walking Around, Folding Dough
with little English and fewer pen- and Spending Loot.” Uncles Bart,
nies and worked for the swells in Donny, Sy, Mike, Bud and Jack
the magnificent homes on south knew the value of a dollar and
Prairie and Calumet Avenues as a knew how to part with it with libcook learning from a Mexican and eral ease. Money means something
to little guys. It means comic books,
an African American woman.
They met when they worked at Dixie Cups, Chuckles and Pop.
the Metro pole Hotel on Cermak
Money represents the values of
Road, Larry heaving coal into hard work, sacrifice, loyalty and
furnaces and Nora cooking for labor.
the swells. They married at Holy
Granny Hickey always paid a
Family on Roosevelt Road and had ‘special visit’ to Monsignor Stefourteen children- seven boys and phen J. McMahon of Little Flower
seven girls. One little girl died of a Church. The Hickey’s were among
fever, they were fortunate. Thirteen the first settlers in that great parish
role models and American work- and helped build its still magnifiers lived through the Depression, cent campus, now used by Charter
World War II and labor warfare.
Schools and Father Pfleger. The
I once walked past a penny on priest’s house is where the pastor
the sidewalk and my Dad barked, of St. Sabina’s parks his cars.
“pick that up!’ It’s only a penny.
The Irish immigrants from

“WE’VE ALWAYS BEEN GREEN!”
County Kerry helped the Church
and the founding of a grammar
school and convent and eventually a co-educational Catholic high
school, later closed by Cardinal
Cody only to make the point to
other pastors that he could.
Money means something.
I was reminded of that fact on
Sunday March 15th just before the
South Side Irish Parade conducted
by a son of Little Flower Parish
Tom McGourty from 77th & Wood
Street. I was going to Mass at a
cousin’s home which is an annual
family gathering and I needed to
get out of the neighborhood before the parade step-off. Streets
are strategically blocked after 10
AM. I needed to get to Oak Park
by 11 and Mass was at 9:30, so I
drove to 99th & Oakley
– I usually walk over
to my cousin’s house.
I found a good spot
for easy parade egress
and a clear path to the
Dan Ryan and decided
to grab a cup of coffee
at Dunkin Donuts on
104th & Western Ave.
It was here that I recalled my peasant roots
and immigrant values
when I was greeted
by my pal Kareem, the
manager of Dunkin
Donuts.
Kareem and his crew
of Naceda, Larry and
Bidya are my family.
Every morning, Monday
through Friday, I am at Dunkin
Donuts a little after 4 AM, where
I am greeted with Kareem’s hale
and happy, “ Leo Hickey! How’s
Myles Turner( a Leo Man shot
up by gangbangers and struggling to walk again); He’s at
Chicago State, yes?” I answer as
best I can and say good morning to Naceda and Larry from
India. This happy couple live in
Homer Glen. Bidya always asks,
“ How’s Jimmy Sexton, I love
that man!” Mayor Jimmy Sexton,
also a Little Flower man, of Evergreen Park helped Bidya recover
more than $ 4,000 from a fraud
of a window contractor. Jimmy
Sexton knows the value of a buck
to hard-working people. Cousin
Sylvester “Sy” Hickey, Chief En-

gineer at Cook County’s Stroger
Hospital arrives and fights me
for the morning payment of the
Zoom Juice. I surrender easily,
always have. Kareem does the
color commentary.
Kareem is a native of Morocco,
lived a while in France and is
married to an American girl and
together they have three lovely
children . They live on 99th Street
on the border of Evergreen Park.
Kareem is at work every morning
at 3AM and he is present every day.
He says, that he always takes Sunday off to clean the garage and do
a Dad Commands Clean-up of the
homestead, followed by a spoiling
of the children outing.
I call Kareem and his crew

45

the hardest working Americans
always to their protestations – “
Painter Pat Maloney works much
harder!” He do? I have only witnessed these role models move
with speed, race and accuracy in
making change and always with
smiling grace.
Kareem, Bidya, Naceda and Larry seem to be there every day. They
do not own the franchise; they
own non-stop flow of customers,
greeted by name and always with
genuine affection. America will be
just fine. A couple of County Kerry
did their kids proud and they, in
turn, the same.
Money means something.
The Bible speaks of it and so
does the Quran.

State Bank
of Countryside
is now
Countryside Bank!
Same Owners. Same People. Better Banking.

Come visit us, check out our new look and
let’s talk about what you’re building next!
Bill Wheeler • Tom Boyle • Mary McNally • Sue Jutzi • Bill Kerth
Dan Harrington • Doug Oldfield • Raj Badri

It’s grow time.
Countryside | Burbank | Darien | Chicago | Homer Glen

BankCountryside.com
708.485.3100
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VACATION RENTAL CO. KERRY IRELAND!
Located in S.W. corner of Co. Kerry, Ireland. 3 minutes from
Scartaglen and 10 minutes from Tralee and Killarney.
House is Located on a hill with fantastic vistas and at times,
cows across the road. This house has 3 neighbors.
Kitchen Has dishwasher and microwave.There is a Living room
with TV and a spacious dining room. A bog behind house
allows hikes up large hill.
Has 3 bedrooms. 2 bedrooms with 2 single beds each and the
3rd bedroom has a double bed. There is also 2 single folding
beds available for use. 2 full bathrooms. First flr bathroom
handicap accessible. http://hartx6.wix.com/glounlea-manor
CALL 1-773-297-5622

“WE’VE ALWAYS BEEN GREEN!”

Well, here’s hoping everyone has fully recovered
from St. Patrick’s Day and the many events, functions,
parades, and indulgences it brought. More than any
other time of the year, it’s the advent of Spring and the
observance of Ireland’s Patron Saint’s holy day, that precipitates a desire to plan another trip there. Thankfully,
as an Irish travel specialist, I’m able to indulge myself.
If you’ve been contemplating a trip to Ireland, now
is the time! The U.S. dollar is the strongest it has been
against the Euro (currently $1.06 USD = €1) in 11 years.
Your buying power in combination with an Irish
economy that is still recovering, results in added value.
A trip that may have once seemed out of reach, is just
mere steps away now. The following is a checklist that
you may find useful when developing a realistic budget.
-AIRFARE. As one of the most expensive components of your trip, it’s wise to do your research here.
Working with a retail travel agent, who is accustomed
to the fluctuations in the market and who can work
with a reputable air consolidator, is sound advice. Air
consolidators typically work strictly with retail travel
agents and tour operators, offering discounted airfares,
sometimes hundreds of dollars less than published rates
found online.
-ACCOMMODATION. While bed and breakfasts at
one time delivered an inexpensive option to hotel stays,
you’ll find the current competition amongst hotels may
offer an alternative that is nearly as inexpensive. Hotels
usually offer more in the way of amenities and a more
central location. It should be factored in, when considering a B&B stay, that many lie outside of the town centre
and transportation in and out of the city via taxi or public
transport will add both expense and inconvenience.
However, that must also be weighed
against the advantage of a traditional bed
and breakfast, where you’re likely to experience the advantage of a host that acts
as a personal concierge and a glimpse into
home life in Ireland. I think it’s vital, when
considering B&B accommodation, that you
either work with an Irish travel specialist
who has relationships with specific hosts or
determine on your own that what is being
offered is more than just a “purpose built”
B&B with little interaction between the
host/hostesses and their guests. For those
willing to splash out for a special occasion
or a treat, a night’s stay in a manor house
or castle isn’t necessarily out of reach either.
There is a large and ever-growing market
of unique and luxury accommodation that
can also be found competing for guests.
-CAR HIRE. Beware of the many pitfalls
of renting a car in Ireland. Make sure you
know what is included in your rate. Here
are some of the common terms used to
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explain the different packages available:
• Basic Rate Includes:
• Value Added Tax (VAT)
• Liability Insurance
• Fire Insurance
• Unlimited Miles
• Inclusive Rate Includes:
• Value Added Tax (Vat)
• Liability Insurance
• Fire Insurance
• Collision Damage Waiver (CDW) - with deductible
• Theft Protection (TP) - with deductible
• Unlimited Miles
• Excess Insurance/Super Damage Waiver: This is
the ultimate car insurance that will cover all sorts of
scratches and bruises to your rental vehicle. By purchasing this extra insurance your liability for the vehicle
will be down to €0.00-€300. The cost for this optional
insurance typically ranges between €14-18 PER DAY.
Even though this is the most comprehensive insurance
offered, check what is and isn’t covered. Most still don’t
cover tires or glass.
•If you choose not to purchase the Excess/Super Damage Insurance, a hold will be placed on your credit card
usually around €2000.00-3000.00. Many travelers often
have a difficult time weighing a big hold on a card vs. the
cost of the extra insurance. For peace of mind, I always
suggest the extra insurance. Plus, you get to easily drop
off your car at the end of your rental without having to
wait for the inspection.
Other things to take into consideration when renting
a car are surcharges for any driver aged 21-24 and additional drivers. Drivers MUST have a credit card in
their own name.
-Meals/Drinks. Typically, you’ll enjoy either a Full
Irish Breakfast or at the very least a continental breakfast
with your accommodation (although, some hotels are
now offering reduced rates for “room only”). A typical
pub lunch will set you back anywhere between €4.50 –
7.50 for soup or seafood chowder to €13.50 – 16.00 for a
filling plate of mussels or fresh fish and chips. Dinner
prices vary greatly, depending on the venue. What can
be relied on typically, is generous portions of freshly
prepared and often locally sourced dishes. While in
Kinsale (the “gourmet capital of Ireland”), I enjoyed
a meal at one of their “Good Food Circle” restaurants
that consisted of a delicious starter, a filling entrée and
scrumptious dessert during their “Early Bird” special
for the very reasonable price of €28. A pint of Guinness,
Murphy’s, Smithwicks or Heineken runs on average
€4.50, a glass of wine €5.
Invariably, when people learn that I specialize in arranging Irish travel, I hear “I’ve ALWAYS wanted to go
to Ireland”, “I promised my wife/husband that we’d
take an anniversary trip there”, “Ireland is on my bucket
list”. It’s in my opinion, that NOW is the time and IRELAND is the place. It’s time to scratch something off of
that bucket list.
Until next time, Go dté tú slán - “May you go safely”,
I invite all suggestions, comments, and of course
questions. Don’t forget if your question is chosen to be
answered in my next column, you’ll receive a $25 dining voucher to Peggy Kinnane’s in Arlington Heights!
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Andy Cooney Concert
The Center is
pleased to present
Andy Cooney in
concert for a night of
Irish music, comedy
and dance with An
Irish Spring: Andy
Cooney in Concert.
Cooney, with
his outstanding
voice and dynamic
stage presence,
has always been
a favorite among
American and
Irish audiences
everywhere. His
talent and versatility

provide the ability to
deliver a song directly
to the hearts of his
audience. He is just
coming off of a sold
out performance
with Phil Coulter at
Carnegie Hall.
An Irish Spring:
Andy Cooney in
Concert is Sunday,
April 26 at 5pm.
Tickets are $25 or
$35 for reserved
seating. To purchase
tickets, visit www.irishamerican.org or call
773-282-7035, ext. 10.

Liz Carroll in Concert
Join us for an evening of traditional
Irish music with Liz Carroll for the April
Salon Concert
Series.
Liz Carroll
was born in
Chicago of Irish
parents. She's
a junior and
senior AllIreland Fiddle
Champion, and
has toured as
a solo artist
and with the
Greenfields of
America, Trian,
String Sisters,
and as part
of the duo Liz
Carroll & John
Doyle. She's
featured on ten
albums and
has appeared
on many
more. Liz is a recipient of the National
Heritage Fellowship Award. In 2010 she

became the first Irish-American musician
nominated for a Grammy. In 2011, she
became the
first Americanborn composer
honored with
the Cumadóir
TG4, Ireland's
most significant
traditional music
prize.
Liz Carroll
in Concert is
Friday, April 17.
The Academy
of Irish Music
Performance
Group is the
opening act and
will perform at
8pm, and Liz
takes the stage
at 9pm.
Tickets
are $20. To
purchase tickets,
visit www.irish-american.org or call 773282-7035, ext. 10.

Leo and Anto in Concert

Leo Moran and Anthony Thistlethwaite of
the Saw Doctors return to the Center for a
night of unforgetttable music this spring.
The duo has played together for years
as part of the legendary Irish band, the Saw

Dylan, Donovan and Fairport Convention.
Leo and Anthony will perform together
for the whole show, telling stories from more
than 20 years on the road, sharing favorite
songs not only from the Saw Doctors, but

Doctors. Leo Moran is the songwriter, singer,
guitarist, emcee, and storyteller with The
Saw Doctors, who have been touring very
successfully in the US for the past twenty
years.
Anthony Thistlethwaite plays mandolin,
saxophone, harmonica and bass guitar with
both The Waterboys and The Saw Doctors.
He has also played and recorded with Bob

original pieces and songs from writers they
have been influenced by over the years..
The concert is Friday, May 1 at 8pm in
the Erin Room and tickets are $20. There
is a 6 ticket limit per order and the show
is 18 and over. This concert will be in our
close-to-the-music Erin Room.
To purchase tickets, visit www.irish-american.org or call 773-282-7035, ext. 10.

Celebrating its fifth year, the Irish American guished themselves as leaders within their
Hall of Fame (IAHOF) will honor its 2015 class local Irish community and have a consistent
with a Gala this April at the Center.
track record of contributions and service
The 2015 inductees by award category are: over many years that helped to preserve or
• Arts and Humanities - John Huston; Gene
strengthen Irish heritage at a local level.
Kelly; Bob Newhart
Lawless exemplifies this by his ongoing
• Business & Industry - Sister Sheila Lyne
and tireless efforts in preserving and promot• Public Service - Justice Anne McGlone
ing Irish culture throughout Chicagoland.
Burke
The Awards Gala recognizing the 2015
• Sports - Ben Hogan
inductees is Saturday, April 25 at the Center.
• Religion - Father Jack Wall
Cocktails are at 6:30pm. Dinner, music
• Education - Mother Frances Warde, RSM
and the awards celebration follow at 7:30pm.
• Science - Francis S. Collins, M.D., Ph.D.
Tickets are $200 for general admission and
The IAHOF is proud to also honor Billy
$175 for IAHC members. To purchase tickets,
Lawless as its 2015 Hometown Hero. The
visit www.irish-american.org or call 773-282Award recognizes individuals who have distin- 7035, ext. 10.
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President’s Message

The St. Patrick’s Day celebrations at
the Center were certainly well attended,
exciting, entertaining and fun. We welcomed
thousands of new and returning members,
community members, businesses, sponsors,
neighbors, partners and guests. Thank you!
• The Center proved once again that both
the building and the organization are good at
giving.
• The building provided performers,
vendors and others a great venue to
showcase their talents and products.
• The volunteers gave of their time to make
sure everyone had a great experience.
Thank you!
The St. Patrick’s season is not the only
time the building and our volunteers give.
Our building and our volunteers give all
year long to:
• Help provide a place to experience Irish
American culture.
• Provide a venue for performers, authors,
speakers and others to showcase their talents.
• Provide vendors an opportunity to
promote their products.
• Provide schools and others a place to
practice, learn and meet.
In order to continue to give, our building
and organization need to “receive” as well.
Our building and our organization needs
vendors, performers, partners, suppliers,
schools, authors, speakers and others who
value the Center to give back to us in order
to continue to provide the building and the
organization a solid future.
The volunteers and the building cannot be
the only ones who give back.
Our building and the Center is organized
as a charitable organization and has relied
on for more than 30 years the help of our
members, community members, businesses,
sponsors, neighbors, performers, vendors,
partners, customers, guests and others.
So many of you have given back to the
Center… Thank you!
To those of you who have not had the
opportunity to give back, we ask you to help.
• Become a member
• Buy a brick
• Visit our Gift Shop
• Attend a tea, lecture or book signing
• Donate to the Annual Appeal
• Pledge to the Back to the Future

Campaign
• Become a member or
volunteer your time
• Have dinner in the
Fifth Province
• Buy a ticket to a
concert
• Become a sponsor
for Irish Fest
Thank a volunteer… Give the building a
“hug” or find seemingly other countless ways to
help the Center.
Many of us have heard this over and over
again in life… “It is better to give than receive.”
Please be a giver. You can go visit www.
irish-american.org to donate, make a pledge,
buy a brick, become a member, volunteer time,
buy a ticket and more. Our staff and Gift Shop
can assist you with this.
There is a saying that goes something like…
“The measure of a life, after all, is not its
duration, but its donation."
Thank you for your support.
John Crowley Gorski
President

Annual Appeal and
Pledge Donors

The IAHC Annual Appeal and Back
to the Future Pledge Campaigns
continue. Below are names who
contributed to the Annual Appeal
campaigns through March 16.
Contributions to the Annual Appeal
have been enhanced once again by the
matching program offered by Pat and
Peggy Burke. We thank them for their
continued support. We will continue
to list names of contributors to both
campaigns through June 2015.

ANNUAL APPEAL

BENEFACTOR ($500-$999)
Irish Dancing & Culture Magazine
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Power III
PATRON ($250-499)
Michael L. Igoe
FRIEND ($1-99)
Ms. Kathleen Hacket
Mary Catherine Hogan
William J. Quinlan

Isle of Iona in Poetry and Song
Learn more about
the Isle of Iona with a
program in the Fifth
Province this April.
The Isle of Iona
in Poetry and Song
features a lecture by
author June Sawyers,
music by singer Kathy
Cowan and poetry by Brigid O’Malley.
Iona is a tiny island off the west coast of
Scotland. The Irish monk Columba, or Colm
Cille (521-597), who founded Iona’s famous
abbey, is credited with spreading Christianity to
Scotland.
This talk will discuss Columba’s life and
share poetry and songs associated with him. It

Girls' Night In

Join the Center and the Ladies’ Ancient
Order of Hibernians, Division #8 for a night of
networking, shopping and fun with the second
annual Girls’ Night In. This evening is a way
for women to network, catch up with old
friends and meet new ones.
Attendees can take chances on raffle
prizes, shop more than twenty vendors selling
jewelry, handbags and beauty products in

will also focus on
other Celtic saints
and sites, from
Patrick and Brigid
to Ita and Cuthbert;
from Kells to
Lindisfarne.
Born in
Glasgow, Scotland,
June Sawyers has written or edited more than
20 books, many with a Celtic theme. She
teaches at the Newberry Library. Kathy Cowan
will sing Hermit Songs of Samuel Barber and
Brigid O'Malley will read poetry about Iona.
The program is Saturday, April 25 at 2pm
in the Fifth Province and tickets are $10 at the
door.

the Fifth Province and first floor hallway.
There will be activities, demonstrations, mini
makeovers and food and drink for purchase.
Proceeds from Girls’ Night In benefits
Ovarian Cancer Symptom Awareness. www.
ovariancancersymptomawareness.org.
Girls’ Night In is Friday, April 10 from
6pm to 10pm and tickets are $10 at the
door.

Tea with Beatrix Potter
Celebrate the life of author Beatrix Potter
with another of our Saturday morning teas.
Beatrix Potter, author
of The Tale of Peter Rabbit
and many other stories,
remains the number one
best-selling children’s
author of all time. She was
born in 1866 in London
to wealthy parents, but
raised by her governesses
and sheltered from having
many friends. Potter’s pets
became her companions
and later, the models
for her illustrations. Her vivid imagination
contributed to her talent in writing charming
stories that won the hearts of so many all over
the world, and continue to do so.

4626 N. Knox Ave., Chicago, IL 60630 • 773-282-7035

Paddy Lynn has been a successful
storyteller for the past fifteen years, presenting
more than a hundred and
fifty programs a year.
The Saturday Morning
Teas at the IAHC have
featured such women as
Emily Dickinson, Jane
Austen and Jacqueline
Kennedy. Enjoy tea,
sandwiches and dessert,
while learning about
notable women in history
and literature.
The tea is Saturday,
May 2 at 11am. Tickets are $25 for adults and
$10 for children 12 and under. Reservations
are necessary and must be made by April 29
or on line at www.irish-american.org.
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April 1
April 3
April 4
April 10
April 11

Tara Club
Lenten Fish Fry
Shamrock American Club Social
Girls' Night In
Anam Cara Storytelling
St. Patrick's Fathers Social
Tara Club
Liz Carroll in Concert
Shamrock American Club Meeting
Quiz Night
Roscommon Club Social
Galway Fellowship Luncheon
Celtic Women International Meeting
Irish American Hall of Fame Gala
Isle of Iona in Potry and Song
Genealogy Meeting
Andy Cooney in Concert
Library Book Club,
The Testament of Mary Colm Toibin
Tara Club

April 15
April 17
April 18
April 19
April 21
April 25
April 26

April 29

Library
Room 304

1pm
10am

Nimble Thimbles
Creative Writing and Memoir Classes
(thru 4/30)
Set Dancing

Room 208
Library

9am-Noon
4pm and 7pm

Room 111

Golden Diners Lunch Program
Irish Language Classes
Nimble Thimbles
Creative Writing and Memoir Classes
(thru 4/24)
Irish Heritage Singers Rehearsals
Francis O'Neill Club Ceili
Irish Language Classes

Kitchen
Room 304
Room 208
Library

7:30-9:30pm
12:30pm2pm
7pm
7-10pm
4pm

Room 304
Room 111
Library

7pm
8pm
11am

Regularly Scheduled Events

Tues
Tues
Tues
Tues, Thurs,
Fri, & Sat
Wed
Wed
Thurs
Thurs
Fri
Sat

Room 304
10am
Fifth Province
6:30pm
Sham Am Room
8pm
1st Floor/Fifth Province 6pm
Library
6:30pm
Fifth Province
8pm
Room 304
10am
Fifth Province
8pm
Sham Am Room
8pm
Room 109
8pm
McGinty Room
8pm
Erin Room
1pm
Room 304
7pm
2nd Floor/Erin Room 6:30pm
Fifth Province
2pm
Library
1pm
Auditorium
5pm

Annual Raffle

Our Annual Raffle continues this
spring. Tickets are $100 for a chance
to win $30,000. Only 1,500 tickets will
be sold.
Like last year, you have multiple
chances to win. You could win $1,000
at our Pre-Grand prize drawings. Any
$1,000 Pre-Grand prize winning tickets
are returned to the mix and eligible for
other $1,000 drawings, as well as the
Grand Prize drawing. Our March $1000
winner was Dan Anderson.

DRAWING DATE & PRIZES
IAHC Raffle Picnic - June, date TBA, $,1000
Irish Fest: July 12, final drawing 1st prize $30,000; 2nd prize $10,000; 3rd
Prize $5,000.
You need not be present to win, but
if you are, you can win a special $250
attendance bonus, in addition to the
drawing prize. To purchase tickets, visit
www.irish-american.org, stop by the IAHC
Office, Gift Shop or call 773-282-7035.
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APRIL ENTERTAINMENT
4/3 Joe McShane
4/4 The Dooley Brothers
4/10 The Boils
4/11 St. Patrick's Fathers Dance
4/17 Liz Carroll Salon Concert
in Erin Room $20
4/18 Seamus O'Kane
4/24 The Tooles
4/25 Gerry Haughey
All Shows Start After 9pm

Drop by for the very best in traditional and modern Irish music.
Pub food is served from 6pm-10pm.

April Drink Special
$6 Irish Eyes Cocktail
Dingle Gin and Green River Soda

April Food Special

$6.99 Cheeseburger & Fries

Valid for the month of April 2015 only.

Golf Outing
Get your golf
on a the 25th
annual IAHC Golf
Open this June.
The fundraiser
is Saturday, June
27 at 1pm, and
is a scramble style open at St. Andrew's
Golf and Country Club in West Chicago.
The price is $125 per person and includes
greens fees, a cart, a light lunch, dinner,
cocktails and prizes.
We are also offering sponsorship opportunities, such as hole, gift basket, golf
ball and dinner sponsorships. In exchange,
sponsors will be listed in the July issue
of Irish American News, which reaches
30,000 households. To join us or to sponsor the open, visit www.irish-american. org,
contact Alan Duggan at 312-401- 2603 or
the Center at 773-282-7035, ext 10.

4626 N. Knox Ave., Chicago, IL 60630 • 773-282-7035

Anam Cara
Storytelling

Enjoy an encore performance of
storytelling this spring from students of
the Memoir and Creative Writing Classes,
joined by storytellers from Chicago’s vast
storytelling community; Loud and Clear.
The reader line up includes Jake
Cowan, John Foley, Jim Padar, Alan Beale,
Scott Kanter, Sondra Morin, Natasha Mulholland, Natalie Karnik and Heidi Musser.

Saturday, April 11
6:30pm
$5
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13 counties in Illinois, distributes
food to more than 800 community food pantries and feeding
programs. In 2014, a volunteer
force of more than 23,000 people
helped make the food bank successfully operate.
“Our volunteers are the backDuring Lent, it’s common for pantry is life changing. Often, bone of everything we do,”
people to give up guilty plea- hungry families have to choose Jacobsen said.
sures like chocolate or wine. But between paying for medicine or
The food bank is a clearingfor one out of seven northern Illinois residents, guilty
pleasures are not an option
because even a regular meal
is not guaranteed.
As we reflect upon our
Lenten experience and come
into the Easter season, I
thought it would be a good
time to learn more about the
challenging experiences of
our hungry neighbors.
“Here’s a can of tuna. I can’t
tell you how many things I
can make with tuna,” said
Paula, a single mother who
turned to a food pantry to
feed her young daughters
after leaving a domestic violence situation.
For Mike, who is retired
and living off of social security, the food he gets from the food, or utilities and food.
house of sorts where large shippantry is his life line.
“The food budget is one of the ments of food—perishable and
“This is the margin between first things to get cut,” said Erik non-perishable—come in from
surviving and not surviving,” Jacobsen, the communications grocery stores, food manufacturhe said.
manager for the Northern Illinois ers and other sources. The food
For people like Paula and Food Bank.
is sorted, inspected and repackMike, having access to a food
The food bank, which serves aged by volunteers before being

Check out our website for
a store near you!

www.mullensfoods.com

distributed to food pantries and
feeding programs in the Northern Illinois Food Bank network.
“The food pantries and soup
kitchens are where we reach hungry neighbors who are seeking
food assistance,” Jacobsen said.
On average, people seeking food
assistance in Northern Illinois do
so eight times per year, according
to data from Feeding America’s
Hunger in America
2014 study.
“Nutrition is a
huge element of our
feeding programs.
We want to make
sure that people in
need have access to
healthy foods like
good fresh, produce,”
said Jennifer Lamplough, director of
nutrition programs at
the Northern Illinois
Food Bank.
But what remains
central to the organization’s heart are the
people who seek food
and are fed. Because
of the food assistance,
Paula was able to enroll in community college and is
studying to become a nurse; and
Mike is able to pay child support for his son and eat regular,
healthy meals.
“The face of hunger is changing, and this is an issue that ex-
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ists in every community,” said
Jacobsen. “Don’t assume those
around you have access to a
regular meal—for our hungry
neighbors, guilty pleasures often
aren’t even in the picture.”
To volunteer or donate, go to
www.feedingamerica.org to find
your local food bank.
If you’re a Northern Illinois
resident, visit Northern Illinois
Food Bank’s website at www.
SolveHungerToday.org for information on how to get involved.
If you know someone in need
of food assistance, visit www.
SolveHungerToday.org/gethelp
to find the nearest food pantry
or feeding program in Northern
Illinois.

Healthy Hearty
Cabbage Soup

By Jennifer Lamplough, director of nutrition programs at
Northern Illinois Food Bank
Yield: 10 servings
Serving Size: 1 cup
INGREDIENTS
Cooking spray
2 medium carrots, diced
2 celery stalks, diced
1 large yellow onion, diced
1 small green cabbage, cored
and roughly chopped
1 pound lean turkey breakfast
sausage, crumbled
40 ounces fat-free, low-sodium
chicken broth
1 14.5-ounce can diced tomatoes
½ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon ground black pepper
½ teaspoon dried oregano
1 small loaf Irish Soda Bread

DIRECTIONS
1. Coat a large soup pot with
cooking spray. Add carrots,
celery, onion and cabbage and
sauté over medium-high heat for
3 minutes or onions until clear.
Remove from pan and set aside.
2. Add turkey sausage and
cook until brown, about 6-7
minutes. Add vegetables back to
pan and mix.
3. Add remaining ingredients
(except soda bread) and bring to
a boil. Reduce heat and simmer
for 30 minutes.
4. Serve with Irish Soda Bread.
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By Katheryn Morley

Da Irish Spring
After a long, brutal winter, the weather in
Chicago shifted just in time for St. Patrick’s
day reminding me why I love this city (and
accept the snow and freezing temperatures).
St. Patrick’s feast day, falling just a few days
before the beginning of Spring offers the
first chance for celebration of the new year
and often coincides with some of the first
warm temperatures of the year. Seeing the
diverse crowds of people wearing green and
enjoying the parade, got me thinking about
St. Patrick’s Day as an American holiday and
how we commemorate it here in Chicago.
Throughout March there is a myriad of
“Irish” themes running through the city,
some authentic, others not, but there is a
general sense of celebration represented
by shamrocks and all things green. Restaurants and bars put up decorations, ads
on television refer to the luck of the Irish,
and people say, “Happy St. Patrick’s Day,”
of course. So, after the icy cold Chicago
winter, we find ourselves entering Spring,
surrounded by the color of the lush fields
of Ireland and, suddenly, it is alright to refer
to a Catholic Saint! In public – to someone
whose religion you are unaware of! This,
coming after Christmas when everyone is
afraid to allude to the religious meaning
behind the holiday for fear of offending the
P.C. palette. St. Patrick has a way of bringing
people together, I’d say.
At the St. Patrick’s day parade, a representative from almost every walk of life can be
found. Alongside the many pale, freckled
faces in the crowd are people of all skin colors and they all wear green. Everyone is Irish
on St. Patrick’s Day, they say. While some
find this a rather kitschy excuse for a party,
I think it ‘s amazing! Chicago is a wonderfully diverse city and I love that people of
all cultures enjoy Irish music, dancing, food,
and a few pints.
In addition to the wide range of ethnic
backgrounds that can be found appreciating St. Patrick’s Day, there are kids from
one to 92 celebrating the holiday. Even very
young children clap their little hands to the
bodhran as their elderly grandparents do the
same. In Chicago, being Irish is something
to be proud of and that pride is passed
down through the generations. We may
not recognize each other through parishes
anymore, but we hear people saying they are
either North, South or West Side Irish. There

is also the all-encompassing,
“Chi-rish,” reiterating that there
is something special about being
of Irish heritage in our dear city.
After escaping religious persecution, Irish Catholics found
solace in Chicago, their company being
mostly German Catholics. The Irish, however, came here with a one-up on most
other immigrants. They spoke English. The
banning of Gaelic, a brutal tactic used by
the British to strip Ireland of its culture, it
was a great advantage in the United States
and helped the Irish to prevail in Chicago.
Irish immigrants took advantage of all
that Chicago had to offer them, establishing businesses and clubs and voting in
elections. Although fleeing Ireland and
creating roots in Chicago was no easy feat,
Irish people knew that if they worked hard
here they would be able to do more than
pay off landlords and survive. They were
willing to work for their children’s sakes and
suffer through obstacles in order to create a
better life for the next generation. Chicago
was young when floods of Irish immigrants
began settling here and the Irish had a large
hand in the shaping of the city.
While creating a new life in Chicago,
the Irish did not forget about where they
came from. They created groups to support
the cause of Irish freedom, like Clan na
Gael, raising funds and educating people.
They taught their children Irish songs and
dances. The Irish built strong connections
in Chicago, creating a community centered
around parishes. They helped each other
and voted their Irish neighbors into office.
Edward J. Kelly, the first Irish mayor of
Chicago, was a relation of Mary Pat Kelly’s,
the author of Galway Bay, whom I had the
pleasure of speaking with last month. The
Irish in Chicago have remained tightly
woven, it seems!
Generations down the line, the Irish are
here in Chicago and thriving. Whether
they are first generation, or fourth, IrishAmericans find ways to connect to their
heritage. I was amazed to see at a recent
Wolfe Tones show how many young Chicagoans knew every word to their rebel
songs. Young and old joined together,
cheering and dancing, while my father
struggled to post his recording of the show
to Facebook, to share with his friends and
cousins in Ireland. We Irish have gone
global, but we have not forgotten about
our dear, green Motherland. Whether you
love or hate the river being dyed green and
the madness that is March in Chicago, St.
Patrick’s day is a great time to celebrate
being Irish (or not) and join together in a
collective sigh of relief at Winter’s end.
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Enda Does Atlanta;
and Ireland Hopes He’ll Stay There
I had a brief burst of enthusiasm for Atlanta, Georgia, yesterday.
Not, I hasten to add, that I
have ever entertained any bad
thoughts about the place. I’ve
never been there except once
some years ago, when a plane
I was on sat in the airport for
forty minutes. I recall that the
hostess who enquired if I would
like anything whilst we waited
was in her forties, with the most
enchanting crows’ feet of laughter lines around her eyes and an
accent that made me go all funny
in the pit of my stomach. I swear,
I expected her to come out with
a ‘fiddle-de-dee’ at any moment.

I could have died a happy man,
just listening to her voice. Ten
years on I can’t for the life of me
remember where I was in transit
to but I remember her face. Yep,
that’s how shallow I am.
Apart from this and enjoying
that terrific book Midnight in
the Garden of Good and Evil, I
can’t say that Georgia has ever
entered my consciousness since.
But yesterday I was all ears
to hear what happened as Ireland’s premier goon and chancer, Dame Edna Kenny was
honoured in Atlanta for St.
Patrick’s Day. We had heard that
there might be demonstrations
against him, but alas! It came

to naught. And if I’m honest,
I’m kind of glad for the people
of Atlanta, with whom I have no
gripe whatsoever.
I do hope, though, that Kenny
was made aware that not everyone was happy at his presence
there, judging by some of the
comments sent to an Atlanta TV
station. It must have seemed like
a nice change for him, mind; I
would imagine that in America
he needed a quite minimal security presence whereas here in
Ireland he wasn’t even able to
visit his home county of Mayo
recently without a ‘double ring
of steel’ to protect him.
Imagine that: ‘a double ring
of steel’; has a nice sound to it,
so it does.
After that humiliation I
wouldn’t be surprised if he
phoned his boss, Angela Merkel
in order to remind himself that
he is still loved.
I do wish that someone would
explain to the Dame that being
tolerated because you have committed treachery against your
own, for the sordid reason of
making your European leaders
happy, is not the same as having
people actually like you. I suspect that Merkel knows what a
greasy little no-mark he really is
and thinks of him as such (when
she gives him a thought at all);
it’s just that at the moment he
is feted abroad, even if he is
loathed and despised in Ireland.
Atlanta was good for a couple
of laughs, mind you. One was
Enda photographed with Hulk
Hogan, whilst Hogan wondered
who the little runt making that
stupid pointing gesture was.
Still, he was a good sport about
it.
The other was that the Mayor
of that good city had to resort to
bringing forward a star struck
11-year old called Jack Caffrey
(grandparents: Clare) who informed the Bold Enda that he
was an inspiration to him.
“I have always had a favourite
in politics and things, and so
I always looked to important
people like Winston Churchill
(!!) and the Irish prime minister.”
Important people like Winston
Churchill and the Irish prime

minister. As they say, there’s
really no answer to that.
Still, there’s an excuse for Jack
– he is eleven, after all – but the
amount of people in other countries who line up to tell Kenny
what a great job he is doing (or
worse, to lecture us) always
makes me want to fire off a water
balloon or something. I mean,
the sentiments are generally
expressed by people who don’t
live here and would probably
rather chew off their own arms
than live here. So to tell you the
truth, we’re kind of fed up hearing how great we are to have put
up with near-enough a decade
of austerity.
Listen: we didn’t do it willingly. It was imposed on us by
liars and traitors and we are
paying for it now in our suicide
rate and thousands of citizens
who will never recover, whilst
the political elite will go off to
enjoy fat pensions for the rest of
their woe begotten, miserable
stinking lives.
So the next time you feel like
patting our heads and condescendingly telling us how great
we are – DON’T! And seriously,
you like Enda Kenny and his
policies so much? Take him;
he’s yours.
Actually, the only thing that
I ever enjoy about St. Patrick’s
Day is seeing the back of our
gougers for a few days whilst
they go off on whatever freebies
they have lined up. Another one
who must have had a great time
was Tánaiste Joan Burton. You
know Joan, the one who had a
single water balloon fired at her
last November, necessitating the
dawn arrests of dozens of really
dangerous protestors, some as
old as 16. I have the radio on
in the background here and
I’m thinking how lucky she is
that she isn’t in Germany today.
Bloody Hell, she would have the
country put under martial law.
Of course, I think that the
proper thing to do would be to
have a water balloon amnesty,
where that really dangerous
‘fringe element’ of anti-water
charge protestors could hand
them over. It’s true that I haven’t
actually heard of any shops
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reporting an increase in sales
of water balloons ahead of this
coming Saturday’s big demonstration in Dublin, but you can
never be too sure. (And damned
if the protest doesn’t coincide
with a 40th anniversary showing in Temple Bar of my all-time
favourite film, ‘Barry Lyndon’.)
In actual fact, the real reason
for the arrests is to instill fear
into the protestors, pure and
simple. Well, I can only speak
for myself, but I can promise our
Government of Creeps that I will
be there on March 21st – and I
don’t think I’ll be the only one.
Kenny is looking with envy
at how the Spanish have pretty
much stamped out the right to
peaceful protest, of course. So
I’m going to predict a tightening
of the laws here at some point;
and when a charge of €50,000 or
so is required before protestors
can even legally assemble, then
remember where you heard it
first.
By the way, an Anti-Water
Charges Float was refused permission to be included in Limerick’s parade yesterday and
one wag responded that if it
had been a Gay Anti-Water Float
there would have been no problems. Heh. It’s funny because
it’s true.
Meanwhile Joanie was happy
to be in Boston for a few days,
where she was able to actually use the front door of public
buildings and hotels, something
that she doesn’t do here anymore, on the off-chance that she
meets a voter with questions.
Ah well, soon they’ll be back
and it will be business as usual.
I wonder will they have Kildare
Street blocked off again, as they
did for a previous protest. After
all, you can’t have Irish citizens
congregating outside of a building that they own. Or maybe
we’ll just be arrested in mass as
we get out of our cars, coaches or
trains. Nothing would surprise
me with this shower.
Are you sure you don’t want
to keep them?
You can email me at chasbrady7@eircom.net Blogs are on
www.charleybrady.com & www.
cbsays.com
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Journeys of Courage is the name Catholic Charities has given to an event on April
30 celebrating the 40th anniversary of our
Refugee Program—aptly titled because
courage is certainly what it takes to live
the life of a refugee.
For many of us, it is hard to imagine
fleeing the country we love because we
are being persecuted for our race, religion,
membership in a social group, or political
beliefs. Refugees are different from other
immigrants because they are not choosing
to start over in another country—they are
forced to do so in order to save their lives.
Refugees might grab a handful of their
most precious possessions, but typically
they run with only the clothes on their
back. They embark on a journey wrought
with perils at every turn, including extreme violence; illness; lack of water, food,
and medical care; and the potential of falling prey to human traffickers. If they are
lucky, they successfully make the treacherous passage to a refugee camp. There they
wait, often for years, for the opportunity
to resettle in another country.
Many of the world’s 16.7 million refugees are fleeing war-torn countries fraught
with vicious extremist groups, where
homes are destroyed, businesses are ruined, human life is devalued, and it is no
longer safe to live. However, these reasons
alone do NOT qualify one to be admitted to
the United States as a refugee. Individuals
must prove that they themselves were persecuted, or legitimately fear persecution,
by the ruling party in their native land in
order to achieve U.S. refugee status and
earn the right to come to America—a right
earned by only 1% of refugees worldwide.
In the Archdiocese of Chicago, Catholic Charities is very blessed each year to
resettle approximately 250 refugees who
have achieved U.S. refugee status. From
the moment we greet a new family at
the airport, we walk with them as they
make yet another courageous journey,
this time to rebuild their lives in America.
Compared to the trials they have already
endured, the challenges of adapting to a
new life in the U.S. are far less dangerous,
but still require a great deal of courage.
Imagine how it must feel to literally start
from scratch, with nothing, in a country
where you know no one, with a strange
language and culture that you do not un-

derstand. The
needs of the
families are initially so great,
that Catholic
Charities must
rely on many
wonderful partners and volunteers to
assist with welcoming these very special
newcomers, as we heal their pain, restore
their dignity, and help them become full
participants in American life.
We work closely with landlords to have
apartments ready for them upon arrival.
Our parish partners generously provide
donated furnishings, “welcome kits” containing basic household necessities, bags of
groceries with culturally appropriate foods,
and a few articles of clothing for each family member. We find them employment,
register their children in school, arrange
medical appointments, teach them basic
financial planning and budgeting, provide
counseling and job readiness training, and
enroll them in English classes. With the
help of our volunteers, we can teach them
how to access shopping facilities, navigate
public transportation, and provide one-onone tutoring and mentoring. Amazingly,
with only a few months of intensive services, these resilient, hard-working families
are well on their way to achieving the goal
of long-term self-sufficiency.
Catholic Charities is humbled to fulfill
the Church’s mission to “welcome the
stranger,” yet, welcoming our refugee
brothers and sisters is truly a community
effort. The staff, volunteers, landlords,
parishes, and employers who work with
our Refugee Program tell me what an honor
it is to help these extraordinary families
who have lost so much, yet have so much
to give. May their journeys of courage be
an inspiration to us all!
To volunteer or learn more about the
Journeys of Courage event, please visit
www.catholiccharities.net or call (312)
655-7856.
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Save the Dates

Program October 10-11
Sharon Shannon Concert October 10
Irish American Hall of Fame Awards High Kings Concert October 11
Out of Ireland with Paddy Homan
Gala
at iBAMChicago Sat, October 10
Sat., Apr 25 @ IAHC iahof.org
ibamchicago.com
Gaelic Park Irish Fest, May 22-25
chicagogaelicpark.org
Irish American Heritage Ctr Fest, July
10-12 irish-american.org
Milwaukee Irish Fest Aug 13-16
irishfest.com
iBAMChicago2015
Gala Awards Dinner October 9

Banquet Business
Starts May 10 at IAHC

On May 10, the IAHC will host its inaugural entrance into the “banquet food”
business.
The IAHC can now appeal to banquet
crowds and wedding couples with a
“turnkey” banquet package that includes
food, linens, table settings, and drink.
Sunday May 10 the IAHC will introduce a monthly 2nd Sunday mass and
Sunday Carvery buffet. Tickets go on sale
next week at www.irish-american.org, in
the main office and the Gift Shop.
773-282-7035 for more information.

OLD
ORLAND
INSURANCE
A G E N C Y, I N C .
Since 1946

“We sell Peace Of Mind.”
HOME • LIFE • AUTO • HEALTH • BUSINESS

ALL TYPES OF CONTRACTORS
14308 Union Orland Park, IL 60462

708-349-2000

Casey the Piper







Weddings
Birthday Parties
Christenings
Funerals
Anniversaries
House Parties

Call
708-790-8900
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The Metropolitan Water Reclamation recently presented a certificate of honor to Bill McTighe, Band Manager of the Shannon
Rovers Irish Pipe Band. McTighe is highly respected and has
been very active in the Irish Community.
Pictured (left to right) MWRD Commissioner Frank Avila, Bill
McTighe and Commissioner Patrick Daley Thompson.

Day for Special
People June 28
at Gaelic Park
On Sunday, June 28, The Clare
Association of Chicago will
celebrate the 29th Anniversary
of our “Day for Special People”
at Chicago Gaelic Park, 6119 W.
147th Street in Oak Forest, IL.
We are very proud to sponsor
this day and as in the past, our
day will start with 10 am Mass
on the Patio, with our main celebrant being Bishop Francis Kane
of Chicago. A delicious Irish
buffet breakfast will follow, as
always there is no charge to our
“special guests,” and a nominal
fee charged to all others.
Our Grand Raffle, one of the
highlights of this day will follow
the breakfast. All of our special
guests’ names are placed in a
drawing upon entry to the park
that morning. Names of winners
will continue to be drawn until
all the prizes are gone. The grand
raffle prizes consist of televisions,
DVD players, video recorder/
players, stereo equipment, bikes,
musical equipment, large toys,
etc. All the prizes are displayed
on the stage awaiting our winner’s selection. Following the
Grand Raffle, all the guests are
invited to play four games from
a choice of ten, for which they
are guaranteed a prize. They
may choose their game prizes
from an array of gifts such as
headset radios, games, videos,
stuffed animals, tee shirts, sport
bags, drink cups, balls, puzzles,
children’s toys, etc. A wonderful
day is promised for all.
Anyone wishing to register
a “special guest” must register
starting May 17th to June 17th,
2015. To register please call:
Maureen Bennett at 708/3019773.
SELL IT HERE
BUY IT HERE
GET THE HELP YOU NEED
WITH A
CLASSIFIED AD!
CALL 847-872-0700
or email

cliff@irishamericannews.com
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have gained more importance for me now that
I am away from Ireland than they had before I
left. The reason for this change is obvious; I too
am now a part of the wandering tribe. However,
by Terry Boyle
the sense of loss is diminished these days by the
introduction of new technologies that give me
an instant fix of Irishness at the click of a button.
A Nation of Travelers
But this has not always been the case, and I’m forever
When one speaks of the Irish diaspora the connotation intrigued by the stories of those who stared at the same
is usually associated with negative reason, and there is sun and moon as their Irish families while their feet
validity to this way of thinking, but it’s not totally true. stood on foreign soil. The sense of feeling at home, but
While the origins of what we think as the catalyst for not quite, is quite aptly felt by those who were forced to
emigration are generally centred on the famine, the Irish leave Ireland for pragmatic reasons.
originate from a wandering tribe; the Celts. This diverse
While archeologists work to uncover evidence of our
gathering of peoples moving from the Middle East pre-historic ancestors, I’m enjoying the stories that I hear
through Europe left their mark in each new settlement. of our more recent exiled community. The Irish who
Evidence of their wanderings is continually unearthed wandered into the new country, sometimes starving as
by archeologists who are still perplexed their level of they had in their own land, but driven by a new sense
sophistication. Even in the early years of Christianity in of possibility. The United States has boasts of millions
Ireland, monks, under the guidance of Saint Columba who claim Irish heritage, and this is evident wherever
took to Northern Europe in search of coverts. And, dur- you go in this vast nation. Predictably, the fought against
ing the colonization of modern Ireland, artists seeking to the British to establish American Independence, and it
find an audience for their work courted the theatres and could equally be argued they, predictably, fought against
publishers of England.
each other during the Civil War. Whatever their politiThe unsettled Irish become fully displaced by the cal persuasions there is no doubt that the Irish diaspora
introduction of the Penal laws and more pronouncedly has help to shape what has arguably become the most
by the potato blights of the 19th Century. Committing powerful nation in the world.
themselves to wander in order to survive, the Irish have
And while this sentiment sounds incredibly nationalcontinued to make their presence felt wherever they ist, I find myself at odds with simplifying nationalism
have settled. In each new place they have, like most to a feeling of pride. The concept of national pride is
as elusive as cultural identity. For
exiles, sought to preserve those
OCEAN VIEW, IRISH example, have you ever been with a
things that are peculiar to an Irish
Irish person, drunk or sober,
identity. And this love of culture
COTTAGE RENTAL fellow
and wanted to distance yourself
has strengthened the sense of con3 Bedroom, 2 Bath
nection to the homeland, while
from all they represent as quickly
accentuating the sense of loss.
as possible? Does this mean that
Co. Cork in
The diasporic celebration of all
you’re national pride is in quesSouthwest Ireland
tion? No. It simply means that, for
things Irish is inevitably tinged
reasons of simplicity, the sense of
with a profound sense of sadness,
From $450 WEEKLY!
what it is to be Irish is often voiced
sometimes displayed in mawkish
Don 608-274-1180
by those we’d prefer not be identisentimentality, but sincerely felt as
patriotism.
http://webpages.charter.net/ fied with. I often find myself feeling
As I have stated in earlier reflecestranged by what is conceived to
cosgrovecottage/
tions, the stories of the diaspora
be authentically Irish. Those who

Terry From Derry

9

Irish Brothers
Traditional Irish Pub

®

Three Locations to Serve You:
119 Howard Avenue,
West Lafayette, IN (765) 746-4782
3520 St. Rd. 38 E,
Lafayette, IN (765) 447-0999
& Introducing
575 Massachusetts Avenue,
Indianapolis (317) 964-0990
www.nineirishbrothers.com
Twitter: @nineirishbros

The Six Penny Bit
5800 West Montrose 773-545-2033

Also Check Our Daily Specials

Fall Special- ALL DAY
All Domestic Beers (Btl) $2.50
All Imported Beers $3.50
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are from Northern Ireland will more readily understand
this feeling. I remember once being at a reading by a
notable Irish poet who began his preamble with disdain
for the Northern brogue, particularly the influence of
the Scottish idiomatic speech of words such as ‘wee’ and
‘aye’. His approach reminded me of growing up in the
Troubles and the expectation of Catholics under siege to
find a sympathetic hearing among their brethren in the
Republic but this was not always the case. Yes, of course,
among the border towns or counties there was always a
sense of empathy, but in Dublin tales of the black North
would emerge along with keeping their troubles up there.
Thankfully, since the introduction of the Anglo-Irish
Agreement, those attitudes have changed. The Republic’s
involvement with the European Union, and the continued
growth in Emigration has united Irish people North and
South of the border. The question of Nationalism has
changed from what it used to be. It has become more
complex, as it probably always was, and as the modern
Irish continue to disperse throughout the world they
will bring with them new and exciting outlooks that are
formed less by religious affiliation, and an older form of
patriotism. They will bring with them new stories and
continue to leave their mark wherever they land.

8 N. Vail Avenue
Arlington Heights, IL 60004

Tel. 847-577-7733 Fax. 847-577-3886

Good food. Good friends.
Just a great time. See you at Peggy’s!
Hours
M-Th 11am-1am
Fri & Sat: 11am-2am
Sun: 10am-1am

www.peggykinnanes.com
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machine-gunned
by loyalists.
Although
pro-British paramilitaries like the
UDA and UVF
E-mail: IrishTV@att.net
were conducting
a terrorist campaign, murdering scores of
ordinary Catholics, not a single Protestant
Biting The Hand
was interned until February of 1973. NorthMaintaining dictatorial power under ern Ireland Prime Minister Brian Faulkner
the guise of democracy creates
bizarre situations. Take the compensation case now in Belfast’s
High Court brought against
Britain by James Wilson and
18 other Protestant men. They
all are ex-internees, arrested in
the ‘70s and thrown into hastily built British prison camps
without trial, along with many,
many Catholics. Internment
without trial began in 1971 with
Operation Demetrius, the British
army’s surprise invasion of Irish
Catholic neighborhoods, on the
first day of which 342 suspects,
every last one Irish Catholic, were
dragged from their homes and herded into had been urged by the British to arrest a
the prison camps. During that operation, 11 few Protestants to give the appearance of
unarmed civilians, including teenagers and impartiality, but he had refused.
And there is the nub of the lawsuit. The
old men, died at the hands of soldiers of
Britain’s 1st Battalion, Parachute Regiment 19 Protestants are accusing the government
in Ballymurphy. A 45 year old mother of of unlawfully jailing them, just to create a
eight and a Catholic priest who tried to aid charade of British neutrality in the Northpeople bleeding and dying on the ground ern Ireland conflict while carriying out the
were also murdered. In Ardoyne, North mass internment of Catholics. Wilson was
Belfast, soldiers shot dead three more. That arrested in 1973 and spent more than a year
same outfit, Prince Charles’ own regiment, interned. He and the others are suing the
repeated the massacre 6 months later in Der- Northern Ireland Office, the Chief Constable
ry on Bloody Sunday, murdering another 14 of the Police Service of Northern Ireland, the
Irish Catholics there during a Civil Rights Ministry of Defense and Secretary of State
Association march against internment. Theresa Villiers for abuse of power.
Catholic homes were burnt in Ardoyne and
As James Craig, the first Prime of Northelsewhere. About 7000 people, most of them ern Ireland put it, Northern Ireland was
Catholics, were left homeless. The family of established as “a Protestant state for a
future Irish President Mary McAleese fled Protestant people”, cementing for Protessouth into the Republic after their home was tants a ruling and privileged position in

Beautiful Oceanfront
Cottage in Dingle for rent
Remodeled and furnished. 4 bedroom, 4 bath with a fabulous view
of the ocean at the mouth of Dingle
harbor. Short walk to beach and only
two miles from Dingle town. Sleeps
8-10. Call Colleen 312-399-8793

the state. Apparently Wilson and the his
fellow plaintiffs didn’t consider their prison
camp experience a way of doing their duty,
helping the state sustain a necessary fiction
of ‘democracy’; and see it now as an opportunity to cash in. That seems a tad ungrateful, considering the amount of trouble their
“Defender of the Faith” Queen Elizabeth
and her ancestors, from the profligate Henry
VIII forward, went through to provide them
a privileged position in UK society. Can
they forget profligate
King Henry declaring
himself king, not only
of earth but of heaven,
and plundering Catholic monasteries to
build a navy that years
later would lay the
world, including the
Americas, at Englishmen’s feet? Will they
count as nothing being sustained during
the forced starvation
that so conveniently
disappeared millions
of their Irish Catholic
enemies, clearing tillage land for more prof-
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itable sheepherding? Can they so easily bite
the hand of a government that reneged on
treaty after treaty to preserve their superior
position; and the generations of bloodshed
required, including the blood shed by those
who dared protest internment at Ballymurphy and Bloody Sunday?
British loyalists going to court, charging
Britain with abusing their Protestant privilege. It seems a curious, blindly arrogant
and typically British mindset that brings this
lawsuit- the same mindset that drives loyalists to march triumphantly all summer long,
singing derogatory, abusive, hurtful songs,
weaving around and through the neighborhoods of those their government claims are
democratic equals and fellow citizens, but
are instead just Irish and Catholic.
© Mike Morley 2015

website: IRISHTV.US [And Irish Eye
Facebook page] E-mail: IRISHTV@att.net
Also: watch IRISHTV.US ON CABLE TV
Chicago: CAN-TV, Channel 19: Monday
7PM, Tuesday 2PM
24 North suburbs – Comcast Ch. 19 (or
35) Tuesday, 6PM
41 West suburbs– Comcast- (Channel 19)
Tuesday 7:30 PM

Secret Ireland Tours Catering to Small Groups
“You’ll never plough a field by turning it over in your mind””
Secret Ireland Tours LLC is a tour
group that caters for small groups
of 10 to 12 people at a time, bringing
travelers to the North West of Ireland.
The Owner/Director, Mai Hernon
McEvilley, a native of a small village
called Gurteen in South Sligo, moved
to the Greater Cincinnati area two
years ago.
She is a traditional singer and has
toured with her music throughout
Europe, and now the States. She, having made many friends throughout the
world, has gained many years of experience showing visitors her native land,
the sites, the sounds and the people.
When leaving Ireland, she knew that
the economy was declining and many
of her friends in business were having
a hard time. She came over to the States
to marry a man from Cincinnati and
having toured the country with her
music, she found that people often
asked her if she ever brought groups
over to her native Ireland. So thinking
of her friends at home, she decided
to set up a tour business where the
groups would be small. She could
then use the services of the people she

knows in Ireland. She also wants her
tours to be relaxed, friendly and intimate. She is offering to bring her visitors to the heart of the country, where
they will see the ancient sites, the 12th
Century Castles, Abbeys and historical
sites that the North West of Ireland
is covered with. She wants to show
off the beauty of her native country,
bringing people to the beaches, lakes,
mountains, Islands and she has some
secret places in there too, but most of
all, she wants her visitors to experience
the people of Ireland in their natural
setting. She knows every inch of the
land, and she knows the people. So
check out her website:
www.SecretIrelandToursLLC.com
www.Facebook.com/SecretIrelandTours
She is now running an offer that
gives $200 off the price of your tour
if you pay your deposit before April
10th. So check it out on her website
and sign up. It promises to be a trip in
of a lifetime.
As she says herself: “you’ll be dripping with great memories for the rest
of your life”.
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Senior group meetings take
place at IAHC and Gaelic Park.
All senior group meetings begin
at 10am. There is no cost and re-
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Gaelic Park – Emerald Club
Wednesday, 8th April 2015 – Discovering New York’s Irish Seniors
In December 2008 the body of
Tony Gallagher – a native of Mayo
– was discovered over a week after
his death. The Irish community
freshments will be served. All are was shocked and saddened that
very welcome. If you need further his death could go unnoticed for
information, please call our office so long. Inspired by this tragedy
on 773-282-8445.
a large scale study of the Irish el-

derly of New York was launched.
This week we will learn about this
study and what it revealed about
Irish New York.
Gaelic Park Wed, 22nd April
2015 – Welcome Back Truman!
Last fall we were very fortunate
to have a social work intern from
Dominican University. Truman
Der worked with us on a variety
of projects in preparation for a
semester abroad in Ireland where
he completed an internship with
an immigration agency in Dublin.
Today, Truman will join our group
meeting to tell us about his experiences in Ireland and all that he
learned while he was there.
IAHC – Tara Club Wed, 15th
April – 10 Tips to Prevent Caner
In today’s world it’s not always
easy to stay healthy and strong.
However, there are many simple
things we can do to give ourselves
the best chance possible of avoiding complicated and dangerous
heath complications. Today, we
are joined by a representative from
Swedish Covenant Hospital to
learn ways we can prevent cancer.
IAHC Wed, 29th April 2015 –
Welcome Back Truman!
This is a repeat of the presentation held at Gaelic Park April 22nd

Welcome to Our New
Executive Director

Last month CIIS welcomed Micheal Collins as our new executie
director. Michael Collins recently
joined the Chicago Irish Immigrant

Michael Collins, Executive
Director of CIIS.
Support as the new Executive
Director. Michael was born in Chicago and has spent time studying
and living abroad in Ireland and
Belgium. Michael has worked for
advocacy and nonprofit groups in
the past. In 2011, he worked for
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Ocean Youth Trust Ireland, based
out of Belfast, Northern Ireland.
While there, he helped bring young
people from diverse backgrounds
together through sailing and other
outdoor activities. Michael returned to Chicago to complete his
undergraduate degree in Political
Science from St. Xavier University.
During the last year of his undergraduate degree, he worked as a
field organizer for Congresswoman Tammy Duckworth’s campaign
for the United States Congress. He
left the campaign in September of
2012 to pursue a Master’s degree
in International Relations from
Dublin City University, Dublin,
Ireland. Michael then went on to
complete an additional Master’s
degree in Public International Law
from the University of Kent in
Brussels, Belgium. Michael brings
enthusiasm, professionalism, and a
strong work ethic to the Executive
Director post.
Darkness into Light 5K
The Darkness into Light 5k
walk/run benefiting CIIS and Irish
based charity Pieta House, will
take place on Saturday 9th May
2015. The walk raises awareness
and funds for suicide and selfharm. Darkness into Light is an
international event that will take
place in over 80 venues in Ireland,
the UK, Australia, Canada, and for
the first time, the US.
In Chicago, the walk/run kicks
off at 4.30am on Saturday 9th May
along the lakefront while it still
dark, but as participants finish the
5k route, dawn is breaking across
Lake Michigan. This symbolizes
the journey of those who are feeling suicidal from the darkness of
despair into the bright hope of a
new day.
We are inviting the entire Irish
community to get involved in
Darkness into Light. Registration
to participate in the walk/run is
open and all are welcome to sign
up and donate. We are also looking for sponsors to help us offset
the significant costs of staging
the event (event permits, equipment rental, parking fees etc.).
Anyone interested in this sponsorship opportunity should contact
Paul Dowling on 776-282-8445 or
pdowling@irishchicago.org. to
register: www.irishchicago.org.
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Getting to
Know the Irish

Out of all the things I have
ever read or written the Famine
is the hardest and most painful
with no exception. Anyone
who knows me, knows I love
			
By Tina Butler
to write. I write in journals, a
napkin or a receipt will do. I was told I write Natural causes include drought, floods,
in my sleep. However, to write about the earthquakes, insect plagues and or plant
history of the Irish famine, I am frozen in disease. As in Ireland’s case a mysterious
my lines. I am a descendant of these people blight took over the potato. One of the most
and pray for their souls often. It has been 168 dramatic large scale sociological conseyears since this unimaginable horror. Try to quences of famine is population migration.
imagine the tens of thousands of emaciated, The exodus to America. 1.5 died of disease
diseased, half dressed people in the bogs, and starvation and another 1.6 million
with no help on the way. It’s deadly hard to people emigrated, mostly to America. It is
imagine the suffering that took place across said to be one of the worst human tragedies.
In the 1800’s the potato had become the
the country where my parents grew up. The
famine was a hardship of epic proportions. staple crop in Ireland and 3 million Irish
People just wanted to survive therefore all people lived solely on this vegetable. The
of the cultural activities ceased and were famine started in 1845 and lasted 6 years,
a blight, a disease, came over the potatoes.
forgotten, the famine killed everything.
The famine of 1847, referred to as Black When you dug it up, it would be a black
47, was the most lethal to report and it hap- goey mess basically poison. In 1846, the
pened at the doorstep of the richest empire at potato crop was totally depleted. There was
the time. The famine permanently changed an Act of Union during the famine, it meant
Ireland’s demographic, political, and cul- Ireland had lost it’s parliament control and
tural landscape. Politically, the famine im- all decisions about government and money
pacted the 1916 Easter rebellion, it affected were made by the English government. The
the families of the leaders. James Connolly general view in Westminster was that the
spent time in America with families who Irish weren’t worth the effort and anything
fled as a result of the famine. Patrick Pearse’s that happened to them was their fault and
mother Margaret, had come from family they should just slip away.As people starved
directly affected by the famine. Culturally to death food was being exported on a
there was a huge loss of Irish Speakers. The regular basis to England. Daniel O’Connell
country was turned upside down, the result (one of our national heroes) begged Queen
was over a million dead and a million left Victoria that the Irish ports be closed so their
the country. America wouldn’t be what it wouldn’t be any more food exported but
is today if there wasn’t a famine in Ireland. his request was denied. During the famine
What does Famine mean? (Latin, hunger) 3 million cattle were exported to England.
a severe shortage of food, affecting a wide- When I was growing up my father told me
spread area and large number of people. many things about the famine, such as how
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people were walking skeletons and just wanted money
to bury their deceased family
members. The word respect
seemed to really originate in
Ireland with this statement,
a man during the famine said to his wife, I
have good news, there is an open grave we
can all fit into, to die tonight, so we won’t be
lying in the street and exposed. Queen Victoria is quoted as saying I need to beautify
Buckingham Palace and whatever money I
have left over can go to the starving creatures in Ireland, consequently there was no
money left. Queen Victoria went to Ireland
and was quoted as saying the Irish women
even the lowest class have nice teeth but they
don’t mend anything. The destitution and
horror that Ireland was going thru and to be
met with such indifference should have been
a crime. Just in case any Irish would rebel
or fight with any English person or troops
The British enacted another law against
the Irish, The Treason Felony Act, it was in
the event anyone would speak against the
Crown a crime punishable by transportation
to Botany Bay. (Australia) for 14 years to Life.
A million were evicted from their cottages,
the people were homeless and hungry. If a
family had any money to get a ticket out
of the country they would go on what are
called coffin ships because many died on the
journey or upon arrival of America.
For the record, England has never been
punished for their policies during the
famine.
They say Co. Mayo suffered the worst
during the famine (there’s a saying, Mayo
God help us) but we know the whole
country suffered equally. I remember being
in Murrisk, Co. Mayo with some uncles,
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we starred for a long time at the famine
memorial, a coffin ship, it has skeletons
on it. None of us could speak we just knelt
and prayed. The harsh reality is during the
famine England had the funds and logistics
to help Ireland but chose not to give relief.
The English government pretended that the
famine was over when it wasn’t, and said
if Ireland needed help they should help
themselves. They’re, also quoted as saying,
it was a great blessing because the changes
it brought about. A lord in the English parliament said, “what are we to do with this
country Ireland, when Eskimos and New
Zealanders are more thrifty and industrious than these Irish people who deserve
to be left to their fate, instead of the hard
working people of England being taxed for
their support we should be equally blamed
for keeping them alive or letting them die.
There are many famine memorials (100
worldwide) some include: An Gorta Mor
(The Great Famine) museum in Connecticut, Quinnipiac University, Customs house
Quays, Dublin, Murrisk, Co. Mayo, memorial, Monoghan Famine graveyard, Laois
museum, Inishowen, Co. Donegal museum,
Ennistymon, Co. Clare, memorial, Co. Sligo,
memorial, and in Co. Limerick, famine
graveyard. There is a famous song about
the famine, the Fields of Athenry. There is
also an RTE documentary, When Ireland
starved. Lord have mercy on those people
who suffered and died in the famine and I
thank them for making us into the resilient
people we are today.

Gaelic words for the month

hunger~ocras potato~pratai
emigrate~imirce sadness~bronach
If you have any questions or comments
please Email me at: Molanive@yahoo.com
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Are You Ready to Find That New Job?
I have been advising job seekers
on the job search process for years,
but there’s a serious problem. They
just don’t listen to sound advice. I
am reminded of a comment attributed to Dr. Albert Einstein. Shortly
after he was awarded his American citizenship, he was asked his
opinion of his fellow Americans.
He reportedly said, Americans just
don’t think.
Recently when talking to a doctor friend of mine, he told me of
his frustration with patients who
don’t follow his advice. They don’t
follow the professional counsel
that he has discussed with them.
Another doctor that I know who
specializes in diabetes says the
same thing about her patients.
They simply don’t test themselves
to learn how their body is functioning (specifically levels of glucose).
They don’t follow the doctor’s
advice regarding their diet.

Let me hasten to add something
to this “negative” view of people.
I am a dyed in the wool optimist;
heck, my blood type is B positive.
So let me state my concerns and
then recommend a few simple
steps that job seekers should take.
Job seekers claim to be excited
about finding that new job, but
they simply don’t do the things
that are necessary to be successful. For example, I am appalled by
some resumes that are sent to me
by intelligent job seekers. As one
reads the resume they are likely
to doze off.
Resumes are commonly loaded
with statements of responsibilities
such as I am charged with this or
that task. Okay, but how well did
you perform that task? It’s like a
baseball player who says that he
guards the third base line. No one
really cares that he has that job;
rather what they care about is how

well does he cover the third base.
What was his fielding average?
Did he stop the vast majority of
balls hit in his direction? In summary, interviewers care less about
your specific duties, but want to
know how well did you fulfill
those duties.
Yet when I read resumes, I see a
focus on RESPONSIBILTIES, not
ACHIEVEMENTS. Job seekers
need to help their interviewer understand what they accomplished.
Your potential employer wants to
hear the reasons why they should
be interested in you.
To carry the baseball analogy
a bit further, does the job seeker
practice his or her presentation
before they interview? Many interviewees don’t have a command of
his or her own background. I have
had a lot of people say something
like, what did I say about that
on my resume? In short, they
haven’t done their homework.
They haven’t practiced their story.
Interviewees may project the view
that they have lived their experience therefore they don’t have to
tell it to the interviewer, let him or
her read the resume. Wrong!
If you accept the notion that an
interview is analogous to a public
presentation, many interviewees
fail the test. They simply haven’t
rehearsed what they are going to
say. They haven’t thought about
their qualifications for the job
from the interviewer’s point of
view. Why should the interviewer
be interested in them if they can’t

even tell the interviewer what their
successes have been? I have experienced candidates who simply
drop their resume on the desk feeling that IT should tell their whole
story. It doesn’t work that way.
The job seeker needs to impress
as well as inform the company
representative. You are not the
only person being interviewed.
Your performance has to beat out
someone else’s good presentation.
You need to practice what you are
planning to say in the interview
beforehand. You can predict at
least some of the obvious questions
that will be asked.
There are some steps you need
to take before you interview. Most
importantly, decide what job you
are looking for; you should be able
to tell the interviewer what really
excites you.
• Prepare a resume that focuses
on your achievements. Have two
or three tough minded friends review it thoroughly. Consider their
criticisms and modify your resume
to reflect those you agree with. Ask
these same individuals to conduct
mock interviews with you. Solicit
their candid assessment of your
performance.
• It is essential that you get
in front of potential employers;
even if you suspect that it is just
a courtesy interview. That’s okay,
you need the practice. Rehearsal
is fine, but a real interview is far
better. It will help you to hone your
presentation.
Don’t write off interviews until
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you have received a definitive
rejection. Keep in touch with the
interviewer; send him some pertinent articles about his business
that he might not have read yet.
That tells him that you are serious
about their business. Even if you
get turned down, ask the interviewer for a referral if he appears
to genuinely like you, even though
he has awarded the job to a better
qualified candidate. What other
companies does he know that you
could talk to?
• Tell everyone that you know
four things about your job search:
(1) what you have done in the past;
(2) what you would like to do in the
future; (3) the area in which you
would like to work; and (4) give
some indication of the salary range
that you would expect. You are
not likely to accept a low ball offer;
so state your salary expectations
up front to those people that you
think know potential employers
who might be interested in your
background.
• And finally, remember the
world is populated by many people who will be willing to help you
if you share the four items mentioned above. Virtually everyone
you know can lead you to someone
else. Six degrees of separation is
a reality.
You now have a choice. Implement this approach or forget about
it. I, of course, urge you to try it.
People want to help you. Carpe
Diem.
Thought For Your Additional
Consideration: The majority of people meet
with failure because of
their lack of persistence
in creating new plans to
take the place of those
which fail. Napoleon
Hill, best-selling author, “Think and Grow
Rich.”
James F. Fitzgerald
& Associates, Inc. is a
Naperville, IL-based
executive coaching &
outplacement firm.
Web: jamesffitzgerald.com. Jamesffitz37@hotmail.com
#630-420-0362

Hank Calhoun, 5, of Valparaiso, does a dance at the Little Leprechaun contest during the St. Patrick’s
Day events at Howard Park in downtown South Bend SBT Photo/ by Greg Swiercz.
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It’s too soon. The Anglo-American
publishing establishment will still
kill any book that tells the truth
about the starvation of Ireland – Human Rights Advocate John Pilger at
the 1997 Doolough-to-Louisburgh
“famine” walk.
FAMINE vs. HOLOCAUST.
The decisive battle is underway.
Which label will prevail, “famine”
or “Holocaust” (or genocide) for
1845-1850 Ireland? More than half
of Britain’s then-empire army murdered approximately 5 million innocents by removing, at gunpoint,
their abundant food crops to the
ports for export. “Famine” is what
we were all taught in school on
both sides of the Atlantic. Once I
learned it is false, I experienced the
difficulty of jettisoning “tip-of-thetongue” “famine” The otherwiseadmirable Marist Brother Enda
finally, in retirement, explained
why, for fifty years in Castlerea, he
had taught “famine” to us despite
knowing it was false. He explained;
“I had no choice. I had to teach the
curriculum as provided to me by
the government.” Fifty years falsifying history to cover up a genocide
of one’s own people! Why?!
PRIEST vs PRIEST (actually
honest priest vs. Big Lie priest)
An informed Irish-American “Fr.
X” is arranging for a truthful memorial over the Holocaust mass
grave nearest his mother’s Irish
birthplace. Local “Fr. Y” is blocking
it. He told Fr. X’s relative, “Carve
‘famine;’ there was no genocide,”
and “Don’t compare it to the Nazi
genocide.” Why would Fr. Y think
that Ireland’s Holocaust of five million innocents has no independent
existence outside the Shoah? In
what way did that historic crime
then involve Zionists today? Did
The Cork Examiner newspaper
(now Irish Examiner) offend Zionist sensitivity when, in 1847, it reported conditions as “Holocaust”?
Ought its editors have known that
a retroactive, exclusive right to
“Holocaust” would be claimed
starting 120 years later? (Norman
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Finkelstein, son of Auschwitz
survivors and ex-professor at
Chicago’s DePaul U., writes that
it was in the mid-1960’s when
promoters of Shoah awareness
decided to abandon that label
and adopt “Holocaust.”) They
had every right to use whatever
label they wanted; but on what
basis can they claim an exclusive,
retroactive right to it? Was Michael
Davitt inadequately aware of Zionist sensitivities when, in 1903,
he used the “holocaust” label for
1845-1850 in his magisterial The
Fall of Feudalism in Ireland, Or the
Story of the Land League Revolution? Ditto on 15August1909 when
Rev. Fr. Maguire, P.P. of Sillers use
the label “Holocaust” at the inauguration of the AOH monument
over the Holocaust burial ground
on Grosse Ile, Quebec; and in 1911
by James Fitzgerald reference to
“Holocaust” in his The Causes that
Led to Irish Emigration, Journal
of the Irish American Historical
Society, Vol. X; etc., etc.? Must we
delete “Holocaust” from all books,
newspapers, records of speeches
dating from 1847 onward?
Shall we delete all holocausts
from history; render them nonevents? Are the holocausts of the
Original Americans, of Armenia,
Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Tokyo,
Dresden, Hanover, the Nazi Holocaust of priests, Slavs, communists, homosexuals, the infirm,
etc., Britain’s two holocausts of
India, the Soviet’s slaughters, Pol
Pot’s Cambodia, Sukarno’s ethnic
Chinese and East Timorese, Rios
Montt’s Guatemala, Netanyahu’s
Palestine, etc. all to be concealed
excepting the Jewish one? Shall we
purge the history books?
The many hundreds if not thousands of Irish families found dead
by their neighbors and cremated
(by torching the thatch rather than
risk contagion) fulfill the Greek
aspect of Webster’s definition
of “Holocaust:” (burnt wholly),
and, in any case, 3) “Great or
widespread destruction.” A reader
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in England writes: “Holocaust’s
Greek root aptly covers England’s
exalted view of its policy in Ireland; “A sacrifice of human life for
a divine purpose.”
Enough about Fr. Y’s denial
of all Holocausts but one. His
insistence on the “famine” lie regarding Ireland has other sinister
purposes; “Famine” exculpates
the perpetrators by suggesting;
“Cause of Death: Terminal Stupidity.” “The Irish fell into a trap
of their own making by growing
only one failure-prone crop.” Fr.
Y’s exculpation of Britain and
its army invites more genocides.
May the good Fr. X prevail over
the uninformed (if not evil) Fr. Y.
I’ll keep you informed.
That slander of “Irish stupidity” is spread at “Ireland’s Famine
Museum” in Strokestown, Co.
Roscommon. Visitors seeking
to know which British regiment
starved their ancestors are steered
toward identifying with the opulence of Landlord PakenhamMahon’s Big House architecture
and furnishings, wealth that was
robbed from the local producers.
A mural on its lobby wall depicts
an agricultural scene, in Asia according to the conical “coolie”
hats worn. The accompanying text
states that Ireland is one of only a
few nations that had committed
national suicide by growing only
one crop. That Big Lie has taken
root here. Irish-Americans, once
confident in their Constitutional
rights, now meekly acquiesce to
Quinnipiac U’s new “Stupid Irish”
museum in Hamden, Connecticut.
Will an informed Irish-America
acquiesce to that “famine” slander
of the murdered millions? Will
self-respect exert itself, enough to
refute the “Irish famine” lie whenever it is uttered whether in Irish
or English? Will Irish-America
give its young an even chance at
higher education by demolishing
“famine’s” implication of inherent
Irish stupidity? Irish-America has
work to do. Whether “Holocaust”
or “genocide,” Ireland’s consciences have always insisted “It was not
famine.” So must we.
WHICH BRIT REG’T starved
your relatives? See www.irishholocaust.org.
WHO ARE THE TERRORISTS?

See www.terrorismireland.org
GFA BENEFICIAL? See www.
michaelmckevitt.com, www.billymcguire.com. www.justiceforthecraigavontwo.com
MI5/FBI; www.chicagomole.org.
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WRITE to Ireland’s patriot/prisoners. For names/addresses contact maryosullivanpaa@gmail.com
or 312/437-3175.
CONTACT fogartyc@att.net or
312/664-7651
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Alasdair Fraser,Natalie Haas at Irish
Cultural & Heritage Center April 11

Master Scottish fiddler Alasdair Fraser and dynamic cello
player Natalie Haas will perform
at the Irish Cultural and Heritage
Center, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave.,
Milwaukee, on Saturday, April
11, at 7:30 p.m.
The concert marks a return

visit for the duo after an absence
of six years. Area audiences saw
Fraser more recently as one of
the featured performers at the
Scotland Music Showcase during
the 2014 Milwaukee Irish Fest.
The musical collaboration of
Scotland’s premier fiddle ambassador and the sizzlingly talented
young American instrumentalist
is credited with helping return
the cello to its rhythmic heart in
Scottish dance music. From the
18th century into the early 20th
century, the combination of “big
and wee fiddles,” as Fraser calls
them, made up the ideal dance
band.
Referred to as “the Michael

ford as centers of production.
Many extraordinary objects
from Ireland have come to the
United States and Canada. Today
they are scattered in locations from
Honolulu to Boston and from Ottawa, Ontario, to San Antonio,
Texas. These often little-known
objects come together for the first
time in this pioneering exhibition
and the accompanying catalogue,
which includes the latest scholarship by some of Ireland’s most
respected historians. Works of art
representing 24 Irish counties are
installed in ten galleries focusing

on such themes as the history
of Ireland through portraiture;
Dublin as a center of commerce,
culture and government; Irish
landscapes and tourism; and life
in the Irish country house.
The Art Institute of Chicago
is not only the first but the only
venue to present this show celebrating the Irish as artists, collectors and patrons--a fitting tribute
to Chicago’s own deep Irish roots.
Lead funding generously provided by Kay and Fred Krehbiel,
Jay Frederick Krehbiel and the
Krehbiel Family Foundation.

Lecture on Book of Kells at Art Institute
A special highlight of Professor
Margaret Farr, Assistant Director,
Teacher Programs, of the School
of the Art Institute Chicago, was
a presentation of the Book of Kells.
Professor Farr’s slides introduced early Irish art including the
Ardagh Chalice, Tara Brooch and a
number of High Crosses showing
some of the historical origins of
Irish Insular art.
She discussed several of the illuminated gospel pages of the Book
of Kells and other Insular gospels.

drawn from public and private
collections across North America-as well as the Art Institute’s own
important collection of Irish decorative and fine arts--this exhibition
is the first to explore the rich and
complex art and culture of Ireland
during the 18th century.
The seeds for the exhibition
were first planted by historian
Desmond Fitzgerald, 29th Knight
of Glin, a hereditary title in the
Fitzgerald families of Country
Limerick. In 2007, Fitzgerald wrote

The official ribbon cutting at the Art Institute of Chicago
for the the Irish exhibit running thru June 7. (l-r): Irish
Minister for the Diaspora; Jimmy Deenihan, and Director
of the Art Institute, Douglas Druick. photo: Cathy Curry Carlson
Scholars describe the Book of Kells a book titled “Irish Furniture,” and
as the most magnificent medieval outlined his vision for “a major
manuscript that still exists.
exhibition on Ireland’s decorative
Ms. Farr also mentioned the arts of the 18th century, which
Viking raids in 807 that resulted in would...waken up the world to
damage to the Book. Fortunately, a staggering array of art that was
the most damage was to its cov- manufactured in Ireland during
ers, and almost all the manuscript this period.” Surprisingly, such
survived.
an exhibition has never before
The presentation was in the been undertaken on either side of
Rubloff Auditorium of the Art the Atlantic. “Ireland: Crossroads
Institute which was filled to capac- of Art and Design, 1690--1840”
ity of 800 seats which reflects an expands on the Knight of lGin’s
enormous interest in the Book of vision to also include paintings,
Kells in Chicago.
sculpture and architecture. Irish
In addition to the slide presenta- book bindings, ceramics, glass,
tion and lecture, the Art Institute furniture, metalwork, musical
had a public opening of major instruments and textiles are also
exhibit: Ireland: Crossroads of Art featured in a series of “Made in
and Design, 1690--1840.
Ireland” galleries highlighting
Presenting over 300 objects Dublin, Cork, Belfast and Water-
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Jordan of Scottish fiddle” by the
San Francisco Examiner, Fraser’s
fiddling has thrilled audiences
around the world for more than
30 years. In addition to a long
list of awards and accolades,
he has been featured on move
soundtracks including The Last
of the Mohicans and Titanic.
A graduate of the Julliard
School of Music, Natalie was 11
when she first attended Fraser’s
Valley of the Moon Scottish Fiddling School in California. In her
percussive bowling and musical
spontaneity, he found the perfect
partner for a musical conversation and they performed their
first show four years later.
“She creates a groove and a
whole chunky rhythm section”
according to Fraser. “It’s inspiring to hear the cello unleashed
from its orchestral shackles!”
Abundance, the latest of 4 duo
albums, is a tribute to those they
meet on the road.
Concert tickets are $21 in advance, $25 on concert day, and
$10 for students with ID. Go to
www.ichc.net to order tickets online. Tickets may also be ordered
by calling (414) 345-8800.
“While his fiddle dances, her cello
throbs darkly or plucks puckishly…
Their sound is an urbane as a Manhattan midnight, and as wild as a
Clackmannan winter.”
– Boston Globe

Start the Year off Right!

Wild Atlantic Way

The road isn’t going to rise up to
meet you all the way over there
in America, you know.
If you’re looking for one good reason to come home to Ireland this year, we can
give you more than a million. That’s the record number of people who visited Ireland
from the US last year. Looking for more? We’ll throw in all the wonderful festivals,
music and sporting events for which Ireland is famous!
And, in 2015, we’ll be celebrating a year of Irish Design, the wise words of WB Yeats
and marveling at the incredible landscapes along the Wild Atlantic Way and
Northern Ireland’s Causeway Coastal Route.
So make plans today and we’re fairly certain the road will rise up to meet you
along the way.
Find out more at Ireland.com

KIVLEHAN
INSURANCE AGENCY

Your Trusted Irish Connection to
the Insurance Industry

708-671-9010
Contractors and Builders Risk,
Condo and Apartment Buildings
our Specialties Since 1990
11519 S. Harlem Ave.
Worth, IL 60482
John’s Cell

708-369-6639

For Booking: www.celticratpack.com

