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Construction Underway at Lexington Park Condominiums in South Loop

Ireland-based Chieftain Group has 
announced the start of construction 
at Lexington Park Condominiums, a 
new-construction community featur-
ing high-rise residences and low-rise 
lofts in Chicago’s South Loop. Lo-
cated at Cermak Road and S. Michi-
gan Avenue, Lexington Park Condo-
miniums has 297 condominiums in its 
35-story east tower and 36 lofts in an 
adjoining seven-story building.

Lexington Park Condominiums, 
with its commitment to “green” 
building, has had particular appeal 
for many environmentally conscious 
buyers, said Sean O’Sullivan, gen-
eral manager of Chieftain Group. 
The community is garnering atten-
tion for featuring sustainable design 
and construction intended to meet 
the requirements for LEED (Leader-
ship in Energy and Environmental 

Design) certifi cation from the U.S. 
Green Building Council. It will be 
the fi rst LEED-certifi ed building in 
the South Loop.

Chieftain (www.chieftain.ie) has 
undertaken major projects around the 
world in places such as South Africa, 
Ireland, the United Kingdom, the 
Caribbean and Budapest. Lexington 
Park Condominiums is the 15-year-
old company’s fi rst U.S. venture.

Sales are underway for Lexington Park 
Condominiums, a new project in the 
South Loop featuring 297 condominiums 
and 36 loft residences. Ireland-based 
Chieftain Group is the developer.
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Cottage Industry: Portraits of Irish Artisans is a collection of 
26 profi les of artisans from cheesemakers to shoemakers, from 
thatchers to oatmeal millers. These profi les are accompanied by 
approximately one hundred black and white photos that illustrate 
the artisans, their work, and their work place. The people profi led 
in this book are from all over the country, from Northern Ireland 
to the Aran Islands, to the southern coast. Also included in this 
book is a list of the artisans with their contact information in 
case the reader wants to order from them directly.

Cottage Industry is a celebration of the life of the small 
producer, who often sells from farmer’s markets or out of their 
homes. Each person’s work is unique yet common themes of 
fi nancial struggle, strict government regulations and diffi  culty 
fi nding help in the community emerge. The artisans are com-
mitted to the high-
est quality in what 
they are making 
and many express 
the feeling that it 
will take a lifetime 
to perfect what they 
are trying to do. 
In meeting these 
people and seeing 

their work, one also has a larger sense of their eff orts to preserve 
traditional Irish culture, and, in many cases, to turn around or 

reinstate something that has 
been lost. 

Belfast Telegraph’s Book of the Year, 
Donegal Woman, by Local Author 

Irish author John Throne will appear 
at the Irish American Heritage Center 
for an American launch of his critically 
acclaimed novel, The Donegal Woman, 
Sunday, January 21, 2-4 pm.

Nominated as Book of the Year 
by The Belfast Telegraph, The 
Donegal Woman is based on the true 
story of the author’s grandmother, 
Margaret, and the hardships she 
endured as a woman sold into slav-
ery as part of Ireland’s hiring fair 
system. Children as young as seven 
or eight were sold for fi xed periods 
by their impoverished parents to 
farmers who often abused them.

Throne is a native of Liff ord, Co. 
Donegal. He has spent most of his life 
involved in the labour movement and as 
a socialist organizer. For the last decade 
he has lived in Chicago. The Donegal 

Woman is his fi rst novel. 
Irish American Heritage Center, 

4626 N. Knox, 773-282-7035, ext. 10, 
or www.irishamhc.com.

Would You Pass the Wallet Test?

Cleland Receives Grant to Teach Cottage Industry: Portraits of Irish Artisans

Master Artist Sean Cleland of 
Chicago has been awarded a grant 
to teach Irish Fiddling to Kathleen 
Turek of Forest Park by the Illinois 
Arts Council 2007 Ethnic and Folk 
Arts Master Apprentice Program. Fif-
teen Master Apprentice pairs received 
awards totaling $45,000.

The Master Apprentice Program 
recognizes the need for structured op-
portunities to pass on traditional arts as 
part of the preservation of the Illinois’ 
cultural heritage. The program fosters 
this traditional teaching and learning 
relationship by providing a $2,000 
honorarium to the master artist and a 
$1,000 stipend to the apprentice.

Traditional ethnic and folk arts 

eligible for support include those 
artistic practices which have a com-
munity or family base; express that 
community’s aesthetic, heritage, and 
tradition; and have endured through 
several generations. These art forms 
are expressions of the particular 
culture of the regional, national, 
ethnic, tribal, or language group 
from which they originate.

Awards are based on the recom-
mendation of three out-of-state jurors 
who are cultural specialists: Craig 
Miller of Salt Lake City, UT; Guha 
Shankar of Baltimore, MD; and Amy 
Skillman of Harrisburg, PA; and one 
in-state, non-voting juror: Jacqueline 
McGrath, PhD of Glen Ellyn, IL.

Donal Creedon, Oatmeal Miller

Fingal Ferguson, Meat Smoker

The results of a sociologi-
cal experiment testing human 
honesty have been made public 
by the webmaster of www.Wal-
letTest.com. Data was collected 
with the help of hidden cameras 
that recorded 100 random people 
in public places picking up ‘lost’ 

wallets that were planted there 
for them to fi nd. The idea was 
to see who would be honest and 
return the wallets and who would 
be dishonest and keep them. 

To view results and for more 
information, visit www.wal-
lettest.com.

Cottage Industry: Portraits of Irish Artisans 
By Betsy Klein; Jersey Walz (Photographer) 
Betsy Klein’s travels through Ireland gave 
birth to this, her fi rst book. Jersey Walz, a 
New Yorker, has exhibited photographs in 
group shows worldwide.
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www.euroshippers.com
Can Assist in Clearing Irish Customs Call:
708-233-6780      Fax 708-233-1988

EURO-SHIPPERS 7667 W. 95th St, Suite 308 , Hickory Hills, IL 60457

From Minimum Shipments to 20 & 40 Foot Containers & Automobiles
Weekly service to Dublin • Factory Converted Appliances Available

RELOCATION SPECIALISTS BACK TO IRELAND • FLAT RATES • FREE ESTIMATES

Or Anywhere! - Air or Sea - Domestic or International
(Can Ship From Any U.S. Zip Code)

SHIPPING TO AND FROM IRELAND!!!

DOOLEYBROTHERS.COM
708-366-9458

dooleyinfo@dooleybrothers.com

Irish & high variety

DOOLEY
BROTHERSTh

e

Thanks for all your support
Have a great 2007!

- Joe, Jim, Mike & Bill

Sat. 1/13, 9pm - IAHC 5th Province, Chicago

Now booking
St Patrick’s Parties, Clubs, 

Parishes & Festivals
Check out our web site for our

Specialized Programs
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Irish Statesman Edmund Burke Defended 
Rights of Americans
Introduction

“Young man, there is America 
– which at this day serves as little 
more than to amuse you with stories 
of savage men, and uncouth man-
ners; yet shall, before you taste of 
death, show itself equal to the whole 
of that commerce which now attracts 
the envy of the world.”

With these fi ery words, the young 
Irish statesmen Edmund Burke 
(1729-1797) admonished members 
of the British Parliament of the great 
dangers of their negative attitude 
and policies towards the American 
Colonies. Born and raised in Dublin, 
and a graduate of Trinity College 
there, he had personal experience 
of the way the British government 
had mistreated the Irish people, and 
were about to infl ict the American 
Colonies in a similar way.

We had fought against the Stamp Act 
when it was passed on Nov. 1, 1765, to 
tax the colonies without heir having 
a say in it: “Taxation without repre-
sentation is tyranny!” exclaimed the 
Americans. Burke and others rejoiced 
when the act was repealed in 1766. But 
the British Parliament continued to treat 
the American colonies as inferior to 
England. And this would cost the Brit-
ish the allegiance of America.

Some 10 years before the Ameri-
can Revolutionary War began in 
1776, Edmund Burke understood 
the antagonism that was brewing 
between England and America. His 
eff orts reached a climax in a three-
hour speech in the British Parliament 
on Mar. 22, 1775. The oration was 
dubbed as his “Speech on Concili-
ation with America.” It included 13 
resolutions favoring a new policy of 
amiable relations. But few in Parlia-
ment listened, and fewer did anything 
to implement them.

Burke and other Irishmen un-
derstood the sheer folly of trying 
to subdue the Americans by sheer 
force. “The use of force alone is 
but temporary. It may subdued for a 
moment; but it does not remove the 
necessity of subduing again; and a 
nation is not government, which is 
perpetually to be conquered.”

Mindful of the experience of his 
own Irish people with the conduct of 
the British Government in Ireland, 
Burke was able to sense the great 
and valid indignation of Thomas 
Jeff erson, Patrick Henry and other 
Americans. He warned, “They augur 
misgovernment at a distance, and 
sniff  the approach of tyranny in 
every tainted breeze.”

King George III
While Burke didn’t dispute King 

George’s right to govern as he willed, 
and usually with power and military 
force, the Irish statesman warned 
the German-born monarch, “I am 
not determining a point of law; I am 
restoring tranquility.”

To the British Government’s con-
tention that the American colonies 
must be made to pay for England’s 
wars and the upkeep of the British 
Empire, Burke replied, “Instead of 
standing revenue, you will have a 
perpetual quarrel.”

And that they did, especially in the 
Revolutionary War years from 1776 
to 1782 when the British surrendered 
at Yorktown, and were forced to 
grant freedom to America. All of this 
might have been avoided if only the 
British Parliament and King George 
had listed to Burke. 
The American Tradition

The Irish statesman then added 
what might be called our “American 
Tradition” for all time. “It is the love 
of the people; it is their attachment 
to their government, from the sense 
of the deep stake they have in such 
a glorious institution, which gives 
you your army and your navy, and 
infuses into both that liberal obe-
dience, without which your army 
would be a base rabble and your 
navy, nothing but rotten timber.”

Burke’s words were more than 
prophetic during the Revolutionary 
War when the ill-clad, poorly-trained 
and at times starving Continental 

Army fought the British Army to a 
standstill after seven long years of 
warfare that ended at Yorktown, VA. 
And the same may be said of fellow 
Irishman Commodore John Barry, 
the father of the American Navy.
Foes in Parliament

Burke fearlessly spoke out to King 
George and the partisans of force in 
the British Parliament when he ad-
monished them: “A great empire and 
little minds go ill together.”

And fi nally, he added what he 
believed failure to heed his words of 
advice in dealing with the Americans: 
“Deny them this participation of free-
dom, and you break that sole bond, 
which originally made, and must still 
preserve the unity of the empire.”

Of course, King George and his al-
lies in Parliament paid no heed to the 
words of wisdom from Edmund Burke. 
The following year, the Continental 
Congress published their “Declaration 
of Independence” and their separation 
from England. The reconciliation for 
which Burke pleaded became a shat-
tered dream. But then, a new nation 
– The United States of America – was 
born to lasting freedom and indepen-
dence. Burke’s own Irish nation did 
not receive even a small measure of 
freedom from the British until the 
early 20th century. But his words are 
a stark reminder to all governments 
that they must treat their own people 
with freedom and dignity, and to 
ensure that “All men and women are 
created equal.” And that true freedom 
is ultimately a gift from God.

Edmund Burke

Concern CEO Tom Arnold; Concern Worldwide US Chairman of the 
Board Tom Moran; President of Toyota Motor North America, Inc., Jim 
Press; Executive Director, Concern Worldwide US, Siobhan Walsh; 
Honorary President Aengus Finucane.

inker’s 
Dam

by Fr. Kevin O’Neill Shanley

T
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The Daley Legacy: Bridgeport Hard Hats Becoming
the Political Voice of Middle Class Middle America

By Tim Weldon
Do so many politicians have to be only 
of Irish descent?
Frank Avila, Jr., Former Cook County 
Political Candidate

With nary a doubt in the room, an 
energized, beaming and seemingly 
ordinary man embarked upon the 
extraordinary: fi ve-time Chicago 
mayor Richard M. Daley launched 
his campaign to lead America’s 
third largest city for a record-setting 
sixth term this month (Disclaimer: 
the author is no Democrat).  More 
extraordinary still was the endearing 
presence of the mayor’s biggest fan, 
the cancer-survivor and fi rst lady 
of Chicago, Maggie Daley. As the 
mayor sets out to break his father’s 
record (Richard J. Daley served as 
mayor of Chicago for twenty-one 
years), Chicago—and the nation’s 
Irish—can only marvel with him 
at the helm. 

The Daley steering of Chicago 
has combined for over four decades 
of transitional navigation through 
the rough waters of rustbelt malaise, 
suburban fl ight, 1968, the dream and 
job stealing exodus to the sunbelt, 
ever-shifting and increasingly com-
plex demographics, horrendous crime 
waves--all to the smoother sailing 
waters of the twenty-fi rst century. 
The big-shouldered city of today is 
truly global, nanosecond competitive, 
gentrifying, somewhat less crime-rid-
den (according to one city newspaper, 
the murder rate is at a forty-year low 
and other violent crime is at a fi fteen-
year low), and newly inspired by the 
anti-Frank Nitti, U.S. Attorney to the 
Northern District of Illinois, Patrick 
Fitzgerald. The Daley legacy, father 
and sons (the current mayor’s younger 
brother Bill, is the former Secretary of 
Commerce and a highly sought-after 
Democratic strategist while another 
brother John P. Daley is at present 
a Cook County Commissioner), 
stands as an enduring, below-the-
radar alternative to the Gatsbyesque 
drama of the Kennedy legacy and 
their Camelot. More hard hat than 
top hat, the world of the Daley’s is 
the reality of Bridgeport not Hyannis 
Port, the political voice of the middle 
class from middle America. Be it the 
Kennedy or the Daley family, the 
two dynasties are but part and parcel 
of the Irish-American experience in 
governing. 
“Thim wonderful boardin-house 
smiles that our gifted leaders 
wears, did ye iver see anythin’ so 
entrancin’?” 
 Finley Peter Dunne, Mr. 

Dooley on Ivrything and Ivrybody

 “God invented whiskey to keep 
the Irish from ruling the world,” 
goes the anonymous derision. Ethnic 
stereotypes and slurs aside, that the 
Irish and political participation are 
linked, if America is the case study, is 
a matter of record and wonder. Why 
the Irish? They certainly weren’t the 
fi rst to these shores and immigrants 
from Germany and Italy exceeded 
them, respectively, in number. But why 
question success? 
Irish contribution to 
American politics

A cursory search, i.e., Google, of 
the Irish contribution to American poli-
tics produces more than two hundred 
names of politicos who’ve provided 
leadership ranging from the archetypal 
to the unusual. Of the former are those 
Irish-American leaders whose world-
changing achievements belong to the 
lofty school of the eighteenth century 
Irish political philosopher Edmund 
Burke (“All that is necessary for the 
triumph of evil is for good men to do 
nothing.”). Presidents Andrew Jackson, 
Ulysses S. Grant, John F. Kennedy and 
Ronald Reagan fi t into this category. At 
the other end of the table are the Irish-
American politicians from the school 
of the eight term ex-mayor of Jersey 
city, New Jersey, Frank Hague (“The 
law? Me. I’m the law.”) Corruption, 
scandal, and rumors of more of both 
defi ne these “leaders.” Celebrity rogues 
such as former New York City mayor 
Jimmy Walker and the bit-too-clever 
Tammany Hall leftover, James J. Hines 
are examples of the Hague school. 
Kansas City’s rough-and-tumble city 
manager of the Jazz Age, Tom Pend-
ergast, with his twenty-thousand dollar 
track bets (with funds from the public 
coff ers no less) is another example. 

Still, the most colorful of Irish-Ameri-
can politicians is the “Rascal King,” 
the one-time Massachusetts governor 
and four-term mayor of Boston, James 
Michael Curley (1874-1958). 

At once anathematized and lionized 
(he was the fi ctional subject for author 
Edwin O’Connor’s The Last Hurrah), 
Curley was elected as a Boston alder-
man while serving time in a Boston 

jail for taking a civil service exam 
for a friend. It wouldn’t be his only 
conviction nor would it be the last time 
behind bars: sentenced for mail fraud, 
Curley fi nished the waning months 
of his last mayoral term in a federal 
penitentiary. 

However notorious or commemo-
rated, the collective infamy of the latter 
line-up is minimized when compared to 
the demonstrated Irish commitment to 
public service and  advancing the com-
mon good. Contemporary examples 
like Mayor Daley, the recently de-
ceased and former mayor of Pittsburgh, 
Bob O’Connor, former Los Angeles 
mayor, Richard Riordan, current San 
Francisco mayor, Gavin Newsom, and 
the very promising current mayor (and 
Irish music song writer) of Baltimore, 
Martin O’Malley.

The Jesuit-trained, forty-three year 
old O’Malley is the torch-carrying per-
sona of the Irish-American politician 
devoted to the common good. If for oth-
ers, race matters, for O’Malley people 
and unifi ed progress matter more. Like 
mayors Daley, Riordan, and Newsom, 
and their victories in minority-white 
Chicago, Los Angeles, and San Fran-
cisco, O’Malley won Baltimore’s top 
political seat in a city that is less than 
one-third white. “In order to make a 
better tomorrow, you have to be able 
to dream and picture it in your head,” 
O’Malley was once quoted. His ability 

to envision a better world and his dedi-
cation to make it one, qualify him as a 
leader for America’s future. 

Elsewhere in the country, at least 
by historical comparison, the Irish 
are perhaps less visible in political 
offi  ce (though not in political commen-
tary: Peggy Noonan, Maureen Dowd, 
Bill O’Reilly, Chris Matthews, John 
McLaughlin, and Patrick Buchanan are 
media stalwarts). In Massachusetts, a ma-
jor Boston newspaper reported last year 
that for the fi rst time in over a generation 
no Irish-American has control of the 
Massachusetts Senate, House of Repre-
sentatives, Governor’s offi  ce of Boston’s 
mayoralty. At a 2005 St. Patrick’s Day 
political breakfast in South Boston, one 
reporter was to note:
“I never thought I’d say this, but 
thank God for (Republican Lieutenant 
Governor) Kerry Healey,” quipped 
Representative Brian P. Wallace, 
Democrat of South Boston, reading 
from his poem “Where Have All the 
Irish Politicians Gone?”

Back in the windy city a diff erent 
question remains: why would a sixty-
four year old grandfather with all the 
comfort and happiness from untold, 
generational public success want to 
remain in the hard-knock arena of 
Chicago politics? Well, there’s a city 
to run, a world to make better, and he’s 
Irish. It’s why he’s running.

Mayor Richard M. Daley addresses traders before ringing the bell at the Chicago 
Board of Trade, Financial Plaza, on Tuesday, October 31, 2006.  
The Mayor celebrated this historic agreement between the Chicago Mercantile 
Exchange and the Chicago Board of Trade. 

Photo by: James Peterson, City of Chicago
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LET US HELP YOU EXPERIENCE IRELAND

SELF-DRIVEN, COACH

OR CHAUFFEUR-DRIVEN

TRAVEL SERVICE

diy Ireland do it yourself – make it your own style and save!a planning and resources guide for the perfect Irish vacation

CORK

HERON’S COVE 
Restaurant and B&B 
Fresh Fish and Wine on the 
Harbor. West Cork near Mizen 
Head. Comfortable Rooms and 
Good Food. Contact Sue at
info@heroncove.ie  www.heron-
scove.com www.heroncove.ie

CLARE

Luxurious new 3,000 sq 
ft vacation home in Doolin 
Breathtaking views of Galway 
Bay and Aran Islands. Hosts11 
people comfortably. Avail now. 
www.cliff house-doolin.com
 email:  sawgrass@candw.ky
Phone : 1 (345) 947 0892

Luxury 4 Bedroom Home in 
Center of Clare. Close to all 
amenities. Sleeps up to 8.
www.westclare.net/claremanor
US phone: (815) 603-1433

OCEANFRONT RENTALS
Private ocean front cottages in 
W. Cork - Bantry Bay. Live the 
dream! 3 Bdrm, Whirlpool, 2 
frplcs, 3 bath. Seeps 8. 414-
687-0994 fx 414-449-8666 
Direct: 011-353-27-60116
www.anirishvacationsite.com
CORK/KERRY REAL ESTATE
Investments. American agents, 
Carey Conrad/Sherry Fitzgerald
No real estate taxes! Ask for 
Christina or Carey at Sherry 
Fitzgerald Daly Kenmare
011 353 64 41213.
www.seandaly.com

Culandoon House, Donegal.
Brand new luxury 3 bed 2 
bath home overlooking Glen 
Lough. Spectacular views. 
Sleeps 6.
www.culandoon.com
(856) 858 7170

DONEGAL
MIZEN HEAD SIGNAL STATION 
Ireland’s must experience most 
south westerly point! Exciting 
wild Atlantic Ocean visit. Buy our 
DVD.  Contact Stephen:info@
mizenhead.ie  www.mizenhead.
ie  www.mizenhead.net

CLARE

Donegal Country Home
 3 Bedroom Furnished Country 
Home For Rent in North West 
Donegal. For more information 
call  +1-617-308-3582

Greencastle Donegal

2 bdr (sleeps 5) ocean view. 
swim, fi sh, golf avail. $650 wkly. 

CLARE

www.
IrelandVacations

online.Com

Ballyhanna Man on Display
Donegal County Museum in conjunc-

tion with the National Roads Authority is 
featuring a new exhibition “Lost and Found 
- Discovering the Past on the N15 Bundoran 
to Ballyshannon Bypass.” The exhibition 
is free and runs until March 2007. On dis-
play are the fi nds and information on the 
archaeological works connected with the 
construction of the N15 Bundoran – Bal-
lyshannon Bypass, including, Ballyhanna 
Man, a male skeleton, aged between 25-35 
years. The skeleton is very rare and unusual 
as he suff ered from a genetic disease Di-
aphyseal aclasia/hereditary multiple exos-
toses. There are 6 archaeological examples 
from throughout the world. The Ballyhanna 
case is the fi rst reported example from 

Ireland. Skeletons are only very occasion-
ally displayed in museums and it is a rare 
opportunity to get up close to one.

Archaeological testing was carried out 
the entire length of the route to identify any 
other archaeological features and sites not 
visible above ground. Irish Archaeological 
Consultancy Ltd., on behalf of the National 
Roads Authority and Donegal County Coun-
cil, carried out full excavation of a number 
of sites. Finds and sites ranging, from the 
earliest periods of human settlement in 
Ireland such as wooden track ways south 

of Bundoran to the remains 
of a post-medieval house in 
Finner Townland. 

One of the major and ex-
citing discoveries was the 
rediscovery of a forgotten 
medieval church and grave-
yard on the banks of the Erne 
River at Ballyhanna in Bally-
shannon, in which over 1,200 
skeletons were excavated. 

For more information, 
contact www.donegal.ie/dcc/
arts/museum/museum.htm

Explore the Islands of Ireland With CIE
Celebrating its 75th anniversary in 2007, CIE 

Tours International has launched its largest-ever 
travel program including a new Atlantic Ireland 
& Islands vacation. This 14-day escorted tour 
focuses on the Emerald Isle’s Atlantic seascapes 
from Antrim to Kerry as well as visits to the off -
shore islands of the Inis Mor and Achill. Prices 
start at $1,798 for land-only, $2,142 from JFK or 
Boston, or $2,185 from Chicago. Departures run 
on Fridays, April 6 to October 26.

The itinerary, which is the longest of CIE’s 
20 diff erent escorted tours of Ireland, includes 
many remote scenic areas such as Main Head, 
Ireland’s most northerly point, and the Inishowen 
and Dingle Peninsulas, as ell as popular places 
such as the Giant’s Causeway, Yeats Country, 
Connemara, Cliff s of Moher, Killarney National 
Park and Bunratty.

Activities include a horse-
drawn jaunting car ride in 
Kilkenny; ferry rides across 
Lough Foyle and the River 
Shannon; guided walking tour 
of Derry; day tour to Inis Mor on 
the Aran Islands (April 6-Sept. 
28 departure) or Connemara 
excursion with Quiet Man walk-
ing tour.

The price includes superior 
fi rst class hotel rooms with pri-
vate bath; full breakfast daily; 
11 dinners including a medieval 
castle banquet; welcome get-
together drink; admissions to 
Monasterboice, Armagh Cathe-
dral, Ulster American Folk Park, 
Fort Dunree, Grianan of Aileach, 
Giant’s Causeway, Tower Muse-
um, Donegal Castle, W.B. Yeat’s 
Grave, Museum of County Mo-
her, Blasket Centre, Muckross 
House & Gardens, and Foynes 
Flying Boat Museum; sight-
seeing by luxury motorcoach 
with professional driver/guide; 
deluxe fl ight bag, ticket wallet, 
luggage tags and strap; all local 
taxes, hotel service charges and 
suitcase porterage.

For more about CIE Yours’ 
75th Anniversary Ireland, Brit-
ain, Italy & European River 
Cruising 2007 vacations, contact 
CIE Tours at 900-CIE-TOUR or 
visit www.cietours.com.
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‘Ciúnas gan Uaigneas’
On the Aran Islands

www.aranislandshotel.com
Phone:

011-353-99-61104

“IRELAND 2007 see 
Athlone & District 

Tourist Guide. log on to 
www.acis.ie”

Stay in a historic white-washed, 
thatched cottage. Updated with all 
of the comforts of today. Set in an 
idyllic pastoral setting, in the heart 
of the southwest. Sleeps 6. Call 
William Harty 630-790-9902
Website: cottagemaryrose.com

Cottage Mary RoseCottage Mary Rose

Muckross Riding Stables & 
Bed & Breakfast. 3.5 miles 
south of Killarney. Beautiful 
setting surrounded by Killarney 
National Park & Lakes
011353 64 32238
www.muckross-stables.com

Darby O’Gills Country House 
Hotel - Killarney
Close to many fi ne golf courses 
and the Ring of Kerry
 Tel: 011353 64 34168
 Fax: 011353 64 36794
Email: darbyogill@eircom.net
www.darbyogillskillarney.com

ALL IRELAND

Shamínír, Quality bed and 
breakfast situated on the
famous Ring of Kerry overlook-
ing Kenmare Bay, close to 
some of the world’s fi nest golf 
courses, inc. Ballbunion & 
Waterville. www.shaminir.com
011353-64-42678
FOLEY’S TOWNHOUSE est 1949
An award-winning 4-Star bou-
tique style hotel & restaurant.
Quiet place in beautiful Killarney. 
www.foleystownhouse.com
info@foleystownhouse.com
phone: 011353 64-31217
fax: 011353 64-34683

SLIGO

The Acres B ‘n’ B on the Dingle 
Peninsula, Spectacular views 
of the Ring of Kerry & Minard 
Castle. 5 mins drive from 
Dingle & Fungi the dolphin.
www.theacres.co.uk
enquiries@theacres.co.uk
011353 669157520
LAUREL TREE COTTAGE
Cottage for rent, sleeps 6.
15 miles South of Killarney. 
Walking distance from Caragh 
Lake. Excellent salmon & trout 
fi shing. www.gortnagown.com
011353 66 9760122

TERRY FLYNN TOURS Tailor-
made vacation specialist to Ire-
land Self or chauff er drive family 
& friendship grps.1 800 678 
7848 Fax 651 - 436 5781. 
info@terryfl ynntours.com

IRELAND ESCORTED
The ultimate tour of Ireland.
Private escorted tour with your
own driver/escort. Customized
itinerary for maximum comfort,
safety, & enjoyment.  Call us at 
1-888-827-3466. Visit us @
www.irelandescorted.com

LES ROUTIERS IN IRELAND
The Road to Good Food.
From a castle to a B ‘n’ B,
a restaurant, pub, café or
foodshop. Les Routiers
selects the best. Book online at
www.routiersireland.com

www.
IrelandVacations

online.Com

GALWAY

Experience The Beauty of 
Connemara The Rock Glen 
4*Country House Hotel
G o l f , W a l k i n g , C y c l i n g , 
Horse Riding,Fishing etc
 www.rockglenhotel.com  e-mail 
enquiry@rockglenhotel.com.
reservation 011353 9521035

ALL IRELANDDUBLIN

COACH / BUS HIRE
We cover all Airports in Ireland. 
Friendly & helpful drivers. Great 
rates. Large & small groups 
welcome. info@joelawlor.com
www.joelawlor.com
Phone: 011 353 61 39 0080

Sligo / Grange - 4 bedroom 
holiday bungalow w/ pan-
oramic view of Benbulben in 
scenic North Sligo.  Convenient 
to Sligo, Bundoran & Mullagh-
more.  Restaurant & bars close 
by.  Call Mary 
011-353-71-91-63707

ALL IRELAND

Bog Oak Treasures & Art Studio
Have your art shipped to you or 
visit our gallery on your next visit 
to Ireland. Laurence Harney
Irishtown Upper, Dublin Road, 
Clane, Co. Kildare
Phone : 011353 45 868537 or 
011353 87 2465168
email: IDHStudio@eircom.net

KILDARE
VISIT OUR

ART GALLERY !

REACH 300,000 American-Irish Readers 
aff ordably - monthly - on these pages

Call Cliff  at 708-445-0700

Stay in an historic 1820’s Gate 
Lodge. Close to Lough Derg. All 
comforts of home! Rent weekly.
www.annaghgatelodge.com
info@annaghgatelodge.com

TIPPERARY-NORTH

Beautiful Oceanfront
Cottage in Dingle for rent

Newly remodeled and furnished. 
Four bedroom, four bath cottage 
with a fabulous view of the ocean 

at the mouth of Dingle harbor. 
Short walk to beach and only two 
miles from Dingle town. Sleeps 8-

10. Call Colleen 312-399-8793

ART FROM IRELAND
Popular Dublin Art Gallery

The Green Gallery
www.GREENGALLERY.IE. Land/
sea scapes and street scenes by 
well known artists. Order on line 
and we will ship direct to you. 
Top Fl, Stephens Green Ctr, Dub-
lin 2 011.353.14783122

KERRY

SHAMROCK LODGE HOTEL

Excellent for gatherings, wed-
dings & functions. Conference 
facilities for groups of 10-250.
Private landscaped gardens & 
car park. New bar-food lunch 
menu served daily. Carvery 
lunch, sundays - 12.30 - 4pm. 
Relax and enjoy the excellent 
service that we off er in warm 
and friendly surroundings
40 new exec bedrooms & mini 
suites 12 apart/hotels with a 
fully built conference centre to 
the highest of standards. Res-
ervations: Tel 090 - 6492601  
Fax: 090 - 64 92737
www.shamrocklodgehotel.ie-
info@shamrocklodgehotel.ie.

WESTMEATH

KERRY
SAOIRSE TOURS Transport 
to/from Shannon Airport b/b 
Dingle. Guided tour of Historic 
Dingle Peninsula, Cliff s of Mo-
her, Burren, Doolin. Max 5 peo-
ple. Further details: Fran Ryan, 
3 The Wood, Dingle. Co. Kerry. 
tel 011 353 66 9151969 cell 
011 353 86 3772195
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Siochain I Mblain Nua (Peace in the New Year)

Our beautiful Christmas in the 
Chicago-Irish community has come 
and gone and both at Chicago Gaelic 
Park on the southwest side of our 
great city and also The Irish Heritage 
Center, on the northwest side the pre-
sentations were spectacular, as well 
befi tting traditional Irish Christmas’s. 
Both Centers enhanced the proud 
reputation by again celebrating the 
coming of the Christ Child in their 
own inimitable ways, more than 
enough to make all of us Irish-Ameri-
cans feel proud of our ancestry.

And so as we get ready to greet 
the New Year and wish one another 
continued good health and success 
we cannot but feel very proud of the 
many fi ne gaels, offi  cers and “volun-
teers” who again made it all possible 
to enjoy such fi ne facilities and the 
many great programs presented all 
year around.

The infl ux of Irish emigrants who 
made Chicago their homes in the late 
194O’s after the termination of World 

War II, and the lifting of U.S Immigra-
tion restrictions brought with them two 
things, love of God, and the games, 
culture song and dance of the gael. And 
they were determined to reactivate the 
GAA and other Irish organizations as 
soon as possible. This they did in quick 
time, the GAA in 1949 and the Irish 
Musician’s Associations and other kin-
dred clubs followed soon after.

These dedicated men and women 
were the pioneers and they quickly 
outlined their objectives and goals, 
“a green sod of our own” and an Irish 
Heritage Center to also include the pro-
motion of the traditional song, dance 
and music of the gael. They realized 
that these goals would take years to 
complete, and the work would be hard, 
but the start had to be made and a sound 
foundation laid so that continued Irish 
generations could complete the project 
in a more affl  uent time.

The long awaited day arrived in the 
late 1970’s, when another generation 
completed the project and opened 

Gaelic Park for the purpose of play-
ing Ireland’s national games and other 
Irish—American projects. “The dream 
became a reality” and again, our hats 
off  to the hard working men and women 
who worked day and night to complete 
the task for the Offi  cial Opening in the 
1980’s. The purchase of property for the 
Irish Heritage Center became a reality 
shortly afterwards, and Chicago, unlike 
and other city in the U.S., had their own 
Gaelic Park and Irish Heritage Center.

And so, as we enjoy the various 
Irish—American programs at both 
Centers over the coming years, let us 
remember with great pride how all this 
magnifi cent work was achieved though 
hard work and dedication by countless 
men and women through voluntary ef-
fort, sometimes at night after their own 
daily work had been completed. Again, 
we tip our hat to such a mighty eff ort. 
Congratulations one and all.

We would be remiss if we did not 
also pay tribute to the hard working 
Board of Offi  cers at both Centers who 
maintain both property’s on a sound 
fi nancial basis year around. In addition, 
they present all the attractive programs 
and promote the Centers and continue 
to enhance the proud reputation of both 
Centers in the Chicago area. As Irish 
President, Mary McAleese said after 
a visit to Chicago Gaelic Park some 
time ago, “Chicago Gaelic Park is one 
of the beat Irish Sporting Centers that 

I have ever seen, outside of Croke Park 
in Dublin.” High praise indeed, but so 
well deserved.
Frank Durkan Dies

The untimely death in New York 
recently of legendary Irish American 
Frank Durkan is being mourned not only 
in the that great city but throughout the 
U.S. and Ireland where his name was 
a household one. The proud native of 
Boholo, Co. Mayo was not only a great 
lawyer, but also a very able advocate for 
every Irish cause that came along.

Born and raised in Boholo he went 
to school with our own Maureen 
O’Looney, well known Chicagoan. 
He was a nephew of former New York 
Mayor Bill O’Dwyer, and the late Paul 
O’Dwyer, also well known as great 
advocates for Irish causes. And he was 
a fi rst cousin to Adrian Flannery, broad-
caster and Attorney Brian O’Dwyer.

He came to New York by boat in 
1947, and his fi rst night in the city 
he stayed at Gracie Mansion, home 
of Mayor Bill O’Dwyer, at that time. 
However, according to a fi ne story in 
the Irish Echo by Senior Editor, Ray 
O’Hanlon, he was soon told by other 
members of the clan, that like everyone 
else, he would have to get out on his 
own and earn his own way up from 
street level, apparently advice that was 
not lost on the late Frank.

Talking with our good friend Mau-
reen O’Looney, we were told of those 
happy days back in Boholo when she and 
her sister were often driven to school by 
Frank’s parents, who were both school 
teachers. Despite his lofty positions in 
New York, the late Frank never forgot 
his school going friends like Maureen. 
And when he was honored a few years 
ago by then President Bill Clinton, our 
own Maureen received her invitation to 
the ceremony at the White House. From 
Boholo to the White House, quite an 
honor for school going friends, Frank 
Durkan and our own Maureen, from the 
beautiful village in Co. Mayo.

A brilliant graduate from Co-
lumbia College and New York Law 
School, Frank became associated 
with the famed Manhattan law fi rm 
of O’Dwyer and Beirnstein and it was 
from here that he progressed through a 
distinguished law career that handled 
malpractice cases and others involving 
denial of human and civil rights.

The late Frank appeared in Court 
all over the United States representing 
cases and groups such as “Fort Worth 
Five”, “Brooklyn Five” and defend-
ing his famous fellow Mayo native, 
George Harrison. In 1982 he defended 
Harrison, a man who openly admitted 
to running guns, by tieing this case in 
the minds of the jury to the operations 
of the CIA. In the 1980’s he was also 
at the center of cases of extradition and 
deportation including that of Desmond 

Mackin, who was wanted in Ireland for 
shooting a British soldier. The judge in 
the case ruled in favour of Mackin em-
bracing Frank’s sound legal argument 
that a particular political case applied to 
the case. This ruling is still considered 
a landmark one.

He was also the central fi gure in 
the campaign for Bill Clinton and Al 
Gore in Irish American circles and 
after became a leading advocate for the 
hands-on Clinton Administration for the 
peace progress that followed. Frank was 
also a great GAA man and was at Croke 
Park last September to see his famed 
footballers lose to Kerry. He was also 
a great advocate for U.S. Immigration 
Reform to allow more Irish and others 
to settle in our country.

We join with the great and the small 
all over the gaelic world in express-
ing deepest sympathy to his beloved 
wife and two daughters. May the good 
Lord grant him Eternal rest and bring 
consolation to his fi ne family. Ar dheis 
De go raibhn an ainm. “Passing of all 
great men remind us, we too can be 
sublime and in passing leave behind 
us, footprints on the sand of Time”. 
Farewell dear Frank, you fought the 
good fi ght.
Happy Retirement 
Mike Sheahan 
Welcome Aboard 
Sheriff  Tom Dart

After a life-long dedication to law 
enforcement both in Chicago and 
Cook County, popular Irish American 
Mike Sheahan goes out in a blaze of 
glory, as the best Sheriff  of Cook 
County ever. That’s a big statement, 
but Mike’s high ratings from citizens 
and news media alike proves the point 
without argument.

Above and beyond that, Mike’s 
wonderful cooperation on any Irish 
question that came along endears 
him to fellow Irish Americans. From 
working to secure a fair and equitable 
U.S. Immigration policy back in the 
early 70’s to the complete freedom and 
reunifi cation of Ireland, to support for 
the promotion of Ireland’s national 
games, language, and culture—the 
proud Limerick man of Irish ancestry 
has been up front and center.

We again join with his countless 
friends in wishing Mike, his charm-
ing wife and fi ne family a happy and 
enjoyable retirement. It has been long 
deserved my friend and may God 
bless you all with good health and 
continued success. Beannact De a 
cairde, agus slainte. (God’s blessing 
on you and good luck.)

Succeeding the popular and hard 
worker Mike will be no easy job for 
anyone. They are pretty big shoes 
to fi ll. But Tom Dart, who has been 

Continued to page 31

C
 BY PAT HENNESSY

HICAGO
Gaelic News
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“A Great Place To Dine
An Even Greater Place To Golf”

• 36 Challenging Holes
• Driving Range
• Putting & Chipping Green
• Golf Outing Packages
• Outings and leagues welcome
• Weekend permanent tee times
• Prime dates available for golf outings
• Lessons available by PGA Pro Ken Buss

HOME OF ILLINOIS

SPECIAL OLYMPICS

CELEBRITY GOLF OUTING

 GOLF YEAR ROUND!
Restaurant Open Year Round

Visit Our

GOLF DOME!
Indoor Driving Range

Two Levels - 45 Tee Slots
Mon - Fri 7am - 9pm

$9.00 per 1/2 hour unlimited golf balls
Sat 8am - 7pm   Sun 8am - 8pm

$10.00 per 1/2 hour unlimited golf balls

9511 W. Manhattan • Monee Road • Frankfort •
815-469-3350     www.greengardencc.com

Dome is also available
evenings for Football,
Softball and Soccer!

Call Tim for an Appointment 
815-469-3350

Junior Rates Mon - Fri 3-6pm
$8.00 per 1/2 hour unlimited golf balls

Senior Rates Mon - Fri 7-11am

$8.00 per 1/2 hour unlimited golf balls
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Celtic Art Classes at IAHC IAHC Valentine’s Day Hooley

Smoking Ban at 
Gaelic Park

Gaelic Park goes no-smoking 
on January 2, 2007 due to the new 
non-smoking ordinance passed in 
Oak Forest. While smoking will 
be prohibited inside the building, 
a special smoking shelter is be-
ing planned for the comfort their 
patrons who smoke. For further 
information, to view a full list of 
the Carraig’s specials, to reserve 
dinner or show tickets or for 
more information on the telecasts 
please call Gaelic Park at (708) 
687-9323 or visit the website at 
www.chicagogaelicpark.org.

Acappellago 
Holding Auditions

Acappellago, a volunteer a cap-
pella chamber choir is seeking 
singers. Tenors and basses are par-
ticularly encouraged to apply. For the 
auditions, singers should be prepared 
to sing two songs of contrasting 
styles a cappella & to also participate 
in blending exercises with other sing-
ers. Singers should also have strong 
sight reading skills & be able to pre-
pare music on their own in advance 
of rehearsals. Please send an e-mail 
to: Acappellago@acappellago.org or 
call (708)484-3797 ext. 2.

Free Screening 
Room

The Irish Times Pub & Restau-
rant in Brookfi eld has made their 
screening room available to every-
one at no charge.

The Cottage is available most Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Sundays. There 
is a fi ve person minimum and a 24-hour 
notice to use the room. The seating area 
can accommodate 25 to 30 people.

For more information call the Irish 
Times Pub & Restaurant, 8869 Burl-
ington Avenue, Brookfi eld, IL 60513, 
tel. 708.259.2727.

Celtic Art classes continue this winter 
at the Irish American Heritage Center, 
4626 N. Knox Avenue, Chicago. Classes 
run from January-March 2007 on Tues-
day and Thursday nights from 7-9pm. 
Both children and adults and beginning 
and intermediate artists can sign up for 
the ten-week programs. 

On Tuesdays nights, January 9-March 

13, from 7pm-9pm, students in the Celtic 
Design class will learn techniques for 
Celtic design, including knot work, 
interlacing spirals and Celtic calligraphy. 
Each student will complete a project of 
his choice. The class is $100.

Thursday nights, January 11-March 
15, from 7pm-9pm, the Painting Tech-
niques class focus on painting tech-

niques and completion of a Celtic art 
project. Class is $100.

Artist Frank Crowley, will teach the 
classes. Crowley is Director of Irish 
School and was the curator for the Day of 
the Dead/Samhain art exhibit at the IAHC 
last October. He is a director of Windy 
City Arts, a not-for-profi t organization 
supporting Chicago artists and educa-
tion. Information or to register for the art 
classes, call 773-282-7035, ext. 10. 

The IAHC will sponsor a St. Valen-
tine’s Day Hooley on Sunday, February 
4, in the Fifth Province Lounge. The 
event will include dancing, singing 
and refreshments. Live entertainment 
features Joe McShane, Jerry Carey and 
Kara Kinsella. There will be a variety 
of dancing, consisting of set, Ceili, 
waltzes, quick steps and jives. 

To celebrate the holiday, there will 
be a Lisdoonvarna corner. Lisdoon-
varna, County Clare, is home to the 150 
year old Lisdoonvarna Matchmaking 
Festival, where each year, swarms of 
singles travel to meet that someone 
special. The IAHC’s foray into match-
making will be set against the backdrop 
of the Fifth Province’s fi replace, where 
there will be facilitators available to 
make that perfect match. 

The Hooley begins at 5pm and 
ends at 9pm. The cost is $12 and 
includes sandwiches, salads, tea and 
soda bread. A cash bar will be avail-
able. 773-282-7035, ext. 10. 
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On New Year’s Eve, a very special celebration took place at 
Catholic Charities. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago kicked off  its 150th year of service to 
the poor by hosting and serving a luncheon for our hungry and 
homeless brothers and sisters. His Eminence Francis Cardinal 
George and I were privileged to welcome and visit with the 
guests at the “Meal for the Homeless” luncheon at Catholic 
Charities’ St. Vincent Center on Chicago’s Near North Side. 
Vincentians also served meals that afternoon at Catholic 
Charities’ Center on Rand Road in Des Plaines, Ill., and at St. 
Pascal’s Parish on Chicago’s North Side. 

This anniversary is a very important milestone in the history 
of the Archdiocese of Chicago! It was New Year’s Eve, 1857, 
when Father Dennis Dunne, pastor of St. Patrick’s Church in 
downtown Chicago, explained the concept of the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul to several parishioners: James McMullen, Sr.; 
Dr. Thomas A. Clarke; Michael McAuley; and Peter Dunne. 
For the sake of their neighbors suff ering from poverty, these 
men made the historic decision to found the fi rst conference 
of the Society in Chicago – and opened a new chapter in the 
history of organized Catholic charities in the Archdiocese of 
Chicago.

Founded in 1833 by Frederic Ozanam, a young French-
man, the Society was named for St. Vincent de Paul, the 17th 
century priest who devoted his life to helping the desperately 
poor in Paris and who founded the Daughters of Charity and 
the Congregation of the Mission (Vincentians). 

Because the immediate needs of poor people were so great, 
the Society grew by leaps and bounds throughout the United 
States and the world. In 1857, Chicago, a city of 90,000 people, 
was seeing an infl ux of predominantly Irish, German and 
Eastern European immigrants, with very little to their names, 
streaming into the city.

The St. Vincent de Paul conferences set to work, helping the 
poor and destitute in their neighborhoods, serving Confederate 
prisoners held at Camp Douglas during the Civil War, and aid-
ing the victims of the devastating Chicago Fire in 1871. At the 
height of the Great Depression in 1933, Society records show 
that Chicago Vincentians assisted more than 62,000 people. 

Lay-run and parish-based, the Society has always encour-
aged and empowered lay men and women to develop their own 
faith and Vincentian spirituality through prayer in small groups, 

so that they can reach out in charity to alleviate the 
poverty of their neighbors of all faiths. 

Now, as then, the members of the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society devote themselves to prayer and 
charity: visiting the homes of families in the par-
ish who are sick or suff ering long- or short-term 
family, medical or fi nancial problems. They listen 
with compassion and respect, cherish in complete 
confi dence what is said, and set about obtaining 

the help that is needed.
Today, more than 2,300 volunteer members of the Society 

serve the poor or troubled in 144 parish conferences (chapters) 
in Cook and Lake counties. Last year, the conferences of the 
Society helped more than 300,000 people in need. Through 
our three thrift stores and warehouse, $621,000 worth of free 
clothing, furniture, food and household items were donated 
and distributed. In 2005, Vincentians distributed $1,475,000 
to poor families and individuals for food and emergency rent, 
mortgage, utilities, transportation and medical assistance. 

I am very proud to be the Chicago Archdiocesan Spiritual 
Director of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. The Society 
inspired the founding of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese 
of Chicago in 1917, and to this day, we collaborate closely in 
the work of charity. 

I am deeply grateful to God and to the members of the Soci-
ety of St. Vincent de Paul who are so generous with their time, 
possessions and themselves. They play a unique and indispens-
able role in the Church’s mission of charity, for they share the 
charity of Christ in a personal and direct way, compassionately 
seeking, fi nding and comforting the forgotten, the suff ering and 

the deprived of our communities, lifting them up to renewed 
dignity as members of our human family. 

There will be many other anniversary events throughout 
2007, which I urge our readers to support or attend. To learn 
more about the St. Vincent de Paul Society, join or contribute 
to their good works, please call (312) 655-7181, or visit online 
at: www.adcsvdp.org.

May God grant you and your families a blessed Christmas 
season and a holy and happy New Year!

The Voice of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese 
of Chicago Administrator, Prersident and CEO 
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago 

Word With 
Father BolandA

4328 W Irving Park Rd • Chicago

 (773) 725-1800 BAR
 (773) 736-1690 FAX

MON - SAT 11 AM TO 2 AM
SUNDAY 10 AM TO 2 AM

“Chicago’s Best Kept Secret!” 

McNamara’s
Food & Drinks

Full Service Dining,
Outdoor Garden Area,

and the only Wood Burning Grill in 
Chicagoland!

Available for Private Parties

LUNCH & DINNER  SPECIALS DAILY!

IRISH
BREAKFAST

SAT & SUN

til 2pm

AUTHENTIC IRISH PUB
Serving Domestics and Imports

and Guinness of Course!

For your next
Fundraiser  

Have a day out at the Races!
great prices for 

• FUNDRAISERS • RETIREMENTS • REUNIONS   • CORPORATE • FAMILY OUTINGS 
Call Ann 

at 1 888 289 6296”
Hawthorne Race Course 

Your Place for Fun!
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The Election’s Over
Todd Stroger is President of the Cook County 

Board, Jim Beavers is now a County Commis-
sioner, his daughter replaces him as Alderman. 
Bobby Steele rides into the sunset with a sack full 
of pension money, while her son replaces her as 
County Commissioner. The gene pool is intact, 
what more could we ask for? This is as close as 
we can get to cloning.

The proof of the pudding is in the tasting! How many more 
aunts, uncles, cousins, brothers, sisters, nieces, and nephews 
will get county jobs? Wait a minute! What about the defi cit? I 
can tell you how they cut the budget in corporate America. First 
they off er early retirement, eliminate jobs, close down unpro-
ductive plants, and sell assets to improve the bottom line. 

If Mr. Stroger wants to raise property taxes, think about 
the new construction in Cook County over the last ten years 
and the enormous amount of tax revenue the building boom 
has generated.

If ComEd gets a 20% increase and property taxes go up 25%, 
a lot of senior citizens will be skipping meals and not getting their 
prescription drugs. Get in line for the soup kitchen folks! I won-
der if Todd Stroger knows what fi scal responsibility means.
20th Anniversary

In December 1986, my friend Patrick Egan told me there was an 
Open House at the Irish American Heritage Center. I said, “Where 
in the world is that?” On December 16, 1986, I went to the Open 
House and in the receiving line I met several people, Tom Looney, 
Ambrose Kelly, Mike Shevlin, Mary O’Reilly and many others that 
day. I decided to join and on December 30th I became a charter 
member. On Tuesday, January 6, 1987 I volunteered for the fi rst 
time with the Building Committee. That’s when I started to meet the 
other volunteers, Joe Reid and Peter Dolan stand out in my mind; 
Joe was from Mayo and Peter was a Dubliner. From then on I was 
hooked! Although it looked like an impossible task, we all dug in 
along with the greatest people I have ever met. Saturdays were 
special and we all sat down for a hot meal at 12:30 and sometimes 
there were over 60 hungry people around the tables. The food was 
always good and there was plenty of it, mashed potatoes, meat and 
vegetables, dessert and hot tea. The best part of lunchtime were 
the stories that went back and forth across the tables. Too bad we 
didn’t record them. Many of those people are gone now. We still 
work on Saturdays and we always like to see new faces. 
Happy New Year!

What will the new year bring? Peace in Iraq? Power sharing in 
Northern Ireland? It’s very doubtful that much of anything will 
happen unless the average American comes to grips with real-
ity. Contemplate your navel for a while, practice yoga, become 
a vegan, and the next thing you know you’ll be sophisticated 

enough to know all the answers! In actuality you won’t be any 
wiser, and the world will keep spinning toward some black hole 
in outer space or become a barren wasteland from global warm-
ing. That’s what we call a dose of reality. We have a President 
who says he will become recognized as a genius some time in 
the future. I wonder where he bought his crystal ball. The harsh 
reality is we are deeply involved in a struggle with no end in 
sight. The Russians were in Afghanistan for twenty years and 
never won. President Bush has shown little interest in Northern 
Ireland so it’s unlikely we’ll see much progress in that situation. 
Only two years to go until we get new tenants in the White House. 
Meanwhile, the internet is starting to fi ll up with stories about 
Nancy Pelosi ramming through tax increases on the rich and 
realistically people who are writing this stuff  have completely 
overlooked that our national debt is at record highs and the 
value of our currency is in jeopardy. The value of the Euro is at 
all time highs against the dollar. We have sacrifi ced most of our 
industrial complex to foreign companies. Almost everything we 
buy now, unless its maple syrup, comes from China. Of course 
many of the Japanese automobile manufacturers now have plants 
operating in the U.S. Why can they successfully overtake Ford, 
General Motors and Chrysler and produce a better product and 
make money doing it? Go fi gure!
Marge Ronan

A long time friend to many at the Irish American 
Heritage Center and stalwart volunteer has been facing 
some health problems of late. Join me in wishing her the 
best and that she gets back into the fold again soon.
Belfast Telegraph

John Throne’s book, Donegal Woman, has been chosen 
Book of the Year by the Belfast Telegraph newspaper.

A big honor for a great book.
Published by Drumkeen Press, you can get more 

information on email at: the_donegal_woman@yahoo.
com or at 312-315-5302.

 oyle  B
By Tom Boyle

  
 the Kettle

We’ll Have A Sup Of Tea
boylethekettle@irishamericannews.com

3374 N Clark St Chicago
(Clark & Roscoe)  773-248-3600  

www.johnnyohagans.com
Daily 11am-2 am Saturday 9 am-3am 

Sunday 9 am- 2 am

Traditional Irish Pub & Restaurant

•Call For
MUSIC SCHEDULE

FULL MENU-IRISH BREAKFAST ALL DAY-EVERYDAY!
LUNCH 11- 4PM • DINNER 4-11PM

LATENIGHT CHIPPER MENU 11PM-1AM
PLENTY OF PARKING IN OUR LOT!

• Murphy’s Snug Bar downstairs 
available for Private Parties

Six Penny Bit
5800 W Montrose Ave

Live Music every Friday and Saturday!

Joe McShane
Every Sunday Night

773-545-2033

Call for

Entertainment

Schedule

Catch the GAA Football & Hurling Games
at Six Penny Every Saturday and Sunday

RESTAURANT/PUB

         Czerwone Jabtuszko
        RESTAURANT & DELI’S

3121-23 N.  MILWAUKEE  AVE.
PH 773-588-5781 

 FAX 773-588-3975
6474  N.  MILWAUKEE  AVE.  

 PH 773-763-3407       FAX  773-763-3406

OWNERS:
FERDYNAND & ANNA HEBAL

Invite you to enjoy
The Red

  Apple Buffet!

Popular graphic artist, Michelle McAleer, recently gave 
birth to the lovely Aoife Marie.
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Saint Xavier University President Judith A. Dwyer, Ph.D., 
presents Jan Bickel, D.M.A., Director of Vocal Studies and 
Professor of Music, with the 2006 Saint Xavier University 
Award at the recent Saint Xavier University Founders’ Day 
celebration. Photo by Gillian O’Brien.

Friel’s Faith Healer at Chopin
Uma Productions presents the Tony Award-winner Brian 

Friel’s “Faith Healer,” which follows an Irish faith healer, his 
long-time lover and his devoted manager as they tour from 
town to town until their fateful return to Ireland.  A fresh and 
riveting look at the lives of three people compelled by their 
art and propelled by their faith, “Faith Healer” is a testament 
to the joy and strife of the artist’s journey, the delight found in 
the everyday poetry of human relations and the life affi  rming 
properties of a shared theatrical experience.

The show runs about 90 minutes with one intermission. 
1543 W. Division, Chicago. Tickets at 773.347.1375 or www.

umaproductions.org; HotTix.

Corned Beef Go Bragh!
Congregation Beth Shalom (CBS) in Naperville is holding a 

Corned Beef Fundraiser in March 2007 to help CBS continue 
to bring superior Judaic programming, services, and support 
to the Naperville area. Lunch boxes containing a corned beef 
sandwich, bottled water, chips, and dessert for $10 each, and 
can be picked up on Wednesday evening, March 14, 2007 or all 
day Thursday, March 15, 2007 at 772 W. 5th Avenue in Naper-
ville. Advance orders will be taken starting in January. 

Local companies are invited to participate by organizing 
“Corned Beef Lunch Day” at the offi  ce (or salon, or school…). 
For group or individual orders, or for more information contact 
Susan Rubin at (630) 717-5075 or srubin364@hotmail.com. 
Delivery within ten miles of CBS can be arranged for orders 
of ten boxes or more.

2007 IAC Master/Apprentice 
Program Awards

The Illinois Arts Council recently announced the recipients 
of the fi scal year 2007 Ethnic and Folk Arts Master Apprentice 
Program awards. Among this year’s fi fteen grant Master Ap-
prentice pairs, receiving awards totaling $45,000, Master Artist 
Sean Cleland of Chicago has been awarded a grant to teach 
Irish Fiddling to Kathleen Turek of Forest Park. 

The Master Apprentice Program recognizes the need for 
structured opportunities to pass on traditional arts as part of 
the preservation of the Illinois’ cultural heritage. The program 

fosters this traditional teaching and learning relationship by 
providing a $2,000 honorarium to the master artist and a $1,000 
stipend to the apprentice.

For additional information about the recipients and the 
Master Apprentice Program, contact Tamara Kubacki, Director 
of Ethnic & Folk Arts, by email at Tamara.Kubacki@illinois.
gov or by phone at 312/814-6740 or 800/237-6994 (toll free 
within Illinois).

Wicked Takes Top Honors
The success of Chicago’s open-ended Wicked continues not 

only at the box offi  ce, but also in the community at large as 
many members of the cast and crew work to better the lives 
of those in need. Chicago’s Wicked raised over $175,000 this 
season, earning the top fundraising honor for the second year 
in a row at the 18th Annual Gypsy of the Year Competition, 
a national eff ort on behalf of the charity Broadway Cares / 
Equity Fights AIDS. The awards ceremony, held December 
5th in New York City, announced Chicago’s Wicked as the top 
fundraiser in a category of productions outside of New York. 
This marks the third consecutive win for Chicago’s Wicked, 
which also took fi rst in last December’s campaign as well as the 
spring Easter Bonnet fundraising drive. The Chicago company 
of Wicked has collectively raised over one-half million dollars 
for Broadway Cares / Equity Fights AIDS during its Windy 
City residence so far. With or Without Great Buff et!

773.935.6669

PRIVATE ROOMS AVAILABLE

Open 11 am to 2 am 
Sat 11  am to 3 am
Lunch/Dinner

Irish Brkfst all day!

3511 N Clark
Chicago 

Voted BEST Irish Bar 2004 citisearch.com
WINNER! Best Comfort Food Award

AOL City Guide 2005
WINNER! Silver Platter Award 2004/2005

presented by Food Industry News
Zagot Guide Recommended 2004/2005
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Happy New Year!! Well done! 
2007! Stunning! Was the Christmas 
good? Well into the second half of 
the decade now. Breathe, one, two. 
Breathe, one, two.

BTW, do check out the January 
LiveIreland.com column for the 
Livies Awards. LiveIreland, as you 
should know, is by far (factor of 
about 30) the web’s largest Irish mu-
sic site. Just get to it, and tab it into 
your favorites. www.liveireland.
com. Anyway, the Livies are a huge 
deal to the worldwide audience, and 
to the musicians themselves, as, 
along with Ireland’s famous TG4 
Awards, they are really the most 
well known, globally.

Okay, we are ready. The January 
CD Slam!

We opened the mailer from one of 
the essential Irish labels, Clo-lar-Chon-
nacta. always tasty stuff  on this label. 
One of the best. Hmmm. A tin whis-
tle album. Disappointment. Another 
whistle album? Really? Well, okay. On 
it goes. Stunned! Gobsmacked! This 
Brian Hughes out of Kildare has deliv-
ered a massive winner! Let’s start with 
technique. Lots of whistle players have 
the technique. Great breath control is 
the problem. The god of breath control, 
and of whistling generally, is Mary Ber-
gin. Well, make room for Brian Hughes! 
Of course, he is out of a musical family. 
Goes without saying. This album has a 

huge repertoire, and lots of styles. Such 
excellent musicians helping out! Nol-
laig Casey on fi ddle. Garry O’Briain 
on guitar, mandocello and keyboards. 
Brian O’Regan (one of our favs) on 
mandolin and bouzouki. Bruno Stae-
helin on percussion, Donnchadh Gough 
on bodhran and James Blennerhasset on 
bass round it all out. Whistle albums, 
like harp albums, can get very, very 
boring—unless in the hands of a master. 
Brian Hughes is a master. Big league, 
all the way! Great, great. Hughes also 
plays the pipes. Wish he would have 
given us some more here. Ah, let’s 
not get picky. This is one of the best 
whistle albums we have EVER heard. 
Get it! Title is “Whirlwind”, which also 
describes Brian’s playing. We love this. 
Rating: Four Harps

You have to see the album cover 
to begin with. Can an album be worth 
the buying for the cover alone? Yup. 
Scotland’s preeminent label, Greentrax, 
has given us an album and a band by the 
same name. (Brace yourself, Bridgid.) 
“Ceilidh Minogue” ! The cover is ge-
nius, hysterical and a real grabber all 
by itself. Get on the Google to see it! 
Now, as to the lads themselves in this 
all-instrumental stunner. The quartet 
is made up of some of Scotland’s best. 
Greg Lowrey on piano accordion, 
Gavin Marwick on fi ddle, Bob Turner 
on piano and accordion and Al Morrow 
on percussion are joined by a gang of 
other great musicians. It is a joy. The 
band shares the same explosive style 
and sense of fun as the cover, itself. It 
would take some band to live up to this 
cover, and these lads are up to it! Bril-
liant. Diff erent styles. We will ignore 
the occasional ceilidh tunes, such as 
Petronellas. The regular reader already 
knows how we feel about any ceilidh 
music, and the scene itself. It is the 
moments of inspired madness on this 
album that make all the diff erence. Best 

of all is New Moon. There are all the 
tempos you would expect, jigs, reels, 
waltzes (lovely waltzes), but it is the 
fresh rhythms and takes on the tradi-
tion that really score big here. We love 
this album a lot, and can’t wait for the 
opportunity to see this group in person. 
Now, that’ll be fun! More Minogue and 
less Ceilidh will make it all perfect! 
Rating: 3 Harps

“The Guiding Moon” is the second 
album on offer starring The West 
Ocean String Quartet from the West of 
Ireland—this time joined by the iconic 
Chieftains fl ute player, Matt Molloy. 
This is the group’s follow-up to its 
highly successful first album, “Un-
wrapping Dreams”. We named them 
Newcomers of the Year in March of 
2005 for the unique and gorgeous blend 
of classical, traditional and new-styled 
tunes. Lovely. Really, really lovely. This 
album is also a winner. It is not up to the 
fi rst one, but it is so hard to fall in love 
a second time with the fi rst intensity, 
isn’t it? The playing is impeccable; 
the arrangements are a bit “wandery-
around-the-place”, but enchanting 
and evocative, nonetheless. Molloy’s 
fl ute playing is, as usual, dynamite. 
The engineering is perfection. This is 
a gorgeous bit of business, just not up 
to the initial eff ort. Some of the tunes 
wander, as we stated, a bit willy-nilly. 
Where is all this music going? Taken by 
the individual bit by bit, it is fab. Taken 
as a whole, it is occasionally confusing 
emotionally, as well as aurally. We love 
the West Ocean String Quartet. If you 
are a true lover of wonderful music, 
you will, also. This is a bit like Mickey 
Mantle only hitting three home runs 
in a game, instead of four. If we want 
perfection, and we only get brilliance, 
we fell a bit let down. This is still a 
must-have for you. Trust us, as usual. 
Rating: 3&1/2 Haps.

Let’s do another newbie from the 
fab, Greentrax of Scotland. “Dorney 
Rock” is the name of the album just out 
from a wonderful, marvelous, brilliant 
mandolin player from Scotland, Kevin 
McLeod. He also plays a terrifi c guitar 
and bouzouki, but this album is really 
about the mandolin—perhaps as you 
have never heard it. The key on these 
things is that the musician in charge 
cannot be simply terrifi c. If they are 
going to be in charge of wrangling an 

entire album, they have to be super. 
McLeod is super. Like the aforemen-
tioned Hughes album, we thought to 
ourselves, “Oh, one of these,” when we 
opened it. Then, whammo!! We put it 
on. We can’t tell you all the diff erent 
stringed instruments on off er here. The 
variety is staggering, as is the musi-
cianship. Full range of tempos in this 
all-instrumental bit o’ brill. This will 
stay in the permanent library... well, 
permanently! We might be hearing 
Newcomer of the Year, here. Rating: 
Four Harps

The label, Clo-lar-Chonnachta has 
also given us “Down From Bell Har-
bour” from the magical, Chris Droney. 
It is not enough to say he plays the 
concertina. Closer to say he owns the 
concertina. This is a follow-up to his 
highly regarded, “The Fertile Rock” 
of 1995 on Clo-lar-Chonnachta. It is 
even better. Chris is a mature man, and 
has been a star in traditional music for 
decades. He is also one of those rare 
breeds who ages perfectly. He is just 
getting better and better. Good friend, 
Alan O’Leary of Copperplate Distribu-
tion in London sent us this album a little 
while ago, and we fi nally had the op-
portunity to have a real listen recently. 
We were knocked down. This is a true 
Irish traditional musician in all the best 
sense that term implies. Listen. It is 
ALL here. An enjoyable textbook of the 
real deal. We love this album, and we 
suspect that, if ever fortunate enough to 
meet Chris, we would love the man, too. 
Perfection. Rating: Four Harps

We just noticed all these albums are 
instrumental. We might add we feel a 
bit of a paucity on the scene, as their 
have been very few albums of merit 
from male singers this year. We won’t 
name names. Not every album can be 
up to the masterpiece we have told you 
about repeatedly, Mick Moloney’s, 
“McNally’s Row of Flats”. But, on the 
other hand...

Hope you are tuning into the radio 
show, Blarney on the Air. It is a city-
wide Irish music program—Mondays; 
7-9; WDCB—90.9 fm and on the web 
at www.wdcb.org We won’t talk about 
partner Shay Clarke’s “musical taste” in 
Irish music. If you listen to the show, 
you know what we are up against each 
week. Do join in for the fun!

*Ta!

By Bill Margeson

radition In ReviewT

  Visit us at ....
SHAMROCK IMPORTS 

3150 N. Laramie, Chicago 773-286-6866

Serving You For Over
35 Years Now!

Maureen O’Looney, 
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Happy New Year to you all, I hope 
it brings health and happiness to you 
and yours. As for myself, I embrace 
this New Year of 2007. It has a nice 
ring to it…2007. This new millen-
nium is growing up. Personally I’m 
glad to see the back of 2006. It was 
a gnarly year of ups ad downs, but it 
had its moments.

Blarney on the Air returned to the 
airwaves in January. Bill Margeson 
and I, together again with a two-hour 
Irish music show every Monday 
night on 90.9 FM in Chicago and 
worldwide at wdcb.org. We now 
have listeners on three continents and 
in 15 states. This month is our fi rst 
anniversary at WDCB, but we have 
been playing music and having fun 
on the radio since 1992.

Festival season provided some 
brilliant musical performances and it 
seems that every year festival organiz-

ers and promoters raise the bar to en-
sure that the public are treated to the 
best of Irish entertainment. Current 
festival giants, Gaelic Storm, were 
busy on the festival and theater circuit 
this year to support their #1 selling 
“Wellies” album and I must have seen 
them perform a dozen times. They are 
masters of their trade and every show 
is diff erent. I saw them totally rock 
audiences every time they took the 
stage at least a dozen times in 2006, 
but the audiences at Irish Fest Mil-
waukee and at Celtic Fest in Dayton 
Ohio were amazing and the interac-
tion between the band and the revelers 

was elec-
t r i c .  I ’m 
sure  Pat 
M u r p h y 
and Steve 
Tw i g g e r 
would both 
agree with 

me that not only do the band have to 
be in top form but when the audience 
gives it back it’s pure magic.

Brigid’s Cross are always enter-
taining and we were almost always at 
the same events this year. Cuyahoga 
Falls, Cleveland, Huron, Western 
Mo., Dundee, Il..etc., but it was at the 
Dublin Ohio Irish Festival that they 
stole the show and they were up against 
some major acts on other stages. They 
were terrifi c. Party band that they are, 
Paul, Peggy, and Ritchie pulled way 
more of their share of punters that 
night…it was awesome.

 Its great to see The Elders break 
out of Kansas City. They are brilliant 
and are certainly in my Top 5 Festival 
Bands. But in their own town, KC, 
they reign supreme. Their Live At The 
Gem album is one of my favorites and 
their unique blend of song writing and 
showmanship has won them legions 
of fans. At the 2006 Kansas City Irish 
Festival, on a sunny afternoon they 
rose to the occasion and played one 
of the best sets I have ever heard. I 
saw them play again at the Weston, 
Mo Irish Festival. It was cold and 
wet and most of the crowd had moved 
indoors, but The Elders knew their fan 
base and insisted on playing outside. 
Brigid’s Cross joined them on stage 
and again it was an amazing set. I 
wish you could all be with me on 
some of these occasions! 

The Bridies were brilliant at the 
Denver Irish Festival in Colorado. 
Again, weather was a factor, but as the 
closing act on Sunday night, hundreds 
of people stood in the rain and mud to 
enjoy a super show. If you haven’t seen 
The Bridies yet, make sure not to miss 
them next year at a Festival near you. 

I have been a fan of Barleyjuice 
since hearing their fi rst album, but I 
had never managed to see them play 
live. Barleyjuice are based in the 
Philly area, and have yet to break 
out on the national festival circuit. 
I managed to catch them on stage 

at The Wildwood NY Irish Festival, 
and again they did not disappoint me. 
These guys are awesome and I hope 
to see more of them on the Festival 
circuit in 2007.

The Saw Doctors played at Gaelic 
Park’s Memorial Day Irish Festival 
in 2006, and in my 17 years at this 
event, I have never seen as big a crowd 
come to see any one band. The tent 
was bursting at the seems and I think 
their were as many people outside 
as inside. I’m sure we had the entire 
Galway and Mayo populations of 
Chicago at that gig. They were also 
promoting their new album.

Other bands that I saw this year 
that really impressed me were The 
Sara Dinan Band at The Dallas 
Irish Festival. Switchback have been 
traveling far and near, and have a fan 
base so varied that I think they are 
a cult. The Katie Sullivan Band, I 
saw play at the Claddagh Irish Pub 
in Algonquin, and I’m glad to say 
that they are playing at Gaelic Park 
this year. They deserve it, and those 
of you who have not heard them yet 
will enjoy them. The Larkin and 
Moran Brothers have always been 
in my Top 10, and now that they 
tune their instruments regularly, are 

a force to be reckoned with… they 
are always entertaining. 

So again I suppose in retrospect, 
2006 had a lot of good times. I became 
a grandfather again, and as you read 
this paper, I am probably in Dublin, 
seeing my granddaughter Alex for the 
fi rst time. What’s wrong with me? That 
alone makes 2006 a great year. 

Once again Happy New Year to you 

all, and if you don’t catch 
me on Monday night’s 
Blarney on the Air, well, 
you will see me on the 
Festival circuit in the near 
future. My fi rst event is 
February 16th, 17th, and 
18th, at the Philadelphia 
Mid-Winter Scottish and 
Irish Music Festival and 
Fair, at the Valley Forge 

Convention Center, King of Prussia, 
PA., the lineup includes Dougie Ma-
cLean, Seven Nations, The Elders, The 
Prodigals, and Searson. So you see, it’s 
starting all over again. Thank God.

NEXT MONTH
Favorite albums of 2006
Favorite Festivals of 2006
Send your favorites to Shay-

Dub@aol.com

aised On Songs
 and Stories

By Shay Clarke
R
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An Immigrant’s
 Musings

Fr. Michael Leonard

What’s next 
regarding 
Immigration 
and the new 
Congress?

Following the elec-
tions we have received numerous calls about 
what happens next with immigration reform. That 
remains to be seen. The Democrats have promised 
to work and pass comprehensive immigration 
reform. Since then there has been a conference on 
the issue in Washington, D.C. Geri Garvey who 
works for the Irish Apostolate USA represented 
our organization at this strategy session. The fol-
lowing are highlights from Geri’s report:

Over 100 representatives from various non-
profit immigrants, religious, labor, and legal 
organizations gathered in Washington to hear 
a series of speakers discuss the 2006 elections 
and their implications for immigration reform. 
Four panels made presentations with speakers 
representing key immigrant, religious, and human 
rights organizations.

Election Results and the Immigrant Vote 
- Highlights

• 32 House members lost their seats – all were 
Republican;

• Applications for Naturalization were up 19%;
• Latinos were 8% of the voters across the U.S. 

in CA they were 19% of the vote; 
• Immigration was the 4th issue of concern 

for Hispanic voters; education, jobs and health 
care rated higher – however immigration was the 
motivating issue;

• www.Immigration2006.org provides a snap-
shot of races from an immigration perspective

• Voters view the immigration system as 
broken and want workable solutions;

• Republican caucus in the House may con-
solidate around anti-immigration.

One thing is a very clear, anti-immigrant 
supporters and those who called for an enforce-
ment only policy ended up on the loosing side in 
the November elections. Exit polls indicate that 
61% of voters favor a path to citizenship for the 
undocumented. 

The people have spoken and now let us hope 
that the new leadership in the house and senate will 
make good on their pre-election promises and de-
liver comprehensive immigration reform in 07.
Warning

Not all lawyers are equal. We have recently 
had contact with individuals who were given 

the wrong advice by lawyers. It is a shame that 
undocumented people are taken advantage of by 
unscrupulous lawyers, who are happy to charge 
large sums of money while their clients end up 
worse off  than when the started. We at C.I.I.S. 
have a list of tried and trusted lawyers whom we 
are happy to recommend. If you know of anyone 
who needs assistance, please, give us a call and 
we will be glad to help in any way we can. Our 
services are free of charge.

Depression
January is a month when many people com-

plain of “feeling down” or depressed. Some people 
say that depression feels like a black curtain 
of despair coming down over their lives. Many 
people feel like they have no energy and can’t 
concentrate. Others feel irritable all the time for 
no apparent reason. The symptoms vary from 
person to person. Most health professionals say 
if you feel “down” for more than two weeks, and 
these feelings are interfering with your daily life, 
you may be clinically depressed.

Clinical depression is a state of intense sad-
ness, melancholia or despair that has advanced 
to the point of being disruptive to an individual’s 
social functioning and/or activities of daily living. 
Although a low mood or state of dejection that 
does not aff ect functioning is often commonly 
referred to as depression, clinical depression is a 
medical diagnosis and may be diff erent from the 
everyday meaning of “being depressed”. Many 
people identify the feeling of being depressed 
as “being blue”, “feeling sad for no reason”, or 
“having no motivation to do anything”. Clinical 
depression is generally acknowledged to be more 
serious than normal depressed feelings.

There is an “ad” which goes something like: 
“Where does depression hurt? Everywhere. Who 
does depression hurt? Everyone.” There are many 
reasons why people suff er from depression. For 
some during winter, experts say it can be due to 
the lack of sunlight. For others it can be caused 
by illness or brought on by bereavement or the 
break up in a relationship. Whatever the cause it 
is important that anyone who is depressed would 
be treated with patience, kindness, understanding 
and love. It is also advisable that someone who is 
clinically depressed would seek medical help. 

Treatment will depend on the cause and 
severity of the depression and that is why it is 
important to seek professional advice. There are 
two things, which more health professionals are 
recommending that are non-medication and may 
be a great benefi t to many suff ers, they are exercise 

and meditation.
Exercise: It is widely believed that physical 

activity and exercise help depressed patients and 
promote quicker and better relief from depression. 
They are also thought to help antidepressants and 
psychotherapy work better and faster. It can be dif-
fi cult to fi nd the motivation to exercise if the depres-
sion is severe, but suff erers are encouraged to take 
part in some form of regularly scheduled physical 
activity. A workout need not be strenuous; many fi nd 
walking, for example, to be of great help. Exercise 
produces higher levels of chemicals in the brain, 
notably dopamine, serotonin, and norepinephrine. In 
general this leads to improvements in mood, which 
is eff ective in countering depression. 

Note that before beginning an exercise regime, 
it is wise to consult a doctor. He or she can estab-
lish whether a person has any health problems that 
could preclude some types of exercise.

Meditation: Meditation is increasingly seen 
as a useful treatment for depression. The current 
professional opinion on meditation is that it repre-
sents at least a complementary method of treating 
depression, a view that has been clearly under-
scored by the Mayo Clinic. Since the late 1990s, 
much research has been carried out to determine 
how meditation aff ects the brain. Although the 
eff ects on the mind are complex, they are often 
quite positive, encouraging a calm, refl ective, and 
rational state of mind that can be of great help 
against depression. 

Above all, I would encourage anyone suff ering 
from depression to be patient and kind to them-
selves as they seek relief from what is for many a 
very diffi  cult battle.

Thanks
A very sincere thanks to all those who made a 

contribution to support my running in the Chicago 
marathon to raise funds for two brother priests 
who work in poor parishes in Peru. It was a great 
experience and I was very impressed with the 
donations that I received. The total amount came 
to $2,938. Many, many thanks for your generous 
support.

New Year ‘07
Once again let me take this opportunity to 

wish all our readers and supporters, a peaceful 
and prosperous 2007.

If you have any comments, questions or 
concerns, please feel free to contact me at the 
offi  ce Tel. 312-337-8445. Cell 773-677-5341 or 
you can e-mail me at the following: siochan@
catholic.org 

For all your family and 
corporate catering needs.
Entertain in Style and still  

keep the bookkeeper happy!

773•774•4001

C A T E R I N G
7280 W. Devon Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60631

Main Offi ce
6734 Joliet Road

Countryside, IL 60525
(708) 485-3100

Darien Offi ce
7380 S. Route 83
Darien, IL 60561
(630) 655-3113

Burbank Offi ce
6053 W. 79th St.

Burbank, IL 60459
(708) 599-9860

Orland Park Offi ce
16250 S. LaGrange Road

Orland Park, IL 60467
(708) 873-1485

Chicago Offi ce
3323 N. Clark Street
Chicago, IL 60657

(773) 755-2500

“The Family Owned Bank for 
Families and Their Businesses”

Member FDIC

STATE BANK OF
COUNTRYSIDE
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Mel Gibson owes me. My lovely wife Mary and 
I helped put him over the top of box offi  ce grosses 
with our attendance at the opening weekend of 
Apocalypto. Hollywood was ready to fl ush his new 
movie right down the crapper, but it turned out to 
be pretty good. We spent sixteen bucks, some of 
which will end up in Mel’s pocket. So let me tell 
you what I thought Mel. 

The movie opens with a bunch of Indian guys, 
Mayans I later fi nd out, but they looked basically 
like the guys who cut lawns all over the western 
suburbs, except they were practically nude in 
loin cloths and most of them had bones in their 
noses. These guys are chasing a pig through the 
jungle with their spears and hooting and hollering 
and they fi nally catch this wild boar in a trap of 
sharpened spikes that snaps shut on Mr. Pig. Blood 
is gushing out all over the place and these nude 
Indian guys are cracking up and slicing it up for 
each other. It’s wild stuff , lemme tell ya. 

Mel knows how to grab you right from the start 
and take you on a thrill ride with these landscaper 
dudes. He’s also a little bit nuts because he loves 
to pour on the blood and guts, and even a buc-
caneer like me found it repulsive at times. The 
extreme violence forced me to dial it down a bit 
and I slumped down in my seat and got into my 
popcorn. What else you got?

As the story unfolds we learn who’s who in this 
Mayan tribe and start to like them. Then I start 
noticing how much they look like guys I know. I 
whispered to my wife, “That guy looks just like 
Tom Nardini.” Tom is an old pal of ours and one 
of the Indian guys was a dead ringer for him. As 
I studied the faces of the Mayans I found the late 
actor Eddie Albert with a hat made of leopard’s 
teeth on his head and a Number Two pencil shoved 
through his nostrils. 

“And look, there’s Dennis Rodman!”
Mary shooshed me and I slumped back in 

my seat and I must have dozed off . I started to 
dream myself right into the movie, and the next 
thing I knew I was standing with the rest of the 
lawnmower crew in a loincloth and a pork chop 
wrapped around my lower lip. My hands were tied 
and we were standing on top of their pyramid of 
human sacrifi ce. Uh oh. 

Drums were pounding and the high priest 

would slice you 
open on the altar, 
reach in and grab 
your still beating 
heart and hold it 
up for the scream-
ing crowd, then 

he’d toss it in a frying pan and signal the witch 
doctor to chop off  your noggin and toss it down 
the hundreds of steps to the frenzied crowd below. 
I searched through my ranks for Tom Nardini 
but the only guy I recognized was Rodman as he 
whipped us into line for pulverizing. 

A hush fell over us as six Nubian giants ap-
proached with a throne on theirs shoulders. The 
curtains parted on the throne and there she was, 
Oprah! On her right were Barack Obama and 
Steadman Graham, in loincloths with their arms 
folded, smirking. Rosie O’Donnell now played the 
high priest as she grabbed the next guy in line and 

tossed him on the altar. Now I was really scared. 
Nobody was speaking English and I was having 

diffi  culty understanding exactly what was being 
said, but I knew it didn’t look good for me and 
the other guys in my tribe. Suddenly Rosie turned 
to Oprah and said, “Ching chong, ching chong, 
Oprah, ching chong, cut off  testicles chong!

Oprah laughed and pointed at me, “Start with 
the smallest, that fat one with red nose.” 

Yikes! Steadman and Senator Obama grabbed 
me and pulled me toward the altar, I shouted out, 
“Mel, stop them, save me Mel!”

Mary shoved me as the folks in the surround-
ing row shooshed and shamed me into silence. 
Oh Thank God, only a nightmare, scarier than 
any movie.

Our Mayan hero eventually escaped the blood-
thirsty tribesmen who wanted to sacrifi ce him and 
made his way back to his village, where evil con-
tractors were constructing condominiums. Mel’s 

Horoscopes By Theresa Castro

ARIES: Let Saturn and Pluto work for you in 
dissolving some of the obstacles that are in 
your way. The month of January brings you 
just the opportunity to do what you could not 
do before. Do not squander the moment.
TAURUS: You are challenged by the planetary 
aspects in January. Health matters may be fore-
most in your life at this time. Do not despair! 
Venus is now in your corner making a grand 
angle to your sign. Keep the faith.
GEMINI: The planetary weather is supporting 
your opposite sign of Sagittarius and Capri-
corn. This means the focus is on the “other” 
people in your world. This does not have to 
mean anything bad. It means that you are pay-
ing more attention to a signifi cant other.
CANCER: Strange days are here. You cannot 
decide weather to come or go, or stay or fl ee. 
Do not worry about these things, go with 
the low and do your thing. Just know this, if 
something is meant to be, it will be.
LEO: This January will bring you plenty of 
opportunities to make right what you have not 
been able to reconcile in the past. Whatever 
it is Saturn has put a damper on your plans. 
Now you have the ammunition to make some 
headway on your chosen endeavor.
VIRGO: You are faced with a few challenges 
this January. Most of the planets are hovering 
in the sign of Sagittarius. This shows us the 
clash of the titans with respect to the angularity 
of the planets to each other. The New Year will 
usher in a new era for you to do your magic!

LIBRA: The planets are treating you O.K. 
this holiday season. You are being admired 
by someone who is returning to the dating 
scene. If you are interested, ask! You will be 
pleasantly surprised! 
SCORPIO: You will be feeling more normal in 
January. You will be back at work, and the king of 
your world. You will be tired of the holidays and 
grateful for the mundane tasks that the familiar 
work environment can off er. Welcome back.
SAGITTARIUS: Your finances are about to 
improve. The month of January will be most 
helpful in the area of personal wealth for you. 
Don’t be a nudge! Take advantage of this fl eet-
ing opportunity to hit it big.
CAPRICORN: You workaholic types can now 
revel in your mundane pursuit of wealth, power, 
and recognition. Do not however, forget your 
basic needs that defi ne you as a loving human 
being. There is always a price to pay for “tem-
poral” forms of success.
AQUARIUS: You have Jupiter and a host of 
other “secret” helpers in the background ral-
lying to your cause. You have done something 
in the distant past that has put you in good 
stead with those that can make a diff erence. Of 
course, you have forgotten those good deeds 
in the true spirit of living life to the fullest in 
each and ever moment.
PISCES: Dear Pisces, you are meek in your ways 
and loved by all. Those troubled souls that travel 
the earth take comfort in you presence here. You 
DO make a diff erence in this world. Your kindness 
will not be ignored by those that truly matter!

H Mike Houlihan 
ooliganism

MCNULTY
IRISH DANCERS

Adult & Children Classes
(3 years and older)

DANCE  LESSONS

10 Suburban Locations
for more information Contact:
Barbara McNulty Heneghan
T.C.R.G. 847-698-4434

fax 847-518-0863
email: irshdancr@aol.com

www.mcnultyirishdancers.com

Intimate Elegance
in a truly Irish setting

  For all your occasions

7280 W. Devon Avenue

 Events fr om 50-120 gues ts
 Christenings Communions Graduations Showers

Rehearsal Dinners Weddings Private Funeral Luncheons

Banquets

Call 773.774.4001

fi lm brought a message about the destruction of 
a civilization starting from within, and I couldn’t 
agree more. Apocalypto was pretty heavy on the 
chopping of limbs and organs but other than that 
a thrill ride, very scary. Thumbs up, Mel. Now 
come and see my movie. 
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Brendan Francis Behan, who was born in 
South Dublin in 1923. His family included 
some colorful characters, such as an uncle who 
wrote the Irish national anthem, as well as a 
grandmother who aided I.R.A. fugitives and even 
“served three years on an explosives charge.” At 
age 13, Behan walked out of school for the last 
time and joined his dad as a housepainter. Not 
content to just make ends meet, the ambitious 
lad eventually sought I.R.A. explosives training 
and, shortly after his sixteenth birthday, set off  to 
Liverpool with a backpack full of dynamite. 

However, Behan’s bombing debut backfi red. He 

return to Dublin, he found steady employment 
writing for the “Irish Times.” He also penned a 
play, “The Quare Fellow,” in which a prisoner 
is condemned to a fate at the end of a rope. This 
foreboding drama eventually catapulted Behan 
into international stardom. With his growing liter-
ary achievements and outlandish personality, the 
Irishman became a legendary fi gure. 

Self-described as a “drinker with a writing 
problem,” Behan’s inveterate copulation with 
booze resulted in some memorable public mo-
ments, such as his immediate expulsion from 
Francisco Franco’s Spain when, upon arrival, the 
jovially intoxicated writer announced to media that 
he had come for the very-much-alive dictator’s 
“funeral.” Another Behan classic came while 

giving a lecture at Montreal’s McGill University, 
where the quasi-staggering Irishman caught sight 
of a British monarch picture and launched into 
obscenity-laced vitriol. 

Having long ago lost a kidney in a precinct 
stomping, Behan’s barhopping antics only wors-
ened his battered body. In fact, he drank himself 
into diabetes, and then tried to fi ght his diabetes 
by drinking. In what would be his last bout with 
liquor, the forty-one-year-old collapsed on the 
fl oor of Dublin’s Harbor Lights Bar and was 
taken to nearby Meath Hospital. On the brink 
of eternity, the avowed disreputable soul made 
peace with the world by blessing several nuns 
at his bedside and then expressing his hope that 
their “sons all be bishops.”

Racing The Tide CD By 
The Elders

Fronted by a charismatic Irish singer from 
Wicklow, Ian Byrne, The Elders play their brand of 
Celtic Rock all over North America and Ireland. Im-
mensely popular, and high-energy, the band is based 
out of Kansas City. Their latest release is Racing The 
Tide (January 30, 2007, Pub Tone Records). 

Racing the Tide is the band’s fourth studio 
album, and the fi rst album to include the band’s 
newest member, keyboardist Joe Miquelon. He 
joined in March after the departure of accordionist 
Brett Gibson. 

The goal was to make a record that recreates 
the vibe of the live performances — no small feat, 
considering the intensity of the band’s shows. De-
voted fans will recognize a few of the songs on the 
album which they have been playing at live gigs 
for a while. But the album also off ers fresh new 
music, such as “Australia”, in which the band steps 
far outside the boundaries of Celtic/roots-rock and 
into a sound that is more speakeasy jazz/blues 
than anything.

www.eldersmusic.com

Maria McKee Live
Gritty, soulful solo performing and recording 

artist, Maria McKee, is releasing her fi rst ever live 
acoustic solo album, simple entitled, Maria McKee 
Live Acoustic on the Cooking Vinyl label.

The Maria McKee Live Acoustic album came 
to life right when McKee was about to go back 
into the studio to record a new album, (now set to 
be released in April 2007) spurred by an off er to 
play the Celtic Connections festival in Glasgow, 
Scotland. Rather than repeat the same set she 
had performed from her 2005 summer tour, she 
decided to mix it up and go it alone embarking 
on a solo tour across Western Europe and a few 
select U.S. dates.

McKee fi rst established herself in the L.A. mu-
sic scene as the lead singer of roots rockers Lone 
Justice. She has had her music featured in the fi lm 
Pulp Fiction with the song “If Love is a Red Dress 
(Hang Me in Rags”), opened for such acts as U2, 
and had a number one single in the U.K. with the 
song “Show Me Heaven” which appeared in the 
soundtrack of the fi lm Days of Thunder.

www.jlmpr.com 847-226-4056    joemcshane@comcast.net

CD’S AVAILABLE:
COME BY THE HILLS•LIFE OF THE ROVER•MY DEAR FATHER

JOE MCSHANE COMPOSED•FROM FETTERS TO FREEDOM

Sundays At Six Penny Bit 8pm - Midnight

Available solo or with
The Silverbridge Band
Festivals
Dinner Dances
Weddings
Parties

THE
SILVERBRIDGE
BAND

FINANCIAL PLANNING

Corrigan Financial Services, Inc.
Money Concepts Financial Planning Centre

Established 1980

Retirement Planning Specialist
for 

Individuals - Families - Business
Investment - Tax - Estate Planning

Call
   Mike & Chuck Corrigan  

(708)482-3800
Member International Association for Financial Planning

 

4727 W. 103rd Street 
Oak Lawn IL 60453

All phones: 708-636-1193
Owned by  SCI Illinois Services, Inc.

Blake-Lamb
Funeral Homes

Directors- Gerald Sullivan
                            Jeanne Sullivan

                                  Mary M. Sullivan

FUNERAL HOME

Burke - Sullivan
Funeral Home
6471 N. Northwest Highway

Chicago, IL 60630
(773) 774-3333
(708) 966-8818

5917 W Irving Park Rd Chicago 
(773) 777-3944

IBBONS
FUNERAL HOMES

www.gibbonsfuneralhomes.net

The Oaks Funeral Home
1201 E Irving Park Road Itasca

(630) 250-8588

Gibbons Funeral Home
134 South York Road Elmhurst 

(630) 832-0018

“Family Owned and Operated
For Over 65 Years”

Celtic   
  Scribes

By Ray Cavanaugh
of The Irish Emigrant

was arrested, taken to a 
precinct house, stomped 
into oblivion, dragged 
to a cell, then led to 
court where, black-eyed 
and limping, he testi-
fi ed to his “unyielding 
determination to regain 
every inch of Ireland’s 
national territory.” The 

audacious youth was then hauled away to Borstal 
Detention Center for a three-year stint, aptly 
chronicled in “The Borstal Boy” – a memoir 
masquerading as an outrageous novel – so amus-
ing it makes one wish one had spent adolescence 
in a reformatory. 

Though it proved great for Behan’s writing, 
captivity did absolutely nothing to make him a 
lawful citizen and, after enjoying his newfound 
freedom, the Borstal alum had a nasty gunfi ght 
with two detectives in the middle of Dublin’s 
Glasnevin Cemetery (where he now rests). By 
then a repeat attempted-murderer, he received a 
soul-destroying fourteen-year sentence to notori-
ous Mountjoy Prison. Once acclimated with the 
dismal venue, however, he made the most of his 
time by learning Irish from another inmate and 
entering into correspondence with writer Sean 
O’Faolain. Even more fortunate for Behan, his 
lengthy sentence was abruptly commuted after 
four years as part of a Christmas amnesty. 

Having already picked up the pen while in-
carcerated, the quick-witted ex-con found that he 
was a far better writer than bomber. He published 
several prose pieces in reputable journals and also 
spent some time in Paris with the likes of Albert 
Camus and Irishman Samuel Beckett. Such gen-
teel company infl uenced the young Behan, as the 
rebel spirit acquired some discipline. Upon his 
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Six Yanks CD by 
Barley Juice

The third ‘Juice album, meant 
for playing loud. Plenty more trad 
immersed within brilliant new 
originals by Swanson, Brewer & 
Carbomb. Not as much pandering 
to the fogies, and geared more to-
ward the upstarts of the paddy/rock 
generation. A heaping pile of ma-
larky minus the Malarky Brothers, 
Six Yanks is sham/rock at its best.

www.barleyjuice.com.

Lagan Opens 
Chicago Offi  ce

Lagan, a leading provider of 
enterprise software dedicated to 
streamlining the delivery of public 
services to constituents, has offi  -
cially opened their downtown Chi-
cago offi  ce at 200 West Jackson.

Lagan, headquartered in Belfast, 
Ireland, is a leading provider of so-
lutions that enable government or-
ganizations to be more responsive, 
accessible and eff ective in meeting 
the needs of citizens. Lagan’s fl ag-
ship product, Frontlink, is an enter-
prise case management and citizen 
relationship management solution 
that integrates into non-emergency 
3-1-1 systems or human services 
programs. 

Thomas O’Reilly, a Sinn Fein 
member of the north Ireland 
L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  f o r 
Fermanagh / South Tyrone, and 
Councilor for the Erne East area.

Sinn Fein Meets with Chicago’s Irish Community
By Bill Chambers

Thomas O’Reilly, a Sinn Fein mem-
ber of the north Ireland Legislative As-
sembly for Fermanagh / South Tyrone, 
Councilor for the Erne East area, and a 
full-time youth and community activist, 
met with the Chicago Irish community 
at Keegan’s on the Southside and the 
Six Penny Pub on the Northside. He 
spoke on the recent negotiations held 
at St. Andrews to restore partnership 
Government in the six counties, and 
to present an outline of Sinn Fein’s 
Campaign for a United Ireland. 

Councilor O’Reilly shared with his 
audience his growing up in a small 
farming community on an island of 
15 inhabitants in Fermanagh having 
to contend with the British checkpoint 
blocking access to the mainland 24 
hours-a-day, 7-days-a-week. Every day 
going to school or just leaving the island, 
he had to contend with harassment, ask-
ing for IDs (on an island of 15 people) 
and constant searches. From his early 
experiences with the RUC, he had fi rst-
hand experience with them as a police 
force and not a police service as giving 
them your ID was always dangerous as 
it could be handed over to loyalist death 
squads operating in the area. British 
army helicopters continually harassed 
the farmers – whether it was driving their 
cattle into rivers and ditches, landing in 

soon to be harvested fi elds, or blowing 
soot from chimneys throughout the 
house with their downdrafts – all done in 
the name of providing security. All roads 
leading from north to south were tightly 
controlled by a few checkpoints.

He described the changes the land-
scape in the north has seen. All the 
checkpoints and watchtowers are gone; 
there are no roving army patrols; and 
the remaining 5,000 British troops 
are confined to their barracks. The 
Northern Ireland Offi  ce is busy selling 
off  the land confi scated by the British 

army. In a tactic heard about in Saddam 
Hussein’s Iraq, the British often placed 
these bases close to populated areas 
– using the people as human shields – so 
that now with the land being valuable 
- Sinn Fein is working on getting this 
land returned to the people instead of 
having it sold off  to developers.

Councilor O’Reilly described the 
growth of Sinn Fein particularly among 
young people now that they have been 
abandoned by the older politicians of 
the UUP, DUP, and SDLP. Sinn Fein has 
continued to count on its strength on the 
ground with community issues – espe-
cially in the south where the main parties 
have abandoned the working class who 
are seeing a continual rise in the cost of 
services. The campaign to see a united 
Ireland continues to gain momentum 
with Sinn Fein reaching out to unionists 
and with the business community in the 
north already combining north and south 
economic issues in actions as simple as 
changing the cell phone roaming rules 
between north and south. Politicians in 
the south, like Bertie Ahern, have given 
lip service to a united Ireland. Com-
menting on Ahern’s statement that he 
is working on a “green paper” for Irish 
unity, Councilor O’Reilly said that he 
must be a very slow writer.

The recent negotiations at St. An-
drews to revive the Assembly and insti-
tutions of the Good Friday Agreement 
led to no agreement among the parties 

after three days with the British and 
Irish governments providing proposals 
of their own. Since this time, these 
proposals have been implemented into 
law by Westminster. Councilor O’Reilly 
explained that the governments want 
Sinn Fein to sign up to support the 
policing service before there is a 
devolved government. Sinn Fein’s posi-
tion is that there must be accountability 
mechanisms set up fi rst before that can 
happen. The Special Branch is still a 
force within a force and there are still 
RUC members who have been part of 
a history of collusion still serving on 
the force. The Assembly must be up 
and running with ministers and elected 
representatives who will hold the 
police and justice system accountable. 
Even now there is still no jury system 
in place. When these safeguards are 
agreed to, only then will Sinn Fein call 
a special Ard Fheis to decide whether 
to support policing.

Councilor O’Reilly emphasized how 
important international opinion has been 
in the past and how now it must be used 
to pressure the two governments to fol-
low through on fully implementing the 
Good Friday Agreement and creating a 
true police service. He encouraged the 
Chicago Irish community to write their 
representatives to support reviving self-
government in the north and to demand 
that policing and the justice system are 
accountable to all people in the north.
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Author Rita Emmett will give 
a talk, Secrets to Blast Away Pro-
crastination this winter. The talk 
is based on her 2000 book, The 
Procrastinator’s Handbook: Master-
ing the Art of Doing It Now. Emmett 
will sign and sell her book, which 
the Chicago Tribune called “…en-
tertaining, delightfully honest and 
ultimately helpful.”

Emmett will speak and sign her 
book on Sunday, January 7, 2007, 
from 2-4pm in the IAHC Library 
at 4626 N. Knox Avenue, Chicago. 
The cost for the event is $5 and 
refreshments will be served. For 

Authors Meeting 
The next meeting of the Authors 

Marketing Group will be on Tuesday, 
January 30th at the Woodridge Public 
Library at 7pm. The guest speaker will 
be J.A. (Joe) Konrath, author of Whis-
key Sour, presently on his second, three-
book deal from Hyperion Press. Joe 
recently completed a two-month book 
tour and his knowledge and expertise 
of the publishing industry and insight 
on how to sell a book is second to 
none. A future meeting of the group is 
scheduled for Tuesday, March 27th. Jen 
Wilding and Renetta Dudzinski from 
the Chicago Writers Association will 
speak. They will discuss the topic of 
good reading presentation to improve 
sales and selling books in non-book-
store retail shops. More information 
can be found on group’s website: www.
authorsmarketinggroup.org.

Irish Artists Series Features A Percy French Matinee

Local Author Discusses Procrastination

8th Grade Lady Lancers from St. Damian School in Oak Forest win 2006 Basketball Tournaments Champions of the Marist High 
School and Marian Catholic High School Tournaments, from left to right: Francesca Chimera, Brittney Doyle, Kelly Danaher, 
Teagan Walsh, Meagan James, Katie Kelly, Nora O’Sullivan, Jessica Jones, Hannah Conway and Amanda Magee.

information, call the IAHC at 773-
282-7035, ext. 10.

Irish American News Launches Ohio Editon

2007 Brigid Awards
The Ninth Annual Brigid Awards 

will be held February 23, 2007 at 
the Hyatt Regency Chicago Crsytal 
Ballroom - West Tower, 151 E. 
Wacker Dr. Chicago. 

This year’s honorees are Mardge 
Cohen, MD; Carmen Velasquez; 
and Samantha Power. 

To make your reservations to attend 
this gala event, or to get more informa-
tion please visit www.concernusa.org.

IAN Ohio debuted across the state 
of Ohio January 1, 2007. In our me-
ticulous research to decide which Irish 
Americans would appreciate getting 
news just for them, we picked Ohio. 
With seven Irish festivals in seven cit-
ies across the state, it seemed a natural 
choice. End of research!

Another driving force in the deci-
sion to open in Ohio was our Associate 
Publisher, John O’Brien Jr. Based in 
Cleveland, John knows his state well, 

and is immersed in everything Irish. 
John gathers most of the editorial 
for the paper, decides on many of the 
distribution outlets,  and heads up the 
advertising sales.

To advertise, subscribe, submit 
editorial or become a distribution 
outlet for the paper, call John at 216-
251-0772, or email him at jobrien@
irishamericannews.com. You can also 
call the Chicago offi  ce at 708-445-
0700.

The IAHC will host an afternoon 
of music, art and poetry with A Percy 
French Matinee this winter. The event 
features songs and poetry from the Irish 
community, including actors Brigid 
Duffy Gerace and musicians Frank 
Gleeson, Mike King, Pat McKenna and 
Mary Grimes and a slide presentation 
of French’s watercolors. 

William Percy French was born in 
County Roscommon in 1854. He wrote 
his fi rst successful song while studying 
at Trinity College in 1877. He was a 
civil engineer in County Cavan and 
it is thought that wrote his best songs 
during this period. French was also a 
prolifi c painter of landscape watercol-
ors and during this period considered 
art to be his true vocation. 

As a songwriter and entertainer, 
French became renowned for com-
posing and singing comic songs and 
gained considerable distinction with 

such songs as Are Ye Right There Mi-
chael. French died from pneumonia 
in 1920. 

A Percy French Matinee is Sunday, 
January 7 from 4-5:30 pm in the au-
ditorium at the IAHC, 4626 N Knox 
Avenue, Chicago. It is part of the on-
going Irish Artist Series, sponsored by 
the IAHC’s Cultural Committee. The 
cost is $10 and includes the ticket and 
refreshments. Tickets can be purchased 
at the door. For more information, call 
773-282-7035, ext. 10.
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Child Development Lab School Celebrates 1st Year

Chicago Health & Physical Therapy Center S.C.
Healthcare At Its Best

Richard J. Dietzen, D.C., Medical Director 
Andrew Serlin, D.C.

Jaclyn M. DiGiacomo, P.T., D.P.T.

Chiropractic Physicians • Rehabilitation • Acupuncture
Specialty Consultants in: Orthopedics, Internal, and Physical Medicine
Pain / Injuries / Health Evaluations / Yoga Classes / Massage Therapy

/ Physical Therapy

Check our website: www.chicagohealthandpt.com

5545 W. Montrose, Chicago 773-282-6648
Call us for a complimentary evaluation with this ad

Students in Saint Xavier University’s Child Development Laboratory 
School sing songs as part of the school’s fi rst birthday celebration. 
(Photo by Art Morgan courtesy of Saint Xavier University.)

Saint Xavier University’s 
Child Development Laborato-
ry School recently celebrated 
its fi rst birthday of providing 
full-day preschool for area 
families. The lab school pro-
vides developmentally appro-
priate education for children 
3 to 5 years old. The school 
currently serves 22 students 
but has openings for more, 
and integrates teaching, learn-
ing and service, benefi ting 
children and their families as 
well as future teachers. Open 
year-round, the lab school 
uses Creative Curriculum, a 
play-based plan of activities 
for preschool-aged children 
that focuses on the environ-
ment. Programs are avail-
able from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. daily with choices of 
Monday through Friday (fi ve 
days); Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday (three days) or 
Tuesday and Thursday (two 
days). A one-time annual 
registration fee of $35 is due 
with application. For more 
information, please contact 
the Saint Xavier University 
Laboratory School at (773) 
298-4344 or visit www.sxu.
edu/child_care.
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Originally from Belfast, Northern Ire-
land, Seamus Kennedy has been entertain-
ing audiences all over the U.S. for close 
to three decades. He travels the country 
performing for thousands of people each 
year, from Alaska to Florida, from Maryland 
to California. Seamus does his act for audi-
ences ranging from Popes and Presidents 
to bartenders and bricklayers, from college 
students to kindergartners.   

He arrived in New York fresh out of Uni-
versity College, Dublin, where he majored 
in languages. It was as an athlete, however, 
that he came to the United States. Gaelic 
football and hurling teams in the New York 
League brought players from Ireland each 
summer, and since he had played hurling 

The Pogues From Red 
Roses to Hell’s Ditch

Rhino Records has remastered all fi ve 
studio albums by Celtic Punk Collective 
featuring Shane McGovern and expanded 
each with bonus tracks. 

Soulful and soused, usually in equal parts, 
The Pogues‘ music combined the youthful spirit 
of punk with ancient Celtic melodies to create 
a sublime racket that’s been described as the 
Sex Pistols setting fi re to The Chieftains. Rhino 
Records raises a pint in one hand and a fi stful of 
Pogues in the other with these remastered and 
expanded versions of the Band’s fi rst fi ve studio 
albums - Red Roses For Me, Sodomy & The Lash, 
If I Should Fall From Grace With God, Peace & 
Love, and Hell’s Ditch. 

For more information visit www.rhino.com.

In praise of Burn The Maps, Esquire magazine 
bestowed The Frames with its 2006 Esky Award 
for “Best Import.” And early acclaim at home has 
been decidedly strong for its forthcoming disc. 
The Evening Herald called The Cost “the best 
thing The Frames have done. It’s a tour-de-force 
by a band at its peak.” 
For more information, visit www.theframes.ie.

“On The Rocks” By Seamus Kennedy 

The Frames 6th disc 
The Frames, acknowledged as one of Ireland’s 

most successful current bands, will release 
their sixth studio album, The Cost, in the U.S. 
on February 20, 2007. Recorded and mixed at 
France’s Black Box Studios in March and April 
2006, the disc continues the ongoing relationship 
with producer David Odlum – who played guitar 
in the band from 1990 – 2002 and past engineer 
Stephen Fitzmaurice.

According to front man Glen Hansard, The 
Cost was recorded completely live. Retaining 
the signature Frames feel and texture but with 
more space and warmth than any of their previous 
outings, Hansard calls the follow up to 2005’s 
Burn The Maps, “our Seventies folk record... 
Gordon Lightfoot, early Elton John, that kind of 
feel.” Preceding its worldwide 2007 release, The 
Cost – which counts “Falling Slowly,” “Song For 
Someone,” and “The Side You Never Get To See” 
among its ten tracks – dropped in its homeland 
on September 22nd.
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and football at U.C.D. and for his county, 
he saw action right away at Gaelic Park. 
After the games, the team went to a pub in 
the Bronx for some light refreshment and a 
singalong with Seamus supplying the guitar 
accompaniment. The singalong became so 
popular that the bar owner off ered to pay 
Seamus to do it on a regular basis. So, he 
turned pro. As he says: “I was getting paid 
for doing something I loved, and I wasn’t 
getting knocked about on the fi eld. It was a 
lot easier on my body.” 

Word of Seamus’ talents began to spread. 
He began to tour frequently outside the re-
gion. Today, he is one of the hardest working 
musicians around, doing over 250 dates a 
year and it is a rare weekend that fi nds him 
performing close to home.   

Continual interaction is a Seamus Ken-
nedy trademark. He talks directly to his au-
dience and isn’t a bit fl ustered if they decide 
to talk back! He loves to see people really 
having a good time, and he will encourage 
making requests, singing along or acting 
out choruses. With his vast repertoire and 
rapier wit, he has the ability to make folks 
forget their cares for a while, to relax and 
enjoy themselves.

He has an endless supply of rib-tickling 
jokes, stories and one-liners which can 

leave an audience breathless with mirth. 
But the Irish have their serious side too, and 
when Seamus performs a more thought-
provoking ballads such as Phil Coulter’s 
“The Town I Love So Well” or Pete St. 
John’s “Dublin In The Rare Old Times” the 
hush that descends on the room is one of 
the greatest compliments an audience can 
extend to a performer.   

Seamus sings the music of his native land 
with emotion born of knowing it’s history and 
confl icts fi rsthand. But he is far from simply 
a singer of Celtic songs. While he loves to 
perform the traditional and contemporary 
tunes of Ireland and Scotland, he is equally 
profi cient with American music, whether it 
be folk, country, pop or bluegrass. He can 
cut loose on a Texas swing number, follow it 
with a parody and segue into a heart-rending 
ballad from Australia.   

This diversity is also reflected in his 

nine recordings, many of which were taped 
before live audiences, and which feature 
something for everyone, from the silly to 
the serious, from instrumentals to a capella 
vocals, with a healthy dose of humor thrown 
in.  www.CDBaby.com
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The Legacy of 
John Charles 
McQuaid

“And thus I clothe 
my naked villainy
With odd old ends 
stol’n out of holy writ

And seem a saint when most I play the devil.”
— Shakespeare’s King Richard III

“I was flogged by [Archbishop John Charles] 
McQuaid,“ says Robert Geldoff, father of the 
famous Bob. “I had to kneel down and lift up the 
shirt after being reprimanded for impudence for 
defending another student who was victimised by a 
priest unfi tted for the Black Rock classroom after a 
traumatic spell in Africa.”

— From John Cooney’s outstanding study of 
McQuaid, John Charles McQuaid — Ruler of 
Catholic Ireland.

So, just when you think they have slunk away 
forever, like a bad dose of the blues they are back. 
The politicians here this week have been debating 
the lowering of the age of consent to sixteen. Hor-
rendous idea, of course, but a concept that should 
have been left up to the people and their servants 
— the politicians — to work out.

Ah, if only life were that simple. Instead we 
had the representatives of the newly resurfacing 
Mother Church sticking their oar in. I actually 
gasped (and outside of movies you don’t see that 
too often) when they blew their chests up and 
announced that they considered this to be im-
moral. Yeah, Father, we simple morons know it’s 
immoral but you’re the guys who thought it was 
right to have sex with six year olds, and that was 
without her/his consent, so how bloody dare you 
sanctimonious shower lecture us? 

I really had thought that we had begun to sepa-
rate Church and State; that the legacy of McQuaid 

was gone. But obviously no. For those too young to 
remember he was the grisly fi gure presiding over 
all aspects of Irish life until as recently as 1972. No 
politician would have dared raise a voice against 
him. His infl uence and that of Mother Church was 
felt everywhere. Yet a scant two decades later the 
genie was out of the bottle, and all because of the 
relatively harmless indiscretions of the Bishop of 
Galway, who was found to have had fathered a 
child by a consenting female adult. One without 
too much taste in guys, admittedly, but still—that 
key word, consenting. Yes, I know, he ripped off  
the collection plate while he was at it, but by 
today’s standards...

Now in the eighties we found ourselves up 
to our armpits in Bishop Comiskey, pedophile 
priests, the Christian Brothers and a dozen other 
talking points, none of them good.

Never mind the continuing debates on divorce 
and abortion, this was what it took to soften 
people up and prepare them for the next revela-
tion. Namely, that the politicians we had elected 
to serve us had forgotten their place — and in 
fairness, we had allowed them to forget — and 
had been for years siphoning so much money into 
off -shore accounts that they had, in eff ect, set up 
an alternative economy.

“As a nation we are living beyond our means,” 
we were lectured to by our then ruler Charles 
Haughey, who was all the while telling Allied Irish 
Banks to go and screw themselves for trying to get 
him to pay his debts. He, of course, was too busy 
with his mistress as they symbolically dined off  
his best friend’s liver. (I don’t have the space to 
go into this: check out this particular story on the 
Internet, it’s a Hannibal Lecter beauty).

Ironically, how we came to learn what our 
masters were up to could ultimately be traced 
back to a hotel balcony in Florida, where the 
supermarket giant Ben Dunne was having his 
nose dusted for fi ngerprints. Perhaps we could 
even trace it farther back to the I.R.A.s (that won-
derful band of mass-murderers... sorry, I meant 
freedom fi ghters, what was I thinking?) decision 
to kidnap him. After all, it was his cocaine-fuelled 
fl ashback to that traumatic event that fi nally led 
to us hearing about the donations to Haughty; 
and that would lead us to the Golden Circle of 
super wealthy Irishmen who believed that taxes 
were for the little people. That would lead to us 
hearing about the off shore Ansbacher Accounts 
that had been responsible for so many mansions 
in such a small (and at that time poor) country. 
In the end it would lead to us being very afraid 
indeed, as we learned that those who made the 
decisions about our hospitals and schools and 

transport suff ered, on selective occasions, from 
frightening memory lapses, and a sort of verbal 
amnesia loop that manifested itself through the 
mantra: “I have no recollection, your honour; I 
have no recollection...”

However, it was probably one single awful 
event that, more than any other, really shook 
people out of their apathy (albeit briefl y), made 
them look at each other and ask themselves what 
they had allowed their country to become. For 
on June 26 of 1996 some murderous vermin felt 
so confi dent in the inability of the law to touch 
them that they assassinated a young female crime 
reporter in broad daylight.

The assassination of Veronica Guerin galva-
nised and focused the people’s anger in a way 
that no other single event seemed to have been 
able to do. The institution of the Church had been 
rotten to its heart; the majority of our elected 
representatives were perceived as too busy lin-
ing their pockets to be of use to anyone. Now 
the Law was shown up as helpless in the face 
of organised crime bosses who appeared to be 
beyond their reach. For the fi rst time the people 
spoke really loudly and really bitterly. So loudly 
and so bitterly in fact that even our shower of 
politicians felt they had to rush through emer-
gency legislation. Within a week, new laws were 
in eff ect that would lead to the jailing of many 
of those involved in Veronica’s murder, and to 
the seizing of their assets.

But now it’s back to business as usual. The 
Church has its nose stuck once more where it’s not 
wanted and the politicians are afraid of this desert 
religion once again. Yesterday a colleague and a 
fi ne writer and interviewer had to continually cau-
tion the distraught mother of a dead son because 
she insisted in calling what had happened to him 
murder. She was warned that if she persisted they 
might well all be sued by the perpetrator since 
he is only serving seven years for manslaughter, 
not murder. So as we know he’ll be out in four. 
In case you’re wondering what this fi ne upstand-
ing member of the manslaughter community did 
that was NOT murder, he held a young man in a 
headlock while he stabbed him 14 times, ten of 
them through the head. I’m down the rabbit hole 
and through the looking glass again, friends! Will 
someone tell me why we can’t call that kind of 
atrocity a murder?

I don’t hear Mother Church bleating about that 
one, though. Guess it went below their radar. They 
have more things to worry about, like the Satanic 
infl uence of the Harry Potter novels. McQuaid, 
don’t worry about it: whatever ninth circle of Hell 
you are in, be happy that your legacy lives on. 
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This sought-after Irish-American group is performing just in time 
to celebrate St. Patricks Day. Buy your tickets now to be a part of an 
unforgettable evening on Saturday, March 10, 2007 at 8:00 p.m. at 
the James Lumber Center for the Performing Arts, College of Lake 
County, Grayslake, IL Mainstage Theatre.

Cherish The Ladies has grown from a one-time concert concept 
to a traditional music sensation-literally the most successful and 
sought after Irish-American group in Celtic music history. With their 
spectacular blend of virtuosi instrumental talents, beautiful vocals, 
captivating arrange-
ments and stunning 
step dancing, this 
powerhouse group 
combines all the 
facets of Irish tra-
ditional culture and 
puts it forth in an 
immensely humor-
ous and entertaining 
package. For pric-
ing, availability and 
to buy tickets online, 
visit www.clcilli-
nois.edu/tickets or 
call 847-543-2300.

Review of The Pirate Queen

The Pirate Queen, a lavish Irish folk opera 
produced by Moya Doherty and John McColgan, 
premiered at the Cadillac Palace Theater in Chi-
cago last month. The newly refurbished theatre 
with its ornate gold fi xtures and striking art work 
provided a striking setting for what turned out 
to be an original and often entertaining work. 
Nothing, it seems, was spared on the $15 million 
production, the fi rst Broadway musical ever by 
Irish based producers. The numbers are impres-
sive. There is a cast of 42 and a behind the scenes 
production team of nearly twice that many.

The premiere followed months of intensive 
promotion and nearly a month of fully staged 
previews. There were banners announcing the 
show on most Chicago lampposts, repetitious full 
page advertisements in various mass circulation 
newspapers and numerous television commer-
cials. Around town the image appeared of an 
Irish lass sporting come-hither eyes rising like 
Aphrodite from the depths of the ocean. Her dark 
tresses rolled around her cheeks into a mysterious 
and endless ocean wave, 

All that hype raised eyebrows and questions. 
Critics wondered if the show would fl ounder and 
sink before it was properly launched. “Will Pirate 
Queen sail too early?” the Chicago Tribune asked 
shortly before the premiere. It noted an absence 
of “memorable” songs. While the answer to the 
Trib’s questions remain to be seen—the show will 
not move to Broadway until next year—the show 
will probably sail and may even produce a profi t-
able cargo. But only if it is reworked. There is a 
lack of back story for people unfamiliar with Irish 
history, too little dramatic confl ict and a failure 
of character development. “The Irish-English 
struggle, so known to us, needs a little more sign-
posting for American audiences. There are things 
we were taking for granted,” Doherty conceded to 
the New York Post following the premier.

The actual show, which is almost completely 
in song, is the product of Alain Boublil and 
Claude-Michel Schonberg who wrote Les 
Miserables and Miss Saigon. It is directed by 
Frank Galati. The story is based more or less 
on the tempestuous sixteenth century life of the 

Irish folk hero Grace 
O’Malley (Stephanie 
J. Block) as depicted 
in a novel by Morgan 
Llywelyn. It traces her 
life from her days as a 
tomboy on the shore of 

Clew Bay, through her rocky marriage to Donal 
O’Flaherty (Marcus Chait) of a neighboring clan, 
to becoming a warrior chieftain and eventually 
facing Queen Elizabeth (Linda Balgord) in her 
court in London. But the show does not really 
build up to much of a climax. Instead, it tends to 
drift in doldrums. There is too much of Grace’s 
father Dubhdara (Jeff  McCarthy,) in the fi rst act 
and too little of her. In the second act, the writers 
try to settle Grace’s unhappy marriage, reunite 
her with her childhood love Tiernan (Hadley 
Fraser) and resolve the Irish-English military 
and political power struggle. Any one of these 
would be a tall order. But trying to do all three 
runs the show onto rocks.

In tone, the show is unabashedly Hiberno-na-
tionalistic and feministic. Both the singing and 
dancing routines portray the Irish as virile while 
the English are shown invariably as namby-pamby. 

The feminist images appear in both the English 
and Irish storylines. Queen Elizabeth repeatedly 
cuts her envoy Bingham down to size and says she 
prefers the company of eunuchs. On the Irish side, 
macho Grace O’Malley frequently bests the men. 
One of the loudest bursts of applause occurred 
when she unceremoniously kicks her husband in 
the codpiece and sends him reeling. 

On the positive side, this critic has never 
previously seen more elaborate costuming, stage 
scenery or slicker scene changes. The gowns 
and period dress are beautiful, elaborate and 
authentic. One scene blends seamlessly into 
another, moving from ship to shore, court to 
countryside or palace to peninsula with a speed 
and dexterity that seem to defy logic. The staging 
and acting are nothing if not realistic, features 
not expected nor often seen in a musical. Fog is 
used eff ectively for sea mist as is strobe lighting, 
rattling sails and musical crescendos to simulate 
storms at sea and naval battles. Some in the 
audience even ducked when the cannon blasts 
went off  and rattled the rafters. 

The singing is compelling throughout and 
without obvious weakness. The most outstand-
ing singer is Aine Ui Cheallaigh as Evleen. She 

has a pure, true unforced mezzo-soprano voice. 
As might be expected from a show staged by 
the producers of Riverdance, the choreography 
is intricate and energetic. The dancers hit their 
marks precisely and on cue. The audience was 
obviously delighted. They applauded loudly and 
gave the performers a standing ovation with ear 
piercing whistles at the end. 

What about shortcomings? The storyline is 
predictable and contains no surprises. There 
are no lighthearted or toe tapping tunes. As 
far as this critic could see, no one left the 
theater singing or humming. If anyone goes 
to the show expecting a repeat of Riverdance, 
they are in for a disappointment. There is some 
rollicking Irish footwork of the type seen in 
Riverdance, most notably in the wedding 
scene. But there is not much anyplace else. 
The producers obviously want something dif-
ferent and they have it. But will audiences buy 
it? They will, if money can sell it, since the 
producers apparently have no shortage of that. 
According to the New York Post, Doherty and 
McColgan tried—unsuccessfully—to buy the 
New York Hilton on Broadway where the show 
is scheduled to open on April 5, 2007.

Cherish the Ladies at College of Lake County
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with Celtic Vocals

BY SEAN CALLAN
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Who Are Scots-Irish 
Americans?

“Those confounded Irish.” That 
is how they were referred to in the 
Puritan colonies in New England 
in the 1600’s.

• George Washington knew them 
well because they made up about a third 
of his army. In 1778, after the terrible 
winter at Valley Forge, he feared that 
the revolution might be over. If that 
happened, Washington thought that he 
would march his small army up the val-
ley of Virginia. “There I’ll plant my fl ag, 
for the last stand, among the Scots-Irish 
people. They’ll never surrender.”

• The second oldest St. Patrick’s Pa-
rade in the United States, began in 1824 
in Savannah, Georgia. About 400,000 
people participated in it in March, 2006. 
Who are those Southerners who are so 
proud of their Irish ancestry?

• What do all of these Americans 
have in common? John Wayne, Mark 
Twain, Edgar Allen Poe, Andie Mc-
Dowell, Ulysses S. Grant, Andrew 
Jackson, Audie Murphy, George 
Patton, Robert Redford, George C. 
Scott, and Johnny Cash.

• Eleven presidents have been Scots-
Irish including Ronald Reagan (through 
his mother) and Bill Clinton.

Who are the Scots-Irish people?
James Webb has written and en-

grossing book of history and biography 
to answer that question. He wrote Born 
Fighting: How the Scots-Irish Shaped 
America by James Webb. Broadway 
Books-Random House Inc.; New 
York, 2005; 371 pages; $14.95. www.
broadwaybooks.com.

The fi rst of the Scots-Irish presidents 
was Andrew Jackson. A typical Scots-
Irishman, Jackson insisted on the equal-
ity of all Americans; wanted each man 
to have one vote, even if that person 
didn’t own property; and he stopped 
government privileges for the growing 
New England aristocracy of wealth.

The author of this fascinating book 
about the Scots-Irish is James Webb. 
He is the recently elected Senator from 
Virginia. His election has received great 
notice because it gave control of the 
Senate to the Democrats.

Webb was Assistant Secretary of 
Defense and Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy under Ronald Reagan. He 
is a man of many distinctions. He 
has written six best-selling novels; 
received an Emmy Award for Jour-
nalism; and taught literature at the 
university level.

No wonder that this book is very 
readable. He has a sure eye for the 
dramatic detail. And he has a talent 
for showing a person’s total character 
by telling us one incident in that 
person’s life. 

Randall Wallace, author of Brave-
heart, so admires Webb’s writing that 
he says “James Webb writes like Scots-
Irish warriors take to the battlefi eld 
- with power and purpose, with courage 
and clarity.”

The story of the Scots-Irish begins 
long ago when Roman emperors sent 
armies to invade and subjugate Western 
Europe. The people those armies fought 
against were Celtic people.

Webb says of the Celts: “They 
made beautiful jewelry and carvings. 
They were poetic and warlike. They 
followed strong leaders, even to their 
deaths. They brought their women and 
children to the battlefi eld and put them 
behind their ranks so they would be sure 
not to retreat. And they did not retreat. 
But they refused to recognize leadership 
beyond their local tribes and thus would 
not become a nation.”

The Romans followed a policy of 
- divide and conquer - just like the 
British would later do in many parts of 
the world. The Romans were successful 
and the Celts were conquered. The most 
resourceful, bravest, toughest and lucki-
est of them went to Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales, etc. 

The Romans even walled them off . 
The built Hadrian’s Wall to keep the 
Scottish Celts separate from England.

In the Middle Ages, there was close 
linguistic and cultural similarity, and 
much trade, between the Celts on 
Ireland’s Antrim Coast and the Scot-
tish Celts. So much so, that the Irish 
Celts were called Scotti. The name 
transferred to the Scottish Celts and 

their land has been called Scotland 
ever since.

I have always advocated in this 
column, that Catholic Irish Americans 
should accept Protestant Irish Ameri-
cans as fellow Irish Americans. They 
are our cultural cousins, only with a 
diff erent view of Christianity. But they 
are Irish Americans just the same.

Johnny Cash must have been thinking 
of this common Irishness when he wrote 
the song “Forty Shades of Green.”

Webb says: “The Arkansas-born 
Scots-Irish Cash also wrote and sang 
‘Forty Shades of Green’, one of the 
most memorable paeans to Ireland 
ever written, symbolic of the emotional 
bonding of the two formerly warring 
ethnic strains that has journeyed form 
the Emerald Isle to America.”

That awareness of our common 
Irishness is becoming reality. Recent 
census data show more Americans 
are identifying themselves as Irish-
Americans.

Scots became Protestants because, 
as historian James Leyburn points 
out, on the eve of the Reformation in 
Scotland in the mid-1500’s, the Catholic 
Church “…had amassed…property 
estimated to consist of more than a third 
of all of the land in [Scotland] and half 
of its wealth.”

“Spiritually [and morally] the 
Church was bankrupt and exhibited 
a ‘profane lewdness of life’ in general 
at all levels.

During this period, there was des-
perate poverty in Scotland and the 
English government took advantage 
of this. Scots were sent to Ulster, in 
Northern Ireland, to settle on the land 
that English armies had recently taken 
from the Irish. The position of these 
settlers “... is anathema to some Irish 
Catholics, who look at this migration 
as having sown the seeds of the cur-
rent troubles in Ireland, No matter that 
Presbyterians and Catholics suff ered 
many of the same legal and political...” 
abuse and discrimination at the hands 
of the English and the hierarchy of their 
Anglican Church.

When these two people began to 
emigrate to America, James Webb 
says because of “... the common Celtic 
origins of these two groups [Scots-Irish 
and Irish Catholics] brought many 
similarities, especially in their military 
traditions, their affi  nity for politics, and 
their literary prowess.”

Webb says: “To a few Irish Catho-
lics, the Scots-Irish remain a people 
apart who should still be battled or 
at best kept at a distance. If you are 
Protestant, the logic goes, you have 
no claim to being truly Irish.” This 
attitude to Protestant Irish Americans 
is rapidly changing, as we hold on to 
our Irish heritage and rejoice in our 
common culture.

James Webb uses the past tense in 

this quote, but the present tense can 
be used too. “These were the kind of 
people you would want covering your 
back in a barroom brawl or protecting 
your fl ank in the next foxhole while 
waiting for an enemy to make a night at-
tack. They were the kind of people who 
would fi ght like madmen, then after it 
was over, look down at a dead friend 
or relative and cry like babies. They 
were the kind of people who would die 
in place rather than retreat if they had 
given you their word that they would 
be there for you. And they were not 
the kind of people you would ever, ever 

want to set in action against you.”
The Scots-Irish people have had an 

enormous impact on democracy. Tom 
Wolfe says of the Scots-Irish that they 
have “created the core beliefs of democ-
racy American-style: our rights come 
from God, not the government; all of 
us are born equal and ‘born aristocrats’ 
don’t exist; and tread on either of those 
two truths, and we’ll fi ght you down to 
the last unbroken hyoid bone.”

You’ll enjoy reading this vivid, pow-
erful and dramatic book, Born Fighting: 
How the Scots-Irish Shaped America by 
James Webb.

Re-Imagining Ireland
Re-Imagining Ireland relates how 

a storied island is transforming its 
politics, economics, religious life, and 
culture for the twenty-fi rst century.

In May of 2003, more than one hun-
dred renowned Irish writers, scholars, 
artists, and musicians, and political 
and religious figures converged in 
Charlottesville, Virginia to talk about 
the present realities and future trajec-
tory of Irish culture. Re-Imagining 
Ireland presents the outgrowth of these 
proceedings, providing a generous 
and varied sampling of the broad and 
lively discussion the participants had at 
the conference. Each of the ten main 
essays is followed and complemented 
by shorter, topically related pieces 
from the likes of Roddy Doyle, Colm 
Toibin, Frank McCourt, and many oth-
ers. The volume also includes a DVD 
of the companion documentary fi lm 
Re-Imagining Ireland, which has aired 
on several PBS stations as well as on 
RTE (Irish public television).

Best of Mary McGrory: 50 Years
of Washington Commentary
By Mary McGrory

I rish Books and 

BY FRANK WEST

Plays in Review

Re-Imagining Ireland Edited by 
Andrew Higgins Wyndham. University 
of Virginia Press, 2006. Published in 
association with the Virginia Founda-
tion for the Humanities. ISBN: 978-0-
8139-2544-4; 296 pages; dvd; $34.95. 
www.upress.virginia.edu

Liberal columnist Mary McGrory 
aff ected many lives with her hard-
hitting no-nonsense perspective on 
a variety of issues. Now, her many 
readers have the opportunity to ap-
preciate the very fi nest of this Pulitzer 
Prize-winning talent in The Best of 
Mary McGrory: A Half-Century of 
Washington Commentary.

A rich and wide-ranging compi-
lation, the collection begins with a 
column from 1954, a fascinating view 
of the Army-McCarthy hearings, and 
ends with her fi nal essay on “Blossoms 
and Bombs,” juxtaposing the buildup 
to the Iraq war with the dawn of spring. 
The book is arranged in chapters by 
topic, with more than 100 columns 
from her Washington Star to her 
Washington Post days, and covering 
signifi cant U.S. events ranging from 
President Kennedy’s assassination 
to Watergate to President Clinton’s 
impeachment, as well as the everyday 
concerns of her readers, from garden-

ing to technological contraptions.
The Best of Mary McGrory: A 

Half-Century of Washington Com-
mentary by Mary McGrory, Edited 
by Phil Gailey. Andrews McMeel 
Publishing, LLC, 2006. ISBN: 0-
7407-6071-8; hardcover; 352 pages 
plus 16-page photo insert; $24.95. 
www.amuniversal.com.
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Mary Dunleavy as Léïla and Nathan Gunn as Zurga bring youth and sex 
appeal to Les Pêcheurs de Perles at the Opera Company of Philadelphia. 
(Photo Credit: Kelly & Massa / Opera Co. of Philadelphia).

Irish Soprano Mary Dunleavy
Heats Up Italian Opera
By John Mooney

While tenors such as John McCor-
mack and Frank Patterson are the best 
known Irish classical singers, it’s an Irish 
soprano who will soon star once again in 
one of the Metropolitan Opera’s great-
est productions. Mary Dunleavy will 
sing the role of Violetta in the Franco 
Zeffirelli production of La Traviata, 
Giuseppe Verdi’s masterpiece and one of 
the world’s most beloved operas. Violetta, 
perhaps the ultimate tragic heroine of 
opera, has become her signature role.

“It’s my favorite. You’re the star of 
the show – you live, you die, you wear 
great costumes,” Dunleavy said. “It’s a 
great story and an iconic role.”

Pure Irish roots
Although she sings in French, Ger-

man, and, of course, Italian, Dunleavy 
is as Irish as they come. All four of 
Mary’s grandparents came to America 
from Ireland in the 1920s. Her father’s 
side hails from Ballymanderry and 
Cloonoch in Co. Sligo, while her mater-
nal grandparents came from Listowell 
and Tralee in Co. Kerry. She was raised 
in a big family fi lled with fi ddlers and 
folk singers. 

“It wasn’t a party at our house until 
my dad sang,” recalled the soprano, who 
is proud of her “pure” Irish heritage. 
“Danny Boy was his closing number.”

In 2004, Mary won the American 
Irish Historical Society’s annual Cul-
tural Award and on several occasions 
has been named to Irish America 
Magazine’s Top 100 List.

Dunleavy performed in high school 
productions of Oklahoma, Carousel 
and other Broadway musicals. She at-
tended Northwestern University, which 
is noted for its school of music.

“I got a really good liberal arts 
education at Northwestern. I had 
contemplated going to an actual music 
school where I think I would have had 
a diff erent experience focusing solely 
on music, as opposed to learning a lot 
about diff erent things,” said the singer, 
who later earned her Master’s Degree in 
Music at the University of Texas.

Although her career has been quite 
successful, Dunleavy’s parents were 
concerned about whether she would be 
able to make a living.

“Once I started landing starring 
roles at the Met, it calmed their fears 
a bit,” said Dunleavy, who has been 
married for 14 years to Hal Williams, 
an advertising executive and her college 
sweetheart. 

“He is from a Welsh background, 
but looks Irish with red hair, green 
eyes, and freckles,” she said. “When 
we met at Northwestern, he did 
not know a lot about opera, but his 
mother was a fan.”

Critical success
Critics have been charmed by the 

blue-eyed Irish American. Anthony 
Tommasini of The New York Times, 
one of the country’s most infl uential 
critics, once called her performance as 
the Queen of the Night in Mozart’s Die 
Zauberfl öte “fearless and faultless.” 
Opera News said she “compels rapt at-
tention the moment she starts to sing.” 
In 1994, the Hartford Courant wrote, 
“Mary Dunleavy… the chances are 
good that you’ll be seeing and hearing 
her name with increased frequency in 
the coming years.”

“She’s wonderful,” exclaimed 
Beverly Sills, one of America’s 
greatest opera stars and the retired 
chairwoman of the Met.

Dunleavy has graced the stages 
of the world famous Paris Opera, as 
well as major opera houses in Am-
sterdam, Berlin, Naples, Barcelona, 
Montréal, Santiago, Chile. In the 
U.S., she has appeared at the Met, 
New York City Opera, Washington 
National Opera, and Lyric Opera 
of Chicago, where she played the 
Queen of the Night in Die Zauber-
fl öte (The Magic Flute) in 2002.

Dunleavy said that being an opera 
singer is like being an entrepreneur: 
essentially, you are self-employed. She 
has an agent who connects her with 
opera companies that might be putting 
on a production that includes a role in 
her repertoire. However, networking 
and self-promotion are important. 

“You have to be your own sales-
man,” she said. “It’s the part that I am 
not good at. It’s so hard for me to do 
that. It’s an Irish trait.”

$35 million meal
Part of the business of opera is 

fi nding patrons who will support 
it, as ticket prices typically do not 
cover all of the operating expenses. 
Recently, the soprano was invited to 
dinner with Jeannik Littlefi eld, who 
pledged $35 million to the San Fran-
cisco Opera, where Mary Dunleavy 
received rave reviews.

“Mrs. Littlefield made the big-
gest endowment gift ever in opera. 
She mentioned that she would like 
to have dinner with me,” Dunleavy 
explained. “We talked about our fa-
vorite operas and how she fi rst started 
to love the music.”
Expanding the audience 
for opera

One of Dunleavy’s goals is to help 
bring opera to younger audiences, 
who often have more enthusiasm than 
longtime fans. With so many enter-
tainment options available and short 

attention spans, young audiences 
are challenging but vital to reach 
for many great opera houses. Off er-
ing cheaper tickets is helpful, as is 
inviting high school students for full 
costume dress rehearsals. Sometimes 
Dunleavy speaks to the teens before 
the show and enlightens them on how 
opera singers fi ll a house of 3,000 
people with natural acoustic (their 
own voice) without amplifi cation. For 
some of the kids, it is their fi rst time 
ever in a theater. 

“I hope that the experience becomes 
something they remember and that 
eventually they might ask their parents 
to bring them to see an opera,” she said. 
“Live music and theater are important. 
With all the technology we have – CDs, 
iPod, etc. – people forget what it’s like 
to see an actual human being perform-
ing live.”
It’s not over until the 
petite lady sings

Dunleavy has shattered the cliché 
that an opera doesn’t end until the 
“fat lady sings.” 

“People tell me, ‘you’re so small, 
but make so much sound’ after they 
see me perform,” said the fi t, 5 foot, 4 
inch dynamo who had a special corset 
developed for her by Richard Sinclair, a 
costume designer at the Opera Compa-
ny of Philadelphia. He made side panels 
that let her rib cage expand enough so 
she could breathe more easily. 

She usually works out (“Car-
dio, stretching, but not too much 
lifting”) during the morning of a 
performance and eats small meals, 
such as soup and a turkey sandwich 
or salad with lean protein. 

“Sausage and peppers are out. 
Garlic is out. You don’t want to be full 
because you have to use your stomach 
and diaphragm,” the singer explained. 
“There is a strategy involved, just like 
an athlete. I’ll eat something light at 
3:30 or 4:00 and won’t eat again until 
after the show.”

Singing at the Met
Dunleavy’s “local” opera house is 

one of the world’s greatest stages: The 
Metropolitan Opera.

“It’s a very exciting and power-
ful experience to sing there, but it 
can definitely be overwhelming,” 
explained Dunleavy, who makes her 
home in New Jersey. “I’m also very 
comfortable at the Met because I 
started there as a young singer. How-
ever, you are always very aware of 
history and the prestige, as well as the 
expectations of the audience.”

Elsewhere, she has sung with the 
legendary Placido Domingo and Na-
than Gunn, opera’s biggest hunk, who 
is frequently cast sans shirt. Dunleavy 
and Gunn have infused youth and sex 
appeal into the opera world.

Other interests
So what kind of music does an 

opera star listen to?
“Anything I can sing along with 

— The Dixie Chicks, Dave Matthews, 
Sting, Sheryl Crow, and music from the 
80s that was popular while I was in col-
lege,” she said. “I only listen to classical 
if I’m trying to learn a new role.” 

Mary Dunleavy avidly follows Uni-
versity of Texas football, but couldn’t 
go to the Rose Bowl because she was 
singing at the Met last January. Other-
wise, she would have been there.

The singer also is interested in Irish 
culture. She lists Leon Uris’s Trinity as 
one of her favorite books and would 
someday like to sing arias by Michael 
William Balfe, an Irish composer best 
known for writing The Bohemian Girl 
in mid 1800s. 

“I wasn’t even aware of Balfe until 
recently. Usually, one doesn’t think 
about ‘Irish’ and ‘opera’ in the same 
sentence, but I’ve learned that Balfe 
was a talented baritone who later turned 
his attention to composing,” Dunleavy 
said. “The Bohemian Girl was actually 
quite a hit when it was written and is 
still performed today. It goes without 
saying that I’d be honored to sing an 
opera written by an Irishman!”
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Irish School Returns 
to IAHC

The fi rst Irish School in the Chi-
cago area, Scoil Na Bpaisti: Children’s 
Center for Cultural Studies, will 
resume classes at the Irish American 
Heritage Center in January 2007. The 
IAHC is located at 4626 North Knox 
Avenue, Chicago. 

The school meets on Saturday 
mornings from 8:45am-Noon and 
children from ages 6-15 can par-
ticipate in lessons on Irish heritage, 
culture, customs, language, art and 
music, through drama, storytelling, 
crafts and games. Classes include 
Cultural Studies, Irish Language 
Classes, Teen Theatre Workshop, 
Celtic Mythology, and Art.

The 2007 sessions are: Winter 
- January 6-March 10; Spring - April 
14-June 16; Summer - July 10-August 
23 on Tuesdays through Thursdays; 
Fall - September 29-December 1.

Fess for the Saturday classes are 
$45 per class for IAHC members and 
$60 for non-members. Students who 
enroll in the Saturday classes, exclud-
ing the summer program and take any 
three classes; one per term, pay $100 
for members and $150 for non-mem-
bers. Discounts for families apply. 

To register children for classes, call 
773-282-7035, ext. 10.

A Modest Proposal

The biggest headline grabber the 
past few years has consistently been 
the Iraq war. And religion is fuel for 
the confl ict. It’s impossible to argue 
with people who believe God is com-
manding them. But things escalate 
quickly when there’s more than one 
guy talking to God on the same street 
corner (and there always is). Either 
God is telling conflicting stories, 
or his earthly messengers need to 
switch on the closed captioning. 

The Romans addressed this prob-
lem by off ering equal opportunity 
advertising. You got a new god for 
Rome? Fine; set up your temple or 
storefront, chant away, and hang, 
draw and quarter unfortunate lower 
mammals to your heart’s content. 

The trouble in Rome was that 
Jews, and later Christians, not only 
didn’t give a nod to other guys’ gods, 
but claimed they didn’t even exist. 
That looked like anarchy to Caesar 
and lesser two legged gods of “the 

empire that worked”. 
Chicago took a 

page from ancient 
Rome this past Christ-
mas. As of writing, 
the city, after some 
controversy, has done 
a 180 and allowed 

New Line Cinema to play a trailer 
of its fi lm “The Nativity Story” on 
a TV at the annual German Christ-
kindlmarkt (Christ-Child market) 
festival in Daley Plaza 

New Line, nicknamed “The House 
that Freddy Built” (A Nightmare on 
Elm Street was its fi rst big success) 
had promised to pay $12,000 to fest 
organizer, The German American 
Chamber of Commerce, for the 
privilege. That was until an attorney 
saw the TV, fl anked in PC fashion by 
a menorah and Islamic crescent, and 
objected that it was paid advertising 
that could “off end non-Christians”. 
The city then dropped New Line 
from its sponsor list. The DVD was 
fi nally resurrected in a festival booth 
run by Civil Liberties for Urban Be-
lievers, representing a group of Chi-
cago Churches, where it was deemed 
a constitutionally protected “private 
religious expression”. The city issued 
the permit and the executive VP of 
New Line said the company “has 
provided no money to the church 

group or the bazaar”.
As the dispute was being resolved, 

The Becket Fund for Religious 
Liberty named Mayor Daley the 
winner of its annual mock “Ebenezer 
Award” – a sock full of coal- for 
“the most ridiculous aff ront on the 
Christmas and Hanukkah season.” 
The Fund said banning the fi lm from 
Christkindl, or Christ-child festival 
was “like banning the Irish from the 
St. Patrick’s Day parade.” 

The current wisdom is that it’s 
OK to display majority Christian (in 
the US that means a population 25% 
Catholic, 51% various other Christian 
denominations) symbols in a public 
place as long as it’s surrounded by 
symbols of minority faiths, such as 
the 6 point star of the (1%) Jewish 
population, or the crescent and 5 point 
star of the Muslims (0.5%). But what 
if other, less vocal, religions were 
to demand a spot in the mall? The 
Buddhists (.05%) are partial to the 
8 point wheel, and the other (3.7%) 
US religions all have their symbols. 
The Hindus and Baha’i share a 9 
point star, Kabbala devotees display 
7 points, and Wicca 5. Some native 
religions of the world use masks, 
and animals which may not (like the 
elephant and snake) work well in the 
crèche with the ass and lamb.

The Druids might demand a place 
for their 6 point sun wheel; but ought 
to be content with the solid position 
already occupied by their tree of 
life. Older Celtic symbols could 
test the limits of PC police. Alder-
men might react to Sheila-na-gig, 
or Ogmios, the “Rude Man” (a big, 
naked druidic guy wielding a large 
club, and a we-we to match) in the 
same fashion they reacted to an Art 
Institute student’s portrait of Harold 
Washington in drag.

But, how to deal with holy wars 
in the wider world beyond the mall? 
My proposal is simple, but radical; 

and will arguably take some doing. 
Move the symbols. Take the “holy 
places” the bones of contention, 
and move them, stone by stone, to... 
Antarctica. And I don’t mean just 
Mecca, Medina, and the Dome of the 
Rock. Let’s ship it all down there- St. 
Peter’s, the Wailing Wall, Wuttenberg 
cathedral, Drumcree. This vast, 
untapped area down under could 
become a religious Disneyland. Once 
various sects got used to the idea, 
and get their territories staked out, 
they could begin naming places after 
their gods and martyrs. The amazing 
thing is that as of now there are very 
few places down there anyone has 
thought to name. 

Of course, the very act of nam-
ing places might cause contention, 
leading up to renewed holy war. 
It’s then that the religious warriors 
would be called upon to prove their 
ultimate mettle. Their zeal for the 
divine would be tested in conditions 
far harsher than those faced by Hitler 
and Napoleon in Russia. Imagine 
the challenge of rigging an IED at 
60 below, then waiting patiently for 
your enemy to drive by. Quakers 
and Dervishes would have a distinct 
advantage here.

But, if the various denominations 
remained peaceable, they might in-
stead seek to attract converts. Once 
settled into their territories, their 
“heavens on earth”, they could go 
about proselytizing the penguins. 
Missionaries would have fertile 
fi elds to furrow, weaning the god-
less natives from pagan practices 
like their use of pebbles to buy love. 
They could be introduced to new 
customs, more proper and civilized. 
The penguins might be taught to 
fl ing their pebbles at a pillar of ice 
representing the devil, or to place 
them as tokens on the graves of their 
ancestors. They’ve much to learn to 
bring them closer to the divine.

Old Business 
In case you wondered, there have 

been some printers’ devils afield 
recently. In last month’s column 
regarding Mary McAleese: 

Print version: I could tell the 
receiver on the other end had 
McAleese’s account of her stint as 
a reporter and researcher for the 
government-owned RTE during the 
hunger strikes…

Original version: I could tell 
the receiver on the other end had 
morphed into a hot pratie. “Go to 
Amazon. Try Amazon”. “Sure thing. 
Thank You”. McAleese’s account of 
her stint as a reporter and researcher 
for the government-owned RTE dur-
ing the hunger strikes…

We are working to exorcise the 
wee devils, and hope to insert correct 
versions for the website archives.
Watch Irish Journal TV

Chicago- All cable systems: 
Channel 19: Monday 7PM, Tues-
day 2PM 

Comcast- (Elmhurst bills) 
41 West suburbs– Channel 19: 
Tuesday 7:30 PM 

Comcast- (Skokie bills) 24 
North suburbs – Ch. 19 (or 35): 
Tuesday, 6PM E-mail: IrishTV@
ameritech.net
© Mike Morley 2007
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Chicago’s Auditorium Theatre Presents Leahy in Awe-inspiring Performance of Music, Dance and Vocals

Brett Batterson, Executive Director 
of the Auditorium Theatre of Roos-
evelt University (ATRU), is pleased to 
announce the presentation of Leahy, 
Canada’s Celtic powerhouse of eight 
musical brothers and sisters.  In an eve-
ning of Celtic music and step dancing, 
Leahy will perform songs from their 
three releases including their latest, In 
All Things, Wednesday, Feb. 28 at 7:30 
p.m. at the Auditorium Theatre, 50 East 
Congress Parkway. 

Leahy is a multi-talented musi-
cal collective of brothers and sisters 
from the Ontario-based Leahy family: 
Siobheann (bass, piano, fiddle and 
singer), Donnel (fi ddle), Maria (guitar, 
piano, fi ddle and singer), Agnes (piano, 
fi ddle and singer), Doug (fi ddle), Erin 
(keyboard, fi ddle and singer), Agnus 
(fi ddle and piano) and Frank (drums).  
All siblings dance as well as play their 
instruments and they learned their craft 
from their fi ddle-playing father and 
their champion step-dancing mother.  
As teens they performed across Canada 
with their parents and quickly became 
audience favorites.  A documentary 
profile, Leahy: Music Most Of All, 
won a 1985 Academy Award for Best 
Foreign Student Film.  

Since then, extensive touring, much 
of it as opening act for Shania Twain, 
boosted Leahy’s phenomenal popularity 
worldwide. The group also won Juno 
Awards for Best Instrumental Group 
and Best New Group in 1997 and 
took home the Best Country Group or 
Duo trophy the following year.  Leahy 
integrated vocal-driven material into 
their repertoire in 2001’s gold-selling 
Lakefi eld. The group took on greater 
writing, recording, and producing re-
sponsibilities with Lakefi eld, an eff ort 
which resulted in a CD that helped them 

become Virgin Canada’s largest selling 
domestic group worldwide. 

The ATRU concert will feature 
selections from Leahy’s critically-
hailed Virgin/EMI Records release In 
All Things.  The group’s most recent 
work takes the listener on a journey 
across diff erent genres and musical 
cultures, including trademark instru-
mental pieces such as “Pointe Au Pic 
Medley,” “Gzowski Medley,” “Wedding 
Day Jig” and “Chasing Rain.”  Fiddle 
player Donnell Leahy is internation-
ally recognized as a true master of his 
instrument, and these songs confi rm 
the ever-growing technical prowess of 
all eight members.  

Recently, Leahy has taken similarly 
impressive strides forward vocally. The 
dramatic “High Places” showcases 
their sonic adventurousness, “Coyote” 
and “Runaway” are bright melodic pop 
songs and “I Want You To Know” is a 
haunting ballad, featuring pure vocals 
and eloquent fi ddle playing.  Another 
recent Leahy accomplishment includes 
the August 2006 premiere of the PBS 
special, LEAHY, which was accompa-
nied by a DVD and live CD release.  

Leahy will perform at the Audito-
rium Theatre of Roosevelt University 
Wednesday, 

Feb. 28 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$35 - $48 and are currently on sale. 
For tickets, visit the Auditorium The-
atre Box Offi  ce at 50 East Congress 
Parkway, call (312) 902-1500 or order 
online at www.ticketmaster.com. Group 

Quiz Nights Return 
to IAHC

Quiz Night returns this winter to the 
Irish American Heritage Center located 
at 4626 North Knox in Chicago. The 
IAHC has hosted this challenging trivia 
night for nine years and last year’s quiz-
zes were more popular than ever. The 
monthly quiz is a fun way to test your 
trivia knowledge. There is a diff erent 
quizmaster each month, so the styles 
of quiz vary. 

The 2007 Quiz Nights will be held 
on January 19, February 16, March 23, 
April 20, and May 18.

The quiz costs $30 per team, with 
no more than six players per team. 
There will be prizes each week for 
the top three winners. Food and drink 
is available in the Fifth Province. For 
more information on Quiz Night, call 
the IAHC offi  ce at 773-282-7035, ext. 
10, or visit www.irishamhc.com.

“Hizzoner” Extends Run

Celtic Music and Step Dancing Troupe Performs Wednesday, Feb. 28

discounts are available by calling (312) 
922-2110 x 357. Information is avail-
able at www.audtioriumtheatre.org.

The Auditorium Theatre of Roos-
evelt University, located at 50 East 
Congress Parkway, is an independent, 
not-for-profi t organization committed 
to presenting the fi nest in international, 
cultural and community programming 
to Chicago, and to the continued 
restoration and preservation of the Na-
tional Historic Landmark Auditorium 
Theatre.  For more information about 
programming, volunteer and donor op-
portunities or theatre tours, call (312) 
922-2110 or visit our newly renovated 
website www.auditoriumtheatre.org, 

In celebration of its critically ac-
claimed successful nine-month run, 
Prop Thtr has extended the world 
premiere production of Hizzoner
at Prop Thtr in Chicago through its 
one-year anniversary in March 2007. 
Penned by founding member Neil 
Giuntoli, Hizzoner is a personal look 
at Richard J. Daley; authoritarian 
politician, family man and dynasty 
builder, whose life was inextricably 
bound to Chicago, the city he loved. 
Stefan Brun directs.

The Prop has also announced its 
collaboration with iconic Chicago 

photographer, Art Shay. The produc-
tion of Hizzoner boasts a collection of 
“Daley” pictures from Shay’s 500-plus 
photos of the late Mayor Daley that are 
used in the A/V portions of the show.

Neil Giuntoli’s Hizzoner runs 
through March 2007 at Prop Thtr, 
3502-4 N. Elston in Chicago. Per-
formances are Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday at 8 p.m., and Sunday at 3 
p.m. Tickets are $35 with student and 
senior discounts available. For tickets 
call 773-539-7838 or visit www.
propthtr.org, www.hizzonertheplay.
com or www.ticketweb.com.
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Simple Strategies For 
Building Your Nest Egg

Saving for the future is some-
thing that we all know is impor-
tant, but if you had to answer 
honestly, would you be able to 
say that your nest egg is getting 
the attention it deserves? The 
good thing is, you don’t have to 
be a fi nancial wizard to begin 
building your nest egg. Whether 
you’re just getting started, or 

you’re looking to grow the sav-
ings you have already accumu-
lated, following are some simple 
steps you can take to stay on the 
right track.

Start by planning. When you 
think about how much money 
you’re really going to need to 
meet all your future obligations 
– whether it’s sending your chil-
dren to college, securing your re-
tirement income, or even putting 
a down payment on a new home 

– the task of actually planning 
your savings strategy may seem 
overwhelming. The best way to 
start is by setting long-term sav-
ings goals fi rst, because those are 
the ones you will need to work 
on a little bit at a time. Once you 
have calculated how much you’ll 
need to set aside each month to 
meet those long-term goals, you 
can also set intermediate- and 
short-term goals. Then continue 
saving, even after you reach your 
short-term targets.

Prioritize your long-term 
needs. When looking ahead to the 
major expenses that await you, 
it’s important to decide which 
will best be paid with savings, 
and which could be fi nanced with 
debt. Keep in mind, not all debt is 
necessarily bad. For example, if 
you can’t aff ord to save for both 
college and retirement expenses, 
you may be better off  borrowing 
to pay for college than having to 
borrow to pay post-retirement 
living expenses. After all, nobody 
is going to off er you a scholarship 
for retirement. Careful planning 
can help you decide how to best 
meet all your needs.

Pay yourself first. If it’s not 
already a part of your regular rou-
tine, make saving a habit, just like 
paying your bills. To make it auto-
matic, see if your employer off ers 
some form of direct deposit, and 

then divert some of your paycheck 
directly into a savings or invest-
ment account – even if it’s just 
a small amount. Over time, you 
won’t even notice that part of your 
paycheck is “missing,” and you 
can always increase the portion 
that’s siphoned off  for savings.

Control and reduce your debt. 
Although we mentioned ear-
lier that some forms of debt are 
manageable, there are others 
that can do serious damage to 
your savings plans. Every dollar 
you spend paying the interest on 
your credit card is a dollar you 
could be putting to more pro-
ductive use. That money could 
be accumulating in a savings or 
investment account, but when 
you have to use it to pay down 
your credit card interest charges 
you’re really getting absolutely 
nothing in return.

Team up. Outlining your fi nan-
cial goals and what you would 

like to accomplish is certainly a 
great way to begin, but it’s easy 
to be thwarted from your goals 
if you try to go it alone. Talk-
ing about your goals with your 
spouse, parents or signifi cant oth-
ers may provide the support you 
need to actually make it happen. 
If you’re married, it’s especially 
important to communicate with 
your spouse to set mutually 
agreeable goals and decide on 
ways to achieve them. You may 
also consider enlisting the aid of 
a fi nancial consultant who can 
provide assistance in helping you 
to develop strategies to accom-
plish the goals you’ve set.

A.G. Edwards generally acts 
as a broker-dealer, but may act 
as an investment advisor on des-
ignated accounts, and the fi rm’s 
obligations will vary with the 
role it plays. When working with 
clients the fi rm generally acts as a 
broker-dealer unless specifi cally 

American Bluegrass Band Finds Success 
with Traditional Irish Music

American Bluegrass band, Special Consensus, is embarking on their 
10th tour through Ireland after beginning bi-annual tours of the country in 
the early 1990s. Bandleader Greg Cahill was exposed to traditional Irish 
music at a young age from his Grandfather, whose family came to America 
from the region between Killarney and Cork. Cahill believes that they are so 
well received because of the close similarities in instrumentation between 
traditional Irish music and bluegrass. 

These similarities have led to Cahill lending his talents on the American 
banjo to many Irish music recording sessions throughout the years. Through 
this interaction with Irish musicians, the band has been able to add Irish 
songs to their repertoire. Special Consensus has included several Irish songs 
on their recordings including a medley of two songs written by Mel Cory 
(from Lurgan) and “Josie’s Reel” written by Niall Toner (the Niall Toner 
Band) which will be included on their new release, Trail of Aching Hearts, 
that will be commercially available on April 17th.

Ireland’s exposure to bluegrass music isn’t limited to touring American 
bands. International Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA) members Richard 
and Carol Hawkins, who reside in the Dublin area, have started the Bluegrass 
Ireland Newsletter (http://www.bluegrassireland.150m.com/) and have 
created the Bluegrass Ireland Blog (www.bluegrassireland.blogspot.com). 
These websites help keep the people of Ireland informed about bluegrass 
news and events in Ireland as well as in Europe and the USA.

www.specialc.com or www.pinecastle.com

Special Consensus

Call Mary Today! 
847-825-7615

229 N Northwest Highway, Park Ridge

Cuts  Foil Highlights
Color  Waxing
Perms Gifts/Jewelry

Appearances

Investment
Ideas

By David Gaff ney
of A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc., Member SIPC
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Gaelic News
Continued from page 8

Mike’s Chief of Staff  since 2003 and 
a former lawmaker and Cook County 
Assistant State’s Attorney, is familiar 
with every aspect of the job and no 
doubt will be another great success. 
We join with his many friends in 
wishing him every success with 
God’s blessing as he begins a very 
diffi  cult job of keeping law and order 
in a large and diverse Cook County. 
Again, Beannact De ar an oibre, a 
cairde agus slainte. (God’s blessing 
on your work and good luck.)
Brother Rice Footballers 
Take Chicago Title

Congratulations to Brother Edmund 
Rice footballers who won the much 
coveted Chicago Prep defeating a hard 
hitting Public League champion, Hub-
bard, 24—14, at Soldier Field recently. 
Their hard working coach Steve Nye 
was proud of the good win and said, 
according to a story in the Daily South-
town writer Chris Kuchta, “This is a 
great week to be a Catholic Leaguer.”

A great hard hitting defense that 
held All—American Robert Hughes 
to just 76 yards on 13 passes had two 
other greats, Neil Sullivan and Steve 
Wesselhoff  intercept 7-20 passing on 
139 yards T.D. Bro Rice running back 
Brendan Sheehy rushed for 52 yards 
and was also on the receiving end of a 
35 yard T.D pass from John

Ingersoll. One of Sheehy’s 
touchdown over the shoulder 
catch was spectacular.

Again our congratulations to the 
Crusaders for winning its 5th Prep 
Bowl title in 7 appearances. And also 
to Robert Hughes of the Hubbard 
team who played a great game on 
an injured foot. This game is always 
very popular and back in the 70’s at-
tracted over 50 thousand spectators. 
It matches the best in the Catholic 
League against the Public champions 
and the rivalry is always high.

Deepest Sympathy to the Frank 
Spelman Family

Deepest sympathy is extended to 
the Frank Spelman family in their 
recent sad bereavement caused by 
the untimely death of a beloved 
brother Patrick (Paddy) in Galway 
recently. The late Paddy was a well 
known hurler and GAA personality 
in his native county and his passing 
was mourned by a large crowd of his 
fellow gaels at the wake and funeral. 
Ar dheis De go raibhn anim,

His brother Frank, who is a well 
known Chicago building contractor on 
the south side of the city, resides with his 
charming wife Maureen in Palos Park, 
Illinois and was also a star hurler with 
the Chicago Harry Boland champions 
team of former years. He continues to 

be a great supporter of the famed club 
and of the GAA. His charming wife 
Maureen, is a daughter of Andy Can-
non, star amateur gold champion in 
Chicago some years back. Now residing 
In Florida he still continues to play a 
good round of golf.

We join with the countless friends 
of the Spelman family in off ering our 
deepest sympathy in this their sad hour. 
May his soul and all the souls of the 
faithful departed rest in peace.
Missionary Society 
Celebrates 75th Year

Our thanks to Fr. Seamus O’Neill, 
Superior General of the well-known 
St. Patrick’s Missionary Society who 
recently informed us that March 17th, 
2007 the Society will celebrate its 75th 
year of “a dream becoming a reality”. 
That year was 1932 and Monsignor 
Patrick Whitney dreamed about and 
believed it was possible to start an Irish 
Missionary Society which would send 
missionaries to Eastern Nigeria. I was 
12 years old that year and could agree 
with the good Monsignor that indeed 
that was not a good year to start anything 
new in Ireland, with the country suff er-
ing from a deep economic depression, 
as bad if not worse than the one America 
was suff ering in that same period.

But the good Monsignor apparently 
had deep faith in what he was trying to 
do and with God’s help and aided by 
the pennies and shillings of the Irish 
people, hundreds of men and women 
volunteered and were sent to work in 
Africa and South America. And so the 
“dream became a reality”, and today 314 
priests and almost 70 students are bring-
ing the word of God to thousands of 
poor people who would not have heard 
it otherwise. Five young men are being 
ordained this year, where the Society be-
gan its noble work 75 years ago. One of 
them Damien Martell will be ordained 
in Aberdeen, Scotland this July. And if 
that’s not “a dream becoming a reality,” 
one has to wonder what is.

But as Fr. Seamus tells us, that dream 
would not have become a reality without 
the pennies and shillings of the Irish and 
the continued support of the Irish people 
at home and in exile today. Please send 
a donation today to St. Patrick’s Mis-
sionary Society, 1347 West Grandville, 
Chicago, IL 60660. Tel. 773-973-3737, 
Fax. 773—973—6049. Gur a mile mait 
agat, a cairde gael. (Thank you my Irish 
friends).
Gaelic Park to be 
Smoke-Free

As predicted by President John Grif-
fi n in his November newsletter, Chicago 
Gaelic Park will have to comply with an 
Oak Forest ordinance prohibiting smok-
ing in all facilities like Gaelic Park. The 
eff ective date will be January 2nd, 2007, 
according to a Chicago Tribune recent 

story. The ordinance was passed by a 
5-1 vote. John also tells us that 147th 
Street will be closed at the small bridge 
just west of Gaelic Park beginning in 
June and lasting for several months, so 
entrance to the Park will only be from 
the east, Cicero etc. on 147th Street.
Loyalist Militant Breaks 
Up Peace Meeting

One of the Loyalist’s notorious 
killers, Michael Stone, broke into the 
Belfast parliament building recently and 
disrupted a peace meeting before he was 
subdued. The brazen attack occurred as 
political leaders were discussing the key 
deadline that the British and Irish gov-
ernment issued, according to a Chicago 
Tribune report, by Tom Handley.

Although this militant is well known 
throughout Belfast and even the entire 
province, the fact that he was even al-
lowed to come close to the building, 
let alone enter, speaks volumes for the 
ineff ectiveness of the new Ulster police. 
He was carrying a gun and a knife, 
and although stopped and surrounded, 
he was still able to throw a bag in the 
building, before he was arrested.

Still Prime Minister Tony Blair 
continues to preach that despite the 
disruption the peace process was still 
on track. But despite all the good inten-
tions and the threat that if the deadline 
is not met, the salaries etc. will be dis-
continued, it is hard to picture talking 
of peace to men like Paisley and Stone 
and the other bigots.

Salt rule from Britain was sus-
pended in 2002 after an alleged IRA 
spy scandal. It is hard to understand 
why Mr. Blair and his government 
continue to tolerate such brazen con-
duct and why he does not do what the 
English people want him to do—name 
a withdrawal date for British troops and 
infl uence to leave Ulster and allow the 
Irish people to rule their destiny, as a 
32-county Republic. That would be a 
lasting legacy to his name and fame, as 
he prepares to retire. Do the right thing 
at last, Mr. Prime Minister.
Annual Fund Raiser For 
St. Margaret’s Church

The big annual fund raiser for St. 
Margaret’s of Scotland Church at 99th 
and South Troop Street on the southwest 
side of the city will be held on February 
24th at the church hall adjacent to the 
church, after the celebration of the 6 pm 
Mass, according to Gene Earner, live 
wire organizer of this big fund-raising 
party, with his late beloved wife, Donna, 
ar dheis De go raibhn an ainm. Gene 
now resides with his son Dan at 9414 
So. Springfi eld, Evergreen Park, Illinois. 
Tel. 708-636-8827.

Gene informs us that Govoner 
Vaughn, famed University of Illinois 
(Harlem Globetrotters) American 
Basketball League, will be one of 

the guests of honor, with some well 
known retired White Sox players and 
some Chicagoland T.V. people. The 
big party includes traditional Irish mu-
sic and dancing with Jerry O’Louglin 
school of all star dancers and others. 
The admission cost is $20.00 which 
includes corned beef buff et, Bud-
weiser and other refreshments.

The beautiful church which served 
many Irish families some years back, 

including my late brother Bill and 
Family, is named after a Hungarian 
lady who went to Scotland as a teenager 
and worked as a domestic for the King 
and Queen. After the Queen died the 
King married Margaret, who devoted 
her entire life to feeding the poor of 
Scotland. She was eventually elevated 
to sainthood as Margaret of Scotland, 
For more information call Gene at 
708-636-8827.

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW

all immigration matters
     Visas
     Consulate
     Asylum

Call for appointment 312-738-2LAW (2529)
1105 W Chicago Ave #203 Chicago, IL 60622

corner of Milwaukee/Elston/Chicago - Blue Line Stop!

& ASSOCIATES
JOHN W. KEARNS

business
     Business Registration
     Real Estate
     Contracts/Leases
     Building and Zoning
     Tax Matters

general practice
     Traffic Tickets/License Problems
     Divorces and Children Issues
     Bankruptcy/Credit
     Criminal/DUI/Shoplifting
     Accidents/Insurance

773-233-4700
Margaret Corbett

Multi-Million  Dollar Producer
Now Serving the 

Entire Chicagoland 
and Suburan Areas.

PRS Realtors
10450 S. Western Avenue, Chicago 
Conveniently located in Beverly.
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All Good Things...
I had my Ford Explorer SUV barrel-

ing through an unexpected snowstorm 
at about 70 miles an hour to make up 
time and drive out of the horrendous 
blizzard along the Alaska-Canada 
highway.

All of sudden the vision of the road-
way cleared to reveal the back end of a 

long semi stopped in the road behind a 
line of vehicles. With my Dad keeping 
me company along the long trip home 
to Chicago from Alaska there was only 
direction to try to go—the snowy em-
bankment to the left of the truck while 
braking—hard!

A showering spray of solid snow 
shot up and enveloped the SUV which 

kept going full force toward the semi-
trailer. Then I turned it hard left as 
I fi shtailed and felt the Explorer go 
deeper and deeper into the snow and 
start to roll over. Bracing for impact, 
with either the truck or the trees and 
ditch, I said in an unexpected calm 
voice “I’m sorry, Dad” and held on 
for the worst, not knowing who or how 
we’d survive.

Death never comes in the way you 
suspect, I suspect. I had certainly come 
close with Dad before, although then I 
was dwarfed by a six-foot-four giant 
with the World’s Warmest Hands reach-
ing out to shield me from whatever 
was coming and we somehow always 
survived.

The trip had started harmlessly 
enough. Dad... “Big Jim” ...had insisted 
on coming up to Anchorage to see me 
safely home on the nearly 4,000 mile 
journey back home to Chicago. As inev-
itably happens in most broadcast news 
careers I had learned several months 
earlier that my services were no longer 
required. A management change that 
included an assignment editor whose 
principal previous job was as a hotel 
booker for the sterling guests of The 
Jerry Springer Show didn’t bode well 
for my Charles Kuralt On the Road-
style of telling television stories.

Still stunned with the news and 
fi nding out that Lower-48 TV stations 
have no interest in footing the bill for 
southward émigrés, I meekly resisted 

my father’s insistence on coming up to 
get me and accompany me home. When 
you’re 6-foot-3 and well into your 40’s 
you tend to think you can handle things 
yourself, but depression descended like 
a Yukon blanket of new fallen snow. 
“Damn it Audrey, I’m going up to 
Alaska to get my boy!”, declared James 
H. McClure and damned if James J. was 
going to argue with him.

At age 88, Jim Henry, named for a 
popular shaving crème in World War 
I, had seen his share of adventures in 
World War II, including being one of 
the fi rst servicemen into Tokyo days 
before the surrender. Grabbing a way-
ward son and getting him home paled 
by comparison, despite my protests. 
And I’ve got to say he packed me up 
with the same effi  ciency that loaded a 
Victory ship with everything an army 
unit would need upon accepting the 
Emperor’s surrender... in one photo 
you see his ship as the only thing in the 
harbor next to the USS Missouri.

The whole Alaska experience 
chronicled in this column for the past 
year took on more meaning as I was 
fi nally able to share it with someone of 
like intellect and curiosity. The giant 
mountains, the unusual small city/big 
city feel, the wall-to-wall combo 
of international 747 jumbo jets and 
ridge-hopping bush pilot planes. The 
day before we left we had to wait in a 
bank’s drive through lane while a moose 
peeked in the teller window and made a 
meal of a nearby bush and tree.

My reporter’s curiosity doesn’t fall 
far from the tree. Dad immersed himself 
in the local culture but chose the most 
curious for the highlight of his visit,,, a 
junkyard. Or was it a condemned build-
ing? Or perhaps a general store. The 
Second Chance, as it’s called, is an expe-
rience you won’t fi nd in the tour books 
or the cable documentaries. “Where 
did you get all this stuff ? How the heck 
do you keep track of it? How did you 
get involved in this crazy business?!”, 
were among the questions that Joe the 
proprietor was peppered with by my 
inquisitive Dad. The short answer was 
that what started with a shrewd purchase 
of some Army surplus items turned 
into Alaska’s prime retailer or dumping 
spot, whichever you prefer. And it’s all 
organized, at least in Joe’s mind. 

The picture speaks for itself. If it’s 

something you want or something you 
want to get rid of, it’s probably here. Joe 
was happy to purchase my $140 Bunny 
Boots, the white arctic combat foot gear, 
for 20 bucks. I was out some cash but 
had a good story. Not a bad trade.

As we departed the city Dad was 
amazed by the 24-hour post office 
and the hundreds of seaplanes lined 
up wingtip-to-wingtip at the nearby 
seaplane port, both meant as easy 
means for the many isolated Bush 
villages to keep in touch. As we left 
Anchorage Dad was amazed by the size 
and scope of the Chugash mountain 
range surrounding the city. It takes a 
lot to impress a guy that used to live 
in Denver.

The snow and ice had just melted 
and we felt the impending spring was 
on our side. Mother Nature had some-
thing else in mind as we fought our way 
across the border into Canada and up 
and down the Canadian Rockies, fi nally 
reaching the perilous point near the 
Yukon Territory and British Columbia 
border where Winter returned with a 
vengeance.

Dad and I had been through our 
share of perilous road trips driving 
home along the southern tip of Lake 
Michigan through many a lake eff ect 
snow, but I thought our journey was 
over for good this time. Miraculously 
I missed the stopped line of vehicles, 
swept passed the semi and came to a 
cushioned slow stop on the side of the 
road. A reprieve.

I thought back to the many times 
Dad had saved my bacon in body or in 
spirit and perhaps he had this time as 
well. Lord knows I almost bought the 
farm more than once on the way up. The 
way down was easier and safer with the 
best of companions. 

My earliest memory is of riding on 
my Dad’s shoulders up the trail to a 
hill on the back of my boyhood home. 
As we reached the northern suburbs 
of Chicago to bright sunshine and 70 
degrees, I thought, “Well, Big Jim has 
carried me over the mountains and hills 
of life one more time.”

* * *

Next month Jim McClure comes to 
Chicago and wherever his travels take 
him as “The Irish Rover”. You can reach 
Jim at JimMcClure71@aol.com. Jim is a 
television reporter and anchor.

IAHC Presents Discussion on Early Celts in 
the Americas

Get Your Irish Up
…North !

By James McClure

Chicago historian, Myles Don-
nelly Goddard, will present a lecture on 
Early Celts in the Americas on Sunday, 
January 7, 2006 at 6pm; a fascinating 
perspective on the ancient settlers of 
Celtic origin in the Americas between 
the Paleo Period 28,000 BC and the 
Christian Monks era 500 BC.

Goddard has published an analysis 
of the paleo-occupation of the Shepherd 

Site in Marshall County, Illinois, and is 
the Illinois Convener, Bard and Histo-
rian for the Clan Donald in the Midwest 
and Great Plains. He is also an accom-
plished musician and storyteller. 

The lecture is free and open to the 
general public. The IAHC is located at 
4626 North Knox Avenue, Chicago. For 
more information on the lecture, call the 
IAHC at 773-282-7035, ext. 10.
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Toy Safety, at Christmas 
Time and Throughout 
the Year

Christmas is often described as 
“the most wonderful time of the 
year.” Many hours are just spent 
by families searching for, shop-
ping for and exchanging presents 
which bring joy to those both 
giving and receiving. However, 
parents and care givers should 
always make sure that the gifts 
children receive at Christmas 
time and throughout the year, 
are safe and appropriate for the 
child’s age. Many toys and ath-
letic devices such as bicycles, 
scooters and skateboards are 
popular gifts for children. They 
can also be dangerous.
Consumer Product 
Safety Commission

The U.S. Consumer Products 
Safety Commission (CPSC) 
is charged with protecting the 
public from unreasonable risks 
of serious injury or death from 
more than fi fteen thousand types 
of consumer products under the 
agency jurisdiction. According to 
CPSC there are about 150,000 toy 
safety related accidents each year; 
many of these can be prevented. 

Since 1970, toy safety has been 

legislated. Over 1,500 toys have 
been banned from the consumer 
market. However, often the stan-
dards required are the minimum 
and the individual toys which 
meet the legislative requirements 
may still not be safe for various 
reasons. In addition, many of the 
toys in our stores are manufac-
tured over seas where less strin-
gent manufacturing guidelines 
may apply.

Some of the things that par-
ents should look out for in their 
children’s toys include: sharp 
edges and points (especially if a 
toy gets broken), tiny parts that 
could be swallowed or end up in 
the ears, nose or eyes, toys that 
make so much loud noise they 
damage ear drums, anything that 
can be propelled or create a pro-
jectile, and electric toys that can 
burn or shock a child if something 
goes wrong.

Accidents can be avoided 

with the careful selection of gifts 
by matching them to the child’s 
age or abilities and by follow-
ing proper safety procedures. If 
you are giving a gift such as a 
bicycle, a scooter or skateboard, 
we encourage you to include any 
appropriate safety gear as part of 
the child’s present to make sure 
the risk of injury is minimized. 
Properly worn and sized bicycle 
helmets have significantly re-
duced the risk of brain injury to 
bicycle riders.
Shopping Tips

The CPSC has a number of 
shopping tips you can use this 
coming year. Be a label reader, 
look for toy labels that give age 
and safety recommendation, and 
use that information as a guide. 
Select toys to suit the age, ability 
skills and interest level of the in-
tended child. Look for sturdy con-
struction such as tightly secured 
eyes, noses and other potential 
small parts. For all children under 
8 years old, avoid toys that have 
sharp edges and points. Once the 
gifts are opened, discard plastic 
wrappings on toys before they 
become dangerous play things. 
Keep toys appropriate for older 
children away from younger sib-
lings or neighbors. Pay attention 
to instructions and warnings on 
battery chargers. Some chargers 
lack devices to prevent over-
charging and can cause electrical 
shocks.

The CPSC reports twenty toy 
related deaths in 2005 involving 
children under age of fi fteen years 
old. Nine of these deaths occurred 
when the child choked or aspirated 
a small ball or other toy parts. 

The Emerald Loop 
Opens in Chicago

The Vaughan family opened a 
beautiful new restaurant pub, The 
Emerald Loop at 216 N. Wabash  
(and Wacker). 

With an understated Irish 
decor, but lots of old-fashioned 
Irish hospitality, Conor O’Keeff e 
and the capable crew will pour 
you a pint that rivals anything in 
Ireland! 312-263-0200.

Healy Law
 By Martin J. Healy, Jr.
  Senior Partner

This is the next of a series of columns on how the law can impact your 
life. Each month we will focus on various aspects of the law relating 
to personal injuries, those that happen both on-the-job and otherwise, 
including mishaps which occur in driving vehicles, using products and 
receiving medical care. The column will also respond to legal questions 
relating to personal injury that are sent to us.
The Healy Law Firm is comprised of eight trial attorneys, two of whom 
are from Ireland. We are located downtown at 111 West Washington Street, 
Suite 1425, Chicago, Illinois 60602 (800-922-4500 or 312-977-0100). 
www.HealyLawFirm.com. The fi rm concentrates in the representation 
of injured victims of all types of accidents. 
Readers are encouraged to call or write with questions concerning 
personal injury law. 

(708) 857-7878

Brothers James M. Sheehy and Robert J. Sheehy Jr.
continue the  family business established  in 1913

Dignity, Compassion, Caring Service
From Our Family To Your Family

Rober t  J .  Sheehy & S ons  has 
tended to the needs of families in 
their time of grief since 1913. Their 
service to the south and southwest 
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  o f  C h i c a g o  a n d 
Suburbs has continued at their cur-
rent location at 4950 W. 79th Street 
in Burbank since 1982.

This rich heritage continues with 
the opening of the second Robert 
J.  Sheehy & Sons Funeral Home in 
Orland Park. The facility is located 
at 9000 W. 151st Street and can be 
conveniently accessed by many ma-
jor streets and highways. Spacious 
parking is available as well as many 
other amenities.  A walkout patio, 
smoking area and large coffee room 
are provided to make our visit ing 
f a m i l i e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  a s  co m fo r t -
able as possible in their time of loss. 
Perhaps, most importantly, Bob and 

Jim Sheehy will provide that personal 
service which only involved and con-
cerned proprietors can off er.

For three generations, The Shee-
hy Family has prided itself  in the 
service it has rendered to families in 
one of their most difficult times. As 
Bob Sheehy has said - “Many fami-
lies tell us that they never realized 
that so much was involved. Death 
is  over whelming for many people 
and they need t ime to deal  with 
their grief. They put their trust in us to 
help them.”

Put your trust in Robert J. Sheehy 
& Sons. You will be pleased with the 
detailed and sympathetic attention 
to every specifi c need.

For  more information regarding 
our services or convenient pre-plan-
ning arrangements, please call  us at 
1-708-857-7878.

Robert J. Sheehy & Sons
4950 W. 79th St.

Burbank, IL 60459

Robert J. Sheehy & Sons
9000 W. 151st St

Orland Park, IL 60462

Robert J. Sheehy & Sons

In November of 2005, accord-
ing to a CPSC release, an 18 
month old died after swallowing 
two magnets that came loose from 
a magnet building set. In Decem-
ber of 2006, Mattel recalled 4.4 
million Polly Pocket play sets due 
to small magnetic parts that can 
fall out undetected. When they 
do, they can be swallowed. When 
more than one is swallowed, they 
can make contact causing intes-
tinal perforation, infection and 
potentially fatal injuries. 
Product Liability 
Lawsuits

At The Healy Law Firm, we 
have fi led lawsuits on behalf of 
clients injured by dangerous con-
sumer products. Product liability 

lawsuits encourage corporations 
to act in a responsible manner. 
Without this important check, 
some corporations may make 
safety decisions focused solely 
on fi nancial return rather than 
a strong concern for safety. In 
the end, product liability cases 
signifi cantly impact future deci-
sions by manufacturers about 
product safety. 

We wish all our readers the 
best for a happy, healthy and 
safe 2007.
By Jack Cannon
The Healy Law Firm
Jack Cannon was raised in Ireland 
and is a member of The Healy Law 
Firm. He has been representing 
injured parties in the State of 
Illinois for fourteen years.
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Driehaus Donates Big for 
Catholic Primary Education

Saint Xavier University is partner-
ing with St. Margaret of Scotland 
School to address the needs and 
concerns of inner-city Catholic el-
ementary schools.

The collaboration is possible 
thanks to a $1 million donation from 
Chicago philanthropist Richard H. 
Driehaus, who asked that the money 
be used to further the University’s 
support of Catholic elementary edu-
cation in southwest Chicago, where 
he grew up.

“A university such as Saint Xavier 
brings a wealth of resources that 
would not normally be available to 
inner-city Catholic schools. This 
partnership demonstrates the mis-
sion of Catholic institutions – we are 
a community helping each other to 
make a defi nite impact on the world 
through faith and religion.”

The benefi ts of the partnership are 
already evident. “Many of our students 
took classes at Saint Xavier over the 
summer, and these students have shown 
considerable improvements both aca-
demically and socially,” McKay said.

Saint Xavier also is helping St. 
Margaret teachers get acclimated to 
new technology as part of the school’s 
aggressive plan to infuse technology 
into its math and science curriculum. 

“Without this partnership, we would 
not have been able to address either of 
these issues,” McKay said.

Driehaus requested that proceeds 
from his donation be used to further the 
University’s support of Catholic pri-
mary education in the area, including 
St. Margaret of Scotland parish, where 
he grew up and attended school.

“I am hoping that Saint Xavier 
will be able to make available its 
expertise and mentoring in school 
fi nances, academic programs, fund-
raising and marketing to allow these 
schools to continue to become more 
eff ective in the important work they 
do,” Driehaus wrote when making 
the donation.

President Judith A. Dwyer, Ph.D., 
said Driehaus’ donation helps Saint 
Xavier serve the community.

“We are exceedingly grateful to 
Mr. Driehaus for his continuing ex-
traordinary generosity to Saint Xavier 
University and the community. We 
welcome this opportunity to work 
with our school partners to address 
some of the challenging issues that 
face educators today. Mr. Driehaus’ 
kindheartedness helps Saint Xavier 
fulfi ll its Mercy mission and practice 
its core values of respect, excellence, 
compassion and service.”

Family Donates 
$15,000 Reward Fund

The fundraisers are over, the 
fl yers have come down and the 
memorial at Damen and Leland 
Avenues has faded from memory. 
Barry Cunnane, randomly shot dead 
over three years ago on this corner 
in Chicago’s Ravenwood neighbor-
hood, lies in rest at a cemetery out-
side his native Dublin, Ireland. 

Cunnane was a 27-year-old 
aspiring actor and musician. Origi-
nally from Ireland, he moved to 
Chicago in 1997 and made it his 
home. He was shot and killed 
for no apparent reason by one of 
two young men he passed on the 
sidewalk on May 24, 2003. Friends 
remember him as a kind, honest, 
talented and generous person. 

A committee, Friends of Barry 
Cunnane, was formed to raise a 
reward for information about his 
murder. They ran two advertising 
campaigns on Chicago Transit 
Authority trains. But no tips came 
in and police have no leads. The 
killers have not been brought to 
justice. The fundraising commit-
tee planned to off er the reward 
for three years, and if it was never 
awarded, donate the money to char-

ities. Cunnane’s family has decided 
to honor his life by donating the 
reward proceeds to organizations 
that represent his peaceful nature, 
artistic talent and idealism.

The $15,000 reward was raised 
through publicity and events. 
Many friends, neighbors, busi-
ness owners and others who never 
knew Cunnane gave generously, 
stunned by the random slaying and 
touched by his family’s loss. In 
this spirit, and in accordance with 
the Cunnane family’s wishes, the 
disbursement of the reward fund 
will benefi t the community and 
cultural organizations Cunnane 
was involved with. 

Half of the reward funds will 
go to the Our Lady of the An-
gels Mission, an outreach to the 
poor on the west side of Chicago. 
Twenty-fi ve percent will go to the 
Saint Sebastian Players, a theatre 
company Cunnane belonged to. 
The remaining twenty-fi ve percent 
will go to the Old Town School 
of Folk Music’s scholarship fund, 
which helps children and adults in 
fi nancial need discover the joy of 
music. Anyone with information 
is urged to call Area 3 Detectives: 
(312) 744-8261. 

Groundbreaking recently took place 
at the site of the eventual $28 million 
campus of the Easter Seals Metropoli-
tan Chicago Therapeutic School and 
Center for Autism Research, located 
at 1939 W. 13th St. in the city.

William Nolan, Chairman of the 
Board of Easter Seals Metropolitan 
Chicago, and immediate past presi-

dent of the F.O.P Chicago Lodge #7, 
stated that this will provide services for 
children living with autism and other 
disabilities which should be of help 
to many families in the Chicago area.

Illinois Speaker, Mike Madigan 
secured a $4 million grant to initiate 
construction. Governor Rod Blagojev-
ich secured $1 million grant through 
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Circle One

Barry Cunnane’s Killers Never Caught

Easter Seals Chicago Groundbreaking

Pictured from left is Chairman Nolan, Mark Donahue (President F.O.P. Chicago Lodge #7), Robert “Rocky” Nowaczyk 
(Illinois State Police, assigned to the Skokie Courthouse and a major F.O.P. connection and organizer for Easter Seals), 
Bill Dougherty (First Vice President, F.O.P.), and Chad Cunningham (Development Coordinator for Easter Seals.)

the Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity to help build 
the facility. Mayor Richard J. Daley, 
through the Chicago City Council, 
donated the vacant 3.4 acre of land 
for the new school. Mark Donahue, 
President of the Fraternal Order of 
Police Chicago Lodge #7, stated that 
their donation’s priority is the Easter 
Seals Metropolitan Chicago.
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Irish Werewolf Movie
By James Bartlett

After 30 years of bombs and 
balaclavas, an independent fi lm-
maker is hoping that a mythical 
beast can change perceptions of 
Northern Ireland – and hopefully 
terrify audiences as well. With the 
success of movies such as Dog 
Soldiers, The Descent and others, 
Andy Smith from Carrickfergus 
in County Antrim felt that it was 
time to create something new and 
horrifi c on screen. 

“The world needs a diff erent 
view of this place (Northern Ire-
land). Shame that we are gonna 
make everyone scared to come to 
the Mournes, but hey, it’s just a 
movie. Isn’t it?” 

Writer and lead actor Smith, 29, 
is a devoted follower of werewolf 
lore and aims to take a fi lm crew 
up into the famous mountains in 
County Down and bring the legend 
to life in his appropriately-titled 
fi lm Mourne.

“I’ve been on the Mournes many 
times – and it still scares me at 
night. I’ve just come out of the Spe-
cial Forces after eight years, and 
I’ve been on them many times on 
ops as well. They are Ireland’s most 
amazing scenery; magical huge 
mountains and moors shrouded in 
myths of fairies and banshees.”

Set in the fi ctional village of the 

Casting is currently taking place 
in the USA, and Smith is planning 
to fi lm some teasers in Los Angeles 
on an upcoming trip. “I’m hoping 
to attract some investors or distribu-
tors, though the response has al-
ready been overwhelming. So many 
people have emailed from diff erent 
companies and stuff , so I’m hoping 
someone really big is gonna help us 
push this to the limit.” 

Two other low-budget horror 
movies have been shot in North-
ern Ireland recently - Nailed and 
Wilderness – and Smith hopes that 
more fi lms will take advantage of 

same name, the story sees a group 
of nine American paranormal in-
vestigators arriving to investigate 
a farmer’s claims that a werewolf 
has attacked his sheep. The inves-
tigators soon discover that a dark 
legend lives on the mountain, and 
split up into groups to track the 
fearsome beast. Grisly deaths, he-
licopter crashes and double-crosses 
follow, and there’s a promised twist 
in the tail (!) that leaves plenty of 
room for a sequel. “An American 
Werewolf in London is hands down 
my favorite movie of all time. I’ve 
watched it so many times I know 
every word. This movie is a modern 
take on (An American Werewolf 
in London director) John Landis’ 
version. It’s traditional, reluctant 

werewolf who doesn’t like being 
what he is, but he can’t stop it.” 

Last year Smith made the leap 
into acting and worked as an extra 
on independent movie Code Black, 
which was fi lmed in Columbus, 
Ohio. It was this visit to the USA 
that fi nally encouraged him to bring 
his idea—written over four years 
during downtime when he was on 
duty—to life.

Filming on Mourne is due to 
start in February 2007, but work 
has already begun on making 
the monster come to life through 
the magic of computer generated 
imagery, which will be for the 
establishing shots of the monster. 
Make-up will be used to mark the 
lunar metamorphosis from man to 
beast, and a mechanical creature for 
closer shots. “With CGI sometimes 
the transformation is really quick, 
but it is not meant to be like that, 
it is meant to be painful – that’s 
the curse.” 

An American designer is creating 
the physical wolf, and Yorkshire-
based Sknnedesign are creating the 
computerized imagery. “When you 
see this thing for the fi rst time on 
screen, you’re gonna want to look 
away rather than see how cool the 
monster looks. It’s awesome, truly 
horrifi c, and will be kept secret until 
the day it comes out. All of this has 
been like being fi red out of a gun - 
everything has happened so fast.” 

the spectacular local scenery and 
help present a diff erent view of the 
country. “This place has so much 
potential for other movies. Ireland: 
where else in world can you fi nd 
such myth and legends – and why 
we have never seen something done 
in the Mournes?”

Smith hopes that he will be 
able to use Northern Irish locals as 
extras, and the fi lm is slated for a 
September or October 2007 release 
– details about the lycanthropy and 
the horror in the mountains can be 
found at http://mournethemovie.
com/index.html

Children’s  Center for
Cultural Studies

at the
Irish American Heritage Center

4626 n knox     chicago iL
Children meet new friends and have fun 

larning Irish language, art and mythology 
through drama, story telling and art classes.

Saturday morning classes for children 
ages 6 to 15 years old

    E Celtic Mythology and Art (ages 6-11)
   E Irish Language (6-11 and 12-15)
   E Teen Theater Workshop (ages 12-15)
   E Irish Cultural Studies (ages 12-15)

  Winter Term: Sat. January 6 to March 10
  Spring Term: Sat. April 14 to June 16
  Summer Term: Jul 10 to Aug 23 Tues, Weds, Thurs
  Fall Term: Sept. 29 to December 1

To register, call 773-282-7035 x10

Fee $45.00 per class (members)
$60.00 per class (non-members)

Additional Fees for Summer Term

Discounts for families

www.irishamhc.com
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BUSH LOST IRAQ, irrecoverably. 
Many Americans don’t know it, yet, but 
a major cause of our defeat is torture. 
Bush’s decision to torture prisoners 
has made the word “America” an 
international stench. It only deepens 
our dishonor that our news media have 
kept Americans in the dark about the 
tortures-to-death and other horrible 
practices of which the rest of the world 
is fully informed. We Americans seem 
to be complicit in being lied to, perhaps 
it protects our “innocence.” Unlike our 
corrupted “mainstream” news media, 
the freer (mostly foreign) media do 
publish interviews of survivors of US 
torture. In one sense, the Bush regime 
is unlucky in this when one considers 
the following. 

B R I T I S H  T O R T U R E  o f  I r i s h 
republicans in the post-1969 phase 
of the Anglo-Irish confl ict, though it 
earned Britain the odious record of 
Europe’s most-convicted torture State, 
was covered up by most of the world’s 
news media. It was covered up because 
it couldn’t be spun. But the fact that 
Brit forces perpetrated approximately 
six-sevenths of all killings in the post-
1969 Anglo-Irish conflict was spun 
– into a monolithic media claim that 
the murderers were “peacemakers” 
while the Irish who attempted to defend 
their communities from the murderous 
occupiers were, themselves, labeled the 
murderers, the “terrorists.” 

ISRAELI TORTURE of Palestin-
ians was similarly covered up. And as in 
Ireland, the community being murdered 
are themselves labeled the murderers, 
the “terrorists.” It is part of a sixty-year-
long genocide of Palestine; part of the 
on-going Israeli robbery of Palestinian 
lands, houses and other property.

WHAT CHANGED? Why didn’t 
the total cover-up of British and Is-
raeli tortures extend to Bush’s tortures? 
(Keep in mind that the White House 
torture memos prove White House 
guilt. Imprisonment of the few “bad 
apple” privates and sergeants served 
to provide cover for the creators of our 
international torture gulag.

CAMERAS in the hands of sol-
diers on the spot; did they make the 
diff erence? It wasn’t the news media 
that fi rst published those devastating 
photos, it was individual soldiers who 
posted them on the internet. Were it not 
for those brave soldiers Bush & Co’s 
tortures might remain as covered up as 
Margaret Thatcher’s and the Israelis’.

IT IS A MEASURE of the impor-
tance of the recent partial-cleansing of 
Congress that during its stench-fi lled 
dying days on Dec. 7th, 239 of them, 

mostly repubs, attempted to award the 
Congressional Gold Medal to torturer 
Margaret Thatcher. It was Cong. Mark 
Kirk (R, Chicago’s northern suburbs) 
who introduced that resolution. De-
cency prevailed when Barney Frank 
(D, Ma) objected and led the forces 
that managed to block the measure. 
Frank said he would do everything 
in his power to stop it because of the 
Irish community’s “very legitimate and 
strong” reaction to Mrs. Thatcher. Other 
congressmen joined Frank in opposing 
it. Among them was Joseph Crowley 
(D, NY) who stated; “It would be just 
plain wrong to give Congress’s highest 
award to Mrs Thatcher on the 25th 
anniversary of the IRA hunger strikes. 
Irish-Americans and all decent people 
will remember Mark Kirk’s dalliance 
with the evil Mrs Thatcher and her 
crimes. You can provide some feedback 
to Congressman Kirk at 847/940-0202 
or by eMail to rep.kirk@mail.house.
gov. Also, let’s thank Congressmen 
Barney Frank and Joe Crowley for do-
ing the right thing.

OFFICIAL U.S. opposition to basic 
democracy (national self-determina-
tion) for the Occupied Irish began long 
before Bush & Co. We all know how US 
Senator George Mitchell was presented 
to the world as the “impartial arbiter,” 
the “honest broker” who would “bring 
justice” to the Occupied Irish. The 
news media, including Irish-America’s, 
were essentially universal in lauding 
Mitchell’s “impartiality.” This, despite 
the fact that on 3/7/91 then-US Sena-
tor Mitchell had introduced S.Res. 75, 
that “commended and thanked former 
Prime Minister Thatcher.” With two 
sponsors, it was passed that same 
day. Mitchell introduced his senate 
resolution only after he had failed in 
his announced intention to get her a 
Presidential Medal of Freedom. Soon 
after Mitchell’s senate resolution passed 
he was rewarded for supporting torturer 
Thatcher. He was appointed the “honest 
broker” who would end Britain’s nine 
centuries of genocide in Ireland. His 
“impartial” eff orts resulted in no justice 
re Britain’s terrorist occupation of the 
Six Counties. Instead, he fronted for 
the reestablishment of British misrule 
there. The State terrorism, the atrocities 
and torture were all covered up. What 
he actually did was get Britain a better 
grip on the throats of the Occupied 
Irish. Prior to Mitchell’s appointment, 
during it, and even to this day, the news 
media, including Irish America’s, have 
promoted his “honest broker” image, 
despite his actual record. And the mur-
ders that he is credited with ending had 

actually peaked two decades earlier in 
1972 and had dropped to small numbers 
long before his appointment. And in any 
event the murderers were British, not 
Irish. Acting through Mitchell the Brits 
drove home their Big Lie that blamed 
the IRA for the murders perpetrated by 
Brit forces. Having fully established 
the lie that the problem was Irish, 
not British, terrorism, he then led the 
campaign to disarm the (Irish) rebels 
with his “decommissioning” gambit. 
Meanwhile a very different reality 
proceeded unhindered. A recent (too 
late) Sunday Business Post article is 
headed; “Objection to Catholic Murder 
Ended British Offi  cer’s Army Career.” 
It reads; “Lieutenant Colonel Nigel 
Wylde, who served in the North during 
the early to mid-1970s, told the Sunday 
Business Post that a murder was carried 
out after information was passed from 
the British army to a Loyalist gang who 
then shot dead a Co. Armagh Catholic 
man with no political connections.” He 
continues: “It left me very disillusioned 
with how things were going on. It was a 
case of an innocent man being shot and 
there was clearly collusion involved. 
I objected extremely strongly to what 
had happened and I expressed those 
objections at the time.” Soon thereaf-
ter Wylde was sent back to England. 
Dozens if not scores of British military 
personnel have been punished for 
refusing to commit war crimes against 
the Irish, but the news media refuse 
to interview them, and Sen. Mitchell 
opposed such truth-telling. But do 
not react with weakness or negativity. 
These truths are horrifying but we must 
respond with courage. We must act as 
if our democracy were still operative. 
It will be restored if we all fulfi ll our 
obligations. So will Ireland’s. .

WILL WE SUCCEED in restoring 
the US republic? Who can be certain? I 
suggest that we will, but we will know 
we have succeeded only if and when 
the rule of law is reestablished here. 
And if the rule of law is ever restored 
to America its fi rst mission must be 
to prosecute the Supreme Crime. It 
was during the 1945-46 Nuremberg 
Tribunal that the Supreme Crime was 
defi ned as “the waging of unprovoked 
war.” It was called the “Supreme” crime 
because its perpetrator(s) would be held 
personally responsible for all of its 
resultant deaths and destruction. Thus 
the restoration of US democracy awaits 
the beginning of prosecution of Bush 
& Co for their Supreme Crime, their 
unprovoked war against Iraq.

MEANWHILE it is the additional 
tragedy of the Occupied Irish that their 
re-subjugation, like that of Yugoslavia, 
now serves as a model for the subjuga-
tion of Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, Syria, 
Lebanon, and others. But Iraq isn’t 
buckling to foreign occupation. Its 
Chalabis and Malikis, though just as 

treasonous as Gerry Adams, Martin 
McGuinness and Denis Donaldson, are 
not achieving similar victories for their 
handlers. One reason is that the world 
is not as deceived about the Iraq war as 
it has been about the Anglo-Irish one. 
The news media are not as monolithi-
cally deceptive about Iraq as they were 
re Ireland. There was no Al-Jazeeera 
to counter the lies that sank freedom in 
Ireland. But it exists for Iraq, and while 
the rest of the news media show U.S. 
missiles being launched and bombers 
taking off , Al-Jazeera shows the eff ects 
of that ordnance on Iraqi families. How 
interesting that in this “Land of the 
Free” not a single TV station will carry 
Al-Jazeera news. Bush & Co evidently 
don’t trust Americans enough to allow 
us to see alternative news about Iraq.

“ W H Y  S W E AT  T O R T U R E ? ” 
asked an old acquaintance. “It’s no big 
deal. It’s been going on forever in Cook 
County jail.” “Besides; Bush says he 
doesn’t condone torture, says it’s illegal. 
But even if people are being tortured in 
Guantánamo and Abu Ghraib, they are 
not Americans and are thus not covered 
by the Constitution, and in any event, 
US law doesn’t apply in Cuba or Iraq.” 
He, a good man in all other ways, urged 
me to forget Bush’s torture gulag, and 
he did so partly based on his belief that 
torture is commonplace in America. 
Until then I had been absolutely certain 
that any American who believed that 
torture was being infl icted somewhere 
would immediately act to stop it and 
to have its perpetrators prosecuted. 
But my friend had not taken any ac-
tion against the torture he believes is 
commonplace in Cook County. Still, 
without hard evidence of it I consider 
it an unfounded allegation. 

POLICE LT. JON BURGE and two 
of his subordinates in Chicago’s 3rd 
Police District were torturers. It was by 
torture that they extracted confessions 
from scores if not hundreds of victims. 
Some were sent to death row. Some 
of the “confessors” were convicted by 
now-Mayor Daley. It turned out that 
Burge has powerful allies. Though 
he had the police department’s legal 
team defending him against charges of 
torture, an infl uential alderman spent 
another $million on private lawyers to 
defend Burge. That alderman was Eddie 
Burke, Britain’s main ally during Irish-
Chicago’s MacBride Principles cam-
paign. He had been an admirable offi  cial 
prior to accepting a few freebie junkets 
to Britain for himself and his wife at Brit 
gov’t expense. After a lengthy series of 
betrayals by corrupt aldermen it was 
through the truly honorable Alderman 
Tom Murphy and his minority alder-
manic allies that Irish-Chicago fi nally 
won enactment of MacBride.

THE UPSHOT on Burge is that 
he cannot be punished for his crimes. 
Those wrongfully convicted due to 

confessions that he tortured out of them, 
those not executed, will never receive 
justice. A judge so ruled recently. Yet we 
are told that it is to Iraq that we must 
deliver democracy; not to the Chicago 
City gov’t. A little aside re the Burge 
torture saga: Back about 1990 when 
Burge’s tortures were fi rst being inves-
tigated he and his two fellow-torturers 
got permission from the South Side 
St. Patrick Day parade committee. 
They were scheduled to ride in an open 
truck or fl oat festooned with banners 
proclaiming their status as “rebels 
against corrupt power,” adopting the 
pose of honorable Irish rebels. Horri-
fi ed, I phoned a committee offi  cer who 
informed me that the permit had been 
granted and that was that. Later that day 
and in succeeding ones the committee 
received such a torrent of incredulous 
queries from international news media 
that they fi nally caught on and cancelled 
Burge’s permit. Excepting that single 
shocking misstep the committee’s St. 
Pat’s Day parades up Western Ave. 
have consistently delighted attendees, 
perhaps especially children.

T H E  U . S .  C O N S T I T U T I O N ’ S 
protections are not limited to U.S. 
citizens. Throughout its amendments 
it refers to “persons” not citizens, and 
it is the supreme law wherever the U.S. 
has jurisdiction. That includes all U.S. 
military bases and facilities such as 
Guantánamo and Abu Ghraib. Though 
it is becoming commonly construed 
narrowly, the glory of the US is that 
it was not designed to be a club for an 
exclusive elite. It is for everyone under 
our flag. It confirms the rights and 
dignity that naturally inhere to each of 
us equally. There is no valid question 
as to who is protected in their persons, 
houses, papers and eff ects, whether 
citizen or alien. The nub of the issue 
is that the Constitution is a series of 
prohibitions against certain spelt-out 
acts that would reduce the inherent 
freedom of anybody. 

THE RESTORATION of America’s 
Rule of Law must include the rescis-
sion of essentially everything enacted 
during the Bush 43 administration. 
We must promptly undo his recently 
enacted retroactive prohibition against 
prosecution of his torturers. We must 
restore the America that unqualifi edly 
prohibits torture. Added to the $trillion 
that his Iraq war will cost us are costs 
of reparations we owe to Iraq, Palestine 
and Lebanon. The fi nancial load, alone, 
that he has placed on US taxpayers will 
vastly lower our living standards for a 
very long time. That burden is unshirk-
able no matter our degree of freedom. 
Still the possibility of freedom here is 
irresistably alluring. If we restore it, 
it will surely spread to Ireland and to 
all those countries currently in Bush’s 
gun-sights. Keep in contact with your 
district’s pols; urge them to act. 

By Chris Fogarty
For The Republic
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North American County Board GAA Convention 

By Eamonn Kelly

The North American County Board 
of the GAA staged its annual conven-
tion at the Irish Cultural Center in the 
Boston suburb of Canton. Galway-born 
Tom Dolan from Chicago was returned 
to offi  ce unopposed for a third year as 
Chairman. It was one of the best at-
tended conventions in recent years with 
all eight divisions represented. Four 
of the seven existing offi  cers declined 
to seek re-election to their positions. 
New offi  cers were elected for the posi-
tions Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Trea-
surer and PRO. Outgoing Secretary 
Eamonn Kelly of Chicago did allow his 
nomination for PRO to go forward and 
accepted the position without any op-
position. The offi  ce of Registrar went 
unopposed with Michael Dermody of 
Atlanta retaining his position. There 
were six nominations for Vice-Chair-
man with all nominees withdrawing 
their names with the exception of Liam 
Moloney, the current Vice-Chairman 
of the Western Divisional Board. 
Ballots were required for the posi-
tions of Secretary and Youth Offi  cer. 
Boston native and former Northeast 
Board Chairman Joe Lydon defeated 
former NACB Secretary John Keane 
to become the board’s new Secretary. 
Western Divisional Board Chairman 
Malachy Higgins of San Francisco 
became the new Treasurer with a 
victory over former NACB officer 
Chris Knightly also of San Francisco. 
Boston’s Mike O’Connor retained his 
position of Youth Offi  cer by outvot-
ing Gerry McKnight of Philadelphia. 
NACB Chairman Tom Dolan was re-
elected Central Council Delegate after 
a runoff  with former NACB Registrar 
Peter McDermott from Philadelphia. 
There were two nominations for Hon-
orary President of the board with Chris 
Murray of Detroit withdrawing in favor 
of Boston’s Pat Callaghan. 

After Northeast Divisional Board 
Chairman Bernie Connaughton opened 
the convention welcoming all the 
delegates to Boston NACB Chairman 
Tom Dolan spoke. He dealt directly 
with an issue that developed following 
the passage of a Donegal motion at the 
2006 Congress which could eff ect the 
deadline date for Sanction players to 
the NACB. He explained that two con-
tradictory motions, # 9 from Donegal 
which requested a June 1st deadline for 
sanction players to the NACB and mo-
tion # 10 submitted by Central Council 
that set a July 20th deadline on sanc-
tion players, both passed. He further 
explained that the NACB delegation 
focused all it’s attention on motion 10, a 
motion that was structured after almost 
2 years of negotiations and meetings 
with Croke Park’s By-laws committee. 
He went on to say that there was confu-

sion on the fl oor of the Congress when 
it was discovered that two contradictory 
motions passed which eff ected Offi  cial 
Guide Rule 43 and it eventually resulted 
in motion 9 being referred to the Rules 
Task Force Committee. On behalf of 
the NACB delegation Dolan apologized 
to the convention for not challenging 
the Donegal motion on the fl oor of 
Congress.  While the current status 
of motion 9, and how it’s going to be 
presented at next Congress, is unclear, 
the chairman said it’s very important for 
the new board to draft an amendment to 
protect and perhaps improve OG Rule 
43 for the next Congress. 

Dolan talked about the successful 
events of the 2006 season and touched 
on areas of concern to be addressed by 
the new board. In citing the national 
playoff s as the highlight of the season 
he saluted the Philadelphia Divisional 
Board and their Playoff  Committee for 
their great work in preparation for the 
event and particularly their eff orts in 
ensuring the completion of the games 
under the worst weather conditions ever 
experienced in the history of the tourna-
ment. He thanked players and referees 
for their great courage in staying the 
course in the awful conditions that as-
sured the completion of the games. He 
saluted the Youth Steering Committee 
and the Boston Youth Committee for 
the hugely successful staging of the 
2006 CYC Tournament. He praised 
the Northeast Divisional Board for 
their hosting of the biggest GAA in-
ternational event ever staged outside 
of Ireland, the Interprovincial football 
fi nal, the Owen Treacy Cup fi nal and 
the Ulster Hurling fi nal, all played at the 
Boston Irish Cultural Center in subur-
ban Canton. In expressing his concern 
with the deterioration of our games 
at senior level because of emigration 
problems, he said it’s more important 
than ever to put all our resources behind 
the various youth programs around the 
country. He thanked our Youth Offi  cer 
Mike O’Connor for his leadership in the 
area of youth development. 

Harry Costello (Chicago) was 
elected Chairman of the convention 
and former NACB secretary John 
Keane (Seattle) as convention sec-
retary. Leading the NACB in 2007: 
Tom Dolan (Chicago), Chairman; 
Liam Moloney (San Francisco), Vice-
Chairman; Joe Lydon (Boston), Sec-
retary; Malachy Higgins ( San Fran-
cisco), Treasurer; Michael Deremody 
(Atlanta), Registrar; Eamonn Kelly 
(Chicago), PRO; Michael O’Connor 
(Boston), Youth Offi  cer; Pat Callaghan 
(Boston), Honorary President.

Of the 49 motions submitted only 29 
were on the fi nal agenda. In an eff ort 
to keep senior hurling a fl oat the Chi-
cago Cuchulainn Hurling Club were 

successful with a motion that would 
allow a senior hurling team to register 
12 sanction players and be able to reg-
ister three of these players as residence 
players by June 10th.  Several motions 
pertaining to the player registration 
process were deferred for further dis-
cussion at a special NACB meeting. 
Also tabled for a special meeting was 
a motion submitted by the Philadelphia 
Tyrone GFC that requested a addendum 
to sections of Offi  cial Guide Rule 43 
that would eff ect inter-count transfer 
and sanction players. Several motions 
to decrease the number of sanction 
players allowed in junior hurling and 
football were defeated. Also defeated 
was a motion from the Philadelphia 
Eire Og Club that requested all junior 
C teams be restricted to playing only 
American born players as opposed 
to just teams from the 4 major cities, 
Boston, Chicago, Philadelphia and San 
Francisco. However, a motion from the 
Seattle Gaels passed that requires no 
less than 8 American born players on 
the fi eld at any one time in the Junior 
C hurling competition. 

The Chicago St. Mary’s Camogie 
Club was successful with a motion that 
moves the camogie deadline to register 
resident players from June 30th to June 
10th, which brings it in line with the 
ladies football deadline. Starting with 
the 2007 season all hurling and camo-
gie players participating at junior B and 
below level games will be required to 
wear helmets following the passage of 
a motion from the Milwaukee Hurling 
and Camogie Club.

Two motions submitted by the Youth 
Board passed. The fi rst will now allow 
the youth offi  cer and one youth board 
delegate to have a vote at the Divisional 
Board’s Annual General Meeting. Also 
successful was a motion that allows the 
Divisional Youth Offi  cer be elected at 
the Divisional Youth Board Annual 
General Meeting. 

Following a request from the Bal-
timore and Washington DC Gaels 
Clubs that was tabled for convention 
at a meeting earlier this year, the del-
egates voted in favor of a new NACB 
Divisional Board be formed in the 
Maryland/Virginia/Washington DC 
area. Teams from the Baltimore and 
Washington DC clubs will no longer be 
required to register with the Philadel-
phia Divisional Board. The new board 
is expected to be structured prior to the 
2007 season. 

In a close vote, Boston was award-
ed the playoff for 2008 over San 
Francisco. Next years playoffs will 
be hosted by the Central Divisional 
Board in Chicago. The 2007 NACB 
convention will be hosted by the 
Southwest Divisional Board in the San 
Diego/Los Angeles area.

Billy Boyle
By James R. Benn

Billy Boyle, the fi rst in a new series 
from James R. Benn, is the story of a 
22-year-old Boston Irish rookie cop 
who made detective—through the 
time-honored traditions of politics and 
patronage—three days before Pearl 
Harbor. Typically American, Billy 
never loses his disdain for authority or 
the cynicism of a city cop as he slowly 
grows from a self-centered wise guy 
interested only in his own survival to a 
reluctantly heroic fi gure.

The Boyle clan of Boston is a 
tight-knit Irish family, their fi erce 
loyalties extending little beyond each 
other, Ireland, and the police force 
where Billy’s father and uncles serve. 
The family fi nds Billy a post with 
a distant relative of Mrs. Boyle’s, a 
general serving with the War Plans 
Department in Washington D.C., 
where Billy is to safely sit out the war. 
Unfortunately for the Boyles, that 
unknown general is Dwight David 
Eisenhower, who whisks Billy off  to 
England when he is appointed Com-
mander of U.S. forces in Europe.

Billy is greeted with less than a 
modicum of warmth at HQ by his 
new commanding officer, Major 
Harding, and his assistant, Second 
Offi  cer Daphne Seaton of the Brit-
ish Women’s Royal Naval Service. 
General Eisenhower sends Billy with 
Major Harding and Second Offi  cer 
Seaton to a briefi ng about Operation 
Jupiter—the British plan to invade 
Norway and rout the Germans—at 
Beardsley Flail where the Norwegian 
government in exile holds court. 

The Chronologers’ Quest: The Search for 
the Age of the Earth
by Patrick Wyse Jackson

How long ago was the earth created? 
When did creation take place? Through 
the ages, philosophers and scientists 
have struggled to come up with a 
logical explanation of how the Universe 
and the Earth came to be. Creation 
and the early history of the Earth have 
been the subject of mythological stories 

derived from many cultures. Whether 
it be astronomers, philosophers, or 
geologists, The Chronologers’ Quest
tells the many fascinating attempts to 
determine the age of the Earth — the 
on-going question that has plagued 
mankind for thousands of years is 
chronicled in stark detail.

From Egyptian techniques to Indian 
beliefs, from old Italian strategies to 
Isaac Newton’s numbing realization, 
Patrick Wyse Jackson discusses how 
the world came to this monumental 
breakthrough and the importance of its 
discovery. A must read for all people 
with an interest in what we call Earth.

Patrick is a lecturer in Geology and 
curator of the Geological Museum in 
Trinity College, Dublin.

The Chronologers’ Quest: The 
Search for the Age of the Earth. 
Cambridge University Press, New 
York, 2006. ISBN: 0-521-81332-8; 
hardcover; 291 pages $30.00; www.
cambridge.org/us.

Billy’s job is to ferret out the 
Norwegian secret agent, code name 
Prodigal Spy, who is leaking British 
secrets to the Germans. And then 
there’s the small matter of eight 
tons of gold bullion smuggled 
out of Norway by the Norwegian 
government to the U.S. and Canada 
just hours before invading German 
forces arrived. The king’s deputy 
minister has accused the king’s 
economic adviser of misplacing two 
crates of the gold in the move.

Shortly after the briefing, the 
king’s economic adviser is found 
dead and Billy is put in charge of the 
investigation. This is defi nitely not 
what Billy expected, nor is he really 
qualifi ed, and he must rely on his 
native wits to keep himself alive and 
avoid humiliating his family as he 
conducts his fi rst investigation.

Billy Boyle by James R. Benn. 
Soho Press, New York; 2006; (1-
56947-433-8); 295 pages; $23.00
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Duddy Eyeing March 16 at MSG 

GAA president Nicky Brennan 
told me recently on my radio pro-
gramme, that they have now laid 
down new rules if the International 
Rules series is to be continued be-
tween the GAA and the Australian 
Football League. He said “trust is 
the fi rst step towards the survival 
of the international rules test. The 
scenes which marred the second 
test eroded any trust that had been 
built up between the two associa-
tions. Repairing this was central 
to getting the series back up and 
running again.”

News from GAA headquarters 
emphasises that the association’s 
document could contain radical 
rule alterations that eff ect the way 
that the game is played, not just the 
disciplinary matters that govern 
it. According to Liam Mulvihill, 
GAA’s director-general, there has 
been a big change in the games 
over the last few years which sug-
gest that it isn’t as fast as it was in 
the earlier years. That will be one 

of the aspects that will be looked 
at from both sides.

Nicky Brennan said that no meet-
ing with the AFL would take place 
in Dubai in January, as speculation 
has hinted, because no time frame 
had been put in place to commence 
discussions. The whole matter of 
trust has to be built up following the 
disgraceful scenes which marred 
the second Test at Croke Park before 
83,000 spectators last October. The 
Aussies conduct when they attacked 
Meath’s Graham Geraghty, who had 
to be hospitalised, brought condem-
nation from all parts of the country. 
Headlines in all the newspapers, 
television and radio called for the 
abandonment of the series because 
of the physical aspect of the Aussies 
approach.

Brennan stated that he was very 
unhappy about the outcome. He 
stresses “I’m not going to prejudge 
what the Australians will say when 
they get our document but they 
will have to realise there are big 

problems, and that it would take 
a fairly major change in terms of 
the type of game being played to 
resurrect it”, he said.

Brennan defended the decision to 
shelve the junior tour, which was run 
in conjunction with the senior one. 
He felt that they needed a complete 
review of the rules and the relations 
with the AFL and that included the 
junior series. He said “We presented 
a scenario whereby the only basis we 
could continue was, fi rst of all, that 
the 2007 series would be suspended 
and that we would prepare a docu-
ment that would form the basis of 
any future talks.”

It remains to be seen whether 
the AFL will respond positively to 
the new demands laid down by the 
GAA, who came in for a lot of fl ack, 
following the disgraceful scenes 
involving many of the Aussie play-
ers in the second test at Croke Park 
which the GAA deplored at the time. 
It is a pity that the series are now 
very much in jeopardy of collapsing 
and certainly discontinued.

As I mentioned some months 

ago the GAA were going to install 
fl ood lighting in Croke Park has now 
come to pass. The fl ood lights are 
now in place and they will be the 
brightest of their kind anywhere in 
the world. I saw them in action a few 
weeks ago and I must say surpass 
any I have seen in my travels around 
the world. They will be used for the 
fi rst time for the opening of the 2007 
National football league series in 
February when Dublin play Tyrone 
under those lights.

They will also be used, of course, 
for the International rugby and 
soccer matches to be played for the 
fi rst time at Croke Park, in February 
and March too. Whether the GAA 
will continue to allow rugby and 
soccer to be played in Croke Park 
remains to be seen. The problem 
rests with the Irish Rugby Union 
who have closed their headquarters 
in Landsdowne Road, while it is be-
ing redeveloped and rebuilt. That’s 
where the snag lies. Local residents 
who oppose the rebuilding of the 
old stadium are opposing same in 
the courts. That is causing a delay 

in starting the project to have it up 
and running by 2008.

Already the GAA have planed a 
special meeting on February 17 to 
decide if rugby and soccer interna-
tionals will need Croke Park in 2008 
should the Landsdowne Road devel-
opment be delayed. GAA president 
Nicky Brennan has stated that the 
February 17 meeting will determine 
whether that question arises. Under 
the terms of the motion passed at the 
2005 Congress the GAA has agreed 
to empower Central Council with 
the decision whether the stadium 
is available for the duration of the 
Landsdowne Road redevelopment.

But if that redevelopment runs 
into problems during the appeal 
process then the February meeting 
of the GAA could opt out of their 
commitment to the rugby and soccer 
bodies. It is clear that the GAA are 
allowing matters to run its course in 
the hope that the redevelopment of 
Landsdowne Road is completed in 
time. Recently the FAI had a request 
turned down to allow the interna-
tional soccer team to train at Croke 
Park in preparation for their World 
Cup game against Wales for two 
sessions in January. But that soccer 
international against Wales will not 
be played until March and prefer-
ence must be given to rugby for their 
opening International in mid Febru-
ary. The GAA rightly pointed out 
to the FAI that the IRFU correctly 
requested permission for training 
dates for two sessions in January 
and two more sessions in advance 
of the landmark French game. They 
are hoping that the FAI will request 
the use of Croke Park for training 
sessions when their time comes for 
their International soccer match 
against Wales in March. That way 
their request will be suitably dealt 
with and most likely be granted. 
In the mean time the GAA has laid 
under sod heating in case of snow 
or frost when the stadium is rented 
out for the rugby and soccer.

John Duddy. Photo by Emily Harney

IAHC Friday Night 
Fish Fry

The IAHC will continue its 
Friday Night Lenten Fish Fry 
this winter in the Fifth Province 
Pub. The IAHC is located at 4626 
North Knox Avenue, Chicago. 

The fi sh fry runs from Friday, 
February 23 through Friday, April 
6 from 6:30pm-9pm. Admission 
for adults is $9 and children 
is $6. There will be a cash bar 
available and patrons can listen 
to live Irish music in the Fifth 
Province. Tickets for the dinner 
can be purchased at the door. 
773-282-7035, ext. 10.

porting Log
By Sean
Og. O Ceallachain

S

IBA World middleweight title-
holder “Ireland’s” John Duddy, 
does not have a career-threaten-
ing detached retina, contrary 
to an erroneous report, and he 
pulled out of his scheduled Janu-
ary 11th fi ght in New York be-
cause cuts over his eyes, suff ered 
September 29 in his title-winning 
fi ght against Luis Ramon “Yory 
Boy” Campas, haven’t com-
pletely healed.

Duddy (18-0, 15 KOs), rated 
No. 7 by the WBO and No. 9 by 
the WBA, is preparing to headline 
an Irish Ropes Promotions show 
March 16th – St. Patrick’s Day 
Eve – in The Theatre at Madi-
son Square Garden that will be 
broadcast live all over the world, 
including on pay-per-view in 
North America.

“I’m not fi ghting January 11th 
on the advise of my eye special-
ist...” Duddy explained. “He said 
the best thing to do was rest. I 
want to be 100-percent for March 
16 and didn’t want to jeopardize 
my career.”

Born in Derry, Ireland and 
now fi ghting out of Queens (NY), 
Duddy will train at the famed 
Gleason’s Gym (NYC) before 
heading south at the end of Janu-
ary to open training camp in Flor-
ida. Duddy sold out (5,200 seats) 
at The Theatre last St. Patrick’s 
Day Eve, knocking out Shelby 
Pudwill in the opening round.

“The fact it’s the night before 
St. Patrick’s Day and I’ve fought 

there twice before sellout crowds, 
Duddy noted, “I don’t think it’ll 
be any diff erent this time. There’s 
also going to be a lot of young tal-
ent on the card. I think it’s going 
to be great for the Irish, people in 
New York City, and boxing fans 
all over the world watching me 
headline my fi rst pay-per-view 
show. I think there was a sigh of 
relief back home, you know, when 
I pulled out of the January fi ght 
because so many people from 
Belfast, Derry and other towns 
in Ireland are coming here for 
the March 16 fi ght. They didn’t 
want anything to happen to me 
that could have jeopardized the 
March 16 show. Even if my fans 
can’t be here for that fi ght, they 
can watch it all over the world, in 
Irish pubs and homes. Everything 
worked out well for everybody 
this way. Happy days.”
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