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True Irish Legend Ronnie Drew Remembered
By Richie Taylor

Irish folk legend
Ronnie Drew—the former frontman of ballad
group The Dubliners—
has been given an oldfashioned Irish wake
by his family.
The gravel-voiced
singer, who passed
away on 16th August,
was waked in his Greystones, Co Wicklow
home, by hundreds of
fans, friends, family
members and neighbours before his funeral in the nearby Church
of the Holy Rosary.
Among those dropping in
to pay their respects to his son
Phelim and daughter Cliodhna—
and Ronnie himself—was composer Phil Coulter, singer Paul
Brady, Riverdance composer
Bill Whelan, Eurovision Song
Contest winner Shay Healy and
Sinead O’Connor.
Local people in Greystones supplied food and drink for mourners
who had traveled from far and near.
And Ronnie was laid-out inside in
his coffin in one of his best suits.
His agent and friend Brian hand
said: “He wanted a big party more
than anything else. This was a cel-

ebration of life. He was a real man
of the people and that was what he
wanted. So he got it.”
Ronnie was laid to rest in
Greystones cemetery after a service that include music from his
old Dubliners colleagues Barney
McKenna and John Sheehan. The
church was so full, loudspeakers
broadcast the ceremony to the hundreds outside in the car park.
Ronnie—regarded as the ultimate Dubliner—passed away after
a long battle with throat cancer.
Last year his wife Deirdre, who
nursed him through the initial
stages of his illness, contracted
cancer herself and died.

But he battled on enduring
bout after bout of exhausting
chemotherapy, supported by his
children, five grandchildren and
extended family.
Earlier this year U2 star Bono
was behind a tribute song to him
called The Ballad Of Ronnie
Drew. It reached number one
in the Irish charts and featured
contributions from The Edge,
Andrea Corr, Moya Brennan
of Clannad, Sinead O’Connor,
members of The Dubliners and
a host of others.
Ronnie was suitably embarrassed by the tribute, which was
broadcast in a TV special while
he sat in the audience. The song
was co-written by Bono and The
Edge along with contributions
from Robert Hunter, the lyricist
with legendary American band
The Grateful Dead.
While Bono attended Deirdre Drew’s funeral last year to
console Ronnie, there was no
sign of him at the singer’s own
funeral. He was believed to be on
holiday with family and friends
at his luxury home in the south
of France.
But manager Paul McGuinness was there to represent the
supergroup, while President Mary
McAleese and Taoiseach Brian
Cowen were also represented by
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aides. And colourful Pogues singer
Shane MacGowan arrived in a
black top hat to pay his respects.
The Dubliners formed in the
early 1960s and were originally
called The Ronnie Drew Group.
But the changed their name to The
Dubliners after the James Joyce
book that group member Luke
Kelly was reading at the time.
In 1967 they were the first Irish
act to appear on British chart
show Top Of The Pops singing
the controversial Seven Drunken
Nights, which was banned on Irish
radio. Nearly 20 years later they
teamed up with punk-folk band

The Pogues to appear on the same
show singing The Irish Rover.
As famed for their drinking sessions as their songs, they toured
for decades. But nearly 20 years
ago Ronnie called a halt, quit the
group and gave up drinking.
Since then he performed regularly, doing solo shows, readings,
pantomime and occasionally reuniting with the band for special
shows.
With a voice of gravel that
belied a heart of gold, he died
peacefully in St Vincent’s Hospital
in Dublin surrounded by his family.
A true Irish legend.
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zation's punishment for criminal
Nearly every week, the U.S. immigration violations. Whether
Department of Homeland Secu- a corporation will be indicted will
rity’s Immigration & Customs depend on a number of factors
Enforcement (“ICE”) issues a listed in the Department of Justice
pressreleaseannouncinganother “McNulty” memo, including the
worksite immigration raid. ICE existence of a preexisting complihas dramatically changed its ance program as well as remedial
enforcement of the immigration actions such as replacement of
laws. Rather than relying on the responsible management and
traditional use of administrative termination of wrongdoers.
fines for I-9 violations, ICE is
It is nearly impossible (nor is
bringing criminal charges against it legally required) for an ememployers and seizing their “il- ployer to confirm that 100% of its
legally derived” assets.
workforce is lawful. Fraudulent
Last fiscal year, this new ap- documents abound, and careless
proach resulted in 863 criminal employers can unknowingly hire
arrests and over 4,000 admin- workers without appropriate
istrative workplace arrests. As documentation. An immigrarecently as July 21, 2008, two top tion compliance program is one
executives for a McDonald’s fran- of the few ways that employers
chisee that owns 11 McDonald’s can exercise some control over
restaurants and the corporation their civil and criminal liability
itself pleaded guilty to federal in immigration matters. In order
felony immigration offenses and to avoid liability for immigration
agreed to pay a fine of $1 million. violations, it is critical that emAlso in July 2008, the president ployers understand, implement,
of a Cincinnati-area company and execute internal immigrawas sentenced to eight months tion compliance programs that
in prison for harboring illegal encourage due diligence at all
aliens“for commercial advantage levels in the organization.
What are the key elements to
and private financial gain.” The
company was also sentenced to include in a corporate immigratwo years’probation and ordered tion compliance policy?
1.
The policy language
to pay $2 million in fines.
What triggers an immigration should be clear and understandraid or governmental investiga- able and should plainly state that
tion? The reasons vary widely. A all employees are to comply with
disgruntled former employee or relevant federal, state and local
competitor may relay informa- immigration laws, and behave at
tion to ICE. This information can all times in an ethical manner.
2.
The Policy should reinclude information or allegations
relating to hiring or employing quire that a compliance officer be
undocumented workers. A sub- selected who will be ultimately
contractor providing temporary responsible for ensuring that the
labor to your worksite may engage company and its employees and
undocumented workers, and a agents understand the laws and
current employee may contact comply with the policy.
3.. The Policy should reICE. Recent raids have been triggered by Social Security no-match quire regular training programs
letters, even when employers for all levels of employees – from
are enrolled in government pro- senior management down to the
grams that check social security receptionists.
4.
A monitoring system
numbers and identities. A Wage
and Hour audit may result in the should be established to measure
Department of Labor’s contacting compliance with the Policy and
ICE to discuss irregularities in a its effectiveness. Ramifications
for violation of the policy should
company’s I-9 records.
Fortunately, guidelines exist be clearly outlined and applied
to help employers avoid both uniformly.
6.
In consultation with
prosecution and severe sanctions.
The United States Sentencing litigation counsel, a procedure
Commission’s federal sentenc- should be established for dealing
ing guidelines for organizations with government visits, audits,
describe a “Culpability Score.” investigations and raids. This
Pursuant to the guidelines, an procedure should be communieffective compliance and ethics cated to “front line” employees,
program is one of the mitigating including security guards, recepfactors that can reduce an organi- tionists, etc.

A family. A musical group of
brothers and sisters, a sound, a style
of music, a way of life, a volcanic explosion of talent and energy, intense
emotion, and feral passion.
Leahy is a Canadian powerhouse
of eight musical brothers and sisters
who have been playing their entire
lives. The band’s three acclaimed
CDs—Leahy, Lakefield, and In All
Things—have world-wide sales of

over half a million copies.
Leahy has won Junos for Best New
Group, Best Country Group, and Best
Instrumental Album and the Socan
award for Folk/Jazz instrumentalist,
and even allowed them to become the
subject of an Oscar winning documentary—The Leahys: Music Most of All.
Pure, authentic—Leahy continues
to be one of Canada’s most sought
after exports.

7.
Ensure that the company
provides post-audit and post-raid
training for all involved individuals
to further protect the company from
follow-up actions by the government after a raid or audit occurs.
8.
The company should
develop an internal mechanism
to address post-hire and initial
I-9 completion issues, including
instances in which third-parties
(for instance, clients or subcontractors) provide information
indicating that an employee is
not authorized to work.
9.
The policy should include clear guidelines regarding
I-9 compliance. This section of
the policy should require regular
I-9 training; identify who is authorized to complete I-9 records
for the company; ensure that I-9
documents are included in the
company’s Document Retention
Schedule; and schedule regular
internal I-9 audits to analyze
potential risks and mitigate fines
and damages prior to any government action.
10. The company should
ensure that the legal department or outside counsel reviews
subcontractor agreements involving provision of temporary
labor or services performed
on company property. These
agreements should include representations and warranties that
the subcontractor(s) will comply
with all federal, state and local
immigration laws. Employers
may also desire to include a

provision that subcontractors
will indemnify the company for
any damages and legal fees the
company incurs should they fail
to comply with applicable immigration laws.
11. Establish a decisionmaking process through which
thecompanydetermineswhether
it will sponsor a employee for
lawful permanent residence or
require the employee to bear
immigration-related costs (when
legally permitted). The company
can avoid the appearance of discrimination or disparate impact
by setting up a process that
treats employees consistently,
regardless of their national origin.
Multinational companies should
also establish a global immigration plan. Prior to the transfer of
employees, it should determine
which local immigration laws
apply and decide which costs the
company will pay.
Clearly, in light of increased
enforcement of both civil and
criminal immigration laws, employers should ensure that they
have codes of conduct and immigration compliance policies
in place in order to provide
maximum protection for their
organizations.
Gabrielle M. Buckley ©
Gabrielle Buckley is a shareholder in
the Chicago office of Vedder Price P.C.,
and chairs its Business Immigration
Practice. She can be reached at
gbuckley@vedderprice.com.
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Irish Volunteers Needed in Capetown

place at the overcrowded Site C, the
oldest part of the township with only
Selling fire extina few decent houses in the area.
guishers at the age of
sixteen, Niall Mellon
In one week, volunteers will build
became a developer,
more than 250 houses, as well as a comand had made his
munity center, and a Garden of Hope.
money riding the CeltAn additional 550 houses will be built
ic Tiger by the time he
during the year by township residents
was 35. He made his
trained in the construction trade.
mark building homes
“We’re looking for people who
for the poorest of the
want to change the lives of hundreds
poor in Capetown,
of South African families forever,”
South Africa.
says Mellon. “If you can’t come,
maybe you know someone who
A vacation to Cacan… a sister, a brother, a work
petown, South Africa
magnified Niall's Previous acting Deputy CEO and Director of External colleague. Please help us spread the
awareness of the jux- Relations of Concern Worldwide, Ireland’s largest NGO word because we need your help to
taposition of absolute working in over 30 countries in Africa and Asia, Paddy recruit volunteers.”
has been the Worldwide CEO for the charity
The sixth annual Building Blitz
wealth and absolute Maguinness
since September of last year. His previous positions
poverty. Appalled at with Concern Worldwide have included Director of program is well underway with Irish
the conditions in the Development and Director of Emergencies. He is volunteers, including more than
slums, he persuaded the current President of Eurostep, Europe’s leading 1,300 construction workers, already
an official to take development policy network, and also the Director raising funds in Ireland to participate
him into the danger- of Traidlinks, the Director of Connect World and an in the event. Each volunteer must
ous area, and he went Advisor to Gesci (a global e-schools initiative). His raise $8,000, which covers flight, acoverseasdevelopmentworkincludestimespentinPapua
about asking how he New Guinea, Sierra Leone, Turkey, Jordan, Yemen, commodation,andconstructioncosts
for the houses. The Township Trust
could help. He was Liberia, Mozambique, Bangladesh and East Timor.
covers administrative costs.
told he could help kids
“Going into the Blitz, I didn’t
get higher education using the bursary piper in the middle of the township.
system. He said he would, but he was There is plenty of singing, food, and know what to expect. My Irish friend
moreinterestedinhelpingimprovethe a bar nightly. This year they built 203 Gavin Bonnar has volunteered with
the housing project for six years and
housing he saw. Typical housing con- homes in one week!
Niall has launched a campaign to has always told me, ‘it will change
sisted of pieces of tin nailed together
creating about a 100 sq. ft. "home" recruit volunteers from the U.S. to your life,’” says Dylan Hoffman, a
with no running water, no bathroom, participate in the housing building 2007 volunteer from New York. “I
program in Cape Town,South Africa have always thought of myself as a
no floors, and no amenities.
Back in Ireland, Niall talked some from November 28 to December 6, giving person. I have supported various organizations such as the World
of his friends, mostly tradesmen 2008.
and developers, into going back to
Capetown that same year. Within 12
months they had built about 30 400
sq. ft. houses with two bedrooms, an
indoor bathroom, and running water.
After three years they had built several hundred houses.
Niall wasn't satisfied. With 10
million impoverished, he had hardly
made a ripple in the pond. He formed
a non-profit corporation, The Niall
Mellon Township Trust, and enlisted
the help of the South African Government; (20 million Euro), and Irish Dominic Loughran (C) established the Garden of Hope Charity in 2006, this is
Aid; (5 million Euro). He bought a an annex project to Niall Mellon Township Trust. In November 2007, Volunteers
construction company in Capetown, built a communal garden designed by Dominic, in Freedom Park, Cape Town,
bought out any remaining sharehold- South Africa. The funds raised by the volunteers paid for the materials used in
ers, employed South Africans, and the project. This is the first of many projects to be undertaken by the charity. It
is hoped that 100 volunteers will join the project for 2008. (l to r): Niall Mellon,
went on to build over 5,000 homes in Dominic Loughran & GAA President, Nickey Brennan.
2007! He is on a pace to reach almost
“We’re thrilled to partner with our Wild Life Federation and National
6,000 homes in 2008.
Those first volunteers numbered American friends to recruit U.S. vol- Public Radio. I have also given anaround twenty. The last wave of vol- unteers to join the Irish in our biggest nually to the police and volunteered
unteers totaled 1,380 and resembled Building Blitz yet,” says Niall Mel- on Thanksgiving soup lines. But I had
a military operation in its size and lon, founder of the Irish-based Niall no idea how much I would be affected
by this experience. Handing keys to a
scope. Upon landing, everyone is Mellon Township Trust (NMTT).
The aim is to bring over 2000 family that has been waiting 20 years
expected to be working within 45
minutes! Time spent is only one volunteers from the U.S. and Ireland for their home — a home you built
week, but what a week! They work to the Khayelitsha township, located no less — is an incredibly moving
until they are tired, and get up the approximately 25 miles outside Cape experience and something every huTown. Meaning Xhosa for “our new man being should touch upon.”
next day and do it again.
Of course, being Irish, they have a home,” Khayelitsha is one of the
Since 2002, NMTT has built nearly
good time doing it. When they arrive youngestandbiggesttownshipsinthe 5,000 houses in 10 townships in the
they are lead to the worksite by a bag- Cape Flats area. The Blitz will take Western Cape and 13 townships in

Gauteng, with 21,235 township adults
and children moving into new homes
in 2007 alone. The organization also
works alongside the South African
government to install running water
and sanitation facilities and to provide
children with a safe place to study and
a dry place to keep their school books
and uniforms. In addition, thousands
of job opportunities have been created for township residents who have
graduated the NMTT construction
trade training program.
“It gives us back our dignity to
have a key in your own door and to
open the door. It makes you feel human,” says Elize Tully, a new home
owner from the Netreg township.
2008 volunteers, mainly from
Ireland, the U.S., and other countries,
including England, Wales, France,
Germany, the Netherlands, Italy,
Finland, Lithuania and Australia, will
participate in the Blitz. More than
1800 Irish volunteers have already
been recruited, including 710 “veteran”volunteers who participated in
past efforts. Approximately 80 percent of the Irish volunteers are trades
people, representing a wide variety of
skills from carpentry to block laying.
The remaining 20% will come from a
diverse range of backgrounds, faiths,
and professions.
“Apartheid is over, but its legacy–
homelessness–remains,” says Paddy
Maguiness, Worldwide CEO of the
Township Trust. “The South Africa
government has built over 2 million

houses for the poor since the fall of
apartheid. Despite this achievement
nearly 2.5 million people still live
in shacks. This partnership adds a
new dimension to existing efforts to
change the direction of housing and
poverty alleviation efforts in Africa
and, by partnering with our friends
across the Atlantic, we can make a
real difference.”
Many elected and government
officials welcome the effort to bring
Americans on board, including House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, Congressman
Charles Rangel, Congresswoman
Carolyn Kilpatrick, the Congressional Black Caucus, and prominent
faith leaders, including Diocese
of Washington Rev. John Bryson
Change. Nobel Laureate Archbishop
Desmond Tutu and former South
African President Nelson Mandela
also support the initiative.
If you would like to join the
2008 Building Blitz this November,
or know of anyone who might be
interested, please contact Tel: (01)
4948200 Fax: (01) 494 8250
or write to: Niall Mellon Township
Trust, Taylor’s Three Rock, Grange
Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16. www.
irishtownship.com.
Address in the U.S.A.:
Niall Mellon Township Initiative
166 Madison Ave 5th Flr
New York NY 10016
212-453-5813
info@nmtownshipsinitiative.com
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Chicago Pipers’ Club Re-Forms
by Bill Margeson

The Chicago Pipers’ Club has reformed. Uilleann pipers rejoice! The
organization has had some notable
stops and starts in the past, actually
beginning in 1906 during the day of
famed Chicago Police Captain and
master collector and promoter of real
Irish music, Francis O’Neill. The organization has formed and re-formed over
the following century, following the
vagaries of interest in the Irish pipes.
The most recent rumored attempt was
in the late 1980’s, where there was a
one-meeting organizational attempt.
But, now, things are different.
As with most things of real importance in Irish traditional music, the idea
took hold in a kitchen. Specifically, that
of famed Chicago piper Pat Broaders
and equally well-regarded Kieran
O’Hare. Kieran comments, “Pat and I
enjoyedgettingtogetherforafewtunes,
a chat and the occasional drop of something cordial. We thought it’d be a great
idea to try to do the same thing with
all the other pipers, and people with
an interest in the pipes, in the Chicago
area. That’s when we decided to start it
again, and gauge the interest.”
The lads were not disappointed.
There have now been two meetings,

and there were fully 15 people at the
inaugural get together! The main
requirement for membership is that
either the person be a musician playing uilleann pipes currently, or that
the member have a real interest in the
pipes. As Pat and Kieran stress, this
is all about the uilleann pipes.
Of special importance to the Chicago Pipers Club is the membership
and support of Chicago piping and
musical icon, Kevin Henry. Kieran
continues,“Kevin came here in the midto late fifties, and befriended the likes
of Dennis Watson, and Patrick Hennelly, the pipemaker and reedmaker.
Indeed, Kevin learned his reedmaking
skills from Hennelly, who learned from
John Ennis, a contemporary of Captain
Francis O’Neill. Kevin, therefore, in
addition to being an exponent of Irish
traditional music as he learned it in Ireland, learned a whole other dimension
of the music—the pipes and reedmaking and all that lore—when he came
here to Chicago! Of course, Kevin
Henry—as well as being a universally
esteemed figure in Irish traditional
music all over the world—is the most
incredible font of Chicago piping history you could imagine.”
The Club is formed with the full

support of Na Píobairí Uilleann
(NPU), The Pipers’ Club in Dublin,
Ireland. This organization has literally thousands of members worldwide.
Kieran reflects, “The organization
was founded in 1968, when the pipes
were in a true state of decline. Now,
with its fantastic website and global
outreach efforts, a membership of
thousands all around the world and
visionary advocacy of the pipes and
piping, NPU may be the most significant conservators and evangelists of
not just piping, but Irish traditional
music that exists. Thanks to them,
and masters like Kevin Henry, it is a
great time to be an uillean piper!”
Inaugural meeting members (for
the historical record) included Kevin
Henry, Kieran O’Hare, Pat Broaders,
Patrick Cannady, Martin Brennan,
Mike de Smidt, Fred Johnson, Carl
Van Ostrand Theodore Ceplina, Chris
Sepic, Peter Fleming, John Gall Mark
Polczynski, Joe Pyle and Karen Cook.
Anyone interested should contact
Kieran O’Hare at kjpohare@gmail.
com or Pat Broaders at pat.broaders@gmail.com.
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Emerald Society of Illinois Awards
The Emerald Society Irish American Police Association will be presenting their 2008 “Irishman of the
Year” and “Police Officers of the
Year” awards at their annual Dinner
Dance to be held Sept. 26, 2008, at
the Holiday Inn Mart Plaza located
at 350 N. Orleans.
This year’s recipient of “Irishman
of the Year” award will be William
“Bill” Gainer of Gainer Consulting.
“Police Officers of the Year” awards

“It all happens in the kitchen," said Kieran O'Hare (left). Kevin Henry
(C) and Pat Broaders in the Broader family kitchen.

will go to P.O. John Fitzgerald, Chicago
Police Department, P.O. Rick Trafton,
Joliet Police Department and P.O. John
Shortall, Chicago Police Department.
www.emeraldsocietyofillinois.org.

World Class
Piping at IAHC

Sunday, October 5th will mark
a musically historic moment in
the history of Irish music in Chicago. On that night at 8pm, two of
the world’s great uilleann pipers, a
mastersingerandaninternationally
recognized uileann pipe historian
will appear at the Heritage Center.
In support of the Chicago Pipers’ Club, Na Píobairí Uilleann
(NPU) of Dublin, Ireland is sending Tommy Keane, Gay McKeon,
(the Dublin Club’s CEO) and Sean
Donnelly.They represent the zenith
of current piping talent and knowledge. Tommy and Gay, while obviously highly active in the Club, are
alsoworld-renownedrecordingand
performing artists. There can be no
morehighlyknowledgeableperson
on the history of the pipes than Sean
Donnelly. They will be joined by
singer, Muireann Nic Amhlaoibh,
also an international star, coming to
Irish music’s attention through her
work as lead singer for Danu. She
has won this paper’s, Female Vocalist of the Year Award for her solo
album, Daybreak-Fainne an Lae.
She will be performing traditional
songs affiliated with pipering.
Tickets ($20) Kieran O’Hare at
773-531-8853 kjpohare@gmail.com.
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Indy’s Irish Festival September 19-21
Indy’s Irish Fest returns to Military
Park Sept. 19-21 for its 13th-annual
celebration of the state’s Celtic heritage. Features include four stages of
live Irish music and step dancing,
as well as shopping, food, cultural
and children’s activities, sporting
events and more. More than 25,000
visitors are expected to attend the
three-day run.
Festival hours are: Friday, Sept.
19, 4:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m.; Saturday,
Sept.20, 11:30 a.m. to 11:30 p.m.;
and Sunday, Sept. 21, 10:30 a.m.
to 7 p.m.

Headliners
All making their first fest appearances – include Celtic rockers Young
Dubliners (Friday and Saturday),
Nova Scotia sibling group Barra
MacNeils (all three days), fiddle
virtuoso Liz Carroll (Saturday and
Sunday), and traditional-style musicians Cu Roi (all three days). Returning acts include Fest favorites The
Fenians (Saturday and Sunday), The
Makem & Spain Brothers (all three
days) and Brigid’s Cross (all three
days). Bagpipers and nationally and
internationally acclaimed step dancers also appear throughout the Fest.
Friday night features an early-bird
special; those arriving between 4:30
and 5:30 p.m. receive free admission.
Friday night is also College Night,
presented by NUVO. Students wearing college apparel and presenting
college ID receive admission for only
$5 per person all evening.
Other festival highlights include
the Guinness Irish Toast Contest,
presented by Indy.com, on Friday and
Saturday nights. Recently crowned
champions from 15 central Indiana
pubs compete to win a trip to Ireland.
Friday festivities also feature the Irish
Festival 5K Night Run and Walk at
8 p.m. During one of Indy’s only
night runs, participants dart through
Downtown streets to the sound of
bagpipes.

Mass will be held at the South Stage.
Gates open at 10 a.m. Visitors attending Mass or arriving prior to 11:30
a.m. receive free admission if they
bring at least one canned good per
person to donate to the St. Vincent
de Paul Food Bank.

Book Signings

John Shaughnessy

Sheep-herding exhibitions entertain, while Celtic Canine tents
feature dogs representing Irish
breeds such as Irish Glen of Imaal
Terriers, Irish Soft Coated Wheaten
Terriers, Irish Water Spaniels, Irish
Wolfhounds, Irish Red and White
Setters and Kerry Blue Terriers.
Shoppers find plenty of temptations
at an Irish market spotlighting the
wares of 30 vendors selling merchandise from Ireland. In the mood for a
little education? Returning cultural
exhibits include information about the
history of Ireland, the Great Famine,
origins of popular Irish songs, family
genealogy,notableIrishwomenandlocal Irish and Scottish organizations.
Youngsters can work off plenty
of energy in the Kids Area, featuring
a craft tent, storytelling, a coloring
contest, Irish dance lessons and more.
Wristbands, available for $5, admit
kids to a special area complete with
a Blarney castle moonwalk, a puttand-go, an Olympic run, a bean-bag
toss and other fun activities.
Adventurous kids can tackle the
Cliffs of Moher rock-climbing wall
($5). On Sunday, kids compete for
the reddest hair, greenest eyes and
most freckles. The Kids Area is open
5 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Friday, 11:30 a.m.
to 9 p.m. on Saturday and noon to 6
p.m. on Sunday.
On Sunday, a 10:30 a.m. Celtic

Midwest authors John Shaughnessy, and Cathal Liam will be on
hand to sign copies of their book (s)
and visit with show attendees. John
will be at the booth from 1 pm to 3
pm Sunday, September 21.
John’s book, One More Gift to
Give, is described as follows: “As
darkness drapes an early Christmas
morning, six people, inlcuding an
Irish immigrant, face a holiday
marked by their heartbreak instead
of the hope of the season. Within an
hour, a life-threatening emergency
will bond these six people, leading
them to an unforgettable Christmas
that could change their lives -- if they
open themselves to the one gift they
each desperately need.”
Cathal Liam is a prolific and popular writer who is currently working

on his fourth book, a biography, Fear
Not The Storm: The Story of Tom
Cullen, an Irish Revolutionary. An
early 2009 release date is planned.
His other books include Forever
Green, Consumed in Freedom’s
Flame, and Blood on the Shamrock.
Cathal writes a monthly column
in our IAN Ohio, our publication
covering everything Celtic in Ohio.
He will be on hand to sign books all
three days from 3-4:30 pm.

CD Signings
CD signings by some of the bands
performing at the fest are also a possibility at the Irish American News
booth. If interested, you can check
in daily at the booth for signings that
might be scheduled.
Indy’s Irish Fest ticket prices are:
• Weekend Pass (all ages): $20
• Adults (Advance Sale): $8/day •
Adults (Gate Price): $13/day • Students (14-18 with Student ID): $10/

7

day • Children (13 and under): Free.
In Indiana advance tickets can
be purchased at Fifth Third Bank,
Claddagh Irish Pubs, Borders, Marsh
Supermarkets and O’Malia’s, O’Brien
Family Automotive Dealerships, Killybegs Irish Import Shoppe, Fionn
MacCool’s, the Golden Ace Inn, P.J.
O’Keefe’s, Murphy’s Steak House,
the Indiana Historical Society,.
Advance ticket sales are available
through Sept. 18.
For more information, visit www.
indyirishfest.com or call the Indy’s
Irish Fest Information Line at (317)
713-7117.

A Tribute To
An Irish Mother
By Joseph R. Biden

down by two bigger guys behind my
grandfather’s house, and she sent
me back out and demanded that I, to
use their phrase, bloody their nose,
so I could walk down that alley the
next day.
When my father quit his job on the
spot because his abusive boss threw
a bucket full of silver dollars on the
floor of a car dealership to make a
point about his employees, she told
him how proud she was.
No one is better than you. You are
every man’s equal and everyone is
equal to you. You must be a man of
your words, for without your words
you’re not a man.
Her pragmatism showed up when
I was in eighth grade, a lieutenant on
the safety patrol. My job was to keep
order on the bus. My sister and best
friend Valerie acted up. At dinner that
night I told my mother and father I
had a dilemma. I had to turn my sister
in as a matter of honor. My parents
said that was not my only option. The
next day I turned my badge in.
I believe the traits that make my
mother a remarkable woman mirror
the traits that make the Irish a remarkable people. Bent, but never bowed.
Economically deprived, but spiritually enriched. Denied an education,
but a land of scholars and poets.
When I think of my mother I think
of the Irish poem ‘Any Woman’ by
Katherine Tynan:
“I am the pillars of the house; The
keystone of the arch am I. Take me
away, and roof and wall Would fall
to ruin utterly. I am the fire upon the
hearth, I am the light of the good
sun, I am the heat that warms the
earth, Which else were colder than
a stone.”
A native of Scranton, Pennsylvania, Joe Biden is Delaware’s senior
Senator and last night was honored
by the American Ireland Fund of
Washington.

My mother Catherine Eugenia
Finnegan Biden is the soul, spirit,
and essence of what it means to be
an Irish American. She honors tradition and understands the thickest of
all substances is blood.
She has taught her children, and
all children who flocked to her hearth
in my neighborhood, that you are defined by your sense of honor and you
are redeemed by your loyalty.
She is the quintessential combination of pragmatism and optimism.
She also understands as my friend
Pat Moynihan once said, there is no
“point in being Irish if you don't know
that the world is going to break your
heart eventually.”
But she is more. She measures
success in how quickly you get up
after you have been knocked down.
She believes bravery lives in every
heart, and her expectation is that it
will be summoned.
Failure at some point in everyone’s
life is inevitable, but giving up is
unforgivable. As long as you are alive
you have an obligation to strive. And
you are not dead until you’ve seen the
face of God.
My mother, I believe, is a living
portrait of what it means to be Irish
–- proud on the edge of defiance.
Generous to a fault; committed
to the end. She not only made me
believe in myself, but scores of my
friends and acquaintances believe in
themselves.
As a child I stuttered, and she
said it was because I was so bright I
couldn’t get the thoughts out quickly
enough. When my face was dirty, and
I was not as well dressed as others,
she told me how handsome I was.
When my wife and daughter were
killed, she told me God sends no
cross a man is not able to bear.
And when I triumphed, she reminded me it was because of others. This op-ed originally appeared
I remember her watching through i n T H E S C R A N TO N T I M E S TRIBUNE on March 17, 2006.
the kitchen window as I got knocked
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Chicago Gaelic News

Pat Hennessy
All Ireland Hurling Final at
Chicago Gaelic Park Sept. 7
The All-Ireland hurling final between Kilkenny and old rivals and neighbors Waterford
scheduled for Croke Park, Dublin on Sunday,
Sept. 7th will be beamed live into Chicago Gaelic Park, 6119 West 147th Street, Oak Forest, IL
starting with the minor final at 8:30am. A large
attendance is expected to see this clash of the ash
for the prestigious Liam McCarty trophy.
Champions Kilkenny, going for three in a
row and the right to be named leading caman
county in the Gaelic world, no doubt will start
as favorites, but Waterford, having beaten big
favorite Tipperary by 2 points in a thriller recently, are very capable of doing the same with
the lads from the Nore. In any All-Ireland final,
hurling or football, it is difficult to predict a
winner. This one should be no exception, and
should go all the way until the final whistle.
As a proud Kilkenny gael, I fancy the “Cats”
to bring the “McCarty” back to the Nore, but
I will not be surprised if the lads from Mount
Sion carry the famed trophy just over the border
that separates the two counties. It should be a
thriller and may the best team win.

Kilkenny and
Waterford played
a thriller in 1959.
It was a repeat of
the one in 1957
and drew a record
crowd of over
75,000. Famed
sports writer J.B. Hickey described the finals as
“the best that I have ever seen.” Kilkenny trailed
for most of the hour and for a while it looked
as if Waterford would win. But the final score
was Kilkenny 5-5, Waterford 1-17. Famed Goalkeeper for Kilkenny, the late Ollie Walsh, saved
the day for the men from the Nore as he did so
many other times. A tied game, Waterford went
on to win another memorable one, 3-12 to 1-10,
in the replay that drew almost 78,000 fans.

Benefit for Young Athlete
The big benefit to aid young Chris Doherty
will be held Sunday, September 28th from
4-10pm at Hawthorne Park, 3501 S. Laramie in
Stickney, IL. Twelve-year-old Chris developed
Hodgkins Lymphoma several months ago and
his parents have incurred huge hospital bills
for treatment, surgeries, chemo treatment, etc.,
which have almost exhausted the family’s insurance coverage.
Prior to his long illness, he was a star football and soccer player for his southwest school,
St. Symphoroso. He is also a great admirer of
the Juvenile Irish national games, hurling and
gaelic football played at Chicago each Sunday
afternoon from 2-6pm. Hopefully he will soon
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brother,” and Bro. Tom McNamara. All of
them were true Irishmen, who not only taught
the Catholic faith in addition to many other
subjects, but also instilled in us love of God,
country, culture, games, language, song, dance,
and music of the gael. God bless all of you
Brothers, may you be sitting at the right hand
of God. You will never be forgotten.
“Bro. Rice’s disciples (Christian brothers)
toiled from place to place, teaching the poor
of the human race. The underdogs of every
Congrats, Shane
land were taken by Ignatius’ hand. And in reand Bridget Martin
ward, God showed the light to end the hungry
Congratulations are extended to Shane and children’s plight.”
Bridget Martin, avid readers of our paper, on
the recent birth of a young son, Daniel John The Olympic Games
Martin. Beannact De leat, a cairde. (God bless
Watching the thrilling events at the recent
you, my friends).
Olympic Games in China I was reminded of
the games of yore, when Irish athletes, jumpers
Lay Trusts to Control “CBS” Schools
and weight throwers such as Martin Sheridan,
“Momentous,” “historic,” and “bittersweet” from Maureen O’Looney’s famed village,
were words used by Siobhan Tanner in a recent Bohola, Co. Mayo, Tom Kiely, John Connolly
issue of The Irish Catholic as she described the and others know as “The Irish Whales” won
event that marked the end of two centuries of many medals for the United States. They were
Christian Brothers involvement in education unable to take part in the games because they
in Ireland, America and thirty other countries were Irish and could only do so by affiliating
as British, but of course they refused and
throughout the world.
Brought about because of the dwindling emigrated to the U.S., where they were imOrder, Irish Christian Brothers, founded by mediately enlisted.
It is interesting to recall that John Connolly
Blessed Edmund Rice in 1824 in Callan, Co.
Kilkenny, handed over control of their 96 was the winner of the first event at Athens in
schools to “Lay Trusts.” Members of the newly 1893. He also carried the U.S. flag into the
elected Edmund Rice Christian Brothers Trusts stadium and in 1920 at London, Tom Kiely
will have control of school board appointments carried the U.S. flag and was told to lower the
and promised that the Christian ethos of the flag when he passed the Kings Royal box. Of
order would be retained in the education of course, he refused to lower the American flag
for any other flag or box. Needless to say he
over 35,000 students.
Mr. Justice Kelly, Chairman of the Trust, was cheered by the other Irish athletes and
who watched the order’s steady flow of recruits the Irish spectators, but was rebuked by the
slow to a trickle and then disappear, had the committee later.
The earliest Olympic Games were held in
highest praise for all the Brothers over the
years who had done such an outstanding job Greece in 776 B.C. And in 2008, history was
and made such and impression on the world of made when Beijing played host to 10,500
education. To that statement, all of us alumnus athletes, 22,000 media, and over 7 million
with heavy hearts will say, we were taught by visitors. Something for Chicago to get ready
for in 2016—the 100th anniversary of the
the best and we shall never forget you.
The dedicated Brothers that I shall never glorious Easter Rising in Dublin, 1916, when
forget taught in the CBS in Kilkenny City. My a handful of heroic men and women declared
favorites, as I am sure all of us have, were Bro. Ireland a republic and died defending the
Wattic O’Brien, Bro. Bill Byrne, “the hurling glorious cause.
be fit enough to resume his athletics on the
playing fields.
To help defray some of the huge expenses,
his family’s friends, neighbors, and others will
gather at Hawthorne Park to help this very
deserving cause. If you cannot attend, you can
send a check made out to KICKN4CHRIS to
Fifth-Third Bank, 5235 W. 63rd Street, Chicago,
IL 60638. For more information call Michele
Doherty, 773-716-6836.
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Irish Books and
Plays in Review
Frank West
The Resurrection of the Body
“The whole point about the supernatural is
that it can’t be scientifically tested.”
This mystery book is successful at two
very important levels. First, it is a suspenseful
mystery novel, and second, it discusses issues
that are important to each of us.
The first is that the Resurrection of the
Body is a powerful novel that quickly engages
us emotionally.
The second is that many aspects of religious
beliefs are discussed in this book.
What we believe tells a lot about us and our culture. Religious beliefs of today are closely similar
to those ancient religions.
Is religious belief a human
impulse? Is it a need of humans
to find a comforting belief to
trust against the finality of
death? Does what we believe
become real? Is there any proof
to support religious belief? Can
such beliefs even be proven?
The quotes that follow this
article give a sense of how
these questions are looked at
and appraised in this subtle, but
powerful book.
The press release says: “The
Resurrection of the Body…
explores, love, religion and madness within an
eerie and unsettling mystery!”
Maggie Hamand is the author of this outstanding novel. She “…is a journalist, nonfiction author and novelist. She is the author
of two novels and her short stories have been
short-listed for major prizes and published
in newspapers and magazines. She teaches
creative writing and lives in London.
The plot of the Resurrection of the Body
develops as a priest of the Church of England
tries to make sense of a series of strange events.
They begin on Good Friday, when a man who
has been stabbed, and is bleeding heavily,
stumbles into his church.
A post-mortem examination of the man’s
body is performed. Afterwards, the body is taken
to the hospital’s mortuary. On Easter weekend,
it disappears from there. No one knows what
happened or where it is. The police conduct an
investigation, but it is inconclusive.
Parishioners then claim to have seen the
dead man. Imagination? Delusion? Do we see
what we want to see?
Thinking of the Christ story, the police
suspect a hoax to bring notoriety to the priest’s
parish church.
As the mystery unfolds we are presented
with many questions. Questions which each
reader has to decide for himself or herself.
The ending to the mystery story is vividlystrong,andcompletelyunexpected—a
real surprise.

The Resurrection of the Body is poignant
and personal to each of us. It is a mystery for
the thinking and daring person.
*****
These quotes are particularly thoughtprovoking.
• The priest, looking at the dying man in
the lobby of his church: “… I couldn’t help
thinking of how close are the processes of
birth and death.”
• The priest thinks how others might have
viewed resurrection: “… these are the resurrection myths in other societies, Osiris in Ancient
Egypt, Atlas and Mithras in the Green and Roman
empires. Throughout ancient history we have the
same potent myths. We can’t
know exactly what these ancient
people believed, but the myths
are so similar that it’s hard not
to argue that they point to some
underlying truth, either about
human nature, or about the nature of the world we live in.”
• Thinking of death, the
priest observes: “… a contact
with death often makes us cling
more tenaciously to life and
the pleasures it can bring us.”
• The priest says: “If Christ
cametoday,thestorywouldhave
to be told rather differently…”
A local person asks: “In what way differently?”
“Well, in those days, people believed in miracles. So, in order to show that Jesus was Christ,
the evangelists had to tell stories about the virgin
birth, the resurrection, and so on, to demonstrate
to people that he was, no ordinary man. The problem is that nowadays, miracles are to most people
not an aid but an obstacle to belief.”
The Resurrection of the Body by Maggie
Hamand. Maia Press Ltd.-DuFour Editions,
London and Chester Springs, PA, 2008. 208
pages, $19.95. www.dufoureditions.com.

Collins and Churchill:
Mutual Respect
While reading Churchill: A Biography by
Roy Jenkins, I came upon Winston Churchill’s
fascinating description of his encounter with
Michael Collins.
Winston Churchill, the brave British soldier,
gifted politician, and future Prime Minister,
wrote of Michael Collins: “he supplied those
qualities of action and personality without
which the foundation of Irish nationhood would
not have been re-established.”
Churchill was an immensely experienced,
talented and courageous man. He was later to become the symbol of Britain’s bulldog defiance of
Hitler. As a younger man he was a major political
leader in Britain’s parliament, and was a member
of Lloyd George’s war time cabinet (1917-1918).
The Prime Minister appointed him to the criti-

cally important position of
Minister of Munitions during
the latter part of World War I.
Not only was he highly successful at prodding the output of military supplies, but
Churchill was instrumental
in developing the tank. He
believed tanks would end the
war and save lives.
When World War I (19141918) ended, the Prime Minister, Lloyd George,
appointed him to the very sensitive position
of Colonial Secretary. This position would
bring him into contact with Michael Collins,
the leader of Ireland’s war for independence
(1916-1921) from Britain.
Collins led the Irish forces after Eamon
DeValera had gone off to the safety of America.
Collins smashed the British system of informers and intelligence gathering that had worked
well for centuries and had kept Ireland a subject
country. He invented modern guerrilla warfare
that made it possible for the small Irish force to
stalemate the much larger British force.
Jenkins says that because of this stalemate,
the British cabinet“knew something had to be
done.” A cease-fire between the IRA and the
British army was declared in the summer of
1921, and peace negotiations began.
Even though the war was over, Eamon
DeValera, the President of the Irish Republic,
refused to go to the negotiations in London!
(Jenkins calls him “tricky”!)
Instead he sent Michael Collins to lead the
Irish delegation.
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Roy Jenkins in Churchill: A
Biography describes Michael
Collins: “… the inspired clerk
who at the age of thirty had
become a sort of Bonaparte…
a revolutionary general who
had in him an unusual talent for
combining guerrilla war with
an instinctive sense of when to
fight and when to settle.”
During the negotiations,
Churchill came to admire the young Irish
revolutionary.
Tim Pat Coogan in The Man Who Made
Ireland, states that Churchill liked and admired
Collins. Could the great statesman have seen
him as the bold, brash, brave young man that
he had been? Could he have seen in the young
man the audacity, brilliance and courage that
he so admired?
The negotiations produced a peace agreement. Finally Ireland was at peace!
Just before Collins was killed by DeValera’s
civil war companions, he had sent an oral message to Churchill thanking him for his help in
the negotiations. Churchill included this in his
autobiography: “Tell Winston that we could
never have done anything without him.”
Churchill was so impressed by Collins that
many years later he wrote in his autobiography,
The Aftermath, this tribute to Michael Collins:
“Successor to a sinister inheritance, reared among
fierce conditions and moving through ferocious
times, he supplied those qualities of actions and
personality without which the foundation of Irish
nationhood would not have been re-established.”
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Ireland 2007/2008
See Athlone & District
Tourist Guide
website - www.acis.ie
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The High Kings at Park West
Four top class performers create this unique
ensemble, reenergizing the great Irish ballads
and introducing exciting new songs from
Ireland.
For centuries Ireland was ruled by High Kings.
As their reign came to an end their deeds and
stories merged into the world of legend and myth
and the High Kings of Ireland were no more
except in story, music and song. Until now…
Finbarr Clancy, Brian Dunphy, Martin Furey
& Darren Holden—renowned vocalists and
musicians—have come together to create the most exciting Irish ballad group to emerge since The Clancy
Brothers and Tommy Makem electrified the worldwide folk revival of the 1960s—The High Kings.
Incorporating some of the classic ballad repertoire from the past
with new and exciting modern
songs in the folk idiom, The High
Kings are not to be missed and
their special performance can be
seen on PBS nationally in March.
The outstanding four-part vocal harmonies are backed by a
band which includes world-class
musicians; Martin O’Connor
on accordion, Nollaig Casey on
fiddle, Dave Keery and Ewan
Cowley on guitars, Paul Moore
on double bass and master percussionist Robbie Harris who
performs a modern, contempoMayor of Clare Madeline Taylor Quinn pictured with Mayor of Chicago Richard rary ‘dance off’ with the spectacM. Daley on Tuesday, August 19, 2008 in the Mayor’s Office at City Hall, 121 N. ular Irish dancer, Mick Donegan,
formerly of Riverdance.
LaSalle St., Chicago, Illinois, USA.
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The Elders Performing at Chicago Celtic Fest
Celtic Rock legends,
The Elders, will be performing at the Chicago
Celtic Fest on September 13th, they will take
to Petrillo Music Shell
stage at 6pm. Admission
is free!
In case you haven’t
already heard, The Elders
are a group of Kansas City
musicians with a passion
for Celtic music, joined by
an Irishman with a love of
all things American, creating a cross-pollination
of elements that are high octane and rooted in
tradition. Since forming in 1998, The Elders
have brought their musical mix of roots rock,
powerful vocals, blazing instrumentals and
top-notch songwriting to festivals, pubs and
theaters across the United States and Ireland.
The group is fronted by charismatic Irishman,
Ian Byrne from County Wicklow, backed by a
group of amazing musicians including guitarist
Steve Phillips (The Rainmakers), bassist Norm
Dahlor (Tommy Shaw Band), violinist Brent
Hoad, drummer Tommy Sutherland, and keyboardist Joe Miquelon (Asleep at the Wheel).
All are well-known veteran musicians having
playedinnumerousrecordingandtouringbands
before forming The Elders.
Their last CD, Racing the Tide, was awarded
the title Celtic Rock Album of the Year by The
Irish American News in Chicago, “These boys

have left their mark on fans everywhere with
their talent, energy and their breakthrough album, Racing the Tide. Their latest release, the
entertainingandtightlypaceddocumentary,The
Elders: Alive and Live in Ireland, chronicles the
adventure which took the band and devoted fans
from the USA to Ireland in March 2007, making
their way east to west on a wonderful and memorable journey. Alive and Live in Ireland was first
screened at the Kansas City Film Festival in
September to great reviews. Festival organizers described the documentary as “…nothing
you’ve ever seen before…”. The DVD package
features an exclusive live CD of 13 memorable
Elders tunes, including the title track of their
latest studio CD, Racing The Tide.
The Elders: Alive and Live in Ireland
DVD & Racing the Tide CD is on Pub Tone
Records and available at www.Eldersmusic.
com and at www.amazon.com.
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Healy Law
Martin J. Healy, Jr.
Senior Partner

This is the next of a series of columns on how the law can impact your
life. Each month we will focus on various aspects of the law relating
to personal injuries, those that happen both on-the-job and otherwise,
including mishaps which occur in driving vehicles, using products and
receiving medical care. The column will also respond to legal questions
relating to personal injury that are sent to us.
The Healy Law Firm is comprised of eight trial attorneys, two of whom
are from Ireland. We are located downtown at 111 West Washington
Street, Suite 1425, Chicago, Illinois 60602 (800-922-4500 or 312977-0100). www.HealyLawFirm.com. The firm concentrates in the
representation of injured victims of all types of accidents.
Readers are encouraged to call or write with questions concerning
personal injury law.

Immigration Status Does Not Affect Right to Sue
or Obtain Workers’ Compensation Benefits
An important issue commonly
facing workers and individuals or
families injured by others is whether
immigration status affects rights to
recover benefits under the Illinois
Workers’ Compensation Act or the
right to sue in court to recover damages. It is not uncommon for employers, insurers and others to attempt to
intimidate injured workers to prevent

them from accessing benefits by
threatening to bring into question
immigration status of the injured
worker, witnesses or co-workers.
Such behavior is not only wrong, but
has no basis in the law.
The Illinois Workers’ Compensation Act is specifically designed
to provide workers injured on the
job, often breadwinners, crucial

benefits that are needed when
injuries prevent the worker from
earning wages. The Act provides
that employers’ insurance carriers
provide 2/3 of a disabled workers’
average weekly wage for the time
that the worker is temporarily totally disabled. Moreover, employers’
insurance carriers are responsible
to pay all reasonable and necessary
medical bills, including emergency
room, hospital, doctor, physical
therapy and surgical bills incurred
as a result of an on-the-job injury.
Additionally, if a worker sustains
a permanent injury, he may be
entitled to an award based on permanent partial disability.
The Act provides that in death
cases non-resident alien workers’
families are entitled to one-half of
death benefits available to families
of documented workers or U.S. citizens. However, the Act contains no
such reduction as to temporary total
disability, medical or permanency
benefits based on immigration status
in cases that do not involve a fatal
injury. Workers and their families are
entitled to and deserve full benefits
when on-the-job injuries prevent a
worker from providing for his family,
especially during the difficult time
following a serious injury.

Constitutional and
Statutory Protections
The Fourteenth Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution guarantees
the right to every person within the
borders of the United States, regardless of citizenship, the right to equal
protection under the law. The Civil
Rights Act ensures that all persons
within the borders of the U.S. are
guaranteed the right to bring lawsuits
against those that cause them injury
without regard to whether they are
in the country legally or not. This
is important because those without

settled immigration status or those
out of status are often most vulnerable and adversely affected by an
interruption in income caused by a
serious injury.
Aside from the immigration status
of injured persons or their families
who may need to pursue legal action,
the status of witnesses, such as coworkers may be at issue. Witnesses
with crucial information about an
incident often are reticent for fear
that questions about their immigration status might predispose a judge
or jury against them or, worse, bring
trouble to them if they come forward.
Fortunately, strong protections are in
place to ensure that witnesses with
relevant information and litigants
with legitimate claims are able to
access the court system.

Recent Jury Verdict
Recently, Martin Healy, Jr.,
Jack Cannon and David Huber
of The Healy Law Firm obtained
a verdict on behalf of the family
of a Mexican laborer killed by a
drunk driver while in the custody
of police officers in the Town of
Cicero. The man was involved in
an argument on the sidewalk in
downtown Cicero on Halloween
night, 2004. Cicero police officers arrived at the scene and
parked on 56th Court parallel to
traffic on Cermak Road, a main
thoroughfare. The officers did not
illuminate their emergency lights,
despite their training, and despite
the heavy traffic. They ordered the
man to stand behind the squad car,
in the middle of the intersection,
just inches from passing traffic. A
drunk driver, passing on the street
at a high rate of speed, hit another
vehicle, lost control and crashed
into the squad car, pinning the
man between the vehicles. His
legs were severed at the knees, and
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he was thrown to the sidewalk. He
died the next day, leaving a widow
and six children in Mexico whom
he supported as a day laborer.
The man had emigrated to the U.S.
six years earlier on a work permit.
The judge in the case ruled that the
man’s immigration status was not
relevant to the issues in the case. The
man’s family was entitled to pursue
a wrongful death claim against the
drunk driver and the Town of Cicero, whose police officers ordered
him to stand in the path of traffic.
Additionally, the judge ruled that
witnesses called to testify about the
events leading up to the man’s death
could not be questioned regarding
their own immigration status. This
ensured that witnesses could testify
about what they saw and heard that
evening without fear of intimidation
or bias against them as a result of
their immigration status. After deliberating for about three hours, the jury
returned a verdict of $7.5 million for
the family of the worker.
Workers, individuals and families injured because of the fault
of others are entitled to the same
access to the courts as anyone in
the U.S. The immigration status of
witnesses does not automatically
make them unreliable and should
not deter them from coming forward to speak the truth. Fortunately,
the law, including the Constitution
of the United States and the Illinois
Workers’ Compensation Act, as
well as numerous appellate court
decisions contains strong protections for workers, individuals, their
families and witnesses, which ensure equal access to the courts.
David P. Huber

Guinness
Oyster Fest Sept 6
While it seems as if Chicago just
finished a very long winter (and an
even shorter summer), fresh oysters,
Guinness beer and music are on the
menu for Guinness Oyster Fest
on Saturday, September 6, from
Noon-11pm at 2000 W. Roscoe (at
Damen) in Roscoe Village.
To some, this post-Labor Day
event heralds the unofficial start
of fall. Among the music stage
performers are hot Los Angeles
alt-rockers Carolina Liar (“I’m
Not Over”) and Irish-American
hip-hop/rock singer and songwriter
Everlast (aka Erik Schrody), former frontman for the hip-hop group
House of Pain.
Gate donation is $5. Proceeds
benefit the Roscoe Village Chamber of Commerce.
For more info call 773.868.3010
or visit www.chicagoevents.com.
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hooliganism
Mike Houlihan

Back in July, while surfing
the Internet I came across some
paparazzi pictures of celebrity
Lindsay Lohan picking her nose.
After first feeling sorry for her I
reconsidered and pronounced my
judgment, “That’s what she gets for
not wearing any panties!”
If you’re going to flaunt your
bum in public then don’t cry when
cameras catch you doing a little
nostril housecleaning.
On this same site, “Celebrity
Sluts,” I came across a young
lady named Candice Houlihan.
Wow, I thought, it looks like a
Houlihan is finally going to break
into the big-time.
Now I’ve been accused of besmirching the Houlihan name myself
on more than one occasion.
Cook County Assessor Jim
Houlihan, probably the most famous Houlihan in Chicago, has
never really complained though.
He’s a friend from the old neighborhood and understands very well that
we can’t all be perfect.

And while my surname seems
pretty common among the Irish, I’m
always a bit surprised and pleased
when a Houlihan makes the news.
We’ve been lumped in with the mob
of Hooligans who regularly run
amok at soccer matches for so long
that when a Houlihan actually does
somethingworthwhileit’simperative
that I salute them.
Candice Houlihan was in the
news that day because she had just
gone public about an affair she had
with NY Yankees slugger Alex Rodriguez, aka “A-Rod”.
Candice told the Boston Herald
that she had hooked up with A-Rod
not once but twice in a Beantown
hotel room while the Yankees were
in town to play the Red Sox. She
didn’t hold back on any of the
details of their assignation and her
salacious story was the talk of the
East coast tabloids.
Candice is a 32-year-old hairdresser, who happens to be a former
stripper and pole dancer at a joint
called “Centerfolds”. As for sleeping

with a married man, Houlihan said,
“I’m not a bad person. I know how it
feels to be cheated on, it sucks. But a
couple of drinks later, I didn’t notice
that much, to tell you the truth.”
Spoken like a true Hooligan,
Candice my dear.
A-Rod has also been linked
to Madonna in the tabloids and
Candice had an opinion on that as
well, “I think Alex is definitely her
type. He is successful, gorgeous,
athletic, and tanned. What woman
wouldn’t want that?”
Tanned?
I started googling Candice immediately to try and contact her for
an interview with the Irish American
News. Unfortunately I think her 15
minutes of fame were all she wanted
because she would not return my
third party phone calls or emails.
She did consent to be my “friend” on
Facebook however, so I’ve got that
going for me.
But what makes me especially
proud of Candice is her claim that
she helped the Red Sox win the 2004
World Series Championship. Candice told the Boston Herald that she
threw Alex Rodriguez off his game
after a two-night stand of grueling
sex during the 2004 ALCS between
the Red Sox and the Yankees.
Like any good Houlihan, Candice
took one, (actually two), for the team.
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A-Rod hooked up with the Fenway
Park cutie the night before the Yanks
blew the big game. Candice told the
Boston fans, “He said he had a big
game the next day. I like to say I
helped us win. I reversed the curse.”
She is a Houlihan nonpareil.
The “curse” she is referring to
is the 86-year gap between World
Series’ for the BoSox, also known as
the “curse of the Bambino”. When

the Red Sox traded Babe Ruth to
the Yankees they stopped winning.
Before Candice Houlihan arrived on
the scene the Red Sox had not won a
series since 1918.
Does that sound familiar Cub
fans? Lou Pinella should contact
Houlihan immediately and have
Candice start hanging out at Wrigley
Field. Maybe he can get her a date
with Bartman!

Additional Pay Options at Drivers Facilities
Illinois Secretary of State Jesse
White and Illinois State Treasurer
Alexi Giannoulias say customers
can now use MasterCard, American
Express and Discover credit or debit
cards to pay driver’s license and identification card fees, as well as vehicle
renewals and registrations.
Beginning in mid-July, 137 Secretary of State facilities began ac-

cepting the bankcards. The office is
projecting that two million customers
will use credit cards in 2009.
The processing fee for using the
credit card is 65 cents or .021 percent
of the amount of the transaction,
depending on which is greater. For
example, a $10 transaction would
cost $10.65, while a $78.00 renewal
would be $79.64.

Chicago West Driver’s
Facility Temporarily Relocated
The Illinois Secretary of State’s officehastemporaryrelocateddriverand
vehicle services at the Chicago West
facility at 5301 W. Lexington during
renovation. The project is scheduled
for completion in November.
The full service facility will undergo renovation that will temporarily move vehicle and driver services.

Vehicle services, which provides
services like license plate renewals
and vehicle and title registration, will
be moved to the driver’s division, located on the west side of the building.
The driver’s division, which provides
services like license and state ID
renewal, will be moved to a trailer
in the southwest parking lot.
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Beyond the
Abbey
Sean Callan
E-mail: Irishquill@aol.com.

Brideshead Revisited is probably
worth a visit if only for the elaborate costuming (by Irish designer
Eimer Ni Mhaoldomhnaigh), pageantry and spectacular vistas and
scenery of the English countryside
and Italy. But the movie could have
benefited from being revisited
again by its script writers and director. There is too much choppiness
and an uneven story line. Perhaps
that was to be expected when the
movie makers were boiling down
a complex novel by Evelyn Waugh
(first published in 1945) which had
already been made into a popular
miniseries (in 1981.)
The movie, at least on the surface,
is a tale of young adulthood, the second 17 years in the life of Charles
Ryder. Ryder, an ambitious young
chap of comfortable but plebian an-

cestry, would like to rub shoulders
with the English aristocracy. He
arrives at Oxford University around
1930 and immediately befriends or
is befriended, depending on how
one looks at it, with one of the
upper crust, Lord Sebastian Flyte.
After that, the melodramatic saga
weaves its way through the intricate
web of the relationships of Sebastian’s mother, Lady Marchmain—
brilliantly portrayed by Emma
Thompson, Sebastian’s sisters the
Ladys Julia and Cordelia and the
father Lord Marchmain. The father
has opted out of the family and the
estate at Brideshead and has exiled
himself with his mistress in Venice.
The movie ends in the dark days of
WWII, when the world has been
turned upside down and the aristocracy no longer is what it once was.

Religious Theme
Underneath the surface, the movie is
not about simple ambition and striving
to create a life for oneself in adulthood.
Instead, it is a religious struggle—for
the souls of the various individuals
involved. The fight pits Charles, a
humanistic atheist against Sebastian’s
dictatorial mother who is infused with
such zealous Roman Catholic faith and
a need to dominate that she tyrannizes
and alienates her whole family.
The mother’s religion is uncompromising. It is of the cut-you-no-slack
Jansanistic variety, the repressive
Calvinistic brand of Catholicism that
flourished in England and Ireland for
the first half of the 20th Century. It saw
sin and immorality as mostly sexual in
nature. It took no prisoners in matters
of humanistic accommodation and, in
my view, it sowed the wayward seeds
that reaped the pedophilic sexual
scandals of the Irish (and by extension
its descendant American) Church in
the second half of the last Century.
Sebastian’s defense against his
mother is to refuse to grow up. He
remains infantile, says he hates her,
drinks heavily, plays around with
Charles and seeks solace from his
well-worn stuffed teddy bear. The two
boys engage in self-indulgent romps
that may or may not be homosexual.
They cavort on landscaped lawns at
Brideshead, swim naked in ponds,
have close physical contact, and
even share a kiss. But whether their
relationship is truly sexual is never
disclosed. One is left to wonder.

Charles’ Failure
Lady Marchmain, concerned that
she cannot get her son to do her bidding and that he is drinking too much,
recruits Charles as an ally. Deciding
to overlook Charles’ self-proclaimed

atheism for the greater good of her
son, she encourages their friendship.
But Charles is drawn to Lady Julia
and his relationship with Sebastian
is compromised when Sebastian
comes across the pair in an embrace.
The mother is furious and banishes
Charles from Brideshead. Charles
departs, gets married, becomes a
successful painter, and has nothing
to do with the family for years. Then
he becomes involved again.
The mother, continuing to be alienated from Sebastian, comes to Charles
seeking his help. At this point, she is ill
and wants to reconcile with Sebastian
who is living in abroad in Morocco.
Charles agrees to try to get Sebastian
to come back, but is unsuccessful.
Sebastian, now a florid dipsomaniac,
refuses to return to England to make
up with his Mum. She dies without
him, a victim of her uncompromisingly rigid faith that has poisoned their
relationship. Then, the terminally ill
Lord Marchmain shows up at Brideshead; he has returned to England from
Italy to die at his ancestral home. He
is shriven on his deathbed by a priest
played by Irish film star Niall Buggy.
(Dublin-born Buggy is a former Abbey actor. He has played the role of
clergyman in 7 of his last ten Pictures.)
Charles and Julia now both married
meet again and engage in an affair. But
after his divorce she refuses to marry
him because of religious scruples.
More fall-out from her strict Catholic
upbringing. Paradoxically, religion
saves Sebastian. He enters a monastery
as a lay brother and finds peace of
mind and salvation there.
Waugh, an Anglican who converted to Catholicism as a young man,
referred to Brideshead Revisited as
his “magnum opus.” Many of its
characters and situations are thought
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to have been based on people and
experiences from his own life. His
religion was devout and he was furious with the changes resulting from
Vatican II. Most of all, he abhorred
the loss of Latin ritual and died disillusioned. Overall, Brideshead Revisited is a better than average film—but
it is less than masterpiece theater.

Shapeshifters Theatre
2008 Fall Production
Shapeshifters Theatre will present
The Day Patient, directed by Robert
Ayres on Friday September 26–Sunday
Oct 18. Fridays and Saturdays at 8pm,
Sundays at 3pm. The Day Patient,
written by J. Sean Callan (author of
this column) tells the story of a Dublin
housewife who falls into a coma after
complications during routine surgery.
Struggling to find the cause, her husband is up against the forces of both an
arrogant surgeon and a hospital executive more concerned on the hospital’s
image and insurance premiums. His
struggle to help his wife demonstrates
how the power of love and faith in the
quest for truth can overcome the most
tremendous of odds. Shapeshifters
Theatre is located in the Irish American Heritage Center, 4626 N. Knox
Ave, Chicago, IL 60630. Tel: 773 282
7035. Admission $12–15.

The Girl in the Train
at the Athenaeum
Chicago Folks Operetta brings the
charm and humor of the Viennese
waltz operetta genre to life in Chicago with its imaginative production
of The Girl in the Train at The Athenaeum Theatre, 2936 N. Southport
Ave. in Chicago.
The Girl in the Train tells the
story of young Gonda van der Loo,
a practitioner of free love, and her
chance encounter on a train. Gonda,
while travelling on an overnight train
to Holland, finds herself without a
sleeping car berth. A young gentleman, Karel van Lyssweghe, generously offers his compartment to her.
The two, however, become locked
in the compartment. Their cries and
knocks go unheard and they are
forced to spend the night together.
Young Karel’s wife finds out and
they are soon headed to divorce court.
After many complications and high
jinks the two are reunited and even
the divorce court judge finds love.
The operetta will be performed in
English and performances will take
place on Sept. 12 and 13 at 7:30pm;
Sept. 14, at 2pm; Sept. 19 and 20, at
7:30pm; and Sept. 21, at 2pm.
Tickets are $25 for adults and $22
for seniors, and are available from
Ticketmaster at 312-902-1500 or
ticketmaster.com.
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The People’s Temple

Steppenwolf’s
Dream Chicago
Free Performance
Steppenwolf Traffic will present
Dream Chicago, a collection of
short stories and songs exploring
the “Chicago Dream” on Monday,
September 8 at 6:30pm, at Millennium Park’s Jay Pritzker Pavilion as
part of the 4th annual Blockbuster
Week. Admission is FREE.
Dream Chicago will feature
seven pieces by contemporary
Chicago writers performed by Steppenwolf ensemble members Alana
Arenas, Ian Barford, Robert Breuler,
K. Todd Freeman, Frank Galati, Ora
Jones and Martha Lavey. Writers
include Sandra Cisneros, Elizabeth Crane, Stuart Dybek, Tony
Fitzpatrick, Idris Goodwin, Billy
Lombardo and Dawn Tuner Trice.
Chicago Jazz singer Maggie Brown
will also perform several songs
that represent the spirit of Chicago,
written by her late father—musician,
playwright, poet and civil rights
activist Oscar Brown, Jr.—and others. Dream Chicago highlights the
visionary dreams from the past that
gave character to the “City of Big
Shoulders” and inspired its people
to imagine a collective future.
Millennium Park’s 4th annual Blockbuster Week runs from
September 3–11, featuring free
performances by Chicago’s worldrenowned performing arts organizations The Joffrey Ballet (Sept. 11),
Lyric Opera of Chicago (Sept. 6)
and Steppenwolf Theatre Company
(Sept 8.) along with a live taping
of NPR’s Wait Wait…Don’t Tell
Me! (Sept. 4) and Andrew Bird in
Concert (Sept. 3).
312.742.1168 or
www.millenniumpark.org.

American Theater Company
(ATC) kicks off its ambitious
Season 24 with The People’s
Temple. The production will run
September 4–22 at American
Theater Company, 1909 W Byron
St. in Chicago.
1978. Jonestown, Guyana.
An interracial religious group,
lead by their charismatic leader
Jim Jones, move to the remote
jungles of South America to build
a utopian community. From the
creators of The Laramie Project
comes this premiere production
combining actual interviews with
survivors and family members
and live gospel music to tell the
untold stories of a community
that dreamed of a better life, and
its shocking demise.
The People’s Temple was researched and written over the
course of six years and includes
first-hand interviews with former
Temple members, family members and survivors of the November 18, 1978 Massacre—many of
whom have remained silent for
over twenty years.
For reservations or performance schedule, call 773-9291031 or visit www.atcweb.org.

Mamma Mia!
Returns to Chicago
Several Chicagoans, including Susie McMonagle (Donna
Sheridan), Michael Aaron Lindner
(Harry Bright), and Nathan Alan
Johnson (Ensemble) will perform
in the national touring production
set to hit Chicago’s stage this fall.
Broadway In Chicago will present the national tour of Mamma
Mia! for a limited two-week engagement in Chicago September
17–28, 2008 at the Auditorium
Theatre of Roosevelt University
(50 E. Congress Pkwy).
For performance schedules
and tickets ($30-$85), visit www.
mamma-mia.com or www.BroadwayInChicago.com.

Caroline, Or Change at Court Theatre
Court Theatre kicks off its
2008-09 season with the longanticipated Chicago Premiere of
Tony Kushner’s Tony-nominated
Caroline, or Change. The production will run September 11–October 19, 2008 at Court Theatre,
5535 S. Ellis Avenue in Chicago.
The coins that 8-year-old Noah
carelessly leaves behind in his
pockets are more than just spare
change to Caroline Thibodeax, an
African American housekeeper
working in a stifling basement

laundry room in Louisiana in
1963. Blending blues, gospel, and
traditional Jewish melodies in a
breathtaking score, this deeply
personal story from Pulitzer
Prize-winner Tony Kushner (Angels in America) is drawn from the
playwright’s own childhood. The
vast social change taking place
in 1960s America is the perfect
backdrop for a powerful story that
the Boston Globe called “from
beginning to end a masterpiece.”
www.courttheatre.org

Tony Nominee
John Herrera in
The Medium At Large
Village Players Performing Arts
Center announced that former Chicagoan and Tony Nominee John
Herrera has arrived back in Chicago
to rehearse the World Premiere musical The Medium at Large. His return
to Village Players, where he first appeared 30 years ago, is a delightful
homecoming for the theatre.
The show explores what if those
who have passed on have never really
left us at all? It’s possible! The plot
follows Bruce, a medium-at-large, as
he plays matchmaker in this world
and the next. As Bruce says, “Ask to
be guided, life isn’t one-sided.” The
Medium at Large asks audiences to
set skepticism aside for an evening
of romantic high jinks.
The Medium at Large opens October 17th at the Mainstage Theater of
the newly renovated Village Players
Performing Arts Center located at 1010
W. Madison St. in Oak Park. www.
village-players.org or 866-764-1010.
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Love In The Middle Ages Playing in Oak Park
It’s the Dating Game for all those
over 40! Join Jennifer as she discovers single people from her parent’s
generation struggling with many of
the same problems she does today.
Whether you’re a Baby Boomer or the
offspring of one, this show brings all
our similarities and differences into
focus. Love in the Middle Ages features book and lyrics by Scott Urban
and music by Robert Solone, both
Chicago writers, and was based on a
concept by Urban and Patricia Rataj.
PresentedintheMainstageTheatre

of the newly renovated Village Players Performing Arts Center located
at 1010 W. Madison, Oak Park, IL,
Love in the Middle Ages runs through
September 21, 2008. Show times are
8pm for all Thursdays, Fridays, &
Saturdays, and 3pm for all Sundays.
Tickets are $25 for adults and $20 for
Students & Seniors. Plenty of parking
is available on the street.The theatre is
handicap accessible; please call ahead
to arrange for special seating. Tickets
available at www.village-players.org
or by calling 866-764-1010.

Steppenwolf’s
August: Osage
County to Play
London Theatre

The well-laid political plans of Senator Charles MacGruder (Terry Hamilton, left) and
his wife Estelle (Penny Slusher, right) are derailed with the arrival home of their son
Beany (Joe Sherman, center) in TimeLine Theatre’s Chicago premiere of Gore Vidal’s
1968 political comedy WEEKEND, directed by Damon Kiely, Aug. 20–Oct. 12, 2008.
For complete information, visit timelinetheatre.com. Photo by Lara Goetsch.

SteppenwolfTheatre Company’s
Pulitzer and Tony Award®-winning
American play August: Osage
County by ensemble member
Tracy Letts, directed by ensemble
member Anna D. Shapiro, will
play an eight-week engagement
at London’s National Theatre
(Lyttelton Theatre) November 21,
2008–January 21, 2009.
Nicholas Hytner, Director of
the National Theatre said: “The
National Theatre is thrilled to
renew its association with Steppenwolf, and to host the company that
represents for London audiences
the American theatre at its most
exciting. August: Osage County is a
tremendous play; the Steppenwolf
production of it lifted me out of my
seat. I could not be happier to be
presenting it to the British public
and to be continuing the relationshipbetweenthegreattheatrecities
of London and Chicago.”
August: Osage County tells
the explosively funny tale of the
Weston clan, triggered by the recent
disappearance of the family patriarch. With rich insight and brilliant
humor, Letts’ critically-acclaimed
play paints a vivid portrait of a
Midwestern family at a critical
turning point.
www.steppenwolf.org. www.nationaltheatre.org.uk.

Silk Road Theatre Project opens
their 2008–2009 theatre season with the
Midwest Premiere of Yohen by Philip
Gan Gotanda.The production runs Sept.
18–Nov. 2, 2008, in Pierce Hall at The
Historic Chicago Temple Building, 77
W. Washington St, Chicago.
A divorced Japanese woman and
an African American GI meet in postWorld War II Japan and fall in love.

Silk Road Theatre Project Presents Yohen
After decades of struggle, they have
found an accepting Los Angeles suburb to call home—but their peaceful
world is changing. More than a study
of clashing cultures, Yohen is the poetic,
resonant story of two partners who discoverthatintimaterelationshipschange
withenvironments—andlove,however
time-tested, is never constant.
www.srtp.org.

PRS Realtors

10450 S. Western Avenue, Chicago
Conveniently located in Beverly.

773-233-4700
Margaret Corbett
Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Now Serving the
Entire Chicagoland
and Suburan Areas.
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Acappellago Auditions
Acappellago, an adult volunteer a
cappella chamber choir performing
in the western suburbs is holding
auditions for new singers for its
seventh season. Auditions are open
to sopranos, altos, tenors and basses.
Auditions are by appointment until
the first rehearsal, which is Sun., Sept.
14, 2008, at 6pm in Naperville.
Acappellago is rapidly devel-

oping a reputation for presenting
rarely heard, yet audience-friendly a
cappella music. The seventh season
will include two performances of
Escape to…The Mystery of Christmas, which will be presented on
Dec. 6 & 7, 2008 and two performances of Escape to…Broadway, body Estate in Oak Brook and the
on March 28 & 29, 2008. Perfor- Naperville Congregational Church.
mances are held at Mayslake Pea- Other 2008-2009 performances

will include an appearance at the
Museum of Science and Industry’s
“Christmas around the World” on
Sat., Dec.13, 2008, a benefit recital
on March 14, 2009, and National
Anthem performances at sporting
events in the summer.
To arrange an audition, please call
708-484-3797 x.2 or send e-mail to:
music@acappellago.org. www.acappellago.org.
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Sandhogs
Premiers Sept 7
For more than 150 years, a legendary band of mostly unknown urban
miners has toiled in obscurity far below
the streets of New York, risking their
lives to enable the daily workings of
the world’s most well-known city. They
are the builders of water and sewage
tunnels, subway systems and bridge
footings, all of which are the most
crucialandunderappreciatedelements
of the city’s infrastructure. Their union,
leadership and brotherhood reflect the
age-old spirit of the American dream.
Their history and work is revealed in
the new weekly “American Originals”
series, Sandhogs, premiering Sunday,
Sept. 7 at 10pm ET on History™.
The Sandhogs work in conditions so
dangerous that they lose an average of
a man a mile, but they never back down
from the work that needs to be done.
Their dedication is based on a brotherhood that has been handed down
through the generations, and which
lives on today. While the work is just
as dangerous as it was a hundred years
ago,bigstridesandimprovementshave
made the job safer over time; but many
of the Sandhogs’ century-old working
methods are still used.
Today is a golden age for Sandhogs
as they are working on a number of
projects that are essential to the future
lifeblood of New York City. The series
takes a look at four important projects:
Water Tunnel Number 3 - The city’s
third water tunnel, began in 1970,
and scheduled to be completed by
2013, is the largest public works
construction project in the history
of New York City.
Croton Water Filtration Plant –
This will connect a water tunnel
originally built in 1890 to the plant,
filtering some of New York’s water
supply for the first time.
East Side Access – This enormous
undertaking will provide Long Island
Rail Road service to Grand Central
Terminal for 160,000 customers a day.
The new connection will among other
things increase the LIRR’s capacity
into Manhattan, dramatically shorten
travel time for Long Island and
eastern Queens commuters traveling
to the east side of Manhattan and
provide a new commuter rail station
in Sunnyside, Queens.
7 Subway Line Extension – This
key project plan will extend the IRT
Flushing Subway Line, which carries
the # 7 service, westward from its current terminus at Times Square and is
intended to aid redevelopment of the
west side of Midtown Manhattan.
Sandhogs focuses on the workers,
current projects, history and legacy
of these extraordinary men. www.
History.com.
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Dr. Jekyll & Mr.
Hyde at Northlight
Northlight Theatre opens its 20082009 Season with the Chicago Premiere of Robert Louis Stevenson’s Dr.
Jekyll & Mr. Hyde, in a fresh adaptation
by Jeffrey Hatcher, directed by Jessica
Thebus. The production runs September 17-October 26, 2008, at Northlight
Theatre, 9501 Skokie Blvd in Skokie.
What happened the night that
Henry Jekyll died? Against the
backdrop of Victorian London,
the respected doctor has begun to
display alarmingly erratic behavior
toward his friends. At the same time,

Irish
Diaspora
Charles Brady
a mysterious figure haunts the city’s
streets under the cloak of the London
fog. Nationally renowned playwright
Jeffrey Hatcher brings Robert Louis
Stevenson’s classic tale to life with
a fiendishly clever and theatrically
innovative new adaptation, with four
actors playing Mr. Hyde.
(847) 673-6300; www.northlight.org.

Streamers at Gift Theatre
1965. Boot camp is over, and now
four young soldiers wait to be deployed
into an ever-escalatingVietnam conflict.
As anticipation, race, and sexuality
climb to dizzying heights, a free fall
begins that perhaps no man will survive.
Streamers, a Tony Award Nominee and
Drama Desk Award Winner, comes to
The Gift in an explosive staging by en-
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semble member Daniel J. Ahlfeld.
The production opens on Thursday, September 25, 2008 at 7:30pm,
and runs through November 16,
2008. The Gift Theatre is located
at 4802 N. Milwaukee in Chicago’s
Jefferson Park neighborhood. For
tickets: (773) 283-7071 or buy online @ www.thegifttheatre.org

Appearing at Celtic Fest Chicago Sunday, September 14, 6 pm.
Over the years Old Blind Dogs have evolved and grown into one of Scotland’s
favorite folk bands. Though there have been changes in the line-up over the
years, Old Blind Dogs have consistently drawn audiences of all ages as they have
provided fans with quality, authentic music and great entertainment representing
the folk tradition of the “North Eastern shoulder” of Scotland.
The group’s traditional Scottish folk flavor is greatly influenced by rock, reggae,
and Middle Eastern music rhythms and earned them the honor of “Folk Band
of the Year” at the Scots Trad Music Awards in 2004 and 2007.

The Joys of Living in a Gated Community
Boy, this is going to be a hard one
to write. You see, there are people
that I really like involved. Really
decent people and I don’t want to
hurt anyone’s feelings. But this is
the third time in the recent past that
I’ve visited Spain, and can’t believe
the change.
I first came here, away off past in
ancient history, in 1977 as a young
eejit that wanted to follow in the
footsteps of Hemingway. I wanted
to do the Running of the Bulls in
Pamplona and explore what he was
talking about in “Fiesta (The Sun
Also Rises)”and more importantly to
me at the time, for obscure reasons,
“Death in the Afternoon.”
Now, as an older but no more
sensible man I wonder what I ever
did it for. Running with the bulls is a
load of macho nonsense that no one
over the age of twelve should even
attempt. Sure, it looks really cool to
everyone but the Spanish who are
quite rightly laughing their heads of
and probably think that we all have
a death wish as they watch a bunch
of idiots being chased around the
place by animals that look a damned

sight larger than the ones in the Errol
Flynn movie.
And so to the present: I was visiting a friend, who doesn’t want to be
named, so we’ll call her Amanda.
She moved here four years ago, and
hails from Dublin. A more pleasant
and interesting person you couldn’t
wish to meet. Yet now she is staying
in a gated community about fifty
minutes from the city of Alicante.
As I say, I’ve visited there several
times now but the one thing that I
don’t understand is this reluctance
that the Irish and British have to
integrate with the Spanish community. In fairness to the Irish who have
moved there, they at least attempt
to learn the language of the country
that they are living in. Yet no one
seems to move beyond the general
area of the Irish bars or to really get
a sense of what the Spanish, who are
wonderful people, are about. To me,
if you are just going to move for the
sun and the sea, what’s the point?
That’s great, of course, but surely
there should be some interest in the
culture and history of people who
have seen the Visigoths go through

the place where you have made your
home. You would think that this is
something that you would want to
learn more about.
Then there’s the Irish criminal
element that seem to have made a
home from home there.
They keep their head down for obvious reasons but everywhere seems
to have three locks on each door and
bars on every window.
The part of Spain that I love is to
the north or inland and where you
can speak openly to Spanish people.
I will simply never understand the
concept of moving and ultimately being a guest, in another country, why
you have no wish to interact with the
people who actually own it.
As to the Costa Blanca, sorry, but
as much as I love the sun myself I’ll
take the freedom to wander around
without worrying about that nonsense every time.
In fact, I’d take Ireland in the
rain every time over that kind of
lock-in lifestyle.

Roisin O’ Shea Fine Artist

Superb Fine art prints
by internationally published Irish
artist Roisin O’ Shea featuring the
32 counties in Ireland now available
through Maggie Shea at www.celticshamrock.com, the sole authorised
distributor of Roisin O’ Shea prints
in the United States and on-line. See
Roisin O’ Shea original paintings for
sale through her gallery ‘Manifesto’
in Waterford City Ireland.
www.manifesto.ie
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Boyle the Kettle
We’ll Have A Sup Of Tea

Tom Boyle
boylethekettle@irishamericannews.com

Mr. “Trad” Margeson
The harsh reality of traditional
Irish music at the Irish American
Heritage Center is there are too few
people in the audience. Throughout
the 21.5 years I have been a part of the
IAHC, many children have learned to
play traditional Irish instruments
and music. I remember people like
Liz Carroll, John Williams, Kathy
Keane, and Martin Hayes teaching
music at the IAHC and many others

who taught there, for the most part
starving artists in those days.
Most people don’t have a clue
as to what it costs to keep the doors
open at the IAHC, roughly $1,900
per day, 365 days per year. The “salon concerts” were a dismal failure.
At some performances as few as 6
people attended. The IAHC gave the
gate to the performers, so the IAHC
got nothing. Zip! Salon concerts
have not been abandoned for over

a year… we had one as recently as
April 10th. Michael O’Reilly and
Lynne Grahm in the Fifth Province.
Were you there, Bill?
There are no political thickets,
only financial statements to navigate.
Do you know anybody who can subsidize the programs? Does anybody
want to give the IAHC a grant for
traditional music? Lord knows we
apply for grants, but get damn few.
The organization was founded
for the sole purpose of preserving
the Irish culture and we have done it
brilliantly by establishing many programs, including traditional music.
We have the library, museum, and
the archives. We have ceili dancing
every Friday night, theatre, poetry,
crafts groups, the Irish children’s
school, children’s art classes, lectures,
a Bloomsday celebration, and, of
course, Irish language classes. All
of these programs were in place long
before the first Executive Director
arrived on the scene.
Oh, by the way, did you know
that all the building maintenance
at the Center is done by volunteers,
and if we had to hire contractors to
do the work, we couldn’t afford to
be there?
Speaking for myself, and not the
IAHC as I am not their spokesman, I
am always open to constructive criticism! Rock on, Billy!

Kilkenny Cats
My first cousin John Cooney and
his charming wife, Noreen, and their
two sons, Eoin, 15, and Philip, 12,
visited Chicago for the first time in
July. Arriving on Aer Lingus Flight
125 on Monday, July 14th, I met them
at Terminal 5 and took them down to
the Marriott on Michigan Ave.
They are from Pidgeon Park, Danesfort, Co. Kilkenny. John and Noreen
are schoolteachers. With just four
days to spend here, they were on the
go every day seeing all the wonders of
Chicago. I joined them for the sunset
cruise on Lake Michigan Wednesday
night, and dinner at O’Brien’s on Wells
St. Friday night. On Saturday morning
it was back to O’Hare for their trip to
New York City. Oh yes! Both of the
boys are into hurling.

John Edwards
Another role model goes down
the road to ignominy. This will get
lots of play on the internet. It might
well resurrect the whole ClintonLewinsky affair. John Edwards was
very outspoken and criticized then
President Clinton at the time of the
Monica Lewinsky affair.
The Republicans who are not
exactly pillars of virtue, will unleash
a tirade about the moral turpitude
of the Democrats. More hypocrisy.
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There’s more than old clothes in the in Illinois are the problem. These are
Republican closet.
the same allies who drafted and gave
him popular, must-pass bills to herd
Todd Stroger
through the state legislature, the allies
The Toddler says “I’m doing a who openly take credit for making
good job.” Just ask him. I guess that’s him a Senator; the allies who control
why Palatine wants to cecede from Chicago’s political money. In Washington his commitment to reform has
Cook County.
I never could quite understand why been no greater not even this year as
politicians who are elected to office he runs for office promising hope and
are referred to as “the honorable,” in change.”This has got be a book worth
this case for example, the Honorable reading before the election.
Todd Stroger. In the past we have had
the Honorable Otto Kerner, the Honor- Senator Meeks
able Dan Walker, and the Honorable
“And the Meeks shall inherit WinGeorge Ryan, who all wound up in jail. netka.”Another inequity—how dare
Where is the justification for any politi- those uppity folks on the North Shore
cian to be called honorable?Who came expect more for their tax dollars, like
up with this title? It would seem to be great schools.
a carryover from the British, with variThere won’t be any room for your
ous politicians or public officials being buses when you protest as the parkcalled the “right honorable” or the ing lot is full of BMWs, Mercedes,
“most honorable.” We should have a Corvettes, Volvos with maybe a few
few new titles like, the “less honorable” Fords, Hyundais and Subarus.
or the “not very honorable” or even
Probably every student has a
better, titles like, “the corrupt” or “the laptop computer, cell phone, and all
useless.” Lawyers are given the title of the electronic toys you can imagine.
“esquire,” which is a title of courtesy Does the physical plant provide an
given to a non-titled gentlemen. Now atmosphere for excellence? No doubt!
that makes some sense. No lawyer Behind that lies the parents who let
jokes! The definition of honorable: their children know what you do here,
“worthy of being honored; illustrious will get you to the next rung on the
or noble, motivated by principles of ladder—college. Parental responsibilhonor, conferring honor; consistent ity plus resources equals success.
with honor, or impeccable reputation,
Why drive all the way to Winupright and laudable, regarded with netka? Take them to St. Ignatius. You
great esteem…” Does this definition can get in there for about $12,000
fit any politician you know?
per year.
Are there inequities in the way we
Senator Obama
fund education in Illinois? No doubt
The Europeans were swept up by about it! How do you fix it? The legisthe rock star aura that surrounds him. lators in Springfield don’t seem to get
I still can’t find a lot of substance in much of anything done. The City of
his speeches. Lots of platitudes about Chicago Board of Education has had
bringingpeopletogetherandchange. an overhaul but still needs a tune-up.
His trip to Iraq and Afghanistan You can’t attract good teachers with
showed his weakness in his grasp of low salaries and unsafe working
conditions. Salaries start at $42,233
foreign policy in the Middle East.
They loved him in Berlin, but will with a B.A. for 40 weeks. Paul Valas
Germany send more token troops to was doing a great job here when he
Afghanistan? He is admittedly weak got tired of the politics and moved on.
on the economy and with less than Reverend Meeks is well intended and
four years in the Senate he has spent a highlyregardedinthecommunity,but
year and a half running for President. I think the trip to Winnetka is folly.
To many, he looks good on paper, but
WTTW’s Phil Poncé
what are his real goals?
David Fredoeso has written a book
Phil Poncé had a good chuckle for
on Senator Obama titled, The Case himself. I can’t remember who his
Against Barack Obama. Borders guest was, but they were talking about
Books had excerpts from his book events in Chicago and the subject of
on its website.
Hurling at Gaelic Park. Phil had a great
“Obama has not pursued true time associating it with too much to
reform in any of the offices he has drink and vomiting. Phil, I think you
held…”
owe the Irish community an apology.
“He silently and at times vocally Judge John Griffin
cooperated with Chicago’s Democratic machine to preserve one of the
Congratulations to John Griffin,
most overly corrupt political systems President of Chicago Gaelic Park,
in America. He maintains his silence who has been appointed to serve as a
now, even though he has the political Judge for Circuit Court of Cook Councapital to do something about the ty. This is one man you can definitely
problem, because his political allies apply the title of “Honorable” to.
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Celtic Kitchen
-Pure and Simple

search out those fruit stands. While
the potato salad is being made
and the sun tea is brewing, throw
together a great rustic summer tart.
They are simple, wonderful with vanilla ice cream, and most definitely
a people pleaser. Enjoy!!
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Rustic Berry and Peach Tart

By Julianna Leber

Grande Finale of the Haute Summer Tarte
As the summer sun continues to
shine brightly for the next few weeks,
a search begins to find the rest of the
best of the season’s produce. The summer’s bounty’s holdouts are found at
the local farms and fruit and veggie
stands. Excitedly, people surround
the bins and talk about the best ways
to prepare the surplus. Many will say
‘serve fresh!’ using no heat during the
preparations, thereby preserving the
vibrant flavors. Others see the possibilities utilizing minimal cooking
techniques in the bins of ripe veggies
and overflow of fruits. Whether one
mounds the fruit into bowls or gently
bakes them in simple pastries, the
grand finale of the season’s produce
is to be savored and celebrated.
The berry and tree fruit season is
winding down. But there are still a
few fruits from the summer. My little
corner of the world, Ohio, is producing into late August to mid September,
blackberries, blueberries, ‘fall’ raspberries, peaches and apples. All of these
can create a great number of desserts.
However, even though we’ve made it
through the season, a few words are
needed about the great berry.
When purchased, do not wash the
berries. Leave them in the carton
with the lid on and put them in the
refrigerator. Only store them for a
few days, since they will start ‘going
bad’beyond that time. When you are
going to use them, rinse them gently
and dry them on a paper towel. This
will prevent your dessert from getting
soggy. Most of this info is known,
but just like Thanksgiving, the yearly
reminder always helps.
While the berry is the season’s
delicate fruit, the heartier peach and
apple can be great compliments or
exist alone from the berry. When
visiting the apple orchard roadside
stands, the perfume of the fruit wafts
through the air, prompting the searcher to find the best fruits and also the
most complimentary recipes for these
apples.The peach trees offer the same
temptations and promise, inviting the
challenge of a dessert. The following
legendary tale about the brilliant chef
Alice Waters was told during a class
at Ballymaloe to illustrate the how
simplicity can be the best recipe.
Chef Alice Waters from Chez
Panisse in Berkeley, CA (a favorite of
Darina Allen) believed in the unaffected purity of raw foods. One inspiring

day, she was given a small shipment of
PERFECT peaches. Chef Waters decided rather than serving the peaches
in a pastry dish, she served one perfect
peach, whole and uncooked, as a dessert. She believed that strongly in the
perfection of her produce.
While here in Ohio that level of
perfection may be a challenge to find.
However, by allowing the fruit to be
the centerpiece, and not lots of dough
or other fuss, it gives brightness to the
flavor that may otherwise be muddled.
The rustic berry and peach tart recipe I
am sharing with you today is probably
one of my favorite for several reasons.
The first reason is the ease of preparation. There is a bottom crust laid over
the pie pan and then folded over the
fruit filling. There is no top crust, no
crimping or measuring. Second, the
recipe can be used for any fruit filling,
not just berries or peaches. Third, I just
like rustic. Darina told us that anything
made simply and with no pretention,
can have the stout name of ‘rustic’.
That alone can give ‘deeply browned’
anything an elegant rustic name!
Anyway, as the summer season
gives us a couple more picnics,

Serves 6-8
1 9 in. pie pan
Crust:
3 c flour
1 & 1/2 T sugar
1/3 t. salt
1 & 1/2 stick butter, VERY COLD
and cut into cubes
4-5 T. ice cold water
Fruit:
1/3 c sugar
2 T. heaped cornstarch
1 & 1/2 lbs. peaches, sliced and
peeled
1 c blueberries
1 c blackberries
1 T sugar
Sift flour and sugar together.
Place in bowl in fridge for 10
minutes. Pour flour mix and butter into food processor and pulse
until mix looks like coarse bread
crumbs.Withtopspoutattachment,
add 1 T ice water at a time to mix
and pulse. Remove from mixer
and pour into bowl. It will be very
crumbly. Press and form into a ball,
cover with wrap and refrigerate
for 20 minutes. After resting, roll

dough into 14 inch circle and center
This crust recipe is so versatile;
over pie pan. Edges do not need to be any combination of fruits would be
perfect; however try to keep even for highlighted in its lightness!
the fold-over. Cover with wrap and
return to fridge.
Preheat oven to 450F. Mix sugar
and starch in bowl. Add the peaches
and let set for 5 minutes. Add berries
and stir. Remove pie pan, pour fruit
into pan and fold edges into center
of fruit. Allow for 4-5 inch middle
opening. Brush crust with water and
sprinkle with sugar.
Bake tart for 20 minutes, and then
reduce to 350F for another 30-35
minutes. Allow cooling for a few minutes, filling is hot! Serve warm with
ice cream, tea and good friends!
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Burke’s
Law
Brian Burke, Senior Partner
Brian Burke is an attorney licensed
to practice law for ten (10) years and
has focused his practice on consumer
protection laws for the last five(5) years.
He is licensed in Illinois, California,
Pennsylvania and New Jersey, but
focuses his practice in Illinois,
primarily, and also in California. The
Law Offices of Brian Burke, Ltd. is
located in downtown Chicago at 180
North LaSalle, Ste. 2105, Chicago,
Illinois, 60601, Ph: 312-251-2750;
and in downtown Los Angeles at 10940
Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 1600, Los Angeles,
California, 90024, Ph: 310-384-1142.
You can call toll-free: (888)536-6657

As promised last month, this
column will focus on the following
Illinois consumer protection laws:
“The Home Repair & Remodeling Act”
and “The Home Repair Fraud Act.”

The Home Repair
and Remodeling Act
The Home Repair and Remodeling Act mandates specific conduct on
the part of any person or company

(e.g., “contractor”) that engages in
the business of home repair and
remodeling. The Home Repair and
Remodeling Act applies to contracts
in excess of one thousand dollars
($1,000.00). It requires that the contractor furnish the consumer with a
written contract that states the total
cost, including parts and materials
listed with reasonable particularity
and any charge for providing an estimate.The written contract must state
the business name and address of the
contractor. If the contractor works out
of his home and uses a post office box
or mail receiving service, the written
contract must state the contractor’s
residential address.
Also, the written contract cannot
surreptitiously insert (e.g., fine print
or “buried” within the text) a binding arbitration clause or a waiver to
a right to trial by jury. Any binding
arbitration clause or jury trial waiver
clause must be additionally signed by

the consumer and must state either
“accept” or “reject” in the margin. If
the contractor fails to follow these
procedures, any binding arbitration
clause or right to jury waiver clause
shall be null and void.
Also, the contractor must supply
the consumer with a “Home Repair
Consumer Rights” brochure. The
brochure can be found online on the
Illinois Attorney General’s website at
the following internet address: http://
www.illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/
consumers/homerep0505c.pdf
Finally, the Home Repair and
Remodeling Act mandates that
contractors maintain insurance and
establishes minimum insurance requirements of $100,000 per person
and $300,000 per occurrence for
bodily injury and $50,000 per occurrence for property damage.
If a contractor fails to follow any
of the mandated procedures outlined
above, he is then liable for consumer
fraud pursuant to the Illinois Consumer Fraud and Deceptive Business
Practices Act and can, therefore, be
liable for actual damages, punitive
damages, and the Court may award,
in addition, reasonable attorney’s fees
and costs to the prevailing party.
A contractor can still follow all
of the mandates of The Home Repair and Remodeling Act and still
be liable for consumer fraud. The
Home Repair and Remodeling Act’s
requirements are very specific and
mandatory but they are “not exclusive nor meant to limit other kinds

of methods, acts, or practices that
may be unfair or deceptive.” So, just
because a contractor follows The
Home Repair and Remodeling Act
mandated requirements perfectly or
exactly, a contractor can still defraud
a consumer in other ways and such
fraud would still make the contractor
liable under the Consumer Fraud and
Deceptive Business Practices Act.

The Home
Repair Fraud Act
The difference between “The
Home Repair and Remodeling Act”
and “The Home Repair Fraud Act”
is that the former provides a civil
remedyandyouwouldneedtoobtain
a civil attorney, like me, to represent
you in court. However, if you want
to pursue a contractor in court under
“The Home Repair Fraud Act,” it will
end up in criminal court because you
will need to file criminal charges and
you would not obtain a civil attorney,
like me, but rather the State’s Attorney would be in charge of pursuing
a contractor that violates The Home
Repair Fraud Act.
The other difference with “The
Home Repair and Remodeling Act”
is that, just like the Consumer Fraud
and Deceptive Business Practices
Act, you do not have to prove that the
contractor’s violation was intentional
or that he had evil motives. So, a contractor’s state of mind is not at issue
– i.e., whether his failures were “innocent” due to “ignorance of the law”
is no defense. And even if misrepre-
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sentations made by the contractor are
“innocent,”the contractor is still liable
for the civil remedies provided by
The Home Repair and Remodeling
Act and/or the Consumer Fraud and
Deceptive Business Practices Act.
However, “The Home Repair
Fraud Act” is a criminal statute and
provides criminal penalties against
contractors who are intentionally
defrauding consumers. So, the State’s
Attorney has to prove intent on the
part of the contractor.
For example, a contractor can be
a “scam artist.” He may intentionally
make false statements relating to the
existing or pre-existing condition of
the property. He may use deception,
false pretense or false promises to
induce, encourage, or to solicit a
consumer to enter into a contract or
agreement (e.g., for unnecessary repairs). But “The Home Repair Fraud
Act” makes the State’s Attorneys’
job a little easier in proving intent
by creating presumptions of intent
(albeit rebuttable); for example,
makes false statements to the victim
to excuse his non-performance of
work, uses deception to obtain the
victim’s consent to modification to
the terms of the original contract,
fails to employ qualified personnel
necessary to perform the home repair, fails to comply with municipal,
county, State or federal regulations
or codes relating to the performance
of home repair, etc.
The Home Repair Fraud Act determines which kinds of intentional misconduct is a felony, and whether it is a
Class 3 felony or a Class 4 felony.
Also, the Home Repair Fraud Act
defines “aggravated home repair
fraud” and also makes it a Class 2
felony. Aggravated home repair fraud
is committed if the consumer victim
is over the age of 60 or is a “disabled
person” (as defined in the Illinois
Criminal Code). And it does not matter that the contractor who commits
homerepairfraudreasonablybelieved
the consumer victim to be under age
60. That is not a defense, and therefore
constitutes “strict liability.” Also, any
contractor that commits “aggravated
home repair fraud” – again, intentional home repair fraud against someone
over age 60 or a disabled person – may
have his State or local license or permit suspended or revoked, depending
on the severity of the offense.
Disclaimer: The above is an abbreviated description of the law and
is not intended to convey legal advice
or to be a comprehensive overview of
the law. You should consult with an
attorney to determine whether or not
you have a case under any applicable
law(s), including, but not limited to,
the Home Repair & Remodeling Act
and the Home Repair Fraud Act.

September 2008

IRISH AMERICAN NEWS

Padraig Harrington Honored at Home
Ireland’s renowned golfing ambassador continues to
be honoured back home in
Ireland by the many presentations he has received to mark
his fabulous victory at Royal
Birkdale when capturing his
second successive British Open
“Claret Jug”. Indeed a major
debate was been sparked off as
to whether Padraig is now Ireland’s greatest ever sport star?
But the golfing world held their
breaths as they watched him hit
his 5 wood under pressure to
the 17th hole at Royal Birkdale
a few weeks ago to clinch his
back to back Open Championship victories and propelling
him to third place in the world
rankings behind Tiger Woods
and Phil Mickleson. Undoubtedly, winning the 2007 British
Open at Carnoustie last year
was a massive achievement
and raised his golfing status to
a much higher frame. But to
follow up this year and successfully defend his title at Royal
Birkdale has now gone into the
history books. The extent of
those marvellous successes has
opened up new pages of golfing history relative to Ireland.
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Arnold Palmer and his army
sparked the evolution of modern professional golf, only Arnie himself (1962 Open), Jack
Nicklaus (1996 Masters), Lee
Trevino (1972 Open), and Tom
Watson (1983 Open) have also
successfully defended at the
Majors. In this respect Ireland’s
number 3 has now become
Tiger’s greatest rival. And for
good measure his recent victory
also assures him of a place on
the Ryder Cup team in Septem-

ber. For his stunning successes,
his sportsmanship, strong sense
of Irishness and his charming
affable and good humour has
made him a wonderful ambassador for Ireland no matter
where he goes and competes all
over the world. Padraig married
his childhood sweetheart Caroline in 1997—whom he credits
with giving him a “kick up the
backside if things aren’t going
well. They have two young
boys—Patrick and Ciaran.

Ireland 2007/2008

Padraig Harrington, winner of the final two Majors of 2008, began his vacation
this week at White Oak in Tryon, North Carolina, sharing plans for his new North
American home with golfing legend Arnold Palmer. Palmer is the designer of
White Oak Golf & Equestrian Community’s par 71 championship golf course
that is scheduled for completion in Spring of 2009.

Padraig’s back to back victory
in the British Open helped him
to become the first European
golfer since 1906 to retain the
coveted “Claret Jug”. It raises
more statistics well worth noting. It is a well accepted fact
that winning a Major places
great pressure on the reigning
champion so Harrington’s defence had to be as brilliant as
the gleaming trophy itself. After waiting 60 years, he is now

the player who has emulated
Fred Daly’s solitary Major success at Hoylake in 1947.
He is now in exalted company because he becomes only
the fourth player to retain a
Major title in the past 20 years.
The others were Curtis Strange
(1989 US Open), Nick Faldo
(1990 Masters), and of course,
Tiger Woods (2000 US PGA,
2002 Masters, 2006 Open, 2007
US PGA). In the 50 years since

See Athlone & District Tourist Guide
website - www.acis.ie
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Tradition
In Review
Bill Margeson
Okay, okay, these things pile up.
In the middle of last month’s writing
assignments for this paper, LiveIreland.com, Irish Music Magazine,
the Public Radio show with my costar and brilliant music interpreter,
Shay Clarke—these things pile up.
Last month we told you about a
single album, the unequalled, Beal
Tuinne. Did you get your copy yet?
So, when you get 500 albums sent
to you every year, guess what happens? They pile up. Brace yourself,

Bridgid, here they all come in a
blast of brief bits better binged
upon by being busy bionic readers.
We loved EACH of these, or they
wouldn’t be here in the first place.
They are NOT in priority order.
Sheridan’s Guest House by Dave
Sheridan from Ireland is a joy of a
thing. He has about 16 guest musicians on the album. He is a wonderful flute player out of Leitrim, we
believe, a massive talent, and there
is such a sense of joy in this album

as he generously shares the spotlight with his musical friends. This
is just flat-out wonderful. Rating:
Four Harps
You can always count on Clo Iar
Chonanachta to put out wonderful,
traditional music. Now the label
brings us Ben Lennon on fiddle
and Tony O’Connell on concertina
in a magical thing called, Rossinver
Braes. Wonderful. Guest musicians
include Charlie Lennon on piano,
Alec Finn on bouzouki and guitar-

ist, Jerry McNamara. A contender
for Instrumental Album of the
Year. If you love real Irish music,
this one is for you. A wondrous
and lively piece of work. Rating:
Four Harps
Compass is releasing some of
the old standards. If, like us, you
only had the original Bothy Band
albums on vinyl, rejoice. Check out
the Compass website, and you will
see this iconic stuff is being brought
back to us in a modern format, and
is as great as ever. The pictures on
the covers also remind us that we
were all once a lot younger, thinner
and more interesting to look at. The
Bothy Band helped change everything in trad. Check out the album
titles like, Old Hag You Have Killed
Me and Out of the Wind into the Sun
and find it all again. Rating: Four
Harps Forever.
Fionnuala Gill is one of those
Riverdance Anuna voices. She is
wonderful. Her Sony album, Whispers of Love is a bit new agey, but
there are gems included that make it
all worth it. Overall, she is a lovely
singer. If you are a trad purist, this
is not for you. If you love a beautiful voice, Whispers of Love is for
you. We encourage Fionnuala to
do a truly trad album. One Enya is
enough. Rating: Three Harps
Is there a better label in Europe
than Greentrax out of Scotland?
Wooed and Married is a fascinating
and really interesting collection of
music, all centering around Scottish weddings. It is the ultimate
reference work. A must have for the
Scotophile. The research is exhaustive and the liner notes are worth it
alone! Wow! Now we know what
“Jumping the Chanty” is! There’s
even a picture! We LOVE the wed-

ding night tune, “Come To
Bed Boots and All.” If there
is a Scot in your life getting
married, or if you just love
Scottish culture along with
the rest of the world, get this
one. It is all from the Scottish
Studies Archives at the University of Edinburgh. Fabulous. Rating: Four Harps
Compass has released the
reunion concerts for Moving
Hearts: Live in Dublin. The
group formed in the early 80’s and
include—are you ready?—Christy
Moore, Donal Lunny, Declan
Sinnott, Eoghan O’Neill, Brian
Calnan, Keith Donald and Davy
Spillane. Iconic, in many respects.
Of course, as is expected, frequent
group member changes eventually diminished Moving Hearts
to almost a self-parody, but there
WERE major years of real innovation moving trad along in modern,
electrified directions with highly
creative arrangements. Moving
Hearts were groundbreakers. They
were NOT trad. Well, in some ways,
they were—anyway, this reunion
set of concerts shows the musical
retrospective with real gusto. You
will love it as much as the packed
houses did at the shows! DVD also
available. Rating: Three Harps

We were just talking about
Compass re-releasing some of its
Green Linnet catalogue, which it
purchased from the defunct company a few years back. Among the
re-releases is one of the great Irish
albums of all time, Brokenhearted
I’ll Wander by Dolores Keane and
John Faulkner. Many, including
us, regard Dolores Keane—at one
time—as the greatest singer in the
history of traditional music. This
album reminds you why. Each
note is a diamond unto itself, and
cannot be changed. Dolores was
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given a gift from God, and here it
was on a magical display for the
world to hear. A stunning piece of
musical power that is all the more
wonderful today because of the
number of far lesser talents who
have followed and tried to imitate
her. The best. Four Harps To Infinity and Beyond.
This one will unfortunately be
hard to find. Noel Battle is a master
harmonica player in the tradition
of the Murphy Brothers, Charlie
McCoy and the like. Noel’s album
is a treasure entitled, Music From
The Reeds. This is Irish harmonica—heck—harmonica at its best,
period. It is also a treasure house
of real and seldom heard reels,
jigs, hornpipes and airs. We love
the airs best. This man has soul.
Wonderful side cats on the tunes, as
well. A stunner. Do the work to find
this Indie gem. LiveIreland Shop,
Rampant Lion in Chicago, Paddy’s
On The Square in Long Grove. Get
busy! Rating: Four Harps
We LOVE Novia Scotia’s David
Gunning. He is a master singer
and songwriter. The real deal. His
new album is House For Sale. He
was a massive hit at Irish Fest in
Milwaukee a few years back, and
this will show you why. Each song
is moving, highly intelligent, and
downright fun in a lot of cases.
What a keen eye for the human
condition David has! David, come
to Chicago! Google the lad, find
him, his albums, and discover a joy
for life. David Gunning is a big deal,
trust us! Rating: Four Harps
Our pal, Billy Donnelly hipped
us to Ray Moore. Scottish singer.
Lovely album title and cover art,
And then the birds sing (sic). Many
of these songs are by Ray. All are
great in his hands. As much as we
love Scottish music, we have not
been traditionally overwhelmed by
Scottish male singers. Ray Moore
is different. A resonant and moving
voice with some great songs. Just
check him out at www.raymoorefolk.com and you’ll make a lovely
discovery of a really gifted singer.
Rating: 3.5 Harps
We’re out of time, space and
work ethic. Ta!
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Raised on Songs
and Stories

on the street, and
even on the New
York City subway.
America loved
the lads of CeltShay Clarke
ic Thunder, but
television was
not enough, they
Celtic Thunder- The USA Tour Begins October 3rd
wanted a live conGeorge Donaldson is a truly happy man. He cert tour and it starts on October 3rd.
has been blessed with a fabulous voice, abunThe Celtic Thunder tour is a major undertakdant musical talent, a great wife, a beautiful ing for producer Sharon Browne. Thirty eight
daughter, and a good steady job, the latter being people, four band buses, three trucks, eighteen
the most important element for most musicians. thousand miles to travel, five
Back in Scotland, he has worked for years as shows a week in different cities
a coach builder and he has never been out of “across the fruited plain”, and she
work in his life. George, now 40, has been does all of this from her kitchen
playing gigs in pubs and clubs for years. He is in Dublin, on her lap top, while
an accomplished musician, playing guitar, flute, looking after her three children.
mandolin, bodhran and banjo. He has toured a She has more energy than an
bit in the USA, Canada and Germany. George Olympic athlete and has been
loves his family, his music, Glasgow Celtic working on this project for years.
Football Club and fishing.
Sharon, along with legendary
George Donaldson is also a very lucky man. songwriter and composer Phil
George was selected to be a featured singer with Coulter have gathered the talCeltic Thunder almost 18 months ago and his life ent, produced an amazing show
and career have changed from relative obscurity, and are now ready to take it on
to fame here in America. With hundreds of the road. The show has been expanded from
television appearances to date, a chart topping 80 minutes to two hours, more songs have
album that has sold 187,000 copies and now a been added and ticket sales have been brisk
fifty plus city tour, George is on his way. I first with 70,000 tickets sold already. The Chicago
spoke to George in Chicago last March as the show has already sold out and they have added
men of Celtic Thunder worked the Public Televi- another date.
sion circuit. They had received an overwhelming
The men of Celtic Thunder were selected for
reception everywhere they went, from New talent and diversity. “This is no over choreoYork to New Orleans, as they established Celtic graphed boy band,”says Sharon,“They are all as
Thunder as the top fundraising show throughout natural as they appear and the show allows their
the country. By St. Patrick’s Day they were rec- personalities to shine through.”I have meet and
ognizedwherevertheywentandwhentheywere have spoken to all of these guys and I absolutely
asked to sing—they did. They sang on airplanes, agree—no Prima Donna’s in this line up.

Misericordia’s Family Fest Set for September 7
This year’s Misericordia’s Family Fest
includes food, games & fun for the whole
family and will be held on Sunday, Sept 7th,
from 11am-6pm at Misericordia Home, 6300
N. Ridge Ave. (at Devon) in Chicago. Parking
is free and there will be free shuttle buses
available throughout the day.
The Festival includes Live & Silent Auctions;
Food & Drink Booths; Bingo; Clowns & In-crowd
entertainers; Craft Booths; Children’s’ Games;
Raffles; Goods made in Misericordia’s Hearts &
Flour Bakery, Art Department & Gardens and a
new International Entertainment Tent.

FINANCIAL PLANNING
Corrigan Financial Services, Inc.
Money Concepts Financial Planning Centre
Established 1980

Retirement Planning Specialist
for
Individuals - Families - Business
Investment - Tax - Estate Planning

Call
Mike & Chuck Corrigan
(708)482-3800

Member International Association for Financial Planning

Entertainment will include Pirates Over 40
(Jimmy Buffett Tribute Band); Dayna Malow
(Country/Western Music); Finbar Fagan; The
Shannon Rovers; The Emerald Society; The
Music Company; Frank Mathie; Lin Brehmer
from WXRT; Lou “Mr. Fix It” Manfredini; The
Misericordia Heartbreakers & Heartzingers;
Irish Dancers; Puppet Shows; Rainbow Dogs
Pet Therapy and Frisbee Dogs.
Tickets available for purchase at door;
Adults $7, Children $4. 773-273-2766.
NOTE: Due to space constraints, there will
be no flea market tent.

Damian, now 15, is an ardent Manchester
United fan and loves to play soccer himself. He
also loves acting and performing, and he loves
to sing—what a voice—what a future.
Keith, the surfer dude, is working on a solo
album of his own material. This summer he has
played festivals in Glastonbury and at Feile Folk,
in his native Derry. When he’s not writing songs,
he’s surfing in Sligo or Donegal. Keith told me
last week, that these are happy days for him and
as much fun as all the Public Television trips to
American have been, he just can’t wait to perform live in concert. He loves the audience.

Ryan has been playing local gigs in his home
county Tyrone and following Gaelic football.
He plays for Moy, Tir na N’og, his local G.A.A.
Club. He trains with them regularly and is their
goalkeeper. I don’t think he works in the bank anymore; he is going to be very busy entertaining for
the rest of his life. Like the rest of the lads, he can’t
wait to get in front of audiences in the states.
God knows what Paul has been up to this
summer but I’m sure that he is having fun
and enjoying the nightlife in his native Dublin.
What can I say, Paul is a Liverpool supporter.
Which brings me back to George. George
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tells me that sometimes he needs to pinch
himself to see if this is all a dream. For the
last year he has lived in his real world and
in the fantasy world of Celtic Thunder. He
remembers singing in a bar in Chicago during
March publicity tour, “great fun but very cold”
he says. One week he’s hanging flyers for his
solo gig in a local pub in Scotland and the next
week he is off on a 4 month away from home
gig—a month’s rehearsal time at Phil Coulter’s
place near Ballymena and then on to the states
for the big tour. George is very focused on the
American tour and, as the only married member
of Celtic Thunder, he took some time
off this summer and took his lovely
wife and adorable daughter Sarah up
to Loch Lomond for some relaxation
and of course some fishing. I’m sure
they will come out and join him at
some stage during the long tour.
Sharon Browne’s dream is coming
true and the future looks terrific for
Celtic Thunder. In 2009, they are planning tours to Europe, Asia, and Australia, as well as two more in America.
They will be recording a new show in
August/September of 2009, for broadcast in March of 2010, Celtic Thunder Act II.
Phil Coulter is working on new material
and Paul, Keith, Ryan, Damian and George
just can’t wait to see you all and sing for you
as this mammoth tour comes to a city near you.
This show will knock your socks off. Go on,
book your tickets now for this amazing show…
you won’t be disappointed.
For the complete list of tour dates go to www.
celticthunder.com.
Celtic Thunder is at the Rosemont Theatre
in Rosemont on October 15th and again on
December 17th at 8pm.

DANCE LESSONS

McNulty
Irish Dancers
Adult & Children Classes
(3 years and older)
10 Suburban Locations

for more information Contact:
Barbara McNulty Heneghan

T.C.R.G. 847-698-4434
fax 847-518-0863
email: irshdancr@aol.com
www.mcnultyirishdancers.com
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Swimming Upstream
By Charles Brady
Mama Mia! Martin Will Save Iraq!
Let’s get the black humour out of the way
first. It has to be my favourite headline of all
time. Well, perhaps with one exception, but
we won’t go into that. Even better is that the
great man himself writes the piece. To save
explanations it’s probably better if I just print
it in its entirety:
“I CAN HELP TO END THE BLOODBATH IN IRAQ” by Martin McGuinness,
Chief negotiator for Sinn Fein and North’s
Deputy First Minister.
I have to say that I laughed until I stopped.
Obviously for what I suppose are legal reasons there are certain comments running
through my mind that I can’t make about the

pure hysterically funny irony of this except to
say that I in no way doubt that Uncle Martin
is a good and decent man who only has the
best interests of us all in the forefront of his
mind. And I’m keeping a straight face, too.
Indeed, he may be like a Miss World contestant who says that she longs for world peace.
That must be it, of course. I’ve no doubt of
it. Still, there’s nothing to stop me repeating
the joke that went around Ireland some years
back when his new-found buddies made him
Minister for Education:
Mr. McGuinness walks into one of his new
classrooms and says:’ I’m going to ask you a
question and if you know the answer, put your
hand up. If you don’t know the answer, put
both hands up.’
Ah well, maybe you would have had to live
through Sinn Fein’s antics over the past thirty
years to get the funny, unfunny side of it.
A quote from the man himself as of today:
“Again and again we were asked in Helsinki [where he’s passing on his undoubted
knowledge] about curbing violence, about
human rights, armed groups and weapons
[!!], fair and even handed policing…” Oh
stop it, the laughter pains can’t be endured
any more. It’s a pity that he hadn’t passed
on some of his newly-found ‘peace in our
time’ self-serving rhetoric to the people who,

IBBONS
FUNERAL HOMES
5917 W Irving Park Rd Chicago
(773) 777-3944
134 South York Road Elmhurst
(630) 832-0018
The Oaks Funeral Home
1201 E Irving Park Road Itasca
(630) 250-8588
Gibbons/Elliston Funeral Home
60 South Grant Hinsdale
(630) 323-0275

www.gibbonsfuneralhomes.net
“Family Owned and Operated
For Over 65 Years”

overthreedecadesfoundthemselvestortured,
knee-capped and—oh yes, I was trying to
think of the term—blown to smithereens.
But just take another look at that headline
and wish the Iraqis all the luck in the world
as he drones on about what a great guy he is.
And through an interpreter at that. It’ll be a
long day for them.
*
Religion has always fascinated me. I think
that it’s that way for most non-believers. It’s
just astonishing to realise that in this day and
age the desert religions of Judaism, Catholicism and Islam can cause so much grief.
I just came back last month from another
stay in one of my favourite countries, Mexico.
Such wonderful people.Warm, welcoming and
I never get tired of listening to them. It’s just a
great place. But it suffers from the same obsession with Catholicism that Ireland has.
I was staying in and around a wonderful
town called Merida, which is in the Yukatan
area, and so I had the chance to visit the Mayan temples at Chichen Itza. I could give you
all of the usual superlatives—and trust me,
they’re all deserved—but that’s not really the
point. What I found interesting was watching
the reactions of the tourists, who put on this
fake “Ooooh, they had human sacrifices and
watched hearts being ripped-out” holier than
thou pantomime.
The next day I wanted to see some of the
cathedrals in the town itself. In the interests
of research, you understand. I certainly wasn’t
nipping in to say my prayers. I found the idea
that the conquerors tore down the stones from
the Mayan temples in order to build their own,
to be strangely incestuous, not to mention
disrespectful to another people.
In the first cathedral there were, if not the
same faces, the same kind of tourists—so
busy snapping photographs that they didn’t
actually appreciate or even see anything
except how wonderful their digital cameras were—claiming to be uplifted. Looking
around me, I honestly wondered what was
so uplifting about an altar that might as well
have been one of the sacrificial types from
the previous day and above which hung
the figure of a tortured and mutilated man,
pinned in agony and dying on a death tree.
Looking at it, I couldn’t help noticing the
detail the makers had put into it: the spikes
through wrists and feet; the blood flowing
down into the loin cloth; the wound from
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the spear. I couldn’t see what the difference
was between that and the sacrifices that were
tut-tutted-at the previous day. I was born and
raised a Catholic and yet I never then, and at
this stage never will, understand it.
Beneath it and to the right was another
statue that had been lovingly carved to show
the same man dressed in garments of red and
lime-green, of cream and gold. He is incongruously pointing at his heart, where the skin
has been pulled back to reveal something that
grotesquely enough seems to be open-heart
surgery. The same people who are admiring
this will shake their heads in bafflement at
their children’s enjoyment of vampire stories
or of Harry Potter, while all the time taking
refuge in a weekly ritual of vampirism (“drink
from me and live forever”) and through the
‘mystery’ of transubstantiation will indulge in
ritual cannibalism.
Still, I suppose our own Celtic race comes
with a tradition of the blood sacrifice through
war in the name of some mysterious greater
good. For more of that and their acolytes, refer
back to the top of the page.
Finally, and on a cheerier note, by the time
that you read this I have to assume that you’ve
all been to see the film “Mama Mia!” And if
not, why not? It’s got everything: for the ladies
you have Colin Firth and Pierce Brosnan sending themselves up wonderfully; for the guys
there are any amount of beautiful women; for
me there is the divine Goddess herself, Meryl
Streep. And I want to go on record now as saying that I would gladly sacrifice the editor’s life
for an evening meal with the lady. (“And if you
keep talking like that your own life expectancy
won’t be too long”—Editor.) The music’s great,
the Mediterranean scenery is even better and
you’ll find that you just come out with a great
big dopey grin on your face.
The writer of this column doesn’t do the
happy thing as a rule but he found himself
leaving the cinema and dancing like a mad
thing up the street. The lady he was with
was quite obviously impressed because the
next day he received an email thanking him
for dinner and the movie and that they must
do this again when she got back in ten years
time. Or was it twenty? So there. The power
of romantic cinema.
In fact, after watching it I almost believed
in God. I don’t want to see it again just in case
something… unexpected, happens.Watch this
space for further developments.

Blake-Lamb
Funeral Homes

4727 W. 103rd Street
Oak Lawn IL 60453
All phones: 708-636-1193
Owned by SCI Illinois Services, Inc.
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Sharing a Pint

There will be plenty of good times ahead in
life with many of those I’m sure coming with
a Guinness in hand, friends around me and
Irish music in the air, but I’m pretty certain
none of those experiences will ever match the
feeling of what it was like to be in Fast Eddie’s
on a Sunday night.

As Fast Eddie
and I recently sat
down and shared
a pint, we talked
a lot about those
great Sundays and
the strange occurrences on those
nights (people
falling off chairs,
fights, etc.), but we also discussed how times
have changed in the Chicago’s Irish community
and those nights are mostly in the past.
“There were a lot more Irish in Chicago
back then,” he said.
The Celtic Tiger and our struggling economy
have kept the Irish at home or returned them from

By 9pm the place was packed. There were
young and old filling the small tables and stools,
sitting at the bar and standing wherever there
was open space. A lot of them were Irish, and a
lot of them came from all over Chicago for this
night. Pints, bottles, shots, whiskey and Cokes
were being delivered quickly from behind the
bar. This certainly wasn’t a group that would
be working Monday morning. And then, Fast
Eddie took the stage and performed two sets
with a variety of rebel songs, classic Irish
ballads and even a few American pop tunes.
People would dance and sing and laugh and
shout. There was this feeling with a few pints
down, the place being so small and intimate,
the music filling the room and everyone having
such a good time that you just didn’t want the
evening to end. You finally knew the night was
coming to a close when Eddie played the Irish
and American national anthems.
Eddie put it best when he said, “It was something you looked forward to all week.”

here. While there are more Irish pubs in Chicago
than ever, there aren’t as many Irish people or
even long-time Irish musicians. Fast Eddie put
himself Billy O’Donoghue, Joe McShane, Barry
Fagan and a few others in that category.
For as long as I’ve known Eddie—maybe 10
years or so—plenty he told me about himself
during our interview I already knew, but there
was a lot I was surprised about, especially the
fact his name wasn’t really Eddie. He was born
Adrian McAteer, shortened to Aidie, and when
he moved to Boston no one could pronounce his
name, so he became Eddie. His friend Quentin
Morrison later nicknamed him Fast Eddie for his
ability to get around Boston quickly working six
days a week and playing six gigs a week. I also
never knew he had a punk band named Psycho
that once opened up for U2 in 1978
Originally from Newry in Northern Ireland,
he grew up during the Troubles and has plenty of
stories to go with, most of which he preferred to
share off the record. What he experienced back

By Scott Powers
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home shaped his beliefs as a person and a musician. Even now with peace standing in Northern
Ireland, he still sings those same rebel songs.
“My history will never go away,” he said.
“I was stopped by the soldiers, just harassing
me. It was tough. If you grow up with all that
sort of stuff, you can get through anything. …
There’s been 800 years of British oppression
in Ireland. Americans don’t fully know that.
They only think there’s troubles between
Catholics and Protestants.”
In 1987, he decided to make a new life for
himself and followed the path of a number
of his family members and moved to Boston.
There, he played in a band named the Perfect
Strangers. When a recession hit Boston, he
moved to Chicago in 1990. It was a city he
took to immediately.
“It just seemed a lot cleaner, a lot more
appealing,” he said.
His first involvement in Chicago’s Irish
music scene was when he was invited by
Billy O’Donoghue on stage one night to play
the tin whistle. Eighteen years later, the two
are still friends and recently released a live
album together.
Ever since, Eddie has been a fixture on
Chicago’s Northwest Side. The Six Penny Bit,
the Thatch, Galvan’s… he’s played them all.
From 1999-2005, he ran Fast Eddie’s. Shortly
after, he moved to Costa Rica and opened Tica
Irlanda, another Irish pub, in downtown San
Jose. Now, he’s back in Chicago and is playing
again throughout the city on a regular basis.
While seeing him play a Sunday night at
the Thatch may not be the same as it once was
on a Sunday night at Fast Eddie’s, it’s still a
pretty good thing.
* Fast Eddie McAteer and Billy O’Donoghue’s

GIFT SHOP

Belleek • food
Irish Papers
“Saving the Green”
5138 W. 95th St. • Oak Lawn

708-424-7055

“Your complete Irish import store
in the south suburbs.”

Live in Chicago is available at many Irish pubs
throughout Chicago. For more information on
booking Fast Eddie, he can be contacted at fasteddiemcateer@yahoo.com and 773-547-2612.
* If you’d like to share a comment or a future
column suggestion with Scott Powers, write him
at sharingapint@yahoo.com.
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Piping It In
Jack Baker

September is finally here, where’d the summer go? Kids
are back in school. We can turn off the air conditioner once in
awhile but there are still plenty of good music festivals to keep
us interested.
We’ve had some memorable piping competitions this summer but we’ve also seen a disturbing trend on the part of some
Highland Games organizers to save money by dropping their
sanctioning by local Pipe band associations. This saves the
sanctioning fees and costs of judges but reduces the number
and quality of the pipe bands that show up. I had one organizer,
who shall remain nameless, tell me that“people don’t know the
difference between a grade 2 band and a grade 5 band”. Yeah
right, unless, of course, they hear them!
Travel money and prize money have also been slow in
increasing. Adjusted for inflation, we’re paying less, at
most games, than we did 20 years ago. Luckily there are
exceptions and we’ve seen some tremendous band performances this year. The Ohio Scottish Games saw the City
of Chicago Pipes & Drums under Pipe Major Pat Lynch
compete against Niagara Regional and Oran Mor. Man was
that some competition! Oran Mor, having suffered thru a fire

on their band bus, competed in band tee shirts and whatever
else they had. You can see the video of their set on U Tube
and on their website. What spirit this band has. I’ve noticed,
speaking of band spirit, that bands that play into the field
are usually the ones that play out with a trophy in front. Just
something I’ve noticed.
City of Chicago Pipe Band was also at the Dublin Ohio Irish
Festival this year and the crowd was wild about them. Received
a bunch of requests for their CD! (Pat, are you listening?)

New CD Reviews
A bunch of new CDs have been rolling in and I want to mention a few that have really impressed me. Breabach is one of the
most talked about new acts on the Scottish folk scene. Their first
CD, The Big Spree has been released in the US on Compass records and is a stopper in my book (a“stopper”is a CD that makes
you stop what you’re doing and just listen). Winners of Scotland’s
Danny Kyle Open Stage Award in 2005, and nominated for Best
Up and Coming Artist at the Scots Trad Music Awards in 2006,
the band features double pipes, whistle guitar, fiddle and superb
vocals. I can’t wait for this bunch to tour the US.
One group touring this year in support of their new CD is our
favorite French Canadian band, Vishtèn. Leading the band are
sisters Emmanuelle and Pastelle LeBlanc, who, between them,
play piano, flute, whistle, bodhran, and accordion. They are
ably assisted by Pascal Miousse on violin, guitar and mandolin.
All three sing and the ladies dance divinely. When they’re not
dancing they sit and hammer out percussion with their feet. All
in all it makes for one darn fine show and music that tends to go
right to your feet. Their newest CD, Vishtèn Live, is their third
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release and has already been loaded on my teenagers’Ipod. We
got to see the band at the Dublin Ohio Irish Fest and it was a joy
for us. They don’t come to the states often, unfortunately, so see
them if you get the chance or at least pick up their CDs.
A rising stat from Scotland is harpist Catriona McKay and her
new CD, Starfish, will forever destroy all your preconceived notions concerning what harp music should sound like. Performing
on her Starfish McKay harp that she collaborated with Starfish
Designs in North Ballachulish, Scotland to create, Catriona absolutely blew my mind with her music. If you’re looking for your
traditional Grannie’s tearoom harp music, don’t buy this CD but
if you want some music that will stir your soul and prove Catriona
McKay’s genius, hear you go (misspelling intentional).
As I sit here banging away on my keyboard, I’m listening to
a privately produced CD from a great bunch in Texas, and thoroughly enjoying it. The group is Shift, and their first self-titled
CD is simply good stuff. Jason Huntly plays fiddle, Emily Bryant
plays guitar and Craig Scotland keeps the heartbeat steady on the
bodhran on this impressive first recording. It always impresses
me when local folk take the time and effort to put out a truly
professional recording and this one is no exception. This is one
CD I’ll shift to the top of the pile (sorry, couldn’t help myself).
We just finished watching the new DVD from Kila, Once
Upon a Time… and my jaw is still at half staff. What a tremendous production. Kila’s music is fun to listen to but they are
also a very visual band, who present a stage show that is every
bit a treat for the eyes as for the ears. Their new DVD captures
all the fun, you’ll love it.
The last recording I want to mention isn’t strictly Celtic,
although most of the performances are by Scottish artists.
Greentrax Recordings has put out another masterpiece in its new
release, Far, Far From Ypres – Songs, Poems and Music of World
War I. A two CD set containing the most comprehensive gathering of the music from World War 1, this collection is unrivaled
in presenting this period’s music. Lest we forget the sacrifices
made during this horrific war, this CD will help us remember
and, hopefully, keep us from repeating. Ian Green is the master
at finding important recordings and making them available to
us. This one is a landmark. I was fascinated by the CD and
mesmerized by the liner notes. History buffs will love this one.
That’s about it for this month. I want to thank again all of you
that keep supporting Celtic music, Celtic musicians and Celtic
music festivals. You are the people who make it happen. You pay
for the bands to perform, the athletes to compete, the tents, the beer
truck, the tee shirts and my kids education. I thank you. Slaintè
Thanks also for your gossip, real and imagined, your support, your goodwill and the occasional pint. Thanks to Gayle
& Mary Lou for technical support and inspiration. Thanks to
Ian for driving in Ohio. Bless you all. You can find me at my
regular spot at Rampant Lion Celtic Traders, 47 S. Villa, Villa
Park, IL 60181. 630-834-8108.
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Terry Horan Benefit

Terry Horan of
the Irish Minstrels
played at the original Emerald Isle
Pub, located at 747
N. Rush and 21 E.
Pearson for over
20 years. The Irish
Minstrels also performed at Fox’s Pub
in Oak Lawn.
Clockwise L-R: Terry Horan (Dublin),
The Irish Min- Martin Smith (Dublin Danny O’Flaherty
strels kept Irish mu- (Ardmore, Conemarra, Galway) Mike
sic and song alive in Duignan (Carrickfergus, Co. Down)
Chicago during the
70’s and 80’s. The group donated their time at countless benefits
and charitable events.
Terry was diagnosed with cancer and around Christmas
2007 Terry suffered a brain aneurysm Following surgery, Terry
received intensive therapy at the Chicago Rehabilitation Center
and finally regained his ability to walk. He is unable to work
and is currently convalescing at home.
Family and friends will gather together to help Terry in his
time of need and hold a benefit on Sunday, October 19, 2008 at
The Irish American Heritage Center, 4626 N. Knox in Chicago
from 2-9pm. Voluntary donations will be taken at the door and
there will be a cash bar, free food, music, dancing, raffles, and
silent auction.
A guest appearance by Danny O’Flaherty from

3511 N Clark
Chicago

773.935.6669
Open 11 am to 2 am
Sat 11 am to 3 am

Lunch/Dinner
Irish Brkfst all day!

Voted BEST Irish Bar 2004 & 2005 citisearch.com
WINNER! Best Comfort Food Award
AOL City Guide 2005 & 2006
WINNER! Silver Platter Award 2004, ’05, ‘06 & ’07
presented by Food Industry News
Zagot Guide Recommended 2004, ‘05, ‘06 & ‘07
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Connemara will be part of the entertainment, as well as
The Brogue, The Irish Musicians, Paddy Homan Band, The
Stock Yard Kilty Band, Joe Cullen, and the Lavin-Cassidy
Irish Dancers.
If unable to attend, donations may be made to: The Terry
Horan Benefit at any Chase Bank or mailed to: Chase Bank at
10 S. Dearborn, Chicago, IL 60670 (312) 732-1164.
For more information contact Maureen O’Looney 773286-6866; Mary McCauley 773-404-6621; or Margaret Coyle
773-239-7361, Cell 708-870-0579.

McNamara’s
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4328 W Irving Park Rd • Chicago
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and the only Wood Burning Grill in
Chicagoland!
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A Word With Father Boland

The Voice of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago

Reverend Michael M. Boland
Administrator,PrersidentandCEOCatholic
Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago

Hunger Awareness Month
Get Involved: Awareness and Action are
the First Steps
The headlines tell the story. As the economy worsens, the need to address hunger
grows. Soaring gas prices and food costs have
affected every family, as we all pay a larger
percentage of our income for travel to work,
housing and utility costs. Because incomes
have obviously not grown at the same rate,
people have been using their disposable
income for gas to get to work, their rent and
utilities, and are cutting back on the one thing

they have control over—the food they buy.
September is National“Hunger Awareness
Month.” At Catholic Charities, we are finding
that food for the family is the last thing on the
list of necessities, giving new meaning to the
term: “food insecurity.” What isn’t “secure”
today is where people are going to get the
money for their groceries.
In a faltering economy, Catholic Charities
is the first place people turn. We encourage
struggling families and individuals to pay
their rent first. We help them qualify for food
stamps, as well as apply for health insurance
for their children and for other income supports such as LIHEAP and tax assistance for
low income people. And we invite them to
use our eight food pantries in the city and
suburbs. This in turn places a bigger demand
on our food pantries.
Here are other new “signs of the times:”
• We see more new faces and more couples
at our weekly evening suppers for hungry,
homeless and low-income families and individuals in Summit, Hazel Crest, Des Plaines

and Chicago. The line for our Tuesday Night
Supper forms earlier than ever outside our
St. Vincent Center on Chicago’s Near North
Side. Normally, we seat and serve a hot meal
weekly to the maximum 130 hungry guests,
and pass out 50 lunch bags to those who cannot be seated—but since early spring that is
no longer enough for the 75 to 100 hungry
individuals who cannot get in. Sadly, we must
turn people away hungry.
• In Lake County last year, our Waukegan
Emergency Food Pantry served an average
of 270 low-income households each month,
providing approximately 7,900 meals to 875
people. The Catholic Charities Care Cupboard
for HIV/AIDS clients assisted an average of
70 clients who visited twice monthly and were
provided with a total of approximately 1,900
meals each month.
• The price of gas has impacted many of our
programs, in particular our home-delivered
meals programs for home-bound seniors in
Lake County and the south suburban region
of Cook County:
- Our volunteer Meals on Wheels drivers, many of whom are retired or on fixed
incomes, generously choose this way to
help others, but are finding it increasingly
difficult to donate their services and cars
because of the cost of gas.
- And for the first time in years, 150
seniors are on a waiting list for homedelivered meals.
- Our volunteer and staff drivers who
pick up food from the Greater Chicago
Food Depository (GCFD) in Chicago and
deliver it to our pantries, shelters and food
programs, are also paying more for gas
and need donations.
• Catholic Charities’ nine day care and child
development programs for children from
birth through six years of age daily provide
a healthy breakfast, lunch and snacks for
hundreds of children. We pay a vendor to
prepare the food, but rising food costs are
placing more pressure on the fiscal health of
our Child Care Centers.
• Each of our family shelters provides three
full meals a day to residents. For example, at
our St. Sylvester’s Shelter in Chicago, we are
feeding and housing 14 families, a total of 50
individuals that includes parents with children
ranging in age from babies to teenagers.
But our mission is not only to meet
people where they are and to feed them, or
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to increase “hunger awareness.” Our main
purpose is to strengthen the health of families and seniors by teaching them how to
prepare nutritious food for life, and how to
take better care of themselves.
For instance, more than 13,000 Chicago
residents 60 years and older benefited this
year from the Commodity Supplemental
Food Program (CFSP), which provides a
monthly nutrition food package to seniors.
Participants also received a $21 coupon
booklet this summer to purchase fresh fruits
and vegetables at local Farmers Markets
throughout Cook County.
At our 18 Women, Infants and Children
(WIC) Food Centers throughout Chicago,
we provide nutritional supplemental food
packages for pregnant and post-partum
women, and for infants and children from
birth through five years of age. Through our
Farmers Market program in cooperation
with the University of Illinois Food Extension, food demonstrations teach parents, as
well as recent immigrants, new, appealing
ways to prepare fresh seasonal fruits and
vegetables for their families, such as cantaloupe, cucumbers and cabbage; or apples,
carrots and pie pumpkins.
Catholic Charities fights hunger on many
fronts every year. Fortunately, we are assisted by our partnerships with the Greater
Chicago Food Depository and the Northern
Illinois Food Bank. But now, because of the
economic pressures felt by everyone, we
need more help than ever.
I invite you to take action against hunger
and join Catholic Charities in our public
education and food collection efforts during September: Hunger Awareness Month.
Donate food or gas money if you can, and
join our Annual Walk Against Hunger on
September 30.
Christ said: “I was hungry and you gave
me food … Whatever you did for these
least brothers of mine, you did it for me.”
Matthew 25:35,40.
Thank you for praying for and helping to
feed our hungry neighbors in Cook and Lake
counties. God bless you!
WAYS TO HELP:
To donate food or funds to feed the hungry, to volunteer, or for more information
about the Walk for the Hungry, please call
(312) 655-7315; or visit our web site at www.
catholiccharities.net/hunger.
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Sporting Log
Sean Og. O Ceallachain
The thorny question of GAA county
team managers being paid huge sums
of money has raised its ugly head once
again. The current GAA president
Nicky Brennan, whose three year term
of office ends early next year, is on the
war path over the vexed question. Brennan has let it be known that his sights
are set on trying to root out illegal
payments to team managers which he
admittedismakingacompletemockery

of the strict rule on amateurism. There
is one particular football team manager
who is associated with a particular
county, not by any means a county team
who would be capable of winning an
All-Ireland title. It is rumoured to have
been paid a huge amount of money to
master-mind a path to football glory for
that county. The county in question is
very far down the football ladder and
would normally come under the ‘weak’

New North American National
Games Development Coordinator
By Eamonn Kelly, PRO-NACB

The GAA announced the appointment of Mary Ruane of Chicago as
the National Games Development
Coordinator for all of North America.
The part time position was created for
the overseeing of the annual CYC
games and the National Games Development Program in North America.
She will report directly to the GAA
Director of Games, Pat Daly.
Ruane, who has played a major
role in the success of the CYC in
the role of secretary of it’s Steering
Committee, will now be responsible
to oversee the entire organization of
the CYC games going forward. CYC
responsibilities will include:
- Team Registration
- Preparation of a budget and reports
on Income/Expenditure
- Formation of Games Program
- Appointment of referee’s and pitch
supervisors in conjunction with the
CYC Steering Committee.
- Organization of Presentations/
Parade

- Preparation of relevant databases
Her major responsibility as National Games Development Coordinator will be overseeing the work of the
five current NACB divisional Games
Development Administrators (GDA)
and any additional GDA’s that may
be appointed by the North American,
New York and Canadian County
Boards. These duties include:
- Coordinate work programs with
the GDA’s
- Maintain relevant databases
- Maintain a record of GDA activity
-Prepareanannualbudgetandmonthly
reports on income and expenditure
- Liaise with the North American
Hurling Development Coordinator
Mary Ruane was born in Middlesex,
England. She is married to Adrian Ruan
from Athenry Co. Galway and a member
of the Chicago Wolfe Tones GFC. They
are the parents of four children, Brian
(20), Orla (16), Kieran (12) Mairead
(8), who play both hurling and football
in the Chicago Youth Program.

banner in terms of football ability.
But so many rumours concerning the
amount of money he is being paid has
angered the GAA, hence the step Nicky
Brennan is prepared to take to wipe
out this alleged racket of illegal money
payments. The historic agreement on
players grants was passed at Congress
last Easter. Brennan has stated he will
be tackling this very content issue in the
very near future. His first step will be to
set up a special committee to study and
re-draft Rule 11 and make this Rule on
amateurism much more specific.
But his comments will undoubtedly raise the hackles of those who
believe that the historic agreement to
pay players grants was the first step
on the slippery slope by eroding the
game’s amateur principle, and will be
very wary of any re-writing of Rule
11. The 5 million euro grant which
the Government is prepared to give
towards the players has hit a bit of a
snag at present. The Government is
currently cutting back on all donations
to sports in view of the serious position that they find themselves in over
the current drop in finances due to the
recession. It is quite possible that the
Government’s scheme for GAA players
may be withheld until the current recession recedes. That could lead to further
complications which could bring a
certain degree of militancy on the part
of the Gaelic Players Association, a
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body who look after the interest of the
players. Brennan insists that his prime
objective is only to tighten that which is
patently being abused. He stated, ”It is
no great secret that the whole amateur
code is being tampered with by a small
numberofpeopleandhasnothingtodo
with players grants or expenses.”“And
I have felt that Rule 11 is very loose
and bland at the moment, and I think
we need to re-define it in the context
of amateurism today and what we
mean by it,” he added. He mentioned
that nowadays players are getting cars
for winning All-Stars and we just need
to make sure that our rules incorporate
that. In was in that context too that payments to managers of teams had arisen.
On that subject Brennan was very clear.
“There’s also been much debate about
payment to managers.The reality is that
there has to be some compensation for
being a team manager. For example, becausetherearegenuinecostsassociated
with that task. There are other people
involved with teams too, and we have
to define what is going on in that area
and not have it as loose as it is at the
moment. When it is loose people put
their own interpretation on that and
amateurism is being eroded— there is
no doubt about that.”He insisted. Nicky
Brennan holds the most prestigious
position in the GAA and invariably
speaks his mind and is not afraid to do
so. He recently welcomed the campaign
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mounted by ‘Of One Belief,’ a group
who are totally against payment of
grants to GAA players because as he
said at the time, “it made all of us sit
up and take notice of amateurism.”As a
footnote to the managers, a well known
former GAA player who managed a
county football team was requested by
the Revenue Commissioners to attend
a meeting and explain why he hadn’t
paid taxes on the money allegedly paid
to him by the county he served. The
Revenue Commissioners drew a blank
as the player stated he was not responsible for the interpretation that some
people were putting on his expenses
payment by the County Board. No case
was found against him.
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Celtic Women Conference Update
“Being Together” October 9-11
This year is very special because
it is the final production of the Celtic
Women conferences, after eleven
events since 1998.
Work is nearly complete on the
Retrospective DVD covering all of
the conferences. They have been held
in Milwaukee, New Orleans, Toronto,
and a special one in Dublin. The DVD
consists of photographs and music
from each of the events. It will bring
back memories of the performers,
speakers, volunteers and attendees—
definitely a keepsake and it will be
unveiled at the end of the conference.
This year the overseas Celtic presenters come from Ireland, Scotland
and Wales. They are:
• Elinor Bennett, distinguished harpist

from Wales. Elinor appeared at the
very first conference and also at New
Orleans. She was the Exceptional
Celtic Woman of 2002.
• Brenda Kindregan, Irish categist
involved with the St. Brigid community in Kildare, Ireland. Solas •
Bhride (light of Brigid) celebrated
200 years in 2007.
• Margaret Bennett, folklorist, author,
musician from Scotland. Her talents
know no bounds. Margaret was the
Exceptional Celtic Woman in 2003.
• Andrew Ravenscroft, native of the Isle
of Man, now a Wisconsin resident.
• Marjorie Warren, native of Glasgow,
Scotland, now lives in North Carolina.
Presenters living in the U.S.
alphabetically:

• Flora Macdonald Gammon, intrepid MC and Scottish historian
and musician.
• Marilyn Jacobsen, from her Curly
Fleece Sheep Farm.
• Betsy McGovern, special Irish
singer and musician.
• Barbara Ryan, of Iona fame and all
things Celtic.
• Jerome Trewyn, Cornish historian.
The venue for 2008 will be the
Irish Fest Center in Wauwatosa. It
houses the Ward Irish Music Archives, a tremendous collection of
Irish music memorabilia that will
be available for attendees to peruse
while at the conference.
Please check the conference web
site for more information about registration, hotels, performers, etc. call
414-257-3770 or email conference@
conferenceofcelticwomen.org.
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Commissioner Terrence J. O’Brien,
who is president of the Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District of Greater
Chicago, has been selected to receive
the Water Environment Federation’s
Public Official Award in recognition
of his outstanding contribution toward
improving the water environment. The
award presentation will take place at
the 81st Annual Water Environment
Federation Technical Exhibition and
Conference (WEFTEC) in Chicago
in October.

Halfway to St. Paddy’s Show at Sox Game
Paddy Homan, Kathleen Keane
and Jesse Langen will entertain fans
with a lively Halfway to St. Paddy’s
Day session on Friday, September 12,
from 5-7pm, prior to the White Sox vs.
Detroit Tigers game at U.S. Cellular
Field in Chicago, at the Gate 3 outdoor
stage. The trio have been performing
together at the Galway Arms.
Paddy Homan from Cork, a popular performer who has been making
his mark on the Chicago scene and
the USA sings with great passion and
energy. Kathleen Keane, a vibrant
force in traditional Irish music is one
of the world’s finest Celtic fiddlers.
Jesse Langen is well known in Chicagoland and internationally for his

versatility on guitar and the teaching
of traditional Irish music. It’s time for
all Southsiders to come out and enjoy
this fine music and the game.
www.paddyhoman.com.
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New Harp and Shamrock Officers Elected
The Harp and Shamrock Society
of Texas has elected long time board
member, Joan Moody, as president of
the organization effective October 1.
Joan and all the other newly elected
officers will be installed at a dinner
on Friday, September 26, 2008.
The Society is hosting a halfway to
St. Patrick’s Day golf tournament and
invites all Irish golfers from through-

out the US to join them in San Antonio
for the tournament to be held September 19 at Olympic Hill Golf Course
in Universal City. Visit the society’s
website for further details at www.
harpandshamrock.org. On September
20 there will be a hooley with music,
song and dance at Casbeer’s pub in the
King William District of San Antonio
from Noon until 6pm.

September 2008

IRISH AMERICAN NEWS

September IAHC Events

Salon Concert Series

Group Exhibit with Irish Themes

Old Abbey Near the Sea in County Wexford

castles, ruins, cottages and abbeys.
Irish Themes runs from Friday, Sept. 13
to October 5. Gallery hours are Saturdays
Scenic Bridge in County Wicklow
and Sundays, from 1pm to 4pm. There
The IAHC Art Gallery will feature a will be an artists’ reception on Sept. 12
group art exhibit, showcasing local pho- from 6 to 9pm.
tographers and paintings this
fall. The exhibit, Irish Themes
features artists Tom Boyle
of Des Plaines, IL; Gerrylea
Ferriter of Tinley Park, IL;
Mary O’Rourke Mariutto of
Crystal Lake, IL; Dennis Osmanski of Sussex, Wisconsin
and Virginia Sheets of Iowa.
The show reflects the vision of two painters and three
photographers and their love
of the beauty of Ireland. It
includes paintings and photographs of Irish landscapes, View from Dun Aengus, Aran Islands

IAHC Covers the Great Books

Fall Irish School Classes

The Great Irish Book Discussion Group
continues this fall at the Irish American
Heritage Center. The group meets at l:30pm
on the second Sunday of each month in the
IAHC Library.
The following are this year’s selections.
Virginia Gibbons moderates the discussions,
which are free and open to the public.
Sep. 14 - By the Lake by John McGahern
Oct. 12 - The Last Hurrah by Edwin O’Connor
and Boss by Mike Royko
Nov. 9 - The Light of Evening by Edna O’Brien
Dec. 14 - An Irish Christmas by John B. Keane and
How the Irish Invented Slang by Daniel Cassidy
Jan. 11 - The Whitest Flower by Brendan Graham
Feb. 8 - Natural History by Maureen Howard
Mar. 8 - The Poor Mouth by Flann O’Brien
Apr. 12 - Roscoe by William Kennedy
May 3 - The Snapper by Roddy Doyle
For more information, contact Peg Reid, Library Director at 773 282 7035, ext. 19.

The fall semester of Irish School at the
Children’s Center for Cultural Studies returns
this fall at the IAHC.
Kids ages 6-16 can take lessons in Irish
heritage, culture, customs, language, art
and music, through drama, storytelling,
crafts and games. Classes include Irish
Language studies, the Teen Theatre Workshop and Celtic Mythology and Art.
The fall semester runs from October 4 to
December 6 and classes are on Saturday mornings from 9am-Noon. Fees are $40 tuition for
IAHC members and $60 for non-members.
Discounts for families apply.
To register children for classes, just
show up at the first class and be ready for
your children to have a great time while
learning about all things Irish!
For more information on all children’s
educational programs at the IAHC, contact
Director Frank Crowley at 773-612-6584.

Shapeshifters Theatre Fall Production
Shapeshifters Theatre of the IAHC’s world
premiere of its fall production, The Day Patient, directed by Robert Ayres, will run for
four weekends this September and October
at the IAHC.
The Day Patient, written by Irish American
News columnist J. Sean Callan, tells the story
of a Dublin housewife who falls into a coma
after complications during routine surgery.
Searching for answers, her husband tries to
find the cause of her disastrous situation, but
finds himself up against the forces of both
an arrogant surgeon and a hospital executive
more concerned on the hospital’s image and

insurance premiums. The husband’s refusal to
back down and his struggle to help his wife is
both powerful and inspiring. The Day Patient
demonstrates how the power of love and faith
in the quest for truth can overcome the most
tremendous of odds.
The Day Patient opens Friday, September
26, with a post-show reception for patrons,
cast and crew. It runs for four weekends,
through Sunday, October 18. Performances
are Fridays and Saturdays at 8pm and
Sundays at 3pm. Tickets are $12 for IAHC
members and $15 for the general public. Call
773-282-7035 ext. 10.
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between. He plays guitar, bass and brass.
Scott, plays and sings in the 8-piece folk
ensemble The Trail Band. He is a composer, with dozens of scores for documentaries and films under his belt.
The Kevin Burke and Cal Scott Salon
Concert is Sunday, September 28 at 7pm.
Tickets are $18 and can be purchased at
the door. For more information, call 773282-7035, ext. 10.

The IAHC will kickoff its 2008-2009
Salon Concert Series with an evening with
musicians Kevin Burke and Cal Scott.
Kevin Burke’s lyrical fiddle playing
has earned him a reputation as one of the
finest, most influential players in music
today. From bands The Bothy Band
to Patrick Street, he has defined Irish
fiddle playing for a
generation. His work
with artists as such
as Kate Bush, Arlo
Guthrie and Christy
Moore has given him
an audience that not
only spans continents,
but defies attempts at
categorization.
Cal Scott is a remarkable multi-instrumentalist who
performs everything
from traditional music to bluegrass to
jazz and everything in Kevin Burke and Cal Scott. Photo by Owen Carey.
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The

Irish Rover
By James McClure

Angels to the Rescue
It was perhaps the final moments
for the last man left in a valiant effort by United States special forces
in Afghanistan.
Navy SEAL Marcus Luttrell was
pinned down under fire in a hostile
northeastern village, his three comrades already dead after holding off
150 al-Qaida and Taliban mountain
fighters. Fellow Petty Officers Matthew
Axelson and Danny Diets didn’t make
it; neither did Lt. Michael Murphy.
Nearly 100 Taliban were also killed
and now only Luttrell, badly wounded
with a gunshot to the leg, clung to life
in the pitch dark on a narrow ledge
7,000 feet up a mountainside.

A Chinook helicopter with reinforcements aboard was shot down
during the three-hour battle, all 16
aboard killed.
On the eve of July 4th, 2005, it
seemed that Luttrell had seen his
twilight’s last gleaming.

Enter the
920th Rescue Wing
In the deepest dark, in one of the
most remote places on Earth, the
fighting sailor spotted American Air
Force helicopters coming for him
even though he was surrounded by
Taliban fighters.
Based just south of Cape Canaveral at Patrick Air Force Base in
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Florida, the 920th Resdoing aeromedical evacuacue Wing specializes in
tions of combat forces. “The
pulling off the imposbottom line is we’re saving
sible. While much of
lives,” notes Kirkpatrick.
the base sleeps at night
Known originally as pathe rescue craft are still
ra-jumpers, and still called
active, practicing night
“PJs”, pararescuemen have
maneuvers and testto pass a grueling two year
ing the capabilities of
course. Only 10 percent
their specially modified
of applicants complete the
aircraft.
intense process known as
Hulking Hercules
“The Pipeline.” By the time
C-130 aircraft spin up
they finish they are combitheir propellers on the
nation SCUBA divers, paraPatrick tarmac, and
chutists, mountain climbers,
they are much more
swimmers, marksmen and
than transports. Each
certified paramedics.
HC130P/N is an exRescuers with a will to
tended range, combat
fight. “You still have to have
search and rescue airthat combat mentality,” says
craft with the primary Col. Stevin Kirkpatrick, 920th Rescue Wing Commander
Kirkpatrick. Ambush is almission of lengthening
ways a possibility. The wing
the range of the wing’s search and
A native of the Lone Star state, commander says the mission goes
rescue helicopters through aerial Kirkpatrick’s Irish heritage goes on regardless. “We’re there to pull
refueling in hostile airspace. Flying back to 1840’s Dublin. His work people out—whatever it takes.”
with night vision goggles they can do ethic is as busy as yesterday and as From High
visual and electronic searches over full speed as tomorrow.
land and water as well as airdrop pa- “We’re the busiest reserve wing Ground to Hollywood
rarescue specialist teams along with in all the air force,” explains KirkIn the case of recovering Luttrell
watercraft and all-terrain vehicles. patrick. They never know when it took a dusty dark landing on
They are a stealthy flying gas or where they may be called on to the ledge where the 920th Rescue
station for the HH-60G Pave Hawk rescue someone, though the future Wing found him.
combat search and rescue helicopter. is clear. Some of Kirkpatrick’s airUnlike many secret operations of
Each Pave Hawk carries a retractable men are gearing up for a return to the 920th this one is seeing the light
inflight refueling probe, an infrared Afghanistan, where in 2005 the unit of day. Luttrell, who like Kirkpatrick
vision system, two machine guns and made 54 combat rescues in Opera- is a Texan, has written about the
most importantly, the pararescuemen tion Enduring Freedom.
improbable rescue in a book called
who have a 50 year tradition of rescuThat same year the wing served “Lone Survivor.” It is currently being
ing downed pilots, imperiled mariners, more than a thousand lives in the developed into a major movie.
victims of natural disasters and if aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. And
At the time Luttrell’s transmitter
needed, astronauts from an aborted in the next few months the 920th had a broken antenna and couldn’t
mission.
will also begin preliminary training transmit. He could hear his rescuers
to support the manned spacecraft but they couldn’t hear him. “I could
Irishman
program to return to the Moon later see the helicopters the whole time,”
with a Texas Twang
Luttrell later told a local Florida
in the decade.
U.S. Air Force Colonel Steven
The motto of the pararescuemen is newspaper. “They never gave up.”
Even unseen angels have a way
W. “Wall Street” Kirkpatrick com- “We do these things… that others may
mands the 920th Rescue Wing from live.” With military forces stretched of making themselves known when
his Florida headquarters. He got the around the globe the 920th will be most needed.
flight call sign from the period when taking on a new role in Afghanistan, E - m a i l J i m M c C l u r e a t
he left active duty as a B-52 bomber taking the place of army teams by IrishRoverJim@aol.com
pilot to be a stockbroker.

The Zodiac Sessions

Barry “Jazz” Finnegan is the organiser of an acoustic showcase for
up and coming musicians in Ireland
which takes place every Wednesday
evening in Bruxelles Bar, located just
off Grafton Street in Dublin.
The Zodiac Sessions has received
notable acclaim over the last few years
for its combination of eclectic sounds
and song writing talents and has recently been voted by Hot Press magazine,
“Dublin’s finest open mic” venue. The
main principle behind the night is to
provide talented artists with a platform
and a means to express themselves
musically. Musicians from all over the
world have taken to their stage, including rock icon Joe Bouchard of Blue
Oyster Cult and Ireland’s legendary

singer songwriter Mundy.
The performances are digitally
recorded on a weekly basis and
posted on the official website.
A catalogue of over 200 music
videos have been uploaded.
Finnegan recently recorded, produced & promoted a second acoustic
compilation called The Potential Collection - Volume 2. The album is an
arrangement of songs by artists who
have frequented The Zodiac Sessions
over the last year and a half.
www.TheZodiacSessions.com
www.youtube.com/
thezodiacsessions
www.myspace.com/
thezodiacsessions
www.bebo.com/thezodiacsessions
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Baal Tinne at
Celtic Fest Chicago
Celtic Fest is celebrating its 11th Anniversary and attracts some fantastic acts, music,
dance and traditions of many Celtic regions
such as Ireland, Brittany, France, Wales, Cornwall, Isle of Man, Galicia, Spain, and Scotland.
Not to mention the fact that September is
perfect weather for festivals in Chicago.
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This year’s headliners include Mary Black,
The Saw Doctors, Ronsed-Mor-Kevrenn
Alre—a 21-piece French pipe band, Kila, and
Llan de Cabel. Other performers include
Flook, Song of the Lakes, Susan McKeown,
The Cottars, Robin Huw Bowen, Genticorum
and John Williams.
Baal Tinne will perform at 5pm on Saturday
on The Next Generation Stage. CDs available
on iTunes and Amazon.com.

Finding John Williams
By Bill Margeson

Chicagoan John Williams is well known to
Irish music fans, of course. Operating from
his north suburban headquarters, John’s history in the music goes back for decades now
as an internationally known button box player.
Beginning in his youth well before his solo
albums for the Green Linnet label, continuing
through his work as a founding member of the
group Solas and his successful collaboration
with friend and fellow musician, Dean Magraw
on the album, Raven for Compass two years
ago, John remains on the move. He is also well
known to Chicagoans for his hosting of the
regular Sunday sessions at Tommy Nevins Pub
and Restaurant in Evanston on Sundays from
3-6:00pm, and Wednesdays from 7-10. He
hosts other sessions as well and the convivial
nature of it all continues to draw musicians
of all levels, including some of the best in the
world, who drop by to see friend John.
What is not so well known to the general
public is his highly successful work in composing. He is now in constant, international
demand as a writer of music for dramas,
movies, television documentaries and a
whole host of other projects. This past spring,
many Chicagoans will remember his staggeringly ambitious 45 compositions from the
15-part adaptation of Mike Leonard’s Ride of
Our Lives for PBS. He is currently working
with Alan Whiteman on a radio drama on
the life of the iconic Chicago Police Captain,
Francis O’Neill. For this, John also played
piano. He’s also busy composing for The
Quiet Man Tales opening at the Mercury
Theater next spring. Did we mention he has
one of the best selling albums atTarget stores
with the Celtic Passion album he did with
fellow Chicagoans Pat Broaders, Kieran O’
Hare and Liz Knowles joining Dean Magraw
and him? Oh, and he has started teaching
a Monday night music class in Evanston
with Jesse Langen at Musical Offering. He
remains in charge of special musical projects
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for Old St. Pat’s Church in Chicago, also appearing there often as a musical part of the
mass and special events.
Knowing John, it might be argued however,
that his favorite activities still involve the
Nevins sessions and others. “Every session
is a little different, depending on who shows
up,” he says. “It is really great to see young
players joining in with some really excellent
musicians in a fun and sharing environment.”
Those who love real Irish music know well
that the session remains the heart and soul
of the art. It is there that ideas are exchanged,
friendships formed and magical musical moments produced. If it is a good session, there
can be lots of those moments.
When we did an article on him a couple
years back for Irish Music Magazine in Dublin, Ireland, we were impressed at how many
creative efforts John can keep in the air at
once. We recently teased him by asking where
his next solo album is in the middle of these
projects, many not even listed here. “Oh, I’m
working on that. I’ve got to do more on that.
Maybe something again with Dean. Raven
was so well accepted. Did you know it is still
selling well? Yeah, I’ve definitely got to get
back to work on the next album.” Following
his career over the years, you realize this is
no empty talk.
As his compositional skills become increasingly more known, he has become one of those
rarest of rare Irish music figures. An artist
earning a living from the music. This has not
been by accident. Of course, it all takes years.
There is no quick way in real Irish music to
this kind of position. All part of a never-ending
educational process, musicians like John who
can also compose at this level are still rare. And
yet, at the back of it all stands a button box
that is still lovingly pulled out and played at
sessions around Chicago—and, magically, at
Nevins twice a week. Catching up with John
is never easy, but we know where we can find
him every Sunday and Wednesday—and with
his schedule, that is saying a lot.
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Saving
Detroit’s Corktown
By Neil Mullally

Like Boston, New York, Chicago,
and other eastern and midwestern cities, as immigrants flowed into Detroit
in the mid-1800’s, the immigrant
populations congregated in ethnic
neighborhoods. In Detroit the Irish
neighborhood was dubbed “Corktown,” after County Cork in Ireland.
Many of Detroit’s Irish immigrants
had either been born there, or had at
least departed for the States from the
harbor at Cork City.
Following Cincinnati and St. Louis,
Detroit was then the third largest city
in the Midwest, and Corktown was the
most populous of Detroit’s ethnic neighborhoods. In 1850, one in seven Detroit

residents had been born in Ireland!
Dating from 1834, Corktown is
recognized by the City of Detroit as its
oldest surviving ethnic neighborhood.
TodayCorktownhasbeenplacedupon
the National Register of Historic
Places, and is a designated Historic
District of the City of Detroit. But
Corktown’s survival was a close call.
In the name of “progress” in the
1950’s and 1960’s, much of Corktown
fell victim to the wrecking ball as
urban “renewal” and freeway construction reduced it to a fraction of
its original size. The then-new Lodge
Freeway bisected it, and commercial
development supplanted blocks of
the original homes and other struc- tures of the neighborhood. Corktown
was in danger of losing its identity
and becoming an historical memory.
But in 1976 a community based
housing development organization
was formed, the Greater Corktown
Development Corporation. Since
then, this group has taken the lead
in facilitating the preservation and
re-development of Corktown as an
affordable urban village within the
City of Detroit.
Although Corktown is now only
a fraction of its original size, its protected legal status assures its future
existence. Today the Corktown district
includes about 300 preserved structures housing some 2,000 residents.
Its historic streets boast Victorian-era
row houses, beautifully restored with

to purchase inscribed memorial paver
bricks that are installed at the plaza.
For more information on Corkvibrant colors and careful gardens. town and Detroit area Irish activities,
The neighborhood is a tight-knit go to www.detroitirish.org.
community, with a mix of lifelong
residents, young couples and singles. Irish Heartbeat
Thesurroundingentertainmentdistrict with Dervish to
is among the city’s best for nightlife.
While Corktown is easily accessible by Launch Late 2008
car, bus or bicycle, this neighborhood
The Irish music “session”—reguis best explored by foot, lauded as one larly connected with the great pubs
of the most walkable areas in Detroit. of Ireland and the wild beauty of the
The Detroit area Irish American west of Ireland—is now set to take a
community also supports the preser- new path on American airwaves. Revation and recognition of Corktown nowned Irish traditional band Dervish
as the core of Michigan’s historical will bring the sounds of a spirited Irish
Irish heritage. In 2006, after long session to American public radio audiplanning and fundraising, the United ences through a weekly radio program,
Irish Societies of Detroit created and “Irish Heartbeat with Dervish.” The
dedicated Irish Plaza in Corktown, as program goes into production this
a permanent tribute to Detroit’s early month at the band’s Sligo studios in
Irish settlers. It is still possible for any the West of Ireland.
who wish to contribute to this project,
Hosted by Dervish’s charismatic

lead singer Cathy Jordan, the program will feature guests from among
Ireland and America’s top traditional
and roots musicians, as well as noted
figures from Ireland’s literary and
wider arts world.
The program is the brainchild of
Dervish co-founder and accordion
player Shane Mitchell. “We wanted
to capture the character and spirit of
a pub session, which is the natural
home of our music,” he says. “We
came up with the idea of a regular
radio show with guests jamming
with the band, to send to America.
I must say I’ve never seen the band
so excited about a project!” The
members of Dervish will make up
the program’s house band.
Together since 1989, Dervish is
considered one of the Irish music
world’s leading performers. The sixmembergrouphasreleased10albums
and two DVDs on their own Whirling
Disc label, and have received numerous awards including “Trad Band of
the Year” for 2007 by Hot Press (Ireland’s top music publication) and Irish
Music Magazine’s “Band of the Year”
a decade earlier. Michael Flatley (Riverdance, Lord of the Dance) called
them the “best band in Ireland.”
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Frank McCourt
in Muskegon
on October 25
By Neil Mullally

As part of the
Muskegon Fall
Humanities Festival sponsored by
Muskegon Community College,
the Muskegon
Writers’ Center
has announced
that Frank McCourt will appear to present a
program at the
Frauenthal Theater in downtown
Muskegon on Saturday, October 25,
2008, at 7:00 p.m.
He is the author
of Angela’s Ashes,
‘Tis, Teacher Man,
and Angela and the Baby Jesus.
Tickets are $42 for premier seating,
$27 for regular seating, and $15 for
students. Tickets may be purchased at
the Frauenthal Theater Ticket Office
231-722-9750. McCourt’s books will
be available to buy, and the author will
sign copies after the program.
Born to Irish immigrant parents
in Brooklyn in 1930, McCourt grew
up in Limerick, Ireland, and returned
to America in 1949. For thirty years
he taught in New York City high
schools. Angela’s Ashes, the story of
his impoverished early years, won
the Pulitzer Prize, the National Book
Critics Circle Award, and the L.A.
Times Book Award. In 2006 McCourt,
a lively storyteller, also won the prestigious Ellis Island Family Heritage
Award for Exemplary Service in the
Field of Arts, and the United Federation of Teachers John Dewey Award
for Excellence in Education.
The Mona Shores Fiddlers will
perform on stage before McCourt’s
appearance. In conjunction with this
event, a coat drive will be held to benefit Every Woman’s Place, the community crisis center for women and their
children. Donors are asked to bring
a clean used coat to the ticket office
when they purchase tickets, or to the
theater the night of October 25.

For information about
the special advertising rates and/ or
editorial for the
section call Cliff at
708-445-0700
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Kalamazoo Irish Fest September 19-20
By Neil Mullally

The Irish American Club of Kalamazoo, Michigan, has scheduled that
community’s annual Irish Fest for
2008 on Friday and Saturday, September 19 - 20. The Fest hours on Friday
are from 4:30 pm until midnight, and
on Saturday from 10:30 am until midnight. Admission is $7.00 per adult,
and children 12 or under accompanied
by an adult are admitted free. On Saturday college students with school ID
can buy their tickets at half price. The
Fest’s venue is Kalamazoo’s permanent downtown festival park, Arcadia
Creek Festival Place.
On Friday evening the mainstage
performers will include Embarr,
Whiskey Before Breakfast, Harvest
Home, and the popular regional band
Fonn Mor.

Lynch’s Lair is now located at 1479 Lake Drive SE (between the
Post Office and Smitty’s Party Store) in Grand Rapids, MI. Saturdays
throughout the summer and fall they hold “Sessions on the Porch.” Call
616-245-0920 to verify dates and times.

On Saturday, the full entertainment line-up will showcase The Irish
Dance Company of Lansing, the
Quinn School of Irish Dance, the
Kalamazoo Pipe Band, String Cheese,
Freshwater, Rare Combination, Kennedy’s Kitchen, Donnybrook, and
Belfast Gin.
Freshwater hails from Mount
Pleasant in northern Michigan, and
Rare Combination finds its talented
members in the Battle Creek/Kalamazoo area. One of Rare Combination’s lead musicians is Father Patrick
Murphy. Chicago and northern
Indiana Irish music fans should be
no strangers to Kennedy’s Kitchen
andDonnybrook,becausebothbands
appear regularly in Chicagoland,
Merrillville, and South Bend. Belfast Gin is a celtic rock group from
Kalamazoo, and a past winner of the
“Battle of the Celtic Bands” there.
At the Session Tent musicians are
welcome to drop by to create their
foot-stomping, hand-clapping music
with others who love to entertain the
appreciative fest patrons.

The Heritage Village is popular
with everyone attending the Fest. The
Irish American Club sponsors the
Irish Tea Room, where tea, coffee and
scones are served. Genealogy research
guidance is provided by experts from
the Kalamazoo Valley Genealogy Society. The Pendragons Guild’s skilled
calligraphers demonstrate the fine art
of medieval lettering, illumination,
and drawing of Celtic designs and
knots. Members of the Kalamazoo
Weavers’ Guild take observers back
in time as they spin wool into thread,
and weave the thread into cloth, with
several of their creations also on display. Even a palm reader and Celtic
healing shaman are on hand.
The Irish Marketplace has a full
array of purveyors of Irish goods and
food choices.
Families with young children must
visit Ti na nOg (Land of the Young)
Children’s Center. Special activities
such as handcrafts, games, and face
painting await the wee ones there.
Kalamazoo is located east of
Chicago on I-94, and is a pleasant,
all expressway drive of 145 miles,
with a driving time of between 2 2.5 hours.
For more information and to get updates, go to www.kalamazooirish.org.
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An
Immigrant’s Musings
Fr. Michael Leonard
We at C.I.I.S. often get requests
from people who are the descendants
of immigrants wishing to trace their
ancestors; this new service introduced by USCIS in August should
be useful in this regard.

USCIS Establishes
Genealogy Program
Fee-for-Service Program Replaces Lengthy FOIA Process
WASHINGTON — Customers
can now turn to U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services (USCIS)
for help in researching their family’s
immigration history through the
agency’s new Genealogy Program.
USCIS maintains historical records documenting the arrival and
naturalization of millions of immigrants who arrived in the United
States since the late 1800s or and
naturalized between 1906 and 1956.
Until today, the process to request
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these records was handled through a
Freedom of Information Act / Privacy
Act (FOIA) request.
“In many cases USCIS is the only
government agency that has certain
historical records that provide the missing link which genealogists or family
historians need,” said Jonathan “Jock”
Scharfen, USCIS’ Acting Director.
The agency anticipates interest
in genealogy to continue to grow.
In the past four years alone, USCIS
received more than 40,000 FOIA
requests for historical records. The
new genealogy program will create a dedicated queue for genealogists, historians and others seeking
genealogical and historical records
and reference services that generally
require no FOIA expertise. As a result, USCIS will provide more timely
responses to requests for records of
deceased individuals.
Individuals may submit genealogy
records requests by using the new
forms, G-1041 -Genealogy Index
Search Request, and G-1041A - Genealogy Records Request. Both forms are
available on the new USCIS Genealogy
Programpageat:http://www.uscis.gov/
genealogy. The fees include:
• Genealogy Index Search - $20
• Copy of a File on Microfilm - $20
• Copy of a Textual File Copy - $35

USCIS Proposes
Changes to Improve
the H-2B Temporary
Non-agricultural
Worker Program
WASHINGTON—U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services (USCIS)
announced August 15, 2008 a series
of proposed rule changes that will
streamline procedures for hiring work-

ers under the H-2B program. These
changes are being proposed in further
fulfillment of the commitment made
by the Administration last August,
after the failure of Congress to pass
comprehensive immigration reform,
to review and improve temporary
worker visa programs using existing
authorities. The proposed rule, which
has been sent to the Federal Register,
supplements the extensive reforms of
the H-2B program already proposed
by the Department of Labor in its proposed rule published on May 22.
The H-2B nonimmigrant temporary worker program allows U.S.
employers to bring foreign nationals
to the United States to fill temporary
non-agricultural temporary jobs for
which U.S. workers are not available.
The proposed changes to the H-2B
program, discussed by Homeland
Security Secretary Michael Chertoff
on June 10, will encourage and facilitate the lawful employment of foreign
temporaryworkerswhileensuringthe
integrity of the H-2B program.
The proposed rule is designed to
remove unnecessary limitations on
H-2B employers while both preventing fraud and abuse and protecting
the rights of temporary workers. The
proposed rule will:
• Reduce from six months to three
months the time H-2B workers must
wait outside the United States before
they are eligible to re-obtain status
under the H or L classification
• Require employer attestations on
the scope of the H-2B employment
and the use of recruiters to locate
H-2B workers
• Crack down on employers and
recruiters who impose fees on prospective H-2B workers in connection
with or as a condition of an offer of
H-2B employment
• Require an approved temporary
labor certification in connection with
all H-2B petitions
• Preclude, with limited exception,
the change of the employment start
date after the grant of the temporary
labor certification
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• Require employers to notify DHS
when H-2B workers fail to show up
for work, are terminated, or abscond
from the worksite
• Change the definition of “temporary employment” to provide that a
job is of a temporary nature when the
worker will end in the near, definable
futureandtoeliminatetherequirement
that employers show “extraordinary
circumstances” to be eligible to hire
H-2B workers where a one-time need
for the workers is longer than one year
but shorter than three years
• Prohibit the approval of H-2B
petitions for nationals of countries
that are determined to be consistently
refusing or unreasonably delaying
repatriation of their nationals
• Establish a land-border exit system pilot program, which requires
H-2B workers admitted through a
port of entry participating in the pilot
H-program to also depart through a
participating port and to present designated biographic and/or biometric
information upon departure.

The Rose Within
A certain man planted a rose and
watered it faithfully and before it
blossomed, he examined it.
He saw the bud that would soon
blossom, but noticed thorns upon the
stem and he thought, “How can any
beautiful flower come from a plant
burdened with so many sharp thorns?
Saddened by this thought, he neglected to water the rose, and just before it
was ready to bloom… it died.
So it is with many people. Within
every soul there is a rose. The Godlike qualities planted in us at birth,
grow amid the thorns of our faults.
Many of us look at ourselves and see
only the thorns, the defects.
We despair, thinking that nothing
good can possibly come from us. We
neglect to water the good within us,
and eventually it dies. We never realize our potential.
Some people do not see the rose
withinthemselves;someoneelsemust
show it to them. One of the greatest
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gifts a person can possess is to be able
to reach past the thorns of another,
and find the rose within them.
This is one of the characteristic
of love… to look at a person, know
their true faults and accepting that
person into your life… all the while
recognizing the nobility in their soul.
Help others to realize they can overcome their faults. If we show them the
“rose” within themselves, they will
conquer their thorns. Only then will
they blossom many times over.
An Café Liteartha, the older adults
initiative run by Irish Immigrant
Support and Wellspring Personal
Care will begin its twice monthly
meetings again this Fall in the Irish
American Heritage Center. The Fall
schedule promises an exciting line
up of speakers and social events and
everyone is welcome to attend. The
group meets every second Thursday
from 10am-12pm.
09/11- Kick off party with traditional music
09/25- The Irish in Chicago
Presentation by Tom Boyle
10/09- Celtic Mythology Presentation by Josephine McCaughey
10/23- Samhain Halloween Art
Exhibit by Frank Crowley
11/06- Presentation on Ireland’s
famous Maude Gone by Theresa
Choske
11/20- Celtic Spirituality Presentation by Fr. Michael Leonard
12/04- Addressing Winter Medical Issues by Dr. Steven Fox
12/18- Mass in Gaelic, Carol
singing & Christmas Party
Irish Immigrant Support is also
pleasedtoannouncethatwehavefree
prescription vouchers available to
Cook county residents. The voucher
entitles the bearer up to 20% discount
off pharmacy prescription drugs that
are not covered by insurance or up to
50% on 3 month supplies of select
generics available through the mail.
Contact our office for more details.
Should you have any comments,
questionsorsuggestions,pleasefeel
free to contact me @ sliabhanoir@
yahoo.com or 312-337-8445.

Oyster Fest 2008
Galway Tribes Irish Pub & Ale
House, located at 9680 Lincoln
Way Lane in Frankfort, IL, is
hosting a Half Way to St. Paddy’s
Day Party & Oyster Festival
with free music, an oyster eating
contest, and a beer garden setting.
Admission is free.
To participate in the contest,
fill out an entry form at www.
thegalwaytribes.com. The current record is 99 oysters in two
minutes!

This third year running event
will include: Live Music All
Week; Emerald Society Pipers and Drummers; Irish Step
Dancers; Oyster opening/cooking demonstration and Oyster
Shooter Bars. The festival runs
from September 17th–21st. The
Oyster eating contest is on September 20th at 3 p.m. For more
information or to register, visit
www.thegalwaytribes.comorcall
815-464-9881.
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Gaelic Park September Events
Monthly
Musical Luncheon
September’s monthly Musical
Luncheon will be held on Wed., Sept.
3rd, 2008 beginning at noon. The Musical Luncheon is an exciting way to
break up the week with an afternoon
of wonderful food, dancing and music by Sean O’Donnell. Tickets are
$13 and include all entertainment.
Reservations are required.

Carraig Pub
Hosts Musicians
Gaelic Park in Oak Forest is home
to the Carraig Pub, the place for a
great night out with music and great,
mouth-watering food. The Carraig
serves favorites such as corned beef
sandwiches, shepherd’s pie, fish &
chips, ribs, chicken and many other
entrees and appetizers.
Music is also big at the Carraig with free entertainment every
Friday and Saturday night with the
best local performers. This month’s

Horoscopes

By Theresa Castro

ARIES: This is the time of year
when you will need to balance both
your everyday routines and your personal relationships. How well you do
this depends on your time management. Some of you may embark on
an office romance. Watch it!
TAURUS: You are considering taking a developing friendship to a different level. You may be closing the door
on one relationship while entering a
new phase with someone new. This
may scare you a bit so take it slow.
GEMINI: Your home life may
need some clearing up these days.
Are you trying to ease debt by refinancing or selling? Be careful whom
you choose to broker your deal. Do
not be taken in by promises of extremely low interest rates.
CANCER: Some Cancers may
need to figure out new transportation
means because of a breakdown or gas
prices. You’ll be thinking how to get
to work on time and cheaper. Carpool,
or work from home? These questions
will be uppermost in your mind.
LEO: Your last month’s birthday
was not so easy. This will be a underlying theme throughout the year.
The challenges offered also urge us
to grow and bring opportunities for
greater self awareness. Now your
finances may need your attention. Do
not live beyond your means.
VIRGO: This is the month when
the spotlight is on you. Sept. 2008 is
a great time to consolidate all of your
past efforts into something you can
hold on to. Your patience and hard
work should begin to pay off if you

Music School of Chicago beginning
at 7:30pm. Everyone is welcome.
Gaelic Park also telecasts Gaelic
Games, rugby and soccer matches.The
All Ireland Hurling Final will be broadcast live on Sunday, September 7th and
the All Ireland Hurling Final will be
broadcast live on Sunday, September
21st. Admission is $20. A traditional
Irish Breakfast will also be available
for purchase at the telecasts.

entertainment includes: Jerry Eadie
on Friday, 9/5; Katie Byrne & Leadfoot on Friday, 9/12; Bernie Glim &
Country Roads on Saturday, 9/13; Joe
McShane on Friday, 9/26; and Week
Back on Saturday, 9/27.
Entertainment for Saturday,
September 6, Friday, September
19 and Saturday, September 20th
are to be announced.
Irish Heritage
Thursday evenings come to the
&
Harvest Day
Carraig for the traditional Irish music
session given by Pat Finnegan, Sean
Gaelic Park will be hosting their
Cleland and the students of the Irish annual Heritage & Harvest Day on
Sun., Sept. 21st, 2008. This day
promises to be a fun-filled, family
day that will include games for all
ages. Some of the highlights of the

41

day will include the very beautiful
Connemara Ponies that will be on
display; Photographers Journey:
A Tour of Ireland, a photography
exhibition by James Fraher; youth
football; hurling; an apple pie baking contest; traditional Irish music
and loads of other surprises. The
admission is free.
In Ireland, the local farmers use
a “thresher,” a farm implement that
separates the grain from the chaff. The
farmers go from neighbor to neighbor
to thresh the year’s harvest.The harvest
is a time of great celebration and fun.
Chicago Gaelic Park brings this
tradition to the Southland by presenting an actual thresher in action.
In addition, there will be numerous
antique farm implements and a milk-

churning exhibition.
The fall is also a time when Irish
villages sponsor sports days. Children and adults participate in all
kinds of athletic contests that display
their strength and skill. Games to
take place at Gaelic Park include
a straw pillow fight, a candy in the
straw scramble, a three-legged race, a
sack race, a dizzy stick race, a barrel
race and a water balloon toss.
Come out and be surprised by
the fun you and your family will
have. The day will start at 11:30am
with the “threshing.” A full schedule
of events throughout the day will
include music by Sean Cleland and
the Irish Music School of Chicago
and dancing by the Cross Keys Irish
School of Dancing.

Photographer James Fraher at Heritage & Harvest Day

use correct timing.
LIBRA: Finances look good and so
does that secret project you have been
working on. You may have been trying
to let go of a past romance while developing a new friendship with somebody
new and quite different. This could
work out quite well for you.
SCORPIO: Somebody may have
a secret crush on you. This person
is most likely an acquaintance or
somebody you work with. If he or
she is unattached, they may reveal
themselves to you.
SAGIT TARIUS: You need to
pay attention to your situation at
work. This comes in handy to keep
the wolf from your door. Also you
need to be realistic about your onthe-job performance so you won’t
suddenly find your position being
filled by others.
CAPRICORN: You need a fresh
infusion of inspiration. You are on the
precipice of new experiences when
you come out of the shadows and reveal yourself to the one you’d like to
get next to. Don’t let your ego get in
the way of fulfillment. Take a risk.
AQUARIUS: You have emerged
from a tough month in August 2008
and now are licking your wounds in
September.There is always a chance to
clear up loose ends because the planets are relaxing their aspects to bring
easier times. Take a deep breath!
PISCES: Now that September
2008 has arrived you can begin to pick
up the pieces that were left over from
August. Seeing your situation with
new clarity has never been easier. This
is the beginning of a new phase that
will last until your next birthday.

Irish photographer,
James Fraher, will give a
lecture, in the Tara Room,
on photographing in Ireland at Gaelic Park’s annual Heritage & Harvest
Day on Sunday, September 21, 2008. James Fraher chose the medium of
photographytodocument
unique cultural aspects
of people and place. His
photographs have appeared in more than 150
music recording covers
and other publications and are part
of the permanent collections at the
Smithsonian Institution, the Chicago
Blues Archive at the Harold Washington Library and the University of

Cultural Advocate of the Year, 2004.
Born in Chicago, James Fraher currently resides in Skreen, Co. Sligo.
www.chicagogaelicpark.org or
(708) 687-9323.

Irish Home Pictures

Mississippi Blues Archive.
Fraher is also the recipient of
many awards including: the Keeping the Blues Alive Award 1996, the
Good Brick Award 2005 and the

Get personal pictures of your
old Irish home, photographed
by our professional team of
photographers.
www.irishhomepictures.com
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vets. The “friendly Irish letterwriter” is actually a professional
mass-manipulator. Excepting the
gullible few, all of the letter’s readers will consider it proof that McChris Fogarty
Cain is unfit to be president (even
less fit than Obama). A salute to
What in the Lord’s name are Irish-America that is infinitely
THE U.S. CONSTITUTION.
This column is written to, and for, you lads thinking over there in more intelligent and decent than
as the Repubs depict us.
those committed to restoring it. the colonies?
A FREE BRITAIN? The Daily
This is Rove/McCain’s “hot
WARNING! A “letter from Ireland” is flooding Irish-America’s buttons” attempt to by-pass Irish- Mail (8/8/08) reports that some
eMail inboxes. Though couched America’s reason. Where’s my M.P.s want to represent the people
as humorous commentary on our proof? In the letter itself: 1) instead of the monarch. So far, 22
presidential election it is purpose- Ireland’s people don’t refer to of the total of 643 M.P.s call for
America as “the colonies.” Their abolishing the oath of allegiance
ful. Here it is:
An email from Ireland to their own experience as a colony is to the queen which they swear to
brethren in the States… a point too horrific for that, and Ireland become a member. The report
to ponder despite your political respects its emigrants’ roles in includes a photo of M.P. Tony
ending America’s colonial status. Banks with fingers ostentatiously
affiliation.
We in Ireland can’t figure out Only English Tories of the Colo- crossed while swearing allegiance.
why people are even bothering nel Blimp sort refer to America It also reports that Labor M.P.
to have an election in the United as “over there in the colonies.” Dennis Skinner, while swearing
States. On the one side you have 2) Note that it is written as “… allegiance to Queen Elizabeth II,
a pant-wearing lawyer married to from Ireland to their brethren in was heard adding under his breath
a lawyer who can’t keep his pants the States” instead of “…to my “and all who sail on her.
ORANGE SUPREMACISTS
on, who just lost a long and heated or our brethren….” Case closed.
primary to yet another lawyer who Also note that, though seeking our continue to deny livelihoods to
goes to the wrong church who is votes, the Repubs can’t hide their the Occupied Irish. Britain’s Act
married to yet another lawyer who contempt for us in that the “letter- of Settlement of about 1701 prodoesn’t even like the country her writer” addresses us as “lads” who, hibits any Catholic or spouse of
rather than support a wife, would a Catholic from ever becoming
husband wants to run.
Now… on the other side you mooch off her for both money and Britain’s monarch. Thus Britain’s
have a nice old war hero whose beer. This crypto-Repub piece Daily Express (Feb. 13, 1988) rename starts with the appropriate also depicts Irish-America as so ported that“Royal outcast the Earl
‘Mc’ terminology married to a stupid as to vote for “Mc” even of St. Andrews forfeited his posigoodlookingyoungerwomanwho when “Mc” is an Orangeman who tion as 17th in line to the throne
votesagainstfundingforwounded when he wed (sic) a Roman Cathowns a beer distributorship.
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olic.” That three-century-old law
“legalizes” the denial of jobs to the
Occupied Irish. Irish-America, by
enacting the MacBride Principles
for Fair Employment in Northern
Ireland in legislatures across the
U.S. caused the 25 US companies
(whose branches in Occupied
Ireland then employed 11% of
its workforce) to resist Orange
pressureandimplementAmerican
fair-hiring standards there.
ORANGE SUPREMACY
was promoted by Thatcher and
Reagan. Both supported So. Africa’s white supremacists and
Israel’s Zionist supremacists.
Israel munitioned So. Africa’s
apartheidists while the latter
traded weaponry, legal and illegal,
with Occupied Ireland’s Orangemen. Orange Rev Ian Paisley, frequently visited white supremacist
Bob Jones University which gave
him an “honorary” doctorate and
now supports John McCain.
U.S. ORANGEISM remains
powerful but not overt. During
its heyday the name “Orange”
was placed on towns and counties across the U.S. , e.g., Orange
and South Orange, New Jersey, and many Orange Counties.
As orange became anathema to
Irish-American voters WASP
supremacists stopped flaunting
it. Orange was abandoned in
the U.S. except by the KKK and
White Citizens Councils . The
KKK was still powerful enough
in the 1920s to mount a 22,000
person march through Des Plaines,
Illinois. Though they don’t flaunt
orange here and no longer target Catholics and Jews, the old
WASP supremacy is now a white
supremacy gone covert since lawsuits bankrupted the KKK.
WHITE SUPREMACY is all
that remains of Orangeism here.
Upon LBJ’s enactment of civil
rights laws Dixie’s white supremacists turned against him and the
Democrats. Reagan, their pied
piper, had to signal his bigotry in
code-words and covert symbols
to avoid alienating decent Americans. Those white supremacists,
surely a minority in Dixie, support
military/industrial power against
their own rights as workers.
RESURGENT ORANGEISM. Though no longer flaunted
here, Orange revolution is spreading internationally from the White
House and Buckingham palace.
Crazy? Let’s examine the evidence. In Occupied Ireland, now
completely under Crown control,
Orangemen and their police,
again terrorize Catholics out of
their homes. A Belfast newspaper
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prints a letter telling the Occupied
Irish to “go to your own country
if you don’t like it here.” In many
ways Occupied Ireland is back to
the 1960s. How fully terrorism
has defeated self-determination
in Occupied Ireland was made
clear recently by a Derry woman
visiting here. A patriot, she nevertheless prefers life in a Derry that
is now British because the Brit
police and soldiers have stopped
beating and incarcerating her own
family and wrecking her house.
She also denounces the venality
of Ireland’s gov’t.
Ireland’s give-away of its
6-Counties vastly reduced its offshore petroleum territory. Meanwhile Zionist supremacists genocide Palestinians while the world
looks away. During their removal
from Gaza, Zionists waved orange
banners from rooftops. Some
dressed entirely in orange, others
in orange shirts or dresses. While
Gaza’s “settlers’” evacuation got
massive coverage, Zionist expansion into some 85 other areas of
Palestine was concealed. Who
knows whether Zionists adopted
orange in solidarity with So. Africa, Occupied Ireland and Dixie,
but their supremacist policies
are similar. “Orange Revolution”
is how our news media refer to
our war against Russia along its
western and southern borders,
but especially in Ukraine. The
Bush gang, Israel and Britain are
behind this “revolution” and have
involved NATO, the CIA and U.S.
soldiers in Georgia helping Bush’s
puppet Shaakashvili to start a war.
An Israeli YNET (Aug. 11) report
is headed; “War in Georgia: The
Israeli Connection.” The lengthy
report begins: “For the past seven
years Israeli companies have been
helping the Georgian army to
prepare for a war against Russia
through arms deals, training of
infantry units and security advice.”
Thus Israeli involvement adds
more orange to the brew. While
attacking Russia, the orange revolutionadvancescorporateinterests
against the people everywhere.
MICHAEL McKEVITT’S
Dublin Supreme Court appeal
failed. “The photographic evidence (nonexistent!) was compelling!” Now to the European Court
for Human Rights.
WHO ARE THE TERRORISTS re Occupied Ireland? See
terrorismireland.org.
WHICH BRIT REG’T starved
your relatives? See irishholocaust.
org. Factual corrections invited.
Contact 312.664.7651 or fogartyc@att.net.
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