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O’Shaughnessy’s
Public House
Opensin
Ravenswood

O’Shaughnessy’s Public House
opened in April in the historic Pick-
ard China Building at 4557 N. Raven-
swood Avenue previously occupied
by the famous Zephyr Ice Cream
Restaurant. Now named as homage
to owner Michael Finan’s Irish heri-
tage, O'Shaughnessy’s Public House
offers lunch, dinner, bar food and
weekend breakfast along with a full
bar and plenty of draught beers.

Thelayout of the space contains a
full wraparound bar at the entrance
with high tables and their comfort-
able padded benches setalong the
perimeter of the front room. Seating
for 160 in the remainder of the din-

ing area boasts a mix of booths and
low and high tables set against dark
detailed wood walls, exposed brick,
rich colored wall paper and stained
glass which was created in Ireland
and shipped to them. An additional
custom bar brings up the rear of the
dining areaand is perfect for private
events. The front and the back of
O'Shaughnessy’s could host parties
of upto 75 people at the same time.
There are five different floor and
ceiling patterns and materials used
throughout the public house reflect-
ing the variety of architectural and
design stylesin England and Ireland,
making O’Shaughnessy’s look very
contemporary. The addition of fire-
places and TV's showing the best of
American, Irish and English sports
will provide a relaxing atmosphere
with a juke box to round up the daily
entertainment. Live music may be

Irish Veterans Memorial Project

The Irish Veterans Memorial
Project is moving to the town of
Boyle, in County Roscommon, and is
seeking support from Irish Veterans
and supporters around the world to
enable the move to take place. The
Irish Veterans Memorial Project (also
known as Irish Veterans Historical
Research Centre) works to remember
alllrish men and women who served
in US military and ancillary services

fromroughly 1900to the present day.
Theyare searching forinformation on
individual service personnel, which
is then added to an ever-growing
archive. If you, or someone you know,
is an Irish Veteran, and you or s/he
served in any branch of the US mili-
tary,please send detailstotheaddress
below, or contact Declan P.Hughes at
dectwth@eircom.net (please putlrish
Veterans in the subject line).

scheduled for special events.
Executive Chef is Kristine Olson.
Located at the intersection of
Ravenswood and Wilson Avenue,
0O'Shaughnessy’s Public house isinan
ideal location for those taking public
transportation, walking or driving. The
MetrastopsatLawrencejusttwoblocks
south and the Brown Line El stops at
Montrose, only two blocks north. In
additiontotheeastandwestbound#145
bus stop onthe corner, thereis parking
adjacent to the building.
O'Shaughnessy’s Public House is
opensevendaysaweekforlunch,din-
ner and weekend brunch: Sunday-Fri-
day11AM-2AM and Saturday11AM-
3AM. Reservations for large parties,
special events and private parties will
beaccepted.Please call 773.944.9896
forinformation or reservations. Web-
site will be available soon at www.
healthyorhearty.com.

Irish Veterans Memorial Project is
the Irish Registered Charity charged
with historical research on Irish Vet-
erans, and establishing a Memorial
to all who served.

If you would like to support the
creation of anIrish Veterans Heritage
& Research Museum and Memorial
inlreland, please send your contribu-
tion to: Brendan Dodd (Treasurer),
Irish Veterans Memorial Project,
Capel Chambers, 119 Capel Street,
Dublin 1, Republic of Ireland.
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The Sales Pitch

No sales pitch this month, but
[ will tell you that the funding for
the Quiet Man Tales new play is
34k from closing. Now is your last
chance to invest. For more infor-
mation contact Frank Mahon (see
his column under“Irish Stew”) at
fimahon@aol.com.

Get well wishes go out to Frank
Bradley of Gaelic Park fame. What
| hear is that he picked up a virus
whiletravelingandhadtoundergo
surgery for fluid on the brain. The
word is he is recovering well.

Congratulations to John Grif-

fin, also of Gaelic Park fame.
He has been appointed a judge.
Seems like an excellent choice to
me. His calm demeanor, and prac-
ticalapproach to things willmake
for a good judge. It's my under-
standinghe must divesthimselfof
his law practice. The good news
is he will continue to be heavily
involved at Gaelic Park.

Condolences to our own Mike
Houlihan on the death of his
brother, Willie. He wrote a nice
homage to him elsewherein the
paper this month.
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Condolences to the families
of Judge James O'Malley, Judge

James Ryan, and Judge Tom Car-

mody. All died unexpectedly.

Condolences to the family of
Patricia Frawley, 1982 St. Patrick’s
Day Parade Queen, and former
resident of the Beverly neighbor-
hood.She died suddenly whileon
a business trip in Florida.

Patricia Frawley

The new O’Shaughnessy’s
opened in the same spot as the
Zephyr Ice Cream Parlor on Ra-
venswood and Wilson in Chicago.
It's a must see. If you are wonder-
ing why there are so many Irish res-
taurants still opening, even in this
softeconomy, it's becausetheyare
acutabove therest. This one looks
terrific inside. Fireplaces, nooks
and crannies. The kind of place

you can make yourself athomein.
Can't wait to try the food!

Bridie McKenna’s is rolling
along nicely in Highwood, and
Phil Cullen of The Ballydoyle
Restaurant and Pub in Downers
Grove is working onanew onein
Aurora. Stay tuned for more. ..

McNally’s in St. Charles is
also hard at work on another
establishment, “Down by the
river,” and close to it's original
establishment.

I haven't been to Oscar Wilde's
on Broadway in Chicago yet, but
they are getting high marks for
design. Heard of someone who
wants his contractortocheckitout
and build his in the same fashion.
Nice compliment!

June 1stwill be afund-raiser for
Joe Dooley at the venerable Irish
American Heritage Center. You
all know Joe as a member of the
Dooley Brothers. Get down there,
have agoodtime,andlend ahelp-
ing Irish hand to a good fellow.

The bad newsis that Mary Rose
Teahan s closing her Irish import
shop at 2501 N Harlem on May
17th. The good news is that you
can save 40% on anything in the
store with cash purchases. She’s
also looking to unload her store
fixtures. We'll miss Mary Rose on
Harlem, but she will be on hand
frequently at the Navy Pier loca-
tion. Mary Rose has had an Irish
import shop since the mid 1960’s,
and wants to slow down a little!

Former Irish President Remembered

Former Irish President Patrick
Hillery died recently at the age of
84 following a short illness. He
served two terms as President of
Ireland and asforeign minister he
negotiated Ireland’s 1973 entry
tothefuture European Union.He
subsequently served as Ireland’s
first European Commissioner.

Ambassador John Bruton,
Head of the European Commis-
sion’s Delegation to Washington,
remembered Hillery as “an ex-
ceptionally good President.”

“The modestand dignified way
in which he conducted his two

RELAND!!! |

full terms in office enhanced the
Presidency considerably,"he said.
“He was open-minded and gave
consideration to the views and
concerns of politicians of all par-
ties. As a person, Paddy Hillery

wasgentleand self-effacing.Asa
public servant he was quietly de-
termined, leaving a large legacy
ofworkthathelpedtransformour
education systemand secure our
place in the European Union.”
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Healy Law
Martin J. Healy, Jr.

~ rtner

The Healg}l Law Firm

This is the next of a series of columns on how the law can impact your
life. Each month we will focus on various aspects of the law relating
to personal injuries, those that happen both on-the-job and otherwise,
including mishaps which occur in driving vehicles, using products and
receiving medical care.The column will also respond to legal questions
relating to personal injury that are sent to us.

The Healy Law Firm is comprised of eight trial attorneys, two of whom
arefromlIreland.Wearelocateddowntownat 111WestWashington Street,
Suite 1425, Chicago, lllinois 60602 (800-922-4500 or 312-977-0100).
www.HealyLawFirm.com.The firm concentrates in the representation
of injured victims of all types of accidents.

Readers are encouraged to call or write with questions concerning

personal injury law.

Electricaol Maintenance - Who Is Responsible

By Dan Malone

According to the most recent
statisticsfromthe U.S. Department
of Labor, the constructionindustry
is the most hazardous industry
in which workers are frequently
injured or killed. Also, since its
inception in 1849, commercial use
of electricity has been one of the
most dangerous commodities in
our society.

As an example, consider a lo-
cal event that occurred on April
2, 2001. That day, a 38-year-old
Irish-American electrician sus-
tained multiple burninjuriesinan
explosion while working at O'Hare
Airport. He was an experienced
journeyman employed by the City
of Chicago.

He filed a lawsuit against Com-
monwealth Edison Company (Com
Ed) and HighVoltage Maintenance
Corporation (High Voltage). He
claimed the explosion occurred for
two reasons: (1) Com Ed allowed
too much electrical current to flow
from a transformer into a circuit
breaker. (2) Previous work that day
from an employee of High Voltage
resulted in a testing wire being left
on the back of the circuit breaker.
When the electrician attempted to

reinstall the circuit breaker, the
presence of the wire combined
with the excess current caused an
intense explosion.

At the time of the explosion, a
resistor for the transformer main-
tained by Com Edfailed and caused
asubstantialincrease in current to
flow into the circuit breaker. As
a result of the faulty resistor, the
amperage flowing into the circuit
breaker was about 28,000 amps
instead of 300 amps. Due to the
intensity of the explosion he suf-
fered multiple burns to this face,
hands, and arms.

Com Ed had participated in the
installation of the transformer and
electrical system involved in the
incident. The system was installed
between 1980and 1985 whichwas
over fifteen years before the explo-
sion. Due to thisgap in time, Com
Ed invoked the “statute of repose’
defense to defeat the lawsuit.

Under the lllinois construction
statute of repose, no action may
be brought against any contractor
foranactoromissioninthe design,
planning, supervision or construc-
tionto property after 10 years have
elapsed from the time of the act or
omission. 735 ILCS 5/13-214.
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The rationale for the statute of
repose, like a statute of limitation,
stems from a basic legal fairness
concept that a time should arrive,
at some point, that a party is no
longer responsible for a past act.
The purpose of the construction
statute of repose is to protect all
participants in the construction
industry from the onerous task of
defending against stale claims.

Com Ed argued that the electri-
cian’s claim was untimely and fell
within the construction statute of
repose because morethan 10years
had passed between the installa-
tion of the electrical system after
1985 and the explosion in 2001.
The electrician contended the con-
struction statute of repose did not
apply because the allegations in
his lawsuit did not concern Com
Ed’s construction or installation of
the system, but rather the ongoing
maintenancedutiesundertakenby
Com Ed as a supplier of power.

A Cook County judge agreed
with Com Ed and granted its mo-
tion for summary judgment thus
dismissing the action. The electri-
cian appealed.

In a decision earlier this month,
the First District Appellate Court of
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WANNA PLAY?

Young musicians come together to play Irish Music...
and have a great time too!

The Acadermy of Insh Music shudents mest once & week st the Inshefimerican
Heritage Ceriier in Chicago Students are divided into beginrers, imemmediate, and
sepion groups based on ability and ssperienoe. The childen core fromal owver
the the Metropolitsn area. Most of tem participste in school bands and
orchestras; many are Suzul raired These kbds enjoy playing Irish music and

GROUP LESSDNE & PRIVATE CLAZSES
Fhsle | Whisils | Bodiiran | Fiddle | Viela | Calle

For mare Imtommnstlan comlach: Hasd Rica, Dirachor
[773) T2E-0300 » nrica@Interaceass.com
www.academyofirishmusic.org

lllinois reversed the trial judge and
reinstated his lawsuit against Com
Ed.The appellate court decided that
even though contractors receive the
protection of the statute of repose
for design and installation-related
activities, they do not receive protec-
tion for other activities that are not
in the statute including inspection
and maintenance duties. Therefore,
if a contractor violates a duty arising
fromitsactivityasaninspector, rather
than its activity as an installer, it can
be held liableforabreach of that duty
regardless of the statute of repose.

Dan Malone

Unless a motion for rehearing
or a petition for leave to appeal
to the lllinois Supreme Court is
granted, thiscasewillbereturned
to the Cook County Circuit Court
for trial.

Ryan v. Commonwealth Edi-

son Company and High Voltage
Maintenance Corporation, No:
06-3309.
Dan Malone is a partner with
The Healy Law Firm. He has
been a trial attorney for nearly
22 years, and focuses his practice
on personal injury and workers’
compensation. He currently
serves as Vice President of the
Workers’ Compensation Lawyers
Association.
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Pat Hennessy

Hurling and Football Season at Gaelic Park

Afteralong winterwait, Chicago gaeldomis about to start another season
of thrills and excitement on the playing field, as men and women compete
for the right to represent Chicago for national titles. Gaelic Park is located
at 6119 W. 147th Street in Oak Forest, east of Harlem at 147th Street and
west of Cicero. From now until September, the clash of the ash (the hurley
stick) and the thud of the big ball (football) will once again echo all over the
southwest side of Chicago!

Hurlingis“the fastest ground gamein the world"and if the old gods played
agame on Mount Olympus, hurling was that game. The game is mentioned
in the fifth century. It was always the game of the gael and it was said to be
so popularin Ireland that the English (the Invaders) banned the game in the

of its finest leaders.

Gaelicfootball, althoughnotasold,
hasalways beenthe traditional game
of Ireland with hurling and handball.
It was mentioned in 1791 when a
game was played on the banks of the
Boyne between the young men of
Heath and Louth. Clever fielding, ac-
curate kicking, with frequent scoring
coming from all over the field, make
this game agame apart, and superior
to, any other football game; embrac-
ing all the speed, fire and daring of
the Irish temperament.

These are the thrilling games on
vieweachandevery Sundayafternoon
from 2pm until 6pm. To profess to be
Irish and proud of it and not to have
seenorsupportedthesegames,atleast
a few Sundays in the long season, is
in my humble opinion at least, tobe a

“Statute of Kilkenny”in 1366. 1t was the game that eventually brought about “St. Patrick’s Day” man or woman. So

the formation of the Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) in 1844. And it was
the GAA who inspired the glorious Easter Rising of 1916 and supplied some

comeonoutandbringthekids.Seethe
real Irish games. Hear real Irish being

spoken. It's a wonderful experience.
For more information onthe schedule
call the beautiful colleensin the front
office at 708- 687-9323.

An Taoiseach Resigns

An Taoiseach Bertie Ahern of-
fered his resignation recently; news
that shocked the country. Despite the
many allegations that have cropped
up recently. the Dublin man was still
thefavouriteandnodoubtcould have
weathered the storm until the next
elections. His resignation at this time,
just prior to speaking to the U.S. Con-
gress,seemed odd at best.One would
have thought that it could have least
waited until after that assignment.

He took over the office in 1997
when Ireland was beginning to ex-
perience economic prosperity forthe
first time. U.S. firms seemed to like
Ireland because of its well-educated
labor force and its closeness to the
European communities. It also at-
tracted otherforeigninvestments.He
keptIreland business taxes low and
that was a big attraction.

On the diplomatic front he was
instrumental in securing peace in
Ulster after a long period. His close-
ness to Britain's Prime Minister Tony
Blair also helped in this cause, eventu-
ally producing the Good Friday Peace
Agreementand the revival of aninter-
religious governmentin the province.

We wish him good health and suc-
cess in his retirement.

Chicago Colleens in
U.S College Ice Hockey
Play-Off

Congratulations are extended to
Claire O'Connor, granddaughter of
our good friend, and well known
Kerry gael in Chicago, Pat O'Connor,
who recently starred in the 2nd
consecutive winning of the much
coveted NCCA. Daughter of Patrick
Jr, she is a business major with a
four year scholarship for ice hockey.
Thebeautiful Chicago colleengotthe
opening goal and the exciting win-
ning one over Manhattanville. Both
games were viewed by the O'Connor
family on the north side of Chicago,
and one canimagine the excitement
inthathouseastheygatheredaround
their television; much more exciting
than the winning of another Kerry
All-Ireland football final.

Her twin, Courtney is also a
famed ice hockey star with Clarkson,
another New York school, and she is
also on a scholarship in engineer-
ing and business. Courtney’s team
defeated Princeton for the first time
but lost to Harvard in their division
league. The O’Connors also enjoyed
that game on television.

And yet another O'Connor sister,
Maura, a senior in high school, will

be graduating in June and has been
offered a four year scholarship for
ice hockey at the University of Min-
nesota. No doubt she will also be a
coming star.

The headline of their daily paper
reads “O’Connor plays unselfish role”
and goes on to say “Claire O'Connor
has seta new career high in goals this
seasoneventhoughshe’susuallymore
worriedaboutgettingotherplayersthe
puck. Sheis a star playmaker.” Claire’s
humble reply was, “I always liked
beingaset-up player or being the one
that gives the puck to the goal scorer.
| don't mind that. I'll take a back seat
to that." Spoken like a real O'Connor.

Whenever | read or hear about
ice hockey, it reminds me of agame
that | love because it’s like the old
caman game—fast, skillful and lots
of excitement. We are told that early
Irish emigrants to Nova Scotia, New-
foundland, and other places north
broughttheirhurleys withthemand
played hurling on the ice, calling it

“Ice Hurley.” We are also told that

this game was the forerunner of ice
hockey, with the rules changed of
course.Sowith thatin mind we have
tobelievethatthe O'Connorcolleens
are carrying on the old Irish tradition
of playing “ice hurley.’
Congratulationsto all concerned,
especially to the proud father and
motherand, of course, the grandpar-
ents. And best wishes to the three sis-
ters. You make all of us feel proud.

NACB Promotional
Officer Appointed

Eamon Kelly, hard working PRO
for the NACB, tells us that Dave
Olsen of Milwaukee, WI, has been
appointed Hurling Development
Officer and last month conducted
a series of trainings with Juvenile
hurling teams from Chicago, Atlanta,
Denver, Indianapolis, Madison, Mi-
amiand St. Louis. This is great news
for the old caman game and indeed
for the welfare of U.S. hurling, with

“no new seed” coming from Ireland

in the foreseeable future. Congratu-
lations and every good luck wish

is extended to Mr. Olsen in all his

endeavors. He is going to need the

support of all gaels, in Chicago and

other cities.

Even in Ireland, minor and un-
der-21championshipsareconducted
at the highest level. The counties
that take good care of their juveniles
at school age and immediately af-
terwards are always to be found as
hurling leaders. For example, look
at Cork, Kilkenny and Tipperary, and
indeed Galway. These counties are
always in some hurling finals. They
look after their minors. We must do
the same if hurling is to survive in
the US.
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Chicago Harry Boland
Hurlers Convene

Chicago Harry Boland Hurling
Club, one of the oldest in U.S gael-
dom, convened recently and hard
working Secretary Con Moore told
us that the club will be in action
again this year; good news for its
largemembership.Thefamedhurlers
havewon atleast 14 American Board
National Titles since 1959.

Overtheyearssinceitsinceptionin
1925 by legendary GAA figures of that
time-Mike (Evergreen) Muiryan, and
Paddy Burke, Galway-Mike Heffernan
(Kilkenny), Tom Mahoney (Cork),
Jimmy Connollan (Clare), Frank
Burke (Tipperary), and others have
beenapowerin U.S.hurling. Fromthe
start back in the twenties, it won Chi-
cago titles until 1932 when they had
to disband because of a severe reces-
sion. When the GAA was reactivated
in 1949, it continued its winning ways
until clubs like Austin Stacks, Shan-
non Rangers, St.Vincent's and others
came along to share the spoils.

Every yearit seems like the teamis

“the one to beat”and that makes fora
higher standard all around. But, with
younghurlers(apartfromthestudents)
coming here in the summer, “new
seed"from Ireland is at its lowest ebb.
Champions CuChullians are worthy
champions and Limerick are not far
behind so with the Bolands in the mix
thisyear, Chicago gaeldom should wit-
nesssomeexcitinggames.Gamesstart
in June - hurling, Gaelic football, men
and women, Camogie (ladies hurling)
all produce some thrilling encounters,
so come out and enjoy the sun and
the games starting at 2pm. For more
information on Sunday schedules call
Gaelic Park at 708-687-9323.

Fund Raiser for Young
Athlete

Before becoming a victim to Non-
Hodgkins Lymphoma, young Christo-
pher (Chris) Doherty, whois 12 years
old, was a star athlete in football and
soccer at his school, St. Symphorosa.
Heisanall-roundathleteandlovesthe
games of Ireland, hurling and football,
played at Gaelic Park. Hopefully, with
Gods help he will be back on the play-
ing field again very soon.

His many visits to the hospital,
plustreatmentthereandathome,are
expensive and hisinsurance benefits
may exceed lifetime family coverage.
Multiple surgeries plus CT and PET
scanshavealsobecomenecessaryas
hometreatmentscontinue, plusmany
chemo treatments.

In order to help in this worthy
cause, family and many friends of
the Doherty family are hosting a big
fundraiser at Hawthorne Park—2501
S. Laramie in Stickney, IL—on

Sunday September 28, 2008 from
4pm to 10pm.

Readers and friends can help
this cause in a variety of ways in-
cluding sending a check payable to
Kickin4Chris c/o Fifth Third Bank,
5235 West 63rd Street, Chicago, IL
60638 or call (773)582-6300 or visit
www.53.com. Other ways you can
helpinclude, sending gift certificates,
beverages, wine, beer which will be
utilized at the benefit. The website is
www.Kickn4Chris.org.

Chrisis the son of Johnand Debra
Doherty and his well known grand-
parents are Jack Doherty, retired
and one of the legendary Doherty
Bros. who made the Chicago Fire
Department their careers and were
honored several times for bravery in
saving lives and property. His loving
grandmother Christine is one of our
favourite nieces.

Facts About Ireland

Prior to being recalled to Dublin
some years ago, popular Consul Gen-
eral for Ireland in Chicago and Mid-
lands, Eamon Hickey gave me a book
entitled “Facts About Ireland.”He was
always a hard working diplomat who
kept in touch with the Irish in Chicago
and Itreasured hisfriendship.Inaletter
before he left he thanked our paper for
wonderful cooperation with him and
the Consulate over anumber of years
and wished all of us every success.
The book is a comprehensive
account of Ireland, its people down
through the ages, its history, politics,
culture and of course its national
games, language, song, dance and
music of the gael.
| intend to include some of the
materialinmy columneachmonthin
theinterest of reminding us all of our
glorioushomeland and supply some
“Facts”that we may not know. Need-
less to add some of our proclaimed
“historians” will disagree with them.
To those we say chatter on.

Ireland’s population from the earli-
est of time con-sisted of Celts, Vikings,
Normansand of course our oppressors,
who still have over 5,000 British troops
stationed in Ulster. They recently
withdrew a few thousand. Hopefully
Mr. Brown will see fit to withdraw the
remainder soon. In 1841, prior to the
Great Famine, the population was ap-
proximately 6.5 million.Ten years later
the census showed a massive decline
to 5.1 million, caused by deaths from
starvation, disease and large scale emi-
gration.In 1961 the population stood
at 2.8 million, but from that time on
thepatternchangedbecauseofamuch
improved economic performance. In
1995 the population had grown to 3.7
million. The latest prediction is 4.2
million by 2011.

Irish (Gaelic) is the official lan-

guage, but of course English is
spoken more frequently,asare many
otherEuropeanlanguagesbecauseof
large emigration from several Euro-
peancountriesoverthepastfewyears.
Irish courses are conducted periodi-
cally at Chicago Gaelic Park, and The
Irish American Heritage Center.

Christianity was introduced into
Ireland in the 5th century, which is as-
sociated with the coming of St. Patrick.
Itisknownthat therewere Christiansin
the country before he came. A feature
of Christianity was the important role
played by monasticians. Setting out
as Monks Irish missionaries preached
the gospel and established new com-
munities on the continent. They came
from such great monasteries as Glen-
dalough, founded by Saint Kevin, and
Clonmannoise founded by Saint Ciarin,
famous centers of culture and learning,
and the manuscripts they produced
were among the most glorious of Irish
monasticism.They had a tremendous
influence on Britain and Europe from
the6th centuryonwards.They brought
Christianitytopaganpeople,andpaved
the way for the intellectual learning of
the 9th century, known as the Carolin-
gianRenaissance.This period was seen
as the“Golden Age of Irish History."

TheNormanswhoinvaded Ireland
in 1167 quickly assimilated with the
Irish and took control of three quar-
ters of the land. Intime they became
more Irish than the Irish themselves,
butthey developed the same type of
parliament, law and system as the
British. However, the real Irish pre-
vailed and the area of English rule in
Ireland shrunk toa small areaaround
Dublin known as“The Pale”

Irish Rugby News

The OLD BOYS game on Sat-
urday, April 19th, was postponed.
Gaelic Park was not available.
The OLD BOYS game will hope-
fully be rescheduled for May 10th.
Check the website for updates
(www.southsideirishrugby.com).
Also, the game against the West
Side Condors may be aroad game
instead of a home game.

Chooss the parfect gift from our
full line of Gahway Crystal and Ballask

Living, Oficial Gudnness Marchandise,
Newspapers, Books, Clothing,
and Jawalkry, Spacialty Baskats and
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Corna et o or ol < tha
atrd 22 Hiredl B et o i,

G346 W. Gunnison 5t
Chicage, lllinois 60630
F73-792-1905 -
F73-F90-1925 - fax

In postseason news, the Irish
advancedtotheSweet 16bybeating
Miami 47-6 a few weeks back. Next
up was the seeding matches forthe
Sweet 16 on weekend of April 26th
in Atlanta. The Irish faced Life Col-
lege on Saturday. The other game
Saturday is Pearl City vs Palmer
College. The winners and losers
will play each other on Sunday.The
Sweet 16 will take place the week-
end of May 17th in Austin, TX.

Mon Clased H
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Books and
Plays in Review

Frank West

Galway Writer Nominated
for Prestigious Award

Ken Bruen, the author of
many noir mystery novels, is
nominated forthe Edgar Award
for his novel Priest.
| have reviewed most of his
eloquent and visionary novels
here and reviewed Priest last
June. Priest is a powerful and pro-
foundlythought-provokingbook.
For this interview, | called
Ken Bruen at his home in Gal-
way, where he lives with his
wife and daughter.
From the picture of him
on the jackets of his books, |
expected him to be stern and
dour. Instead | found him to be
friendly, quick-witted and approachable.
To mystery writers, the Edgar Award is like
the Oscar (it's named for Edgar Allen Poe, the
first American mystery writer).

Bruen is extraor-
dinarily prolific—
having published
18 books! He has
received many
awards, including
the much coveted
Shamus award for
The Guards.

That was the first novel to feature the fictional
detective Jack Taylor. Taylor was dismissed from
the Guards because of alcohol and drug abuse. But

in true noir tradition, Taylor
continuedtosearchforthetruth
and struggle against evil. He is
onehonestmanfightingagainst
the ever present force of evil.
Zach Taylor? Think Sam
Spade, or Phillip Marlowe,
Humphrey Bogart, Elliot
Gould or Dick Powell walk-
ing the streets of Galway.
Bruen does for Galway what
Raymond Chandler did for Los
Angelesand what Dashiell Ham-
mett did for San Francisco.
The plot of Priest is a be-
wildering puzzle of fate.
A priest is beheaded. A fel-

low priest asks Taylor to investigate. He learns
that the priest abused boys over many years.
Naturally they are the suspects. But Taylor learns

Continued to page 10
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Books In Review
By Frank West

Continued from page 8

that the boys, now in their 40's, are
outwardly successful—but can't get
emotionally close to anyone—not
with women, men, business associ-
ates, etc. The priest ruined their
emotional lives.

But who is really guilty here?

Thebeheadedpedophilepriestwas
formedbyasystemthatrecruited boys
forthe priesthood, whowere soyoung
that they had no experience of life.

« The slavish, unquestioning
reverence for priests by a society
whichrefusedtobelievetheabused
boys, even when they asked their
parents for help.

Considering these facts, is the
murderer really guilty? Jack Taylor,
and the reader, must decide.

Frank West: “Ken, you have a
skill for developing characters in a
fewsentences.Havethesecharacters
been in your mind for a long time?”

Ken Bruen: “Yes, they have. The
main character, Jack Taylor, is based
on my brother. He had a severe
problem with alcohol. And because
of his experiences, | understand the
guilt, longing and soul-emptiness of
someone addicted to alcohol”

FW: “My parents, the parish
schoolandtheneighborhoodwherel
was raised, were very Irish Catholic”

“| profoundly agree with Jack
Taylor’s negative view of the Catho-
lic Church. It made people feel
guilty and worthless. Many of the

characters Taylor meets reflect the
lack of basic human dignity. Maybe
the church’s attitude about this has
modified somewhat, since Vatican I
of the 1960's."

However, Bruen told me of this
recent experience. His daughterisa
Downs-Syndrome child.Sheis about
6to8yearsold, isloving, cuteand, in
many ways, very smart.

Walking on the street in Galway,
sheand herfather meta priest.Being
friendly, they stopped totalk with him.
The priest volunteered that Bruen's
daughter could never be a nun. In
front of the child, he said: “They
don't accept damaged girls.” Bruen
controlled hisangerand only replied:

“Thank you for that information. You
have made my day.” Insensitive to
sarcasm, the priest said: “Bless you,
my son,"and walked on, completely
untroubled by human compassion.

FW: Noir writing is curiously opti-
mistic. It shows that, occasionally, one
personcantriumphoverarroganceand
evil and bring good into the world.

Would you please talk to this?

KB: “I absolutely agree with
your appraisal.”

Bruen then told me this story.

Reading and learning were not
encouraged in him as a child. But he
studied hard and wanted to attend
Dublin’s world-renowned Trinity
College. As a practicing Catholic,

Ken Bruen and his lovely
daughter, Grace.
the young man would have to geta
dispensation to attend Trinity from
Dublin’s archbishop, John Charles
McQuaid. At the meeting with the
archbishop, Bruen refused to kneel
and kiss his ring. And definitely after
McQuaid called Trinity “a den of
iniquity,’ the young Bruen realized
that he would have to make up his
own mind and enroll at Trinity.
Bruen is filled with illuminating
stories like that one. Here is another.
He was a very quiet child at school.
The nunstold his parents that he was
retarded and would neveramountto
anything.They told his parents that”|

would grow up to be a dishwasher.’

T Sy gpested Dotmtion for Admission: $10 (chikiren free)
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FW: “I love the quotes and epi-
grams you thoughtfully put before
each chapter, tofocus the reader. Like
these two epigrams. Blaise Pascal:
“being unable to cure death, wretched-
nessandignorance,menhavedecided
inordertobehappy, nottothinkabout
such things.” And this by Graham
Greene:"The Catholic Church knows
everything about religion and rules,
but nothing about the human heart.’

FW: “You must read a lot to get
these?”

KB: “Reading is a joy.” As a boy
there were no books in his house,
muchofhumanexperienceandlearn-
ing was closed to him. But today he
travels widely and read continually.
Again he says, “Reading is a joy."

FW: “Would you describe your
work methods, please? Like how
many hours a day do you write? And
do you edit your work?”

KB: “| rise early and write from
5 AM to 7 AM. Actually | read into
ataperecorder to hear if my writing
is musical”

FW: “What are your plans, Ken?
Are you working on a new novel?”

KB: “In the early summer I'm
going to publish a new Zach Taylor
novel, | hope you'll review it

FW: “I'm looking forward to the
pleasure of reading it. I'll definitely
review it for our readers. Thank you
for this interview!”
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The Banshee in Chicago

By Frank West

The play, The Banshee of Crokey
Hill, was recently presented at the
Irish American Heritage Center.

The play was so emotionally pow-
erful that|felta part of it. Many plays
you watch almost as an onlooker,
butagolden few permityoutoenter
emotionally.

This play has all the ingredients of
astrong,magneticplay:intensedrama,
surprise,humor, agreat plot,and char-
acters that you can identify with.

Congratulationstothe playwright
Tommy Marren. He wrote the play
and was a major actor in it. Tall,
blond and somewhere in his 30's,
Marren was convincing as Mickey
McMahon—the plaything of fate.

The playissetinthe 1970's,in the
west of Ireland. Much has changed in
Ireland since then, but the emotional
interchange among people hasn't.

After living many years in Eng-
land, Mickey returns to the village
where he grew up, to announce to
his family that he is getting married.
But then he learns the shocking
truth about his own parentage. If
thatisn't enough of a shock, he also
learnsthatheisclosely related tothe
woman he plans to marry.

This outstanding theatre en-
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semble comes to Chicago from the
West of Ireland. The actors ably
support Marren, as his character
struggles with fate.

A word of praise for Mary Man-
nion who plays the town'’s gossipy
busy-body. Her verbal exchanges
with the “father,” Zach McMahon,
are funny, piercing, stinging, but
poignant at the same time.

Inthe rural Ireland of not so very
long ago, the banshee was a spirit
thatannounced the coming of death.

Several times during the play the
overbearing and cruel father, Zach
McMahon, says “there will be no
mention of the banshee of Crokey
Hill in this house.” | didn't under-
stand why he said this.

His fear became clear in the final
scene, when death overtakes the
members of this unhappy and secre-
tive family.

A special mention of praise for
the excellent music and dancing.
The young man and woman—solo
dancers—were amazingly versatile.
I had never seen Irish step dancers
dancing over broom:s, like Scottish
Highlanders over crossed swords.

Ithoroughly enjoyed thisemotion-
ally fearless play. And | hope Tommy
Marren writes another play for this
outstanding group of actors
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2008 Concern Worldwide Golf Outing

The 2008 Concern Worldwide
Golf Outing, presented by The
McShane Companies, will be held
on Wednesday, June 25, 2008 at
Harborside International Golf Cen-
ter. James C. Kenny, former United
States Ambassador to Ireland, will
support this year’s golf outing as
Honorary Chairman. In addition,
Jack Conaty, chief political cor-
respondent for FOX News Chicago,
will be the emcee.

This event brings together busi-
ness leaders, friends and support-
ers for a wonderful day of golf to
ensure funding of programs to
support Concern’s global work.
After the golf outing, please plan
to attend a buffet dinner for spon-
sors, playersand guests.Individual
playerspotsand various corporate
sponsorship levels are available.
Please see www.concernusa.org.

Funds raised from the 2008 golf
outing will support a water and
sanitation program in the Tonkolili
District and Freetown in Sierra
Leone. Concern will construct

household and school latrines,
train mechanics in operational
hand pumps, establish water com-
mittees comprised of 70% women
forall sites,and ensure sustainable

maintenance of water sources.
To register for the golf event
or for additional information,
please contact Lisa Jacobus at
Concern’s office at 312.431.8400,
lisa.jacobus@concern.net or
WWW.CoONcernusa.org.

At Concern’s June 27,2007 golf outing: (L-R) Jack Conaty, Chief Political
Correspondent, FOX News, Tom Moran, CEO and President of Mutual
of America, and Chairman of Concern Worldwide's Board of Directors,
Anne O’'Mahony, Concern Worldwide, Regional Director — Horn of Africa,
Father Jack Wall, 2007 Honorary Chairperson of Golf Event, and Bob
Fitzgerald, Concern Worldwide Board of Director, member.

Irish Festival Cruise

aboard Celebrity Cruise Lines” Summit

Sailing from San Juan and calling on
St. Maarten, Dominica, Grenada, Bonaire and Aruba .

Sail along with,

Cherish the Ladies

The Black Family
Johnny McEvoy

Don Stiffe
Tommy Sands

Bogside Rogues
The Martr Cunningham Band

John Gleeson, Mike Mazur

Liam Tiernan

Shay Clarke and many more!
Rates from $1199.00

January 31st—February 7th, 2009

call 1-800-441-HARP

or visit WWWIRISHTOURS.COM
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Irish Stew

By Frank J. Mahon

Patrick Quinn—Still Helping

His Fellow Soldiers Up the Hill

Patrick Quinn came to America by
boat with one of his brothers in 1947.
They were from Kilkeel, County Down.
Pat was 22 years old. The crossing was
rough,and|lastedelevenortwelvedays.
When they finally arrived in New York,
they stayed afew days, then headed for
Chicago, where they had family. Pat
wasa carpenter by trade, and planned
to build a life for himself in a new
home, anew country. He lived at 55th
and Morgan in Visitation Parish. There
were alot of Irish in the parish. He was
hired by Henry Brothers Construc-
tion, which builta lot of churches and
schools back in those days. But Pat’s
plans for a future were soon inter-
rupted. As an Irish citizen entering
the U.S.ona permanent visa, Pat knew
he was subject to the draft. America
was between wars then. He registered,
as the law required, and was drafted
in 1949. His total commitment to the
Army would be five years. He was sent
to Fort Lewis, Washington for basic
training and spent thirteen months
there. He was released to the Army
Reserve in February of 1950 with the
rank of corporal. He was called back
up in September of that year, but now
the stakes were much higher. The Ko-
rean War had started.

| recently sat down with Pat in
the kitchen of his home in Burbank,
lllinois, where he and his wife Ann
have lived since 1972.They have two
children, Thomas and Maureen. Pic-
tures of their 6 grandchildren are on
the refrigerator. Pat is a soft-spoken,
humbleman of83yearswhohasn'tlost
his brogue. | asked him to tell me what
happenedtohimintheKoreanWar.For
the next 2 hours, Pat took me back to
America’s “Forgotten War." Some of
whatyouareabouttoreadisnotforthe
faint of heart. Pat has an astonishing
memory. But then, it would be hard to
forget what he went through.

“| didn't mind going to Korea," says
Pat. “We had to stop Communism
somewhere. | knew where Korea was
on a map, but that’s all | knew about
it” Pat’s troop ship landed at Inchon
in November of 1950, where he joined
L Company, 30th Regiment, Second
Infantry Division. He was made leader
of arifle squad.“l had a squad of nine
guys.” By February of 1951, Pat was
promoted to the rank of sergeant. The
weatherwas brutalin Korea that winter.

“Everybody was about frozen to death,
including the Chinese,” according to

were afraid of American planes. For
thefirsttwo daystheyweregivennoth-
ingtoeat.Theykeptmarchingbecause

the Chinese had no place to put their

prisoners.There were no POW camps

at that stage of the war. The only way

Pat knew which direction they were

taking them was by watching the Big

Dipper.“We used to call it the Plough

in the Stars in Ireland”

OnwhatPatdescribesasthelongest
day of his life, American planes flew
into knock out a target. The Chinese
andtheir Americanprisoners hidunder
small pine trees - two men to a tree.
The planes started strafing the area. It
went on all day. Pat recalls that they
could seethe pilotsin the cockpits. Pat
kept praying.Bullets kicked the dirtup
around them.Miraculously, notone of
them even got a scratch.

Houses were used to hold the pris-
onersatnight.Whentheprisonerswere
finally fed, they were given cracked
corn and half-cooked soy beans. The
corn tore up their intestines. They
suffered from diarrhea and dysentery.
They livedin the clothes they were cap-
turedinanddidn’tchangethoseclothes
until the next July. “We were like ani-
mals."But their winter uniforms saved
them from freezing to death. There
were no blankets, no medical care.The
enemy did not recognize the Geneva
Convention or the Red Cross.

On one march, ayoung POW from
Arkansas, weak with fever and dehy-
dration,decidedhecouldgonofurther.
Pat encouraged him, telling him the
next camp was just over the hill, but
the kid couldn't take another step. Pat
told him to hang onto his jacket, and
he'd pull him.“I'll never know where
| got the strength!’

By April of ‘51, there were about
700 POWs with Patand his squad. They
were brought to arow of mud houses
they quickly named “Bean Camp,’
after their diet. Because there was
nothing to identify it as a POW camp,
American planes bombed and strafed
the buildings regularly. 16 POW offi-
cerswerekilledinonedaybytheirown
planes.Whether they fell from friendly
fire, starvation, lack of medical care,
dehydration, orthe severe weather, Pat
and his fellow-captives buried four or
five comrades every day. They named
the burial ground “Boot Hill” Out of
the 700 prisoners of war, 130 came
home. Those who survived also had
to deal with beriberi, night blindness,

Pat. They engaged the Chinese and
North Koreans in skirmishes. Pat led his
squad into enemy territory on patrols.
The terrain was very mountainous, and
the roads narrow.“Our tanks and equip-
ment were of very little use over there!’
On February 12th, around ten
olclockat night, the order came to pull
back. “We started back, but what we
didn'tknow was that the Chinese had
broke through, and they were miles
and miles behind us. The roads were
narrow. They were waiting for us. The
word came out to get out the best way
youcan.'Patknew of anotherrouteand
tried that, but it was no good."The bul-
lets werericocheting offthe mountains
and the rocks. It was like a fireworks

display. At daylight we took to the hills,
tothe snowy side of the mountains.We
traveled most of the day and thought
surely we were back by our own lines.
Sowegototheothersideofthehilland
went down to the run - it looked like
a forest. It was all the Chinese - guys
with pine branches sticking out of their
uniforms. The whole hillside was cov-
ered with them. There were so many of
them, they werelike ants.\We wereright
inthemiddle of them.Thatwas theend
of us.They surrounded us. It was a very
humiliating experience.’

A Chinese soldier ran up to Patand
his six men.“He had the wildest look
in his eyes | ever saw. He put his burp
gun up to the head of the kid in front
of me. His name was Dwyer. Boom.
He went down. | remember glancing
down and seeing his head blown off.
Believe me, your life passes before
you... and you pray.’

Pat and his squad were searched
and led to the side of a hill. They
watched as the Chinese set up two ma-
chine guns. They were preparing for
anambush.“About 75-100 American
guys came running down the valley,
firing on both sides, and ran rightinto
these two machine guns. It's called
Massacre Valley. We sat on the side
of the hillwatching.We couldn'tdoa
thing about it

Thentheystarted marching Patand
his squad. More POWs were captured
and added to their number.They only
moved at night, because the Chinese

fever, and malnutrition. Then there
was the body lice, worms and frostbite.
Young men begged God to take them.
“It was a living nightmare,” says Pat,
“but you couldn't let it bother you.
To this day, Pat has no feeling in his
fingertips or toes.

Later, they were moved by train to
another camp. The POWs were putin
open cars instead of boxcars, where
itwould have been warmer.The train
was hidden during thedayinatunnel.
Some POWs snuck into the boxcars,
but the engine was kept runningand
the men were being asphyxiated. Pat
and another Irishman named Paddy
May went back to find them. They
crawledaroundinthe dark, moving to-

ward thegroaningmen.Theydragged
and carried many of themtotheend of
the tunnel. Others weren't so lucky.

The POWs were taken to a Korean
village along the Yalu River. The civil-
ians were moved out and the village
became a POW camp. And there they
remained. By July of '52, conditions
slightly improved. Medical care, on
a limited basis, was available by the
fall. But there was a price. They were
subjected to Communist propaganda
every day. America was the aggressor,
they were told - the warmonger who
attacked North Korea. North Korea
was fighting for “peace.’ The captors
forced themtoattend lectures, calling
the POW prisoners “students” and
promised medical care for those who
studied hard. They were told thatin 5
years, America would be Communist.

So what kept Pat himself going?
Did he ever think he would survive?
“Inever had any otheridea. It was like
being on the outside looking in - it
wasn't happening to me.lwas bound
and determined. There is no limit to
what the body can endure, but you
have to have the will"But Pat also at-
tributes his survival to something else.
“There were so many people praying
for me, | had to make it

Did he ever try to escape? Step
onewould have been easy, according
toPat, because they marched atnight.
It was just a matter of dropping out
of lineinto the darkness, but step two
was the problem.They were too weak

to runorto climb a mountain. And if
they could, they would be instantly
recognizable by the Koreans and
Chinese.Their poor health and facial
features were their chains.

Still, escaping remained a viable
alternativetosome.Patwaspartofone
plan that was hatched by a few of the
men. But at the last minute, a certain
officer got involved and insisted on
leading the escape. Pat didn't trust his
leadership ability.

It was while he was saying his Ro-
sary,whichheoftendid, thatsomething
told him not to be part of the escape.
He tried to warn a buddy, but to no
avail. Pat didn't take partinthe escape.
The men who did were soon caught,
and because of the officer’s conduct

- mercilessly beating a police officer
during the escape - they all died.

InJuly of 1953, the cease fire was
called. First there was the exchange
of the sick and wounded. Then, on
August 19, 1953, Pat Quinn and his
fellow POWs were exchanged. Pat
was a prisoner of war for 31 months.
His elation from surviving and being
free was indescribable, he says,“Like
floating on air.’

On the ship that took Pat and the
other POWsto San Francisco, they were
interrogated. There was great fear the
POWSs had succumbed to Communism,
hadbecomecollaborators.The paranoia
of McCarthyism had already taken hold.
Pat was hospitalized when he got back
to the States, firstin San Francisco, and
again at Great Lakes when he returned
to Chicago. He had lost 30 pounds.

Afterherecovered, Patwentbackto
workasa carpenterforHenry Brothers.
He could no longer work on roofs, be-
cause with nofeelingin his toes, it was
now dangerous. He eventually went
to work as a carpenter for the Water
Reclamation District, where he spent
the rest of his career. He married Ann
in 1955 and they raised two kids.

Pat retired in 1990, at age 65, but
is still a very busy guy. He's been
very active at Gaelic Park through the
years,and he volunteers once a week
at Hines VA Hospital. While he was
beingtreatedtherehimselfhedecided
he'd like to help out. He's in the Es-
cort Service. He takes the patients to
physical therapy andtogetx-rays.The
men don't have to hold his coat like
the young soldier in Korea, they have
wheelchairs, but Patis still helping his
buddies up that hill.

Pat refused to tell me about his
decorations. He insists that he is no
hero. “Just a lucky survivor.” Most
people would disagree.

Pat served “his” country for five
years, putting his life on the line again
andagain,andenduringunimaginable
hardships. And he wasn't even a U.S.
citizen, atleast not technically."As far
as | was concerned, the day | raised
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my hand and took the oath to uphold
the Constitution of the United States

of America, | was a citizen.” After his “who gave the ultimate sacrificeinthe  himin Korea. The beads were mostly
ordeal in Korea, he applied for U.S. service of the U.S. military during the  disconnected, the Crucifixand medals
citizenship and it was made officialin  Korean War." In a ceremony in Wash- detached.He had wornit out.He now

June of 1955. Many of his Irish com-
rades didn’t make it back to apply.

In 1976, a Korean War veteran from
Kerrynamed John Leahyspearheaded
a campaign to obtain posthumous
citizenship for the Irish who died in
uniform in Korea. Pat Quinn became
part of that campaign, tracking down
information on soldiers and their
families in the Chicago area.

On October 30, 2003, more than a
half century afterthe end of the Korean
War, the Director of the U.S. Citizen-

ship and Immigration Services post-
humously naturalized 28 Irish soldiers

ingtonD.C, attended by dignitariesand
family members of the 28" Wild Geese”
of Korea, Director Eduardo Aguirre
said this:"There is no more fitting way
for a grateful nation to pay homage to
thesefinesoldiersthantobestowthem
with posthumous citizenship, the most
that we can offer in return.”Pat Quinn
was there at the ceremony too. He
helped to make it happen.

When | was finished interviewing
Pat, he pulled a little pouch from
him pocket, opened it up, and let the

Ed McElroy, host of Comcast’s Channel 19,“Community in Focus"TV Show,
recently interviewed Frank Jemsek, owner of the Cog Hill Golf and Country
Club, located in Lemont, IL. Frank inherited the Country Club from his late
father, Joe. Pictured from the left are Frank Jemsek and Ed McElroy.

Irish Home Pictures
Get personal pictures of your
old Irish home, photographed
by our professional team of pho-
tographers.

www.irishhomepictures.com

contents spill onto the kitchen table.
It was the Rosary he carried with

refers to it as his good luck piece.
Over 140,000 soldiers were killed
or wounded in Korea, and there are
8,000 MIAs. As Pat Quinn puts it,
“Freedom is not free.”

Dr. James J. Hogg & Associates
708-422-1900
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Asanyone who has ever cutand

pasted textintoadocumentknows,

it is easy to unwittingly paste the
same piece twice. And the writer
can be blissfully unaware of the
error until someone else points out

the mistakeinafinished document.

“Oh shucks” the writer may shrug
nonchalantly before taking steps
to correct the matter. Such slipsare
generally no big deal today, since

Abbey

they are easily correctable in this,

the computerage. Afew key strokes
and all will be well. But that was not
always the situation.

As recently as 25 years ago, pages
and sometimes whole documents
hadtobetypedandretypedbecause

of a few erroneous words or lines.

Andthen-whataboutwriting errors
made more than a thousand years
ago? In fact, what about blunders
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Beyond the

Sean Callan

E-mail: Irishquill@aol.com.

which occurred in arguably the
greatest publication of all time: the
Book of Kells?

“Blunders in the Book of Kells”
| echoed, thinking I had not heard
right atarecent presentationonthe
Good Book at the Irish American
Heritage Center by Frank Crowley,
an authority on the work. After
all, this was the Book of Kells, a
preeminent example of medieval
monastic calligraphy! That sounded
a lot like heresy, since the book is
a magnificently illustrated copy of
the four gospels and is considered
Ireland’s finest literary treasure.

Types of Errors

“There are errors of grammar, of
spelling and places where a scribe
wrote the same material twice"Frank
explained patiently, postulating that
a scribe might take a break from
writingandthenresumeinthewrong
place.”He might not notice he had
rewritten the same lines twice”said
Crowley, pointing out that three dif-
ferent scribes and possibly a fourth
had penned and illustrated the re-
nowned manuscript.

Frank became interested in the
tome by growing up in an lIrish
household that had examples of the
Book of Kells.”l was fascinated with
thoseimages and they remained in
the back of my mind” he explained.
“About30yearsagoduringa painting
and sketching tour of China, | was
inspired to return to my Celtic roots.
| started seriously researching Celtic
culture and the techniques of their

distinct decorative art, as exempli-
fied by the Book of Kells. My first
major exhibit of Celtic style art was
in Japan, which was well received.
Although | collected the copies of
pages of the Book over the years,
it was the facsimile copy at the
Irish American Heritage Center that
helped focus my interest.”

Chicagoans who are interested
in the book but cannot make the
long trip to Dublin to see it can
learn about its intricacies from
upcoming presentations by Frank.
These will continue on the last
Sunday of each month (excluding
Julyand August) in the Art Gallery
of the IAHC at 2pm.

The Banshee
of Crokey Hill

The Banshee of Crokey Hill by
Tommy Marren played to a stand-
ing room only audience at the Irish
American Heritage Center last
month. Marren, a radio personality
at Midwest Radio, aregional station
in Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo, also pro-
duced the show. In addition, he was
cast as a leading character.

The play, setin 1970, centered on
the return home of Mikey McMahon
(Tommy Marren) from England af-
ter 13 years. He had come to let his
parents know that he had become
engaged and would be marrying a
girlin England. His parents - grumpy
Jack (John Duggan) and his long suf-
fering wife Kathleen (Eileen Slevin)
were unhappy since a family secret
kept from Tommy by his parents
complicated matters.

A local gossip Molly Andy (Mary
Mannion) appeared and between
swills of whiskey and downing gin
related a dark history of the family
domicile. The cottage was built on a
fairyfortand there wasalegend that
aBanshee had putaspellonit.The

playmeanderedafterthatandended
with a blast or perhaps | should say
a series of blasts as everyone was
floored at the finale.

Audience Reaction

Audience reaction tothe play was
mixed. Some appeared to enjoy the
work but others had reservations. A
discontentedtheatergoercommented
that the banshee’s wailing at the
end was more for shortcomings in
the script than for anything that ap-
peared on stage.

Eileen Slevin, as Mikey’s moth-
er, displayed both poise and stage
presence. She engaged the audi-
ence and delivered her lines with
aplomb. A sideshow to the main
event was the exhibition of syn-
chronized Irish brush dancing by
Brian and Ashlene Cunningham.
Theirstaccatotoeand heeltapping
reverberated through the theater
and their nimble footwork gener-
ated enthusiastic applause.

Overall, the play lacked direction
and stage blocking was haphazard.
The actors appeared confused at
times and were unable to put the ex-
panse of the set to full use. The play
was billed asa comedy butwas short
inlaughs and ran much too long for
its content. The first act was an hour
and a half and the second an hour.
The play would have benefited from
major pruning.

Entries Wanted In One
Page Play Contest

The Irish American Heritage
Center will be holding its 2nd An-
nual One Page Play Contest again
this year. Deadline for entry is
May 31st, 2008. This is a chance
foranyone hankering tobecomea
produced playwright sincethe top
entries will be performed at Irish-
fest at the IAHC in July. Details of
the contest can be obtained from
irishquill@aol.com.

Superior Donuts
at Steppenwolf

Superior Donuts by Tracy
Letts, directed by Tina Landau.
runs June 19 — August 17, 2008
in Steppenwolf’s Downstairs
Theatre, 1650 N. Halsted St. in
Chicago.

Arthur Przybyszewskiowns a
decrepit donut shop in the Up-
town neighborhood of Chicago.
Franco Wicks, a black teenager
whoiis his only employee, wants
tochangethe shopforthe better.
Superior Donutsis a provocative
comedy about the challenges of
embracing the past and the re-
demptive power of friendship.

www.steppenwolf.org.
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Famous Chicago Musicians at Gaelic Park’s Fest 08

Gaelic Park, 6119 West
147th Street in Oak Forest
bringsin more of the best Irish
musiciansfromaroundthecity,
countryandabroadtoperform
at their 22nd Annual Irish Fest
on Memorial Day Weekend.
Performing for the first time at
Irish Fest this year is famous
Chicago based singer/song-
writer Michael McDermott.
Alsoappearingareestablished
fiddler Liz Carroll & guitarist
John Doyle and the Makem &
Spain Brothers.

Michael McDermott has
been a fixture of Chicago music for over ten
yearsand hastoured extensivelythroughoutthe
country. McDermott’s latest album Noise From
Words was released in 2007 and captures the
essence of McDermott, performing generallyin
the recording studio, and simplifies the music
down to his vocals and acoustic guitar.

Another Chicago native, master fiddler Liz Car-
roll, was awarded a National Heritage Fellowship
by the National Endowment for the Arts, Indie
Award for traditional performer of the year in

American English

2000 and Traditional Musician of the year by The
Irish Echo in 2000. Liz Carroll has made such an
impactontheCity of Chicagothat September 18th,
1999 was dedicated as Liz Carroll Day by Mayor
Richard M. Daley. Accompanying Carrollis guitar
wizard John Doyle, aduo whichThe Irish Echo has
said thatis”...a magnificent balance of virtuosity,
drive,andafinesse [that]is firmly upheld”and that
they are“synapticin communication, instinctive
in reaction, tight in execution...”

The Makem & Spain Brothers consist of
the three sons of legendary musician, the late
Tommy Makem, along with brothers Mickeyand
Liam Spain. The Makem & Spain Brothers have
combined theirforces to preserve and advance
the folk music of Ireland, Scotland, Wales and
New England. In such a way that is reminiscent
of the late Clancy Brothers, the group use of
strong, full-bodied three part harmonies truly
capture their magic and infectious energy.

Backagainto Irish Fest are the renowned reb-
elrockers of Black 47, American English, hailed
as the best Beatles tribute band and Elevation,
described as the most authentic U2 cover band.
Other musical actsinclude The Bridies, Scythian,
Seven Nations, The New York Showband, The
Tartan Terrors and many, many more.

Makem and Spain Brothers

Irish Fest activities also include an Irish Dog
Exhibition and the all new Cultural Tent which
willfeature an exhibit on Irish rock music. Along
with great music, Gaelic Park’s Irish Fest will
alsoinclude a huge carnival midway, Irish step
dancers, Ceili dancing, all kinds of food vendors,
an Irish Tea Room, 20 Irish import stores and
free parking.

Kid’s Fun At Irish Fest 2008

Gaelic Park’s 22nd Annual Irish Fest also
offers lots of kid friendly fun at a
low price. Have your kids compete
in the Red Hair & Freckle Face
Contest or enroll your darling in
the Bonnie Baby Contest. There
are also puppet and magic shows
such as the Leprechaun’s Tale
Magic Show, the Wizard of Won-
der, Bunny McGee’s Hair Raising
Magic and the Magic and Blarney
Show. There will also be storytell-
ing, face painting, a petting zoo,
free pony rides, and the huge car-
nival midway with unlimited rides,
rides, rides. It's all at Irish Fest to
keep your kids busy.

All of these activities are included in the kids

12 and under admission price of $12.Kids under
3 are admitted free of charge. Regular admission
foradultsis $15and adults 65 and over admission
is $12 with half priced admission on Friday, May
23rd from 3 to 4pm.

The 22nd Annual Irish Festival begins at
Gaelic Park, 6119 West 147th Street, Oak For-
est, on Friday, May 23rd from 3pm until 11pm,
and continues Saturday, May 24th and Sunday,
May 25th noon until 11pm, and Monday, May
26th noon until 8pm. Call Gaelic Park at (708)
687-9323 for more details or visit www.chica-
gogaelicpark.org.

Gaelic Storm to
Headline lowa Irish Fest

Popular Celtic music troupe, Gaelic Storm,
will headline opening night of the second an-
nual lowa Irish Fest, August 1-3, in Lincoln
Park, Waterloo, with ticket prices set at $5 per
dayor$10fortheweekend. Theentertainment
schedulewill continuewith otherinternational
headliners, workshops and more on Saturday,
August 2, and Sunday, August 3. For a com-
plete schedule visit www.iowairishfest.com.

KT Sullivan Celebrates Broadway Musicals in One
Woman Show Colored Lights

Award-winningandacclaimed Broadway,concertandrecordingstar
KT Sullivan sings the songs of the Great White Way in her upcoming
Chicago one-woman show Colored Lights. Using her own Broadway
and off-Broadway experiences asa departure point, Sullivan performs
acentury of musical theater gems including selections from Cole Por-
ter,Rodgers &Hart, Lerner & Lowe, Jerry Herman, Stephen Sondheim
and Adam Guetel. KT has the distinct honor of being named one of
the Top 100 Irish-Americans by Irish America Magazine. Presented a
MAC Award for Outstanding Female Vocalist, by Liza Minnelli, KT
has seven albums in worldwide distribution on the DRGlabel and has
won many awards and performed all over the world.
Colored Lights takes place at Davenport’s, 1383 N. Milwaukee
Ave.in Chicago, for three nights only. Show times are Monday, June
2,Wednesday, June 4 and Thursday June 5 at 8pm with a $30 cover charge and two-drink minimum.
There will also be a special late night show on Thursday, June 5 at 10:30pm with a $20 cover charge
and two-drink minimum for that performance. Due to high ticket demand for this engagement, res-
ervations are recommended by calling 773.278.1830.
You can visit www.ktsullivan for further information.
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Avenue Q at
Cadillac Palace

The Chicago premiere of AV-
ENUE Q—the Tony Award-winning
smash-hit musical about trying

(151 W. Randolph St.) as part of its
national tour.

Tickets range in price from
$25-$75 and are available at all
Broadway In Chicago Box Offices
(24 W. Randolph St., 151 W. Ran-

Juno and the Paycock at Live Bait

Artistic Home will present Sean O’Casey’s Juno and the Paycock, May
18 through June 29, 2008, at Live Bait Theatre, 3914 N. Clark St.

With her son maimed during the Easter Rising and her husband
content to drink away the current days of chaos, Juno is left to earn
food for the table and keep peace in the home. Good fortune arrives

to make it in New York with big dolph St., and 18 W. Monroe St.), B==eJL_ |4 forCaptain Boyle in a contract promising him an inheritance from a
dreams and a tiny bank account— through the Broadway In Chicago deceased cousin. Yet the promise of another contract written in the
will play for a limited three-week Ticket Line at (312) 902-1400, at Coconuts and fye stores) or tick- blood of brotherhood threatens to outweighany sum of moneyableto

engagement from May 21-June 7, all Ticketmaster. (including all etmaster.com.
2008 at the Cadillac Palace Theatre Hot Tix, select Carson Pirie Scott,
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lift the Boyle family out of the slums of Dublin for good.
Call 866-811-4111 or visit www.theartistichome.org.

Not a Game For
Boys Premieres at A
Red Orchid Theatre

A Red Orchid Theatre will present
the US Premier of Not a Game for Boys
by British playwright Simon Block.

Not a Game for Boys is a razor
sharp comedy investigating the
male psyche at its competitive worst.
Ping Pong is a game like no other. It
demands dexterity, lightning quick
reflexes and nerves of steel. But
nerves are fraying among a team of
three London cabbies as they face
elimination from their elite league.
Can the team captain hold his com-
radestogethertomakeittothetopor
willtheirbonddisintegrateintheface
oflongburied tensions boiling to the
surface. They play the game to forget
theirtroublesbuttheirtroublesfollow
them right into the match.

May 2nd through June
15th. 312-943-8722 www.are-
dorchidtheatre.org.

Henry IV at
Halcyon Theatre

Halcyon Theatre continues its
second season with Henry IV by
Luigi Pirandello.

An ltalian nobleman falls from his
horseduringapageant.Whenhecomes
round, he believes he’s the medieval
German Emperor, King Henry IV. Time
has stopped, and for twenty years he
has lived thisillusion but today a plotis
being hatched to shock him out of this
“madness” and into the 21st century.
Pirandello’s masterpiece is performed
in a new adaptation by Tony Adams.

Henry IV runs Thursday, Friday,
and Saturday nights at 8pm; Sun-
days at 6pm. Performances begin
May 3 and run through June 7,2008.
Ticketsare $15 ($10for studentsand
seniors) and are available through
the Halcyon Theatre box office at
312-458-9170, or online at halcy-
ontheatre.org/boxoffice.

Performances will be at the Peter
Jones Gallery, 1806 West Cuyler, 2nd
Floor, in Chicago (one block north
of Irving Park and Ravenswood, on
the west side of the train tracks.) A
link to a map may also be found at
halcyontheatre.org/henryiv.
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Musicians, Fans Come Together June 1 to Say “Thanks, Joe!”
Benefit to Raise Funds for the Family of Joe Dooley after Stroke

If you share the affection of thou-
sands of Chicago area lovers of Irish
music for Joe Dooley, you'llwant to
circle June 1st on your calendar—
and round up family and friends that
Sunday and head down to the Irish
American Heritage Center (4626 N.
Knox) for what's sure to be one of the
most joyous galas in memory.

Ifyouhaven‘theard,Joe suffereda

Maggie, Joe, and MaryRose

serious stroke last Septemberthatleft
him totally paralyzed on his left side.
He spent three months in hospitals
and intensive care; then, after being
released on Christmas Day to be with
his wife Kate and their two young
girls, Maryrose (11) and Maggie (8),
Joe has faithfully pursued another
three months of rigorous outpatient
physical therapy, which continues.
The good news is that Joe, whose
doctors and nurses rave about his
tremendous determinationtoreturn
tofullhealthand the bandstand, isre-
gainingtheability to move histhumb
andfingers,and getting around with
the help of a cane. While this is ex-
citingand heartening news, the hard
reality is that there are still many
more months of therapy, and many

Mark Donahue, President of the

Fraternal Order of Police, Chicago

Lodge #7, was recently installed

as President for his third three-
year term. Pictured are F.O.P.
Chicago Lodge #7 President, Mark
Donahue (left) and F.O.P. National

President, Chuck Canterbury.

challenges,ahead forthe 64-year-old
singer, guitar/saxophone/autoharp
playerandsongwriter,nottomention
medical bills, prescription medica-
tions, and related expenses.

That's where his friends and
admirers come in. Among the distin-
guished area musicians who will be
participatingin the June 1 eventare
Jimmy Moore, Catherine O'Connell,

Brogue (Peter, Eamonn & Margaret
Brady and Jimmy Moore), Bohola
(Pat Broaders and Jimmy Keane),
Kathleen Keane, Seamus O’Kane,
Gerry Field, Bill Boylan, and the
other three Dooley brothers, who
will be joined by John Rice and Ed
Breckenfeld—and surprise guests!

“Thanks, Joe'as the benefitis being
called, will also feature asilentauction
of a number of donated premiums,
alongwithotheritemsand collectibles
for sale, refreshments and full bar
service.Suggested donationforadmis-
sion to the fun is $10 (children free).
The Irish American Heritage Center,
located at 4626 N. Knox Avenue on
the city’s north side, will provide free
off-street parking. The doors openat 2
p.m. the entertainmentbegins at 3:00

and continues until 9 p.m.

Ifyou'llbe unable tomake it down
to the Heritage Centeron June 1 but
would like to express your apprecia
tion to Joe for the more than 4,000
performancesinwhich hehasplayed
so vital a part in his 42 years of play-
ing professionally with brothers Jim,
Mike and Bill, the family welcomes
contributions. For direct contribu-
tions and benefit information, see
www.DooleyBrothers.com.

As for Joe, he says he is counting
the days till he is back on stage, play-
ing and singing—in his inimitable
heart-felt style—such oft-requested
numbers as “The Rare Ould Times’,

“Young Man’s Fancy’, his radiant
(and impishly irreverent) medley on
solo autoharp that begins with“The
Bells of St. Mary’s” and ends with

“Never on Sunday’, and the lyrical

“Traveler's Tune’, a haunting origi-
nal ballad he wrote while traveling
around the Irish countryside.

The band’s all-stops-out rendi-
tion of Fats Domino’s “I'm in Love
Again’, which concludes the Broth-
ers' new CD, has Joe wailing away
on his '50s saxophone, recalling the
legendary performancethatshocked
audiences at the Old Town School
of Folk Music when the Dooleys
appeared there in the 1970s. Only
thistime, Joe's playing has been over-
dubbedonseveraltracks,creatingthe
illusion of an entire sax section.

You go, Joe!

Fine Art Prints by
Roisin O’'Shea

Superbly detailed, vibrantly coloured
Fine Art prints of watercolour paint-
ings by internationally published Irish
artist Roisin O’ Shea, from all 32
counties of Ireland, are available at
www.roisinoshea.com. All prints from
theartist’s oficial website are individu-
ally signed in pencil by Roisin. Also
available are Roisin O’Shea calendars,
notelets and Christmas cards.
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Boyle the

We'll Have A Sup Of Tea

Tom Boyle

Kettle

boylethekettle@irishamericannews.com

Memorial Day— The Medal of Honor

“For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life...”

Thehighesthonorforthosewhoserveinthe
Armed Forces is the Medal of Honor, which
was first awarded during the Civil War. lowa
Senator James W. Grimes introduced Senate
Bill No. 82, December 9, 1861 and the Navy
Medal of Honor was born. On February 17,
1862, Massachusetts Senator Henry Wilson
introduced SJR82 which was signed by Abra-
ham Lincoln on July 12, 1862 and the Army
Medal of Honor was born.

| began to wonder how many Irish-born
soldiers and sailors from lllinois had won the
Medal of Honor, and this is what | learned.

John Creed—23rd lllinois Infantry“Chicago
Irish Brigade.” Born: 1819, Tipperary Town, Co.
Tipperary, Ireland. John Creed was awarded the
Medal of Honor for action at Fisher's Hill, VA,
Sept. 22, 1864 for capture of the enemy flag.
Buried: Calvary Cemetery, Evanston, IL.

William Toomer—127th Illinois Infantry,
Entered service at Chicago. Born: Dublin, Ire-
land. Awarded Medal of Honor for gallantry in
the charge of the"Volunteer Storming Party”at
Vicksburg, MS, 22 May, 1863. Buried: Grace-
land Cemetery, Chicago, IL.

Patrick H. White—lllinois Light Artillery,
Captain, Chicago Mercantile Battery. Born:
1833, Co. Sligo, Ireland. Awarded Medal of
Honorfor carryingwith othersbyhandacannon
up to and fired it through an embrasure of the
enemy’s works at Vicksburg, MS, 22 May, 1863.
Buried: St. Agnes Cemetery, Menands, NY.

Patrick Highland—23rd Illinois Infantry
“Chicago Irish Brigade.” Entered service at Chi-
cago. Born: Co. Tipperary, Ireland. Awarded
Medal of Honor in action at Petersburg, VA,
April 2,1865 for conspicuous gallantry as color
bearer in the assault on Fort Gregg.

Thomas C. Murphy—Cpl. Company
31st Illinois Infantry. Entered service at Pe-
kin, IL. Born: 1842, Ireland. Medal of Honor
awarded Aug. 14, 1863, for in action at Vicks-
burg, MS, voluntarily crossed the line of heavy
fireand Confederate forces carryingamessage
to stop the firing of one Union regiment on
another. Died: Dec.31, 1920 at 78 years of age.
Buried: Glendale Cemetery, Washington, IL

John O'Dea—Pvt. Company “D” 8th
Missouri Infantry. Entered service at Clinton,
DeWitt Co., IL. Born: 1839, Limerick City,
Ireland. Medal of Honor awarded for action at
Vicksburg, MS, 22 May 1863, for gallantry in
the charge of the“Volunteer Storming Party.’
Buried: Quincy, IL.

Hugh Malloy—Ordinary Seaman, U.S.
Navy. Born: 25 Sept, 1841, Co. Wexford,
Ireland. Citation: Served on board the U.S.S.
Fort Hindman during the engagement near
Harrisonburg, LA, 2 March, 1864. Following
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a shellburst which mortally wounded the first

sponger, who dropped the sponge out of the

forecastle port, Molloy jumped out of the port

to the forecastle, recovered the sponge and

sponged and loaded the gunfor the remainder
oftheactionfrom hisexposed position, despite

the extreme danger to his person from the rak-
ing fire of enemy musketry.

Menomen O’'Donnell—1st Lt. Company
“A" 11th Missouri Infantry. Entered service
at Sumner, Lawrence Co., IL. Born: 30 April,
1830, Drumbarty, Ireland. Date of Issue: 11
September 1897. Citation: Voluntarily joined
the color guard in the assault on the enemy’s
works when he sawindications of waveringand
caused the colors of his regiment to be planted
on the parapet. Voluntarily placed himself in
the ranks of an assaulting column (being then
on staff duty) and rode with itinto the enemy’s
works, being the only mounted officer present,
was twice wounded in battle. Buried at Mt. Cal-
vary's Cemetery, Vincennes, IN, Sept. 3, 1911.

Michael McCormick—Boatswain’s Mate,
U.S. Navy, Gun Capt. US.S. Signal. Entered ser-
vice at Chicago. Born: 1833, Ireland. Awarded
Medal of Honor, 5 May, 1864 in action at Red
River, LA.Wounded early in the battle, stood by
his gun in the face of enemy fire returning fire
until his ship was totally disabled.

Thomas McGraw—Sgt., 23rd lllinois Infan-
try “Chicago Irish Brigade. Entered service at
Chicago. Born: 1834, Ireland. Awarded Medal
of Honor for action at Petersburg, VA, 2 April,
1865. One of three soldiers most conspicuous
for gallantry in the final assault. Burial: La-
Crosse City Cemetery, LaCrosse, KS.

John Hyland—Seaman, U.S. Navy. Born:
1819, Ireland. Accredited to lllinois. Awarded
Medal of Honor for action at Red River, LA, 5
May, 1864. Returning enemy fire until ship was
totally disabled, Hyland went forward coura-
geously,although hewasalreadywounded, infull
view of several hundred sharp shooters tolet go
the anchorand again to slip the cable, when he
was wounded again by the raking enemy fire.

Patrick McGuire—Pvt,, Chicago Mercantile
Battery, lllinois Light Artillery. Entered service

at Chicago. Born: 1840, Ireland. Awarded
Medal of Honor at Vicksburg, MS, 22 May,
1863. Carried with others by hand a cannon
up toand fired it through an embrasure of the
enemy’s works.

James Dunne—Cpl., Chicago Mercantile
Battery, lllinois Light Artillery. Entered service
at Chicago, IL. Born: Detroit, MI, 26 Dec, 1840.
Awarded Medal of Honor at Vicksburg, MS, 22
May, 1863. Carried with others by hand a can-
non up to and fired it through an embrasure of
theenemy’s works. Buried at Calvary Cemetery,
Evanston, IL.

New York State

Peter O'Brien—Pvt., Company “A”", 1st
New York Cavalry. Born: 1842, Dublin, Ire-
land. Awarded Medal of Honor for action at
Waynesboro, VA, 2 March, 1865. Capture of
flag and a Confederate Officer with his horse
and equipment. Buried: Rose Hill Cemetery,
Chicago, IL.

There were many wars to follow, like the
Indian wars.

Illinois Irish-Born - Indian Wars

Thomas Carroll—Co. “L; 8th U.S. Calvary.
Born: 1844, Kilkenny, Ireland. Entered service
at Chicago. Awarded Medal of Honor for brav-
ery in scouts and actions against Indians.

John Mitchell—Company “I’, Fifth U.S.
Infantry. Born: Dublin, Ireland. Entered service
at Peoria, IL. Buried: San Francisco National
Cemetery.

Phillip Kennedy—Army. Born: 1841, Co.
Galway, Ireland. Entered service at Evansville,
Randolph Co., IL. Medal of Honor for gal-
lantry in action.

Phillip Murphy—Company “F’, 8th U.S.
Calvary. Born: 1 Nov, 1844, Co. Kilkenny,
Ireland. Entered service at Chicago.

John Tracy—Company “G", 8th U.S. Cal-
vary. Born: 29 Dec., 1948, Dublin, Ireland.
Entered service at Chicago. Buried: Calvary
Cemetery, St. Louis, MO.

If we pass up twelve wars and insurrections
that the U.S. Armed Forces fought in, that
would bring us to World War .

Whenldiscoveredthatthecemeterieswhere
the Medal of Honor winners are at rest were
listed, | came across the name of John Joseph
Kelly, Pvt., U.S. Marine Corps. 78th Company,
6th Regiment, 2nd Division. Born: 24 June,
1898, Chicago, IL. On 3 Oct. 1918, at Blanc
MontRidge, France, Pvt. Kelly ran through our
own barrage, 100 yardsin advance of the front
line, and attacked an enemy machine gunnest,
killing the gunner with a grenade, shooting
anothermember of the crew with his pistol,and
returned through the barrage with 8 prisoners.

He was awarded the Army Medal of Honor by
General John J. “Black Jack” Pershing, and
also received the Navy Medal of Honor for
the same action.

| visited John Joseph Kelly’s grave at All
Saint’s Cemetery in Des Plaines, IL. He is
buried in Section 2, Block 4, Grave No. 12,
Lot 13. Engraved on his headstone it shows
two Medals of Honor, and six Silver Stars. John
Joseph Kelly died in 1957.

It's been said the Irish have won the majority
of Medals of Honor, although that may have
changed in recent years. There were many
brave men and we will not forget them. An-
other Medal of Honor winner is buried at All
Saint’s Cemetery in Des Plaines. Michael R.
Blanchfield, Specialist 4th Class, U.S. Army,
Company “A’, 4th Battalion, 503rd Infantry,
173rd Airborne Brigade, Bin Din Province,
Republic of Vietnam, 3 July, 1969. Already
severely wounded by and exploding grenade,
he continued to pursue the enemywhothrewa
second grenade landing near SP4 Blanchfield
and his patrol. He threw himself on the grenade,
saving the lives of 4 members of the patrol and
Vietnamese civilians. His courage and gallantry
at the cost of his own life above and beyond
the call of duty are in keeping with the highest
traditions of the military service.

Theodore O'Hara

Theodore O’Hara, born in Danville, KY,
served as a brevet major in the Mexican War
(1846-48) and went on to serve as a Confeder-
ate Army Col. in the 12th Alabama Regiment.
He wrote the poem, “Bivouac of the Dead.”’

Bivouac of the Dead

The muffled drum'’s sad roll has beat
The soldier’s last tattoo;

No more on life’s parade shall meet
That brave and fallen few.

On Fame’s eternal camping-ground
Their silent tents are spread,

And Glory guards, with solemn round,
The bivouac of the dead.

A Letter from Vietnam
“7 November 1965

Dear Tom,

Well, as you probably know by now, Octo-
ber 28th was a pretty dark day for the Marine
Corps, especially MAG-16, my group. We
really had the crap knocked out of us. The
papers gave a pretty good report of the action,
but were alittle conservative on the real dam-
age reports. The day after the attack, we only
had five aircraft that were flyable, that's out of
24.The other H-34 squadron had 3 out of 24.
The HU-1E squadron had 3 birds that were
not completely burned to ashes. Luckily, we
only lost 5 completely, and 4 were damaged
beyond repair. In a few weeks we will be able
tomuster 15 good aircraft. We have 9 now, due
to our maintenance crews working around the
clock. The other H-34 squadron should have
about the same and the HU-1E's are getting
new birds from the States.

Believe me, itwas a night of real stark terror.
If you've ever seen demonstrations of a mortar
attack, you'll know what I mean. Those things
are really sudden death. We have fox holes
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1st Lt. James P. Mulroy, 10 December 1965, Viet Nam. News article from Des Plaines Journal or Des Plaines Suburban Times.

rightalong our tents,and | was safely
tuckedintothe cornerof mineduring
the biggest barrage, but| could feel
the concussions and flames as plain
as day. Tracer rounds were whiz-
zing over our heads that were being
shot by the suicide squad. We found
out later that the mortar attack was
actually just coverage so the suicide
squad couldinfiltratethe defenseand
get to the aircraft parking area. The
plan worked very nicely. The V.C.
hand carried satchel chargestoeach
individual aircraft.

After the mortar barrage lifted,
we had to make ourway downto the
aircraft to help direct the fire fighting
teams.TheV.C. were still roaming the
campareaatthattimeand|sawsome

real heroism en route to the planes.
Two men have been recommended
for “Silver Stars” for their actions
that night. Three menfrom our group
were killed and 15 wounded. The
“Sea Bee's” stationed here had 41
casualties.| have beenin some pretty
tightsituations beforewhile over here,
but that night really takes the cake. |
don't think | ever really knew what
being scared for your life was before.
The defense managed to kill most
of the suicide squad, but they had
accomplished their mission.The V.C.
are probing our defenses every night
now, and we are expecting another
attack soon. | think we'll be ready
for them this time, although there is
no defense against 81mm mortars,

which can be pinpointed to a target
at 4000 meters.

Well, other than that, life has been
quite normall! We have been trying
tofly our regular commitments with
our 9 aircraft, which means we fly
aroundtheclocknowandjustchange
crews. At least it keeps us busy and
we don't have too much time on our
hands to think of home and all the
good things in life.

Glad to hear you're starting to date
again. It's about time. You've been
starving all these sweet young things
by holding yourself off the market.
Really sorry to hear about Larry, but
betternowthan 2 or 3 years from now.
Iguess|screwed up your middleinitial
again, didn't1? I can never remember
if it was A. or J.? | remember we
talkedaboutitonce,and if Iremember
correctly, we both use to think it was
both Andrew and Joseph. Well atany
rate, put it on your next letter and Ill
remember it this time.

Thanks for the offer to send
something, but | can't really think of
anything | need that | can’t do with-
out. Mary Ann sends me packages
quite often with little goodies. Mary
will be home some time around the
first week in December, until after
Christmas. She will have most of
the slides I've taken over here with
her, soif interested, just contact her
atherhousein PR. She has the word
togeta printmade foryou of meand
aircraftand hasone, butdoesn’tthink
it'sgood enough.lwill try totake one
specifically for you. Thanks again

for dropping in on my Mom now
and again. You can't even imagine
how it pleases her. | guess both our
mothers sort of adopted each of us
when we were younger, butit seems
to methat | probably spent more of
my time at your house than at mine.
Sometime we'll have to spend a
whole night reminiscing about our
furnituremoving daysandbasement
cleaning days, that should keep us
in stitches for hours. Is your Mom
stillin business? We could probably
spend a few hours on the “Dukes”
too. My memory just amazes me
sometimes, but I guessthey'llbe the
times I'll never forget. Well, | guess
I've got to finish this goddamn war
first, however.Write whenyou havea
chance, Tom, | really am glad to hear
from you. Say hello to all the boys.
I hope Lee is feeling better by now.
Ask Nick when he's getting married
for me. Hope to see you all real soon
(Sept.'66). Take care now.

Your Friend, Jim

PS.Had a chance to talk with Ted
Kennedy notlong ago while he was
visiting here.Rememberthenightwe
went out to O'Hare to see JFK and
| got to shake hands with him? Still
a big moment in my life. Ted looks
like an 18 year old kid""

St. Brendans GFC
Annual Race Night

The St. Brendans Gaelic Football
Club will be holding their Annual
Race Night on Friday May 16th at Jack
Desmond’s Irish Pub, 10339 South
Ridgeland in Chicago Ridge at 8pm.

Come along, have a bit of craic,
throwafewdollarsatahorseand have
a few drinks with your friends.

If you would like to “buy” a horse
($100) or for additional information
aboutthisevent,contactClubChairman
Murdeach McClout at (708) 819 4287.

Ireland 2007/2008

See Athlone & District
Tourist Guide

website - www.acis.ie
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Celtic Kitchen

—Pure and Simple

By Julianna Leber

Ireland’s Fresh Catch of the Day

Atone pointin time, the Irish held
ambivalentfeelingstowardfishintheir
diet. From the early days of Christian-
ity, fasting from meat and dairy dur-
ing the holy seasons of Advent and
Lent, along with all Fridays, created
an attitude of resistance toward fish
as an accepted part of their culinary
repertoire. Fasting was a challenge for
those without easy access to the daily
fish catch. For the people who lived
inland, fish was used as a flavoring
orminoringredient to their potatoes
orvegetable stews, ratherthanas the

main course. With religious require-
ments easing, the last one-third of this
past century has seen fish become a
highlight of the Irish table, both in
restaurants and at home.

The renewed enthusiasm toward
fishand seafood has chefs searching
for the freshest supplies, while fish-
ermenaredesperatelytrying tokeep
up with their high-end customer’s
demands.Concernsaboutthewaters
around Ireland being over fished are
reflected in the drop in availability
and rise in cost in some fish. To add

tothisinsult,some of the overfishing
is done by foreign fishing fleets and
then a portion of their daily catch
is prepared to be sold and sent to
other parts of Europe. | guess that
underlines the fact that Irish fishand
seafood is of great quality.

It is this quality in the fish that
the Irish chefs strive to maintain in
their dishes. Salmon, white sea trout,
and eel are highly prized among the
culinary world, and treat these fish
with a delicate respect. Many cooks,
bothathomeandinrestaurants, strive
to maintain the fish’s characteristic
flavors and charm without adding (or
subtracting) too much. A light sauce
after poaching or baking finishes the
dish in some recipes. Other dishes
havewhole piecesoffishmixedgently
with a cream sauce, fresh vegetables
and herbsand baked likea shepherd’s
pie. | have included a recipe for
Kilkenny fish pie at the end that s so
wonderful, you can serve it for a din-
ner party or family celebration.

For my experience at school, we
were taught everything about fish
from the timing of the boats to pre-
sentation on the plate. In other words,
before we cooked and dished them,
we had to identify them whole and
also know how to clean and fillet
them. That was not a problem if | was
dealing with a round fish like trout.
However,whenitcametimetohandle
amonkfish, aka anglerfish, it was one
of those moments that as a cook was
challenging yet was also kind of scary.
This ‘fish’ looked like a catfish that
was stepped on, with eyes planted
on top and a mouth with teeth just
waiting foran unsuspecting student
to slip. These things were ugly! How-
ever, after getting over their outward
appearance, Ifound the dishes made
withthisfishtobeamazing.They have
asweet almost lobster like flavor that
many chefs will excitedly plan special
dishesforwhentheyknowit’scoming
in from the docks.

The time | had in working with

fish at school helped me become
more familiar and comfortable
around the seafood counter at the
store. Understanding the texture of
the fish must be understood before
trying to create a dish around it. But
with limited handling and using a
good recipe, the flavors and textures
of the fish will always come through

Kilkenny Fish Pie

2 c. warm mashed potato

11b. cod

1/41b. smoked salmon, in one piece
not sliced

4 c. whole milk

3T. butter

1 large leek, white and light green
parts only, thinly sliced and cleaned
3T.flour

1T. dijon mustard

1T.lemon juice

1/2 c. white wine

1T.dill

8 oz. fresh baby spinach

Salt and pepper

Tegg

Preheat oven to 375°F.

In a large skillet over medium
heat, place the cod in the pan and
pour the milk over the fish so it just
covers the pieces. Simmer slowly for
8-10 minutes. At 5 minutes, put the

for a great dinner.

Julianna Leberis a graduate of the
professional course at Ballymaloe
Cookery School, County Cork,
Ireland. She is currently a part
time caterer/personal chef while
finishing her studies in dietetics
at The University of Akron. She
can be contacted at julileber@
hotmail.com.

Salmon in with the cod. When done,
lift from milk and set aside reserving
milk. In another large skillet, melt
the butter and put the drained leeks
in, sautéing on mediumfor 5 minutes.
Toss in flour stirring for 2 minutes.
Add wine slowly and whisk. When
smooth, slowly add milk, whisking
constantly. Whisk in mustard, lemon
juice, and dill. Add spinach, and with
tongs turn the leek mixture into the
spinach until the leaves wilt slightly.
Season with salt and pepper.

In‘a 9in. pie dish, break the cod
and salmon into large pieces and ar-
range. Spoon spinach/leek mixture
over fish and then gently spread
warmed mashed potatoes on top.
Gentlybeategg,addt.water,andthen
brush over potatoes. Pie will be hot
and ready to serve in 20 minutes.

Brilliant!
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Kevin Flynn & The Avondale Ramblers

“We're a Chicago-Irish band.” That's
howfront-manKevin Flynn bestdescribes
the Celtic inspired songs of Kevin Flynn
& The Avondale Ramblers. Based out
of the Avondale neighborhood on Chi-
cago’s north side, KF & The Ramblers
bring a rollicking take on Gaelic music
that reflects the working-class, religious,
drunken, sometimesviolent—yetalways
somewhat beautiful aspects of their city.
Thoughtheband'ssoundissteepedinthe
influence of traditional Irish music, their
songs are anything but traditional...

Their debut EP released by Pop Goes The Vinyl is entitled Don’t Count Me Out
and is available to order from http://CDBaby.com.

2281 Rondall Road =+

we cut ouf the middleman

Carpentersville = 847-42

8-4673

=

Chicago Rose of Tralee
Crowns First Rose Since 2001

ShaylinMcNamara has beenselected torepresent Chicagoin
Ireland’s Rose of Tralee preliminary competition this June. She
will fly to Ireland to join young women of Irish descent from
countries around the world, including Great Britain, Europe,
Dubai, Australia and New Zealand. Shaylin will be an ambas-
sador for Chicago, connecting the global Irish community in
a celebration of their rich culture and sharing the heritage of
Irish People at home and abroad. Her goal is to be selected to
returnin August to represent Chicago in the International Rose
of Tralee broadcast live on Irish TV.

Shaylin is highly regarded for her commitment to sharing a
love of Irish culture through her Beverly-based Irish dancing
school, McNamara Irish Dancing. Shaylin’s commitment to
teaching Irish dancing is an extension of her desire to inspire
otherstosharetheirtalents, lead by example,andlay theground
work fora culturally rich younger generation. Shaylinis anideal
role model for young people in the community.

The Chicago Rose of Tralee sponsors enrichment programs
andeventsthat celebrate the Irish culture year round. Girlsaged
5-12 participate as Rosebuds, young women ages 13-17 partici-
pate as Rose Petals and the Rose candidates are ages 18-27.The
Chicago Rose of Tralee is currently accepting applications for
Rose candidates, Rosepetals and Rosebuds. Call 773-298-6230
or email info@chicagoroseoftralee.com.

At Last...

Spring is here and our outdoor
partio 15 Now oper.

“your bome atway from bome”
626 Church 8¢, | Evanston | B47-Beg-1679
e celticke ot o b cona
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Tradition In Review

g

¥ Bill Margeson

Well, the end of this month sees
the annual return of Irish Fest at
Gaelic Park over the Memorial Day
Weekend. We'll be there. And, we'll
be there with The Bridies. One of our
favorite acts, they are out of Galway,
and they are a wonder. These gals,
and guitarist Mike Galvin, have been
featured with Michael Flatley in Riv-
erdance and Lord of the Dance, and
they are fun! GREAT show. Sassy.

Sexy. Superior musicianship. These
four women (and Mike Galvin on
guitar, we repeat) are no shrinking
violets. (We repeat the name Mike
Galvin, as he is out of Killarney
and is the best guitar player in
Ireland. Yup. You read it right. We
said, "the best". And, it is true. You'll
see. Amazing musician.) They had a
couple big hitsin Ireland, including
the brilliantly satirical, Nice Bit O'

PRS Realtors

10450 S. Western Avenue, Chicago
Conveniently located in Beverly.

773-233-4700

Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Entire Chicagoland
and Suburan Areas.

Margaret Corbett

Now Serving the

SIGHTS inchude-

Ham. Hysterical. They don't come
funnier, hipper or more entertaining
than these girls, and if you missed
them at Milwaukee's Irish Fest two
yearsin arow, thisis your chance to
catch them. Wonderful! Also, Liz
Carroll and John Doyle will be there.
If you love trad music, you know Liz
andJohn.Hardtoimaginetwo better
or more respected musiciansin the
music. Not to be missed.

Then there is www.Livelreland.
com Are you tuned in, yet? Just go
tothewebsiteand getdrawnintothe
mostincredible Irish musicsitein the
world. Livelreland is the biggest Irish
music site on the planet by afactor of
about 30.They get far more listeners
online than the RTE. And, for good
reason. Livelreland is more fun! 24/7,
twochannels—onetrad,andonethat
rocknoisethatthe musicallyignorant
and unwashed such as my radio part-
ner, Shay Clarke love so well. There
are scores of other attractions at the
site--just go there. Set it on play in
your home or office all day and enjoy.
You will be stunned by the variety,
the quality and the truly worldwide
audience you will join. And, no small
partof the fun, you canread us there,
as well as here! Columns columns
columns!! Trust us.

Wehaven'tfloggedtheradioshow
lately. Here it is. Blarney on the Air.
Mondays—7-9 at night, WDCB,
90.9fm or www.wdch.org If you love
Irish music, you'll love it. Apparently,
we havealot of real friends out there,
as Shay and | just set a record for
fundraising with the latest pledge
drive for the station. The Irish were
outinforcetosupportthemusic.The
perfect Monday night would begin
with Chicago's best Irish music show,
A Feast of Irish Folk with Mary
Caraway and Erik Carlson on WHPK,
88.5fm. This is the University of
Chicagoradiostation.The showdoes
NOT have a big broadcast strength,
but the great news is that it is now
live on the internet every Monday
night from 5-6:30. You can get it at
www.whpk.org So, you get home,
turn on Mary and Erik, and enjoy
the real deal. Then get a sandwich
and a couple cans and settle backin
for Blarney on the Air. That's a great
night of music, me' bucko.

We like the early look of Irish Fest
in Milwaukee. There are a couple
brilliant acts coming, and you must
must must see them, August 14-17
in Beertown. They are doing a big
co-promo with Co. Galway and brin-
ing in some of the best musicians

Come with us to see the
Great Sights and Sounds of Ireland!

Jom Public fincho persomabily & Jrab Aneyaes Sewy” man muc expert Bl MARGESON, the sadest-read Irssh musac wmiller in the
workd! Don't e this AMAZING o Fesharing the REAL e that's the pune heart and soul of inslend?

Hexe's your chance to nit anly zee incled, but io LISTEN o # ax well! K ampone ines Bezl, True Tradimnal b mear, it's
Bl MARGESIN, and & amyone knows axsiom Insh Tows, its O°FS Toun!
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from the county, most notably the
incredibly popular (and rightly so)
long-running Galway show, Trad on
the Prom. And the magical force that
is the group, Furry Village!! Unbe-
lievable. We'll try to describe Furry
Village as we get closer to the Fest,
butof all the acts from Ireland, there
is one that is truly, truly, "you have
toseeittobelieveit". That would be
Furry Village, all right.

Next month, we'll have a ton of
new cd reviews, including some ma-
jor new ones from bigtime acts, and
some huge, new discoveries!! Stay
well. See you at Gaelic Park. You'll
find us easily. We'll be at The Bridies
stage, or Lizand John's. And, aslong
asyouareintheFest, stopbyandsee
Shayand hisgangatBlarney's booth.
Incredible jewelry, including estate
jewelry, from Ireland! He LOVES
it when you come up and mention
the radio show.Justdon't try to talk
music with him. Uneducable.

Finally, look at the ad just below
the column. Join us.This is going to
be magic, and a once in a lifetime
chance to join the best Irish Tour
Company in America, CFS Tours,
and me as we see the great sights,
and enjoy the great sounds of the
real Irish music nightly!!
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Glendale Estate Wins Top Customer Service Award

Thereis agrowing emphasisinIrelandinre-
centtimesonpromotingindependenceforolder
people, by offering quality customer service,
choice and improving quality of life. Glendale
Estate in Tullow, Co. Carlow has responded
perfectly by creatingaretirementvillage/resort
of international standards and now has been
awarded the prestigious Carlow Chamber Busi-
ness Award for Customer Service in the Health
and Wellbeing Sector for its efforts.

The County Carlow Chamberis nostranger
to awards, having scooped the Chambers
Ireland, Chamber of the Year award in 2006;
therefore, the annual business awards they
offer attract huge competition. The awards
ceremony in the Dolmen Hotel in Carlow
in March played host to 400 attendees with
Marty Whelan hosting the event.

Glendale Estate, although in its infancy,

IAHC Irish Fest July

The 23rd annual Irish American Heritage
Festival will be held July 11,12 and 13, 2008.

Irish Fest showcases the finest in local and
internationallrishand American music,dance
and family activities. The festival directly sup-
ports and is held on the grounds of the Irish
American Heritage Center, 4626 N. Knox

having opened its doors as Ireland’s Premier
Retirement Resort just over twelve months
ago, was one of the fourteen businesses rec-
ognized at the awards evening.

As turning 50 is no longer synonymous
with frailty and the need for care, retirement
villages are aworldwide conceptthat provide
independence, securityand health.Glendale
Estate was developed based on this concept
tocatertothe needs of the senior citizen who
requires an active lifestyle,a community that
sharestheirowninterestsandindependence
combined with the benefits of safety, security,
leisure and health.We have no doubt that we
will hear much more, not only of retirement
villages in Ireland in the coming years, but
also of Glendale Estate.

Tel: 059 9151184, Email: henry.bur-
rows@glendale.ie.

Avenue in Chicago, a non-profit organization
dedicated to preserving and strengthening
Irish culture in Chicago.

The festival features three days of music on
five stages, featuring Gaelic Storm, The Makem
and Spain Brothers, the Mickey Finns, The
Tossers and Seven Nations.

For those inclined toward hands-on activity,
theFolkTentreturnswithvariousdemonstrations
of Irishinstruments, dancesand sing-alongs. Irish
and American food is available throughout the
weekend,and dozens of vendorsandartisanswill
be selling Irish clothing, music and jewelry.

Fest activities and contests include a
Hooley Happy Hour with live music, match-
making and dancing, the Mashed Potato
Eating Contest and the Irish-American Idol
Contest for children ages 12-18.

Ticket prices are: $12 per day; $8 in ad-
vance until the end of day on July 9; seniors
$7,and children under 12 free when accom-
panied by a paid adult.

The Fest hours are: FRI, 6-midnight; SAT,
noon-midnight; SUN, noon-11pm.

To purchase advance sale tickets, which
are now available, call 773-282-7035, ext.
10. For more information, visit www.irish-
festchicago.com.
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Fundraiser for Rohan at 3 Counties Irish Pub July 27

Chicagoan Claire Scanlon has a sister in
Ireland who gave birth to a son, Rohan, a few
months ago in Ireland. Rohan was born with
Bilaterial Perisylvian Syndrome that went
undiagnosed until he was seven weeks old.
Rohanhashadtofighttostayaliveand hasonly
20%brainfunction.lthasbeenunderstandably
devastating to the family.

Now five months old, Rohanisin need of a
hyperbaric oxygen chamberwhichneedstobe
purchased hereinthe U.S. Claire is attempting
toraise enough money to pay for the chamber
which costs $25,000. This hyperbaric oxygen
chamber will be of great benefit inimproving
Rohan’s quality of life, preventing further brain
injury caused by his frequent seizures.

Afundraiser has been organized to help pay
for the much needed device at Three Counties
Irish Pub, 5856 N. Milwaukee Ave. in Chicago,
onJuly 27thfrom 3pm until 10pm. Music will be
provided by Joe McShane, Fast Eddie, and Barry

FINANCIAL PLANNING

Corrigan Financial Services, Inc.
Money Concepts Financial Planning Centre
Established 1980

Retirement Planning Specialist
for
Individuals - Families - Business

Investment - Tax - Estate Planning
Call
Mike & Chuck Corrigan
(708)482-3800

\ Member International Association for Financial Planning j
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Tina Trowbridge
030-057-1852
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woww irstdatawindvertyoom
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Fagan. Any and all donations for this worthy
cause willbe accepted at the door. Other events
are being organized at surrounding bars where
donations will also be accepted. Call the Three
Counties Irish Pub for details at 773-631-3351.

DANCE LESSONS

MCENULTY
IRISH DANCERS

Adult & Children Classes
(3 years and older)
10 Suburban Locations
for more information Contact:
Barbara McNulty Heneghan

TC.R.G. 847-698-4434

fax 847-518-0863
email: irshdancr@aol.com
\www.mcnultyirishdancers.comj
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By Scott Powers

Like most U2 fans, Damien Dempsey
has had those moments where his hairs
stand up and he gets the chills as Bono
sings away on stage.

Like few U2 fans, Dempsey had the op-

portunity to ask Bono what it’s like to be on

swerwaswhat Dempsey,alsooneof Ireland’s
most gifted musical sons, expected.
“He said it's like you've jumped off a cliff

and you're starting to fly when you sing that,”

said 32-year-old Dempsey. ‘I feel that same
way. It's like flying when you're singing. You
lose yourself in the song.”

Sharing a Pint

It's that passion on stage along with
Dempsey's gift for singing and songwriting
thathasgivenhisownfansunforgettablelive
performances. It's the type of show he gave
Chicago when he played Schubas in April.

“You really have to give everything you got,
the other end of that experience. Bono's an- every last ounce of passion you got,” he said.
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“You can'tsit back and relaxand sing. | getinto
deeperplace,amorespiritual place.Thecrowd
really senses that. You leave all your troubles
behind and leave it at the door. | want to the
crowd to feel like they're on cloud nine”

It's a feeling that Dempsey as a teenage
got from dabbling in a variety of drugs. If
it wasn't for music, he isn't sure where he'd
be today.

“| tried everything,” he said. “l was lucky.
| could have gone the wrong way. | had the
music. If | didn’t have to happen an outlet ...
I've seen some good friends have bad things
happen -- diseases, going to jail, people had
to leave the country for good.’

Dempsey'’s stop in Chicago was his sec-
ond in the past year’s time to support his
latest album “To Hell or Barbados’, which
was originally released in 2007. The album
earned him his second consecutive Meteor
Irish Music Award for Male Artist (the same
as our Grammy’s) and debuted No. 2 on Ire-
land’s music charts.

Before the year ends, Dempsey also plans
onreleasinganewalbumthat will feature his
favoritelrishtraditionalsongsandlaterinthe

IAHC May Events

The IAHC School of Celtic Art monthly
discussions continue this spring on the Irish
Book of Kells, led by artist Frank Crowley.
The free discussions take place in the IAHC
Museum the last Sunday of each month.

The Book of Kells is an ornately illus-
trated manuscript, produced by Celtic monks
around 800AD. It is one of the more lavishly
illuminated manuscripts to survive from the
Middle Ages and contains the four gospels of
the Bible in Latin, decorated with numerous
colorful illustrations and illuminations. It is
on permanent display at Trinity College in
Dublin, Ireland.

Come and learn more about the Book, its
importance in history and see what makes it
the most elaborate manuscript of its kind to
survive from the middle ages. A facsimile of
the book was made with the latest technologi-
cal advances and the IAHC has one of the few
copies of this book. It replicates each page
down to the smallest detail.

Last Quiz Night is Friday, May 18, at 8pm.
The quiz costs $30 per team, with no more
than six players per team. There will be prizes
for the top three winners. Food and drink is

FUNERAL HOME

Burke - Sullivan
Funeral Home

6471 N. Northwest Highway
Chicago, IL 60630
(773) 774-3333
(708) 966-8818

Directors- Gerald Sullivan
Jeanne Sullivan
Mary M. Sullivan

year a live DVD.

Since his last visit to Chicago, Dempsey,
who is known as Damo to his fans, also
joined Bono, Shane MacGowan, Sinead
O’Connor, Christy Moore and a number of
otherlreland’smostwell-knownmusiciansto
sing “The Ballad of Ronnie Drew’, which a
tribute to the former Dubliners singer Drew
who has cancer. The single, which will raise
money for the Irish Cancer Society, hit No. 1
on Ireland’s singles chart in early March.

“It was amazing,” said Dempsey of being
involved in the song.“Just all the talent from
Ireland. Everybody was there. When you saw
all them together, all of them from a small
country, we really have a lot talent”

Bono singled out Dempsey’s talent after
they performed the song on the “Late Late
Show”in Ireland recently.

“Damien Dempsey blows me out when he
opens his gob on this track,” Bono said. “It’s
like the end of the world.”

That'’s as good of an endorsement as
you can get.

Share a comment with Scott Powers at
sharingapint@yahoo.com

available in the Fifth Province.

Bloomsday Celebration

Celebrate the works of writer James Joyce
on the 104th anniversary of Bloomsday with
abrunch on Sunday, June 16 from noon-2pm
at the IAHC. The brunch will be followed by
atribute to Joyce through readings and music.
The cost is $30 and tickets must be reserved
by June 10, by calling the office.

Bloomsday celebrates the day on which
the action of James Joyce's novel Ulysses
takes place; June 16, 1904; the day on which
Joyce first went out with his future wife, Nora
Barnacle.

The day is named after Leopold Bloom, the
central characterin Ulysses. The novel follows
the life and thoughts of Leopold Bloom and a
host of other characters—real and fictional—
from8amon June 16throughtotheearlyhours
of the following morning.

Today, Bloomsdayis celebrated by Joyceans
across the globe with readings, performances,
re-enactments, and a host of other events. In
Dublin, enthusiasts dress in Edwardian cos-
tumeand gather during the dayat many of the
locations where episodes of Ulysses take place.
773-282-7035, ext 13.
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Festivals and Fraud
By Tina Trowbridge @ FDIS Windy City

It's time to trade in your winter boots for
dancing shoes and enjoy Festival Season!

| personally look forward to friends, fun, frolic
and the chance to see new wares from vendors,
some of which are also my clients. Unfortunately
criminals dotoo. There are those that would take
advantage of our good spirits and attempt to
enjoy your merchandise without having to pay
forit. They seemto get smarter each year, always
looking for new ways to steal from businesses
by using fake, skimmed or stolen credit cards
and targeting merchants they think will be easy
prey. Internet, retail, on the road, mail order,
etc... nooneisimmune, but everyone can take
precautions.

Follow these tips for a more secure festival
season:

1. If the sale seems too good to be true, it
should be suspect. (No one really needs 12 pairs
of ghillies or a dozen sweaters)

2.Geta live authorization whenever you can.
If you have a wireless terminal at a festival you're
a step ahead. Most true criminals won't even
bother with you. If you don't have a wireless
terminal, pay the phone authorization fee and
find out if the card is good. All services have a
number you can callinto to getan authorization,
use it when you suspect a transaction or when
a purchase reaches a dollaramount that makes
sense.

3. Don't take shortcuts with your payments.
Get all the required information from the card
holder. If your terminal prompts to enter the last
4 digits on the card, do it. This is a precaution

Mayor Richard M. Daley and Mrs. Maggie Daley greet the Mayor of Kerry, Ireland,
The Honorable Michael Healy-Rae and his wife, Mrs. Eileen Healey-Rae, at City Hall
on Monday, March 10, 2008. Mayor Healy-Rae and his wife were here in Chicago to
participate in St. Patrick’s Day activities. Photo by: Antonio Dickey, City of Chicago

Gaelic Park Essay A
Contest Winners

Chicago Gaelic Park, the Irish heritage and
cultural center located at 6119 West 147th
Street in Oak Forest, recently sponsored an
essay contest for grammar school and high
school students on the topic“An Irish Person
Who as Influenced Me”’

The grammar school winners are: First
Place-Annie Myren of St. Catherine of Alex-

ASTERING
William McNulty & Sons
Plastering Co.

Insured - All Work Guaranteed

PLASTERING
STUCCO DRYVIT

FDIS has taken to avoid credit card skimming. andria, Second Place-Amanda Kass of Bridge-
(Skimmingoccurswhenthemagneticstriponthe  port Catholic Academy, Third Place-Shane
card has been fraudulently reprogrammed with ~ Biggus of Ascension Grammar School-Oak
another’s information) If you are not swiping  Park,andtherandomdrawwinnerwasHannah
the card, make sure you have the billing address, Galvin of Queen of All Saints.
phonenumberandsecuritycodefromthebackof ~ The high school winners are First Place-
the card. Mostimportantly legiblyimprintevery Marty Malone of St. Rita, Second Place-
sale and have the cardholder sign the imprint. Robert Galvin of Marist, Third Place-Bridget
4.Use common sense. My mom would never ~ Leiser of Mother McAuley and the random
have given me her card and told me to buy ~draw winner was Caitlin Carroll of Mother

708-386-2951

anything | wanted. If the signature does not
match ask for ID. If you are suspicious for ANY
reason ask for ID.

Should you have any questions or would like
tolookinto wireless credit card terminal options,
internet or small business finance options
available to you, please contact me personally

at 630-657-1852.
(Tina has 11 years experience in the
transaction processing industry)

GIFT SHOP
IRISH IMPORTS

% TEAHAN'S $
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Chicago IL 60607

Since 1965
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McAuley.
All were awarded their prizes at the March
30th Celtic Supper. (708) 687-9323
www.chicagogaelicpark.org.
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OFF-TOPIC: What

is St. Patrick’s Day?

In honor of Saint Patrick and our upcoming
holiday, I'd rather write about Saint Patrick’s
Day than consumer protection laws. Saint
Patrick’s Day only comes once per year.

Why do we celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day?
Saint Patrick is celebrated because he con-
verted our pagan ancestors to Christianity.

I spentnineteen (19) years --more than half
of my life - in Catholic schools. Despite that,
| learned very little about Christianity.

| came out of those schools with some very
vague notions about Christianity. | know all
of therituals performed in Catholic churches
during mass. I know about the sacraments. |
have recollections about some bible stories,
like Lazarus was the man raised from the dead,
the parables of the Prodigal Son, the good Sa-
maritan, that there were twelve apostles, and
that there are ten commandments, etc.

One of the reasons | didn't know much
about Christianity was because | did not know
what most of the bible says. | did not know
what the bible says because | was never re-
quired to read it, in its entirety, in school. All
| can remember is one kid being called on to
read one passage at a time, and when you're
a kid you're usually not listening but rather
you're worried about possible embarrassment
from reading in front of the class. Maybe it’s
because, as kids, we're not really interested in
biblelessons. Maybeit'sbecausealot of bibles
were hard to read. The sentence structure did
not flow like the English language | was used
to. I recently saw a bible at a museum that
was from the 1500s, from the Elizabethan era.
| could not read it. That was not the same
English language as we know it today.

Nowadays, thanks to modern translations
(e.g., NLT - New Living Translation), the bible
isas easy toread asa contemporary magazine.
And, nowhere in the bible, | now realize, are
there ashes on people’s foreheads. There is
no fasting on Fridays. As a matter of fact it
was Jesus who was questioned by the Jewish

religious leaders as to why his disciples did not
fast. Also, there is no abstaining from meat
by Christians. As a matter of fact, given the
strict dietary restrictions of the Jewish religion,
Jesus said that it is not what you putinto your
bodythat defilesyou, butratheryourthoughts
and your actions. Mark 7:15. Jesus also was
accused of working on the Sabbath for healing
thelame. Jesusdid notappreciate thereligious
rituals insisted upon by the Jewish religious
leaders. Nevertheless, many of us think we are
Christians if we follow Catholic rituals, even
if only from time to time.

Do you realize that there is no baptizing
of babies in the bible? Of course, many will
remember John the Baptist and that even
Jesus was baptized by John. But no babies
were baptized, only consenting adults of their
own free will.

| used to have a notion of “born again”

Christians. And it’s a term that, for most
people | know, conjures up images of bible-
belt, bible-carrying, hymn-singing, adultswho
undergo a late-in-life spiritual awakening. But
I never knew or realized that you cannot be a
Christian unless you are born again. | knew
thenameNicodemusandthathewasabiblical
figure but could not have told you that he was
aJewish Pharisee who Jesus told that, in order
to see the Kingdom of God - i.e., go to heaven,
he needed to be born again. Jesus told him
no one can go to heaven without being born
again of water and the Spirit. John 3:5. Ithad
nothing to do with parents deciding for their
babies. It had only to do with adults deciding
for themselves.

Then, a few verses later, Jesus said the fol-
lowing: “This is the verdict: Light has come
intotheworld, butmen loved darknessinstead
of light because their deeds were evil. Every-
one who does evil hates the light, and will not
come into the light for fear that his deeds will
be exposed.’

How many of us would admit we do evil?
Not many - unless you realize that evil is a lot
more common than we assume. Many of our
thoughts are evil. Jesus said itis our thoughts
which defile us. From within, out of a person'’s
heart, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality,
theft, murder, adultery, greed, wickedness,
deceit, eagerness for lustful pleasure, envy,
slander, pride, foolishness. All these vile
things come from within; they are what defile
you and make you unacceptable to God. Mark
7:20-23. Alot of people would think the only

thing on that list that was evil for sure was mur-
der. Some of us think of pride as a virtue but,
according to Jesus Christ, it is vile and makes
usunacceptabletoGod. Howmany of usknow
adulterers? And Paul warns, “The day will
surely come when God, by Jesus Christ, will
judge everyone’s secret life” Romans 2:16.
It is not just murderers who make the news
that are evil. Many of us would fall all over
ourselvesjust to shake the hand of a politician
known for theft, greed, and deceit.

So, how many of us know what it means
to be a Christian? And if we know what it
means, can we honestly say we are a Christian?
Don'tsay you are a Christian just because your
parents chose to have you baptized whenyou
were a baby.

Where is Saint Patrick when we need
him?

I've beentolreland severaltimesbut never
during Saint Patrick’s Day. | was once told
thatitis more of a religious holiday than fes-
tive party in Ireland; whereas, in this country,
it is more of a festive party than a religious
holiday. “Everyone s Irish on Saint Patrick’s
Day!” (Drink up!) | don't know about Ire-
land on Saint Patrick’s Day, although I know
the country is changing very fast. What was
true ten years ago | suspect is hardly true
anymore. But | know in this country Saint
Patrick’s Day is quite a party, celebrated by
many with lots of drinking, cavorting, and
carousing. How funny it is that many cel-
ebrate the life of Saint Patrick through pagan
revelry. | guess we can at least thank Saint
Patrick that we no longer sacrifice humans
to pagan gods and goddesses.
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Julyand Augustalone, USCIS received nearly three  “It's not because | say good fortune, good fortune, good
An million filings, compared to 1.8 million filings dur-  fortune that will make me feel better. Nor will saying bad luck,

Immigrant’s Musings

Fr. Michael Leonard

ing the same period the previous year.Thissudden  bad luck, bad luck, make me feel worse. They're only words
surge included 1.4 million naturalization applica- and, by themselves, have no power.’

tions last year —460,000in July alone.While histori- ~ The speaker replied. “Shut up, you fool, you don't under-
cally filing increases have occurred in advance of ~ stand a thing about this”

fee increases, Presidential elections, immigration The member of the audience was stunned, his face became

Immigration Reform

Will our political leaders ever learn? As we prepare for an-
other round of elections to Congress and also a new President,
politicians are again proposing inadequate and unworkable
solutions to fix our broken immigration system.

We have a group led by failed presidential candidate Tan-
credo, proposing the SAVE Act, (Secure America Through Veri-
fication and Enforcement). This piece of legislation proposes a
crackdown onillegalimmigration butdoes not containasingle
proposal to deal with the root causes of why this country has
problems with immigration. Until there is a comprehensive
overhaul of the system and a broader look at its root causes
wearegoingto continue repeating the mistakes of the pastand
indeed in my opinion only make matters worse. What is called
for now as someone has putit so well, is a policy that focuses
attention on:“Building Bridges, Not Fences".

Firstly, we need to make a greater effort at, as scripture
says: “welcoming the stranger among us”. This nation
founded on Christian principles needs to show more of
those ideals particularly in the way in which it receives
newcomers."l was a stranger and you made me welcome
needs to be practiced more by religious folks whose hearts
are often closed to new immigrants.

Secondly, this country needs to look atits responsibility
of working with countries south of the border in particular.
Most of their citizens come to the US seeking work be-
cause they are forced to do so to survive. The policies of
NAFTA and otherfactors which cause widespread poverty
need serious attention.

Thirdly, we need to be realisticand accept that evenif the
border issue is fixed we still have to deal with the long term
residents who are such a vital part of this economy. If there
arefolks here who are involved in criminal activities then, they
need to be dealt with. The vast majority of those living here
withoutvalid paperwork however,are hardworkingand decent
people who deserve a chance to live the American dream.

USCIS Updates Projected

Naturalization Case Processing Time
Agency To Complete 36-percent More Naturalization
Cases Than Last Year

WASHINGTON - U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) announced today (04/02) that it will finish more than
one million naturalization cases during fiscal year 2008 - far
exceedingthe number of cases completedlastyear. This update
comes following a thorough analysis of the work completed
during the last six months.

“By the end of the year, | expect USCIS will have finished 36
percent more naturalization cases than last year without com-
promising national security ortheintegrity of the naturalization
process,” said USCIS Director Emilio Gonzalez.

The agency recently updated the expected time it will take
to complete naturalization cases, projecting processing times
averaging 13-15months.That'sathreemonthimprovementfrom
the 16-18 month projection that USCIS made six months ago.

A critical component of the strategy for addressing this
workload is to quickly grow the capacity to handle the influx of
additional cases. Thatincludes expanding the USCIS workforce
by adding nearly 3,000 new employees, detailing employees
towork in the most heavily affected offices, quadrupling the
funding for overtime and using Asylum Office facilities and
staff to conduct naturalization interviews.

Last summer, USCIS received an unprecedented number of
applications and petitions forimmigration benefits. During June,

”

debates and new legislation, none of the past in- red and he was about to reply,
creases are close to the magnitude of the last summer’s surge. ~ “You, son of a..” The speaker raised his hand.

USCIS and FBI Release Joint Plan to “Please excuse me. | didn't mean to upset you. Please accept

. my most sincere apologies.”
Eliminate Backlog of FBI Name Checks The member ofthe audience calmed down. Some peoplein
Partnership Establishes Series of Milestones To Complete Checks

the hall murmured; others shuffled their feet.
WASHINGTON - U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services The speaker resumed.“There’s the reply to the questionyou
(USCIS) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) today asked me. Afew words made you very angry. The other words
announcedajointplantoeliminatethe backlogofnamechecks calmed you down
pending with the FBI. “Now do you understand the power of words?”

USCIS and the FBI established a series of milestones pri- 8th Annual Golf Open

oritizing work based on the age of the pending name check.
The FBI has already eliminated all name check cases pending Chicago Irish Immigrant Support is excited to announce
their 8th Annual Golf Open on June 14th, 2008 at St. An-

more than four years.

“This plan of action is the product of a strong partnership drew’s Golf and Country Club, 3 N441 Route 59, West
between USCIS and the FBI to eliminate the backlogsandto  Chicago 60185 (1/4 mile N. of North Ave on Route 59). The
strengthen national security,”said USCIS Director Emilio Gon-  day promises to be as much fun and a bigger success than
zalez. By increasing staff, expanding resources, and applying last year's event. The entry fee is $100 per person, proceeds
new business processes, the goal is to complete 98 percent of  of which will help keep the center’s doors open. Prizes will
all name checks within 30 days. USCIS and the FBlintend to  be awarded for lowest gross, lowest net, nearest the pin and
resolve the remaining two percent, which represent the most  longest drive. There will be a $10,000 prize for a hole in one
difficult name checks and require additional time to complete, at a designated par 3.
within 90 days or less. The goal is to achieve and sustainthese  Thanks to continued support from our generous com-
processing times by June 2009. munity we have been able to make a difference in the lives

The joint plan will focus on resolving the oldest pending  of vulnerable Irish immigrants in Chicago and beyond. We
FBI name checks first. USCIS has also requested that the offerfree and confidentialimmigration services, processing
FBI prioritize resolution of approximately 29,800 pending permanentresidencyandcitizenshipapplications.We couple
name checks from naturalization applicants submitted tothe  thiswithanactive pastoral programtoinclude baptisms, wed-
FBI before May 2006 where the naturalization applicant was  dings, funerals and visits to the sick and imprisoned.
already interviewed. We take our motto ‘We need each other’ seriously in

The target milestones for processing name checks are:  responding to our community and its needs. We have fully

Completion trained staff who reach out to seniors, and those who are
Goal Category suicidal or experiencing drug and alcohol abuse. We offer
May 2008 Process all name checks more than 3 manyworkshopsthroughouttheyear,suchasthe DV Lottery,
years as well as advocating strongly in lllinois and Washington
July 2008 """ 2 years D.C.for comprehensive immigration reform. The Irish have
Nov 2008 """ 1 year punched above their weight in this debate and have been
Feb 2009 180 Days credited by both parties for changing the dynamics on the
June 2009 “*"30 Days Hill. You have made this possible! Please call our office on
The Power of Words 312-337-8445 to book a place on the course, sponsor a tee,

a hole or advertise in our ad book.

Aspeakerwas speakingaboutthe power of positivethinking - should you have any comments, questions or suggestions,
and the power of words. please feel free to contact me @ sliabhanoir@yahoo.com
One of the audience raised his hand and said, or 312-337-8448.

RESTAURANT/PUB

OWNERS:
FERDYNAND & ANNA HEBAL

Invite you to enjoy
The Red
Apple Buffet!

~

Traditional Irish Pub & Restaurant

FuLL Menu-IrisH BReakFasT ALL DAy-EveryDAY!
LuNcH 11- 4pm e DINNER 4-11PM

LATENIGHT CHIPPER MENU 11PM-1AM
PLENTY OF PARKING IN OUR LOT!

3374 N Clark St Chicago
(Clark & Roscoe) 773-248-3600
www.johnnyohagans.com
Daily 11am-2 am Saturday 9 am-3am
Sunday 9 am- 2 am

eCall For
MUSIC SCHEDULE

e Murphy’s Snug Bar downstairs
available for Private Parties ~ /

Czerwone Jabtuszko

RESTAURANT & DELI'S
3121-23 N. MILWAUKEE AVE.
PH 773-588-5781
FAX 773-588-3975
6474 N. MILWAUKEE AVE.
PH 773-763-3407 FAX 773-763-3406
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Traditional

Irish Music
every Friday night
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Piping It In - May 2008

| do love my job, | guess I've said that before, but | do.
The specific reason for my current Snoopy Dance is that I've
just returned from being a vendor at the Hawaiian Scottish
Festival in Honolulu!

A Hawaiian Scottish Festival, you say? You bet, | say!
Scots have been very involved in the islands as steam engi-
neers, shipping company representatives, fruit growersand
they even married into the Hawaiian Royal family. The last
Princess of Hawaii was Kaiulani, her last name was Cleghorn
and her dad was from the auld country.

So fast forward to today and you'll find an active com-
munity of Scots and Irish gathering together every April in
Kapiolani Park to celebrate with dancing, piping, athletics
and some of the best festival food ever! The sponsoring or-
ganizations are the Caledonian Society of Hawaii, the Celtic
Pipes and Drums of Hawaii and the Royal Scottish Country
Dance society. The festival is organized by the Hawaiian
Scottish Association. Hawaii is a place where living together
is an art form, so here you'll see Scots and Irish enjoying
each other’s music together.The featured band this year was
none other than Chicago’s Switchback, their second year at
the festival. Other acts included Hawaii’s own Doolin’Rakes,
a fine Irish band with original arrangements of trad music
and their own songs to boot.

The local pipe band, Celtic Pipes and Drums of Hawaii, led
by Pipe Major Dan Quinn and Drum Major Kevin Richards, is
always a treat. Along with traditional pipe tunes, they have ar-
ranged manytraditional Hawaiian songsfor pipesand doalovely
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Hawaiian set unlike any other pipe band you've ever heard.

This year, for the first time, they sponsored a Highland
Dance competition. Dancers came from the US and Canada to
compete. There were also dancers there from Australia, New
Zealand and Scotland!

The Friendly Sons of St Patrick are always represented by
Honolulu's favorite pub owner, Bill Comerford. Bill owns three
excellent pubs in Honolulu where you can get a creamy pint
and the finest steak and Guinness pie I've ever tasted.

Sunday Mornings are started by Father Richard Rubie, pas-
tor of St Francis of Assisi Celtic Catholic Church, conducting
Mass on the Main stage.

Every good festival must have someone holding the reins
and Hawaii is no different. The Chieftain of the games is
Dan Peddie and he is ably assisted by his lovely wife, Mary.
Together with a host of volunteers, they make this one of the
best organized and friendly festivals we attend. So if you're
feeling a need for sun, surf and sand, hit Hawaii for a little
Celtic flavored sun and fun!

While I was sunning myself in Hawaii, the Midwest Pipe
Band Association held their mini-bands competition on the
south side of Chicago. The bands were showing off the ar-
rangements they have been working so hard onall winterlong.
lan Swinton was the Piping judge and Jim Enright Jr was the
Drumming judge. Inthe Medley contest for Grade 4, Stockyard
Kilty Band took first, followed by Northwest Indiana PB-A,
Tullintrain West PB, Tunes of Glory PB, Northwest Indiana
PB-B, with the Chicago Highlanders PB taking Sixth place. In
the Quick March Medley for Grade 4, the winner was North-
west Indiana PB-A, followed by Tullintrain West PB, Stockyard
Kilty PB, Tunes of Glory PB, Chicago Highlanders PB-A with
Chicago Highlanders PB-B taking sixth. It must have been a
good competition, | wish | could have seen it.

Finallylwanttomentionafundraisercoming up on Saturday
May 3, for the Pipes and Drums of the Lake County, Indiana,
Sherriff's Department. It will be held at the Lake County,
Indiana Fairgrounds from 5:00 pm to 10:00 pm. Tickets are
$10 and kids under 12 are free. There will be food and drink
available. Last year there were 4 pipe bands playing and it was
great fun. There will be two vendors there as well, Rampant
Lion and Blarney. Hope to see you there!

With the cancellation of the year’s Springfield Highland
Games, thefirst really big Pipe Band competition willbe held at
the Milwaukee Highland Games, in Glendale W1, on Saturday
June7.The games are held at Old Heidelberg Park at the Bavar-
ianInn.Thewebsiteisathttp://www.milwaukeehighlandgames.
org/ and has lots of information. It's not too long of a drive to
listen to some really fine piping and drumming.

| welcome and enjoy your comments, gossip, opinions and
foolishness. You can reach me at Rampant Lion Celtic Traders,
47 S.Villa Ave, Villa Park IL or call 630 834 8108.

THE GALWAY ARMS

2442 NORTH CLARK STREET

Hara at The Arms,

wia pride o

resfaurant br

Flanning a private part

Vobed Best Irish Bar 2007 by ADL Cibyquide

SouUL oF IRELAND, HEART OF CHICAGD
TTI-AT 25555 - GALWAYTARMSECORE.COM
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Careers
By James F. Fitzgerald, CPA

Can road signs

lead you to success?

Many of us have long commutes towork. Some of us spend that
time listening to the radio or CDs. Others catch up on their phone
calls. Some have breakfast. Others do dictation. But thereis a
segmentofthecarbound commutersthatsimplyfretawaythetime.
Perhaps if you are one of those commuters there is a way that you
could use your time better. How about using the road signs you
passasteachingaids? Here'show | have used road signsas catalysts
to provoke thought as | pass them on my way to work.

DETOUR AHEAD. Many of us find that detours have been a
common occurrence in our careers. Obviously detours can inhibit
one’s career. Career“detours”can be major setbacksin a career;

"your”project does not produce the expected result; your mentor
leavesyourorganization;theexpected promotiongoestosomeone
else; or you are downsized. Hopefully you will learn from any de-
tourinyour career and gain value fromit: it's been said, if it doesn't
kill you, it will make you stronger. If you don't learn from your
mistakes, you are destined to repeat them again and again.

NOTURN ONRED. Allemployers have rules that you must
learn. Ihad lunch with a client recently; he told me that one of
his subordinates,aGeneral Manager, had not provided him with
information about a short fallin one month'’s profitability. My
client was annoyed by this GM’s failure. He told the GM that it
wasareasonable expectation that he should be apprised of any
unexpected losses. Failing to report deviations from the profit
plan was a“punishable” offense. The GM had violated one of
their unwritten rules, “no surprises.” Bosses generally don't
like to be surprised; because they then will have to “surprise’
their own boss. All bosses want to feel like they are in charge;
it's part and parcel of being the boss, right? Surprises may be
interpreted as a sign that the boss is out of touch with his opera-
tion. Do you surprise your boss very often? Some bosses will
be less than ecstatic, even if the surprise is a “good” one.

YIELD. I have an immediate visceral reaction to this sign; |
am NOT going to yield. It may be part of my south side Irish
American mentality; yielding is repugnant to me. But as |
matured, | came to realize, there are some instances in which
one simply mustyield. If that big semi tractor trailer rig is edg-
ing you off onto the shoulder, yielding the right of way is the
sensible thing to do. Are there times when you should yield in
your corporate environment? When the boss says, here are your
marching orders; canyourestrainyour desire to haveityourway?
As the Gambler, Kenny Rogers, says,“you need to know when to
hold’em and when to fold‘’em.’” As President Thomas Jefferson,
said: “On matters of style, swim with the current; on matters
of principle, stand like a rock.” Understanding the wisdom of
both Rogers and Jefferson can be a great help to us.

One has to be sure that their egoisn’t in total control
of their actions.

Agreat challengein corporate life is to know when you have
said as much as you can, without alienating everybody in the
room. If you object (or never yield) to every suggestion of your
colleagues, you will be viewed as a negative influence on the
team. You must learn to pick your spots to object. Canyou do
that with wit and style or can you only object with annoyance
and angst? One can yield without sacrificing their integrity.

SHOULDER CLOSED AHEAD. There's an old saying, when-
ever God closes a door, he opens a window. As your career moves
along, some opportunities turn out to be less than anticipated or
desired. Perhaps these opportunities even become a distraction.
In fact you may find that the SHOULDER of your career has been
removed temporarily. Most people can recover fromvirtually any
setback; literature is rift with such stories. Many people who have
been overlookedintheir corporationsgoontobecomeahugesuc-

4

cess within that same company later in their career.

They have not allowed the setback to define them;

rather they have embraced it and learned from it.

Butif you areinclined to jump ship, look at your
employment situation very carefully. Is your suc-

cess driven by you or by your company? Selling a

lot of ice cream cones on a hot summer day doesn't

make the Good Humor driver an incredible sales
person;almostanyone could dothatjob.Couldyour

success or the driver’s success be environmentally dependent?

CHILDREN AT PLAY. What's your work/life balance; do
yourkids knowyou? Ifyou haven'tdedicated enough of yourtime
to your spouse and family to date, when will you? As parents we
know there is a very narrow window to fully enjoy our children.
These special days usually only happen once. | know a number of
executives who have spent their later years trying to make up for
those earlier”lost”years. A dear friend and mentor of mine told
me years ago, if you don't have time for your children when they
are five or six, surely they will not have time for you when they
are fifteen or sixteen. Try rating yourself in this category.

PAY TOLLS AHEAD. Are you willing to pay the tolls
necessary to be successful in your career? Are you willing to
acceptthe extra travel time? Are youworking the kind of hours
expected of a hard charger? Have you taken on those difficult
tasks that no one else will do?

STOP. We experience stop signs throughoutour livesand our
careers. Sometimes it makes good sense to STOP.But there are
also other times when we need to ignore such a sign. Perhaps
the message is that we need to stop some particular activity or
function thatinhibits our advancementin our career. Of course,
the real challengeis to discern whether the signis really telling
you to go or stop. Take the time to examine your own career
with a critical eye. Set this article aside for afew momentsand
decideiftherearethingsthatyou dothatare holding your career
back. Alternatively, you might ask a couple of close friends
or colleagues what they observe. Perhaps they could point out
some activities that are distractive to your growth.

EXIT. When we drive on the interstates, we often welcome
Exit signs; they mean we are close to our destination. Should
we look more carefully at the Exit Option, when making career
decisions? Many executives have told me that they stayed too
longattheircompany. They knew that their future was doubtful
foralong time, but they couldn't bring themselves to examine
their full range of options. It was inconvenient. The timing
was all wrong. Leaving was more difficult than staying. For
whatever reason, they weren't willing to leave their current
circumstances. Perhaps they simply settled for the comfortable.
Should you consider setting aside a couple of hours each year
to challenge yourself about exercising the Exit option? Such
self examination can be painful but wholesome.

So, when you are driving to the office, perhaps you can

\

/

3511 N Clark
Chicago

773.935.6669

Open1lamto2am
Sat11amto3am
Lunch/Dinner
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Voted BEST Irish Bar 2004 & 2005 citisearch.com

WINNER! Best Comfort Food Award
AOL City Guide 2005 & 2006

WINNER! Silver Platter Award 2004, ‘05,06 & '07
presented by Food Industry News

Zagot Guide Recommended 2004,05,06 &‘07

PrRIvATE RoomMs AVAILABLE
With or Without Great Buffet!

use road signs as learning tools. If you don't like road signs,
how about the instruments on your dashboard? Do you have
enough gas to reach your career destination? Are you buckled
up? How's your oil? Are you going too fast for the road con-
ditions? Are you on cruise control—are you simply living off
your past performance? Carpe Diem.

James F. Fitzgerald is the president of James F. Fitzgerald
& Associates, Inc., an Oak Brook, IL-based senior executive
coaching and senior executive career transition firm. Phone #
630-684-2204. Email: jamesffitz@sbcglobal.net
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McNamara’s

Food & Drinks
4328 W Irving Park Rd « Chicago

Full Service Dining,
Outdoor Garden Area,
and the only Wood Burning Grill in
Chicagoland!

Available for Private Parties

IRISH
BREAKFAST
SAT & SUN

til 2pm

LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS DAILY!

AUTHENTIC IRISH PUB
Serving Domestics and Imports
and Guinness of Course!

MoN - SAT 11 AM TO 2 AM
SuNDAY 10 AM TO 2 AM

(773) 725-1800 BAR
(773) 736-1690 FAX

\“Chicago’s Best Kept Secret!” )
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Sean Og. O Ceallachain

Cork’s Christy Cooney will
be the next president of the
GAA and he had avery con-
vincing win over his two other
challengers for the prestigious
role, Liam O ‘Neill of Laois
and Sean Fogarty of Tipper-
ary at the GAA Congress in
Sligo afew weeks ago. Cooney
who was elected on the first
count with 172 votes to 112
for O'Neill and 26 votes for
Fogarty. He is a native of You-

-“"Tl
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ghal and a former chairman
of the Munster Council. His
election was the highlight of
an uneventful GAA Congress
which saw a Central Council
motion calling for acceptance
of the Government grants
for inter-county player being
passed overwhelmingly. There
was vigorous opposition to the
motion from counties Derry
AND Tyrone. The defeat of the
motion against its acceptance
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Mortgage Loans
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was heavier than anticipated.

The GAA’s relationship
with alcohol firms sponsor-
ing major competitions took
another twist when a Laois
motion calling for clubs to
be prevented from filling tro-
phies with drink during cele-
brations was passed. Questions
about how this ban might
be policed were answered
by president Nicky Bren-
nan’s suggestion that “there’s
nothing wrong with taking
a small drill and boring a
hole in the cup.” From 2010
all senior inter county play-
ers will have to wear helmets
with faceguards during both
games and training, after a
Kilkenny motion to that ef-
fect was passed. There was a
victory for grassroots pressure
when a Wicklow motion call-
ing for the an end to the cur-
rent system whereby Division
4 teams are not allowed to
participate in the All-Ireland
football qualifiers was passed
almost unanimously. Despite
a plea from Director —General
Paraic Duffy to give the cur-
rent system more time and an
intervention by former presi-
dent Sean Kelly which advised
against change,, the delegates
heeded the call of Wicklow’s
Tom Byrne “to letit be said
you were at the conference
of 2008 and did something
for the weaker counties. The
change will nothowever come
into force for this year's foot-
ball championship.

.GAA president Nicky Bren-
nan in ahard hitting address to

Congress accused certain As-
sociation officials of “ breath-
taking arrogance and lack
of leadership” FOR THEIR
STANCE ON DISCIPLINE.

Brennan hit out also at the
Gaelic Players Association for
their * lack of appreciation
for the work done by county
boards. Brennan claimed that
the disciplinary problems
which plagued the GAA over
the last year have nothing to
do with the rule book and
everything to do with officials
looking to gain an unfair ad-
vantage for their teams.

“ The breathtaking arrogance
and lack of leadership from
some officials saw cases com-
ing before control committees
and the DRA when sanctions
should have been accepted and
the offence acknowledged” he
stormed. “These same officials
have the audacity to go back
into their own counties and ad-
minister the samerules which
they try to side step at national
level” The president called for
a change what he termed a
"growing culture of disrespect
for our rules, regulations and
match officials”  Continuing
he said that he was astonished
at the dismissive attitude of
some individuals to the player
burnout debate. “ Itis quite
clear” he said “that some men-
tors are putting a selfish
quest for personal glory and
gratification before the well
being of some of our most
talented young players.” Bren-
nan also promised areview of
the current state of amateur

status in the GAA, something
which had been a focus of
debate during the controversy
on the Government’s player
grants. Near the end of his
speech Brennan pinpointed in-
ternal conflicts as the greatest
problem

facing the GAA at the mo-
ment. His aggressive speech
suggested that he was very in-
tent to tackle some of those
he regards as responsible for
such conflicts. Significantly
the successor to the incum-
bent Nicky Brennan , Cork
born Christy Cooney, elected
by awide margin, will be tak-
ing over his office next April
when Brennan hands over the
reins of the biggest position in
the GAA. He may well be
avery welcome strong official
well capable of sorting out a
number of the major prob-
lems that the retiring presi-
dent is leaving to his succes-
sor. We must wait and see.

Donegal have been rocked
by the news that Ciaran Bon-
ner hasopted out of the panel
and has insisted that there
is no way he will be back
for the Ulster senior football
championship clash with Derry
on June 1.The Donegal man
has informed the Donegal
Management of his decision
following the League game
against Laois a few weeks
ago. It is understood that
Bonner was irked after being
replaced in the Laois match, a
week after he was not chosen
for the game against Tyrone.

New Chicago

Hurling Club

The Michael Cusack Hurling Club
of Chicago, IL is the first club in the
Chicagoland area that is comprised
of all American-born players to play
the Irish sport of Hurling. The club
played its first matches on April 19th
at Chicago Gaelic Park against clubs
from all across America. Matches will
be played through out the summer
includingappearancesatfestivalsand
tournamentsthroughouttheMidwest.
The MCHC will also be attending the
North American Championships in
Boston over Labor Day weekend.

The club is, at present, seeking
non-playing members, supporters,
sponsors and American born play-
ers. All those who are interested in
playing, aiding, or sponsoring the
Michael Cusack Hurling Club, or
thoseinterestedin moreinformation,
should contact the club at cusack-
hurling@gmail.com.
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A Word With Father Boland

The Voice of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago

Charity and Justice:
Advocating for the Poor

At Catholic Charities, charity and
justice walk hand in hand. In charity,
wedaily provideimmediatehelpand
services to the tens of thousands of
low-incomeadultsand childrenwho
live in our apartments, shelters and
programsforhomelessfamilies;who
depend on our food and clothing
centers, are guests at our evening
suppers, orattend our 17 child care
and development centers; and who
live in our senior residences, attend
ourseniorcentersorreceivein-home
services. But equally important, we
advocate in justice for their rights
and their futures.

On March 11, thirty Catholic
Charities’ Board members, division
managers, regional representatives
and staff members joined Chief Oper-
ating Officer Walter Ousley and me as
we boarded a bus for our fifth annual
trip to the State Capitol in Springfield,
lllinois, to advocate with our elected
officials for just policies that will posi-
tively affect the people we serve.

“Springfield Advocacy Days" are
an essential part of the mission of
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese
of Chicago. We have always rec-
ognized that our services to the 1.1
million poor and vulnerable people
wehelpannuallyinour 160 programs
must be accompanied by concrete
efforts to address the root causes of
human suffering and injustice. So,
each year, our work on behalf of the
people we serve includes personal
visits to legislators in Springfield and
in their district offices.

Our priorities are the greatest
needs of our clients. Therefore, in our
two days of meetings with legislators
this March, we stressed the necessity
of increasing funding for child care,
mental health services, increased
services for pregnant and parenting
teens; homeless prevention funding,
the Maryville Crisis Nursery, and
chore/housekeeperand homemaker
services for frail elderly persons.

Historically, the state, which has
responsibility for the basic welfare
ofallits citizens, has contracted with
private social service agencies such
as Catholic Charities, which have
unique expertise and experience, to
provide the professional services
needed to care for particularly vul-

nd Michael M. Boland

Administrator,Prersidentand CEOCatholic
Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago

nerable populations.

This year we are urging lllinois
legislators to act on the following
funding issues that affect many of
the children, teens, families and
elderly who participate in Catholic
Charities programs.

« Maintain the rate increase for
the lllinois Department of Human
Services Child Care Assistance Pro-
gramincluded in the State budget.
Low-income working parents find
it difficult to make the co-payment
thatis expectedforquality child care.
Today, Catholic Charities will lose
between $4 and $11 for every one
of the 1,500 children in our child
day care programs.

« Support increased funding for
children’s mental health care for
children from birth to 18 years, es-
pecially for early intervention and
services for preschool children and
their families.

« Increase funding (for the first
time since 2001) for home visitation
programs for pregnant and parenting
teens,andhome-basedparentcoaching
programs for teens and their families.
Positive results include increased
children’s literacy and high school
graduation rates, and a reduction in
child maltreatment.

+ Prevent
homelessness by
increasing the
Rental Housing
Support Program
Fund appropria-
tion for rental
assistance to an
estimated 4,000
households on

extremely low incomes, who pay a
disproportionate share of their in-
come for basic housing, due to lack
of affordable housing.

« The Maryville Crisis Nursery,
the only such facility in
the Chicago metropolitan
area, provides safe and se-
cureshort-termemergency
shelterinanurturing envi-
ronment for children from
birth throughage 5whose
families are dealing with
crises. It will benefit from
Senate Bill 2227 to create
a tax check-off for the
Crisis Nursery Fund.

« Support an hourly in-
crease for chore/house-
keepersand homemakers.

Catholic Charities employs 734
homemakers who provided 584,936
hours of services for frail elderly cli-
entsduring fiscal year 2007, allowing
themtoremainindependentlyintheir
own homes.

« Catholic Charities also urges
an annual Cost of Doing Business
increase/adjustmentandaresolution
for prompt payment of services ren-
dered by non-profitagenciesdealing
with the state.

Please join Catholic Charities in
advocatingforjustandcompassionate
treatmentofthevulnerable peoplewe
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serve in the Archdiocese of Chicago
and throughout lllinois. Thank you.

For more information about
Catholic Charities’services in the
Archdiocese of Chicago (Cookand
Lake Counties), please visit www.
catholiccharities.net.
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GAA North
American County

Board News

By Eamon Kelly

While the election of a new presi-
dent and a motion regarding a 3.5
million Euro government grants
scheme for inter-county players
toppedtheagendaattherecent GAA
Congress the NACB delegation were
on a special mission to challenge a
motion that, if passed, would sig-
nificantly reduce the number of Irish
sanction playersallowed to play with
NACB clubs. A motion submitted by
a county Tyron club requested that
Official Guide Rule 43 be amended
to allow a maximum of 10 sanction
players be permitted to register for
any clubin the North American and
Canadian County Boards. The cur-
rent rule allows a possible total of 24
sanction players perclub,depending
onthenumberofparticipatingteams.
Even though the success of this mo-
tion would depend on acquiring a
two-thirds voting majority it became

cleartothe NACB delegation that the
motion had strong support among
several counties.

At stake was the growing number
of protests from county boards over
inter-county players leaving their
counties in the middle of the cham-
pionships and joining NACB clubs. It
was alleged that many of them were
being enticed by monitory condensa-
tions. After discussions with some
members of GAA management
and the International committee the
NACB decided not to challenge the
motion and engage in negotiations
with the GAA By-laws committee
to work out a comprise that would
attract the support of congress and
thehopeofhavingtheTyronemotion
withdrawn.

Earlyinthenegotiationsltbecame
clear to the eight NACB delegates
that a comprise was impossible un-
less the NACB agreed not to register
any memberofaninter-county panel
that has competed in the current
year. Given that situation the NACB
delegation focused their attention
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on seeking unlimited sanction for
students as well as sustaining the
current quota for sanctions. After
over 3 hours of intense negotiations
an agreement was reached were-
by no current inter-county players
would be registered by the NACB
clubs and in return there would be
no limit to sanctions granted to J1
visa students. It was also agreed that
10 regular sanctions will be granted
toall clubs with one team and an ad-
ditional 8 sanctions be granted fora
second team. No additions would be
granted for a third team.The longest
stalemate in the negotiations was
the NACB's insistence that students
without J1 visas qualify for student
sanctions. It was finally accepted
that the term "student" had to be
definedtopreventwidespreadabuse
of the rule.

Following Tyron's agreement to
withdraw their motion Congress
unanimously approved the new
motion. Following is the amended
section of Rule 43 as passed by
Congress:

43 (iv) The maximum number of
Sanctioned Players permitted to any
club in the North American County
Board or Canadian Board Areas shall
be ten. In addition a club may also
avail of the services of a further six
players who have a valid, current J1
Visa as well as a sanction.

In the case of New York, the maxi-
mum number of Sanctioned players
per team shall be six.

NOTE: The NACB and all of its
divisions have agreed thatforathree
year trial period (2008 to 2010 inclu-
sive) no member of an Inter-County
Senior panel, , who has competed
at Senior level in the hurling and/
or Football championships, of the
current year, will be accepted for
Registration asamemberofany club
in the NACB jurisdiction.

Exception: Any inter-county play-
er who holds a valid, current J1Visa
will be accepted for Registration.

In other NACB news, the fifth
annual junior hurling jamboree was
staged at Chicago GaelicParkon the
weekend of April 18 - 20. Started in
2004 by David Olsen of Milwaukee,
to promote hurlingin Midwest Amer-
ican cities, this years event was the
most successfuland productive ever
staged. Asintended from it's inaugu-
rationin 2004 thisevent continues to
focus on an informal setting where
teams from several cities engage
in friendly non-competitive games
played inaround-robinformat. Over
140 players from the following cit-
ies participated in this years event::
Akron, Atlanta, Chicago, Denver,
Indianapolis, Minneapolis, St, Louis.
A team from Perdue University also
participated.

Highlight of the event this year
wasthestaging of several hurlingand
referee coaching clinics throughout
the 3-day weekend. The clinic was
sponsored by the Munster Council,
NACB's partner in the GAA twining
program, Three coaches, including

Elgin Children’s
Chorus on May 18th

Enjoy the delightful Elgin Chil-
dren’s Chorus at their“Crescendo!”
performances on Sunday, May
18th at 3pm and 6pm at the Elgin
Community College, Arts Center,
1700 Spartan Drive in Elgin. Con-
tributions to America’s musical
fabric provide the focus for this
lively musical event. Ticket prices
are $12 for adults, $10 for seniors
and $8for students. 847-622-0300
www.elgin.edu/arts.

Munster Games Manager Joe Carton

as well as Dinny Maher and referee

coach Kevin Walsh traveled from Ire-
land to conduct the clinic, Between

25and50people participatedineach

ofthe4coachingseminarsconducted

throughout the weekend.

Gaelic Park’s 22nd Annual Irish Fest 2008

It's time to begin the season of sum-
mer festivals with one of the largest
Irish Fests in America. Gaelic Park’s
22nd Annual Irish Fest promises to
have more variety of music than ever
with the Makem & Spain Brothers,
Michael McDermott, Liz Carroll &
John Doyle, Black 47, Scythian, Amer-
ican English, The Bridies, The Tartan
Terrors, and many, many more.

Irish Fest activities also include
an Irish Dog Exhibition and the all
new Cultural Tent which will feature
an exhibit on Irish rock music. Along
with great music, Gaelic Park’s Irish
Festwill alsoinclude a huge carnival
midway, storytelling, theatre, all

kinds of food vendors, an Irish Tea
Room, 20 Irish import stores and
free parking.

The 22nd Annual Irish Festival
begins Friday, May 23rd from 3 p.m.
until 11 p.m. with halfpriced admis-
sion from 3 to 4 p.m., and continues
Saturday, May 24th and Sunday, May
25th noon until 11 p.m.,and Monday,
May 26th noon until 8 p.m. Regular
admissionis $15 including unlimited
carnival rides. Admission is $12 for
adults 65 and over and kids 12 and
under.For children 3and under admis-
sion is free. Call Gaelic Park at (708)
687K9323 for more details or visit
www.chicagogaelicpark.org.

Set Dancing for Beginners/Improvers Continues

On Mondays, from 7pm to 8pm, Irish Set Dancing classes for Begin-
ners and Improvers at Gaelic Park will continue for $3 (followed by regular
weekly set dancing with John Carmody from 8pm to 10pm.)

They are learning the Irish Set Dances in a very fun and casual way. All
ages and levels of experience are encouraged to come and see what it is all
about. Youwon't be disappointed. Spread the word and come out this week.
They have a great group, don’t miss the magic.

Food & Music at The Carraig Pub

No cover charge along with
great appetizers and meals that
include pub fries, hot wings, sand-
wiches, ribs, steak and shrimp.
The Carraig also offers drink
specials each day on bottles and
drafts. Manager of the Carraig,
Tadgh O'Reilly, boasts the creami-
est, best poured pint of Guinness
this side of Dublin.

Beginning at 9:30 p.m. every Friday
and 10 p.m. every Saturday.
Bernie Glim & Country Roads on
Friday, May 2nd:

John Dillon on Saturday, May 3rd;
Jerry Eadie on Friday, May 9th;
John Dillon on Saturday, May 10th;

Ron & Sean on Saturday, May
17th;

Joe Cullen on Friday, May 30th and
Raymond Gavigan on Saturday,
May 31st.

Thursday evenings, come to
the Carraig for the traditional
Irish music session given by
Pat Finnegan, Sean Cleland and
the students of the Irish Music
School of Chicago beginning at
7:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome.

The seasonfinale of the pub
quiz will be held on Tuesday,
May 20th beginning at 8 p.m.
The pub quiz will return in
the fall.
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ooliganism

Mike Houlihan

I was always a little bit afraid of my brother
Willie. He was almost exactly ten years older
than me.

| didn't see a lot of my brothers Paul or
Danny growing up since they were in the
seminary, but my brothers Willie, John, and
Brian were posters boy for reform school. And
Willie was their ringleader.

| was the baby and the perfect patsy forall
their pranks.

When | was two, Willie was twelve. When
I was five, he was fifteen. He invented a little
stuntand taught it to my brothers. He would
take his index finger, stick it in his mouth and
get it soaked with saliva, and then insert the
finger into your ear and swish it around. He
called this a “wet nasty”.

Being on the receiving end of a wet nasty
was ....well, nasty.

When | was six, Willie was sixteen. Prob-
ably had been smoking for ten years by then.
He was also an expert at swearing. He could
string together a series of a dozen expletives
at a time. Cuss words flowed from him like
machine gun fire. | was impressed.

Willie was called Houli long before |
claimed the name.

When | was 16, Willie got me a job on
Christmas break as his runner at the Chicago
Board of Trade.

| watched himin action in the pits and was
impressed with his machismoas he traded. He
would bring me around after the closing bell
and introduce me as “my kid brother Mike.”

One of the traders in the pit was a blind
guy who had a Seeing Eye dog and yet
somehowhemanagedtotrade.lremarked
to Billy one day on how sorry | felt for the
guy and he told me,“That guy would cut
your heart outand eat it if he could, don't
give him a break, he’s poison!”

Mister Compassion he was not.

Willie had a weakness for women, par-
ticularly beautiful but crazy chicks. Back in
his high roller days of the seventies he had a
girlfriend that he claimed was certifiable, call
her wacky Wanda.

Wanda was a knockout, a hottie without a
home. But hell hath no fury like Wacky Wanda
scorned. After one of her and Willie's lovers’
spats she poured gasoline over the door to his
apartment and torched it.

Attorney Mike Nash lived just behind Bill
inan apartment complex called Hemingway
House.One morning he gets afrantic call from
my brother, “You gotta come over here right
away, | might need a lawyer.’

Nash hurries over and finds Willie with two
cops in his apartment. Beautiful Wanda has
locked herself in his bathroom and refuses to
leave. Willie called the cops when he couldn'’t
get her to go.

Cop knocks on the bathroom door, “Okay
Wanda, now come on, Mr. Houlihan wants
you to leave!

I'm not goin’anywhere!

Come on now, Wanda, this is the police;
open this door or we will break it down.

No response.

Cop says, "Are you going to come out of
there and leave the premises?”

Nash says the voluptuous Wanda finally
opensthedoorand marchesright pastthemto
stand in the middle of Willie's living room...
in her birthday suit.

She puts her hands on her hips and glares
at the men defiantly. Cop turns to Willie and
says,“Lemme get this straight, you want HER
to leave?

Wetold these stories and laughed at Willie's
wake last month.

His journey with cancer was a rough one.
He fought it and cursed it every step of the
way. He took the old poem literally, Do Not
Go Gentle Into that Good Night. Just ask the
nurses and doctors who wrestled with him at
the end and tried to subdue him during his
delirium. Ask the nurse he punched... orthe
one he bit.

Inthe end, Willie saved redemption for the
last. | sent my friend Fr. Dan Malette to see
him about three weeks before he died.

Fearful that Willie might have thrown him
out of the hospital room, | called Fr. Dan and
asked him how it went.

Danny told me, “Your brother has great
faith. You must have had very loving parents.
We had a wonderful talk and | gave him the
sacraments and anointed him.’

Willie’s street smarts had finally led him
to salvation. Mister Lucky had cheated the
devil at last.

The left-handed son of Bill and Sis Houli-
hanwasarogue andarascal and we loved him
for it. He's got a front row seat tonight. He's
probably givin" Mother Theresa a wet nasty
as we speak.

So Semper Fi, Willie, save a spot up there
for the rest of us.
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From the Sea to the Stars

| returned to my former home of

Hampton, Virginia last month in the ear-
ly morning hours as birds were already
singing in the dark as | stood outside
the Victorian home of my close friend
Mac, a retired Marine Corps Sgt. Major.
| heard more than the birds singing, |
actually heard Mac singing from thirty
years ago.
“Up In The Morning

With The Rising Sun!!!

We"Re Gonna Have Some P.T. Fun!ll”

I met Mac, who married his Hampton
High sweetheart Barbara, on the cam-
pus of the University of Notre Dame
my Freshman year as | reported for four
years of part-time officer training as a
Marine Corps Midshipman in the Naval
ROTC program. Not long after teaching
us to march the first day, the lanky 26
year old staff sgt. with the Tidewater Vir-
ginia drawl was running us down Doug-
las Road on the North edge of campus,
singing cadence with a different team
of Fighting Irish as we huffed, puffed
andblewourwaydowntheroadsinging
along.

What Will You Do
When You Get Back??
Crawl Into Bed And Hit The Rack!!!

In present-day that sounded pretty
goodat4inthe morning afteradelayed
flight and as a taxi drove off leaving
me near Mac’s porch in the Little Eng-
land section of Hampton, where British
General Braddock landed in 1755 to be-
gin an Army command that would end
with its defeat at Yorktown in 1781 just
up the road. “Old Boy, you'll always
have a couchtosleep onwhenyou'rein
Virginia,” Mac said when | found him
again after my 20th college reunion, not

Irish Rover
By James McClure

knowingthatbothourpathswouldtake
us back and forth to Hampton over the
course of three decades.

Three Decades and Three Centuries

Aftertheusualtalkontheporchcatch-
inguponthepastyear’sadventuresand
planning a few new ones, | left Mac
for a two-hour hike through this grow-
ing tourist mecca just south of Colonial
Williamsburg and across the Hampton
Roads harbor from Norfolk and Virginia
Beach.

The first tourists showed up in 1610,
creating the New World'’s first perma-
nent continuously English-speaking
settlement on their way up the James
River to join the early voyagers to Jame-
stown. | first arrived here a bit later as
atelevision news reporter covering this
areaalongwiththemilitaryandpolitical
beats for most of the 1980s. | didn't re-
alize this was where Mac grew up.While
| reported here, he was halfway around
the world in places from the Pacific to
the United Kingdom, and from the U.S.
Naval Academy to the waters off Kuwait
in Operation Desert Storm, only to re-
turn several years after | left for a PR
job in Chicago, neither knowing we just
missed each other.

From the Sea

Walking through Hampton today |
see not only my personal history butan
intimate history of America. Stepping
into the old St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
(the only Hampton structure to survive
the Britishrazing the town on New Years
Day, 1776), | see the pew where Presi-
dent John Tyler worshiped decades be-
foreitwasburnedbyConfederateforces
in the Civil War, seeking to deny Union
troopstheuseofthetown.Shelledbythe
British in the Revolutionary War, sacked
by the Redcoats in the War of 1812, this
townof 150,000 ringed by marinasfilled
with waterman'’s crab fishing boats and
pleasure craft embodies not only the
past but the future.

Hiking past Hampton University,
where Booker T. Washington attended
college before founding Tuskegee In-
stitute, | thought of the President’s
Housewherethecollegepresidentonce
showed meandotherguestsahugeintri-
cately carved poster bed once occupied
by America’s largest president, William
Howard Taft.

Much later in the 20th Century, Presi-
dentJohn F.Kennedywould declare the
country’srace tothe moon. BeforeaTex-
an named Johnson moved some things

down to Houston, Hampton was astro-
naut central, as fellows named Glenn,
Shepard and Grissom trained for the
first Mercury spaceflights at the NASA
Langley Research Center and a couple
fellows named Armstrong and Aldrin
first practiced moon landings from a va-
riety of structures that still stand today
amongstthevariousspaceandaeronau-
tical buildings astride Langley Air Force
Base, where | first flew supersonic with
a NASA test pilot shortly before coming
home to Chicago.

Muchthesame,yetmuchhaschanged
in the 20 years since | left. Among the
many tourists attractions which include
an Army fort with a moat and a harbor
cruise which takes you up the James
River and past current aircraft carriers
and the newest under construction at
Newport News Shipyard, the George
H.W. Bush.

To the Stars

“What's a nice kid from Kalamazoo
doing way out here in Virginia?” the el-
der Bush once asked me at the end of
an interview. Exploring and living his-
tory was as good an answer as any and
that’s true present day. The absolutely
breathtaking Virginia Air and Space
Museum on the waterfront here, along
with other 1990s developments has
turned the sleepy village into a Smithso-
nian Air and Space Museum on the half
shell, with plenty of fresh softshell crabs
nearby at waterfront eateries.

A walk through Hampton truly lives
up to the city’s marketing motto of

“From the Sea to the Stars.”

When you visit you have your choice
of modern luxury hotels and quaint bed
and breakfasts, sooned to be join this

year by Mac’s new retirement project, a

three story Victorian in Little England
with a Notre Dame Fighting Irishman
banner flying out back.

Thirty years ago as | dropped an
armload of books down the steps of the

Rockne Memorial Gymnasium at Notre
Dame, | looked up to find Mac shaking
his head and saying “School of Great
Minds..."

Some things never change as he tells
me | have 10 minutes to pack up my
things onthe couch, kiss the wife he put
through Notre Dame goodbye, and join
him in the balcony at the First Presbyte-
rian Church across the street.

“YOU ARE NOT, going to be late
again...I'm gonnateach youyet! Young
Man I'm gonna put a PEP IN YOUR
STEP and a PRIDE IN YOUR STRIDE
so get going!”

The weekend ends with me and Mac
in church surrounded by history, the fu-
ture and some of the prettiest women
I've ever seen. “Keep your mind off
Sugar Britches and say your prayers!”
he whispers, later telling me to do the
singing for him.

As | think of all the blessings God has

bestowed on me and especially those of
friendships lost and found, | feel a poke
in the ribs and a no-nonsense instruc-
tion:

“Are you gonna let me see the lyrics
or not?!”

Not one to mince words or wax nos-
talgic, I'll never forget the day | found
the Sgt. Major online and called him on
July 4th, 2002 to tell him things weren’t
sogoodandsharesomedeepdisappoint-
ments in life and love. | didn’t even have
to say who | was after | said through bit-
tersweet tears, “Mac...is that you?!”

“Why, Mr. McClure...I always knew
that you would come and find me!”

We've been best friends ever since
through his thick and my mostly thin.
Now it's come full circle and most of
the things | cherish in life, like my home
from home in Hampton, have been re-
stored and all is well.

Singing together again after 30 years,
the grace truly is amazing.

Email: IrishRoverJim@aol.com
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| was going to write my column
a few weeks ago, to be early for a
change, but | could not come up with
anything positive to write about. St.
Patrick’s Day was over and the few
events after that were slim pickins for
anlIrish vendor. The weather was still
coldandsnowyandwinterwouldjust
not release its grasp on Chicagoland.

Celebrating St. Patrick’s Day always
made me happy to beIrish, but alot of
whatsaw, heard aboutandread about
gave me no sense of pride, in fact the
opposite was the case as | searched for
something positive to write about. So
no “soap box" rhetoric from me this
month. Let’s look at the bright side.

Marchalways starts with the North
Texas Irish Festival in Dallas where
it's always a pleasure to leave winter
behindand celebrate our Irish culture
with the Texas Celts. This well orga-
nized eventis always a great opportu-
nity to meet fellow vendors, discuss
our winter campaigns and plan for-
ward for the summer festival season.
Hillary Clinton was working just a
fewhundredyardsaway atthe Cotton

Raised on Songs
and Stories

Shay Clarke

Bowl but we still had record crowds
on the Saturday. Shay & Michael
Black and Matt & Shannon Heaton
entertained huge audiences. David
Munnelly and his band were also
thereandalll can say is that they were
awesome.Theyarewithout doubtthe
greatesttraveling traditional band out
thereandyou should try to catch their
act as they tour this summer.

Leaving Dallas on Sunday night
toavoidanasty weatherfront proved
futile and | drove the gauntlet of tor-
nado warnings, thunderstorms, rain,
hailand snow on myway home.Traci,
the missus, had worked Tony Ban-
non's annual fundraiser in the small
town of Sycamore, IL on that same
weekend. Tony and his wife Brenda
havebigrishheartsand greatenergy
and his dedicationto Irish culture has
always beenasource of quiet pride to
me. Joe Cullen, Sean O'Donnell,and
GerryHaughey provided the musical
entertainment.

The following weekend we were
at Arlington Heights, IL for the an-
nual Irish Fest to benefit Avenues to

Saa

Independence, a worthy cause and

awell-attended event. Bob Healy &

Peg O'Herron host thisannual party

whichfeatured the Heritage Singers

from the Irish American Heritage

Center, The Weber Dance Company
of Chicago and Noel Rice’s Acad-
emy of Irish Music.

On St. Patrick’s weekend itself we
were at the Hilton Hotel on Michigan
Ave,, ground zero for all Chicagoland
celebrations. It’s like parade HQ and
hosts many of the toffluncheonsand
parties. Hizzoner, Mayor Richard
Daley was there, as were many of Chi-
cago’s politicians and celebrities. We
hadsetupourboothoutsideEamonn
Brady’s Kitty O’Sheas Irish Pub and
the craicwas 90.The Shannon Rovers
Pipe Band were being ferried to gigs
around thecity byasmallfleet of vans,
the Hilton was their pick up and drop
off point.| have never seen the like of
it, the Shannon Rovers worked very
hard thatweekend. Entertainmentin
Kitty's was provided by Jimmy Moore,
Pat Broaders, Seamus O’Kane and
Peter Brady who seemed to be put-
tingin 20-hour days. There was more
entertainment upstairs at the posh
parties, | saw the fabulous Catherine
O’Connell work hard as she and all
the musicians present were working
anincredible schedule. All my favor-
ites in one spot. It was great.

On Saturday | worked the Irish

—

{ Join us for a cnuse on the historic Julla Belle Swalr Riverboat, mentioned In the
best salling book 1000 Places To See Before You DMe—LUSA and Canada ®
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American Heritage Center’s Festi-
val with my son Niall, while Traci &
Saoirse worked the Hilton. Another
greatbash, but|was toofarremoved
from the entertainment and I would
love to have seen the Dave Dunne
Band. The Heritage Singers were in
top form again and as usual it was
greattoseeallmypalsattheHeritage
Center. | must say that the selfless
dedication of many people make
Chicago’'s IAHC a major powerhouse
of Irish culture for all to enjoy.

Monday, St. Patrick’s Day, | re-
turnedtothe Hilton, butalthough the
musicians were still playing, the revel-
ershadhadenoughanditwasamuch
more sober affair.| packed up around
6orsoandheaded hometothe”burbs.
It was my time to celebrate, having
watched everybody else “drown the
shamrock” for the past few days.

I had arranged to meet Traci and
somefriendsinalocal pubin Dundee,
IL and my son Conor’s band Forget-
ting Montgomery had a gig that
nightatavenue nextdoorto the pub.
Things were looking good. In antici-
pation, | had worked up a ferocious
thirst as | joined them at a table to
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. | turned
around to order a drink for myself
and as | turned back, my daughter
Leighanne, who lives in Ireland ap-
peared before me sporting a major
smile. | was shocked, surprised and
delighted to see her. Leighanne &
Traci had conspired to surprise me
anddarnnearlygavemeaheartattack.
Leighanne had flown into O'Hare
that evening, Traci had picked her
up and|was now having the greatest
St. Patrick’s Day treat of my life. She
stayedtill Saturdayand wehadagreat
time. She wanted to see snow and
Mother Nature obliged with a major
snowstorm during her visit.

The first weekend in April | went
to Tartan Days in St. Charles, MO
and Traci went to the Hawaiian
Scottish Festival in Oahu. Chicago-
land was well represented in Hawaii
between ourselves, Rampant Lion
Celtic Traders from Villa Park and
music was provided by our very
own Switchback. Talk about a trav-
eling band, but Brian & Marty from
Switchback turn up everywhere.

| came across a terrific duo from
St. Louis. Jessica Haines & Mark
Kaiser. She sings, he plays guitarand
their new album is called So Here's
to You. It's a beautiful album and |
have played some of their music on
our radio show Blarney on the Air.
It's always good to spend some time
with myfriend Pete Maher, the editor,
publisher and chief bottle washer of
the Midwest Irish Focus.

Joe Cullen has been recording
recently and | had the pleasure of
playing his pre-release song“Fainne

Geal an Lae” on our show recently.
Joe sings this one in his native Gaelic.
Joe is a Donegal man from Fanad,
and with Joe McShane on guitarand
Kathleen Keane on fiddle and low
pipes, | can't wait to hear more. Well
done everybody.

Stephens Green are touring to
celebrate their 20th anniversary and
the Dublin duo of Andy O'Driscoll
& Martin Doyle will be at the IAHC
on June 7th and at Gaelic Park on
June 8th. They have reunited with
Martin Marron & Tony McCabe so
this should be a great show. They
have also released a new albumand
to celebrate their 20th anniversary
they are bringing fans and followers
tolreland on October 10th. For more
information onthese mad lads check
out www.stephens-green.com.

With its imposing frontage,
artfully decorated interior and
friendly welcoming atmosphere,
O'Shaughnessy’s Public House at
Ravenswood & Wilson has a bright
future ahead. | had lunch there a
few weeks ago and | loved it. Liz &
Michael Finan have done a superb
job of recreating a genuine Irish pub.
Seriously, this one is up there with
the best of them. It felt like being
home in Dublin and you should see
the bathrooms... amazing.

O’Shaughnessy’s offer lunch,
dinner, bar food and weekend Irish
breakfast with all your favorite beers
in a family atmosphere.

The 19th century “bric a brac” is
tastefully arranged and the wood-
work, furnishings and even the ceil-
ing make O'Shaughnessy’s a first
class example of what a real Irish
pub should be.

Great staff, from Liz the manager
to our server Donna who hails from
Antrim. Lovely place, lovely people
andasuperblunch makethisaplace
thatyou should check out. It will not
disappoint you.

This weekend it's off to Carbon-
dale, IL for the Southern lllinois
Irish Music Festival. I'm look-
ing forward to seeing Cathy Ryan,
Mairtin de Cogain, and that other
Cork superstar Jimmy Crowley. Not
much happening then till Memorial
Day weekend when Irish Fest comes
to Chicago’s Gaelic Park. The first
major festival of the year. Check out
their entertainment lineup at www.
chicagogaelicpark.org. The Bridies
are back in the USA again and we
also have Seven Nations, Black 47
and Liz Carroll with John Doyle. Roll
on Gaelic Park and keep your fingers

crossed for good weather.

Blarney on the Air is presented by
Shay Clarke and Bill Margeson on
WDCB from the College of DuPage
in Glen Ellen, 90.9 FM, each Monday
from 7-9pm. It can be accessed on the
worldwide web at wdcb.org
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Irish Diaspora
By Charles Brady

Fidelma Healy Eames

Anybody who occasionally reads
my Swimming Upstream column in
this magazine knows my feelings on
politicians—and they're certainly not
complimentary. Especially when it
comes to Fianna Fail, the Party that has
inexplicably beenin power for the last
eleven years, despite scandal piled on
scandal.Having been led for years by a
phoney“Squire”like Charles Haughey,
for the last years it has been led by a
fake “man of the people” like Bertie
Ahern, who now finds that the whole
sham actis coming down around him.

It's refreshing, therefore, to write
positively about a politician. | voted
for Senator Fidelma Healy Eames
of opposition party Fine Gael in the
2004 local electionsand have watched
her career with interest since. 1 got a
chancetomeether properly last Friday
whenlattendedacoffee morningfund-
raiser that she had organised for the
domestic violence refuge, Waterside
House of Galway.

Fidelmais a petite, attractive moth-
er-of-twowholivesin the small village
of Maree, onthe outskirts of Oranmore
in County Galway. (Indeed, one of the
reasons that | voted for her was that |
thought it important to have a repre-
sentative atalocal level whoreallyis a
local, and haven't been disappointed).

Although she was ousted as last
elimination on 6,170 votesin 2007—af-
teraparticularlytoughcampaign—she
went on to become a member of the
Seanad Eireann (Senate) where she has
talked considerablesenseinthedebates,
a quality that is often lacking there.
She has become known in the area for
her tireless work and energy, making
time even to be Director of her own
company in Oranmore, FHE Education
andTraining Providers, which gives na-
tionallearningandstudy-basedcourses
for students, teachers and parents.The
Senator is a graduate of Western Con-
necticut State University in the States;
of Carysfort College, Blackrock; and
NUI Galway, giving her a M.Sc,, B.Ed,,
and Ph.D. One smart lady.

On her hosting of the coffee morn-
ing she is continuing important work,
whichis why I've brought this column
closer to home this month. Let her
put it herself: “Friday is International
Women’s Day and a very significant
day to highlight the complexities that
surroundtheissue of womenasvictims
of domesticabuse. One in five women
experience violence in home, be it
physical, sexual, emotional or mental

andthisterrorisaccomplished by great
shame and humiliation.”

“I am hosting this event to raise
awareness of the grave situation that
facessomanywomen,andindeedmen,
in Ireland today. Women and children
aredisproportionately affected by vio-
lenceinthehomeand, very often, once
the difficult decision is taken to leave
the family home is made, the victims
findthemselvesdestitute,impoverished
and with nowhere to go. Waterside
House and organisations like it, are in
need of support and resources and for
this reason |am calling for the people
of Galwaytocomeoutandsupportthis
extremely worthwhile event!’

Not being familiar with domestic
violence | was staggered by the statis-
tics. In 2006 there were 3,132 Barring
Orders applied forand 1,357 granted.
2,845 Protection Orders and 1,122
Safety Orders were given.

Women’s Aid National Helpline
took 11,994 calls but had to leave
many more unanswered due to lack

of resources. For a country the size of
Ireland | find this absolutely chilling.

The National Crime Council of Ire-
land say that 1in 7 women experience
severe abusive behaviour—physical,
sexual and emotional—during their
lives.|won't go on throwing statistics
atyou but will say that 1in 4 perpetra-
tors of sexual violence are partners or
ex-partners, yetin 17 years there has
only been one conviction for rape.

131 women here have been mur-
dered since 1996, 82 in their own
homesandthevastmajorityknewtheir
killer. One particularly vile crime that
shot out at me is that 9% of abused
women are pregnant.

So it's obvious how important
this organisation is, not just in
giving refuge but in helping the
victims to prepare for courtand to
offerapropersupportstructure.The
organisation, COPE, does otherfine
work beyond thisand COPE won,in
2007, the national “Pride of Place”
awardfor care of the vulnerable and
the Marketing Award for their work
with Meals on Wheels.

The people behind this organisa-
tion are to be commended for their
dedication and Senator Healy Eames
forraising anissue that | certainly was
only peripherally aware of. | doubt if |
would have been alone.
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For The Republic
Chris Fogarty

WILL U.S. BE SAVED? Or, more precisely, will Ameri-
cans restore the US Constitution and again become a nation
of laws? Let’s first acknowledge our current situation. Our
once-fineinternational reputationisintatters.Thatourfellow
Americans have been kept largely in the dark doesn’t dimin-
ish the fact that Bush’s war on Iraq is the Supreme Crime
as defined by the Nuremberg Tribunal that we organized
after WW2. The “Supreme Crime” because its initiators are
personally liable for all of its deaths and destruction. The
Soviet’s erstwhile Gulag Archipelago that so repelled the
world has beenreplaced by Bush’s Guantanamo, Abu Ghraib,
Baghram, Diego Garcia and his other international “black”
torture sites. Afew years ago 39 had already been tortured to
death.The Bush gangis also spying on all Americans. Space
heredoesn’t permitareview of the wholerange of crimes; but
anidea of its scope is this: the Bush gang has violated, and
continues to violate, all of our Constitution’s “Bill of Rights”
(its first Ten Amendments) excepting the 4th (which involves
the quartering of troops in private houses).

THE AXIS OF EVIL, those responsible for the destruc-
tion of so many nations including our own, are not the U.S,,
UK. and Israel, in whose names the military forces kill and
destroy. Americans, Brits and Israelis are not responsible, as
such, unless they voted with knowledge of theimpending
crimes or voted for the perpetrators after the fact. Asto Iraq
and its nonexistent “weapons of mass destruction,” most
pols and pundits now say; “Who knew?” though 15,000
protesters on Lake Shore Drive on 3/19/03 knew that Bush
had launched his Iraq war on a flood of lies. Worldwide, Iraq
war protesters in their tens of millions knew; and they know
that the penalty for it as established at Nuremberg is execu-
tion by hanging. So the U.S,, per se, is not the guilty party
here, nor is the UK., nor Israel. The guilt lies with those
three nations’leaders who violated their oaths of office and
promoted that war, and lied and fabricated false evidence to
get usinto it. We know the perpetrators, the Bush/Cheney
Gang, the Blair/Brown Gang, the Sharon/Olmert Gang, the
corporation heads who bribed themintoit, the lawyers who

“legalized”the crimes, and the news media gang, especially
those still “spinning” the war for its perpetrators while it
costs $270 million per day. .

WHAT HAPPENED? Why have we fallen so far? In ad-
dition to the war, how did it happen that the following policies
exist? The greatest financial fraud in world history, into the
Strillions, is the “sub-prime” mortgage scheme, in which the
perpetrators made utterlyunsound mortgageswhichtheythen
sliced and diced, repackaged into bundles, bribed watch-dog
rating agencies into giving them AAA ratings and then sold
them as “AAA Collateralized Debt Obligations” (CDOs) to
innocents across the globe. Retirement funds from Osaka to
Helsinki are defrauded and their individual pensioners ren-
dered destitute. The perpetrators, Bear Stearns, et al, suffered
financially only to the extent that they had not yet gotten rid
of all of the CDOs they had created.’ Subsequent “emergency
intervention” by the gov't and Federal Reserve exacerbates
the crimes by fleecing us taxpayers to make good some of the
Shundreds of billionsthe perpetratorslost by getting stuck with
their own fraudulent paper.We now learn that the gov'tis also
reimbursing some of the losses incurred by the house-builders
who, also, had marginally benefited from the scam.The only
scam participants to whom our tax money is not flowing are
theleast culpable, the mortgagors who cannot make their pay-
ments. Despite facing the trauma of eviction and destitution
and despite their relative innocence, the gov'tis giving them
nothing but counseling.

THE PATTERN is universal. The mercantile/monarchic/
oligopolistic forces that once invaded and looted other na-
tions'resources at gunpoint, building railroads in the 1800s
for that purpose, were called empires. The US was founded
by rebels against the British empire. Ireland fought through
to partial freedom and will eventually win complete freedom
from the now-vestigial Brit empire. Empire was a dirty word
in the U.S. during its great years as a republic until recently.
Until Bush“W," U.S. presidents largely opposed empire. FDR,
while smashing the Nazi/Japanese empires, eliminated many
remaininginjusticesworldwide by sabotagingand dismantling
much of the Brit empire (“Bases for Battleships, for example).
But, sad to say, the Bush gang has turned our beloved republic
into an empire and has hooked up with old empire types still
lurking in Britain. It is all a massive lurch into an obsolete,
internationally-reviled sort of crime from the past. We are now
destroying and looting nations that Britain once destroyed and
looted. Our generals speechifying about coming “not as con-
querors but as liberators” seem unaware that the locals, from
family lore and their history books, know the names of the
earlierinvading Brit generals who uttered the same fraudulent
words prior to beginning to loot.

CORPORATIONS are now taking over from, and giving
orders to, governments. The Bush Gang is merely enforcing
decisions made by the corporate leaders who control them.
Much, if not most, congressional legislation is written by
corporations for their exclusive benefitand to the detriment of
all other Americans. Our vast health industry is controlled by
corporations, with 31% of our national health expenses going
toinsurance companieswho contribute nothing, medically.Our
gov'tallowsinsurance companies to loot $350 billion per year
from our medical funds as the quid pro quo for bribes received.
This sum is more than enough to cover the medical needs of
all Americans now without cover.

THE CRUX OF HISTORY is now! This year’s national
election will decide whether we descend into full tyranny or
begin to recover our republic. As long-time readers know, |
do not endorse candidates. How can any honest person dare
todoso? But when | possess relevant facts, especially media-
suppressed ones, | share them. Here are some facts that bear
on our electoral choices:

GENOCIDE. All decent persons who oppose genocide
cannot vote forany of the three front-runners. We cannot vote
for McCain, Clinton or Obama while truthfully claiming that
we oppose genocide. The reason? - All three have taken AIPAC
money and all publicly proclaim their unconditional support
for Israeli policies which include genocide of the Palestinians,
its criminal attack upon Lebanon last year, and its efforts to
get the US to perpetrate genocide against Iran.

“THE LESSER EVIL,” that sad, self-imposed choice of
American voters for many years, no longer applies. It can-
not apply when the “lesser evil” is still so evil as to include
genocide, and McCain, Clinton and Obama support Israel’s
genocide. And not only the one against Palestine. If America
wants no partin genocides, it cannot support McCain, Clinton
or Obama—period.

OTHER KEY ISSUES which the news media tend to ig-
nore are the following (not necessarily in order ofimportance):
1) Single Payer National Health Insurance. 2) Cut the bloated
military budget. 3) No nuclear power; solar power first. 4)
Crackdown on corporate crime and corporate welfare. 5) Open
up the Presidential debates. 6) Adopt a carbon pollution tax.
7) Reverse US policy in the Middle East. 8) Impeach Bush/
Cheney. 9) Repeal the Taft-Hartley anti-union law. 10) Adopt
aWall Street securities speculation tax. 11) End ballot access
obstructionism. 12) Work to end corporate personhood.

NOTE WELL! All twelve of the above key issues are “Off
the Table” for McCain, Clinton and Obama. Their refusal to
support ANY of these important issues, but especially their
supportforgenocide, rendersallthree of them pariahstodecent
people. Following my non-endorsement of any pol | do not
endorse one here, but must inform you that Ralph Nader sup-

ports all twelve of these issues, and above all, he also opposes
Israel's genocide of Palestine, Lebanon, etc. Examine the list
ofissues carefully; they explain why the corporate news media
refuse toinform Americaabout the Nader/Gonzalez campaign.
See www.votenader.org. Ralph Nader is running for President
and Matt Gonzalez for VP, on the Independent Party ballot.
“ISRAEL WANTS a Billion Catholic Footsoldiers” head-
lines a commentary (AMERICAN FREE PRESS; Apr 7-14,
'08) by a Mark Glenn. In it Glenn claims that Israel is planning
a“false-flag”attack upon the Catholic church - eitherin the
form of an assassination attempt on the Pope or a terrorist
attack ontheVatican, to be blamed on Muslims. Glenn writes;
“The’clash of civilizations”idea is nothing new. Israel-firsters
such as Daniel Pipes, Norman Podhoretz, Martin Kramer and
othersactingasunregistered agents of Israel have been piling
up the cordwood of an Islamo-Christian holocaust for years.
Atfirstaimed at Protestants, the agenda now seems to have
centered on bringing the Catholics into the battle for Israel’s
benefit as well"This would have seemed too far-fetched to
mention to you had Israel not already conducted a“false-flag”
operation against the USS Liberty, killing some 35 American
servicemen, for the purpose of involving the US in a war
against Arabs. Israel would have succeeded, and would have
sunk the US ship with the loss of all hands (an Israeli navy
craft machine-gunned the Liberty’s pneumatic life rafts) had
a technician aboard the Liberty not managed to rig up an
antenna and radio a message that the attackers were Israeli.
(Before bombing and torpedoing the Liberty Israeli jets had
destroyed all of its antennae.) Also, the AFP article reprints
the following letter from an Israeli:“Perhaps you do not yet
see that the worst is awaiting your (Christian) kind in the face
of the coming Islamo-Christian war, from which my (Israeli)
kind will arise victorious. Perhaps God will find it suitable
that aterrorist attack will end your misery. I shall personally
pray for it to be so."- Orri Joseph Avraham, an Israeli citizen,
in an email to Mark Glenn.

RARE VIEWS of terrorism comes from London-based
reader Patrick Cullinane afterhe’d gottenthem published asthe
below article in THE SCOTSMAN newspaper. “Fresh revela-
tions on secret British terror organizations in Northern Ireland;”
by Robert Stevens. From the (London) THE GUARDIAN: “He
did the IRA’s dirty work for 25 years—and was paid £80,000
per year by the (Brit) government. Man revealed as (Brit) army
agent may be connected to 40 murders.”If the head of the
IRA was a British agent for 25 years, and the IRA was largely
comprised of British agents, Who, exactly, were the IRA? To
learn the truth about terrorism in Britain we must begin with
anindependent inquiry into the composition of the IRA.Then
ALL of the discrepancies about 7/7 will fall away." Cullinane’s
letter to the editor included web site addresses for each of the
above reports. Phone me for them; 312 664 7651.

HUMAN LIFE is not universally valued. For years even
Ireland’s press didn’t report many murders of Irish children
in Occupied Ireland. A study of some years of Irish and Brit-
ish newspapers showed that they don't differ much in their
valuation of human life. The murder of a British child by the
IRA was, on average, 350 times more newsworthy than the
British murder of an Irish child as measured by the difference
in column-inches granted to each. During the most recent
phase of the Anglo-Irish struggle British forces out-murdered
IRA “terrorists” by a factor of eight. In Slavic countries the
WW?2 German army tried to maintain a 100-to-one ratio of
retaliation killings of locals after one of their own was killed.
The Israeli army out-murders Palestinian “terrorists” by a
factor of about five. An Israeli spokesperson claims that the
life of one Israeli cadet is worth 1,000 Palestinian lives. We
must restore respect for life.

WHO ARE THE TERRORISTS re Occupied Ire-
land? See terrorismireland.org

WHICH BRIT REG'T starved your relatives? See
irishholocaust.org. Reach me at fogartyc@att.net or Tel.
312664 7651
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Contractors To Serve You! Contractors To Serve You! Contractors To Serve You!

Fine Art Prints by
Roisin O'Shea

Superbly detailed, vibrantly coloured
Fine Art prints of watercolour paint-
ings by internationally published
Irish artist Roisin O’ Shea, from all
32 counties of Ireland, are available
at www.roisinoshea.com. All prints
from the artist’s oficial website are
individually signed in pencil by
Roisin. Also available are Roisin O’
Shea calendars, notelets and Christ-
mas cards.
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Upcoming Events at the Irish American Heritage Center

IAHC Library Lecture Series

Two-part series featuring writers
and scholars on Irish themes

Sunday, March 2, 2pm ¢ $10

Recollections of a Dublin Play-
goer and Social and Economic
Aspirations of Irish Catholic
Americans

and

Sunday, March 9, 2pm « $10
Why The Irish Speak English:
Printing, Literacy, and Education
in Eighteenth-Century Ireland
and Irish Crime Connections

Peter Quinn

Art Exhibit: The Tradition Continues Group Art Show

March 9 - April 6
Exhibit hours:

Saturday and Sundays
from 1-4pm

Art by Michael Carroll

St. Patrick’s Festival
Celebrating the finest in Irish music, dance and family activities.

Entertainers include The
Shannon Rovers Irish Pipe
Band, Tim O’Shea and Jona-
than Roche, as well as The
Dooley Brothers, The Acad-
emy of Irish Music, Gan Bua
and Finbarr Fagan’s Band.

Saturday, March 15, 1pm -
midnight

Tickets: $12 - 15 for adults,
Children 12 and under are
free.

The Irish Rovers Pipe Band
LAST YEAR'S CELEBRATION WAS SOLD OUT!

Irish Dance Chicago
Showcasing performances from Chicagoland’s Irish dance schools

Friday, March 14, 7pm e $10; children under 12 are free.

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration

The family fun continues in the Fifth Province with Irish dancing,
traditional and modern Irish music and food.

Matt Stedman Band

Monday, March 17
11:30 am-midnight Tickets $10; children 12 and under are free.

The Irish American Heritage Center ¢ 4626 N. Knox Avenue ¢ Chicago e (773) 282-7035 ext. 10

1dR
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Swimming Upstream

By Charles Brady

Mapy Friey CoNSTDINE
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Each Dl s Indrgresdonily Cwaed Ared Oyprrmind

PRS Realtors

10450 S. Western Avenue, Chicago
Conveniently located in Beverly.

773-233-4700

Margaret Corbett
Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Now Serving the
Entire Chicagoland

and Suburan Areas.
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CRUISE SPECIALISTS of lnng island
1-800-499-2010 = 631-499-2010 » www.cruiseofirishstars.com
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Celtic Kitchen
—Pure and Simple

By Julianna Finney
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What is St. Patrick’s Day?

What Better Time ® i crericem ooy
Than March! I [.J l]

7115 W. North A , #327, Oak Park, IL 60302
SUBSCRIBE TOd ay' 70Cs)3r-445-\2)e7r:)%eFax 708—:45—3{)03

Circl FASTEST DELIVERY )
ITCI€ 15t Class Mail * 1 year $30 or” 2 years $55 ~ 3 years $75 Published 12

Your  REGULAR DELIVERY Times Yearly

: "1 year $25 or” 2 year $45" 3 year $65 the First of
Choice Each Month

“ | want to subscribe for myself starting the month of :

Name

Address

Phone ()
City Zip
Card # Expires

Give a Gift to:

Start the gift
subscription
the month of
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