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16th Annual European Union Film Festival
From March 1 through 28, the Gene Sis-

kel Film Center welcomes you to the 16th 
Annual European Union Film Festival, the 
largest showcase in North America for the 

cinema of the European Union nations.  
This year’s festival encompasses 26 of the 
27 EU countries, presenting the Chicago 
premieres of 61 films.   As always, our 
festival presents a wide range of recent pro-
duction, from first features by the cream of 
Europe’s new talents to the latest films by 
established masters.  

According to the tradition of our festival, 
the opening night is presided over by the 
nation currently holding the presidency of 
the European Union.  On Friday, March 1, 
our host is the Honorable Aidan Cronin, 
Consul General of Ireland.

Ireland is represented by three films 
in this year’s festival, including the U.S.-
Ireland co-production Our Irish Cousins 
by Chicago’s own Mike Houlihan.

Aidan Cronin in person!
stella Days
2011, Thaddeus O’Sullivan, Ireland/

Norway/Germany, 100 min.
With Martin Sheen, Stephen Rae
Friday, March 1, 6:00 pm
Sunday, March 3, 3:00 pm
“Understated elegance and surpassing 

central performance…director O’Sullivan 
puts it over with a gentle hand.”--Eric 
Hynes, Village Voice

“Splendidly acted…with sensitivity, 
gentle humor and poignancy.”--David 
Rooney, Hollywood Reporter

A stellar performance by Martin Sheen 
as Fr. Daniel Barry, a Catholic priest who 
has burned a few bridges in his time, 
brightens the darker recesses of this story 
of one man’s attempt to bring cinema to 
a small Irish town.  Set in 1956 Tipper-
ary, where the church holds sway and 
the movies are regarded as the devil’s 
work to many of his rural flock, film buff 
Daniel sets out to open a movie house, 
royally riling his bishop and encountering 

the nemesis from hell in local politician 
Brendan McSweeny (Rae).       Digital video 
courtesy of Tribeca Films and Newgrange 
Productions.  (BS)

Note: No free passes or blue tickets will 
be valid for the opening night screening.

Our Irish Cousins
2012, Mike Houlihan, Ireland/USA, 

99 Min.
Wednesday, March 13, 8:15 pm
The solid-green link between Chicago 

and Ireland is never as clear as in this 
comic, sentimental, good-hearted chronicle 
of an Irish American’s return to the Ould 
Sod for a look at the stomping grounds of 
his ancestors.  Award-winning journalist, 
radio personality, and actor Mike Houli-
han, aka Houli or “the Hoooligan” charts 
a course between Chicago’s South Side 
with its venerable Irish traditions, and the 
more staid environs of Dublin and County 
Clare, for a look at the roots of those hardy 
Midwestern shamrocks.  In English.  Digi-
tal video courtesy of the filmmaker.  (BS)

Death Of A superhero
2011, Ian Fitzgibbon, Ireland/Germany, 

97 min.
With Andy Serkis, Thomas Brodie-

Sangster
“A moving, truthful, and at times, comi-

cal ride.”--Sarah Duncan, Flicker Magazine
“Intelligent, honest and resonant.”-

-Kenji Fujishima, Slant Magazine
Saturday, March 23, 3:15 pm
Wednesday, March 27, 8:00 pm
This tragicomic story of a terminally ill 

teenager doing battle with the angel of 
death is anything but macabre in the hands 
of director Fitzgibbon, whose films gener-
ally revolve around irony and black humor.  
Caustic and bitter, 15-year-old Donald, 
a talented comic book artist with a Goth 
bent, stares down his likely fate by living 
on the edge, to the concern of parents who 
set him up with a psychiatrist dueling with 
demons of his own.  Digital video courtesy 
of Tribeca Films.  (BS)

General Information
All screenings and events are at the Gene 

Siskel Film Center of the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago, located at 164 N. State 
St., Chicago, IL 60601 

Tickets to each screening – unless stated 

otherwise – are $11/general admission, 
$7/students, and $6/Film Center mem-
bers. All tickets may be purchased at 
the Film Center Box Office. Both general 
admission and Film Center member tick-
ets are available through Ticketmaster, 
800-982-2787, www.ticketmaster.com, and 
all Ticketmaster outlets. The Film Center 
and its box office are open 5:00 to 8:30 pm, 
Monday through Friday; 2:00 to 8:30 pm 

stella Days - stephen rea, Martin sheen and David Herlihy Old pals reunite in Galway - Our Irish Cousins
Thomas Brodie-sangster as Donald in 
Death of a superhero

Saturday; and 2:00 to 5:30 pm Sunday. 
A Film Center membership is a year-

round ticket to great movies for only $6 per 
screening! Memberships are $50 (Individu-
al) and $80 (Dual). For more information, 
call 312-846-2600 or visit www.siskelfilm-

center.org/content/membership.
Discounted parking is available for $14 

for nine hours at the InterPark SELF-PARK 
at 20 E. Randolph St. A rebate ticket can be 
obtained from the Film Center Box Office.

For more information about the Film 
Center, call 312-846-2800 (24-hour movie 
hotline) or 312-846-2600 (general informa-
tion, 9:00 am-5:00 p.m., Monday-Friday), 
or visit www.siskelfilmcenter.org. 
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Does One Plus One Equal Three?
We have all been taught that 

one plus one equals two.  Ev-
eryone knows that.  Some of us 
would argue without stop to con-
vince any dissenters that TWO is 
the answer.  Haven’t we all been 
conditioned to accept TWO as the 
proper solution?

Let me challenge that long held 
belief.  I am convinced that when 
one intelligent person discusses 
an issue with another intelligent 
person, a third entity comes into 
being.   The thoughts and insights 
of each person are influenced by 
the exchange of ideas with the 
other person. Commonly the 
thoughts of each party will be af-
fected by the other person’s point 
of view.  This doesn’t mean that 
their point of view will change, 

but still it will be affected. 
Let’s look at the practical ap-

plication of my belief.  I have 
spent a great deal of my profes-
sional life discussing concerns, 
primarily professional or career 
matters, with clients.   I have had 
the privilege of consulting or 
counseling with some darn bright 
individuals.  

Commonly the discussion is 
taking place because the indi-
vidual is not sure how to proceed 
on a specific issue.  So we discuss 
that issue and the associated fac-
tors.  The client normally shares 
her frustrations with a particu-
lar matter, whether it’s another 
person or a set of circumstances.  
Frequently, I don’t know the other 
parties and I may not know a lot 

about the specific issues.  I see my 
role as the interlocutor, namely, 
the person who has the role of 
asking questions, asking the cli-
ent to explain and expand on the 
issues.   Often the client has made 
a tentative decision that he feels 
is totally appropriate or he is just 
comfortable with the conclusion. 
So the client may have all or most 
of the facts at his disposal, but he 
may be only seeing those facts 
from one specific point of view.  
Haven’t you found yourself in this 
situation at times?  You are con-
vinced that you have looked at the 
situation from every angle.  Then 
you talk to a friend, a mentor or 
even a casual acquaintance about 
the matter.  As the conversation 
continues, you begin to see the 
situation in a different light; your 
perspective changes.

The questions being asked by 
the other person tend to expand 
the breadth of your thinking.  
Perhaps it may even force you to 
look at the matter from a differ-
ent vantage point.  Now the old 
motto, two heads are better than 
one, may become crystal clear.    

The practice of seeking help 
from other confidantes is perhaps 

as old as time.  Yet, I am continu-
ously struck by how often people 
go off and make significant deci-
sions without input from a trusted 
friend.  I have certainly found that 
their counsel can be invaluable 
when it comes to reviewing writ-
ten communications.  If we have 
written, edited, and then written 
a document time and again, there 
is a good chance that we will sim-
ply miss obvious mistakes.  It’s 
not only typos and poor choices 
of words, but maybe even most 
importantly, another set of eyes 
may help you see that the tone of 
the document is undesirable.    

It may be that the underlying 
theme of this column is NOT on 
improving your communication 
skills, but rather improving your 
cooperative skills.  Aren’t you 
troubled by the selfishness some 
of us display both in the work 
place and in public?  Maybe the 
expression, “lighten up”, could 
be applied to more of us than you 
would think.  Perhaps the lack of 
civility in so many of our public 
forums is catching on.  We seem to 
be willing to be quite unpleasant 
even when it is totally unwar-
ranted.  Imagine how much more 
productive and fun your work 
place could be if people cooper-
ated with each other.  Should that 
be one of your 2013 resolutions, 
becoming a peace maker?

Writing this column reminds 
me of the incident that one of my 
former neighbors shared with me.  
He was in a management training 
program. Simply stated, each of 
the six individuals in his cohort 
was to select a total of five items 
from their plane that just crashed 

in the Arctic Circle.  So each per-
son selected their five items.  Each 
member then explained why he 
selected those specific five items.  
My neighbor is a very smart and 
determined person, who had se-
lected his five items carefully.  But 
by the time the exercise was over 
he had agreed that all five of his 
items would not be the best ones 
to salvage from the aircraft.  He 
said there were adamant defenses 
stated by each cohort member, 
but their goal was to have the 
very best chance of survival by 
picking the most helpful items 
on the airplane.  This hardnosed 
neighbor enthusiastically agreed 
that his team had picked the most 
appropriate five items; he had 
been convinced by the excellent 
reasons that were presented by 
the other members.

How do you apply the lessons 
hopefully buried in this column?  
Listen carefully to the ideas of 
your fellow employees; they are 
smart people too.   Share your 
ideas as positively and pleasantly 
as possible.  Do not allow your-
self to become contentious with 
your fellows.  Try to see the other 
person’s side of the “argument”. 
Carpe diem.  

FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION:  
I hear and I forget. I see and I re-
member. I do and I understand.  
Chinese Proverb.  

James F. Fitzgerald is the presi-
dent of James F. Fitzgerald &As-
sociates, Inc. an Oak Brook, Il-
based senior executive coaching 
and career transition firm. Email: 
jamesffitz37@hotmail.com. Web-
site: jamesffitzgerald.com Phone: 
630-684-2204

Cottage Rental

Breath taking
Ocean Views!

Southwestern Ireland, Co Cork on 
the Beara Peninsula-weekly
3 Bedroom 2 Bath 1500 sq ft

all modern appliances
fireplace ● central heat

Sleeps Six 
Comfortably

See why Maureen O’Hara 
calls the Beara Peninsula home!

  Nov,  Dec, Jan, Feb, Mar, $450
Apr, May, Sep, Oct, $650

Jun, Jul, Aug, $850
email: doncosgrove tds.net

http://webpages.charter.net/
cosgrovecottage/
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Iverni: A Prehistory of Cork
By William O’Brien, DuFour and the Collins Press

This beautiful book about the archaeology of West Cork 
is meticulously researched and lavishly illustrated.

This area is the site of thousands of standing stones, pas-
sage graves, burial mounds and other remains. Recent ar-
chaeological excavations 
have added much to our 
knowledge of Ireland’s 
prehistory.

The time period stud-
ied is from the end of the 
Ice Age in Ireland (about 
7,500 to 8,000 BC) until 
the Christian era began 
in the fifth century A.D.

Iverni is the name of 
the tribe that lived in this 
area.

Greek and Roman map 
makers and merchants used the names of the local tribes 
as placenames. We are probably the descendants of those 
tribal people.

William O’Brien speaks authoratively about Cork’s pre-
history because he teaches about the archaeology of this 
period at University College Cork. The topic of his doctoral 
disertation was prehistoric copper mining in Ireland.

Copper was very valuable because, when mixed with 
tin, it became bronze.

Mount Gabriel, in West Cork, has 32 prehistoric copper 
mine sites. They were worked from about 1700 to 1400 B.C.

The mining of copper had a huge impact on prehistoric 
Ireland.

The Notre Dame Spirit
By Kristen lenhart and Julia
Passamani, Corby Books, www.
corbypublishing.com

A Roman writer observed, “The mind is not 
a vessel to be filled, but a fire to be kindled.”To 

kindle a dream in a child is a wondrous thing.
This children’s book is about that. It is illustrated with 

bright, colorful, easy to understand pictures.
A boy visits Notre Dame University and tries to under-

stand the spirit of the people he sees there.

He wonders if the spirit he is looking for is the happi-
ness and excitement of anticipating an important campus 
event, or he wonders if it is the willingness of the students 
to help others. He discovers that the spirit he is searching 
for is the students enthusiasm for life.

Passamani says, “It is 
more important than ever 
to believe in something 
bigger than ourselves as 
we face the harsh realities 
of life.” The spirit encour-
aged by the university is 
one of hope, faith, excel-
lence, and service.”

That spirit is good ad-
vice for us adults too.
The Irish Way
By James Barrett  
The Penguin Press

Chicago newspaper reporter, Finley Peter Dunne’s 
columns were widely read during the late 1800’s and 
early 1900’s. Dunne created the enduring character, Mr. 
Dooley, an Irish philosopher saloon keeper.

The author says Dunne’s genius lay in his evocation, 
not simply of Irish American life, but of relations be-
tween the Irish and other ethnic groups. Those relations 
are the focus of this lively and vibrant book.

More than three million Irish came to the United Stated 
during the period 1840 to about 1890. Later immigrants 
from Southern and Eastern Europe found an America 
that was distinctly Irish. They encountered Irish police-
men, politicians, actors, bureaucrats, newspaper report-
ers, saloon keepers, contractors, teachers, etc.

When immigrants from various backgrounds em-
braced new styles, behaviors, and values, they were 
not those of some distant WASP mainstream. Irish 
culture could offer a trenchant, transcendent view of 
American society. It shaped much of what it meant to 
be an American.
                 Continued to page  24
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Illinois Governor Pat Quinn Signs 
Historic Drivers’ Licenses Bill Into Law
by Breándan G. Magee

Illinois’ Governor Pat Quinn presided 
over a packed room in a south side Chicago 
immigrant center on Sunday January 27, 
when he signed into law a much vaunted 
bill that will provide temporary drivers li-
censes for undocumented immigrants in his 
state.  An impressive who’s who of Illinois 
politicians joined him on stage in support of 
the move and to express solidarity with the 
immigrant population, including Chicago 
Mayor Rahm Emmanuel, Attorney General 
Lisa Madigan, Secretary of State Jesse White, 
Senate President Cullerton,  Asst. Majority 
leader Acevedo ,Senate Minority Leader 
Christine Radogno, House Minority Leader 
Tom Cross, Cook County President Toni 
Preckwinkle, Latino Caucus Co-Chairs Tony 
Munoz and Toni Berrios and Representative 
Lisa Hernandez.

Governor Quinn lauded those who 
worked on the bill and welcomed its arrival 
on his desk stating that Illinois was a leader 
in immigrant rights and a model for other 
states to follow.  Illinois also passed the 
DREAM Act in 2010, which makes it pos-
sible for young people, brought here illegally 
by their parents when they were children, to 
secure a work permit.  The Governor added 
that the President should be proud of his 
home state’s record on immigrant rights as 
he prepares to tackle comprehensive immi-
gration reform in Washington DC this year.

Mayor Rahm Emmanuel also took to the 
stage to thank all those involved in bring-
ing the bill past the finish line and spoke of 
his own immigrant grandfather coming to 
Chicago to escape anti-Semitism in Eastern 
Europe at the turn of the last century.  He 
spoke of America being a nation of dream-
ers, a nod to the term used to describe the 
high school children eligible for the DREAM 
Act, and added that all of those who came 
to these shores did so with the dream that 
their children would better off than they.  
“Only in America are these things possible” 
he retorted.  He also reaffirmed his own 
commitment to keeping Chicago one of the 
most immigrant friendly cities in America 
and acknowledged the city’s open door 
policy to immigrants whether they hail from 
Ireland or Mexico.

The Irish were represented in the front 
row by Billy Lawless Chairman of the 
Chicago Celts for Immigration Reform; he 
was accompanied by fellow Celts board 
members Cyril Regan and Breandán Magee.  
The Chicago Celts played a pivotal role in 
the bill’s passage and joined forces with 
other immigrant groups to form a strong 
and formidable coalition that garnered bi-

partisan support in the legislature.  Regan 
and Magee spent the final two days before 
the vote in the House of Representatives in 
Springfield pressing legislators to support 
the historic piece of legislation.  The vote 
count was tight up until the final hour and in 
a last ditch effort from all involved, includ-
ing the Celts, key legislators swayed from 
hard no’s to the yes camp.  The bill, which 
had earlier passed the Senate, cleared the 
House by 65 to 46 votes.

Asked about the Irish voice in the debate 
Celts Chairman Billy Lawless poignantly 
noted “The Irish have once again played an 
instrumental role in a key piece of legisla-
tion, which will directly benefit the 5000 
Irish undocumented living in Illinois who 
up to now could not get a driver’s license.”  
He went on to add “the key to our success 
in Illinois was strength in unity with our 
immigrant cousins from other countries…
we made key alliances and spoke with one 
voice and in the end we prevailed.  Illinois is 
once again a model for the nation and other 
states on how to move things forward.”

The bill allows any immigrant in Illinois to 
secure a temporary visitors’ driver’s license 
(TVDL) if he or she can provide proof of 
residency in Illinois for the last year, a valid 
passport or consular ID 
and pass all road tests.  The 
license will cost $30 but will 
appear somewhat different 
to the regular IL driver’s 
license; they will be colored 
purple as opposed to the 
red of regular licenses.  The 
TVDL already exists for 
foreign nationals who are 
here on student visas or 
temporary work visas.  It 
will not be valid for proof 
of identity to board a plane 
or enter a federal building 
and will be marked “not 
valid for identification”.  It 
can however be used as a 
bond card in the event that 
the holder is pulled over by 
a police officer and given 
that it is the same TVDL 
available to foreign stu-
dents and visa holders law 
enforcement cannot assume 
that the holder is undocu-
mented.  The licenses will 
prevent drivers from being 
incarcerated for not hav-
ing a license if pulled over, 
which will in turn reduce 
the number of families torn 

apart by deportation.  They will be made 
available October 1, 2013.

The Secretary of State estimates that the 
new licenses move will cost $800,000 in its 
first year but even if only 30,000 of the es-
timated 250,000 undocumented drivers in 
Illinois apply and pay the $30 fee, the initia-
tive will be revenue neutral and may even 
turn a profit.  This was a key provision for 
many lawmakers concerned about the dire 
fiscal problems faced by the state of Illinois.

Proponents of the bill see its passage as 

a precursor to immigration reform at the 
national level, which is picking up steam 
as we speak.  Today, Monday January 28 a 
group of eight Democratic and Republican 
senators unveiled their plans for compre-
hensive immigration reform that would 
provide a pathway to citizenship for the 
12 million undocumented immigrants cur-
rently living in the shadows.  While a drop 
in the ocean such moves would also affect 
the 50,000 Irish men and women who find 
themselves in immigration limbo.

Hardworking Irish in Springfield celebrate the Governor’s signing into law of 
the Drivers’Licenses Bill. (L to R): Cyril Reagan, Billy Lawless Sr., Governor 
Pat Quinn, and Breándan Magee.
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NEW ❏    RENEWAL ❏              Family $50 ❏  Individual $30 ❏  
Name   ______________________________     __________________    _____
                                           last                                    first                    initial            
Spouse  _____________________________      __________________    _____
(if joining)                          last                                    first                    initial            

Address _________________________________________       _________ 
             street                                                           Apt/Unit # 
               ________________________________  _______  _____________  
                              city                                   state                   zip               

Donation enclosed $________  (Checks payable to Chicago Gaelic Park)

Mail to: Chicago Gaelic Park Membership
                 6119 W. 147th St, Oak Forest IL 60452
phone: 708.687.9323           fax: 708.687.0120       

www.chicagogaelicpark.org       www.facebook.com/ChicagoGaelicPark

Membership 

Gaelic Park can be found on
FACEBOOK AND TWITTER!

TAKE A MOMENT AND "LIKE" US!

2013 IRISH FESTIVAL  
QUEEN CONTEST 

The new Irish 
Festival Queen 
and her Court will 

be chosen at our Celtic Supper 
on Sunday, 
March 3. 
Each of the 
contestants 
will be 
introduced 
and the 
winners 
will be 
announced.  
The candidate 
chosen as 
the new Irish 
Festival 2013 
Queen shall 
reign as Queen for one full year. 
A runner-up will also be chosen. 
Both the Queen and runner-up 
will be invited to participate 
in many activities and events. 
During St. Patrick’s week, the 
new Queen and runner-up will 
be given the seat of honor, high 
atop the Irish Festival Parade 
Float. Ceremonies, contests and 
gala festivities at Irish Festival 
2013 will be memorable and 

fun for the Queen 
and everyone 
involved. Gifts 
and prizes worth more than 

$1,000 will be 
bestowed 
upon the 
newly 
crowned 
Queen. 
Valuable 
prizes will 
also be 
presented to 
the runner-
up.           
The contest 
requirements 
are:

• Single girls of Irish heritage 
and having reached the age 
of 18 to 26 years by March 3, 
2013.  

• Application deadline is with $10 
entry fee by Friday, March 1. 

You can pick up your 
application at the Chicago 
Gaelic Park office or by calling 
708.687.9323. See our web site 
for more information www.
chicagogaelicpark.org. 

46th Edition of Ireland on Parade at Chicago Gaelic Park
Ireland on Parade, 
the wonderful 
exhibition of the 
music and dance of 
Ireland, celebrates 
its 46th Anniversary 
at Chicago Gaelic 
Park, on March 
8, 12, 13, 14 & 15. 
The doors open 
5:30pm and there 
is FREE ADMISSION! 
Entertainment is 
provided by Irish 
musicians, including Sean 
O’Donnell, and numerous 
dance schools will perform 
each evening between 7pm 
and 9pm. In addition to Ireland 
on Parade, there will be many 
activities going on at Gaelic 
Park during the month of March:

March 3     Irish Festival 
Queen Contest 
March 9     St. Baldrick 
Head Shaving Fundraiser 
Donations benefit the fight 
against children’s cancer
March 10   Southside Irish 
Sunday - No mass today
March 16   Chicago Reel 
Concert 
March 17    
ST. PATRICK DAY 

Celebration of Mass at 
10am followed by an 

afternoon and evening of continuous 
celebration. 
Gaelic Park will also participate in the 
many parades in honor of the Patron 
Saint of Ireland, St. Patrick. For starting 
times and all the details regarding the 
St. Patrick’s season, go to our web site 
www.chicagogaelicpark.org or call 
Gaelic Park at 708.687.9323.























San Francisco Based Irish Businessman Aims To
Raise $300,000 For Irish Charities And You Can Help

How would you like a free 
flight to Ireland and three 
nights free accommodation 
this October? That’s what San 
Francisco-based Irish entre-
preneur Paul Downey is offer-
ing in return for a small favor.

Dublin native Downey re-
cently established a non-profit 
called Irish Charities Ameri-
can Fund (ICAF), with the aim 
of harnessing the generosity of 
the diaspora in the US to raise 
much needed funds for select 
Irish charities. The ICAF’s 
inaugural fundraising event 
is the Run-A-Muck Challenge 
obstacle race in Ireland, with 
proceeds from the race pro-
gram benefiting Irish charity, 
Children In Hospital Ireland. 
You can sign up now for this 
unique experience. To avail 
yourself of this fantastic op-
portunity to travel to Dublin 
and take part in Ireland’s most 

fun event, Run-A-Muck, all 
you have to do t is commit, 
through your participation, 
to raising a targeted amount 
for this great charity. (You can 
extend your stay in Ireland at 
your own expense).

Downey founded ICAF be-
cause he wanted to give some-
thing back to Ireland and feels 
there are many here in the US 
who want to do the same. The 
ICAF was created to support 
charities in Ireland affected by 
the recent economic downturn 
and reduction of services. By 
reaching out to the 36 million 
Americans with Irish ancestry 
and the 200,000 plus Irish born 
people living here, Downey 
aims to raise and deliver over 
$300,000 with this first effort.

“Irish charities are facing 
increased demands on their 
services during a difficult 
economic time,” said Downey, 

Founder and CEO of ICAF. 
“Our hope is that the vast Irish 
diaspora in the United States 
will represent goodwill and 
generosity toward their home-
land of Ireland by supporting 
our mission to fundraise for 
Children In Hospital Ireland.”

Children In Hospital Ireland 
is an Irish charity support-
ing the welfare of children 
in Irish hospitals and their 
families. For over 40 years, the 
organization has worked with 
sick children to provide play, 
fun and support for young 
patients facing a difficult hos-
pital stay in 20 hospital wards 
across Ireland.

The Run-A-Muck challenge 
is an outdoor cross-country 
obstacle event that challenges 
participants to jump, run, 
roll and climb through and 
over mud, water, barriers and 
trenches along a 10K course. 

This year’s event is on Sat-
urday, October 19, 2013, ap-
proximately 30 miles outside 
of Dublin, Ireland.

Participants in the challenge 
will commit to raise $5900, or 
more, for ICAF prior to Octo-
ber 2013, in exchange for race 
registration, travel to and from 
the US to Ireland and accom-
modations for three nights in 
Ireland during the event, as 
well as necessary transfers 
during travel. Runners and 
walkers of all abilities can reg-
ister to fundraise at the newly 
designed website: http://
irishcharitiesaf.com/

ICAF has also partnered 
with The Gathering Ireland, 
a tourism initiative to bring 
those connected back to the 
country in 2013. IACF will be 
the only gathering over a year-
long tourism celebration to 
raise funds for an Irish charity.

“Our mission for this event 
is multi-pronged and ben-
eficial for all involved,” said 
Downey. “The Run-A-Muck 

challenge allows our partici-
pants not only to have fun and 
compete in Ireland—a country 
near and dear to their hearts—
but they’re also fundraising for 
Ireland with a trip back home 
as their ‘prize’ and while there, 
they’ll contribute to and sup-
port the economy and tourism 
of Ireland, it’s a win-win-win.”

The Irish Charities American 
Fund is a new nonprofit 501(c)
(3) corporation headquartered 
in San Francisco.

For more information  please 
visit: http://irishcharitiesaf.
com/

For more information on 
Children In Hospital Ireland, 
please visit: www.childrenin-
hospital.ie/

For more information on 
the Run-A-Muck Challenge, 
please visit: http://runamuck-
challenge.com/home.php

For more information on 
The Gathering Ireland, please 
visit: http://www.thegath-
eringireland.com/About.
aspx#.UOsT3uRX01I
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Flag Stones
As we write, a loyalist mob is 

attacking St. Matthew’s Church on 
the border of Belfast’s Short Strand 
neighborhood, trying to burn the 
old church down with Molotov 
cocktails - again.

(Look at St. Matthew’s website- 
http://www.stmatthewsparish.
org/first.html  I defy you to figure 
out why this little church is so 
offensive to Protestants. While 
you’re visiting, you might drop 
them an email greeting.) 

Short Strand lies between Bel-
fast city centre and the Harland 
and Woolf shipyards docks area. 
St. Matthew’s stands on Newtow-
nards Road, the area’s northern  
border, and is subject to frequent 
Loyalist  attack. In 2011 during 
Orange ‘celebrations’, vandals 
defaced the church with sectarian 
graffiti, then splashed the facade 
with British union red, white and 
blue paint. Mass-goers coming to 
the church were appalled at the 
sight. Last year it was Orange 
bandsmen playing sectarian tunes 
while passing by, and a drummer 
who took time out from the parade 
to urinate on the church.

In the 19th century, Catholics 
had moved into the Short Strand 
area from County Down. But 
despite living cheek by jowl to 
the shipyard that built Titanic, 
they were mostly excluded from 
working there. Over the years the 
shipyard did hire some Catholics, 
but On 21 July 1920 Protestant 
workers in Belfast held a meeting 
and whipped themselves into a 
fury over Catholics being allowed 
to work at the shipyard. A mob 
descended on Harland and Wolff 
and hunted down 7000 Catholics 
and sympathetic Protestants, beat-
ing them out of the grounds.

At the dawn of ‘The Troubles’, 
the ‘Battle of St Matthew’s’,  June 
27 1970, saw the first major con-
frontation between the Provisional 
Irish Republican Army and Ulster 
loyalists. Prior to that, the nearly 
defunct IRA had been criticized 
for failing to defend nationalist 
areas from Protestant attack. A 
mob of loyalists returning from 
an Orange Order parade tried to 
set the church on fire with gaso-
line bombs, and to invade Short 
Strand, intending to burn Catholic 
nationalists from their homes, as 

they had  from The Falls area a 
year earlier.  At the time, Short 
Strand was home to about 6,000 
people. Its back to the River Lagan, 
it was surrounded on three other 
sides by East Belfast and 60,000 
loyalists.

A small group of IRA volunteers 
led by Billy McKee, commander of 
the  Belfast Brigade, and members 
of the Citizens’ Defense Commit-
tee arrived at St Matthew’s Church 
and surrounding streets to hold 
back the loyalist mob. (McKee 
led a couple of other IRA men in 
1969 to try and stop the burning 
of Catholic houses in the Falls 
area- with only two .22 rifles at 
their disposal. They exchanged 
shots with a loyalist sniper but 
were unable to stop the Protestant 
mob from burning almost all of 
the houses on Bombay street and 
many others on Kashmir Road and 
Cupar Street.) 

As shooting began around St. 
Matthew’s, Stormont MP Paddy 
Kennedy along with some Short 
Strand residents went to the local 
RUC police base demanding pro-
tection for their homes. A British 
Army company finally arrived 
but simply watched the battle and 
did not intervene. After about five 
hours, the loyalists were forced 
to retreat. Three people were 
killed and an unknown number 
wounded—including McKee, who 
was shot five times.

The next day, June 28, around 
500 Catholic workers at Harland 

and Wolff were driven from the 
workplace by Protestant employ-
ees. Most of them could not return, 
and lost their jobs.

The litany of abuse of Irish 
Catholics by Britain and her loyal-
ist surrogates over the centuries is 
legion, from the murderous path 
of Cromwell and the Penal Laws, 
through the mid-nineteenth centu-
ry holocaust  of starvation, Bloody 
Sunday, the Dublin-Monahan 
Bombings; a trail of hatred, deceit 
and blood, right to present day.

Year after year on the night of 
July 11, Protestants in the 6 coun-
ties leap, sing, drink and bellow 
in a catharsis of hatred and joy, as 
bonfires the size of city buildings 
are set ablaze, consuming Irish 
(and lately Polish) flags, statues of 
the virgin, and other effigies. Why 
is so much hatred directed at Irish 
and Catholics? 

It’s institutional, of course. 
Long ago Britain had conquered 
Ireland and made its people serfs, 
sold many into slavery or inden-
ture, and further, determined to 
drive Catholicism from the land, 
which, however hard they tried, 
they could not accomplish. And 
when the War of Independence 
was done they decided to retreat 
behind a new “pale” in Ulster, 
the industrial heartland, naming 
it, unimaginatively, ‘Northern 
Ireland. (They might more ap-
propriately have named their little 
empire of exclusion “Prodhaven” 
or  “Nigelland”.)

At the time, Michael Collins and 
others believed the 6 county state 
could not sustain itself for long. 
But they apparently committed the 
always fatal mistake of underesti-
mating British determination. As 
ruthless as they were in removing 
foodstuffs from a starving Ireland 
70 years before, the British were 
equally resolute in keeping their 
new Protestant statelet alive.

Loyalists will wrap themselves 
in the union jack just as long as 
they feel that banner will support 
them in their fable of superiority. 
Having once ruled the earth, or at 
least the waves, the English are 
locked into that mindset which 
labels genocide famine, and sail 
imperially above laws made for 
lesser men.

And the empress QEII at the 
helm, Defender of the Faith, locked 
to a course which is varied with 
caution; silently laying wreaths, 
and granting honors to faithful 
dogs that kill with impunity. It 
has ever been: for the Devlins of 
the realm a bullet awaits, for the 
Paisleys an eminence.

© Mike Morley 2013          
Watch: IRISH JOURNAL TV
 IRISHTV.US ON CABLE TV:                                                                                    

Chicago: CAN-TV, Channel 19: 
Monday 7PM, Tuesday 2PM                   
North suburbs: COMCAST- 
Ch. 19 (or 35): Tuesday, 6PM                       
West suburbs: Channel 19: Tues-
day 7:30 PM 

Facebook: Irish Journal TV
E-mail: IRISHTV@att.net
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part 2

Top TIR 
Awards 2013

I n s t r u m e n t a l  A l b u m 
o f  t h e  Ye a r — S u a i m h -
n e a s - M i c h e l l e  M u l c a h y

This year’s solo effort, Suaim-
hneas, confirms this young 

woman’s status as one of the 
top two or three harpists in Irish 
music. According to our count, 
she plays 457 instruments and 
all of them brilliantly. Where 
she shines the most is on the 
harp and this album proves it. 
To be this good and this young 
is something she has earned 
and carries with graceful ease. 
All credit to her family and 
musical partners, father Mick 
Mulcahy and sister Louise. 
Never think you know what the 
Irish harp sounds like without 
listening to one of the greats, 
Michelle Mulcahy. Well done. 
Well done, indeed. Brill. Fab.

Vo c a l / I n s t r u m e n t a l 
Group of the Year – Hanz 
A r a k i / K a t h r y n  C l a i r e

Hanz contested for Male 
Vocalist of the Year in addi-
tion to his masterful 
flute playing. Kath-
ryn Claire is a won-
drous singer, and also 
gave the female win-
ner a run for THAT 
honor! Outstanding 
fiddle player. Based on 
America’s west coast, 
Hanz has both Irish 
and Japanese blood 
flowing through his 
veins. He comes from a 

musical family and has brought 
a new dimension to Irish flute 
playing. We’re not sure which 
we like better, his singing or his 
musicianship on the wooden 
flute. Kathryn is the 
brilliant and equal 
partner in this duo. 
She has a terrific 
voice which match-
es her fiddle play-
ing perfectly. They 
are two extraordi-
narily gifted talents 
who should enjoy 
a long run in Irish 
music. Couple this 
with the fact that 
they released four – you read 
that correctly, FOUR -- brilliant 
traditional albums in one year, 
and this Award is the easiest to 
decide of all. The four albums, 
which we have written about 
extensively here, include the 
currently most popular, A Win-
ter Solstice. There is also Songs 
of Love and Murder (we love the 
title!). Then there’s something 
with more spring in the air, As 
I Roved Out. And then there 
is the beautiful and haunting, 
The Emigrant’s Song/Laborer’s 
Lament. It has taken us months 
to digest all of this music and 
proclaim it what it is. A stunning 
bit of perfection and an unprece-
dented accomplishment in Irish 
music. We are overwhelmed by 
their talent and their creativity. 

Concert of the Year –We 
Banjo 3 – IrishFest Milwaukee

We saw so many performanc-
es this year that we found our-

selves debating how to choose, 
since they were all fantastic 
Let’s consider the most impact-
ful—that would be We Banjo 3’s 
run at IrishFest in Milwaukee. 
IrishFest has a mini preview 
night on Thursday evening be-
fore its annual August weekend 
begins. We Banjo 3 performed 
at that Thursday night event 
and the word went out on the 
jungle drums. Holy mackerel, 

you’ve gotta see this! Not yet 
familiar with this brand new 
group, IrishFest had scheduled 
them in what everyone calls the 
“pub tent”-a lovely little venue 
on the end of the grounds that 
seats about 100 people com-
fortably. By Friday night, the 
crowd was standing 2-3 deep, 
to catch the lads. On Saturday 
and Sunday, the crowds were 
standing 6-7 deep with even 
more turning away because 
they couldn’t get close enough 
to even hear. We were supposed 
to introduce them, but got there 
a half hour early and already it 
was so packed that we could 
not get through the crowd to 
the stage! From what we can 
see, essentially every concert of 
theirs since has been sold out. 
This group, like other iconic 
ensembles before them, seems 
to bridge the gap from the pure 
Irish traditionalist, to the more 

modern lover of the 
sound. Outstanding 
vocals from David 
Howey round out 
the picture that he, 
Enda Scahill, Mar-
tin Howey and Fe-
gal Scahill all create. 
That’s right. Two sets 
of brothers in perfect 
musical harmony. In 
all our years, we have 
never seen a stunning 

opening like this by a tradi-
tional group. The current talk 
of the business, and rightly so. 

Event of the Year –John-
ny Henry CD Release Par-
ty/ One Out of  the Fort

We hope we are not being 
too provincial by saying that 
Chicago hosted one of the 
best events of its type, ever. 
Bogfire Productions released 
brilliant Johnny Henry’s CD, 

One Out of the Fort. 
Johnny passed away 
in the late‘90’s and this 
is a compilation gath-
ered from many sources 
that highlights the es-
sence of what it is to 
be a real Sligo fiddle 
player. Johnny’s brother 
is the iconic, Kevin Henry, 
one of the great flute and 
pipe players plus a real 
shanachie for all time. 

These brothers were part of a 
musical family that continues 
to resound in the music. The 

CD release party was held at 
Chief O’Neill’s in Chicago. The 
place was packed as musicians 
came from everywhere to play 
in a mega-session designed to 
honor Johnny, Kevin, Bogfire, 
and the tradition itself. It was 
magic. It is easy to say, “you had 

to be there”, but you had to be 
there. An unforgettable night of 
fun, love, and respect. Bogfire 
released Kevin’s only album, 
the internationally aqcclaimed, 
One’s Own Place. Now Bogfire 
adds this. Thanks to Bogfire and 
the Henry family for all of this!!
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“TO InITIATe a war of aggres-
sion, therefore, is not only an inter-
national crime; it is the supreme in-
ternational crime differing only from 
other war crimes in that it contains 
within itself the accumulated evil of 
the whole”: Nuremburg War Tribunal 
regarding wars of aggression

THE PRICE of empire is America’s 

soul, and that price is too high. - 
sen. J. William Fulbright.
READERS FAMILIAR with 

Irish-America’s campaigns of the 
late1970s –early 1990s remember 
that tens of thousands of letters 
were signed in support of the Mac-
Bride Principles for Fair Employ-
ment in Occupied Ireland, for free-

ing the imprisoned-without-trial 
Joe Doherty, the tortured/framed 
Birmingham Six and Guildford 
Four, etal. 

Perhaps everyone remembers 
reports that FBI Agent Joe Doyle 
warned my Mary and me that his 
colleagues, subverted by Britain’s 
MI5, were planning crimes to 
silence us. And that weeks later 
the Langert family were murdered 
in north-suburban Winnetka and 
MI5/FBI Agent Patrick “Ed” 
Buckley, via TV’s Carol Marin, 
blamed the IRA while prohibiting 
local police from investigating 
their sole suspect, the murderer, 
David Biro, whose weapon was 
FBI Agent Lewis’ 357 Magnum. 
You will remember that MI5/
FBI agent Buckley incarcerated 
Mary, Frank O’Neill and Tony 
McCormick (both, alas, R.I.P.) and 
me in Chicago’s Federal lock-up 
(Mary hunger-struck through-
out) and tried to imprison us for 
the rest of our lives – but fifteen 
months later we proved in front 
of U.S. Judge George Lindberg 
that the FBI’s evidence against 
us, an audiotape, was criminally 
“doctored.” We walked free, but 
so did the criminals.

The sole “witness” against us, 
Bostonian John Tuttle,  brought to 
Chicago by Buckley; kept Buck-
ley busy for months obstructing 
justice by “springing” him from 
Chicago-area lock-ups, mostly for 
drunk-driving but also for break-
ing the noses of two women, one 
against the windshield when he 
crashed, and the other for “not 
paying her share of the rent.” 
Eventually Agent Buckley in-
formed the court that the last he’d 
heard from his witness Tuttle was 
Tuttle phoning him from Minne-
apolis, arrested after crashing a car 
he had stolen in Chicago.  

Also remembered is the anony-
mous tip (from Winnetka police?) 
to our attorneys to examine the 
Langert family murder investiga-
tion reports (Buckley had cun-
ningly framed  me). By then Biro 
was incarcerated. He’s serving 
Life Without Parole for two 1st 
degree murders, a homicide, home 
invasion, etc. Biro preserved my 
freedom and possibly my life by 
blabbing through his FBI cover 
into Downstate Pontiac prison. I 
owe him.

Seeking prosecution of Buck-
ley’s many crimes I contacted 
police and news media, and wrote 
to Judge Lindberg, USAGs Janet 
Reno and Ashcroft, the ACLU, 
American Bar Association, law 
schools etc., etc. Nevertheless a 
series of newspaper articles by an 
MI5/FBI mole “proved” that all of 
MI5/FBI’s crimes against us were 
to “deepen our cover” as MI5/FBI 
operatives. See the articles in my 
www.chicagomole.org. Buckley 
was labeled a “rogue agent” but 
MI5 sent him to Ireland to dupli-
cate his specialty, arrange another 
atrocity to be blamed on the IRA, 
to drive home the Good Friday 
Agreement that mandated surren-
der of the Six Counties to Britain.      

U.S. FOREIGN POLICY. It 
turns out that the crimes had to 
be sequenced, as follows: 1) all 
of the MI5/FBI crimes to terrorize 
Chicago’s Irish activists, followed 
by 2) MI5/FBI’s Omagh murders 
of twenty-nine innocents. 1 and 
2 were merely preparations for 
step 3) the surrender of Occu-
pied Ireland to Britain; and that 
surrender of territory was the in-
dispensable prerequisite for step 
4) using Britain’s military in the 
U.S.’s planned Supreme Crimes 
against Islamic nations.   

DAVID IRVINE was a tri-
umphant White House invitee 
having,  under British Spook su-
pervision, led the Ulster Volunteer 
Force murderers of nearly 1,000 
Catholics, randomly, in drive-by 
shootings of ones and twos, as 
part of Britain’s reconquest of 
“Ulster.” Irvine complained to the 
State Dept’s “U.K. desk officer” 
that U.S. policy favored the IRA. 
“Desk officer” replied; “Well, you 
know the Provisional IRA don’t 
have Buccaneer bombers, they 
don’t have aircraft carriers, and 
we need to help sew up the British 

exchequer so that we can take on 
the next big battle of the world.” 
And we all looked at him, and he 
said, “Islamic Fundamentalism.” 
That was November, 1994, and 
I was not alone, there are wit-
nesses.” (Irvine’s taped words, 
Voices From the Grave, page 450.) 
Step 4 is included here due to the 
following: the Irvine tape and its 
1994 plans for war, the otherwise 
inexplicable impunity of the MI5/
FBI’s  many crimes against us, the 
impunity of FBI Agent Lewis’ gun 
use by Biro, the refusal by law 
enforcement to prosecute MI5/
FBI Chicago crimes, the USAGs’ 
refusals, Judge Lindberg’s written 
refusal to notify law enforcement 
of crimes Buckley perpetrated 
in front of him, the impunity of 
MI5/FBI’s planning and execu-
tion of the Omagh mass murder, 
the impunity of Ireland’s gardai 
and their mole/Omagh bomb-car 
owner Paddy Dixon, the impunity 
of the Omagh RUC for “losing” 
their tape of the phoned-in bomb 
warning; their impunity for “los-
ing” the log book into which they 
had transcribed that warning, the 
George Medals with which the 
Crown rewarded RUC “incom-
petence.”

FURTHER EVIDENCE that 
Step 3 above was merely part of a 
four-step series of massive crimes 
are the following sites; www.
justiceforthecraigavontwo.com  
regarding Brendan McConville & 
John Paul Wootton,  www.friend-
sofcolinduffy.com, www.release-
martincorey.com., google Marian 
Price. Gerry McGeough’s release 
date is 2/29. (While named Brit-
ish perpetrators of the bloodiest 
atrocities remain unprosecuted.)                                                                                                                                 
WHICH BRIT REG’T starved 
your relatives? See www.irishho-
locaust.org. Contact fogartyc@att.
net or 312/664-7651.

Celtic 
Warrior Awards

Presented to an outstanding 
merchant & member of the 
North American Celtic Trade 
Association in recognition 
of active participation in the 
Celtic market thereby sup-
porting and promoting Celtic 
heritage in his/her commu-
nity, in North America and in 

the Celtic nations.
Congratulations to the win-

ners, Paddy & John Barry, of The 
Irish Boutique, Long Grove, IL.

Billy Lawless
Billy Lawless is recovering 

from a double knee replacement 
and doing very well. 

Here’s to seeing  Billy back on 
the rowing circuit soon!
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Restoration
I’ve never been more happy to 

see a New Year come.  2012 was 
nothing but loss and disappoint-
ment and the hits kept coming.

Finally I reached the point where 
I made a simple prayer that had 
staggering consequences:  “God, I 
can’t handle this pain and loss any 
more, You tell me what you want 
me to do!”

It was said more in belief than 

challenge and wow did it ever get 
results!

Almost down to my last dollar, 
the next day several job opportu-
nities cropped up along with the 
means to investigate them.  I found 
myself in a mixture of planes, trains 
and automobiles criss-crossing the 
countryside looking at new jobs in 
Chicago, Milwaukee and Virginia.  
Doors that had  been closed for 
years, especially in broadcasting, 
suddenly opened.

Sitting in a harborside Virginia 
pub having dinner with an old 
friend of mine, a Navy public af-
fairs officer who knew me when I 
was a young television reporter, I 
had to open my heart about what 
suddenly seemed like a open 
smörgåsbord of possibilities in sev-
eral different industries including 
journalism and law enforcement.

“Craig, I just don’t get it.  Clearly 
something big is happening but 
you think it would be more fo-
cused!”

Admiral Quigley, who in post-
retirement is in the midst of a new 
career toting military economic de-
velopment in the Hampton Roads 
portion of Virgina, had a ready 
answer.  You might expect that 
from someone who had counseled 
the likes of General Tommy Franks 
and Defense Secretary Don Rums-
feld in times of crucial decision.

“Jim, you need to look at all 
that is revealed and then this 
time, settle on what’s best for Jim 
McClure!”

Within a month a job in security 

opened up at a prestigious location 
in Lake Geneva, just two minutes 
from a church I had started attend-
ing. A few days later I opened up 
Craig’s List online and found a 
place to live rooming with a senior 
army sergeant whose boys went to 
my church.  That week I called a 
friend at the local FM radio station, 
and found out he was retiring from 
the all-Saturday 70’s music radio 
program.

While developing a series of au-
dition tapes for the radio station, I 
learned that two dear friends from 
high school that I used to hangout 
with visiting radio station deejays 
in the 1970’s were now living 
close by in the western suburbs of 
Milwaukee.

Their advice and encourage-
ment were invaluable and the 
next thing I knew I was in the 
radio station discussing my new 
job which would begin during the 
holidays.  The owner, a former Chi-
cago Catholic League teacher and 
Notre Dame fan, loved my being 
an alumnus of Notre Dame and 

Loyola Academy.   The program 
director saw the potential of hiring 
someone who not only knew some-
thing of 70’s music but lived the 
decade as a teen and young adult.

After spending the past year 
experiencing the loss of a parent, 
a pet and a job I was really count-
ing on, nothing felt better than as I 
walked out beneath the huge satel-
lite dish of the station the officer 
manager gave me a huge smile, a 
front door key with the WLKG-FM 
logo on it and said “Welcome to 
the Family!”

It’s been all that and more.  My 
first station e-mail was an invita-
tion to the Christmas party and the 
thoughtfulness of the co-workers 
runs the gamut from the new boss 
patiently wiping away 10 years of 
my broadcast technology rustiness 
with his studio instruction and 
the afternoon drive personality 
leaving me a personal note on the 
audio control board saying “relax, 
have fun, you’ll do great!”

If you were to peek in through 
the glass windows of the studio 
as I cue up the music and read the 
weather and listen to the songs that 
remind me of great times in high 
school and college, you’d see me 
smiling a lot, dancing a little, and 
at first crying a bit out of joy.

God really can give you the de-
sires of your heart as he promises 
in the Bible.  Sometimes it’s as 
simple as surrendering and letting 
go.  Many scriptures speak to this 
and they were a great comfort dur-
ing the past year of pain and regret.

The songs on my 70’s playlist 
do pretty good as well.  During 
my first Saturday solo running the 
program my boss, The Morning 
Man, was in the adjacent studio 
working on a program when one of 
the songs from The Carpenters he 
picked out for my show hit home:
When I was young
I’d listen to the radio
Waitin’ for my favorite songs
When they played I’d sing along
It made me smile.
Those were such happy times
And not so long ago
How I wondered where they’d 
gone
But they’re back again
Just like a long lost friend
All the songs I loved so well.

I hoped Dave didn’t see my eyes 
welling up with tears.  It truly is 
Yesterday Once More
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