
















Late Nite Catechism Creator Introduces New Comedy Series With Bible and Christmas Bingo 
A new line of religious comedies by the author of Late 

Nite Catechism will have its Chicago premiere this fall. Vicki 
Quade brings to life a new comedy, Bible Bingo: An Act Of 
Charity…In Two Acts, opening for four weeks only, starting 
Nov. 1 at the Royal George Theatre, Chicago.

Then, her new holiday show, Christmas Bingo: It’s A 
Ho-Ho-Holy Night,  will also have its Chicago premiere, 
opening for six weeks only, starting Nov. 29, also at the 
Royal George Theatre.

Bible Bingo is a comedy about the Catholic culture of 
fundraising and bingo, featuring a new character, Mrs. Mary 
Margaret O’Brien, a former nun who now heads a fictitious 
archdiocese fundraising department.

The role will be shared by three performers: Vicki Quade 
(who has been touring with the show for the past two years), 
Kathleen Puls Andrade, and Michelle Thompson.

In this interactive comedy, audience members actually 
play bingo, win prizes, AND learn funny stories based on 
the Bible and the impact of religion on our society.  

In this interactive comedy, the parish needs money and 
Mrs. O’Brien is ready to help! Bring the two together and 
you have a night of bible trivia, audience interaction, im-
provised moments, and the funniest quiz about the Holy 
Family you’ve ever seen. 

Add to that a box of wacky prizes, fun bingo cards, and a 
lot of Catholic humor. In this interactive bingo show, you’ll 
actually play bingo, and still learn a little something about 
what it means to be Catholic! The show gets the audience 
talking about everything from Adam & Eve to modern sins. 

Quade created the show in 2011 and has been touring 
across the country performing at various venues. “Thank-

fully you were very respectful of Catholic practices and 
culture,” said Fr. Dennis Quint, pastor at the Basilica of St. 
Francis in Dyersville, IA. “The performance likely caused 
many folks to consider how ignorant of the faith they are.   
More than one person afterward wondered if you were 
really a religious!  Well done!”

 “This was really fun,” added Monsignor Bill Schooler, 
pastor at St. Pius X parish in Granger, IN. “ Everybody 
enjoyed it.” 

comes a new holiday show that brings together two of the 
best things about being Catholic: Christmas and Bingo.

In this interactive comedy, Christmas Bingo: It’s a Ho-Ho-
Holy Night,  audience members actually play bingo, win 
prizes, AND learn funny stories about Jesus and Santa, and 
why we love this holiday season. 

Christmas Bingo runs six weeks only, starting November 
29, at the Royal George Theatre, Chicago. Performances  
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m., and Sundays at 3 p.m.

You don’t have to be Catholic to enjoy these shows. But 
it pays to love bingo!

Bible Bingo will run Nov. 1 through Nov. 24, four weeks 
only: Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m., Sundays at 3 p.m.

Late Nite Catechism stays on the schedule, at 5 p.m. 
Saturdays.

Christmas Bingo will run throughout the holiday season, 
starting Friday, Nov. 29, through Sunday, Jan. 5.

Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m., Sundays at 3 p.m.
Special New Year’s Eve show of Late Nite Catechism on 

Tuesday, Dec. 31.
Royal George Theatre, 1641 N. Halsted, Chicago.
Tickets $30, group discounts available., 
For ticket info, call the box office at 312-988-9000.

SPECIAL OFFER TO READERS OF 
IRISH AMERICAN NEWS:

Call the Royal George Box office, use the code word 
“Irish” and get a $5 discount per ticket.

Go ahead…. resurrect your social life in this guaranteed 
night of divine entertainment!

More fun than Sodom and Gomorrah!!
So much fun, you’ll have to confess it!!!

After Bible Bingo traveled to the New Orleans area, Sr. M. 
Michaeline, pastor coordinator for Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help parish raved: “Your performance was great.  You never 
missed a beat - picking up on audience comments.  You kept 
the show moving and with such a variety of material.  Many 
people in the audience commented on how you brought 
back memories of their childhood days in Catholic school.  
In short:  great performance,  great delivery, great material.” 

From the author of the smash hit Late Nite Catechism 

vicki Quade’s and her wacky bingo prizes!
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Clancy’s Pizza Pub Now in Seisún
Chicago’s Irish Southside is 

abuzz with a new home for 
traditional Irish music. Kevin 
O’Kennedy and Katie Clancy 
opened Clancy’s Pizza Pub in 
September and took on im-
mediate notoriety in the Irish 
community with a Friday night 
session hosted by extraordinary 
Irish trad musicians, Teresa 
Shine and John Williams. “We 
had four generations of musi-
cians last Friday, flutes and 
fiddles everywhere” said Kevin 
quoting Christy Moore’s song 
Lisdoonvarna. 

An original painting of Christy 
fittingly greets guests inside 
the door. A small, unassuming 
venue, Clancy’s is the perfect 
atmosphere for a session where 
several times in the evening 
you will hear “Cunas” called 
out (pronounced “que-ness”, 
Gaelic for “Quiet”) and a hush 
quickly heralds an unaccompa-
nied singer or a recitation by the 
likes of Kevin or Pauline Henry. 
“My heart leapt with joy when 
the musicians started pouring 
in” said Katie, co-owner, and a 
Southside Chicago Irish native. 
“It reminded me of the sessions I 
sat in on last summer in Miltown 
Malbay, County Clare in Ireland”.

Teresa is a highly accomplished 
fiddler and music teacher in Chi-
cago and is recently back from 
touring Poland with the Trinity 
dance troupe. John Williams is 
arguably one of our finest Irish 
musicians having performed 
with the great Irish band Solas 
and is currently rehearsing for a 
performance with the ledgendary 
accordion player Jimmy Keane in 
November at Chief O’Neills. 

Clancy’s quickly added two 
more session nights with John 
joining Teresa on Tuesday eve-
nings and Jimmy Keane on 
Wednesdays. Kevin will mix 
in a few songs to get the hands 
clapping and everyone to sing 
along, songs he has performed 
with numerous Irish bands he 
played with including AnRil, 
Irish Hearts, and The Celtic Ti-
gers in Hawaii, as well as here 
in Chicago with Nineteen Pints. 

They are also starting an ac-
coustic open mic on Thursdays 

hosted by Kevin O and Ritchie 
Z. “I want it to be a home for 
live Irish entertainment on the 
Southside” says Kevin. “Not 
just accomplished musicians, 
but students, song writers and 
balladeers all to have a place”.

Before opening Clancy’s, Kev-
in has a long history in food and 
beverage with both the Westin 
and Four Seasons resorts in 
California and Hawaii. “We truly 
lived in paradise on Maui but the 
only thing missing was a decent 

pint of Guinness”. He quickly 
cured the situation by opening 
Mulligan’s Irish pub on Maui’s 
Wailea golf course with business 
partner Tipperary born Mike 
O’Dwyer. 

Kevin relocated to Chicago 
about four years ago when he 
met his sweetheart Katie Clancy 
at a U2 concert at Soldier Field. 
Many Chicago Irish knew of 
Kevin’s father, Dan O’Kennedy, 
born in Clare and emigrated 
to Detroit where he served as 
chairman of the North American 
Board of the GAA, the North 

American Feis commission, 
Comhaltas Ceolteori Eirann, 
and the Irish American Unity 
conference, among many oth-
ers. In Chicago, Kevin worked 
at the Irish American Heritage 
Center, US Cellular Field and 
now Clancy’s.

The pub is tucked away on 
103rd just east of Cicero in Oak 
Lawn sharing the parking lot 
with Louie’s Chop House and  
Jewel-Osco. The logo with a smil-
ing pint of Guinness nestled in a 
shamrock exclaims “Come for 
the Pizza, Stay for the Pint”. A 

new granite top bar is a striking 
feature with a clean and family 
friendly atmosphere.

 The menu boasts good home 
cooked meals and, of course, 
pizza. “The pizza is true Chicago 
Southside thin crust and made 
with the best and freshest in-
gredients” says Kevin. Clancy’s 
uniquely offers a choice of a tra-
ditional, sweet or spicy sauce to 
please any palate. The specialty 
pizzas include the top selling 
“Southsider” with homemade 
pot roast (Yes Pot Roast!!), fresh 
ground sausage and jardiniere. 

“The Irishman” runs a close 
second and highlights their slow 
cooked corned beef, sausage 
and red onion. The menu also 
features lunches or dinners such 
as homemade pot roast, corned 
beef and cabbage, hot grinder 
sandwiches and hand battered 
Fish & Chips, all for under ten 
dollars. “We do our pot roast, 
corned beef & cabbage, bangers 
& mash and a veggie tomato pie 
all like our shepherds pie, baked 
in a casserole with real mashed 
potatoes piped on top”. The 
grinder sandwiches are baked 
in the oven on a french roll ooz-
ing with goodness. Appetizers 
include hand dipped coconut 
shrimp, Irish Spring Rolls with 
corned beef, pot roast or pizza 
stuffing, Irish Nachos and their 
daily homemade soup. Finish 
off with Irish cream cheese cake, 
apple rolls or a cup of Barry’s tea. 
Saturday and Sunday they serve 
and Irish breakfast featuring Dia-
mond sausages and Winston’s 
rashers and puddings.

“We just want to be a 
neighborhood pub and 
cater to the local par-
ishes to give them a nice, 
family friendly place 
to enjoy Irish hospital-
ity and music; oh, also 
to watch the Hawks..” 
say’s Katie. Katie has 
two daughters, Allie and 
Casey, both Irish dancers 
who graduated from 
Oak Lawn High School 
and her youngest, Erin, 
graduated from St. Ger-

ald’s and is a freshman at Mother 
MacAuley. 

“We recently joined the TRIP 
program at St. Catherine’s to 
help families pay for their tu-
ition and hope to set up similar 
arrangements with St. Gerald’s, 
St. Germaine’s and St. Linus”. 

Clancy’s is open for lunch 
and dinner seven days a week 
with dine-in take out or delivery. 
They have a full bar and their 
draft lineup includes Guinness, 
Harp and Smithwicks as well as 
Revolution Anti-Hero IPA and 
Leinenkugels Orange Shandy. 
Specials include $2 Bud Light 
during Hawks, Bears, Sox, Cubs 
or Bulls games. The Friday night 
session starts about 8 pm but 
come early to get good seats. 
Weekday music starts at 7:30. 

You can see their full menu 
and get coupons on Facebook, at 
EatAtClancys.com, or give them 
a call at 708-422-1110. Clancy’s 
Pizza Pub 4624 W 103rd St., Oak 
Lawn. Come for the Pizza, Stay 
for the Pint!

John Williams, Teresa shine and Kevin O’Kennedy at the opening 
of Clancy’s  Pizza Pub.
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An Irish Life
to Remember: 
Patrick Hennessy
By Tim Moran 
South Side Editor 

A great  writer, 
family man and no-
table Southside Irish 
American passed 
away in early Sep-
tember. 

While Patrick Hennessy 
worked as a public relations 
officer for the city of Chicago 
under six different mayors and 
as a police officer in England 
more than a half-century ago - 
his granddaughter, 
Colleen Harstad and 
daughter, Ellen Hen-
nessy remember him 
for seeing the bright 
side in everything. 

“Grandpa was nev-
er the one to make it 
known if he disliked 
anybody,” Harstad 
said,  noting that 
while her grandfather 
actively supported 
both Mayor Richard 
J. and Richard M. Dal-
ey, he “believed in the 
Mayor’s office.”

“He never bad-
mouthed a single one 
of the Mayor’s,” Col-
leen added, noting 
that he worked for 
every Mayor from 
Daley to Daley. 

Patrick Hennessy 
lived to be 93 years 
old, but his list of ac-
complishments could 
span a few centuries. Growing 
up in Kilkenny, Ireland - Hen-
nessy had later served as a police 
officer in Nottingham, England 
before moving to the United 
States for the second and final 
time in 1949. 

Until 1997, he resided on the 
south side of Chicago until re-
locating to Merrillville, Indiana. 

His daughter, Ellen Hennessy, 
remembers the family living at 
places at 83rd and East End, in St. 
Sabina and Little Flower parishes 
and then 68th and Pulaski until 

spending a few decades 
in Oak Lawn, where he 
was a member of St. 
Catherine of Alexandria 
parish.

“He could light up a 
room and make people 
feel comfortable,” El-

len said. “He could see past any 
differences and had a very kind 
heart. I don’t think there was 
ever a person he knew that he 
didn’t try to help” - remembering 
her father once helping an Indian 

achieve citizenship and working 
with the African-American com-
munity closely while employed 
by the city of Chicago. 

“Grandpa would work with a 
lot of different ethnic groups in 
Chicago,” Colleen recalls. 

To friend P.J. O’Dea, Hennessy 
was “a real gentleman and a 
class act.” O’Dea, now a resident 

of Elmwood Park, Illinois, had 
known the revered writer and 
city worker since 1961.

“There will never be another 
Pat Hennessy,” O’Dea said. “He 
had a fantastic sense of humor 
and did what he could to help 
anybody. If anyone had a prob-
lem with the city, he would 
always help them.” 

His job in Chicago afforded 
him an opportunity to meet some 
of the more well-known people 
in American history. 

According to Colleen, her 
grandfather met a number of dif-
ferent political heads including 
John, Bobby and Ted Kennedy 
as well as Lyndon B. Johnson and 
Hubert Humphrey. He even had 
the chance to drive Ethel Ken-
nedy around town. 

“Grandpa valued the city so 
much - they all trusted him,” 
Colleen said. 

But the greatest talent of Pat-
rick Hennessy was 
his storytelling ability. 
Hennessy would of-
ten write for the Irish 
American News, Irish 
Echo and other Irish 
American newspapers 
for more than 50 years. 
He even received a 
plaque from Pope John 
Paul II for his promo-
tional work on the ef-
fort to Canonize the 
Blessed Edmund Rice. 

“Grandpa was a re-
ally good writer,” Col-
leen said. “He used his 
words to communicate 
with people, and a lot 
of what he wrote was 
like Gold to people.” 

His  obi tuary in 
the Chicago Tribune 
points out that he was 
“active in the Gaelic 
Athletic Association, 
Harry Boland’s Hurl-
ing Club, Immigration 

reform, Gaelic Park and the St. 
Patrick’s Southside Parade.” 

“He was everything Irish,” 
recalls Sean Quigley - another 
longtime friend. “He was a very 
good man who would support 
any good cause and was always 
at your side when you needed 
him.”

He was the “driving force” 

behind re-establishing the Gaelic 
Games in the United States, 
Quigley said, and was actively 
involved with the Gaelic Athletic 
Association (GAA). 

“He was a genuine, honest 
man,” said Quigley, a resident 
of Evergreen Park. “He was 
always positive, a great leader. 
(His death) was a great loss to 
the community.” 

O’Dea recalls Hennessy’s 
work with the Irish American 
News and Irish Echo as pivotal 
to Irish Americans across the 
nation. 

“He kept everyone in touch 
with the Irish community in 
Chicago,” O’Dea said. “He was a 
man of great character and made 
you proud to be Irish.”

Although he has a long list 

of accomplishments promoting 
Chicago, the Irish American 
heritage and spreading the word 
throughout America, Hennessy 
will always be “grandpa” to Col-
leen. He was the grandfather of 
many actually, and even taught 
all his grandchildren how to 
drive. 

“He used to tell us to keep go-
ing until we hit something,” Col-
leen remembered with a smile. 
“He would make people laugh 
until the day he died.” 

In his latter years, Colleen said 
his Indiana neighbors would call 
him “Grandpa” whenever they 
saw him through town or at the 
grocery store. 

“He was a classic man,” Col-
leen said. “You don’t find too 
many like him.”

A young Colleen Harstad with her 
grandpa, Pat Hennessy,.

Colleen Harstad, Pat’s granddaughter, says, “I would 
like to thank the Harry Boland’s Club for having an 
arch made out of hurling sticks as the mass ended. 
It was very touching to myself and the rest of my 
family members and my grandpa, well he would of 
loved it too. It was such an honor.

Irish Caregivers Needed
Aishling Companion Home Care is a licensed care giving 
company. We are looking for experienced Irish caregivers. 
For both live-in and come & go positions.  Please contact 
us at 708-728-5538 or aishlingcare@gmail.com
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The Untold Story of the Kennedy Presidency 
    By sabina Clarke

Brothers...The Hidden History of 
the Kennedy years, a   2007 New York 
Times bestseller   by journalist David 
Talbot on  Kennedy’s  “beleaguered 
and heroic presidency,”  preserves 
a slice of history  that otherwise 
might have been lost  to us forever.  
The paperback edition of Brothers is 
also available.

Based on extensive research, 
recently declassified government 
documents and interviews with 
Kennedy administration insiders, 
friends and family members, Talbot 
weaves a gripping narrative from 
the perspective of Bobby Kennedy 
and reveals his secretive quest to 
track down JFK’s killers before he 
was assassinated.

 He  exposes the shocking truths 
about the CIA and the military in-
dustrial complex that were bent on 
prolonging the Cold War.  And he 
shines a light on  the shadow  gov-
ernment that JFK and his Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy struggled 
valiantly with from the day John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy took office until 
the day he died. 

In remarkable behind closed 
doors scenes, Talbot captures the 
isolation and alienation felt by 
both JFK and Bobby  and captures 
their frustration with the military 
and intelligence elites and their 
determination to change the way 
Washington worked.  And  he un-
earths  new  evidence  that  proves  
that  JFK,  on several occasions,  
rescued  the country  from the brink  
of  nuclear war with Russia. Offering 
what he calls a “revisionist history” 
of JFK’s presidency that he hopes 
will become mainstream, Talbot 
makes a convincing case. “Conven-
tional history,” he says, “sees JFK as 
a Cold War hawk, when essentially, 
both JFK and Bobby were intent on 
unplugging the country from the 
permanent war mentality that still 
prevails in Washington today.”

In fact, he says, JFK and his inner 
circle: Arthur Schlesinger, Theodore 
Sorenson, Kenny O’Donnell and 
Robert McNamara were totally 
estranged from their own national 
security bureaucracy.  So estranged 
did JFK become from his military 
and intelligence advisers, that he 
frequently worried about and dis-
cussed with aides the possibility of 
a coup or an assassination.

Talbot credits McNamara, JFK’s 
former Secretary of Defense with 
setting the record straight  as far as 
Kennedy’s commitment to pull out 
of Vietnam. He says, “The country 
owes McNamara an enormous debt” 
for speaking out about the   Kennedy 
presidency and preserving JFK’s 
legacy as a “warrior for peace.”

Brothers  opens on the unforget-
table  afternoon of November 22, 
1963 when Bobby Kennedy  gets  a 
cold,  impersonal  phone  call from 
FBI Chief  J Edgar Hoover informing 
him  that his brother has been mur-
dered in Dallas. Bobby  immediately 
suspects that his brother is the victim 
of a powerful conspiracy.

Written with an historian’s eye 
and a journalist’s soul, Brothers… is 
powerful drama and superb  journal-
ism—and the closest you’ll get to the 
pulse of  the Kennedy  presidency.

David Talbot,  the  founder and  
former editor-in-chief  of   Salon.com;  
former senior editor for Mother 
Jones; and  former features editor 
for the San Francisco Examiner,  
has written for  many publications 
including: The New Yorker, Rolling 
Stone, Playboy  and Time . 

He is the son of deceased 1930’s 
movie idol and television character 
actor Lyle Talbot   and   brother of 
documentary producer Stephen Tal-
bot and journalist Margaret Talbot, a 
staff writer at The New Yorker.

SC   What inspired you to write 
this book

DT   Two major reasons, I worked 
as a young campaign volunteer for 
Bobby Kennedy when I was 16.  I 
remember the horror of that night 
when he was killed. I was an angry 
kid who was in military prep school 
in Los Angeles. The Vietnam War 
was raging and I knew kids from 
my school that had been sent there. It 
seemed like such a colossal tragedy 
and waste and suddenly there was 
this young charismatic figure with a 
tragic cloud hanging over him who 
comes on the scene. When Bobby 
came along, I knew he had a chance. 
I was never taken with Eugene Mc-
Carthy

SC   How did Bobby Kennedy’s 
death affect you

DT   I was outraged. I was furious. 
This was the third time. I was 12 
years old when JFK was killed and 
I remember thinking that the world 
didn’t seem right. Then Martin 

Luther King was assassinated and I 
was affected by his death. And after 
Bobby was assassinated, I wondered 
what kind of world was this that I 
was growing up in and that stayed 
with me all my life. After George 
Bush’s reelection in 2004, I was very 
demoralized and I thought what 
am I handing over to my children. 
I needed to understand what had 
gone wrong with America. I was 
determined to interview what is left 
of the Camelot generation—some 
have died. I interviewed Kennedy’s 
former Secretary of Defense Robert 
McNamara twice and also Arthur 
Schlesinger twice before he died

SC What was your impression 
of Robert McNamara. Was he an 
opportunist, a company man or …

DT     All of the above.  McNamara 
is a humanitarian, a company man 
and a robot. He is one of the strang-
est public figures in my lifetime 
and one of the strangest I’ve ever 
interviewed. I have always been 
interested in McNamara.  As a kid 
in college, I wrote my thesis on him 
and what he was trying to do at the 
Pentagon--kind of a nervy thing for 
a kid to do in the late sixties. I’ve 
known McNamara was a strange 
fish for quite awhile. In the 1980’s 
during the nuclear freeze movement, 
I was an editor at Mother Jones 
magazine. I remember when some of 
the Vietnam hawks like McNamara 
and McGeorge Bundy came out 
and surprised people by supporting 
the nuclear freeze. Suddenly they 
seemed to be peaceniks. During that 
time, I interviewed McNamara’s 
son, Craig McNamara, who was a 
hippy left-wing organic farmer in 
California. He became my avenue to 
his father. I thought that  any father 
who could produce a son as sweet 
and thoughtful and interesting as 
Craig--  something is going on in 
that family. Craig told me how his 
family was literally torn apart by 
the Vietnam War. The McNamara’s 
are a sharp contrast to the Bush 
administration that seems to have 
no conscience at all. The Cheneys 
and the Rumsfelds are completely 
one dimensional. There is something 
about McNamara, despite the hor-
rific things that he did as Secretary 
of Defense under President Lyndon 
Johnson, that did get to him. There 
was a human heart that beat inside 
this otherwise robotic man. And as 

any writer will tell you, that is the 
grit for a great character

SC   You stated in your book that 
McNamara set the record straight 
on JFK and his intent to pull out of 
Vietnam

DT    Absolutely. We owe him an 
enormous debt---all historians and 
the country as a whole. People try 
to obfuscate that; people who have 
self-interest in trying to make Jack 
Kennedy into a Cold War hawk. 
Kennedy used that rhetoric to get 
elected yet he was rapidly chang-
ing even as he was elected. By the 
end of his administration he was 
transforming the Cold War and he 
was determined not to get bogged 
down by Vietnam. McNamara, his 
own Secretary of Defense offers the 
best testimony on this. The Kennedy 
administration was a peace admin-
istration—this is the main point of 
my book. His administration was 
very radical for its day given the 
kind of Cold War fog enveloping the 
country at the time. They were trying 
to find their way out; trying to find 
their way towards détente with our 
enemy, the Soviet Union. 

SC   There are so many revelations 
in this book. It gave me a renewed 
appreciation for JFK’s presidency 
and what he accomplished in such 
a short time

DT   For me what clearly came 
into focus as I was doing my re-
search was JFK’s heroism and his 
faith in confronting the implacable 
Cold War apparatus. Despite being 
a very political person and obviously 
very shrewd and ambitious, he was 
willing and committed to rethink 
the Cold War and get the country 
out of it before the world blew up. 
Consequently, his administration 
was shrinking and becoming more 
and more of a family operation. The 
only people he could trust were his 
brother and a handful of aides. I 
think that literally the whole gov-
ernment began to turn against him. 
He split the Democratic Party in 
two over Civil Rights. He was will-
ing to put all that on the line when 
he sent federal troops into Oxford, 
Mississippi to quell the riots that 
were sparked by   James Meredith’s 
admission into the University of 
Mississippi. It took so long for the 
federal troops to arrive that   Ken-
nedy and his aides were in a full 
panic wondering ‘what’s going on 
and why isn’t the military moving’

SC     I admire the courage of Mort 
Sahl who joined New Orleans attor-
ney Jim Garrison in his investigation 
into JFK’s assassination. What did 
you think of him 

DT   Mort Sahl is a total hero. I 
interviewed him and got to know 
him fairly well. He became a friend 
actually and someone I care about a 
lot. He’s a wonderful man.  He was 
making about a million dollars a year 
in the sixties. He was at the top of his 
profession. He threw it all away. He 
put his career on the line trying to 
find out who killed JFK. It is terrible 
that a man who has done so much as 
he has to go through all he has had 
to go through. 

SC  I was bothered by the way 
Bobby Kennedy treated Mort Sahl 
and attorney Jim Garrison who were 
trying to find out who the people 
were that killed his brother

DT   I agree with you. There were 
lots of unpleasant things about Bob-
by Kennedy. Not only as a younger 
man when he gets the reputation for 
being ruthless during the McCarthy 
Hearings but even when he’s older 
and grappling with the assassina-
tion. He’s a flawed man- a weak man 
in some ways. He’s an indecisive 
man who’s haunted by guilt that he 
may have had some responsibility 
for his brother’s death. He thought 
that in pushing for a confrontation 
with Castro, he may have unleashed 
some of these forces himself. I think 
this is key and explains why he is in a 
sort of fog for a long time after the as-
sassination. I think people like Mort 
Sahl shamed him because here was 
someone who was risking his career

SC   Why do you think Bobby 
Kennedy brushed off the work of 
other assassination researchers such 
as Jim Garrison

DT   I think the subject was too 
painful for him.  He was ashamed 
by what they were doing that he 
wasn’t doing. It made him feel un-
comfortable. But on the other hand, 
he treated what they were doing 
with great respect and assigned 
staff members to stay on top of their 
work. I think Walt Sheridan, his 
close friend and former FBI agent 
was going to be his right hand man 
when he reopened the investigation. 
I think Bobby knew it was the CIA 
and the mob. He was deathly afraid 
that Jim Garrison’s investigation was 
going to screw things up—which is 
exactly what it did
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SC   Do you think the CIA was 
involved in the plot to kill Kennedy

DT  I think they were compro-
mised. I think John Kennedy was 
killed by a plot that involved the 
top national security people in the 
country. I think it went even higher 
than the CIA

SC   Do you think LBJ was in-
volved

DT   I think he clearly knew what 
happened as soon as it happened. 
I think he was clearly prepared to 
benefit from the plot. I think that he 
was plagued by guilt until the end of 
his days. He didn’t want to go there 
but he did want to go there. He kept 
asking people trying to figure out 
just what happened. LBJ is one of 
the most curious men in American 
politics. There is no way he couldn’t 
know what happened. I don’t think 
he was necessarily involved in the 
plot or had prior knowledge even 
but I certainly think he figured it out 
right away. Instead of really trying 
to solve the crime, he covered it up 
with the Warren Commission. So, 
he is a very tainted character. But 
I don’t think he is one of the prime 
conspirators. I think the people who 
put the operation together--once 
it was decided that it had to go 
forward—were Allen Dulles and 
Richard Helms of the CIA.

SC   Frank Mankiewicz, Bobby’s 
press aide and a Kennedy insider 
didn’t go along with the Warren 
Commission and was ostracized by 
the Kennedy family –what did you 
think of him

DT   Frank Mankiewicz is a com-
plete consummate Washington in-
sider who could have gone along too 
and not done anything but he shook 
things up and he came out publicly 
and supported Oliver Stone’s movie 
JFK. So, I have enormous respect and 
fondness for Frank. I interviewed 
him. I love him. He is a wonderful 
man—a rumpled, lovable crusty old 
guy from the old school who has 
a lovable heart. He was one of my 
favorite people during the course of 
my interviews for the book

SC  What did you think of Ted 
Sorenson, JFK’s speechwriter

DT   He’s a beautiful speechwriter 
but kind of a strange, remote man. 
He’s certainly not willing to ques-
tion these darker things about the 
assassination. I think he was in love 
with John Kennedy. It was almost 
romantic. He devoted his life to him. 

I think he was married to Jack Ken-
nedy. For him, it was such a terrible 
loss in every way. I don’t think he has 
ever been able to recover from that 

+SC   You talk about Joe Ken-
nedy’s fears about Bobby’s targeting 
the mob

DT   Bobby was naïve as far as 
the mob went and his father knew 
that and he was desperately trying 
to head it off. Bobby was driven to 
clean up the family name and do 
penance, even though it 
threatened the old man 
directly. It certainly threat-
ened his cronies. Bobby 
quoted Shakespeare often 
and referred to the ‘can-
kered inheritance.’ He had 
incredible self-knowledge 
even with all his flaws to 
be able to make that kind 
of connection

SC   Bob Blakely, Bobby 
Kennedy’s friend and Chief 
Counsel on the House As-
sassinations Committee’s 
investigation into the assas-
sination is disappointing 

DT   He still disappoints 
me. He is a really intel-
ligent but arrogant man 
who can’t quite get out of 
his own way but he is still 
driven to debate people to 
try to figure this out. He 
knows this will be on his 
tombstone when he dies—
what he did and didn’t do 
to solve this crime. He got part way 
into understanding the crime but 
refused to look at the government 
involvement. Because of his training 
and background, he just wouldn’t 
allow himself to go there. He will 
admit to me and another researcher 
that there was probably low level 
CIA involvement but he won’t go 
any higher

SC   You seem convinced of 
Bobby’s intentions to reopen the 
investigation into the assassination

DT   Adam Walinsky, Bobby’s 
aide and speechwriter said that 
Bobby knew how power worked. He 
knew that he needed the full federal 
machinery behind him to solve this. 
He knew what he was up against. 
Until that time, Bobby was doing a 
lot behind the scenes. That is the way 
Bobby operated  

SC   Do you think the Secret 
Service was involved in the plot to 
kill JFK

DT   I think they were compro-
mised. I think John Kennedy was 
killed by a plot that involved the 
top national security people in the 
country. I think it went even higher 
than the CIA

SC   I was fascinated by your por-
trait of Ben Bradlee, former editor of 
the Washington Post and close friend 
of both JFK and Jackie Kennedy

DT   Bradlee is older now and I 
wanted to do this in a way that was 

respectful and not brutal. But no 
one, I think, had asked him these 
tough questions before and he 
wasn’t prepared for it. He thought 
this was going to be another walk 
down memory lane. But to his credit, 
I think the old journalist in him came 
through, in a sense, because he was 
trying to grapple with it in an honest 
way-without coming right out and 
telling me, ‘look, I sold out, I was 
a coward.’ He essentially said that 
his career was more important. That 
whole generation of journalists has 
a lot to answer for—Bradlee, maybe 
the most. He is like the pompous 
men who live in the Washington 
bubble for so long that they can’t 
see right from wrong. They lose their 
moral bearings. Bradlee was a hero 
to me when the Washington Post 
broke the Watergate Scandal.  I was 
in college and because of Watergate; 
I wanted to go into journalism. But 
the biggest story that Ben Bradlee 

had was bigger than Watergate-it 
was the assassination. It was on his 
watch and he could have done some-
thing and he chose to do nothing. 
JFK was his best friend, he claimed. 
Instead, he wrote a very saccharine 
book about his friendship with JFK. 
Not only did he betray his friend 
by not lifting a finger trying to find 
out what happened to him--but 
he betrayed his profession and the 
country as well. 

SC   What   happened on 
the Chris Matthews show.  
I read that you called it one 
of the low points on your 
book tour 

DT   When I appeared 
on his show, he introduced 
me as “my friend David 
Talbot” then he turned to 
his panel which includ-
ed the inevitable How-
ard Fineman and Gloria 
Borger and puzzled aloud 
“how any journalist in his 
right mind could ques-
tion the Warren Report.”  
He suggested that I just 
couldn’t accept the fact 
that “a loser like Oswald 
can kill a Kennedy.” This 
prompted equally inane 
musings from Fineman 
about how assassination 
is the “price we pay for 
living in the chaos of de-
mocracy.”  Chris clearly 
demonstrated that he 

hadn’t read my book. It drives me 
nuts when   journalists don’t do the 
hard work required to really find out 
what happened. There are so many 
good books on the assassination that 
show that something strange hap-
pened. It’s the third rail in American 
journalism. You’re seen as a kook if 
you go there. Journalists are sup-
posed to ask the tough questions 
and journalists continue to blithely 
refuse to answer some of the tough-
est things in American life

SC   Do you see any parallels 
between President Obama and JFK

DT   Everyone is scared to death 
about the parallels between Ken-
nedy and Obama. Just as JFK had 
to run as a hawk on Cuba and the 
Soviet Union during his campaign, 
Obama had to run as a hawk on Af-
ghanistan. Obama is now a work in 
progress.  We’ll have to see if he is go-
ing to be pushed into escalating this 
war on Afghanistan. This machine 

in American political life that pushes 
for war again and again because 
there is money to be made, has been 
haunting America way before Eisen-
hower. Obama is obviously trying to 
carve out a new direction after eight 
appalling years. My concern is will 
Americans learn enough from their 
history to know that democracies are 
fragile things and have to be fought 
for every day. Presidencies that try to 
do something right and fight for the 
people and not just special interests, 
are endangered presidencies. These 
people are very powerful and make 
powerful enemies.

SC   Who do you think killed 
Bobby Kennedy

DT   I think the same people 
who killed Bobby Kennedy killed 
John Kennedy. This gets clearer 
and clearer as time goes by. It is just 
remarkable that you could kill the 
President and then his brother runs 
for the presidency, in part, to find 
his brother’s killers and then he is 
murdered by the same people

SC   How was your book tour 
received in Ireland

DT   They were completely 
straightforward as to how they saw 
the assassination. I was on the equiv-
alent of the Today Show in Dublin 
and the host came right out and said, 
“So, the CIA killed Jack Kennedy.” 
It was a bestseller in Ireland. They 
don’t have the same blinders that 
they have in America. In fact, all of 
Europe immediately looked at the 
assassination very skeptically. They 
thought there is more here than 
meets the eye

SC  Have any film studios con-
tacted you

DT   The book has been optioned 
by Lionsgate Studio. They want to 
do a cable network HBO miniseries-
like John Adams. We haven’t got a 
director yet

SC   Who do you want as the 
director

DT   I want the Irish. I’m push-
ing for the Irish. Someone like John 
Patrick Shanley or Neil Jordan or 
Jim Sheridan or Martin McDonagh.  
I think the Irish understand this in 
their guts and in their hearts. My 
father Lyle Talbot was an actor and 
very Irish. He was raised by his off 
the boat Irish grandmother. I am 
Irish on his side and English on my 
mother’s side. My Dad really identi-
fied with his Irish roots. He loved the 
Dublin Theater

November 2013                                Irish American News                                            “We’ve AlWAys Been Green!” 25









I’ve been lucky enough to be 
involved in Celtic music for quite 
some time now and in that time 
I’ve seen bands come and go. I’ve 
seen talented bands with great 
potential rise up like sky 
rockets and disappear just 
as quickly. I’ve seen other 
bands hang around long 
after someone should 
have given them the hook. 
Every so often I’ve seen 
a band with great po-
tential, a unique sound 
and bucketloads of talent 
work their way up, play-
ing every gig they could 
and finally be recognized as a great 
band. Such is the case with Burning 
Bridget Cleary (www.Burning-
BridgetCleary.com), a uniquely 
talented group from the Philadel-
phia area that I’ve been privileged 
to watch over the past few years as 
they put out great CDs and played 
their hearts out. I’ve written about 
them before but they have a new 
CD and it’s easily their best yet. 
“Pressed for Time” is the name 
of the CD and of the first track, a 
Gordon Duncan reel that will leave 
you astonished at its complexity 
and at the way the band handles 
it. The band, I should mention, 
consists of Rose Baldino on fiddle, 
banjo and beautiful vocals, Deirdre 
Lockman also on fiddle and vocals, 
Lou Baldino on guitar, bass and 
vocals and percussionist Peter 
Trezzi who supplies the heartbeat. 
I like fiddle duos who know how 
to harmonize and these ladies do 
a great job. They also put together 
some great vocal arrangements. 
In this CD, their fourth, they add 
a little bluegrass with a spirited 
version of “Oh My Little Darling” 
and one of the sweetest render-
ings of “Ashokan Farewell” that 
I’ve heard. The band played the 
Kansas City Irish Fest this year and 
was very well received. They also 
played the Michigan Irish Music 
Festival in Muskegon where they 
were the talk of the weekend. Ev-
erybody loved them.

Another band that has been 
around a long time and that is well 
loved is the Fenians, www.thefeni-
ans.com. They’ve released a new 
CD called “Take Me Home” which 

features the songwriting talents 
of the band. When I first started 
listening to the Fenians, they did 
spirited renditions of traditional 
tunes and did them quite well. 
They still do the trad tunes in their 
own inimitable style but have also 

started writing some new songs 
and, like the band itself, they’re 
fun and entertaining. Terry Casey, 
who plays mandolin and guitar 
and sings, has three original songs 
on the new CD and I like them all. 
Brendan Harkins, who plays bass, 
uilleann pipes and sings, has four 
new songs to his credit, also good. 
The gem of the CD, for me, is a 
new song put together by Harkins 
and Rob Williams, guitar and vo-
cals, called “Banshee Under My 
Bed”, a really cute song that will 
quickly become a favorite of kids 
of all ages, I wager. The other two 
members of the band are Bryon 
Holley on drums and Tardu Yegin, 
who blazes away on whistles, flute, 
sax, accordion and keyboards and, 

to my thinking, is responsible for 
the bands very unique sound. The 
only bad thing about this band is 
that they’re based out on the west 
coast and we don’t get to see them 
often enough in the Midwest.

Compass Records (www.com-
passrecords.com) scores big this 
month with two super releases that 
have been getting a lot of play in 
my store. First off is “Story Map” a 
beautiful little sleeper of a CD put 
together by the team of Éamonn 

Coyne and Kris Drever. 
Coyne is a master of the 
banjo and Drever smokes 
on guitar. They teamed up 
earlier on what turned out 
to be one of my favorite 
CDs, “Honk Toot Suite” and 
now they’re back with an-
other collection of seriously 
good trad music. These 
guys have not toured much 
in the Midwest and that is 

a bloody shame, because they are 
master musicians who are plowing 
fresh ground and I, for one, would 
love to see them banging this stuff 
out live. Till they get the chance to 
visit, I’ll content myself with their 
two CDs and thank Compass for 
having the courage to put stuff like 
this onto CD.

The second CD to come from 
Compass Records this month is 
“At The Heart Of It All” the 30th 
anniversary release by Scottish su-
pergroup Capercaillie. Yeah, that’s 
right, 30 years this band has been 
recording some of the finest in the 
folk tradition that I’ve ever heard 
and now I really do feel old. Karen 
Matheson’s sweet voice is here 
plus Donald Shaw on keyboards, 
Charlie McKerron on fiddle, Ma-
nus Lunny on guitar, Ewen Vernal 
on bass, Michael McGoldrick on 
flute and pipes, David Robertson  
on percussion and Che Beresford 
on drums. A more traditional re-
cording than some of their work, 
this one is solid and sweet and 
every bit as good to listen to as 
“Sidewaulk” or “Crosswinds”. The 
CD cover features a horse looking 
at the camera, just so you know, no 
political statement here. This is the 
finest recording of Scottish Gaelic 
folk to come down the road in 
awhile and I say you will enjoy it.

Catch me 7 days a week in 
December, 630-834-8108 or online 
at jack@rampantlion.com  Slainté

Happy Oireachtas month!! 
I can’t believe it’s only a few 
weeks away! Every dancer starts 
training for this each year around 
August so its always exciting 
when the big weekend comes. 
I can’t wait to show off my new 
steps to the judges. I have been 
practicing exceptionally hard 
and really trying to improve 
on the things that are wrong 
with my steps. I want them to 
be perfect.  This is the hardest I 
have worked in a long time. I’m 
really glad I was able to go to 
Worlds this year because I feel 
it has motivated me to become 
a better dancer. Usually I’m ner-
vous for Oireachtas but this year, 
I’m more excited. Our teams are 
going to be spectacular since my 
team is fresh off their victory at 
Nationals. Everything is going 

according to plan and I cant wait 
to share the (hopefully good) 
news of Oireachtas (Thanksgiv-
ing Day.).  

Cheer has also been going well. 
Since I have made varsity, I got to 
go to all the home Friday night 
football games and even though 
Ignatius didn’t win many, it was 
still so fun to cheer and stunt 
on the sidelines. My team and I 
have been working hard for our 
upcoming competition season. 
It starts right after Oireachtas. 
(Will I ever catch a break?) I have 
really high hopes for our team. 
Out stunts and tumbling are the 
best Ignatius has ever seen. State 
is in 3 months so even when the 
Irish dancers are taking a much 
needed rest after Oireachtas, I’ll 
be working hard until February. 
Wish me luck on that.  
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