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\ Boyle the Kettle

We'll Have A Sup Of Tea

Tom Boyle

boylethekettle@irishamericannews.com

The Ride of Our Lives

[ went to the book signing at the
Irish American Heritage Center to
meet the author of The Ride of Our
Lives, Mike Leonard. As it turned
out, Mike's parents are that wonder-
ful couple I met at Ravinia Sept. 3rd,
2005.That was a night to remember.
Marge was wearing Jack Smith’s
medal from the All-Ireland Football
Championships 1915when Cavanlost
to Wexford in the semi-finals. Jack
played for Cavan. Wexford went on
to beat Kerry in the All-Ireland. The
Irish Tenors were performing that
night. The story appeared in Boyle
the Kettle October 2005.

The story of the Leonard family
is quite amazing. Jack, at the age of
12 which would have been in about
1928, was sent back to Ireland to live
on the family farm. Traveling by ship,
he sailed on the SS Baltic and landed
at Queenstown (Cobh Harbor), and
from there went on to Dublin by train.
He was met at the train by relatives he
had never seen before and to be sure
theyweretheright people, theyhadto
produce aletter written by his mother
before he would go with them. They
went on to Cavan and the farm com-
pletewithahouse withathatched roof
anddirtfloorand noindoor plumbing.
Since he was expecting a castle, when
heaskedwhereitwas, therelativestold
him it was ‘out back’ with a grin.

So far I've only read excerpts from
the book and | can tell you it will keep
you smiling, if not laughing out loud.
Three generations of Leonards in two
RV'stravelling cross country, exchang-
ing tender and loving verbal assaults
ononeanother;asense of humorwas
essential to survival. To give you an
idea, Mike's dad, Jack, is missing his
right ear, | believe due to skin cancer.
While standing in a line, somebody
asked him, “What happened to your
ear?” His response was, “I guess |
shouldn't have taken that last fight
withTyson."Foraman 91 years of age,
that’s quite a remarkable response.

Mike Leonard retraces his pathin
life from that of a failing student at
Loyola Academy on Chicago’s North
Shore, having torepeat his senioryear
just to be able to get into college. It
was his love for hockey actually, that
motivated him. And eventually he
tried out for the pros. Discussing the
early years of his life, when he was
trying to figure out how to make a

living, already married and on the
brink of financial disaster, he invested
inamoviecamerabecausehelovedto
make movies and talk about them.

Hewenttomanytelevisionstations
looking for work. He was persistent
and finally got a job at a PBS station
on the campus of Arizona State Uni-
versity. However there was no salary,
but they gave him the $40 expense
moneytheywereallowed everyweek.
Mike is now a correspondent on the
NBC Today Show. Just last week he
did a story on Mulligan, the man for
whom that extra shot in the game of
golf is named. Take a Mulligan!

During his talk Mike Leonard
used an analogy about life’s op-
portunities. He said, "Sometimes
it's only a gentle puff of wind that
hits the sail of your boat; when it
does, tackintothe wind, it may take
you where you want to go.”

Chicago Cubs

Get ready for the post All-Star
Game collapse. Boyle the Kettle
in July 2006 said get rid of Kerry
“Deadpan” Wood and Mark Pryor.
The problem took care of itself;
although they still think Wood can
make a comeback (only God knows
why), but thank God for Zumbrano.

US Senator David Vitter

Here we go again. US Senator
David Vitter, (R) 46, campaigned on
family values. He is one of the Sena-
tors from Louisiana. He says God and
his wife have forgiven him for his
undetailed sins, presumably sexual
indiscretions. His wife Wendy may
have forgiven him, buthow would he
know God has? This allegedly hap-
pened several years ago. When first
asked about this, Mrs. Vitter is quoted
as having said,”I'm more like Lorena
Bobbit, then Hillary Clinton.”

I've always been wary of people
who wear their religion on their
sleeve. The Christian right. Maybe
Senator Vitter heard the commonly
referenced proverb about the evils
of the m--- word, self-gratification,
“better to spill his seed in the belly
of awhore than on the ground.” Ac-
cording to my research, there’s no
such passage in the Bible.

Need | remind you all again about
Jimmy Swaggart? Maybe Senator Vitter
was in his congregation. The Senator’s
phone numberwasfoundinthe phone
records of “D.C. Madam’, Deborah

Marge, Jack, and Mike Leonard

Jeane Palfrey, between 1999and 2001.
Elmer Gantry is smiling somewhere.

Al Qaeda

Homeland Security Chief Michael
Chertoffwarnsofanincreasedthreat
by Al Qaeda based on his “gut feel-
ing.” What is really going on here?
I suspect the White House needed a
distraction because Republicans in
Congressare now joining the Demo-
cratsin calling for troop withdrawals
inlrag,andtofocus onthereal threat
of Al Qaeda in Afghanistan.

So the Emperorand the Vice-Em-
perorwho exercise Executive Branch
privilege at every bend in the road,
just might have puthim up tothis...
What do you think?

Cook County Board

President Todd Stroger

| agree that a serious health
problem is a highly personal issue.
Prostate cancer in the early stagesiis
very treatable. However, whenoneis
running for public office, disclosure
should be made.

Now when do we get the tax
increase?

Mary Archbold

Long time member of the Irish
American Heritage Center Mary Arch-
boldand herhusband Gerry have been
actively involved since the beginning.
Recently, Mary encountered some dif-
ficultiesand underwentatriple bypass
heartsurgeryandtheamputationofher
right leg and her left foot. Ultimately,
theordeal wastoomuchforhertobear,
and Mary passed away July 23rd at
11:07 am. Please remember Mary and
her family in your prayers.

[llinois Senate President

Emil Jones

Senate President Emil Jonesdenies
any knowledge of John Sterling’s busi-
ness dealings with various govern-
mentagenciesinthestate,althoughhe
is Emil Jones'stepson. Sterling's com-
pany, Synch Solutions, has pickedupa

number of contracts from the Central
Management Services of lllinois
Tollways, the CTA, Chicago Public
Schools and the Cook County Forest
Preserve District. If you recall, it was
reported in May by the SunTimesand
NBC5 that Synch Solutions had been
employed by the parent company of
Commonwealth Edison while Emil
Jones was backing ComEd inits fight
toavoid lowering electricity rates. The
whole affair reminds you of the smell
of methane gasinamanure pile. Carol
Marin from the Chicago Sun Times
has done a great job of investigating
Synch Solutions and the connection
to Emil Jones.

Sex Abuse

The Catholic Church Archdiocese
of Santa Barbara is making a settle-
ment for $660 million to be paid to
508 victims of sex abuse. Cardinal
Roger Mahoney made the following
statement,”lhavecometounderstand
far more deeply that | ever could the
impact of this terrible sin and crime
that has affected their lives." Cardinal
Mahoneyisdisengenuous,disgusting,
deceptive and dissolute! This man
was evasive and elusive by hiding the
truth. There’s no doubt in my mind
that every cardinal and bishop were
acutelyaware of the pedophile priests
and after sending some for ques-
tionable psychiatric evaluation and
therapyin Maryland, they reassigned
these child molesters to new parishes
with no warning to the pastors or the
parishioners. The hierarchy had code
words, “bad” meant an alcoholic
priest,"bad bad"meantthey molested
boys. In Boyle the Kettle June 2005,
| wrote at some length about the
infamous Oliver O'Grady pedophile
priest, Irish-born, who was convicted,
spent seven years in prison, and then
deported to Ireland. While serving
under Cardinal Roger Mahoney, he
was promoted to pastor,eventhough
a letter dated in 1976 was in his file,
inwhich heapologizedtoan 11-year-
old he had molested. There was also
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a psychiatrist report saying O'Grady
has“a severe defect in maturation in
the matters of sexand social relation-
ships.”Cardinal Roger Mahoney said
he neverlookedin O'Grady’s fileand
stated the psychiatrist's report wasn't
aserious threat.There's plenty of doc-
umentation of Cardinal Mahoney’s
role in the long and terrible history
of pedophiliain his Archdiocese. He
should be defrocked immediately.
Jesus said, Mark 10:14 “Suffer the

CLASSIFIED

BABYSITTER NEEDED
Starting August 20th in Riverside
Monday - Friday (2:30 - 6:00 pm)

(2) boys, ages 8 and 10. Must have a

car. Will need toassist w/homework

and drive to after school activities.
Call: Jeanne (708) 870-1975

HOUSE FOR SALE

West Beverly Raised Ranch
2 Bedroom- 1 Bath For Sale By
Owner 773-744-4113

COMPASSIONATE
CAREGIVERS NEEDED

Help seniors remain independent in
their homes. Provide companionship
while assisting with basic household
tasks. Flexible hours. Mustbelegaland
have a car. La Grange area. Contact
Home Helpers at 708-783-1250 or
HomeHelpers1@comcast.net

MUSICIANS WANTED
for Irish Band to play music by The
Pogues & Saw Doctors, etc.
773-429-9805
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little children to come unto me and
forbid them not, for of such is the
kingdom of God. 15 Verily | say unto
you, Whosoever shall not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child, he
shallnotentertherein. 16 And hetook
them up in his arms, put his hands
upon them, and blessed them.’

Mt 18:6 “But who so shall offend
oneoftheselittle ones which believe
in me, it were better for him that a
millstone were hanged about his

neck, and that he were drowned in
the depth of the sea.’

Pope Benedict XVI

I repeat, “Silentium est a rectum.
(Boyle the Kettle, October 2006)
The Pope has reopened all the old
wounds with the religions of the
world declaring the Roman Catholic
Church as the one true church. He is
bringing back the Latin Mass, which
lunderstand is optional. As a child |

never understood it and neither will
the children of today. For those of
you who struggled with Latin as |
did,“Silentium est a rectum”means
silence is a virtue.

Irish American
Heritage Center

Festival

Mother Nature smiled and the
weather was glorious. It was a per-
fect weekend for our annual festival.

There were huge crowds, cultural
events to please every palate, plenty
of live entertainment, food, and the
best of beverages. It was indeed a
glorious success thanks to co-chair-
man Bob MacNamara and Pat Burke
andtheiroutstandingcommitteeand
all of the Irish American Heritage
Centervolunteerswho make it work.
Congratulations one and all. And
thankstothose of youwhocameand
had a great time.

MARQUETTE BANK

For FREE ATM Banking with chances to win $100, look for anmy of these logosl
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HICAGO

Gaelic News

BY PAT HENNESSY

U.S. Immigration Bill
Fails To Pass Senate

After such hard work by the Irish
Immigration Reform Movementand
othersoverthe past severalmonthsit
was very disappointing to watch the
U.S senate fail to pass the Kennedy-
McCain legislation. Although not
perfect by any means, it was a good
start that if passed and agreed to by
theHouseandsignedbythePresident
would provide a good remedy for
millions of the “undocumented.'The
Democrats with onlyaslight majority
inthe Senate did everything possible
to pass the bill but, unfortunately,
most Republicans looked uponitas
more of the same “Amnesty.’

The most controversial and funda-
mental aspect of this bill was the fact
that it would allow most “undocu-
mented”to remain in the U.S for the
first year and continue to work under
“Z Visas’, which could be renewed
every four years. They would have to
passacriminal background checkand
pay $1000.00 fine. Those who wanted
a“Green Card”would have to wait for
8yearsandreturnhometoapply.They
would be required to speak English
andinaddition pay another $1000.00
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fine. Most of the Republicans citing
“Amnesty” voted it down.

Immigration Reform Movements
will again have to return to the draw-
ingboardanddevisemoreacceptable
legislation.Inthe meantime, with the
Irish government back to work again
aftertheElectionsandwiththereturn
of Taoiseach Bertie Ahern, some seri-
ous consideration should be given to
theoftenproposedintergovernmental
(between the two countries, U.Sand
Ireland) visa plan— similar to that
presently used by New Zealand and
other countries—namely to allow
10,000 to enter legally each year.
Thousands of U.S workers are return-
ing to Ireland and finding it difficult
tofind employmentunder Irish laws.
These visas would benefit workers
from both countries. It would be a
start at least until something better
comes along.

Home From Hospital

[ recently returned home from St.
Anthony’s Hospital in Crown Point,
Indiana after surgery for a new hip
and am recovering nicely thanks to
the skillful and loving attention |
received. | am particularly thankful
to Dr. Bonjean who performed the

s md the

o the mils ef thn

surgery and to Dr. Michael Owens
who directed an amazing skillful
group of nurses, physical therapists,
and aides in the modern Rehabilita-
tion Department at St. Anthony’s.

They say that its impossible to
teach an old dog new tricks but this
amazing group taught this old guy
how to walk again in a few days, a
feat that | considered almost impos-
sible. Of course a merciful God also
lent a hand and aided and abetted
theirevery move.|shall forever bein-
debtedtosuchafinededicatedgroup
of peopleand my humble prayers will
be said for their welfare.

On a personal note my sincere
thanks also to my wonderful fam-
ily; Ellen, our daughter, and her fine
family, Colleen, Patrick, Kalynn and
Debra.Theirloving careandattention
eachandevery daytogetherwith lov-
ing nieces, nephews and dear friends
whosenttheirprayersand bestwishes
eachandevery dayare certainly help-
inginthe healing process. My sincere
thanks to everyone. My humble
prayers are being offered for you
all. Gur a mile mait agat, a cairde.
(Thank you all my dear friends).

Record of Irish
American Policeman

Vindicated

Our thanks to Rick Barrett, MI-
TRE Corporation, who forwarded a
copy of the finding of the Chicago
History Museuminthe case of thelate
Chicago Police Officer, James Quinn
and its thorough search to establish
that Officer Quinn was “The earliest
known police officerto diein the line
of duty.The report was also sent to
Alderman Edward Burke, Supt. Philip
Cline, Mr. Dennis Bengham, and
Capt. Jerry O'Sullivan (retired).

Thereport to Alderman James S.
Carothers states: “Last April. Alder-
man Edward M. Burke requested
that the Chicago History Museum
investigate the case of Constable
James Quinn, who died on Decem-
ber 5, 1853. We have conducted a
thorough and careful... analysis of
thefactsandcircumstancesrelatedto
hisdeath,including the evaluation of
material provided by Mr. Barrettand
the Chicago Police Dept. In doing
so, we applied historical standards.

| am writing you as Chairman of
the Committee on Police and Fire to
report our findings.

“We find that Constable Quinn
died asaresult of injuries he suffered
in the line of duty. We cannot say
with certainty that Constable Quinn
was the first Chicago Police Officer
todie carrying out his duty; previous
to Quinn’s death being known, two
other officers were eachidentified as
the first. We can say with certainty
that Constable Quinn is the earliest
known Chicago Police Officer to die
in the line of duty.’

Signed Gary T. Johnson

This official finding conducted
by such a prestigious and impartial
group as the Chicago History Mu-
seumshouldestablishthat Constable
JamesQuinndeservessuchanhonor
and that the error will be corrected
as soon as possible. Again our con-
gratulationsand thanksis expressed
tothecommitteewhoundertookthis
case, Alderman Edward Burke, Jim
Sheahan, Rick Barrett, who came
across the error while searching for
information on his own family, and
others. Our hats off to all of them for
a job well done. Beannact De ar an
oibre, a cairde gael. (God bless your
noble work, my good Irish friends).

If Chicago is Chosen
to Host the 2016

Olympic Games

Great things are being predicted
for Chicago if it is chosen host
city for the 2016 Olympic Games.
Changes for the better are being
forecast for not only the business
areain the Loop but also for almost
every neighborhood. It will indeed
becomeavibrant global city attract-
ing millions of visitors from other
countriesand nodoubtalot of them
will be coming from Ireland.

Ever busy Alderman Eddie Burke
hasaResolution all setand ready to be
adoptedwhichcouldresultinaddinga
fifth star to the Chicago flag. Presently
there are four-stars representing Fort
Dearborn, the great Chicago Fire of
1871, The World's Columbian Exposi-
tion of 1893 and the Century of Prog-
ress International Expositionin 1933,
atwhichthelate PatRoche, and others
starred in Irish dancing exhibitions at

their own “Irish Village.

The white stripes represent the
North, SouthandWestsides; theblue
stripes represent Lake Michiganand
the Chicago River.

Chicago Hurlers at Pan-
Am Games 1959

Our recent story on Chicago
hurlers at the Pan-American Games
1959 aroused quite a lot of interest
with calls from Chicago, New York,
Boston,andotherlocationsincluding
avery interested gael, named John
O’Flynn from faraway Vancouver, a
large city in southwestern Canada.
John, who is Canadian (his parents
are from Limerick) is a Canadian
GAA secretary, and is in the process
of writing a book on the GAA in
America, particularly outside of New
York and centered on the formation
of the Association in the 507, the
old Midwestern GAA board and, of
course, the North American Board.

In a long phone conversation,
we discussed many subjects and
he read parts of Canadian games
and winners of many trophies.
From what he read to me, John is
certainly on the right track, and we
hopethat heis not diverted by other
opinions or personalities. The truth
is, the old Midwestern Board was the
forerunner of the North American
Board, and the change was made
only to keep Chicago from winning
too many titles. The competition in
those days was inter-city and it was
successful for hurling and football.
The change tointer-club or city club
winners, representing the cities lacks
“the bite” of the inter-city competi-
tionandislosing thefightto promote
hurling on the level of football.

We wish John every success with
his book and we thank him for his
kind remarks on the report on the
Chicago hurlers at Soldier Field in
1959. He was particularly pleased
with our mention of all the players
and officers and for that we must
thank popular gaels Mike Kenny and
Sean Quigley. Thanks for the calls. It
was good to hearfromall of you. You
helped my recovery from hip sur-
gery. Our sincere thanks also to Ray
O’Hanlon, Senior Editor, for printing
thereporton the editorial page of his

SHIPPING TO AND FROM IRELAND!!!
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widely read Irish Echo. Gur a mile
mait agat, a cairde. John is anxious
to contact other Canadian gaels, or
hurlers and footballers who may
have played there over the years. His
phone number is 604-929-1466.

The Hennessy Picnic

This was the 30th annual Hen-
nessy Clan gathering and attracted
over 90 membersincluding children
and was a wonderful success. Our
sincere thanks to John Curran, Man-
ager of the beautiful and spacious
Bettenhausen Center at 8125 West
171st St., Tinley Park, for making
it possible for all of us to enjoy a
memorable occasion.

Also to all those who attended
from 4 states, IL. IN, WI and MI.
Gura mile mait agat, agus beannact
De a cairde.

Gaelic Park Ladies
Auxiliary

The very active Gaelic Park
Auxiliary will generously donate
all the “goodies” and coffee for the
Our Lady of Knock ceremonies at
Gaelic Park on August 21st. This is
always a large gathering assembled
to celebrate this glorious feast of Our
Lady of Knockin the traditional Irish
manner. Unfortunately our beloved
Fr. Kevin Shanley will not be with
us this year, but no doubt he will
be looking down from his heavenly
home. Ar dheis Be go raibhn an
ainm. Don't forget the date, August
21st, starting at 7pm. For more in-
formation, call Melody or any one of
the fine colleens at the front office,
708-687-9323.

Another Successful
Chicago Irish Feis

Our congratulations are again ex-
tendedtopopularHarry Costello(man
forall seasons) and his fine committee
foronceagain sponsoringandarrang-
ing the annual Irish Feis at Gaelic
Park. More than 2000 Irish dancers

fromall over the United States helped
to make this annual feis another very
successful one. Congratulations to
winners, judges, musicians and to all
who travelled and participated in this
wonderful event. Beannact Be ar an
oibre, a cairde gael.

One of PJ!s "Best
Friends”

Ourown PJ.O'Dea has thousands
of friends all over the GAA world. He
played for over 40 clubsin four coun-
tries, Ireland, England, Canada, and
the U.S. He was also a famed Clare
and Munster starand played with the
bestduringthosefamousyears.Great
men like Seam Purcell, “the ter-
rible twins’, Sean Flanagan, Padraig
Carney, and others. But his favourite
“good friend of all” has to be the
famous starfootballer,championand
ace jockey, the great and late, Mick
Tubridy, God rest his soul.

P.J.describes his“good friend”on
the football field as skillful, fast, and
confident.On Irish horses represent-
ing hisbeloved country, thelate Mick
was equally stylish and confident.
His tragic death was a real tragedy.
Why a skillful and experienced rider
like Mick Tubridy would fall off
his horse on a morning canter will
perhapsneverbeunderstood.Hewas
P.J's favourite friend and must have
been one of a kind. Ar dheis De go
raibhn an ainm.

Ireland Gets Its First
Black Mayor

Nigerian born, Rotimi Adebari was
recently elected Mayor of Portlaois,
Laois and thisis the latest sign of how
quickly immigration is changing the
face of Ireland. He came to Ireland
some years ago as an asylum seeker
andwaselectedthehead ofthisvibrant
community just west of Dublin unop-
posed. Adebari has been anindepen-
dent politician in the township since
2004 and was supported in his bid by
Sinn Fein and Fine Gael parties.

D

GOT DUIT - GET HELPIL
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The Irish Fellowship Club held their annual golf outing at The Beverly Country Club recently. Overall winners pictured
with Kathy Taylor and Gene Callahan are: (I to r): Pat Herald, President Kathy Taylor, Golf Chairman Gene Callahan,
Bill Wilkie, John Cronin, and Tom Cronin. One of the winners was overheard saying,” We never win anything! We'll take it!”

Celebrating, Adebari said that its
agreathonortobecomethe number
onecitizeninthetown,and hehoped
to live up to the unanimous support
that he received.

Less than ten years ago, a black
person in Ireland was an unusual
sight, but Ireland has absorbed over
300,000 asylum seekers, most of
who have come from Nigeria. They
have been attracted to Ireland’s
booming economy and its very lax
immigration laws.
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Irish Festival Cruise

Sal \ CELEB
Aboard

RITY CRUISE LINE'S
MILLENNIUM

Roundirip from Fort Lauderdale,

San Juan, Tortola, Casa de Campo and Labadece

Cruise along with the Finest
Irish Entertainerns
Hurry Space is limited! Book Now!

January 27 to February 3, 2008

WWW.IRISHTOURS.COM
1.800.441. HARP 7 215.885.5350




1

IRISH AMERICAN NEWS

August 2007

Ireland... Thar Be Oil!
By Sean Og. O Ceallachain

Ireland is now the seventhrichest
nation in the world. Our economy
is booming and the envy of all the
other countries in the European
Union.Irelandhasnounemployment
and is still taking in immigrants to
fill our rising employment needs
in all aspects of our economy. Un-
doubtedly, we have been having a
property boom for the past number
of years with the building of 80,000
homes yearly. But now, another
phenomenon has arisen which will
putlreland onthe verge ofanoiland
gasboomtoovershadowthe present
massive building programme which
the Fianna Fail-led Government
started ten years ago.

A statement issued by the Pe-
troleum Affairs Division of the
Department of Communication,
Marine and Natural Resources says,
thereis atleast 10 billion barrels of
oil lying off the west coast of Ire-
land—which has a current value of
$450 billion ($50 a barrel). Added
togassupplies,energyexportshave
the potential to transform Ireland
into a new Middle East.

In a recently published scientific
report by Petroleum Atlantic Ireland,
it stated, “The potential shows vol-
umes of over 130 billion barrels of
oil and 50 trillion cubic feet of gas.”
Most of these deposits have been
pinpointedalonganunderwaterridge
known as the Atlantic Margin which
runs parallel to the west coast of
Ireland, ina more or less straight line
before arcing off towards Scotland
and the North Sea onwards towards
Scandinavia. To date, the Atlantic
Ridge hasn't let anyone down. The
Dunquin gas field whichis 200 km off
the Kerry coast contains an astonish-
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ing 25 trillion cubic feet of natural gas
and 4,139 million barrels of oil. Put
into context, this alone would meet
ourgasneeds—at present consump-
tion levels—for the next 62 years.

“With Dunquin we are planning
to drill wells next year and 2009. It
is deep water,and as a rule of thumb,
it takes about five years to get afield
into production, so we are looking at
2013 to 2015." Further up the coast
is the Spanish Point field, which is
200 km off the coast of Clare. The
field has known reserves of one and
a quarter trillion cubic feet of gas
and 206 million barrels of oil and is
valued at $19.6 billion. “At Spanish
Point we are looking at drilling wells
next year and looking at production
in that field in 2011," says John
O’Sullivan. Further north lies Corrib,
County Mayo, which hasanestimated
value of anywhere between $8billion
to $87 billion. The field, which has
been the scene of much controversy,
is being developed by Shell Marathon
and Statoil which is owned by the
Norwegian Government.

Inland lies the Lough Allen ba-
sin—an area which was largely
famous as a bog. But now the area
has been notionally valued at $74.4
billion and contains 9.4 trillion cubic
feet of gas and 1.5 billion barrels
of oil. The vast fields lies beneath
Lough Allen and straddles Cavan,
Fermanagh, Leitrim, Roscommon
and Sligo. “The answer to a large
part of our security of supply could
be in the northwest of Ireland. It
has the potential to turn from a gas
importer to a gas exporter,’explains
Tom Davitt, CEO of Finavera, who
are planning to develop the field in
the very near future (no date yet).

The question can be posed, “But
what will Ireland make from all this
oil and gas?” Taxes is the answer.
“There [are] no profit-sharing pro-
cedures, the State take is obtained
through the tax regime. In the case of
the petroleum income, the rate is 25
percentcomparedtothegeneral 12.5
percent tax. A review of the licens-
ing terms including the tax rates has
recently been completed and will be
considered by the Governmentin the
nearfuture,’stated Helen Chandler, of
the Department of Communications,
Marine and National Resources.

Currently, Ireland imports 85 per
cent of its energy needs.

Fine Art Prints by Roisin O'Shea
Superblydetailed,vibrantlycolouredFine
Artprintsofwatercolourpaintingsbyin-
ternationallypublishedlrishartistRoisin
O’'Shea, fromall32 countiesoflreland,
areavailableatwww.roisinoshea.com.All
printsfromtheartist'soficialwebsiteare
individually signedin pencilbyRoisin.
AlsoavailableareRoisinOSheacalendars,
notelets and Christmas cards.

No Charges in Collusion Cases

By Liam Cassin

The Public Prosecution Service in
the north of Ireland has stated it will
notprosecuteany ofthetwenty police
officersand British soldiers alleged by
the Stevens’enquiries to have been
involved in collusion with loyalist
terrorists, resulting in the deaths of
innocent civilians.

Sir John Stevens, Britain’s top
cop at the time, led three separate
investigationsinto collusion between
security forces and terrorists stretch-
ing back to 1989. In March 2003
he submitted files on the twenty to
the PPS, documenting the evidence
against them.

Amongthevictimsthat Stevensal-
leges were lost to collusion were civil
rights attorney, Patrick Finucane, and
protestant teenager Adam Lambert,
who was murdered by the Ulster
Defense Association (a loyalist terror
group) afterhaving been mistakenfor
a Catholic.

The decision not to prosecute has
been greeted by nationalists with
dismay and anger. The Catholic popu-
lation of the north widely regards the
evidenceofcollusion producedbyboth
the Stevens'enquiries and police om-
budswoman Nuala O’Loan’s investiga-
tions to be just the tip of the iceberg.
In fact all these efforts to uncover the
unholy link between elements of the
security forces and loyalists have con-
centrated onjustasmallnumberofthe
alleged instances of collusion.

Michael Finucane, Patrick Finu-
cane’s eldest son, released a state-
ment saying: “My family and | are
extremely angry and disappointed
at the decision of the DPP (Director
of Public Prosecutions) not to pros-
ecute anyone arising from the report
of the Stevens lll Investigation and
especially the mannerin which it has
been delivered.

“It is difficult to square the un-
equivocal nature of the conclusions
reached by Lord Stevens four years
ago with the submissive, timid,
unconvincing reasons advanced by
the DPP for not instituting a single
prosecution.

“The announcement by Lord Ste-
vens in Belfast four years ago sent
shockwaves through the British es-
tablishmentthatreverberatedaround
the world. The announcement today
by the DPP for Northern Ireland sinks
like a heavy stone into the mire of col-
lusionand cover-up, taking withitany
hope that the criminal justice system
in Northern Ireland will deliver for
victims where the State’s own agents
and agencies are concerned.”’

During the first Stevens probe in
1989, it was established that the Brit-
ish Army had installed its own agent,

Brian Nelson, as head of intelligence
for the outlawed UDA. Nelson rou-
tinely updated'intelligence files'with
the direct input of his army handlers.
Nelson was also at the sharp edge of
the killing. He admitted involvement
in eight murders and conspiracy to
commit 36 other murders.
Nelson’s files contained the names
of 29 victims killed by the UDA.
The man ultimately convicted
of Patrick Finucane’s murder, UDA
gunman Ken Barrett, claimed that a
Special Branch officer had actively
encouraged him to shoot Finucane.
Significant other evidence has
emerged in recent years which has
confirmedthelong-held suspicionsof
nationalists that members of the Brit-
ish Army and the police force have
systematically partnered with loyalist
terrorists in their sectarian ‘war’ on
the nationalist community. In one
incidentthe PPS admitted that senior
police officers provided firearms toa
known UDA killer gang, firearms that
were subsequently used tomurdersix
people, including two teenage boys.
No charges were brought in this case
becausetheidentitiesoftheofficersin
question could not be proved.
Investigations into collusion have
always been hampered by non-coop-
eration and fraud. Stevens has said
thathisowninvestigationshave been
“willfully obstructed and misled,’and

Dublin’s EcoCab

Thousands of people visit Dublin's
inner city everyday. They come to do
business, to shop, to see the sights
andto party. Being bombarded with
brand messages from left, right and
centre is now partand parcel of city
life. How do you make sure that they
rememberyourbrand?Todothisyou
need a high visibil-
ity, high impact
mobile media
thatpeoplenot
only notice,
theyenjoyand
remember.

Whether
advertised
on or not,
EcoCabs
DO get no-
ticed. How
could a vehicle of its kind not be
noticed? Ecocabs not only stand out
from the crowd 7 days a week com-
muting around the busiest areas of
Dublin city but also gain sympathy
and admiration as they roll on past
city traffic.

Committed to providing a new,
green and alternative form of city
transport that is not only highly

thatimportant, sometimes vital, evi-
dencehadbeendestroyedorwithheld.
Once, in mysterious circumstances,
his investigation headquarters were
even burnt to the ground.

Sinn Fein’s Alex Maskey, a former
Lord Mayor of Belfast, who narrowly
escaped death after being shotinan
attack organized by Nelson, said the
decision was “scandalous.” “There
wasasustainedandorchestrated cam-
paign against my life which included
the murder of my best friend Alan
Lundy as he worked on my home in
1993," he said. “I find it absolutely
galling that the PPS has taken this
decision. It wouldn't happen in any
other country in the world”

Alban McGinness, the SDLP’s
spokesperson for justice, described
the DPP’s decision as “the mother of
all cover-ups.”

With reference to the Finucane
case he said:“The conclusions of the
Stevens investigation are no longer
seriously disputed: that members of
the security forces were intimately
involved in this brutal killing.

“People wanted to see due process
in such animportant case. Although
weknow evidence was systematically
tampered with, the colluders should
have been brought before the courts
and the available evidence should
have laid out for all to see.

“Now we are faced with a
binding, unchallengeable deci-
sion by the DPP”

efficient for inner city commuting
but also free and fun, EcoCabs can
simply take one from A to B or tour
the city and take in the sights, and
dosoin aclean and green manner.
Helpingtochangeattitudestoglobal
warming and environmental issues
by giving people an opportunity to
do something beneficial and help

make cities cleaner and safer for

everyone, EcoCabs are doing
their part.
Dublin has be-
come hugely
congested in
recent years
and the
problems
of global
warming
and traffic
pollution
continue to threaten. Visitors to
Dublin can see they are doing
their part to preserve the beauty
that is Ireland. Emission-free
transportoptionsshouldbeapart
of Ireland’s strategy to combat
environmental issues and Eco-
Cabis committed to doing their
part and giving the public the
opportunity to do theirs.
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No Charges in Collusions
Cases... Editorial

By Sedn Canniffe
Publisher of the Irish Herald in
San Francisco and Los Angeles

Gettingtothetruthaboutthekilling
of Belfast civil rights attorney Patrick
Finucane is central to understanding
the nature of ‘The Troubles, the vio-
lent conflict that ripped society apart
in the north of Ireland for more than
25 years. Top British Police Chief Sir
John Stevens, who spent years of his
life investigating the case, and virtu-
ally the entire nationalist community
in the north have no doubt that Brit-
ish army personnel and Royal Ulster
Constabulary police officers colluded
with loyalists to commit this and other
assassinations of civilians. Yet eighteen
years after Finucane was shot to death
infront of his wife, who was also hurtin
theattack,and histhreeyoungchildren,
and four years after Stevens'extensive
investigation concluded that security
forceswereinvolvedandrecommended
thatcriminal chargesbebroughtagainst
specificindividuals, the Public Prosecu-
tion Servicehasannouncedthatnoneof
them will face trial in the case.

As Alban McGinness of the SDLP
said, this is the “mother of all cover
ups.” Stevens had no axe to grind in
his investigation. He certainly wasn't
a supporter of the IRA's campaign, he
was a British policeman to the core. His
bravery, dedication and professional-
ism were not motivated by anything
otherthan the revulsion he felt when it
becameapparenttohimthatmembers
of his own profession—those charged
with protecting the rights and lives of
others—should stoopsolowastofacili-
tatethemurderofanattorneywhosejob
itwasalsotoprotect therightsof others.
Patrick Finucane was part of thejudicial
system. He defended IRA men and
many others who were not IRA men.
The law in the United Kingdom, as in
theUSentitleseveryonetoacompetent
defense. Patrick Finucane did not plot
to shoot people or to plant bombs, but
in the eyes of those who killed him,
his defense of those accused of these
crimes made him just as guilty. So

the system
killed him.
No trial,
no jury, no
defense, no
right of ap-
pealfor Patrick Finucane, just summary
execution by those honor and duty
bound to protect him. It doesn’t get
much worse than that. Except that now
it has got worse.

Despite the lack of cooperation
by army and police personnel with
his investigation, and despite the
withholding and destruction of vital
evidence by army and police person-
nel, Stevens built cases that he clearly
believed were convincing enough to
indict these individuals on charges
relating to collusion with loyalists. But
the UK government has rejected his
conclusions. Yes, the UK government,
because for all intents and purposes
the Public Prosecution Service is the
UK government. Their logic is hope-
lessly weakin the face of the damning
report Stevens produced in 2003.

So there you have it. The British
government committed 15 years of
thecareerof one ofitsmost respected
and competent policemen to the
investigation of other policemenand
soldiersinits pay and then rejects his
conclusions when they don't square
with the message it is trying to put
out—that British forces or the RUC
were never involved in collusion with
loyalist terror gangs.

The feeling all along among
Catholicsin the north has been that
Patrick Finucane’s assassination was
notanisolatedincident,insteaditwas
symptomatic of the wider problem,
that collusion was endemic in all
areas of law enforcement.

Why is it important now, you may
ask? Because, like every society that
has been riven by such bitterand vio-
lent conflict, healing is a complex pro-
cess.Honestyandopennessisrequired
of all the protagonists in the conflict
aswellasanacknowledgement of the
hurt caused to the other side, which-
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ever side that may be. Only with this
honesty will wounds that have long
since been lefttofesterfinally healand
close. How do the relatives of Patrick
Finucaneand allthe many many other
victims of state collusion with terror-
istshealtheirwoundswhenthe people
they believe to be responsible are let
offwithoutevenhavingtoanswertheir
accusers in court?

Inabroader sense, the decision not
toprosecutethosealleged conspirators

Gaelic Park Happenings

The Feast of
Our Lady of Knock

Chicago Gaelic Park, the Irish
Cultural Centerlocated at 6119 West
147th Street will commemorate the
Feast of Our Lady of Knock on Mon-
day, August 20th, 2007 at 7:30 p.m.

The miracle of Our Lady of
Knock began on a misty, rainy
eveningin August 1879.Fifteen wit-
nesses saw a bright light shine over
the Knock Parish Church, an Appari-
tionthatincluded the BlessedVirgin
Mary along with Saints Joseph and
John. The faithful watched and re-
cited the Rosary in its presence for
over two hours and miracles began
days after. Pilgrimages to Knock,
Co. Mayo began in 1880 and over
the years, visitors have grown to
over half a million and with other
exceptional healings such as that
of the terminally ill. The personal
pilgrimage of Pope John Paul Il in
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tells us much about Britain's role in the
conflict. For as long as the Troubles
lasted and right up until the present
day, theBritishgovernmentwould have
everyone believe thatitacted onlyasa
peacekeeperinthenorth, keepingapart
twowarring religious factions.Not true
and all these instances of collusion
prove it. The British were on one side
of the war. They played it like a war,
theygatheredintelligenceanduseditto
take out theirenemies; they developed

1979tocommemoratethecentenary
of the apparition and to recognize
Vatican approval and validation of
the apparition inspired even more
devotion to the Shrine.

Gaelic Park honors this astonish-
ing event with a Benediction, Ro-
sary and Procession to the beautiful
Grotto led by Fr. Michael Boland and
Fr. Michael Leonard. Refreshments
hosted by the Ladies Auxiliary will
be available after the ceremony.

For more information, please call
Gaelic Park at (708) 687-9323 or
visit www.chicagogaelicpark.org.

Food And Music
at The Carraig Pub

The Carraig Pub at Gaelic Park
is open to the public and offers an
entertaining atmosphere everyday.

Thismonth at the Carraig Pub en-
joyweekend entertainmentwithout
cover charges beginning Fridays at 9
p.m.and Saturdaysat 10 p.m.August

propaganda;theydidmanyotherthings
thatwould neverhavebeenconsidered
in a peacetime setting.

We know that every soldier and
RUC man that was killed was ‘some
mother’s son, but so too was every
Catholic that was killed, IRA member
or not, and there were plenty like
Patrick Finucane that were not. All
these families, from whatever side,
are owed the truth, all should be al-
lowed to bury their dead.

entertainment includes:

Friday, August 3rd Joe McShane
Saturday, August 4th Patrick Guinee
Saturday, August 11th The
Ploughboys

Friday, August 17th Bernie Glim &
Country Roads

Saturday, August 18th Jerry Eadie
Friday, August 24th Dan McGuinness
Saturday, August 25th Mulligan Stew

Taste the food at the Carraig that
includes daily food and drink specials
such as delicious barbecue ribs on
Wednesday, steak and shrimp on Sat-
urdays corned beef and cabbage Fri-
day and Saturday and lots more. Also,
anlrishmusic sessionthatfeaturesthe
students and teachers from the Irish
Music School of Chicago takes place
everyThursday eveningatthe Carraig,
beginning at 7:30 p.m. with no cover
charge. All are welcome.

Visit Gaelic Park’s website at
www.chicagogaelicpark.org for
more information and complete list
of specials or call (708) 687-9323.

Dr. James J. Hogg
& Associales

708-422-1900
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Norah's Children, A Novel
by Ann O’ Farrell
This is a book about love, kind-

ness,and compassion given by many
people.Andaboutthe harshnessand

Firr g lmene

cruelty shown by others.

In life, fate intervenes often. How
wereactis uptoteach person.Events
of fate can be good for one person, if
that person perceivesit that way.The
same event can be a disaster for an-
other person, ifthat person perceives
it that way.

Norah's Children tells the story of
her five children who are separated
after her death.They go to different
familiesand have very differentexpe-
riences. Not until the end of the book
are we told why the father chose not
to keep his family together.

The story of Norah's Children
takes placeinavillage in Co. Galway
in1922,1924,and endsin 1938.The
author, Ann O'Farrell, tells us of the
events of 1922 and 1924, and then
follows the children in their separate
lives during the years to 1938.

Ms. O'Farrell’'s words: “This story
has been waiting a long time to be
told. Norah’s Children is a novel
which has, atits heart, a truth. There
was a Norah... Norah did have five
children, and five different families
ultimately took in these children...
How those children were actually
reared, | do not know. | heard whis-
pers long ago and, like the fine silk
of a spider’s web, they clung to me. |
finally gathered those fragile threads
and wove themwithina story of how
it might have been.”

“The original children are all gone.
[don'tbelieve they spoke muchabout
their separate lives. In writing this
book | wanted to honor them...”

Some of the scenes are power-
fully emotional. Imagine the fear
and terror the young mother feels
when the midwife “held up the dark,
moist bundle for the mother to see;
a tiny perfect baby with a mop of
dark hair. It was very still. Norah
stared at the infant in horror. No!
Notanother stillborn! He'd moved so
vigorously in her belly; he couldn't
be dead. It couldn’t happen again.
She remembered the tiny, stillborn
girl. She, too, had looked so perfect.
Sherememberedwantingtoburythe
preciousinfantinhermother'sgrave,
but the priest had said 'no, said a
deadinfant couldn’tbe baptized.Soit
was barred from Christian burial, and
from Heaven; condemned to spend
eternity in Limbo. Norah’s grief had
been unreachable”

Thehusband'sthoughtsaboutthis
barbaric attitude: “He'd fervently
prayed through this pregnancy that
the child would live, at least until it
was baptized. If it could ascend to
Heaven and become one of God’s
holy angels, it wouldn't be so bad. It
was Limbo that had grieved Norah
so, and the burial in unconsecrated
ground, like any murderer or savage
heathen.”

Norah's Children tells the stories
of the other five children in the fam-
ily. Why the father made the harsh
decision, after Norah's death, to
break-up the family. And it mov-
ingly and powerfully tells us of the
subsequent lives of her children.
Many people showed them kindness
andconsiderationandwereexamples
of integrity.

The short chapters add a lot to
the book. Each is about one of the
children, or about Norah or about
one of their relatives. This approach
permits the reader tofeellike looking
into their lives. To observe them as
persons and to observe their devel-
opment.

Overall | found the book to be
fascinating. Itis a story well told and
beautifully written.

Something in Norah’s Children,
that particularly struck me person-
ally, is the part about her being
“Churched! | was with my mother
when she was “Churched” after my
brother was born. But before | tell
about that experience, please read
this quote. “Norah was barred from
entering the church, even for her
own child’s christening, until she was

“Churched,’ cleansing her of her sins
and atoning for the sins of Eve. The
ceremony could not take place until
a week after the birth.”

In 1948, | was a seven year old
boy. My mother had just given birth
to my brother. | went with her when
she was “Churched.” The priest
directed her to the side of the com-
munion rail, where he said prayers
overherassheknelt.Irememberthat
the church was darkand gloomy; the
priest wore a black cassock.

Years later [ understood what this
was all about. After the miracle of
birth and bringing new life into the
world, the Catholic Church was say-
ingshewasuncleanandcouldn'teven
comeinside the church on Sunday. It
was like some primitive superstitious
tribe saying thatifawomanwho had
justgivenbirthtouchedthecattle, the
cows wouldn't give milk.

Admittedly this waslongago,and
the Churchdoesn'tperformthisritual
anymore.Butfor many generationsit
did! What was this saying to women?
How was their self-respect and self-
esteem damaged by this?

Norah’s Children, A Novel by
Ann O’ Farrell. iUniverse, New York,
2006. ISBN: 0-595-40654-8; 236
pages; $16.95. www.iuniverse.com
or 1-800-288-4677.
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Just before sitting down to write
this review, | listened to the news
on the radio. The item that caught
my attention was:“There are grow-
ing bipartisan calls in Congress for
withdrawal from Iraq.’

Itis useful to remember that the
American invasion is the second big
assault by awestern countryintothe
Middle East in recent history. The
firstone had a huge Irish aspect, and
is the focus of this book.

Field of Bones, An Irish
Division at Gallipoli by
Phillip Orr

The First World War (1914-1918)

was raging in Europe. The armies
were in a deadly stalemate. Winston

Churchill, amember of Britain’s cabi-
net, believed tobreakthe stalematea
British army should invade “the soft
underbelly of Europe.

Thatarmy would be landedin the
Turkish area called Gallipoli. This
areaisatthe mouth of the narrow sea
passage between the Mediterranean
Sea and the Black Sea. A successful
invasion would force Turkey out
of the war and free a Russian fleet
trapped in the Black Sea.

Theinvasion beganin April, 1915
when a large force of Australian and
New Zealand soldiers was landed
at Gallipoli. The Turkish army was
abletocounterattackand containthe
invasion. Forthe monthsto comethe
Turks kept up a constant rain of artil-
lery fire and machine gun bullets.

Hoping to relieve the bogged
down army at Gallipoli, British com-
manders sent the 10th Irish Division
to invade nearby Suvla Bay. The
invasion happened on August 15,
1915, and seemed to go well, until
the Turks regrouped and sent more
forces to stop it.

An Irish officer observed that
festivitiesin Ireland on this date had
“... origins in pre-Christian times
when the Celtic peoples celebrated
the Festival of Lughnasato praise the
bounty of the sun god, Lugh. Here at
SuvlaBay... the 10th division reaped
another kind of..." bounty.

About 10,000 young men from
all over Ireland composed the land-
ing force. They were led by British
General Stopford who commanded
them from his yacht—the Jon-
quil—anchored offshore! Officers
complained that he was grossly out
of physical condition, and eventually
anew commanding officer was sent.
Butby then thousands of promising,
young Irishmen had died.

An officer wrote in his diary
“Queer thing this civilized Christian-
ity”’Continuing, he wrote that he”...
had seen men, healthy, strong, hard-
faced Irishmen, blown to shreds...”
What a great asset they would have
been for Ireland.

“The Irish Division at Suvla Bay
had been more than halved”in the
twomonths—AugustandSeptember,
1915.

The invasion began with about
10,000 young lIrish soldiers, and in
only two months there were only
4,981 survivors.

A wounded officer said that he
had returned “from travel in a land
of dreams [and that the months at
Gallipoli were] timeless and unreal,
the folly of some other man’simagi-
nation.

Even the callous and bull-headed
British commanders realized defeat
whenthey saw it. They admitted that
the 10-month invasion was hope-

less. And by January, 1916, they
ended the campaign and withdrew
the survivors.

Field of Bones is great historical
writing: detailed, authentic, lively,
and filled with personal details from
people who were there.

Field of Bones, An Irish Division
at Gallipoli by Phillip Orr. Lilliput
Press/Dufour Editions, Dublin, 2006.
ISBN: 1 84351 065 0; 280 pages;
$34.95. www.lilliputpress.ie or www.
amazon.com.

Before Sunday: The Life
Stories of the Bloody
Sunday Victims by
Jennifer Faus

The news from Ireland this week
on TV's “Out of Ireland,” featured
PeterRobinsonand Martin Maginnis.
They are leading a delegation from
Northernlreland tothe United States
to encourage business investment
and tourism.

In the words of Mr. Robinson,
“twenty years ago | couldn’t even
imagine a scene like this.” This is
because Mr.Robinson representsthe
British aligned Democratic Unionist
Party, and Mr. Maginnis represents
Sinn Fein, the IRA aligned party.

Thenwhy bring up Bloody Sunday
from 19727 Because most of the 14
boysand menwho werekilled by the
British Army would still be with us.

As the author, Jennifer Faus, says:
“The twenty-eight people killed and
wounded on Bloody Sunday were
primarily young people. Eighteen
of them were under thirty; of those,
twelve were between the ages of 15
and 20!

Thisbook poignantly bringsthem
to life by telling the life stories of the
victims killed on Bloody Sunday.

A picture of the author shows a
strikingly beautiful young woman.
But all | know about the author is
from a book jacket blurb: “Jennifer
Faus lives in the United states with
her three children”

The victims become real persons
because of the many personal details
the author has learned about them.
She has extensively interviewed
their relatives and others who knew
them.

An example of this technique
is the story of Jim Wray. He loved
the ladies. He must have brought
happiness and joy into the hearts of
women,becausebyage22—whenhe
wasmurdered—hehadbeenengaged
three times.

At dances, the tall, good-looking
Jim, was overly protective of his sister
Margaret. She was about two years
younger than him. She resented this,

but knew he meant well.
Continued to page 15...
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Celtic Fest Chicago September 15-16 in Grant Park

Lakefront music fes-
tivals don't end in Grant |
Park after Labor Day. Get
your “kilt” on at Celtic
Fest Chicago, September
15thand 16thand atakea
breakfromtheroutineone
last time before summeris
over. This year’s festival
will feature national and
international musicians
representing all seven
Celticnationson9stages. .
Atpresstime,theschedule
was still being finalized.
Headliners at the Petrillo
Music Shell to date are
Lunasa and Jon Langford
on Saturday, September 15th and Irish Rocker
Damien Dempsey, Searson and Salsa Celtica
willappearonSunday, September 16th. Located
in Grant Park, Celtic Fest is FREE to the public
and runs 11:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. each day.

New this year, a physical celebration of an-
cienttraditionsand culturethroughtheexciting
and fast moving play of Irish football and the
ancient sport of hurling will be demonstrated
on Butler Field. Irish football will be played
on Saturday, September 15th at 2:30 p.m.and
hurling will be played on Sunday, September
16th at 2:30 p.m.

Celtic Men in Kilts is back! Guys, get in
touch with your Celtic side, grab a kilt and
head tothe Celtic Crossroad Stage on Saturday,

Damien Dempsey

September 15th at 4:45
p.m. for the Men in Kilts
leg contest. All brave lads
can enter the day of the
contestbeginningat 11:00
a.m. until 4:00 p.m. at the
Media Tent located at Co-
lumbus and Jackson. Also
new this year is live music
from Here Be Dragons ,
who will provide a Welsh
flair to this popular event.

Back by popular de-
mand, Sheepherding in
Butler Field and now with
two shows daily at noon
and 2:00 p.m. Also fun to
watch: the Scottish Heavy
Athletics Competition, featuring the cabertoss.
The Celtic Art Fair offers traditional Celtic
items from beautiful hand-knit Irish wool
sweaters, hand-crafted jewelry, photographs,
paintings, and other great one-of-a-kind gift
ideas. Enjoy the harp tent; the dance stage,
with Highland and Irish step dancing; the
Celtic Kids Oasis or take a break at the coffee
and tea garden. Finallyat 11:15a.m. and 3:00
p.m. daily, step off with the Bagpipe Parade
and enjoy the pipes as they make their way
through the festival grounds.

Formoreinformationandacompletesched-
ule call the Mayor’s Office of Special Events
at312/744-3315 or visit the website at www.
celticfestchicago.us.
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PeacePlayers Receive Arthur Ashe Courage Award

— Y O Trevor Ringland and David Cul-

5 -") P\l E"ﬂ ' len—volunteers with PeacePlayers
- / International—received the presti-
gious Arthur Ashe Courage Award
at The 2007 ESPYs. PeacePlayers
International - Northern Ireland is
“S8 among the American Ireland Fund’s
| leading philanthropic causes in
Northern Ireland.

In Northern Ireland, the sport a
child plays indicates from which
side of the community they come.
Sport is a major cause of division
there. PeacePlayers International
introducedbasketball—an American
import—asaneutral sportthatcould
be embraced byall. Today, over4,000
Catholic and Protestant children

(Itor):Trevor Ringland, Samuel L. Jackson, and Dave Cullen pose inthe  participate in the PeacePlayers In-
press room during the recent 2007 ESPY Awards at the Kodak Theatre ternational program.The American

in Hollywood, CA. Photo by Gregg DeGuire/Wirelmage.com. Ireland Fund is a lead supporter,
. having contributed over $500,000
The Guggenheim Grotto since 2003.

The Arthur Ashe Courage Award
was accepted by Trevor Ringland, a

Waltz Back to U.S. in August

Irish folk/pop trio The Gug-
genheim Grotto will waltz back
to the U.S. for an encore tour in
August, and will be performing
at Chicago’s “Party in The Park”
on August 16th.

...Waltzing Alone, the debut
release out now on New York
indie United For Opportunity
(UFO), introduced American

audiences to Kevin May, Mick
Lynch and Shane Power—three
enormously talented multi-in-
strumentalists whose vocal har-
monies and live performances
have captivated audiences from
New York to Los Angeles.

For tour schedule and in-
formationwww.guggenheim-
grotto.com.

Protestant, who is a former rugby
star and an American Ireland Fund
member, and Dave Cullen, a Catho-
lic who grew up playing basketball
to escape the realities of terror in
Northern Ireland.

The Arthur Ashe Courage Award
is presented each year to sports men
and women whose achievements
transcend sports.
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Frank West Reviews
...Continued from page 10

Despite that, he gave her“a measly
glimpse into the teenage world. And
ina humane way, Jim understood his
younger sister.”Starry-eyed Margaret
served coffee and tea to Jim and his
friends after the dances... she sat qui-
etlylisteningtothe stories theboystold
aboutwhomtheydmet...,whomthey
fancied, and whom they didn’t. Jim
knew Margaretfancied one of the lads
but he just smiled and let her be.’

The author says of Jim Wray:
“... Jim never got the opportunity to
grow old and become jaded, he not
only left this world with joy, excite-
ment, hope, and passionin his heart,
heleftthose who knew himwith that
ray of light as well”

Why would the British have
murdered Jim Wray? He was killed
in the earliest stage of a peaceful
march. The British Army had sent its
best regiment—The First Parachute
Regiment—to shoot these unarmed
men and boys.

The First Parachute Regiment
was “the finest Regiment in the
British Army." It received the best
training, and produced very profes-
sional soldiers. But why did Britain’s
government send this regiment to
arresta“bunch of kids, 15 to 20 year
olds, who were throwing stones and
bottles?”It would be like the United
States government sending the Spe-
cial Forces to stop street kids from
throwing stones and bottles.

Theauthor states and then asks:"if
the paratroopers were a disciplined
force they would have followed
orders without question and if they
hadbreachedorders, theywouldhave
been subject to a disciplinary inves-
tigation. For their actions on Bloody
Sunday, the soldiers were decorated
bytheQueen.Howthen,canwecome
toanyotherconclusionthanthatthey
were acting under orders to kill"

Before Sunday: The Life Stories
of the Bloody Sunday Victims
by Jennifer Faus, Nonesuch Pub-
lishing, Dublin, 2007. ISBN-10:
1845885732; 185 pages; $21.00.
www.nonesuch-publishing.com.

Long Grove
Irish Days

The 5th Annual Irish Days will
be held Labor Day weekend, Sep-
tember 1-2 & 3 at Fountain Square
in Long Grove Historic Village.
Three full days of music, dance,
food and fun are in store with live
performancesthroughoutthethree
days include such well-known
musicians as Baal Tinne, Gavin
Coyle, Noel Rice, Catherine
O’Connell, the Shannon Rov-
ers bagpipers, and more. Danc-
ers from McNulty Irish Dance
School, Anam Mor Irish Dance,
Sheila Tully Academy of Irish
Dance, and the Trinity Academy
of Irish Dancers will demonstrate
their precise dance movements.
Local dancer Kevin Horton, fresh
from performing with Riverdance
in Ireland, will also be on hand.
Highlights of the three day festival
also include the “Best Legs in a
Kilt Contest” at 5:30 each day.
Winners will take home a trophy
and bragging rights. Every dog is
Irish at this fest, and children will
help judges select a king, queen,
prince and princess at the Best
Irish Dog Contestat 3:30 each day.
Enjoy plenty of food and drink,
visit Irish cultural tents, the Wee
Ones activity area and choose
fromamongthebiggestcollection
of Irish music in the U.S. Irish
Days is sponsored by Paddy’s on
the SquareandThelrish Boutique.
Admission and parking are free.
Long Groveis located near Routes
53 and 83, north of Lake Cook
Road. For more information call
847-634-0888 or visit the web at
www.longgroveonline.com.

THE MIRACULOUS PRAYER

DEAR Heart of Jesus, in the past |
have asked from many favours. This
time | ask you for this special favour
(mentionit). Take it dear Heart of Jesus
and place it within your broken heart
where your Father sees it. Then, in his
merciful eyes it will beome your favour
not mine. Say this prayer or three days,
promise publication and favour will be
granted, never known to fail. - PJ.B.

|

Mediterranean Night at Galway Tribes

This is Celtic Gypsy Tribal
Fusion... That's right—Belly
Dancing with a Celtic Kick!

OnTuesday, August 21st, The
Galway Tribes Irish Pub & Ale
House, located at 9680 Lincoln-
way Lane, Frankfort, IL (across
from Alsip Nursery & Behind
BW3)is hosting a Mediterranean

Nightdinneranddanceentertain-
ment.

Dinner will begin at 6:00 p.m.
onthe patio.The dinner package
is available for $38 (plus tax and
tip) and includes a four course
gourmet Mediterraneaninspired
meal with wine, capped off with
an hour-long dance exhibition.

Thetalented Celticbelly danc-
ing troupe of five women will
start dancing at 7:30 p.m., per-
forming to the backdrop of tra-
ditional bagpipe music.

For more information and
reservations contactThe Galway
Tribes at 815-464-9881 or please
visit www.thegalwaytribes.com.

County Clare Theme Of World’s Largest Irish Festival

Organisers of the world’s
largest Irish culture festival
have provided a major boost to
the tourist industry in County
Clare.

The Banner County will fea-
ture as the central theme of Mil-
waukee Irish Fest in Wisconsin,
August 16-19. A tourism delega-
tion led by Clare County Council
and the Clare Tourist Council
will depart for the USA on 13th
August next where it will show-
case Clare’s tourist attractions
to over 150,000 festivalgoers
during the four-day event. The
delegation, which also includes
Shannon Development, Shan-
non Heritage and members of
the Clare Tourism Forum, is also
scheduledtomeetwithmembers
of the Irish-American business
community in Chicago ahead of
the festival.

Commenting on the need to
attract US visitors into Ireland
via Shannon Airport, Mayor
McCarthy said, “The introduc-
tion of Open Skies has raised
concerns over whether the level
of transatlantic business at the
airport can be sustained. Clare
County Council, along with
other leading tourism develop-
ment agenciesin Ireland’s mid-
westregion, hasdecidedtoadopt
amore proactive approachin a
bid to maintainandbuild on such
business by marketing the air-
portasa key gateway to the west
of Ireland,and more importantly
Clare. The main aim of our pres-
ence at the Milwaukee Irish Fest
will be to raise awareness of the
many airlines operating flight
services between Shannon and
such American cities as New
York, Boston and Chicago.’

Paddy Maher, PRO of the
Clare Tourist Council believes
that the overseas promotion of
Shannon Airport is a key factor
in maintaining the long-term
viability of the facility.

He explained, “It is unfortu-
nate from the West of Ireland’s
perspective that many potential
American visitors are unaware

that dailyflightsoperatebetween
the US and Shannon Interna-
tional Airport. Many tourists fly
into Dublin Airport before realis-
ing that thereis aninternational
airport on the west coast.”

“Our presence at the Milwau-
keelrish Festhasled toincreased
transatlantic traffic through the
county Clare airport while the
knock on effects for Clare tour-
ism have also been felt. This year
wehopetobuildontheestimated
3000 US tourists who holidayed
in county Clare as a result of our
promotional campaign here last
year”, Mr. Maher added.

The Clare tourism delegation
will be located in the festival’s
‘Cultural Village! Members of
the tourist delegation will also
deliver a series of public lectures
on various aspects of Clare’s
history, culture and heritage,
including a presentation on two
of Clare and Ireland’s most sig-
nificant historical figures, Brian

Bort and Michael Cusack.

The Clare delegation will also
stage two sessions of the'Siege
of Ennis’during the Festival. It's
anticipated that various dance
schools and teachers from Mil-
waukee and Chicago along with
over 400 festival goers will par-
ticipate in the sessions.

Meanwhile, the travelling
Clare delegation will be ac-
companied in the Dairy State
capital by a number of other lo-
cal groups, including the Clare
Crafts Association, the Ennis
Players, the Clare CéiliBand and
local artist Philip Brennan.

A number of US media ap-
pearances by the travelling Clare
tourist delegation have been
organised ahead of the trip. The
current and former Mayors of
Clare, Councillors Patricia Mc-
Carthy and Flan Garvey will
be interviewed live on the FOX
NEWS television network on
Thursday 16th August.
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“Cline Needs to Do the Right Thing”

by Rick Barrett, former DEA
Asst. Special Agent in Charge
(ret.) Washington D.C.

Recently a team of PhD’s in
American history from the Chicago
History Museum announced their
findings of an 11 month investi-
gation into the case of Constable
James Quinn, Chicago’s first slain
police officer. The CHM concluded,
after examining all of the facts and
circumstances relating to Quinn’s
December 5, 1853 death, that he
died “as a result of injuries he suf-
fered in the line of duty.”

Although | am deeply grateful to
the Museum review team for their
hard work, itis a shame they had to
conductaninvestigation in the first

place. The Administration of the
Chicago Police Department twice
decided long ago that Quinn was
indeed”killed in the discharge of his
duty.” This was first determined in
1853 when an official Order was is-
sued requiring the Mayorand entire
police force to“descend”on the vice
infested district of Chicago known
asthe”Sands”to rout out crime and
“tovindicatethe honor of the police”
because“an officer had lately been
killed there in the discharge of his
duty.” A few months later, after the
man charged with killing Quinn was
convicted by a jury that included
Chicago’s venerable Potter Palmer,
the policeadministrationonceagain
concurred that Quinn “was killed
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while faithfully and honestly dis-
charging his duties as an officer of
thecity”at which timethey awarded
Quinn’s widow, Margaret, $50.00
in compensation for her husband's
ultimate sacrifice.

In 2005, Superintendent Phil
Cline assigned his Executive As-
sistant, Thomas Epach, to review
theQuinn caseandtomakearecom-
mendation as to what Cline should
do.Epach,aveteran prosecutorwho
had convicted cop killers in Cook
County courtrooms, examined the
evidence and concluded in a two-
page memo to Cline that Quinn had
died intheline of duty. As a lawyer,
he further advised Cline that the
early department decisions regard-
ing Quinn were presumed to be
valid and barring the production of
substantial evidence to justify over-
turning them, were legally binding
on today’s department. In view of
the evidence, Epach urged Cline to

shrine Quinn’s name in the city’s
ﬁ:@ﬂﬁ@r@t police memorial.

But Cline didn’t like Epach’s
recommendation and the two men
became estranged over theissue. In
theend, Epachresignedfromthe job
helovedratherthancompromise his
integrity. And so it was that the case
of a murdered early Chicago con-
stable claimed yet another victim.

Cline should heed the wisdom
of John Adams who said in 1870,
“Facts are stubborn things; and
whatever may be our wishes, our
inclinations, or the dictates of our
passions, they cannot alter the state
of facts and evidence!” Cline can
not continue to dismiss what his
predecessors first determined back
in 1853 and 1854 and that which
was recently upheld by the Chicago
History Museum. Cline needs to
embracetheQuinnstoryashavetwo
otherprominent Chicago historians:
Alderman Edward M. Burke and
Thomas O'Gorman, who chronicled
the deaths of 534 fallen police offi-
cers in their book, “End of Watch”
that featured Quinn as the first to
fall. Burke has promised that any
profitsfromthe bookwillbedonated
to the Chicago police memorial
foundation. This open mindedness
and generosity of spirit should not
be missed by Cline.

The Superintendent was initially
led astray by his so called historians
who shamelessly presentedfacts not
in evidence and twisted the Quinn
case to the extent that it bore no
resemblance to the truth. This was
not surprising for two clowns who
just can’t seem to ever get it right.
In their most recent butchering of
police history, they identified the

Pictured (center) President Mark Donahue and retirees (left to right)
Carl Caver, Tom Skelly, Dominic Capparelli and John Dineen, who is

the past State President of the F.O.P.
F.O.P. Gets Refund Checks to Retirees

Mark Donahue, President of
the Fraternal Order of Police,
ChicagoLodge #7, recently pre-
sented refund checks toretirees
who overpaid their healthcare
contributions. When President
Donahue saw the substantial
increases in contributions for
retired Chicago Police Officers
that were to take effectin March
2005 he knew something was
amiss. The Fraternal Order of
Police had just recently com-
pleted bargaining on a new

work agreement with the City
and being aware that the city
healthcare costs had not in-
creased dramaticallyin Chicago
as they had elsewhere cross the
country, the F.O.P. dispatched
theirlawyersandaccountantsto
investigate the City’s rate hikes
that wentinto effectin Septem-
ber of 2003.

Todate,morethan$15,000,000
has been returned to City of
Chicago retirees because of the
F.O.P's actions.

wrongmanasthefirst Deering police
officer killed in the line of duty at a
ceremonydedicatingtheold Deering
station as the new police museum.

Time for Cline to realize he
latched his wagon to the wrong
horses early on in this case. He was
led down a hole by the buffoonery
of his historians and it’s time to
stop digging. After throwing his
historians under the bus, he owes
Epach a big mea culpa. Finally,
for the sake of today’s rank and
file - who put their lives on the line
everyday - he must honor Quinn’s
19th century sacrifice proving that
heroes live forever.

Clinehasaunique opportunity to
be a Good Shepherd and to rejoice
the discovery of his department’s
lost sheep. Chicagoans deserve that
kind of humility and class from their
Superintendent.The public contrib-
uted millions of dollars to build a
world class police memorial on the
lake front and Quinn needs to be
welcome home there.

Should Cline fail to do the right
thing today, 150 years from now,
Quinn will be remembered as the
most storied officer to have ever
pinned on astarand Cline as the Su-
perintendentwhoshunnedChicago’s
earliest known hero for no good
reason. www.constablequinn.com

First Friday Film
Series Continues

at IAHC

Calling all film buffs! The
IAHC’s First Friday Film Series
returns this fall. Films are shown
on the first Friday of each month
at 7:30 in the auditorium. After
the movie, have a drink in the
Fifth Province and join the dis-
cussion on the film’s content.

The fall season kicks off on
Friday, September 8th, with Home,
directed by Dawn Scibilia. Home
follows young Dubliner Alan
Cooke as he reflects on his recent
immigration to New York City. This
contemplative and poetic feature
film explores the changing city, the
conceptof home, journeyand nos-
talgia. Home features interviews
with native New Yorkers, immi-
grantsandnotable newtransplants
Susan Sarandon, Liam Neeson,
Woody Allen, Pete Hamill, Frank
and Malachy McCourt, Fran Leb-
owitz and Colin Quinn. The film
wasawarded Best Documentary at
the Magners Irish Film Festival.

There is no charge for the
series,butthereisasuggested do-
nation of $5 at the door. For more
information on the First Friday
Film Series, call the IAHC office
at 773-282-7035, ext. 10.
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Belleek Signing at Milwaukee Irish Fest

In celebration of their 150th Anniver-
sary, Belleek will have a special booth in
the Cultural Area of Milwaukee’s Irish
fest with Collette Peters, arepresentative
of Belleek from Ireland, signing
and personalizing pieces
of Belleek purchased at
the fest. All pieces of .
Belleek produced
during 2007 will 4
carry a special
backstamp *
commemorat- '
ing this special
year.

Ms. Peters,
wholives close
to Belleek vil-
lage, hasworked
for Belleek Pot-
tery now for near-
ly three years. She
currently works in the
Company’s award winning
Visitor Centre as a Sales Consul-
tant/Tour Guide and has excellentknowl-
edgeandexperienceoftheCompanyand

Ahern Welcomes
Creation of Group to
Look at Past in Northern
Ireland

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Der-
motAhernT.D,,welcomedtheannouncement
today of a new group to examine the issue of
dealing with the past in Northern Ireland.

The Minister said, “We have recently
witnessedahugelypositivenewbeginning
for Northern Ireland. With that perhaps
comesamoment for fresh thinking about
how to deal with the painful legacy of
the past. This consultative group, chaired
jointly by Denis Bradley and Archbishop
Eames, offers people an opportunity to
contribute to this key debate.”

“I therefore very much welcome the
intention of the group to consult widely in
considering how the legacy of the events of
thepastdecadescanbestbeapproached,and
what steps might be taken in this area.”

“Thereisoverwhelmingagreementonthe
need to build onthe progress we have made
and to look to a better and shared future
for the people of this island. However, we
cannot turn away from those who have lost
and suffered somuch over the course of this
conflict. That is why the continuing work
of the Inquiries and other relevant bodies
inaddressing some of the most contentious
events of the Troubles is so important.”

“But the issue of the past is a wider
one, and one that takes in all of society. It
is both appropriate and timely that such
agroup should consider this issue in the
round, taking into account all the factors
and viewpoints.”

“l wish the group well in its impor-
tant work.”

its processes. As a Tour Guide she has
vast experience talking to people from
all over the world on how Belleek china
is made and the processes involved. In
her Sales Consultancy role, Col-
lette has extensive knowl-
edge and experience of
the Belleek product

ranges.
She also has
very strong fam-
ily history and
ties with the
Company, her
father works in
the Parian De-
partment, her
auntworksinthe
Painting/Deco-
ratingDepartment
andheruncleworks
in the Mould Making

Department.
There will be a limited
edition ornament (only 1000
pieces produced), exclusive to Milwau-
kee Irish Fest which will retail for $20
and only be available to purchase at the
fest. A Touch of Ireland will be staff-
ing the cultural area booth; with more
Belleek on hand for people to have

personalized.

&)

David Munnelly on
Channel 11 in August

David Munnelly’s 22-minute per-
formance will be aired on CTV Chan-
nel 11 in August.

Guthrie to Present U.S.
Premiere of Brian Friel’s
The Home Place

The Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis
will present the American premiere of
Irish playwright Brian Friel’s latest play.
The Home Place, replaces the Guthrie’s
planned production of Friel's Dancing at
Lughnasa, scheduled for September.

Theyearis 1878.The widowed Christo-
pher Gore, his son David and the woman
they are both in love with, their house-
keeper Margaret, liveinThe Lodge in Bal-
lybeg.Butin this era of unrest at the dawn
of Home Rule, the seemingly serene life
enjoyed atThe Lodgeis threatened by the
arrival of Christopher’s English cousin,
who unwittingly ignites deep animosity
among the villagers of Ballybeg.

The Guthrieislocatedat818 South 2nd
Street (at Chicago Avenue), in downtown
Minneapolis. Tickets are priced from
$27to $57.To purchase tickets or season
subscriptions call the Guthrie Theater Box
Office between 10a.m.and 8 p.m.daily at
612.377.2224 or toll-free 877.44.STAGE.
For moreinformation, or to purchase tick-
ets online, visit www.guthrietheater.org.

All smiles at the grand opening of the new Tommy Nevin’s Restaurant and Pub, 3032
English Rows, Naperville, 630.428.4242. Pictured (I to r): Founder of West Suburban
Irish, Kevin Dolan; Barker Nestor Architecture, Ryan Nestor; Mayor of Naperville,
George Pradel giving thumbs up, and Steve Cin, Partner.

IAHC Concert Honors Frank Patterson

The IAHC will host a memorial con-
cert, honoring iconic musician, the late
Frank Patterson this fall.

Frank Patterson Remembered: From
Galway to Broadway is Saturday, Septem-
ber 22 at 8pm at the IAHC in Chicago.
Tickets are $30 and can be purchased by
calling the Center office at 773-282-7035.

From Galway to Broadway features
Irish tenor, Ciaran Sheehan and award-
winning soprano Gay Willis. Frank
Patterson’s wife, Eily O’Grady Patterson,
will accompany on piano. Sheehan per-
forms music from the Emerald Isle and
Broadway and Willis accompanies him
on such classics as “Memory,” “Danny
Boy,” “Galway Bay,” “Battle Hymn of the

“What The Butler Saw” at
Court Theatre

CourtTheatre hasannounced the addi-
tion of Joe Orton’s classic farce What the
Butler Saw, directed by Sean Graney, to
its 2007/08 season (Nov. 8-Dec. 9, 2007).
Wild, risqué, and devastatingly funny, Joe
Orton’s audacious farce has become one
of the seminal works of modern comedy,
drawing comparisons to the work of Os-
car Wilde and Moliére, and influencing
and inspiring writers like Tom Stoppard.
When a psychiatrist invents a series of
increasingly outrageous lies to cover up
hisattemptstoseducehisyoungsecretary,
allmannerof pandemonium breaks outin
the ward. A state inspector, a philander-
ing wife, bellboys, policemen, and some
missing bits from a statue of Sir Winston
Churchill are caught up in the mix, and
the resultis a ferociously playful comedy
of circumstance.

773)753-4472, or visit Court’s website
atwww.CourtTheatre.org. Individual tick-
ets go on sale August 1,2007. Groups of
10 or more may purchase tickets calling
Diane Osolin in Court’s Group Sales Of-
fice at (773) 753-4472.

Republic,”and “God Bless America”

The production has toured across
America and Ireland for four years, sell-
ing out venues including The National
Concert Hall in Dublin, Ireland and New
York’s Carnegie Hall.

The concert is dedicated to the life and
music of Frank Patterson, world-renowned
Irish tenor, who performed sellout concerts
everywhere; from London’s Royal Albert Hall
to New York’s Carnegie Hall. He performed
manytimesatthelAHCto delighted, sold-out
audiences until hisdeathin 2000.The concert
is a way to honor Patterson and hisinfluence
on lrish music. For more information or to
purchase tickets, call 773-282-7035.
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2007 North American County Board GAA Playoffs

By Eamonn Kelly
PRO - North American County
Board

Forthefirst time since 2002 Chicago
Gaelic Park will host this year’s North
American County Board championship
playoffs over the Labor Day weekend.
Based on team affiliations and the
number of divisional championships
currently in progress around the coun-
try allindications point to the biggest
NACB playoffs ever staged. Compared
to 5 years ago when a total fifty seven
games were played at Gaelic Park, sev-
entyfourgames, plusayouth schedule,
are expected to be played at this years
event.Seventyeightteamsrepresenting
twenty twoccities will be participatingin
this Gaelic sports extravaganza which
gets under way on Friday, August 31st
at 9:00 a.m. Teams from such cities as
Baltimore, Indianapolis, Minneapolis,
St Louis and Milwaukee that did not
participate in the last playoffs at Gaelic
park will be competing this year.

Aspecial playoff committee headed
by former American County Board
Chairman Harry Costello, and the
Chicago Central division under the
chairmanship of Garreth Fitzsimmons
are completing arrangements for the
playoffs, which is expected to attract
about 8,000 fans over the course of the
holiday weekend. Itis anticipated that
abouttwothousandpeoplefromout-of-
townwillbeattendingthegames.Given
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the huge success of youth programs
around the country itis expected that
under age teams from many of the 22
cities will participate in the NACB
Youth championships.

Besides the main Gaelic Park field,
four additional fields adjacent to the
main complex have been prepared to
facilitate the huge tournament. In ad-
dition, four fields are all set to accom-
modate the youth tournament.

A special NACB meeting was held
at Gaelic Parkin early June to conduct
the draw for the playoffs and address
other issues in preparation for the
event. Before the playoffs draws were
made there were various proposals
to restructure the senior hurling and
football championships toimprove the
competitiveness of the tournaments.
Since both codes are only played at
senior levelin 3 cities, Chicago, Boston
and San Francisco, the playoffs are
deprived of two semi-finals with one
of the three teams obtaining a bye to
the final. The entry of a second team
fromthehostcity, typically the defeated
divisional finalist, has not been a suc-
cess in the past as it has had a diverse
effect on the divisional championship.
To achieve a two semi-final formula
in senior hurling and football it was
agreed thatall three cities be placed in
the draw with the first two team from
the draw to play in the first semi-final
and the loosing team compete against

==

the third in the second semi-final. That
formula will not be executed in any of
thejuniorchampionships. Typically, the
winners of each divisional champion-
ship will represent their division in the
playoffs but there will be cases where
two teams from the same division will
be entered in the same grade. In some
cases, the defeated divisional finalists
will represent their divisions in a lower
grade in the playoffs. Since there are
teams from several cities competing
for divisional championshipsin various
grades it may not be know until mid-
August what clubs or cities will be
participating in the playoffs in any a
particular grade.

Following s a list of the divisions
and the cities that were entered into
the 2007 NACB Playoff draw:
NORTHEAST: Boston metropoli-
tan area
CENTRAL: Chicago metropolitan
area, Milwaukee, Minnesota Twin
Cities, St. Louis,

WESTERN: San Francisco metro-
politan area.

PHILADELPHIA: Philadelphia
metropolitan area

MIDWEST: Albany, Akron, Buf-
falo, Cleveland, Detroit, Pittsburgh,
Syracuse, Rochester.

SOUTH EAST: Atlanta, Charlotte
SOUTH WEST: Denver, Phoenix,
Los Angeles, San Diego,

NORTH WEST: Portland, Washington
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- Seattle, Spokane, Utah.
MIDATLANIC: Washington DC,
Baltimore

Following is the draw for the 2007
NACB playoffs:

Senior Hurling:

Boston Vs Chicago

San Francisco Vs Boston or Chi-
cago

Junior A Hurling:

San Francisco Vs Boston
Philadelphia Vs Chicago

Junior B Hurling:

Midatlantic Vs Central 2

Boston Vs Central 1

Junior CHurling:

Quarter-finals

Indianapolis Vs Seattle

St. Louis Vs Minnesota Twin Cities
Semi-finals

Indianapolis or Seattle Vs St. Louis
or Twin Cities

Denver Vs Milwaukee

Men'’s Senior Football:

Semi-finals

Boston Vs San Francisco

Chicago vs Boston or San Francisco
Men'’s Intermediate Football:
Semi-finals

Boston Vs San Francisco

Chicago Vs Philadelphia

Men'’s Junior A Football:
Quarter-final

Midwest Vs Philadelphia
Semi-finals

Midwest or Philadelphia Vs San
Francisco

Boston Vs Chicago

Men'’s Junior B Football:

Quarter-finals

Southwest 2 Vs Southeast
Southwest 1 Vs San Francisco
Chicago Vs Philadelphia
Boston Vs Midwest

Men’s Junior C Football:
Preliminary round

Chicago Vs Midwest 1
Southwest 1 Vs Southeast 2
Quarter-finals

Chicago or Midwest 1 Vs Southwest
1 or Southeast 2

Seattle Vs Midwest 2
Midatlantic Vs Philadelphia
Southwest 2 Vs Southeast 1
Men’s Junior D Football:
Semi-finals

Midatlantic Vs Southwest
Central Vs Southeast

Ladies Senior Football:
Chicago 2 Vs San Francisco
Chicago 1 Vs Boston

Ladies Junior A Football:
Semi-finals

Chicago Vs San Francisco
Boston Vs Southwest
Ladies Junior B Football:

Preliminary Round

Philadelphia Vs Southeast 2
Midatlantic 2 Vs Midwest 1
Midwest 2 Vs Southwest 1
Southwest 2 Vs Seattle
Quarter-finals

Philadelphia or Southeast 2 Vs Midat-
lantic 2 or Midwest 1

Central Vs Midatlantic 1

Southeast 1 Vs San Francisco

GAA Games and North American Finals

To Be Held at Gaelic Park

Visit Gaelic Park in Oak Forest
for the Gaelic Athletic Association’s
Gaelic games every Sunday from ap-
proximately 1 p.m. until 5 p.m.

The Gaelic Athletic Association and
Chicago Gaelic Park are planning a
thrilling weekend for the entire family
for the North American finals held at
Gaelic Park over Labor Day weekend,
August 31st through September 2nd.
Teams from twenty-eight U.S. cities
will meet for the national champi-
onships in ten divisions of Gaelic
football and hurling. Gaelic football
is a fantastic sport, similar to soccer,
but more physically challenging and
requires great skill. Hurling, the fastest
fieldgameintheworld, is played by the
ancient rules Friday, August 31st,kicks
off eleven Gaelic football quarterfinal
playoff games in ladies and men'’s
junior divisions. Admission $10.Week-
end passes for all three days $35.

The excitement continues on Sat-
urday, September 1st, with seventeen
semifinal playoff games played by the
regional winning teams from every
part of the U.S. from California to
Massachusetts and lllinois to Florida.

Admission for all the games on Sat-
urday will be $15. After the games,
there will be an anticipatory Mass in
the Celtic Room.

The finale of the weekend will
be Sunday, September 2nd when ten
championship games will be played.
The finalists of seven divisions of Gael-
ic football (including ladies football),
camogie and two divisions of men’s
hurling will be challenged in one of
the most exciting afternoons of sports
action possible. A disc jockey will be
entertainingintheTaraRoomandthere
will also be live musical entertainment
in the Carraig Irish Pub. There is no
cover charge for the Carraig. Admis-
sion to the Sunday games is $20.

The weekend is not limited to
sports, however. Delicious foodinclud-
ing Irish sausages and chips and other
delights are available for purchase all
weekend, with a delicious Irish break-
fast available fro purchase Saturday
and Sunday until noon. Souvenirs of
the weekend will also be sold. (708)
687-9323 for times and games. www.
chicagogaelicpark.org.



August 2007

IRISH AMERICAN NEWS

Here Be Dragons’Brooks Chats It Up

Here Be Dragons Band

By Dave Parry of The Chicago
Tafia Welsh Society

Mike Brooks is the lead singer
of the wild Welsh Celtic folk band,
“Here Be Dragons”. The band, often
clad in kilts made from Welsh flags,
areabouttoembarkontheresecond
jaunt to the USA this September,
starting in Chicago and stopping at
all points of interest along all their
way to New York. Their exuberant
stage presence has gained fans all
over the globe from France to ltaly,
and their passion for Wales and its
language and culture is prominent
in their vibrant music.

If you have a chance to see them
liveinyourarea | highly recommend
that you do so!

Q - Whereabouts in Wales are
you from?

A-Dinas Powys, on the outskirts
of Cardiff. | went to school in Dinas,
Barry and Penarth.

Q - You will be tour in the U.S.
in September to promote your new
CD Bright New Tomorrow- what
cities are likely to be included in
the tour?

A - It's not all confirmed yet but
probably New York, Minneapolis
and St. Louis and definitely Chicago
for the Celtic festival (September
15th).

Q- It's been a while since the last
album.When is“Bright New Tomor-
row” released?

A - It's been five years since we
were in America and then only to
play one festival in Florida. That
was when Celtic Bonding was new
out. We've just finished mastering
Bright New Tomorrow. Our label,
Silverwolf, will release it in the USA
in September.

Q - How would you describe
your style of music to those who are
unfamiliar with your work?

A - When we did our first CD
Alcohol & Rain we were reasonably
described as Welsh Pogues. I guess

we've evolved since then but it’s
still contemporary Celtic music. The
Celtic roots stay the same but rock
music is different to how it was ten
years ago.

Q - You sing in English and
Welsh, how do audiences in places
like France & Italy react to hearing
Welsh?

A - It's funny, but it's only Eng-
lish speaking countries that really
mind when bands don't sing in their
language. They don’t expect to
understand the lyrics, so Welsh or
English it's no big deal. They listen
too different languages all the time
on the radio. | remember once at a
gig in Bologna, Italy, noticing that
our first five songs were in Welsh
the audience couldn’t understand
me in either language so they just
enjoyedtheemotionofthesongsand
the party vibe of the band. That said
we did get a big cheer in France last
month when we did a rap in Welsh
during one of our newer songs.

Of course gigging in Wales is
different to England, Ireland or the
USA, back home the traditional
songs like“Sosban Fach”and“Calon
Lan"are sing-along songs...

Q - You have performed all over
the world, where have been some
of your favorite places to perform
and why?

A - 1 don't have a favourite for-
eign country. (Although the band
did vote France the best for food).
It's all about great gigs, meeting
people and making friends. | have a
particularfondnessfora place called
“Novellara”in northern Italy where
we did our first overseas concert; we
made a lot of friends around there.
Recently we were back in Switzer-
land in the Alps which are always
impressive. Also the people who live
in mountain areas really know how
to party! Of course it's always nice
to come back home, my favourite
Welsh festival has to “Sesiwn Fawr”

in Dolgellau, | love hearing Welsh
spoken in the crowd not just on
stage! The Dunedin Celtic Festival
in Florida was very special too, I'd
never been to America before so it
felt like I was walking onto a movie
set.The people were great there and
incredibly welcoming.We were a big
novelty,beingfromWales—thetown
Welsh population doubled when we
were in town. Another thing about
that weekend was that we went to
bed at 4 or 5 am when the festival
people went to bed but we were all
jetlagged so we woke at UK times a
couple of hours later. With that and
the great local beer the Florida trip
was a bit of a blur.

Q - Have websites such as
MySpace and YouTube brought you
new fans?

A-We're pretty new to both but
we are getting contact from new
fansthatway. It'sinteresting that our
“friends” not only come from places
we've gigged regularly like Wales
and Italy but also we're getting a lot
from Australia and the U.S.

Q-WhatcantheWelshin America
do to help with the tour?

A - Spread the word and get in
touch. If you know a venue, radio
stationorevenrecordstore,getthem
to get in touch with me (mike@
herebedragons.info) and I'll pass
the details to our manager to try to
arrange a visit.

Q - In your opinion how should
Wales go about raising it’s profile
abroad?

A - | think we should follow the
Irish lead and promote our arts and
our culture. Don't pretend to be
anythingwe're not.Topeoplearound
the world we are exoticand interest-
ing. Until | traveled | didn't realise
how special Wales is. For example,
| come form a family in which all
six of us played at least two instru-
ments. That's not very unusual in
Wales, and atleast my class in school
played guitar.| met a guy from Saudi
Arabia who loved Cardiff for the
weather (You can only have so much
hot sunshine apparently). If you eat
French cuisine every day you find
lavabread and cockles from Swansea
something way out of the ordinary.
To someone in Llanelli, Hawaii is
interestingand unusualbutthesame
is true the other way round.

Q - Do you have a message for
the readers?

A - Be nice to non-Welsh peo-
ple—we can't all be born lucky!

For further information about
Here Be Dragons, to download free
songs or get in touch with them,
please visit: www.herebedragons.
info or visit their MySpace page at:
www.myspace.com/herebedragon-
stheband.

IACI Presents Annie Moore Award to

Brian Stack

The Irish American Cultural In-
stitute recently honored Brian Stack,
President and CEQ, North America
of CIE Tours International with the
Annie Moore Award.

A long time Board Member of
the IACI, Stack was Dublin born and
was educated at O'Connell Schoolsin
Dublinand later graduated from Sal-
ford College in Salford, England (Col-
lege of Marketing). He is currently
Chairman of the North American Tour
Operators Association, Vice President
of the Ireland-United States Council
for Commerce and Industry, and a
Board Member of Tourism Cares and
CIE Tours International.

Nearly 250 people attended this

Brian Stack

year's black tie event to pay tribute to
Mr. Stack. The evening is a blend of his-
tory, pageantry, music and dance. The
IACI honors an Irish American with
the Annie Moore Award for significant
contributions in business, community,
government, and/or entertainment.
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aised On Songs

and Stories

By Shay Clarke

The Elders...A Band
Growing Into Their Name

Regular readers will already know
my love for Co. Wicklow, The Garden
of Ireland. Wicklow, always renowned
forits beauty, hasarich history of rebel-
lion and the fierce tribes, the O'Tooles
and Byrnes, fought Viking, Norman,
and Saxon invaders with equal vigor
in defense of their county.

lan Byrne, lead singer with The
Elders was raised on this rich his-
toryandthe songsthathe co-writes
with Brent, Norm and Steve, reflect
this rich history.

I sat down with lan at the Celtic
Fling in PA last month and we
talked aboutThe Elders, the family,
the tours and life in general. He's a
bitlike the energizer bunnybutalot
better looking and within minutes,
as with all homeboys, we discov-
ered that we knew the same pubs,
clubs, and people back at home.

lan grew up in Avoca, Co. Wick-

low, and like many young lads of his
day ended up in a band. They called
themselves Regent St.and played the
clubs of Dublin. They must have been
talented because theyendeduponThe
Late Late Show, which was the big
national platform for aspiring bands.
That's where U2 got their big break.
Butlan had hiseye on America, on
Kansas City in particular. Yep! There
was agirlinvolved. When lan was 12
or 13 years old he first met Kathy, he
tells me that to get her attention he
threw pinecones at her. Kathy's fam-
ily were frequent visitors to Wicklow,
they had a vacation home there and
that's where she first met ‘that little
divil'lan Byrne. Anyway, having met
Kathy, | can totally understand why
lan left his native Wicklow.
Theyarelongmarried nowandhave
three very beautiful and talented kids.
Kian (21), Kaitlin (19), and Andreina
(16). Kathy anchors Fox 4 News in
K.C., lan owns his own custom wood-
working company with a staff of 20. |

PRS Realtors

10450 S. Western Avenue, Chicago
Conveniently located in Beverly.

Multi-Million Dollar Producer

773-233-4700

Margaret Corbett

Now Serving the
Entire Chicagoland
and Suburan Areas.

\ SUREYOU Rz fx{’;

[N THE NEXT LIFE, TCH)

5",?

W WIRISHURM S COM

don't know where he finds the time.

Kian is a gifted musician, he plays
trumpet, fiddle, drums, etc, and is
currently touring with blues singer,
Cotton Candy. Kaitlin plays piano and
is also an Irish Dancer and Andreina
plays fiddle and piano. Andreina
recently dancedin her new solo dress
with The Elders on stage in KC in
front of 15,000 people.

It was ata soccer practice for An-
dreinathat lan heard that The Elders
needed asinger. He guested on The
“Pass it on Down”CD and has been
with them ever since.

“Music is about family” says
lan...well, with a family like that
I'm not surprised. His philosophy
is simple, “respect the tunes and do
it right" The Elders brand of music
is unique to them. They write intel-
ligent lyrics and incorporate it with
roots-rock, major instrumentals and
adriving beat. Throw in a little tradi-
tional Irish and you have, The Elders,
a band bursting with talent.

With Brent Hoad on fiddle, man-
dolin, and keyboards, Norm Dahlor
on bass and banjo, Tommy Souther-
land on drums, Steve Phillips on gui-
tarand mandolin, and Joe Miquelon
on keyboards and saxaphone, this is
animpressive line-up.Then,add lan
Byrne on vocals, bodhran, and his
mighty Celtic Battle Drum...you
must sit up and take notice.

lan, a born communicator, cap-
tivates audiences with his Wicklow
charmand his song introductions are
brilliant. He explains the lyrics in a
way thathooks the listener.|have seen
The Elders invite a pipe band to share

their stage, and without any rehearsal
whatsoever, make magic happen

With 4 studio albums, 2 live ones
and a DVD to their credit, The Elders
stand tall among their peers and right
now they are completing their Live in
Ireland album for CD and DVD. It is
duefor release on Labor Day Weekend
at the Kansas City Irish Festival.

The Live in Ireland album was re-
corded onThe Elders Irish Tour, when
they brought 150 fans to Ireland in
February this year. They played eight
nights from Johnny Fox’s in Dublin to
The Quays in Galway and had a ball.
Fathersand daughters, couples, moth-
ersand sons, even Debbie and Donna,
the twins from Chicago had the time
of their lives on this trip.

Next years trip will be March
1-8 and this time The Elders will
be joined by Enter the Haggis. You
cangoalongfortheride bybooking
now ateldersmusic.com... Sounds
like a major party.

lan loves the road, loves to sing
his songs for new people. “It's very
gratifying,” says lan, “to write a song
that touches somebody."Well lan, you
have done thatin spades.“Men of Erin,’
from the American Wake album is a
spectacularanthem,andin myopinion,
oneofthe best Irish songs ever written.
It is up there with Fields of Athenry,
Songforlreland,and Four Green Fields.
It's so full of emotion. It was written by
lan one night shortly after his father’s
funeral. He tells me that there might
have been a couple of bottles of wine
involved. On the last night of the Irish
Tourin Galway, lan began to sing Men
of Erin, but the audience took it over
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and sang it back to him. The circle is
complete and the band plays on.

Racing theTide, the currentalbum
has its'gems too, Send A Prayer, Ever
be aNation, and the title track, Racing
the Tide, being my favorites. If you are
afan you know what I'm talking about
andifyouhavenotyetbeenentertained
by The Elders, you can catch their ris-
ing tide at the Milwaukee Irish Fest or
on their home turf at the Kansas City
Irish Festand I'm sure they will be back
soon at Ballydoyle’s in Chicagoland
‘cause | know that Phil Cullen is also
like me...a huge Elders fan.

The AOH in Kansas City are
presenting the Elders with their“Hu-
manitarians of the Year” award later
this yearto acknowledge the amount
of fundraisers and other charitable
causes that the boys have helped
with. It doesn't surprise me at all. Big
hearts, big sounds, big future.
Notes From the Festival Frontline

1. The Celtic Fling in Lancaster,
PA was terrific. Held on a 45 acre
Renaissance Faire Grounds, this two
day event was not y'er usual festival,
butitworked forme. The stronglineup
featured The Elders, Enter the Haggis,
Scythian, and the Glengarry Bhoys.
| missed the Tartan Terrors and my
friends Coyote Run, but I'll catch them
soon. Great weather, big crowds.

2. The Colorado lIrish Festival
in Denver | missed this year. Traci
and Conor flew the Blarney flag
and kicked butt. Enter the Haggis,
Eileen lvers, Beth Patterson, and
superstars, The Dave Munnelly Band
were all mentioned in dispatches.
Conor my son loved Eileen Ivers.
There's hope for him yet.

3. Chicago’s Irish American Heri-
tage Center headlined Gaelic Storm,
Black 47, and The Tossers. Fabulous
weekend with big family crowds.
| loved the Dooley Brothers with
Jimmy Moore and that new singer
with Dyed in the Wool. It was great
to see so many of my old friends at
this event. Perfect weekend.

4. Cleveland Irish Cultural Festival.
For my money, John OBrien is king.
Something for everybody...the very
best selection of entertainment so far
this year with all my favorite ballad
singers and bands. John McDermott,
Tommy Fleming, Jerry Lynch from
Kilfenora was brilliant, Brigid's Cross,
Brendan Shine, New Barleycorn,
Johnny McEvoy, Cherish the Ladies,
Seven Nations, The Prodigals, Mighty
Mossy Moran, and Gorgeous George
Casey, and that's not even the half of
it. The party never stops in Cleve-
land...awesome stuff. It's only July
and I'm knackered already.

5.Next Month: We are at Day-
ton, Dublin, St. Paul, LaCrosse,
Milwaukee, Peoria, and Kansas
City...See you at the fest!
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Healy Law

By Martin J. Healy, Jr.
Senior Partner

oty [

This is the next of a series of
columns on how the law can
impact your life. Each month we
willfocus on various aspects of the
law relating to personal injuries,
thosethathappenbothon-the-job
and otherwise, including mishaps
which occur in driving vehicles,
using products and receiving
medical care. The column will
also respond to legal questions
relating to personal injury that are
sent to us.

The Healy Law Firm is comprised
of eight trial attorneys, two of
whom are from Ireland. We are
located downtown at 111 West
Washington Street, Suite 1425,
Chicago, Illinois 60602 (800-922-
4500 or 312-977-0100). www.
HealyLawFirm.com. The firm
concentratesintherepresentation
of injured victims of all types of
accidents.

Readers are encouraged to call or
write with questions concerning
personal injury law.

Law Firm

Tides Turning For the
Insurance Industry

Hurricane Katrina was one of the
costliest and deadliest hurricanes
in the history of the United States.
It was the sixth strongest Atlantic
hurricaneeverrecordedandthethird
strongest hurricane on record that
made landfall in the United States.

Katrina formed on August 23,
2005, during the Atlantic hurricane
seasonand causeddevastationalong
much of the north central gulf coast
ofthe United States.The most severe
loss of life and property damage oc-
curred in New Orleans which was
flooded asthelevy systemfailed.The
hurricane caused severe destruction
across the entire Mississippi coast
and into Alabama as faras one hun-
dred miles from the storm center.

As a result of Katrina, we as a
nation immediately began looking
atthe way we handle natural disas-

ters in terms of response, support,
emergenciesand hospitalization. As
time goes on however the victims of
Katrina are asking us to look closer
atoneofourlongeststandingindus-
tries, the insurance industry.

Theinsuranceindustry’sresponse
toKatrina hasbeenheavily criticized.
The insurance industries highest
profile critic at the present moment
is Senator Trent Lott. A Mississippi
republican, who was elected to the
senate in 1988, Senator Lott is cur-
rently considered to be the Senate’s
number two republican. Ironically,
Senator Lott owes a large deal of
the supportof his careerto theinsur-
anceindustry. Senator Lott traces his
support back more than 35 years to
when he worked for a Mississippi
law firm that defended insurance
companies. Since he was elected in
1988 no industry has contributed
more to his campaigns according to
the Center for Responsive Politics,
anonpartisan group in Washington
that tracks political donations. In-
deed, the insurance industry gave
almost two-thirds of its campaign
donations to republicans between
1990 and 2006.

So what has changed?

Senator Lott owned a beach-
front home in Pascagoula, Mis-
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sissippi which was destroyed by
Katrina. Senator Lott had the
home insured with State Farm
Insurance. State Farm Insurance
disputed whether the home was
destroyed by the storm itself or
the flood waters that resulted
from the storm. Most private
insurancedoesnotcoverflooding
because it is difficult to predict
and leave compensationinstead
to the government’s National
Flood Insurance Program.

Senator Lott became one of
tens of thousands of gulf coast
homeownerswhose claims were
rejectedwhenStateFarmdecided
that the damage to his house
was caused by flooding. Senator
Lott called the decision “total
bull” Senator Lott hired one of
the nation’s most high profiled
plaintiff's lawyers to represent
him. Ironically Senator Lott is
a longtime critic of trial law-
yers and is active in President
Bush’s campaign to impose caps
on plaintiffs in personal injury
cases.

Now, once Senator Lott has
become a victim, like so many
of us, he had changed his tune.
He wants justice. Senator Lott
has used the words “arrogant”
and “mean spirited” about the
insuranceindustry, questionsthe
statistics about insurance com-
pany profits, insurance execu-
tives pay and wondersaloud why
insurance lobbyists are fighting
the bills that he is pushing. One
would strip companies such as
State FarmInsuranceand Allstate
of their 62-year-old exemption
from Federal Anti-Trust Laws.

Senator Lott is sponsoring
legislation that would requirein-
surances to provide plain English
summaries of what their policies
doand do not cover.“They don't
wantyoutoknowwhatyoureally
have covered,’says Senator Lott.
Senator Lottsaysthe changesare
needed to ensure companies are
not conspiring to fix prices, deny
coverage or divvy up markets.
“It's about getting an industry to
do theright thing,”he says of an
industrywhich supported himfor
many, many years.

For its part, the insurance
industry through a State Farm
spokesman, says “we don't treat
US senators any different than
we do customers who may be
taxi cab drivers or newspaper
reporters.”Nevertheless, in Janu-
ary 2007, State Farm reached
an agreement with Mississippi
officials to pay hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars to thousands of
homeowners in the state who

havebeenunabletorebuildsince
Hurricane Katrina swept across
the gulf in 2005. However, this
agreement does not apply to
Louisiana where the destruc-
tion was even greaterand where
lawyers and insurance say no
settlementtalks havetakenplace.
Mississippi,wheretheagreement
was reached, is the home state of
Senator Lott, along with that of
Mississippi Representative Gene
Taylor, who also lost a home.

What are your

rights pertaining to
insurance claims with
your own carrier?

The business of insurance is
highly specialized with policy
holders particularly vulnerable
and dependent on their insur-
ance company. Therefore, the
insurance company must treat
its policy holders’ interest with
equal regard as it does its own
interest. Itis not supposed to be
an adversarial process. A part of
a claim examiners job is to assist
the policy holder with the claim.
The company must thoroughly
investigateand objectivelyevalu-
ate the claim.

An insurance company may
not ignore information which
supports coverage. In addition,
the company mustfairly, reason-
ably and promptly pay claims if
warranted.

An insurer has an affirmative
dutytodisclose benefitsand cov-
erage that may apply to a claim.
Also, the insurer cannot attempt
to settle a claim for an unreason-
ably low amount.

Senator Lott’s allegations of
some of the aforementioned be-
havior or violations, has focused
the spotlight on the insurance
industry and their practices.Asa
result,itappearsthatlongneeded
andoverdue changesarecoming
to the insurance industry. This
may benefit all of us. The tide
may indeed be turning.

Jack Cannon
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A PINT

By Scott Powers

Before | hit the streets of Dublin for the first
time, Mr. Brennan, a family friend who | was stay-
ing with, provided some late-second advice.

He said, “If anyone’s asks you about re-
ligion or politics, tell them, ‘I don't discuss
religion or politics.”

To this day, | stand by that.

[ realize his advice pertained to being
in Ireland, and there was certainly no
good that would come out of an Ameri-
can tourist debating Catholic-Protestant
issues while having a few pints in the
Temple Bararea. A phone call back to the
States to inform family | was in jail over
a fight about religion and politics was
something he was hoping to prevent.

Back here, the advice is partially
useful. Fists aren’t normally unleashed
over one’s religious beliefs. | don't ever
recall being asked if I was Catholic, Protestant or
otherwhilesitting on a barstool. Political stances,
though, have a different power. Even the most
passive of people can be ignited these days over
discussion of George W. Bush, Iraq, health care,
social security and much more.

It's what got Larry Kirwan going while we
shared a pint before Black 47 took the stage at the
Irish American Heritage Center last month.

Again, these aren't my political beliefs.
It's not that | disagree with them or agree
with them. It’s just that in the open...“l don't
discuss religion or politics.”

Musician/playwright/author/radio host
Larry Kirwan does, and it won't take long to
figure out which side he’s on.

“This administration has really wrecked
America across the board,’Kirwan started out
by saying. “It's just a disaster. People aren't
aware of itbecause the media has made people
so stupid, and it's not allowing them to form
points of view. Everything is soundbites.

“People are being fooled by that over and
over.That's why it'simportant bands like Black
47 are out there on stage and saying this is not
the way it is. Turn off your TV. Start thinking to
yourself. Don't follow these idiots in the White
House. Kids are getting slaughtered in Iraq.
We actually wrecked the country. Now we can
barely get out of the [bleepin’] place.

Kirwan's outspokenness isn't a surprise to
anyone who knows his music.To start with, the
band's name originates from the potatofamine
of 1847 that led to the death of hundreds of
thousands of Irish. His songs have been about
historical Irish political figures. He's sung that
the Brits need to get out of Northern Ireland.
He's sung about the first President Bush and
now he sings about the second.

“It was a political band right from the get go,
Kirwan said. “The Clash had broken up; Marley
was dead. There was nothing going on political
wise. Bush was in power, the old Bush. We always
do better when the Bush’s are in." (laughs)

4

you're talking ‘89,
'90. There was a
, Lo lot of turmoil go-
8 ing on because of
- o—t i the situation in
4 Northern Ireland.
We were singing songs about James Connolly,
Bobby Sands and Michael Collins. What we were
able to dowas link the older generation with the
newer generation. The newer generation wasn't
really listening to Irish music at that point.”

Black47 did getthem, whichincluded meat
the time, to listen. With catchy beats and lyrics
doneinanassortmentof stylesfromraptorock,
itwas the music that firstdrew me tothe band. |
bought afew of the Irish-born, New York City-
based group’s CDs when | was in high school,
saw my first Black 47 concert at Gaelic Park in
1996 and I've been a fan ever since.

Gaelic Park has been Black 47's most frequent
stop when coming tothe area. Beginning whenit
playedatthe outside venue throughasnowstorm
in 1992, the band has been there every year since.
Formany, it'sanannual ritual to see them at Gaelic
Park’s Irish fest over Memorial Day weekend.
Kirwan got to know one Chicago young fan
especially over the years because of this. Kirwan
began receiving letters from a boy in the 1990s.
The kid would attend every concert at Gaelic Park
andwasahugefan.Thecorrespondencecontinued
over the years. A few years back, Kirwan received
aletter from the now older fan who wrote he was
in the military and was off in Iraq. Inspired by the
letter, Kirwan wrote “Chicago Southside Waltz’,
asong about his fan being in Iraq and away from
Gaelic Park for the first time in many years.

The war is what drives the band'’s next
album, which will be completely devoted to
Irag. Kirwan expected to be in the studio in
late July and release it in September.

He hopes the new CD will have a better
receptionthanwhenBlack47 cameoutagainst
the war when it began.

“Wetooktremendousheataroundthetime
the war was declared,”he said.“For two years,
it was a nightmare. Every night on stage,
people getting up and walking off."

People no longer do that. More seem to be
with Kirwan than against him on the issue. As
for me? | still follow Mr. Brennan'’s advice.

*For more on Larry Kirwan and all of his projects,
check out www.black47.com; www.celticlounge.
com and www.myspace.com/larrykirwan.
*Share a comment or column suggestion with
Scott Powers at sharingapint@yahoo.com.
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Celtic Kitchen
—Pure and Simple

TBS—= >

By Julianna Finney

| Say Potato, They Say Poe-Ta-Toe

When [ first told people of my
plans to go to Ireland for cooking
school the immediate response
was, “For what? To learn the 101

ways to cook potatoes?” And then
everyone laughs. Yeah well, after
that happening a few times, | had
to prepare myself for the inevitable

“Ireland 2007/2008 See
Athlone and District Tourist Guide
Log on to www.acis.ie”
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that fall. Since Ireland was known
for potatoes, | knew would be
making LOTS of potato dishes.
You couldn’t escape the potato, but
whenin Ireland, would you want to?
When someone brought a gift back
from Ireland, there was a chance it
would be potato candy, made from
real potatoes or shaped like the
native tuber out of sugar and color-
ing. Irish pubs and restaurants in

Ireland and the States all had some
recipe for boxty, a thin fried potato
pancake thatis folded over afilling
of salmon, veggies, or corned beef.
And of course, everyone knows of
the classic fish and chips, the tradi-
tional deep fried marriage of awhite
fish (I prefer thick cod fillets) and
wonderful potato wedges seasoned
and generously sprayed with malt
vinegar. In fact, my challenge on
finding the best fish and chips may
have recently been achieved...but
that's another story.

Anyway, the potato in Irish life
has been legendary. When Irish
and Potato come up in the same
sentence, thoughts go back to the
island’s bleak early to mid 1800’s,
where the inhabitants of the small
island died by the millions when
thefood source they've depended
onsuddenly begantopoisonthem
with the fungus blight. So many
things, people, governments were
blamed for that holocaust and
mass emigration. Fortunately, his-

toryhasshownthatonceagainthe
Irish survived those hardships and
faithfully returned to the potato to
nourish the people.

Today, cooks in Ireland are very
friendly and familiar with the potato.
Not considered clichéd or overused,
the potatocancomprise many differ-
entelements of adish. Once cooked
and mashed, the potato is used in
soups and stews as a thickener or

filler, maybe to stretch a pot of
Guinness stew. One showing of Irish
hospitality is that if an unexpected
friend stopped by for supper, the
cookwould“throwanotherpotatoin
the potandsetanother place”.There
are wonderful recipes of meat and
veggie dishes where mashisusedas
atopping or crust, pat the potatoon
topand then putitunder the broiler
to a light golden color. A chef from
a Dublin restaurant used mashed
potato (no milk or butter) when he
would make smoked hamand coun-
trycheese croquettes.These popular
starters are made by placing a small
bit of ham and cheese in the middle
of a mashed potato ball, rolling in
flour, egg and crumbs then frying.

Before heading to the local farm-
er'smarketfor potatoes fortonight's
recipe, get to know the potato.
Generally speaking, there are two
varieties or types of potatoes: Mealy
orwaxy. The Russet or Idaho potato,
also called“bakers’, are of the mealy
type. Low in moisture and high in
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starch, these potatoes bake welland
make fluffy mashed potatoes. They
are also good for french fries. Waxy
potatoes like the red or white round
are highin moisture, low starch and
great for gratins, boil and season
dishes, potato salads and any dish
where the potato needs to keep a
firm shape. These are not as good
for mashed. However, with a careful
eye and good timing, creamy-like-
grandma’s mashed potatoes can be
produced with the waxy version.
Asking the farmer or produce man-
ager will also help when shape and
color aren't evident.

The last thing to consider about
potato prep: to peel or not to peel.
If you do leave the ‘jacket’ (skin)
on,makesuretoscrubthe potatoes
well. The skin is very good to eat,
and | think adds a rustic flair to
the dish. And the potatoes won't
become waterlogged!

Thisterrific, nutritionally packed
tuber is so versatile, so easy and
good foryou, it'samazing to think
of the potato’s infamous world
history. Though it went through
itsdark times, the potato continues
today to be a main source of com-
fort food and culinary inspiration
on the Emerald Isle.

One of my favorite mashed
potato dishes is colcannon. It's a
gorgeous mix of potato, cabbage,
onion and lots of butter!

1 Ib. Idaho potatoes, scrubbed
clean and quartered

1/2 head green cabbage

1 yellow onion

1 c. milk, approx.

4T. butter, separated

1/2c. water

1/ 2 c. fresh parsley, chopped
Salt and pepper

In large pot, prepare water for
potatoes. Set up steamer basket
and put potatoes in. Cover with
lid. In small pan, combine milk,
1T butter, pinch salt and pepper.
Leave on low heat. On chopping
board, cutup onioninto medium
dice. Put in bowl. Remove cab-
bage stem, discard then thinly
slice rest of cabbage. Turn slices
and chop so pieces are 1/2in.
In second pot, melt 1T. butter.
Sauté onion until translucent, 4
min.Add cabbage and stirto mix.
Once cabbage is covered with
butter, sprinkle salt and pepper,
add water and cover 5 minutes,
until just crunchy. Check pota-
toes for doneness. Drain. Return
to pan. Mash with potato masher
or mixer and slowly add milk
mixture. Add cabbage mix, pars-
ley and blend. Taste and adjust
seasonings. Serve immediately
with 1T. butter on top.
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Der Bingle: In Memoriam

By Tim Weldon

“Harry Lillis Crosby was the most influential and successful
popular performer in the first half of the twentieth
century. His was the voice of the nation, the cannily
informal personification of hometown decency—friendly,
unassuming, melodious, irrefutably American.”

Gary Giddins, A Pocketful of Dreams

The recently deceased Harvard Economist John Ken-
neth Galbraith once said that “Nothing is so admirable
in politics as a short memory.” And yet for a nation, few
things are more necessary than the sustained admiration
of its heroes—something only along memory can provide.
In sum, such admiration reflects who we are or would like
to become. As we approach the thirtieth anniversary of his
death (August 1977), we find that Harry Lillis or “Bing”
Crosby is worthy of such admiration—even a thumbnail
retrospect of his life bears this out.

In his 2001 biography, eminent Jazz critic and author
Gary Giddins reminded us that, in a national poll conducted
in the late 1940s, Crosby was voted the most admired man
alive, ahead of Jackie Robinson, Generals Eisenhower and
MacArthur, Harry Truman, Bob Hope, and the Pope.

A singer more admired than the Holy Father? A radio
show host and B-movie comedian more admired than
World War II's Supreme Allied Commander? However
immoderate the rankings of the poll takers their love
and respect for the Tacoma-born Irish-American defies
measure. How could it not? In every eye of the beholder
the facts support Bing's legacy as the consummate en-
tertainer in American History.

Pre-television, Bing Crosby was a major influence in
every venue of entertainment. “He held them,” was the
observation of Mack Sennett (the Irish-Canadian Holly-
wood pioneer who discovered Charlie Chaplin) on Bing's
mellifluous sway over a listening crowd. That Bing “held”
the country would be closer to the truth; for not only did
he make the most popular record in history with “White
Christmas” (over fifty million sold), in a business of one-hit
wonders, Bing excelled himself with thirty-eight number
one songs (by comparison, the Beatles had twenty-four) in
categoriesranging fromthereligious tothe ethnic(Irishand
Hawaiian). On the silver screen, Bing was the only movie
star to achieve top box office status five times (1944-48)
and lest we forget the theater of the mind, he was a radio
starfrom 1931t0 1962 (including syndication), longerthan
any other voice of the airwaves.

As remarkable as his chart-topping performances was
the mannerin which he performed. Bing was cool before
cool. Even a barely initiated audience could detect an
ethereal ease to Bing's performances. His work betrayed
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a certain reconciling: not quite jazz, not quite pop or
classical but always the mean of singing talent. (Some of
Bing's song titles reflect a uniting of natural,“Moonlight
Becomes You,"and supernatural,“l Don’t Stand a Ghost
of a Chance”). Be it solo or with orchestra (he was the
first full-time singer signed to an orchestra), Bing so per-
sonified poise in song and act that he remains today the
archetypal“natural”in show business.”He'd do anything
and do it well,” said movie maker Frank Capra.

Still, the source of Bing's attraction went beyond what he
did and the way he did it: his wholesomeness was the draw
andthebond.There was nothingVegasabouthim.”Bing had
a tremendous personal dignity,”singer Rosemary Clooney
once said. The world knew it. British commentator Alistair
Cooke once stated that“He (Bing) was the least exhibition-
ist celebrity I've ever known,” while British actor Wilfred
Hyde-White observed,“Sinatra would turn up with three or
four Karmen Ghias. The doors would open and bodyguards
would march down. But Bing would turn up in a little car,
stop at the gate for his dressing room key and then park it
himself! The difference was rather marvelous.”

Marvelous describes Bing's unostentatious manner,
his preference of song and movie material. He made
cardigan sweaters a fashion piece (Giddins described
Crosby’s dress a “peculiar motley”: “shirttails, beat-up
hats, torn sweaters, mismatched socks”) while exemplify-
ing mores supporting family, country and God.

Crosby’s own family life notwithstanding (one of Bing’s
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sons from his first marriage, an alcoholic, embarked on a
short-lived smear campaign of his father), he was a family
man at heart (who could forget the Christmas television
special wherein his children stole the show?). Bing was no
less devoted to his country—he raised over fourteen million
dollars for the soldiers during WWIl—or his faith. Of all his
show business success,amidst hismyriad performances,one
role defines Bing: that of the troubleshooting parish priest,
Father O’Malley in the 1944 movie, Going My Way. In the
movie, Bing did as much for reverence and integrity as any
other actor—before or since. Owing to his performance, the
audience is left with the conclusion that goodness is great-
ness and greatness, wonderfully simple.

If Baby Boomers only recognized Bing Crosby as an
orangejuice-selling golferwith the ultimate Christmas song,
can his exemplarity of talent and decency challenge time?

Bing'sinfluence is with us today as archetype. From Tony
Bennett to the still performing Gordon Lightfoot, some of
the most prominent names in entertainment count Bing as
aninfluence.But these nameswaitin line behind others who
were and areinspired by Der Bingle.This spring during Mass
in suburban Chicago, this writer listened to a visiting priest,
esteemed for his work with America’s rural poor, begin his
homily by mentioning that his decision to become a priest
was the result of watching Going My Way. The speaker is not
unlike millions of other Americans who know that many of
life's problems are just a Father O’Malley away from being
solved. Perhaps this is why, in the American mind, we still
set a place for Bing at the holiday table.
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drama set in Dublin. It received
an Audience Award at the 2007
Sundance Festival and has been
highly touted with rave reviews
by movie critics across America.
Butthe reasonforits overwhelm-
ingacclaimis not obvious to this
reviewer. True, ithas some bitter-
sweetmoments, butingeneral,it
falls short. It comes across as it
wasoriginally conceptualized—a
relatively inexpensive musical
video made to sell songs rather
than a feature film. Before go-
ing any farther, | would like to
enteradisclaimer.The executive
producer, David Collins, is married to my wife's sister and we are
family. But that is not enough to make me like this film.

The movie, written and directed by John Carney whose credits
are mostly RTE productions such as Bachelor’s Walk, is in some
ways an old fashioned love story set in new-fangled Ireland. A
place where immigrants now intermingle with native Irish on the
streets,and steps of once stately Georgian terrace houses that have
been converted into one room flats. But that cultural interface is
not the point of the story and is simply incidental. The female lead
(Marketa Irglova) could just as easily be from Co. Clare or Cork
as Czechoslovakia.

Thetaletracksthetransientrelationshipoftheanonymousyoung
Czech and a no-name thirty-something Irish Hoover repairman
(Glen Hansard of the band The Frames), who still lives with his
father.It covers the weekfollowing their chance meetingin Dublin’s
fashionable Grafton Street. She is unemployed and selling Big
Issues—the up market begging vehicle of the down on their luck.
Heis moonlighting as a busker. We next learn that she is a pianist
without a piano and has a broken vacuum cleaner. That brings the
two together. He fixes her Hoover and they start making folk-rock
music—starting out in a piano store.

As it turns out, he, known simply as “The Guy,"has a dream of
making a name for himself as a singer and songwriter. But he has
never been able to organize his life for success. She (The Girl), it
seems, hopestomakeallifefor herself, herdaughterand hermother
in Ireland and has the moxie to succeed. In that way the needs of
the Girland Guy synergize and create the story. But what she and
her family are doing in Ireland in the first place is never made clear.
We learn little of her dreams and aspirations and by extension that
of other new immigrants. There is nothing about her adjustment
tolreland and Ireland’s reaction to her. The movie culminates with
the completion of demo CDs in a studio, which The Guy hopes to
parlay into recording success.

The tale has some tender moments. But overall, the scenariois
less than perfectly crafted. The low-budget technical constrictions
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Playwright and cast of “When Harry Met Dad, winning entry
at Irishfest’s One Page Play Contest. It includes Zoe Engling
(front) Solomon Miller, Chelsey Faloona and Tamar Westphal.

become all too obvious as the
film progresses. There are jerky
transitions, shaky camera work
and superfluous scenes that
do little to advance the story.
The relatively short picture (86
minutes) starts slowly, takes a
long time to pick up speed, and
ends so abruptly that it seems
the projectionist has lost the
last reel.

On the positive side, both
Irglovaand Hansard are comfort-
able,appealingand convincingly
understated in their roles. Some
will love the music whichis used
totellhow each characteris feeling internally and separately rather
than together as a pair. And the film has some funny moments,
suchaswhen aloan officer advances money because he has secret
dreams of being a rock star. There are some wonderful scenic shots
of Dublinand its environs as well. One, showing the full sweep of
Killiney Bay from Dalkey Island to Bray Head on a clear spring
day, is especially memorable.

This movie brings to mind two other pictures from the early
1990s. One is Slacker (1991,) where social misfits in Texas who
don'tfitinto establishment norms just meander through life. The
pair here—especially The Guy—is somewhat like that. The other
movie is The Commitments (1991,) where a group of out of work
Dubliners get together to form a soul band. Like Once, The Com-
mitments was highly successful. It also had a cast of characters
who were mainly musicians rather than professional actors. But
despite some similarities, Once and The Commitments are not
the same. Each depicts Irish times and tales that are certainly in
different centuries.

The Pirate Queen, (IAN Jan 2007) a lavish $16 million produc-
tion by Irishimpresarios Moya Doherty and John McColgan flopped
on Broadway. It was not nominatedinanyTony categoryand closed
June 17 after only 85 performances.

One Page Play Contest a Success

Zoe Engling’s When Harry Met Dad was adjudicated the best
one-page production at the 2007 Irish American Heritage Center’s
Irishfest last month. The show, which starred Chelsey Faloona
(Jenny,) Tamar Westphal (Dad,) and Solomon Miller (Harry,) was
witty, fast moving and entertaining. It depicts Jenny, a teenage
daughter, bringing her boyfriend Harry home to meet her Dad for
thefirst time. But Dad has more to think about that day than Harry.
He is an author who is struggling. His editor is critical of his latest
work because his female characters lack depth. By the time Harry
arrives Dad has decided to don a woman's dress to try to improve
his creative processes. As can be expected, that situation leads to
comedic misunderstandings. But it is not the only twist in this
engaging work. It turns out that Harry is a vegetarian which causes
more gut-busting comedy.

"The play had surprisingly good character development,'noted
Frank Gleeson, co-adjudicatorofthe one-page play contest. The play
was produced and directed by Zoe Engling, a student of obvious
talent at Evanston Township High School.

This was the first year that Irishfest featured a playwriting con-
testand it was a success.”We had six entries and performed four.”
commented Clair Callan, chair of the cultural committee. “They
included 1798, atouching piece about condemned Irish patriotsin
the aftermath of the ill-fated Irish rising by Beverly McLaughlin,
American Wake, a play lamenting Irish emigration by Jim Lynch,
and a play aptly named A One Page Play by Gene Doucette. All
were of high quality. Tim Sullivan was especially noteworthy
as the patient in Doucette’s piece,” she continued. She also said
that Jim Ronan, Brad Armacost and Brigid Duffy gave sterling
performances as well.

The committee anticipates that the one act play contest will
attract even more entries next year.

Sean Callan’s email is: irishquill@aol.com.
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Gift Theatre Ends Season with
Chekhov classic Three Sisters

The Gift Theatre Company will conclude its 2006-2007 sea-
son with a daring production of Chekhov’s classic Three Sisters,
translated by Paul Schmidt. After rehearsing for five months,
Artistic Director Michael Patrick Thornton gives us Chekhov’s
masterpiece about longing, loss, and the fear of being forgotten
in The Gift's intimate space.

The Gift Theatre is conveniently located at 4802 N. Milwau-
kee in Chicago’s Jefferson Park neighborhood; two storefronts
NORTH of Lawrence, on the WEST side of Milwaukee. Three
Sisters will run August 23rd-September 30th; Thursdays, Fridays,
Saturdays @ 8pm; Sundays @ 3pm.

Tickets are $20 Thursdays and Sundays; $25 Fridays and
Saturdays; $15 preview, student, senior, and industry tickets. To
purchase tickets call (773) 283 - 7071 or buy online at www.
thegifttheatre.org.

Benefit for Local Irish Musician
By Ellen Chiaco

One of the greatest treasures of the Irish-American commu-
nity is right in our own backyard. David James is a man of many
achievements, both artistic and personal. He is an Irish musician
of great accomplishment, who has devoted his life to preserving
many time-honored and cherished Irish musical traditions. He
does this by playing several traditional Irish instruments, singing,
recording, performing live, teaching, and writing to chronicle and
document the history of traditional Irish music.

David James plays the hammered dulcimer, fiddle, tin whistle, and
bodhran (Irish drum). He has written his own original music and has
released this material on CDs; his first, a CD featuring the dulcimer
entitled Tiompan Alley;
his latest CD released
in 2002 is entitled The
Lone Man’s Path, Tunes
and Songs Featuring the
Hammered Dulcimer.

David also teaches
the hammered dulci-
mer, fiddle, beginner
tin whistle, bodhrén,
accompanist styles on
guitar, bouzouki and
piano. He teaches part
time in South Bend,
Indiana,andonWednes-
days and Thursdays at
World Folk Musicin the

historic Beverly neighborhood of Chicago.

Of great concern to the friends of David James is that last
November, David suffered a serious heart attack. Thankfully
he has fully recovered, and is able to carry on with his work,
but heis burdened by enormous debt due to medical costs. A
benefitis going to be held for David on Sunday, September 9,
2007, from 2:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at Gaelic Park. This would
be a wonderful way for the Irish American community to thank
David for all he has done to preserve Irish music and its history.
For benefit tickets or information 773-779-7059.
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Al Gore and
Other Rock
Stars

You know, you

wonderful people out
there in Readerland
(I'm doing a Norma
Desmondhere—Imay
nothaveanyreadersleftat thisstage),youdon't
realise how lucky you are. For you, the hideous
spectacle of Al Gore and Madonna's Live Earth
global concert is now a distant and | would
imagine almost totally irrelevant memory...
except for the damage done, of course. For
me, itis happening as | write. Wave after wave
of self-serving, vain, strutting hypocrites have
been across the stages. The damage they are
doing to the environment on Live Earth day
is not irrelevant, however, and it is certainly
a damned sight worse than asking Joe and
Jane Soap to stop using planes. Coming from
this crowd of pompous chancers it would be
hilarious if it weren't so stomach-turning. A
privileged group of preening peacocks who
wouldn't dream of going anywhere without a
limousine or private jet are lecturing us on the
environment. Allitmakes mewanttodois take
moreplanes,chopdownmoretrees,encourage
people to buy bigger cars and burn copies of
Gore’'s film “An Inconvenient Truth”.

I've been reading some of the statistics on
what today’s superstar glory fest is expected
to produce: the crowds filling the stadiums
and pretending to be Green for the day will
beflushing precious water down 2,618 toilets.
Madonna and Al, of course, may be planning
an alternative by using a latrine dug in the
ground; but | doubt it. Energy that is used
on the day has been estimated to top 31,500
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carbon emissions.Kind of defeats the purpose,
surely. And this nonsense about the concert
being done to make people aware of what is
happeningtothe planet?You'd haveto befrom
a different dimension in the space/time con-
tinuumnottohaveheardthatthere’ssomething
going on—although climate change has been
exaggerated to a ridiculous extent. Also the
sheer, uttercheek ofagroup of peoplewhocan
beltoutafew tunes thinking they can educate
we dimwits just beggars belief. The funniest
idea | heard was the organisers’plans—which
were abandoned—to ask peopletostop using
electricity during the concert. What the devil
was that all about? Again, what would be the
point? Unless television sets are now powered
by something unknown to me.

As was rightly pointed out by another
journalist, if you really want to save the planet
let's have mass genocide of all the cows living
onitand become a planet full of tree-hugging
vegetarians. The emissions from the backsides
of these evil cows does thousand of times more
damagetotheenvironmentthanthe paltrytwo
or three percent caused by planes. Oh, and
before Iforget, | was interested to discover that
good old planet-saving Madonna—who is so
worried about the amount of fossil fuels that
we are using up that she will scarcely be able to
hold herself together today—this same super-
heroine owns two Range Rovers, a Mercedes,
an Audi A8 and a Mini Cooper S. | guess she
really must need them. Probably breaks her
hearteverytime sheisforced todrive one.Now
that’s what | call An Inconvenient Truth.

Of course they're not all insincere, although
I would think that the younger ones are either
deluded or just trying to further their careers.
However, the usual suspects are there: the
dreaded Phil Collins, swearing on stage; Chris
Rock also turning the air blue and | haven't
seen Sting yetbut|know he's there somewhere.
What is this with the language anyway? It's the
afternoon and they know kids are watching.
Still, this isn't Keith Richards or the great Lou
Reed we're talking about. These people have to
showtheir street cred by cursing on stage. Pretty
tough, eh? This is the new type of “rock star”:
wimps like Eminem who let thousands of Irish
fans down lastyear when he cancelled his Slane
Castle showbecause hefelthe'd beentaking too
many sleeping pills. SLEEPING PILLS? That
faintlaughingsound,followedbyathudthatyou
hear, is Keith Richards laughing his head off.
Or professional cry-babies like Robbie Williams
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who checks into The Priory every time he feels
abitdownin the mouth. Go countyour money,
would you, Williams, and stop bothering us.

The whole thingis so spurious anyway. The
man Gore talks about as his inspiration is the
late Dr. Roger Reville of Harvard. Last April’s
Canadian National Post contained an article by
amember of a Canadian environmental think-
tank, Lawrence Solomon who wrote: “Gore
thought of Dr. Reville as his mentor and referred
to him frequently. Gore’s warmth for Dr. Reville
cooled, however, when it became clear that he
had misunderstood his former professor. Al-
though Dr. Reville recognised potential harm
from global warming, he also saw potential
benefits and was by no means alarmed.”Pretty
much what | thought myself.

Meanwhile, back in Ireland and staying
with the environment, the water crisis goes
on. | wrote about this extraordinary Third
World situation taking place in a rich country
a couple of months ago, but here we still are.
For five months now the water in the Galway
region has been polluted by the parasite
cryptosporidium, rendering it undrinkable
and making it necessary for all water to be
boiled. This is a real hardship for the elderly
who have to add to their electricity bill or drag
heavy water containers back and forth from
the supermarket. Nor is it much fun for those
with large families. However, just to show that
the contempt that this governmentfeelsforthe
ordinary tax payers is limitless, the upcoming
Galway Races will be catered for with a€95,000
purification system. Since the horses must have
clean water a system has been putin place to
serve the animals and the race-goers. This is
essential since the Government Tent, where
Mein F_hrer Bertie Ahearn (the sensitive soul
who in a speech last week told those who are
unhappy with the sudden turnin the economy
to goand commit suicide) is one of the fixtures
of the Races. This is where the politicians, the
Captains of Industry and the Cream of Society
meetupeachyear.Inplainlanguage thismeans
allthejokerswhohave hadfinancialdodges see
so many of them—including Ahearn—being
hauled before the Tribunals this pastyear.Don't
worry, though. Whereas the British actually
send their crooks to jail, this is Ireland. That
only happens to the little people. So, while the
water ban—which even prohibits the brushing
of teeth with water—has been lifted in some
outlying areas, Galway City is still a no-go.
Wateris still off-limits to around 70,000 people.
Little old ladies and taxpayers in general are
ignored but at least the horses are OK.

Already there are grumbles from the same
crowd that voted them back in because he
instilled fear of an economic downturn in
them. Shame on you. Now as the country
looks that same downturn square in the eye
[ look forward to seeing you, by the time the
nextelectionswingsaround, sittingonastreet
cornerwithacupinyourhand.Imay besitting
nexttoyou, butl'llhave somethingyoulacked
at the ballot box—integrity.

Oh, wait. What's happening? Madonna’s just
taken the stage. She’s cursing too, but it gets
better. She’s just yelled at the crowd: “If you
want to save the planet, let me see you jump.’|
take it all back. The problem’s solved.
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Irish School at IAHC

The fall semester of Irish school
begins this September at the Irish
American Heritage Center.

Classes are on Saturday mornings
9am-noon Sept.29 through Dec. 1and
childrenfromages 6-16 can participate
inlessonson Irish heritage, culture, cus-
toms, language, artand music, through
drama, storytelling, crafts and games.

Class fees are $45 per class for
IAHC members and $60 for non-

members. Students who enroll in
the Saturday classes, excluding the
summer programand takeany three
classes; one per term, pay $100 for
members and $150 for non-mem-
bers. Discounts for families apply.
Classes include Irish Language
forchildrenages6-11and 12-16, the
TeenTheatre Workshop forages 12-
16 and Celtic Mythology and Art for
ages 6-11. To register children for
classes, call 773-282-7035, ext. 10.

Ireland’s Newest Skateboard Park
Opened in Ennis, County Clare

County Clare’s first specifically
designedand builtskateboard parkwas
officially opened in Ennis by the Mayor
of Ennis, Councillor Joe Reidy, and the
Deputy Mayor of Clare, Councillor
Brian Meaney. The Skateboard Park,
located in Lees Road Sports and Ame-
nity Park, celebrated the opening with
special guest Rodney Jones, a profes-
sional skater from the U.S., provided
advice on skateboarding techniques

andtreated skateboarding enthusiasts
to an exhibition.

Welcoming the new facility, Coun-
cillor Brian Meaney, Deputy Mayor of
Clare stated, “The new facility adds
anotherdimensiontotheattractiveness
and public appeal of the Lees Road
Sports and Amenity Park. The design
and layout of the Skateboard Park is
very impressive and will no doubt be
enjoyed by skaters of all ages.”

Chicago Street Pub Hot in August

Joliet’s first ever “Big Lebowski
Party”will take place at Chicago Street
Pub of Joliet in conjunction with the
Joliet Rock Company on Friday, Au-
gust 10at 7 p.m.Pre-purchased tickets
areonly $8or $10when purchased the
night of the event at the door.

The party beginsat 7 p.m. with later
evening live music by rock band, De-

constructing Jim. Music will be gener-
ated from the 7:15 p.m. movie showing
of the Big Lebowski, a Coen brothers’
film, made famous via the ne'er-do-well
title character played by Jeff Bridges. A
Nintendo Wii Bowling Tournament will
begin at 7:15, with a limited amount of
entries. The Crawfish Boil begins at 9
p.m. with live music at 9:30 p.m.

August 2007 live music entertainment

8/06/07, Live Traditional Irish Music

8/07/07, Traditional Bluegrass Jam Session

8/10/07, Big Lebowski Party
8/13/07, Live Traditional Irish Music
8/16/07, Open Mic Night

8/17/07, Run Side Down

8/18/07, The Righteous Hillbillies
8/20/07, Live Traditional Irish Music

8/24/07, Chicago Farmer And Joe Lottino
8/25/07, John Condron And The Benefit
8/27/07, Live Traditional Irish Music Session
8/30/07, Irish Night With Brendan Loughrey

8/31/07, Halfway Jane
9/22/07, Golf Outing

Chicago Street Pub, 75 North Chicago Street,

FUNERAL HOME

Burke - Sullivan
Funeral Home

6471 N. Northwest Highway
Chicago, IL 60630
(773) 774-3333
(708) 966-8818

Directors- Gerald Sullivan

Mary M. Sullivan

Bad News - Good News!  [[eT1]

THE BAD NEWS: The Post Office has raised their rates one time too many, so we have to raise ours.
We will continue to offer regular delivery, but we strongly urge you to opt for 1st class mail. Regular
delivery can take up to three weeks and more, while 1st class usually takes less than 3-5 days.

THE GOOD NEWS: With ANY subscription we will send you a free Irish music CD, one for each
year’s subscription! Up to 3 different CD’s in all with your new or renewed subscription!

SUBSCRIBEToday!
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From A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc.,
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FINANCIAL PLANNING

Corrigan Financial Services, Inc.
Money Concepts Financial Planning Centre
Established 1980

Retirement Planning Specialist
for
Individuals - Families - Business

Investment - Tax - Estate Planning
Call
Mike & Chuck Corrigan
(708)482-3800

Member International Association for Financial Planning J
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The Oaks Funeral Home
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Gibbons/Elliston Funeral Home
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For Over 65 Years”
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Discover
the Value of
Dollar Cost
Averaging

Whether you're
a novice investor or
you've been follow-
ing the market for
years, one thing you know is true: the market
is constantly changing. The never-ending ups
anddownscanmakeithardtodeterminewhen
would beagoodtimetobuy.Fortunately, there
is an investment strategy that can help com-
pensate for swingsin the marketand make the
decision a little less troublesome for you.

A widely recognized investment strategy
known as dollar cost averaging offers a sys-
tematic approach to investing. By following
this plan, you invest a specific dollar amount
at set times, regardless of where the market
may be at the time. One of the advantages of
this strategy is that it can be applied to a wide
variety of investment vehicles.

As you know, the market price of an invest-
mentfluctuates.By using dollarcostaveraging,
you can buy more shares when the priceislow,
but you buy fewer shares when the price is
high. While that seems fairly elementary, the
interesting thing is that by spreading out your
investment dollars this way, the average cost
you pay per share can actually end up being
lower than the average price per share over
an extended period. The following example
illustrates how this can happen.

Let's say you decide to invest $500 a month
inacertaininvestmentonthefirstofthemonth,
and monitorthat plan overafive-month period
in the market. For illustrative purposes, we'll
saythemarket pricesatthebeginningofeach of

F~— GRAPHIC DESIGN ——,

those months are $10, $8, $6, $5, and $8. Your
steady $500 investments would buy you 50
sharesthefirst month, 62 the next,and then 83,
100, and 62 again in the subsequent months.

By the end of that five-month period, your
total investment of $2,500 will have bought
you a total of 357 shares. That amounts to an
average cost per share of $7. However, if you
take those five prices on your purchase date
and divide, the average price per share over
that same time period was $7.40.While amere
forty cents per share may not seem like a big
difference, your $2,500investmentwould only
purchase 337 sharesattheaverage price—afull
20shares short of what you have accumulated
through dollar cost averaging.*

The key to this long-term investment
strategy can be summed up in just one word
— constant. You need to remember that you
could still lose money if the investment you
purchase declines in value, so dollar cost av-
eraging is not a guarantee of profit. However,
it can keep you from investing all of your

money at one time, perhaps at a higher price.
To follow this strategy, you need to consider
your ability - both financial and emotional
—to stick with the program in both rising and
falling markets.

Dollar cost averaging helps take the guess-
work out of trying to time your investments,
allowing you to focus on asset accumulation.
As an additional benefit, because you buy
more shares when the market is down, you'll
beinabetter position for potential gains if the
market rebounds.

To find out whether this strategy would
be appropriate, you need to evaluate your
individualsituationandyourinvestmentobjec-
tives. You may find, however, that this is just
theright kind of plan to keep you on trackand
working toward your goals.

*This example is for illustrative purposes
only and does not reflect the performance
of any particular investment.

This article was provided by A.G. Edwards
& Sons, Inc., Member SIPC.

Family, Friends Mourn Loss of Frank Whalen

Francis Timothy
Whalen, Jr.“Frank’; age
46, U.S. Army retired,
of Berwyn, formerly of
Chicago. Beloved son
of Gertrudeandthe late
Frank; loving brother of
Judy (Mel) Whalen Hawks and Kathy Davis;
survived and loved by many other relatives
and friends. Funeral Friday, July 20, 2007,
8:30 a.m. prayers to St. Odilo Church for
9:30 a.m. Mass. Interment Abraham Lincoln
National Cemetery, Elwood, IL.

Frankapparently suffered amassive coronary.
He fully retired from the military three years

¢
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agoand came home to settle down, and then his
motherbecameill. Forthe last year, he had left his
full-time job as a printer to care for her. He was
great natured guy with a definite sense of humor.
He religiously brought all the Irish girls at all the
pubs from Berwyn to Brookfield Flake bars and
other chocolates. He had a habit of asking the
female bartenders and waitresses for their keys
when their shift was ending and it had snowed
outside. He would head out and clean their cars
offand get them warmed up so they could leave
in comfort. He was that kind of guy.

He will be sorely missed by many and
we offer our condolences to his entire
family and many friends.
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Irish Papers
“Saving the Green”
5138 W. 95th St.
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Maureen O’ Looney
Serving You
Since 1967

3150 N. Laramie, Chicago
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Call 311: Preventing
Homelessness in Chicago

The human and societal costs of homeless-
ness can be devastating. When someone loses
his or her job, or suffers a medical emergency
or natural disaster, they may be out of work for
six weeks, but this event can put them behind
in the rent for two months. They may be able
to borrow from friends and family to feed
their family. But even if they geta new job in
amonth or so, they are still behind in rent and
can'tgetcaughtup.ltoftentakesalongtimeto
recover from any period of unemployment.

If a family or individual loses their place
of residence through eviction or foreclosure
and becomeshomeless, the average time they
will be homeless can stretch to 20 months or
longer, and the cost of services that they need
from society is over $15,000.

The entire family suffers from even a tem-
porary crisis. Children’s health and schooling
are negatively affected; and overcrowded
conditions while staying with friends and
families cause stress and can result in conflict,
depression or substance abuse.

Needless to say, it makes better sense
—forall concerned - to preventhomeless-
ness from happening!

For all of our 90 years, Catholic Charities has
been literally responding to“the call of the poor”
in Cook and Lake counties and saving people
from homelessness. For 35 years, our Central In-
formationandReferral Departmenthasanswered
thousands of calls each month from people in
need of emergency short-term help suchasfood,
clothingandrent.Forlow-income peoplewholive
paycheck to paycheck: working families, seniors
andotherindividuals, thespecterofhomelessness
always looms near. But many people in crisis did
not know where to turn for help.

Recently however, through the Chicago Al-
liance to End Homelessness (formerly known
as the Chicago Continuum of Care), Catholic
Charities, the City of Chicago, private founda-
tions and other social service agencies joined
togethertoform the Homelessness Prevention

HANDYMAN SERVICE

PEMBO
CAN DO
Painting. THing
Plumbing, Electrical

Carpentry, Dryweall
Repalr, Malmtanance & Installation

DUBLIN EDDIE
847 715-8986

311 Call Center, which simplifies the process of
finding help for Chicago residentsin crisis. The
Call Center will play a major role in reducing
homelessness. Located at Catholic Charities St.
Vincent Centerat 721 North LaSalle Street on
Chicago’s Near North Side, the 311 Call Center
is the “front door” through which people in
need in the city of Chicago are welcomed and
shown to the services they require.

Each callerisinterviewed by an Information
andReferral specialistwhoascertains theirneeds
andmatchesthecallertotheappropriateagency
in the city that will best meet their needs.

The 311 Call Center is now the central entry
pointfor Chicagoresidents experiencingarecent
short-term crisis to obtain one-time emergency
financial assistance. Working in cooperation with
city, non-profit and private agencies, including
the Chicago Departments of Housing, Human
Services, 311 City Service, the Home Ownership
Preservation Initiative and private foundations
such as Emergency Fund, plus more than 40
non-profit social service agencies, the Call Center
connectsChicagoresidentsonthebrinkofhome-
lessness to housing, rent, mortgage and utilities
servicesand other resources. This unified process
is much more effective and efficient for peoplein
need and willalso enable the Call Center partners
togathercomprehensivedataabouthomelessness
sothat steps can be takento eradicate homeless-
ness in Chicago and the region.

Catholic Charities is proud to play a major role
inthis unified and unique approach that will help
individuals and families in crisis to regain their
independence, stability and human dignity.

Residents of Chicago in need of financial
assistance because of a short-term emergency
can now call 311, say “Short-Term Help,”and
be transferred directly to the Homelessness
Prevention Call Center. Chicago residents can
continue to call Catholic Charities'(312) 655-
7700 line for non-emergency services.

Residents of Cook County suburbsand Lake
County can continue to call Catholic Charities
at (312) 655-7700 to access all of Catholic
Charities'services orthe phone number of their
Catholic Charities Regional Office.

WE PAINT IT, INC

Dirywall/Taping/ Painting &
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wwwowapaintit.net

TAURUS: There is a lot of activity going on
athomeforyou. [t may not all be peaches and
cream though. Hopefully an elderly relative
willnot cause you to take on more responsibil-
ity for them. Somehow you may not be able to
escape certain tasks.

GEMINI: Your friends are cramping your
style at this time. They may be bringing
you down with their dark thoughts and the
bemoaning of their fate. Why not disappear
for a while or look for entirely new set of
pals with a better outlook?

CANCER: Your finances are of prime impor-
tance to you, especially now. You are going
through somefinancial changes that will cause
you to do abit of belt tightening. This does not
have to be all bad though. You will be able to
cope with the changes and adjust accordingly.
LEO: You are on the hot seat this month with
a whole bevy of planets in your sign! Mid
monthatthetime ofthenewmoon, Sun,Moon,
Saturn,andVenus are all crowding your space.
Your stress level could be out the roof. Please
get help to handle all of the work. You do not
have to go it alone.

VIRGO: Be on hand to help your buddy Leo
through this tough period. The pressure is
intense now but will subside over a period of
time. You may be indirectly affected by some-
one else’s burden, but you caring support will
be what is needed.

LIBRA: Your special talent is balance but
you will be challenged to the core this month.
Saturn and the gang of planets are crowding
in your eleventh sector of friends and ac-
quaintances. This may give you a hint where
the trouble is.

SCORPIO: You are being faced with a momen-
tous change at work. Despite your game face
of confidence and ease, you are not entirely
comfortable with these changes. You must,
however comply with the organizationand do
what needs to be done.

SAGITTARIUS: You have the same challenges
that are presented to your cousin, Aries. There
is a difference though that Jupiter is in your
sign that will help you overcome many ob-
stacles. Your luck will be with you this time.
CAPRICORN: You are not immune to the
planetary weather happening in the sign of
Leo, but you still could be affected. There are
some good transits for you and you will be well
equipped to cope with the stress of this time.
AQUARIUS: You are at the mercy of a great
deal of planetary pressure from the opposite
side of the zodiac. This is not the end of the
world, though. When you are in a tug of war,
what would you do? Ask for assistance!
PISCES: Uranus is in your house! You are
experiencing alot of unusual situations. Your
finances may have been fluctuating up and
down.Youwillweathertheannoyancesthough
because you will be able to be resourceful with
some alternatives you will discover.
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12th Irish Draught Horse Society Annual Show and Inspections

On September 6th through 9th, 2007,
the Central Region of the Irish Draught
Horse Society of America (IDHSNA) will
host the Society’s Annual Horseshow and
Inspections at the Lamplight Equestrian
Center, Wayne lllinois.

“This is the first time our Annual Horse-
show is being held in a Midwestern venue,’
said Susan Jensen, show chairperson. “We
are excited because the location will give
more of ourmembersnationwideachanceto
attend and participate in the classes, inspec-
tions, and social activities.”

The annual show will feature a full
compliment of horseshow classesinclud-
ingin-hand (halter), hunter under saddle,
hunteroverfences,stadiumjumping,dres-
sage,combined training,and an eventer’s
derby to name a few.

Oneof the most exciting features of the
show this year will be the largest gather-
ings of RID stallions in North America.
They will participate in the stallion parade
on Saturday and Sunday,and compete for
top honors in the stallion class.

The show will feature both Irish and Ameri-
can hunter classes. The Irish hunter class is not
often seen in America outside the IDHSNA
Annual Show. The class, which is common
in Ireland and England, is designed to select
horses that are suitable to take hunting. Two
judges evaluate the performancesin the class
which begins with the traditional walk, trot
and canter bothdirections.Theridejudgethen
rides each horse at the walk, trot, canter,and
sometimes jumps the horse. The horses are
returned to their respective riders and saddles

FREE ESTIMATES
Professiansl Installstion

[ WU TR [
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Susan Jensen exercises her horse, Celtic Moon. Foxglen Himself is featured on the
cover this month. Both horses are registered Irish Draught Stallions.

are stripped for the conformation portion of
the class. In the grand finale the horses walk,
trot, canter once again, and then gallop. The
winnerofthe classemergesasthe best physical
specimen and the best ride.

Annual Inspection of stallions and
mares, and colt advisories take place on
Thursday morning.

A Bit About the Irish Draught

The Irish Draught is the native horse of
Ireland, and a very rare breed with less than
3000 purebred horses in the world today.
Some of the best horsemenin the world have
testified to the outstanding qualities of the
Irish horse. The unique qualities of tempera-
ment,soundnessand uncannyjumpingability
have been bred into the Irish Draught over
hundreds of years of galloping across the Irish
countryside. This makes them capable of do-
ing anything you want them to do.The latest
trend in the show jumping world has been
towards warmbloods,and Europeanand Ger-
manbreedsareindeed themostrecognizable.
However, the Irish Draught, which is a true
warmblood in its own right, has not enjoyed
the notoriety of the mainland breeds. In spite
ofthis,they competeineveryaspectofeques-
trian sport worldwide: show jumping, event-
ing, dressage, driving, Le Trekand endurance
riding, and yet they're quiet, people-oriented
temperamentmakethemanidealfamilyhorse
for leisure riding. They are intelligent, quick
to learn, safe, reliable, and they take care of
their riders. People who own Irish Draughts
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agree that these traits are unequaled by any
other breed of horse in the world.

The Irish Draught must also be acknowl-
edged for its potent and unparalleled contri-
bution in the creation of the magical cross,
Thelrish Draught Sport Horse when bred to a
Thoroughbred.The Irish Draught contributes
temperament, stamina, strong bones and the
courage to get the job done, while the Thor-
oughbred adds speed, graceand fineness. This
Irish breeding program of hybrid vigor produc-
es some of the most spectacular offspring,and
itwasthis geniusthatgave Ireland aworldwide
reputationforproducingthefinestsporthorses.
The Irish Draught/Thoroughbred cross is not
only a top caliber international athlete, but is
also a perfect novice mount, adeptly boosting
the confidence of lower level riders.

Irish Draught Horse Society

The Irish Draught Horse Society was
established in 1993, and is dedicated to
fostering an appreciation and understand-
ing of the rare Irish Draught Horse and
its successful crossbred, the Irish Draught
Sport Horse. The IDHSNA is a not-for-
profit corporation that strives to assist in
the conservation of the breed throughout
the world and maintains the studbooks
for qualified Irish and part Irish Draught
horses in North America. The IDHSNA is
recognized by the IDHS-Ireland and The
Irish Horse Board. For further information
on the Irish Draught horse and the Annual
Show visit www.irishdraught.com.
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Area Golf Outings Info
Saint Xavier University Golf
Classic Fundraiser

Saint Xavier University will hold its
11th annual Golf Classic at 9 AM Tues-
day, Aug. 7, at Silver Lake Country Club
located at 147th Street and 82nd Avenue
in Orland Park. The outing raises money
for student scholarships. Last year’s event
raised more than $75,000.

DanHampton,amemberof one of the most
fearsome defenses in NFL history and afavor-
ite former Chicago Bear, will participate and
golf with some of the guests at the outing.

Registration for individual golfers is $300,
whichincludes greenfee and cart, continental
breakfast, lunch, dinner and prizes. Raffle
tickets can be purchased at a cost of one for
$25 or five for $100. A variety of exceptional
raffle prizes will be awarded, and this year a
live auction of items will be offered to support
the SXU Scholarship Fund. Winners need not
be present at time of the raffle drawing.

Tomakeareservationorfindoutmoreabout
sponsorshipopportunities, pleasecontactSaint
Xavier University’s Office of Special Events
at(773) 298-3311 or specialevents@sxu.edu.

Half Way to St. Patrick’s Day

The Greater lllinois Chapter of the Cystic
Fibrosis Foundation will hold its Half Way to
St. Patrick’s Day event on August 17, 2007.
The event includes a Golf Outing (2:30pm
shotgun start) and Cocktail Partyfrom 7-11pm.
The event is held at the Palos Country Club,
13100 Southwest Highway in Orland Park,
IL. The Golf outing is optional, and there will
be a light buffet and open bar, live and slent
auction, raffles, and live music.

Tickets for the cocktail party are $50; for the
party and 9-hole scramble $100. All proceeds
benefit the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.

Contact Paula at 312-236-4491 or via email
at Pdanoff@cff.org. For more information visit
www.cff.org/Chapters/grillinois.

IAHC Annual Golf Open

Polish off the five-iron and get ready for the
18th Annual IAHC Golf Open on Saturday,
September 8th.Thisyear'soutingisan exciting
changefrom pastyearswithachange of venue
and more bang for your buck! The outing is at
St. Andrews Golf and Country Club in West
Chicago at noon.

The $100feeincludes golfand dinnerat the
course.Tobookatee time, call Alan Duggan at
312-401-2603 or Maureen O’Looney at 773-
286-6866 or the Center at 773 282-7035.

Chicago Street Pub’s
Third Annual Golf Outing

This year’s outing will be held at Inwood
Golf Course and the fee is $100 which will
include Golf, Lunch, and Drinks on the golf
course, and the Chicago Street Pub Dinner,
Party, Drinks, and Prizes.

September 22,2007 with a 9:00 AM Shot-
gun Start (8:15 Sign-In at the front door).
Individuals and foursomes are welcome (first
come/first served.) Contact miketrizna@ya-
hoo.com or ltrain02@sbcglobal.net.
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Park Hotel Kenmare

By Cliff Carlson and Susan Victoria for
the American Irish Media Group

Built by the railroad in 1897, The Park
Hotel, Kenmare was the site of my most
recent stay in Ireland, thanks in large
part to my girlfriend, Susan Victoria. She
had been researching spasin Ireland and
Europe,and mentioned an article she had
read in Food and Wine Magazine about
Londoner,Pam Harmsworth, who creates
spas in luxury hotels all over the world.
Pam designed the SACJAS spa atThe Park
Hotel in Kenmare, plus another at the G
in Galway.

I had been through the lovely town of
Kenmare numerous times in my travels,

but had never stayed in The Park Hotel.
On my first trip to Ireland in 1997 | had
stopped at“The Park”for a drink with my
friend, Howie Fagan, and wished | was
staying there at the time.

It's a beautiful five star hotel with an
unassuming ambiance.

Susan believes that part of any vacation
should be used to chill,and the thought of
afirstrate spainafive star hotel in Ireland
expanded her concept of avisit to Ireland
for an American woman!

A potential 5-star intimidation factor
quickly vanished as we walked by the
bicycles provided for guests in the en-
tranceway, and past the inviting fireplace
in the lobby. Manager John Brennan gave
usawarm welcome as well, and informed
us that our car didn’t need to be moved.
Wesignedthe guestlistwith theauthentic
fountain pen provided. Nice touch! The
absence of pretention, and the complete
charm of the place made us feel right at
home.

There are two fronts to the Park Ken-
mare. Just steps from the picture-perfect
town center of Kenmare is the driveway
to the reception entrance. The second
front faces an expansive and beautifully
manicured park, a large body of water,
and distant hills. It’s perfect for solitary
walks, runs inthe woods or on the streets,
and just plain exploring. The temperate
climate in the Southwest of Ireland al-
lows palm trees to be a part of the park
vegetation.

The hotelis furnished like a house that
has been in the same family over many
generations. Somehow comfortable, and
atthesametimeelegantwithlayersadded

by each generation. Portraits, landscape
paintings, beautiful antique furniture,
massive in size, comfortable chairs, and
elegant stairways provide you with views
of several public rooms.

Guest rooms were spacious and fur-
nished with one of a kind pieces, some
of which are antiques such as a full floor
to ceiling and wall to wall wardrobe in

The Impeccable Staff: (I tor) Paddy Curtin, Patrick
Hanley, John Moriarty, and John Brennan,

place of a closet. Each day the brass
handlesatthefrontentranceare polished.
In addition to the reception room there
is a beautiful round bar, a separate room
hung with framed silouhettes used as a
lounge for visiting and drinking tea or
something stronger. French doors open
fromtheloungetoapatioonthe parkside
of the building with a spectacular view of
the surrounding hills, private park, and
garden. Hotel guests are encouraged to
walk the park grounds to the small beach
area. As we got to know the members of
the staff we found that they knew a lot
about theirtown and the hotel, and easily
recommended places to hear local musi-
cians, or visit other dining spots besides
their own.

Not that you would need to dine else-
where! A rarity nowadays, the hotel din-
ing room is one of the best restaurantsin
town - breakfast, or dinner.

Fromtheownertotheyoungbartender,
every question we asked the staff was
answered. Yes, the owner! The hotel is
family owned. Francis Brennan is the
proprietor, and his brother, John, is the
managing director. Everyone was helpful,
witty, unassuming and unimposing.They
know how to accommodate.

Thehotel serves hearty,gourmet meals
most Americans enjoy! Better

tohavetoomuchthantoolittle! Agreat
day included breakfast, awalkaround the
gardens and away from the town, down
a beautiful treelined road which wraps
around the lake behind the hotel. Then
backinto Kenmare forlunch at one of sev-
eral good local restaurants. The fire in the
fireplace is always burning in reception.

SALAS Spa

The SAOAS Spa is a light-filled, 21st
century modern building with glass walls,
slate floors, and an outdoor pool over-
looking the beautiful grounds. Attend a
yoga class, get a massage, enjoy a body
treatment, or try on a traditional Irish foot
massage for size.

The spais very popular and numbers
are limited, so be sure to book your ap-
pointment before you arrive at the hotel.
Guests of the hotel are well attended by
staff, and receive priority. Since the spas
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The fireplace greets you as you enter.

inception, business at the hotel has in-
creased every year.

Refreshed, now is the time to enjoy a
drink at the bar or on the outdoor patio
overlooking the beautiful grounds. Din-
ner is served in a wonderful blue and

white room with vintage furniture, white
table cloths, full French service, and a
relaxed atmosphere with lovely views of
the grounds through tall windows. If you
are lucky, when you retire into one of the
sitting rooms there will be entertainment.
One nightaweeka singer plays the piano
and sings Irish ballads. Enjoy all this while
sitting by the fireplace. A lovely finish to
a wonderful day.

The view from the patio.
>

Bicycles for guests in front of
hotel entrance.
-—

The picture-perfect town of Kenmare
 ——

SAMAS was recently voted one of Europe’s Top
10Spas by the readers of Condé Nast Traveller
and one of the World’s Top 100 Spas. +

Gap of Dunloe

There are many roads to Kenmare, but
themostspectacularwaytogettothehotel
is through the Gap of Dunloe. If you feel
adventurous,

and canaffordtoleave sometimetoget
lost, it will be an unforgettable journey
into an Ireland of the past. Abumpy road,
waterfalls in the mountains, twists and
turns, hillsides begging to be explored, a
swiftrunningriver,a beautifulabandoned
church, and dead end roads. If you get

lost, you can turnaround and go back the
EASY way!

The locals are some of the friendliest
I've ever metin Ireland. On a walk around
thetown, we passedtwolocalladiesabout
ablock apart who each greeted us with,
“Lovely Day." The city, the people, and
the hotel, made our visit to Kenmare sev-
eral very lovely days.

SAOAS Spa, Park Hotel Kenmare,
Ireland (011 353 64 41200; www.park-
kenmare.com.
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Irish Composer Ciaran Hope Tapped for Movie’s Musical Score

Upon setting out to make Screw
Cupid, writer/director Sanjeev Sirpal
knew from the beginning that, as in
love, the musical textures and sonic
gestures within the film would be
a key component in the effect and
impact of the story. The task of han-
dling both the audio mixand creating
the perfect musical score for Sirpals’
hilarious ode to love went to Irish
Composer Ciaran Hope.

Making its World Premiere in the
bright lights of Beverly Hills this July,
Mircea Monroe (FoxTV's Drive, The
Ultimate Gift) and Chris Boyd (Fifty
Pills, What We Do Is Secret) star in this

razor sharp, hilarious, and sometimes
all too real after-love story dealing
with the different ways people navi-
gate the fallout of love.

When it came time to writing
the musical score for Screw Cupid,
Hope proceeded to assemble an
astonishing array of musical talent
which would ultimately allow him
incredible freedom to truly compli-
ment and bring alive the directors
vision for the movie. A closer look
at the musicians featured on the
score, suggests a very strong Irish
presencethroughouttherecordings.
Celebrated Irish classical violinist

Cora Venus Lunny (Nigel Kennedy,
The Donal Lunny Band, Sinéad
O'Connor) worked in close collabo-
ration with the composer to sculpt
a series of beautiful and evocative
melodies on both violin and viola.

Alsodraftedintocontributetothe
score was close friend and fellow Los
Angeles based Irish composer Tim
Boland, fresh of his recent success as
composerforthehitmovieStompthe
Yardwhichopenednumberoneatthe
box office earlier this year. Boland
added both electric and acoustic
guitartouches throughout the score
to help bring life to Ciarans vision for

27th Annual Erin Feis Comes to Riverfront August 24-26

The “Luck of the Irish” awaits you
August 24-26 at the 27th annual Erin
Feis — Peoria’s Irish Festival on the
riverfront. Sponsored by the St. Pat-
rick Society of Peoria and the Peoria
Park District, Erin Feis has grown
from a one-day event to a weekend
festival with an attendance of more
than 25,000 people.

Erin Feis features Irish bands,
dance troupes, storytellers, and
other performers providing on-go-
ing entertainment throughout the
weekendagainstthebackdropofthe
lllinois River. In addition, visitors
will enjoy the Irish Market Place,
the Cultural Village, O’Neill’s Irish
Pub, food vendors, the Irish Tea
Tent, and Wee Folks Fun Area.

A“Liturgy for Peace and Justice”
massisscheduled on Sundayat 10:30
a.m., with Bishop Daniel Jenky serv-
ing as the celebrant. Also on Sunday
at 10:30 a.m., a Celtic Worship Ser-
vice will be held at the Celtic Cross
on the grounds of Erin Feis. The
serviceis led and sponsored by Rev.
Anna Saxon and members of West-
minster Presbyterian Church. The
service is based on liturgy resources
and music of the lona Community in
Scotland and the Northumbria Com-
munity in England.

The festival will be held August
24-26, 2007 during the following
hours: Friday, August 24, from 5:00
to 11:0 0 p.m,; Saturday, August 25,
fromnoonto 11:00 p.m.;and Sunday,
August 26, from noon to 6:00 p.m.
Admission is free from 4:30 - 5:30
p.m. on Friday night.

Popular Irish-American singer-
songwriter Cathie Ryanreturnsto Erin
Feis this year. Ryan, aformer member
of Cherish the Ladies, was named Irish
Traditional Female Vocalist of the
Decade by the Irish American News
forthe 1990's. Her sound is a unique
mix of traditional Irish music and the
folk music that flourished in the U.S.
in the 1960s. In addition, the Sear-
sons’ from Canada return with their

energetic, original, and entertaining
“pop-rock Celtic” music. The band
includesadrummer, three step-danc-
ingand musically versatile sisters,and

Cathie Ryan

their father.

New this year to the weekend
festival are Beoga and the Larkin
and Moran Brothers. Beoga is a
five-piece traditional band based in
County Antrim, Ireland. Their unique
sound features the twin dueling ac-
cordians of Sean Og Graham and
Damian McKee, along with four time
AllHreland bodhran champion Eamon
Murray and pianist Liam Bradley.
With the addition of one of Ireland’s
premieryoungsingers,Naimh Dunne,

Beogahaveconfirmedtheirreputation
as one of the most exciting acts to
emerge from Ireland in recent years.
The Larkin and Moran Brothers hail
from Chicago and play in pubs and at
festivals throughout lllinois.

Other favorite bands returning to
the music stages are Bloomsday, Exor-
na, Sullivan and Burton, Switchback,
the Kells, and the Bogside Zukes.

A favorite among many is the
fancy footwork of Flynn's Irish
Dancers featured on the North
Stage. The Performing Arts Tent
features musical entertainers, Gaelic
singers, and storytellers, as well as
demonstrations on how to play the
Irish flute and accordion.

TheWeeFolks Fun Areaincludes
Irish arts and crafts, children’s
games, Fun on the Runinflatables,
thered hairand freckle contest,and
other activities.

The Cultural Tent returns featur-
ing historic exhibits and workshops
for the public on speaking basic
Gaelicand touring Ireland. A spe-
cial video about the Peoria Irish is
presented by WTVP.

Admission at the gate is $7 for
adults and children under 12 are free.
Admission is free on Sunday with the
donation of a canned good prior to
the mass. The canned goods will be
donatedtoarea charities. In addition,
admission will be free between 4:30
and 5:30 p.m. on August 24.

Advancetickets may be purchased
by mailing a check or money order to
the St. Patrick Society, PO Box 117,
Peoria, IL 61650. Single day passes
may be purchased,and afull weekend
pass sells for $12 for adults.

Sponsors of Erin Feis are Bud-
weiser, Pepsi, South Side Bank, The
Drive 93.3, Journal Star, WMBD
Channel 31, Fox 43, Peoria Area
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau,
REMAX, Guinness, and Leonard A.
Unes Printing Co.

www.stpatpeoria.com,www.peori-
aparks.org, or 309-689-3019.

themusicalthemesandsoundscapes.
Another Irish composer-guitarist Ed
Dunnewho had recorded onseveral
previous scores by Hope, recorded
all of the soundtracks glorious clas-
sical guitar in his New York studio.
The final Irish touch was provided
by a string quartet hurriedly formed
by current and former members of
the Irish National Concert Orches-
tra who recorded several exquisite
quartet cues in Dublin.

To complete the international cast
of musicians, Ciaran hired world
renowned Canadian percussionist
and drummer Satnam Ramgotra, who
divides his time between recording
major movie scores for film compos-

ers such as Academy Award winning
composer Hans Zimmer and Aaron
Zigman and touring with acts such as
Beck, Sting, Seal, and the Black Eyed
Peas. Ramgotra spent several days in
studiowithbothdirectorandcomposer
carefully texturing the score with his
infectious rhythms and sonorities. For
the final touch, Ciaran drafted in his
oldband-mateand currentTatubassist
Domen Vajevic, who originally hails
from Slovenia, to add his vibrant bass
performance to the music.
Hollyridge Music Inc. is located
at 2736 Hollyridge Dr., Hollywood,
CA. 90068. Tel: 323.461.6787.
www.ciaranhope.com or ciaran@
pangeamusic.biz

Screw Cupid Composer Ciaran Hope (left) with fellow composer and
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Ken Gaines

Sligo Theater Brings Cla

The IAHC will host the Coolera
Dramatical Society this fall for a
production of John B. Keane's Sive.
The Sligo theatre company will
perform the play fortwo nights only;
September 5 and 6 at 8pm.

John B. Keane was one of Ire-
land’s most prolific literary figures.
His massive volume of workincludes
18 plays and 32 works of prose and
poetry. Sive was Keane’s first play
andwasanimmediate successwhen
it premiered in 1959, earning the
budding playwright the prize at that

Screw Cupid Guitarist Tim Boland

(right) +

C Sunday Music Concerts

The IAHC will continue its Sun-
day evening acoustic/folk music
performances this summer. in the
Fifth Province Lounge on the sec-
ond Sunday of each month, at 7pm.
Tickets are $15.

The series showcases Chicago's
top acoustic/folk performers, as well
as visiting artists. Local musician,
Kat Eggleston, emcees the series.
The performance is August 12 and
features Kat Eggleston, Barbara
Barrow and Ken Gaines. Call the
IAHC at 773-282-7035, or Gary
Tuber at 847-882-9723. Visit www.
secondsundayconcerts.com.

ssic to IAHC

year’s All Ireland Drama Festival.

Set in a remote area of North
Kerry, Sive tells the story of the
promise in marriage of the young
and beautiful Sive toa much older
man. Written 40 years ago, it is a
rich character and social portrait
of mid-century rural Ireland and
a morality tale about the conse-
quences of greed and bitterness.

Tickets to Sive are $15 and res-
ervations are recommended. To
purchase tickets, call the IAHC at
773-282-7035.
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Tip o' the Mitt to ya: A touch of Ireland in Northern Michigan

By Mike Danahey

If you head up to the “top of the
mitt” (AKA the very northern part of
lower Michigan) for a late summer
getaway, don'tbe surprised ifyou get
thefeeling you might be somewhere
elseknownforitslush green hillsand
inspirational coastal views.

That could happen while golfing
The Heather at Boyne Highlands,
where you can hear bagpipe music
playing in the background. The
Heatherisbutone ofeight courseson
Boyne USA Resorts in Michigan, and
nothing is greener than golf. Visit the
Websitewww.boyne.comifyouneed
persuading - or to book a visit.

The Emerald Isle feeling could
hit you while on the links at The
Legend,theArnoldPalmer-designed
course at Shanty Creek Resorts, too,
as your Titleist rolls toward a misty
view of Lake Bellaire.

If the scenery seems a bit Celtic,
“We are the base of Antrim County,’
says Jon Stultz, Vice President of
Sales & Marketing, of the family-
friendly resort, which offers plenty
of golfing, skiing, and even “silent
sports,” such as mountain biking,
fly fishing, kayaking and high tech
scavenger hunts called geo-caching.
For more information, visit the Web
site, www.ShantyCreek.com.

“Several counties in this area were
named after countiesinlreland (Antrim,
Clare, Wexford, Roscommon) and one
was named after a popular Irish hero,
RobertEmmet. Butthatwasactuallythe
work of a state senator, Tulie O'Malley,
who wasn't even from around here,’
explains Mike Norton, Media Relations
Director for the Traverse City Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau.

"Otherthanthefishermenwhowere
drawn to northern Michigan from the
Aran Islands and a scattering of rail-
road workers who came in the 1870s,
the area was nota major target of Irish
settlement during the 19th century.
I'm guessing that’s because it wasn't
opened for settlement until fairly late
in the century,” says Norton.

"And none of the places with Irish
names actually had a large percentage
of Irish inhabitants. Other than Beaver
Island, it was rare to see Irish immi-
grantsmake upmorethan 15 percent of
the population. A significant exception
is the village of Empire on the Lake
Michigan coast in Leelanau County,
where 21 percent of the residents claim
Irish ethnicity,” Norton adds.

Fora good history of Beaver Island,
theWeb site www.beaverisland.net tells
the tale of the imprint of the Irish on
theisland, shortly after the times when
newly converted Mormon James Strang
had named himself king of the place.

Asforthelrishinfluence onNorth-

Although you can't tell by the look on his face, the author of this story,

——

Mike Danahey, enjoys a beverage at City Park Grill in Petoskey, the
same one Ernest Hemingway frequented in his early days.

ern Michigan, Norton says numbers
do not always tell the story.

“Traverse City has a small but
extremely active chapter of the An-
cient Order of Hibernians. They do
a nice St. Pat’s Day celebration, but
also raise a lot of money for charity,
includingtheFatherFred Foundation,
which helpsindigent and homeless
folks, largely through a very impres-
sive cigar dinner,” Norton says.

The mainspring of that effort is
Traverse City tobacconist Mike Nolan.
Nolansays thisyear's 11thannual event
raised about $70,000 for the charity.

Norton also notes that “our town'’s
most famous band is a group called
Song of the Lakes, whose Web site is
www.songofthelakes.com. The group
specializesin the music of the 19th cen-
tury Great Lakes sailing ships, most of
which had a distinctly Irish cast to it."

SOL leader and erstwhile social
worker Michael Sullivan notes that his
veteranbandhasplayedtheMontreaux
Jazz Festival three times. It can be
heard on the tall ship Manitou docked
in Grand Traverse Bay every Wednes-
day at sunset, now through the end of
August. Sullivan and friends also take
partinasesiun Monday eveningsfrom
7 -9 p.m. at The Loading Dock, 205
Lake Street, Traverse City.

Traverse City has become a regu-
lar stop on the Celtic music touring
circuit. A lot of bands that appear in
Chicagomakeanappearanceintown.
Nortonsaysthatislargelythroughthe
efforts of Seamus Shinners, an artist
and musicpromoterwhose company
is called Connemara Concerts, the
Web ssite for which is www.connema-
raconcerts.com.

You can also do a bit of Irish shop-
ping in Traverse City at the Celtic
Rose Gift Shope, 140 East Front St.,
inside the Commons Building. Owner
Sheila Bias worked at an Irish shop in
Scranton, Pa., for about 10 years, then
moved home to open her own storein
her hometown. Her offerings include
sterling jewelry, tapestries, home pub
decor, Belleek (sp), fragrances, baby
items and can be found online at www.

celticroseirishshop.com.

Bias noted that the rise in things
Celticand Northern Michiganincludes
the Springfield (Township) Celtic
Festival & Games in Fife Lake, which
was held for the second time the last
Saturday in June and drew hundreds
more than the first year.

And this summer in Traverse
City, Greg Lobdell and Jon Carlson
have opened Kilkenny's Irish Public
House in the ground floor of their
North Peak Brewing Company at the
corner of Hall and West Front streets
in downtown Traverse City.

The pub features hand-crafted Irish
beers, including reds and traditional
ales, along with a menu of American
and Irish fare including shepherd's pie
and corned beef and cabbage.

“We're really trying to bring
old world Ireland into this space,’
Lobdell says.

Up the coast in Petoskey, the Nog-
gin Room at Stafford’s Perry Hotel,
100 Lewis Street, frequently features
the Celtic-tinged music of Sean Ryan.
Ryan was bornin Ireland, wound up
with his family in the Chicago area,
by way of San Francisco, and moved
to Northern Michigan in 1974, after
coming there for a gig and falling in
love with the place.

“It looks a lot like where | was
born in Ireland,’ claims Ryan.

These days, Ryan, who is a teacher
by day, often plays with his grown son,
Patrick.Their music can be heard onthe
Web site, www.seanryanmusic.com.

Over in Harbor Springs, the town
hosts its 5th annual Celtic Festival
August 25-26.The eventis organized
by Jim Gillespie, whohas puttogether
the town'’s Blissfest, held July 13-15
this summer, for 27 years. More can
befoundaboutbothatwww.blissfest.
org. The town also holds Ephraim
Shay Days the week after Blissfest.
Shay, of Irish blood, is a railroad pio-
neerwhoinvented the narrow-gauge
locomotive, Gillespie says.

The Irish Fest came about from
Gillespie getting to know the area’s
RobertEmmet Society, which recog-

nizes the folk hero from whom the
county gets its name.

“Not many in the county know its
Irish roots, so thisis a way to address
that," says Gillespie.

Assuch, the"Robert Emmet Society
awards scholarships, has a film series,
and participates in the festival,"says Pe-
ter Fitzsimons, Executive Director of the
Petoskey-Harbor Springs-Boyne Coun-
try Convention & Visitors Bureau.

The society sends a student over to
Ireland for a semester, with the help of
George Colburn of the History Chan-
nel, who has a place along Walloon
Lake, explains Fitzsimon's wife, Can-
dace, who oversees the Little Traverse
Regional Historical Society.

Incidentally, Candace is a Pend-
ergrast, and it turns out her family
knew the Fitzsimon's clan centuries
ago.The couple kid each otherabout
whofollowed whomtolrelandin the
12th Century.

As for Walloon, that has ties to
Ernest Hemingway's family, which
hadasummer placethere.Earlyin his
career, Hemingway hunkered down
in Petoskey, developing the talent
thatwould earn him the Pulitzer and
Nobel Prizes.

The story goes that Hemingway
would seathimselfonthe second stool

WANNA PLAY?

Young musicians come together to play Irish Music...
and have a great time too!

The bcadery of lish Music studerts me=t once & wesk at the Inshrlimerican
Heritage Cervier in Chicago Students ane diviced inbo beginmers, imemmediate, and
serion groups based on ability and sxperience. The childen come fromall over
the the Metropolitan area. Most of tem participate in school bands and
onchesras; many are Suzul traired These bds enjoy playing Irish rmosic and

mraking new frierds.
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GROUP LESSORE & PRIVATE CLAZSES
Fhule | Whistle | Bodhiran | Fiddle | Vicla | Celle

Fer more Infermallon cemach: Hasd Risa, Diracior
) TE-0300 = nrice@interaccess.com
www. academy ofirishmusic.org

offthe corner of the bar at what s now
the City Park Grill, 432 East Lake St.,
Petoskey, which atonetimewas called
McCarthy Hall, which is where the
village was chartered.

Ifthat weren't enough Celticlore to
lureyounorth, there’sevensomeNotre
Dame subway alum fun to be had in
the area, namely at Teddy Griffin’s
Roadhouse, 50 Highland Park Drive,
Harbor Springs. The sports bar with a
touch of the Golden Dome is conve-
niently located on the way in and out
of Boyne Highlands and Nub's Nob, a
ski area popular with locals.

Teddy “Duffy” Griffin had suc-
cessful pubs in Detroit, Union Lake,
Redford, and Charlevoix before he
opened his final roadhouse in 1987.
The colorful Griffin was known as a
man’s man, dog lover,and as an avid
Detroit sports and Notre Dame fan.

Griffin passed away in 1995, and
his son, Joe runs the place today.The
bar hosts a golf tournament for 180
Detroit-area Irish in early July. Still,
there is a Michigan Wolverines foot-
ball banner proclaiming the team'’s
1997 championship hanging inside
and above Griffin's entrance.

“llost a bet. It stays up until Notre
Dame wins the championshipagain,”
says Joe Griffin.

atihe irisk Amwrican Herilage Conler | 9528 Berth knsa S, Shisage, 1L
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radition
In Review

By Bill Margeson |

Well, well, well. Didn't our column set
off some discussion last month! If you
didn’t seeit, we were critical on the current
state of American Irish Festivals in general,
excluding Milwaukee. Of all the musicians
andvendors withwhomwe spoke afterthe
columnappearedhere,notone—notone—
disagreed with us. Most felt we didn't go
far enough criticizing the rockification of
the fests, and the non-communicative na-
ture concerning thedwindling attendance
numbers. It remains up to the festivals
themselvestostoplookingatnumbersand
beer sales, and look at who is not coming
and why. Let’s see if they do.

Milwaukee Irish Fest this month.The big
kahuna.No long article this month—just
the assurance that this is their best lineup
ever. If you are planning on one day only,
you won't see them all, but here is a quick
list of whom we consider the must-sees of
the Fest, set for August 16-19. Check their
site (www.irishfest.com). Anewinnovation
this year lets you click on your favorite
artists and see their individual stage and
time schedules. Here are this year’s stun-
ners,noexplanation needed. Asusual, trust
us. NOT in any order! Here we go: Cathie
Ryan, Dave Munnelly Band, Eddi Reader,
Cherish the Ladies Reunion concert Sun-
day afternoon, Liz Carroll and John Doyle,
Mick Moloney and Michelle Mulcahy,
Barra McNeils, Beoga, The Fuchsia Band,
Millish, Liadan, Leahy, Tommy Makem
and Blarney. See what we mean about
one day? We will be up all three days, and
probably won't be able to see them all.
Wonderful dilemmal The Fest producers
Chuck and Ed Ward, Barry Stapleton and
Jane Andersson are all scheduled to be
on our radio show, Blarney on the Air,
Monday night, August 6 from 7-9 Central
time, to talk about it all. We will see you up
there—if this schedule doesn’t get you up
for at LEAST a day, fuggeddabout it!

We are swamped with albums this
month, and will do a major haul on them
all next month. We have to mention the
best of the lot, however.The album is out
on Clo-lar-Chonnachta and is entitled, A
Tribute to Andy McGann. There are few
more revered or well-remembered musi-
cians in the tradition than Sligo/New
Yorker, Andy McGann. This fiddle player
is so influential in the music that many of
the younger players of today are emulat-
ing at least a piece of his fiddle playing
style, probably not even realizing it. Andy
passedin 2004.Years before (1964) he, the
legendary button box player, Joe Burke
and pianist, Felix Dolan had recorded a
dedicated Michael Coleman album, Trib-

ute to Coleman. Coleman
is the greatest of all the
great Sligo fiddlers (Mor-
rison fans notwithstand-
ing). Indeed, as a young
man, Andy had briefly
known Colemanandeven
played with him.Coleman
is a god in the pantheon,
but there were many Sligo musicians
like McGann who basically invented the
elegant New York/Sligo style of playing
traditional music.So,when Andy died, Joe
Burke and his wife Anne, joined pianist,
Josephine Keegan and a number of other
musicians in a concert in Donegal a few
months later. It basically turnedinto a Mc-
Gann memorial concert,and a great time
was had by all. There at the concert was
Chicago’sown master fiddlerand creative
force atThe Irish-American Heritage Cen-
ter, John Daly. What a fortuitous coming
together! Johnimmediately struck onthe
idea of a McGann tribute at the Heritage
Center. Joe Burke and Felix Dolan had
joined McGann on the 1964 Tribute to
Coleman album, which has since become
one of the required albums in a compre-
hensive trad collection. With Daly at the
helm ofagrowingship of volunteersatthe
Center, the concert began to take shape.
Arrangements. A flurry of activity. Phone
calls. E-mails. Back and forth, back and
forth and then WHAM! It was time. On
April 1, 2006 it all came together at the
Heritage Center’s auditorium with well
over 400 people there on a memorable
night. We were there. We'll never forget
it. Thisalbum was recorded that night,and
added to in subsequent sessions in Chi-
cago.Some of the tunes here are fromthe
actual concert, and some from the studio
work that followed. It is all brilliant, and
the sound s superior, thanks to recording
engineer, Jim Reeves. The transcendent
warmth and musical magic coupled with
greathumorthatnight,andbecameoneof
those magical momentsyou take withyou
forever. We sat behind Chicago's own fid-
dlelegend, Liz Carroll, that night. No one
was having more fun than she. Magic. At
theend, the400and more did notwantto
leave the auditorium. After some encores,
we began to slowly leave, but staying just
a bit longer to bathe in the moment. A
stunner. And, it is all here on this album.
Contact the Center, get to your Irish
vendor, go online to Clo-lar-Chonachta,
contactTheRampantLion, Paddy’s on the
Square, Livelreland.com. Do what you
have to. Get this album. No excuses. You
can be part of it all, too. Just crank it up,
sit back and smile. What a deal. Chicago
is easily the pre-eminent city in America
for Irish music now. There can really be
noargumentonthepointanymore.And,a
big, big part of that position goes to John
Daly. He is a treasure, and the Heritage
Center—and Chicago—are lucky to have
him.Thanks, John, on behalf of everyone
who loves the music. Up Cork!! Rating:
Four Harps

Mick

By Mike Morley

The Left Hand of God

This month there are lots of juicy stories
to mull over that mainstream (that means
corporate sponsored) media simply can't find
the time or space to cover:

There’s the polluting of Galway, and the
ceaseless long-winded, toothless tribunals
rooting into corruption of and by public of-
ficials, which Charles Brady has covered in
these pages the last couple of months.“The
pure crystal fountain”has been made a cess-
pool, and the dolls of the Dail make the pols of
Chicago seem saints by comparison.

Then there’s the valley of Tara—the ancient
seat of Irish kings where the Fianna Fail govern-
ment, newlyand coolly re-elected, isdetermined
to force a new road to riches through. Caed
mile’Orange parades wouldn't doatenth of the
damage orinsult. We believe Richard Wallace is
covering that elsewhere in IAN this month.

Last month I said I'd get back to the subject
of top-down control of information: the stuff
we feed our brain each morning, reading the
paper and eating our Wheaties.

Here’s another example: For the past half
decadel'vehadtoendure hearingandreading
the catchphrase,“pedophile priests, pedophile
priests”. Read any story on the “Growing Sex
Scandal” in the “Roman Catholic Church’,
and there it is, usually on the front page:“pe-
dophile priest”. And just when the Pooh Bahs
ofthe presswere beginningtoslowdownthose
sublime earlier mantras: “outlawed IRA” and
“LONDON-Derry".

Does any careful reader believe there is
NOT a media agenda?

And it’s so blatant; as though news man-
agers believe their readers and viewers are
mesmerized. (Are they?)

I've been waiting for just one little story to
appear with a headline like: “Molesting Minis-
ters’,“incestuous Imams”,“Pederast Patriarchs”
or“Raping Rabbis”. Seriously, you know those
guys are out there; and your crack investigative
reporters and news teams know it too. .. unless
they are also under a spell. Ya think?

Is it not a crime if a young parishioner is
groped with the left hand? (Perhaps that'’s
why when it was revealed that Kincora Boys'
Home in Belfast was being used as a homo-
sexual brothel allegedly by MI5 in league with
a prominent UDA founder and Orange Order
big shot, in order to compromise politicians
andotherinfluential pedophile Britishand local
citizens arriving to sample the captive kids, the
scandal got no coverage here.)

[twasn't until June 15,a month before the
$660 million settlement by the archdiocese of
Los Angeles, thatan AP story out of Nashville
showedupinthe SunTimes(andnotonthedull
old front page, either, but in the super popular
religion section): “The three companies that
insure the majority of Protestant churches in
America say they typically receive upward of

260 reports each year of young
people under 18 being sexually
abused by clergy, church staff,
volunteersorcongregationmem-
bers. And, said one counselor, the
figure likely represents less than
half the actual cases:“Sex abuse
in any domain, including the
church, is reported seldom”.

Those numbers came from 3 insurance com-
paniesused by Protestant churches.Thereporter
claims “Protestant numbers have been harder
to come by because the denominations are less
centralized than the Catholic Church”

Actually, I thought the reason the Catholic
lawsuits were so prominent in the news, aside
from a media agenda, was that strict Church
hierarchy, making it easier to sue up the ladder
for a big settlement. But there have been mul-
timillion dollar settlements against Protestants
also. One jury awarded $37 million to the
victims of a Lutheran minister in Texas. Other
settlements against him brought the total to
$69 million. One of the companies, GuideOne,
reports paying $4 million yearly in claims, not
including attorneys'fees. | didn't see that one
on the front page. Maybe | was on vacation.
Anybody see that one?

Penn State Prof. Philip Jenkins (Episcopa-
lian) finds:"no evidence whatever that Catholic
orother celibate clergy are any more likely to be
involved in misconduct or abuse than clergy of
anydenomination—orindeed, thannon-clergy.
However determined news media maybeto see
this affair as a crisis of celibacy, the charge is just
unsupported.’He also claims that the Catholic
Church may actually have a lower incidence of
molesting priests than Churches thatallow mar-
ried clergy because statistically child molesta-
tion generally occurs within families.

Jenkins also says that the term “pedophile
priests” widely used in the media, implies a
distinctly higher rate of child molesters within
theRoman Catholic priesthood, wheninreality
the incidence is lower than most other seg-
ments of society”.

Isaidabovethatthenewsteamsknowthese
facts. (Well—to be fair—maybe they're all too
busy writing to read anything.) Back in April
2002 Mark Clayton revealed in the Christian
Science Monitor that, according to Christian
Ministry Resources, an advice group serving
75,000 congregations nationwide, most cases
of alleged child sexual abuse occur in Prot-
estant churches. CMR's annual surveys since
1993 indicate an average of 70 allegations per
week! And Dr. Anson Shupe at Indiana Uni-
versity says since underreporting is common,
the figure could be higher.

So why does“the media”spin the way
it does?

No, it’s not because water in a toilet spins
counterclockwise when Rupert Murdoch
flushes at home. But it's not far off. And-
watch: Irish Journal Television Chicago
cable- CAN-TV, Channel 19: Monday 7PM,
Tuesday 2PM. Comcast- (Elmhurst office)
41 West suburbs— Channel 19: Tuesday
7:30 PM. Comcast- (Skokie office) 24 North
suburbs — Ch. 19 (or 35): Tuesday, 6PM.
Web (soon): IrishTV.US ~ E-mail: IrishTV@
ameritech.net © Mike Morley 2007
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termsareweighed
heavily in favour
of the oil and gas
companies.While

By Chris Fogarty

Ireland’s Unfreedom; another example of it.

“FIRST YOU CAME and tried to take our
land. When that didn't work you put five of our
menin prison.When thatdidn't work you brought
in 200 gardai and beat us into the drains and
ditches,” local resident P.J.Moran to Shell execs
at the EPA public hearing in April, 2007.

ANOTHER SELL-OUT in Ireland has been
underway in the northwest corner of Co. Mayo
for many months but | lacked the facts to accu-
rately inform you. But friend Martin McGarry just
contacted me with full documentation of it. Thank
you, Martin. Here are the facts Martin provided:

OFF-SHORE GAS is scheduled to be pumped
ashore under high pressure, its pipeline running
within seventy meters of occupied farmhouses.
Martin points out that this violates all safety stan-
dards;thatpipelinepressureoughttobereducedat
seaoratthe shoreline,anywhere well upstream of
human habitations.The endangered farm owners
expressed their alarm to their gov't reps and the
offending petroleum companies, later to all who
would listen. When they posted “NO TRESPASS-
ING"signs on their properties the oil companies
ignored them, bulldozing through without per-
mission. Later, when they and their neighbors
massed on site and blocked access to pipelaying
equipment, the Irish police intervened. Instead of
prosecuting the trespassers theyassaultedandar-
rested the landowners. Ultimately, Ireland’s High
Courtsentencedthelandownerstoprisonandthey
became known as the Rossport Five

THE ROSSPORT FIVE, Schoolteacher
Michedl O Seighin and farmers Willie Corduff,
Vincent McGrath, Philip McGrath and Brendan
Philbin, became the main news in Ireland during
the Summer of 2005. National and international
pressure forced their release from prison after 94
days. Reckless endangerment is only one aspect
of this deal. The Five, whose initial concern was
about pipeline safety and apparent abdication by
the State of its constitutional obligation to pro-
tect and defend the rights of its citizens,are now
demandingare-negotiation of the 1992 licensing
terms and fiscal regime under which the Corrib
gas field and Ireland’s other offshore oil and gas
resources are being developed.

THE IRISH PEOPLE won't benefit from
the gas production as currently contracted. See
below.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY* 1) The Corrib gas
field, which is controlled by a consortium includ-
ing Shell (45%), the Norwegian State oil company
Statoil (36.5%) and Marathon (18.5%), is worth
up to $11 billion according to sources in the oil
and gas industry. Its discovery was announced
in 1996. The Corrib and associated fields in the
Slyne/Erris basin off the northwest coast of Ireland
are estimated to be worth $68.5 billion. Through
Statoil, the Norwegian taxpayer benefits more
directly from the gas find than the Irish public. Fol-
lowing the introduction of a new fiscal and licens-
ing regime for the industry in 1987 and 1992, the
Irish taxpayer receives no royalties from the find
while development costs can be written offagainst
tax. 2) Changes to the 1975 fiscal and licensing

designed to en-
courage explora-
tion and drilling the record shows that the new
terms introduced by former Minister, Ray Burke,
in 1987 and then-finance minister (now Taoiseach),
Bertie Ahern,in 1992 had little effect in this regard
and effectively ceded control of vast offshore
reserves to the oil and gas industry. 3) In 1987,
Mr. Burke exempted the oil and gas industry from
royalty paymentsandabolishedall State participa-
tion in the commercial development ofimportant
natural resources. He introduced a 100% tax
write off against profits on capital expenditure
for exploration, development and production for
up to 25 years. 4) In 1992, then-Finance Minister
Bertie Ahern, reduced corporate taxon oiland gas
companies from 50% to 25%.The 1992 licensing
termsallowed the oiland gas companies to secure
licenses covering extensive offshore areas for long
periods of time with minimal drilling requirements.
5) A proposal in the 1970s to establish an Irish
State companytodevelopthe country’soilandgas
resourcesandoffersbytheNorwegiangovernment
to assist in its creation were rejected by the Irish
government at the time. When, in 1979, a state
company, the Irish National Petroleum Corpora-
tion, was set up to guarantee oil supplies during
anemergency itwasexplicitly prohibited fromany
involvementin explorationand drilling.6) In 2002,
thelrish governmentintroduced statutory instru-
ments into legislation which allow the Minister for
Communications, Marine and Natural Resources
to make Compulsory Acquisition Orders for the
benefitof private companies which permitthemto
acquire land without the permission of of property
owners. Five men from County Mayo spent 94
days in prison during the 2005 when they refused
to permit Shell E&P to exercise these orders. 7)
The government also introduced legislation to
allow the department to grant permission for an
upstream pipeline, carrying untreated gas, without
itbeing subject to normal planning procedures. 8)
Following public hearingsin 2002 a senior inspec-
tor of An Bord Pleandla rejected the proposed
location for a gas processing plant at Ballinaboy
Bridge in County Mayo. Mr. Kevin Moore stated
thatthe proposed plant wasin the wrong location
and upheld the appeal by local residents against
planning permission. In his decision he cited the
threat to a sensitive and scenic location,the insta-
bility associated with the removal of thousands
of tonnes of peat bog and the risk of a major ac-
cident. 9) In 2003, senior executives of Shell E&P
were granted a meeting with the Taoiseach, Bertie
Ahern, the former Minister for Communications,
Marine, and Natural Resources,Dermot Ahern
and former Minister for the Environment, Martin
Cullenand senior government officials to express
their concerns over planning delays. 10) Within a
weekrepresentatives of the consortium seeking to
develop the Corrib gas field were granted a meet-
ing with the chairman of An Bord Pleanéla, John
O'Connor, and members of the planning appeals
board to discuss their concerns. 11) In 2004, the
Shell-led consortiumwasgranted planning permis-
sion after altering their original proposal to dump
hundreds of thousands of tonnes of peat near the
intendedgas processing plantandinstead remove

it to a site some 11 kilometers away at Bangor
Erris. 12) The Department of Communications,
Marine and Natural Resources failed to properly
supervise work by Shell E&P which erected a
section of the controversial pipeline without the
necessary ministerial consents. They were subse-
quentlyforcedtodismantleit. 13) The Department
alsocommissioned asafety review of the proposed
pipeline, which was originally routed through an
areaaffected by landslides, fromacompanywhich
was part owned by Shell and was forced to com-
mission an alternative review after public protest.
14) A safety review commissioned by the Centre
for Public Inquiry from US company, Accufacts
Inc. has found that the current proposed route of
the pipeline is unacceptable and that claims that
it meets“the highest international standards”are
meaningless. The report raises serious questions
concerning the credibility of the current proposal
and also concludes that the benefits of locating
the gas processing plant offshore have not been
properly addressed. 15) In the latest round of li-
censesissuedin August 2005, frontier licenses were
allocated to a Shell-led consortium and to Island
Oiland Gas, an Irish based company. Providence
Resources, controlled by Tony O'Reilly, the owner
of IndependentNews and Media,is the largest Irish
company involved in offshore oil and gas activ-
ity and controls significant acreages off the west
coast and in the Celtic Sea.16) The government
has stated on several occasions that the benefit to
Ireland from the Corrib gas field will be toincrease
theattractivenessofthenorthwestasaninvestment
location; the creation of jobs in construction and
operation of the connector pipeline and process-
ing plant and to ensure “security of supply”from
“unstable” regions of the world. *source: FIOSRU
by the Centre For Public Inquiry

KEY FINDINGSt <The Corrib pipeline is not
a“normal”pipeline given its potential to operate
under exotically high pressures and because of
the unknown gas compositions associated with
gas field production. This can seriously increase
the likelihood of pipe failure. <The Quantified
Risk Assessment (QRA) is inappropriate for this
highly unique, first of its kind, pipeline as there
are no historical data that can be used to evaluate
this proposed system. «The route of the pipeline,
as currently proposed, is unacceptable because
of its close proximity to people and dwellings.
«The thick-walled pipe is not invincible to leak
or rupture from the expected high pressures and
the destructive potential reactive gases. sThere
are too many unknowns regarding the future
operation of this pipeline - especially in the
areas of gas pressure and gas composition that
can lead to failure. sMaximum pipeline pressure,
a condition that should be easily defined , has
notbeen clearlydemonstrated ordocumented-a
grave deficiency.sThe pipeline’s uniquely large
rupture impact zone with high fatalities raises
many questions about the appropriateness of the
current proposal and QRA approaches. «Claims
of meeting“highestinternational standards”are
meaninglessasnostandardadequatelyaddresses
the numerous issues associated with this unique
proposal. «Routing analyses for the onshore
systems are seriously deficient while the gas
plant offshore are overstated. This report raises
critical questions concerning the credibility of the
current proposal,andshould callinto questionthe
validity of evaluations concerning this project.

t(fromThe Proposed Corrib Onshore System; an
Independent Analysis, by Accufacts Inc. President
Richard Kuprewicz,

MARTIN McGARRY, the well-known
Chicago-based ex-boxer, now trainer and boxing
promoter, was born and raised within a half-mile
of this pipeline. Heknows about pipeline pressure,
asheis certifiedin both high pressureand nuclear
welding, a specialty he practiced for years on pipe
systems at Barrow and Prudhoe Bay, Alaska. He
is concerned; as we all should be. The basic rights
of his relatives and neighborsin Ireland are under
assault by the gov't and multinational oil compa-
nies.He asks readers to contact the Irish consulate
(312/337-1868) to pressure thelrishgov'ttobegin
working for the Irish people instead of for those
who are robbing and endangering them. Martin
writes: “Build the platform offshore; bring the
gas ashore safely, at low pressure. Distribute it to
the Irish people from Ballinaboy terminal, creat-
ing hundreds of jobs that the current plan fails to
provide. And the Irish gov't should get revenue
from that oil and gas. For gov't Ministers, Bertie
Ahernand others, to endanger the people so,and
tosellaway therightsto Ireland’s precious natural
resources, is criminal. If American politicians did
that they would be tried for treason.” Ireland is
supposed to be part of the First World. Its offshore
hydrocarbonwealth was discoveredlongagoand
has been pumped ashore in Co. Cork since 1978.
How did it come to pass that Ireland’s people are
being deprived of the benefits of their natural
resources just as flagrantly as the Nigerians and
the Equadorians are of theirs? Are Ireland’s pols
that corrupt? We'll soon know. FIN

MORE IRISH GOV'T corruption. Next
month the topic here will be the framing of
Michael McKevitt (whose wife Bernie is Bobby
Sands’ sister). The same FBI agent Patrick “Ed”
Buckley who seemed to be supervising McKevitt's
trial (non-jury) in Dublin’s Special Criminal Court
is the same who, on behalf of Britain's MI5,
wrongfullyincarceratedandframed mywife Mary,
Frank O'Neill, Tony McCormick and me earlier in
Chicago. (He framed me twice.) | am free to write
this,am notin prison (or executed), only because
MI5/FBI's many Chicago crimes against us were
exposed. However, the FBI were free to commit
further crimes for MI5 in Ireland because their
Chicago crimes went unprosecuted. It was an FBI
gun (FBl agent Lewis’) that was used to murder
the Langert family in Winnetka, and it was agent
Buckley who covered for murderer David Biro
whileframingmeforthethreemurders (of persons
utterly unknown to me). The pattern of MI5/FBI's
Chicago crimes was duplicated in Ireland. Their
involvementin, theirframing of anotherand their
manipulation of the policein the Langert atrocity,
they repeated in the Omagh atrocity. Chicago's
news media abetted MI5/FBI's crimes against us
as corruptly as Ireland’s media abetted their later
crimes re Omagh and McKevitt. | am free (and
alive) today while McKevitt languishes in prison
because Chicago’s federal bench is less corrupt
than Dublin’s Special Criminal Court justices
and possibly because the Winnetka police are
less corrupt than Ireland’s gardal. In September’s
column | will review the transcript of McKevitt's
unsuccessfulappealwithaneyetowardjusticeand
will show that he was framed, by the same agents

who used the same means against us.
Reach me at 312 664 7651 or fogartyc@att.net
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The Irish Rover

By James McClure

A Summer Treat

August is often a time when one regrets the
passage of summer and wonders what one can
do to make sure you didn't let the season get
away without fully enjoying it.

I've found a great way to do that without
traveling too far or spending all that much,
while still enjoying the pure pleasures of a
summer vacation, and getting that feeling of
getting away from it all.

Take the short drive to Lake Geneva, Wiscon-
sin, less than two hours from Chicago. Heading
up U.S. 12 from the lllinois-Wisconsin border
ordriving due west from Kenosha you suddenly
see the countryside give way toafauxinterstate
that offers multilane divided highway access to
this charming town made forthe summertourist
season. Once there though, the paceis slowand
the feeling uncrowded. Many of the shops and
attractions have a feel like a visit to Mackinac
Island in Michigan, though Lake Geneva is
known as “The Newport of the Midwest."

There is indeed a Great Gatsby-esque feel
to its main attraction, Geneva Lake, a surpris-
ing large and long body of water rimmed by
spectacular mansions that still echo its golden
heyday at the start of the 20th century. There are
three ways to view the lake and its marvelous
residencesbutlamgoingtoheartilyrecommend
the waterborne alternative.

Yes you can drive around the back roads and
see impressive gate entrances, or walk on the
public access trail that surrounds the lake for 20
miles. But the quickest, most serene and most
informative route will find you on one of the many
popular tours of the Lake Geneva Cruise Line.
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Astheirboatstake
you around the lake,
you learn how Lake
Geneva originally
grew in popularity.
It started after the
Great Chicago Fire.
Many of the Windy
City’s wealthiest
retreated to or built their summer homes on
Geneva Lake while waiting for their city locales
to rebuild.

Many of the mansions and their lofty succes-
sors are there today. As you slowly sail by the
narrator tells you all about the homes and their
original and present occupants. Many of the
names you know even if you've never set foot
in Lake Geneva. Names like Field and Wrigley

and Armour. In fact the Wrigleys continue to
build there. As | took my weekday tour aboard
the 2:30 Ice Cream Social on the Grand Belle
of Geneva we saw a new Wrigley estate going
up for the latest generation of the clan. Seeing
the beautiful digs you are impressed with just
how many sticks of Juicy Fruit and Doublemint
must be consumed around the world!
Thetourguide doesanexcellentjob of point-
ing out sites and giving fascinating historical
factsasyou circle the lake while attentive young
ladies bring you your choice of strawberry, cara-
mel or chocolate sundaes.The tour last 75 min-
utesandcoverstheelegantestatesintheeastern
section of the lake known as Geneva Bay.
Thereis also a full lake tour which takes two
hours while passing by the villages of Fontana
and Williams Bay along with the Yerkes Obser-
vatory and the historic Black Point Estate, which
itself just opened for a mansion tour this year.
The longest tour of Geneva Lake takes you
alongtherideforperhapsthelongesttradition of
the area—mail delivery by boat. There are only
afew places leftin the United States that have
mailboat delivery. Here, for two and a half hours
you ride along. It becomes more than a scenic
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journey and more fast-paced and exciting than
you might think. The mailgirl has to combine
athleticism with efficiency in the swift comple-
tion of herroundsto 60 lakeside homes between
June15thand September 15th.Shejumpsoffthe
bow of the boat while it remains moving, deliv-
ersmail and picks up outgoing parcelsand then
must leap back onto the stern of the mailboat as
it moves steadily on to the next dock!

If you want a bit of your own special
seaside mail service, without fear of the mail
person getting wet, you can bring a letter or

IAHC Open
Performance Session

This August, stop by the Fifth Province at
the IAHC for open performance sessions every
Friday and Saturday nights at 9:30pm.Whether
you can sing, tell a tale, play music, dance or
prefer to just be a part of the audience, all are
invited to join in on the fun.

Regular Center musicians will join in on
some informal sessions, including Jimmy
Moore, Paddy Homan, Devin Shepperd and
Michael Kirkpatrick. Bring your talent, instru-
ment, creativity and friends for performances
that are sure to beat the summer doldrums.
The bar will be open at 7pm and the musicand
performance lasts all night! 773-282-7035.

Irish Freedom
Committee Picnic

The Charlie Kerins Cumann, Irish Freedom
Committee is holding their 1st Annual Summer
Picnicon Sunday August 19th, 2007, at Robinson
Woods - Grove #1, Lawrence Ave. at DesPlaines
River Rd. (4800 N., 9400 W.) from noon-5PM.

Thisisaday of fun, sunand good craic—their
way of thanking everyone for their hard work
forthe IFC during the year. Come out and enjoy
arelaxing and no-stress afternoon get-together
with old and new friends; with fun and games for
allages; Gaelic football, soccer, horseshoes, kite
flying and water balloon toss for the kids, music,
raffle drawings, and plenty of delicious food and
drinks under the sheltered roof. Irish republican
POW cards signing, information table and Irish
republican merchandise will also be available.
Parking and Shelter on-site. Admission is free.

Map of RobinsonWoods: http://www.fpdcc.
com/downloads/robinson_woods_pg.pdf

Call 312-560-9311, or visit www.irish-
freedomcommittee.net.
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postcard and get it marked with the special
“U.S. Mailboat” cancellation stamp.

Shortontimeandlong onromance? The
cruise line offers a brief one-hour Sund-
owner Cruise where you can see the setting
sun over the lake and bay.

No matter what cruise you choose, you'll feel
like you took a relaxing trip far away while stay-
ing conveniently and affordably close to home.

For more information you can call Lake
Geneva Cruise Line at 1-800-558-5911 or make
your plans online at cruiselakegeneva.com.

Child Development Lab
School Openings

Saint Xavier University’s Child Develop-
ment Laboratory School has openings for
children ages 3 to 5 years old for fall classes.

Theyear-roundlabschool providesanurturing,
safe environment that is child-directed, inquiry-
based and play-centered. Located at the United
Methodist Church of Mount Greenwood, 11000S.
St. Louis Ave, Chicago, the school offers full-day
preschool services for children of the community
as well as students, faculty, staff and alumni of
Saint Xavier. The lab school utilizes Creative
Curriculum, a play-based developmentally ap-
propriate plan of activities for preschool-aged
children that focuses on the environment.

Positions for summer and fall classes are
still open, with programs offered from 7:30
a.m.to 5:30 p.m.Thefall session begins Mon-
day, Aug. 13, with three-or five-day schedules
available. An annual application fee of $35is
due with application.

Formoreinformation, please contactthe Saint
Xavier University Laboratory School at (773)
298-4344 or visit www.sxu.edu/child_care.
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ooliganism

Mike Houlihan

“When we hear bootlickers praising
and defending the powerful in the city that
works, we might remind ourselves what
lubricates the machinery that runsit, those
little guys who get ground up, guys like Jim
McTigue."—said Tribune columnist John
Kass in his July 13th column.

Jim McTigue

| don'talways agree with Kass, but he hita
home runwith that column and if you missed
it, please checkit out online becauseit’s pure
Chicago. You should be able to find it at:

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/
columnists/chi-kass13jul13,1,664723.
column

Jim McTigue was the guy who took the fall
forthe Chicago Flood and the big shotsin City
Hall made his life miserable for years. He was
finally vindicated in court, but of course the
papers didn't write much about that.

But Jim's family and friends knew the
real story and knew the real Jim McTigue,
afather, a buddy, a Marine. Jim died from a
brain tumor on July 7th and his friends are
throwing a benefit for his family on Septem-
ber 22nd at VFW Post 3679, 10 West Higgins
Road in Park Ridge.

Jim McTigue was a proud Irish Ameri-
can.Helivedin the same northwest Chica-
go neighborhood for the past 59 years. He
and his wife Cindy were married 34 years
and they raised children Jim, Heather, and
Lauren. Jim was an active member of St.
Edward’s parish. During the Vietnam war,
Jim served his country with the US Ma-
rines from Jan. of ‘66 through December
of '68. He was awarded the Purple Heart,
The National Defense Service Medal, the
Vietnam Campaign Medal, and The Viet-
nam Service Medal.

Jim told Kass, “l wouldn't let them make
me the Mrs.O’Leary’s cow of the flood—and
[ won't”

That's a hat Jim McTigue won't ever have
to wear because when you look at his life,
his legacy, he’s nothing but a hero.

Maybe you never met him, but if you've
lived in Chicago for any stretch of time
you've met him a million times. Guys like
him who just did their best, served their
country, their family, and this great city.
Salute him and his family at the fundraiser,
or throw a couple bucks their way. You'll
become a part of something much greater
than yourself.

All the information on the fundraiser and
how to donate is available at their website,
www.jimmctiguebenefit.blogspot.com. Or
call Bob Coughlin for more information on
how to help at 773-685-3446.

Ballydoyle Irish Pub & Restaurant owner, Phil Cullen (second from left), joins Downers
Grove Mayor Ron Sandack (center) and participants of the “Ride Janie Ride”fund raiser
at Ballydoyle Irish Pub in Downers Grove. The event benefited Janie Orlock Bawel who
has Stage 4 Follicular Lymphoma and Stage 3 Large B Cell Lymphoma.

porting Log

By Sean
Og. O Ceallachain

Mick O'Dwyer has another year to run on
his decision to manage the Wicklow football
team and it must be conceded that he has ac-
complished wondersin the way he has builtup
the Garden County’s standing at football level.
True, he has no silver ware to show for his
labours but he has given his charges back its
pride.Wicklow are no longer the whipping top
forthe other countiesin the province. O'Dwyer
has built them into a very solid force and they
are capable of measuring up to all the other
strong challengers in the province.

They met Dublin in the O'Byrne Cup final
at Aughrim in early May and they battled very
strongly before they ran out of steam against the
fancied “Dubs."But Wicklow caused a major stir
when championship time came around. They
were pitted against Louth in the firstround, who
were very fancied to win, but Wicklow had other
ideas and held Louth to a draw. In the replay at
Parnell Park, in Dublin, the match went to extra
timebutitendedinanotherdraw.Thereplaywent
back to Croke Park where the more experienced
Louth won the day. Wicklow followed up by
reaching the Tommy Murphy Cup final against
Antrim which will be played this month.

The famed Garden County (Wicklow) is
noted for film making and some of the great
American and British movies were shot there.
The county is also noted for the number of
incidents which take place atfootball matches.
Referees are knownto be attacked aftergames
by rival supporters who were unhappy about
the way he had handled a particular match. His
carwas stopped leaving the ground where the
match hadtaken placeand hewasbundledinto
theboot of his carand left there for some hours,
before he was able to free himself.

The latest incident took place recently. A
linesman was red-carded by his own referee
and this has presented the Wicklow Board
Disciplinary Committee with a very unusual
situation. The incident took place in a junior
footballchampionshipmatchbetweenRathnew
and Baltinglass, for which both clubs were
asked to supply a sideline official, when not
enough neutrals were available.

Itisalleged thata
linesman represent-
ing Rathnew left his
sideline post and
got involved when
a scuffle occurred
betweenplayersfrom
both sides. After the
incidentthe referee yellow carded a playerfrom
eachteam, butthen wentoverandissued ared
card to the linesman, banishing him outside
the pitch perimeter, in a most unprecedented
incident. The County Board are awaiting the
referee’s reportin order to deal with the matter.
Wicklow’s disciplinary record made the head-
lines recently when 15 players were sent off in
thefirst round of the senior football champion-
ship, 13 of them on red cards. One of them was
asubstitute who had not even played, but was
sent off after been reported by the linesman
for verbal abuse. The Disciplinary Board acted
strongly in this case. Ten players got a month’s
suspension, one got two months and only two
players were exonerated, Keith Byrne (Shil-
lelagh) and Gary Duffy (St. Patricks.)

Tipperary two-time All Star, Declan Brown
hasannounced hisretirementfrominter-county
football following his county’s defeat at the
hands of Clare in the Tommy Murphy Cup
competition, which he has neverwon, since the
inception of the series some years ago.

The 29 year old Moyle Rovers man, who
in 1996 made his debut against Kerry, was
honored as Tipperary’s first football All Star
in 1998 and collected another in 2003. One of
his great regrets is not having won a Munster
senior football medal. He said“It just got away
from me. It's a great disappointment when |
look back on my football life and see other
players achieve that ambition.”

Limerick football manager Mickey Ned
O'Sullivan has hinted he may see out the re-
maining year of his term in charge despite his
team’s defeat by Louth in the recent All-Ireland
qualifier.He has been in charge for the past two
years and did a splendid job. He said “I'll sit
backand talk to my backroom staff and waitand
see if the county Board want me to continue for
another year. Joe Kernan, former Armagh star,
has stepped down as team manager. He mas-
terminded Armagh’s only All-Ireland winning
senior title in 2002 after a three year stint in the
job. Paudie O’Shea, (Kerry) after one year in
charge of the Clarefootballers has stepped down
from the position as team manager.

Ballydoyle Helps Locals With Fundraiser

Jane Orlock Bawel, a lifelong Downers Grove
residentand mother of 5, was diagnosed in Sep-
tember 2005, with Stage 4 Follicular Lymphoma
andin August 2006 diagnosed with Stage 3Large
B Cell Lymphoma. Janie required a Bone Mar-
row transplant to survive these cancers. A donor
has been found and Janie has begun treatment.
The transplant is very costly and her family will
incur immense out-of-pocket expenses.

Toeasethefinancial burden, Luke Pennings
of Willowbrook, IL organized a motorcycle
ride/fund raiser on May 6, 2007 with proceeds
donated to the Ride Janie Ride Medical Fund.
The event, “Ride Janie Ride”began at WildFire
Harley-Davidson in Villa Park and participants

rode a 60-mile route to Ballydoyle Irish Pub
& Restaurant in Downers Grove. Over 460
motorcycle riders participated in the event.
The event raised over $40,000 for the Ride
Janie Ride Medical Fund which will directly
benefit Janie Orlock Bawel. Janie is currently
recovering at home from a successful T-Cell
transplant.Ballydoyle hosted theridersattheend
of their journey in downtown Downers Grove,
treating participants to drinks, food and live
music featuring The Michael Heaton Band.
Ballydoyle Irish Pub & Restaurant hosts a
variety of events; for information contact Eve
Dunn, Director of Special Events eve@bal-
lydoylepub.com or 630-969-0600 ext. 15.
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@ An
Immigrant’s

Musings

‘r. Michael Leonard

“Out Of Order”

As | walked along the cor-
ridors of the Dirksen Senate Office
building with Geri Garvey (whose
report follows), following the failed
cloture vote in the senate, | noticed
asign on one of the lifts which read:
“out of order”and limmediately said
to Geri, “that is an apt description
for the collapse of the immigration
reform bill."

“Out of Order” means that the
objectreferred tois not working as it
is supposed to. Ourimmigration sys-
temisout of orderinits abjectfailure
tobeintouch with the country’sreal
needs. Every sensible person who
has taken the time to study theissue
isagreed that the status quois unac-
ceptable. And yet the people who
are charged with doing something
to fix the broken system have failed
miserably and allowed the voices of
a very vocal minority of restriction-
ists, who are out of order, to dictate
to the majority what should be done
in congress.

The leadership of our elected
officials in the Senate was also “out
of order” in their dismal failure to
show that they can make difficult
decisionsforthe good of ourcountry.
Let's hope that the majority of our
voters will keep this in mind and
nexttimeelectsrepresentatives who
are not afraid to stand up and make
unpopular decisions for the future of
this land of opportunity.

Is this the end of immigration
reform? For many it would seem so,
but doing nothing is unacceptable.
The failure of the Senate to act does
notmeanthatthe 12millionundocu-
mented are going to disappear. Nei-
therdoesitmeanthatthe suffering of
immigrant families who are divided
goesaway. Every day with thefailure
of congress to act more and more
peopleare dyinginthe desert, work-
ers will continue to be exploited and
the American publicwill be lessened
inits compassion while they tolerate
asystemwhich treats decent people
as a second class.

Those of us who have devoted
muchtimeandenergytobringabout
comprehensiveimmigration reform
may have lost the latest battle in the
Senate. The march goes on and we
will continue to do all in our power
to see that just, balanced and fair
reforms of our immigration laws
are achieved.

Hope in Spite of
Disappointment

As you all know, on June 28 the
pro-immigration Senators lost by a
vote of 53 to 46 for cloture on the
motion to cut off the debate on Sen-
ate bill 1639. It was predicted that it
would bea close vote and we needed
60 votes! This was very disappointing
to all of us who had worked so hard
these past few years for comprehen-
sive immigration reform.The bill was
brought down by forces on the left
and, especially on the right. Radio
talk shows inflamed listeners by us-
ing the word “amnesty” for a path to
legalization for the undocumented.
Although we worked hard to encour-
age our grass roots to call the Senate,
our numbers were overwhelmed by
the anti-immigrant opponents. While
thereweremanytroublesomeaspects
of the Senate bill, we continued to
hopethattherecouldbeimprovements
to it in the House and in the Confer-
ence Committee.

Toall of you who have contributed
to our efforts, particularly this last
month, we are grateful for all that you
have done.We would not have gotten
so far without your calls, faxes and
emails. During the CIR conference
call on Friday we discussed the situa-
tionand where to gofrom here.There
wasunanimousagreementthatweare
not done in; that we will continue to
share our concerns and speak out on
behalf ofimmigrants and our broken
system. Members of the pro-immi-
grantorganizations will be contacting
those Senators who voted for cloture

and thank them; they will also be
contacting those who voted against
and informing them that they let our
country down by notaddressing such
an important issue for all of us.

It appears that the immigrant co-
alition needs to reassess our strategy
and what we need to do to keep this
issue alive in the public mind. There
is concern that the raids will continue
-and may increase - in the workplace
andinimmigrantcommunities.There
is also fear that localities will pass
anti-immigrant legislation without
a federal policy in place. Although
we are discouraged today, we know
that we have made many friends in
other Catholic organization, interfaith
groups, pro-immigrantand civil rights
organizations, unions, and the busi-
nesscommunity, whowill continueto
advocate on behalf of allimmigrants
and who are committed to fixing our
broken immigration system.

These next few weeks and months
will be important as we look at the
politicalenvironmentandwhatwecan
do to keep the debate alive. Our im-
migration pastoral centers across the
countrywillcontinuetorespondtothe
many needs of the Irish immigrants
while we look forward to engaging
Congress on this issue another day.

Bishop's Disappointment

After the defeat of the Senate
immigration bill, Bishop Gerald
Barnes, Chairman of the USCCB
Committee on Migration, issued the
following statement:

“On behalf of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops (USCCB),
lam deeply troubled that a fairand
comprehensiveimmigrationreform
legislation has failed to move for-
ward in the U.S. Senate.

| applaud those U.S. Senators of
both parties who showed couragein
working for comprehensive reform
legislation and encourage them to
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continue their efforts to fix our bro-
ken immigration system.

As a nation, we cannot continue
to employ an immigration system
that leads to the exploitation of mil-
lions of our fellow human beings.
We cannot accept the toil of alarge
underclass which does not have full
rights in our society. This strikes at
the very character of our nation and
lessens us as a people.

lurge our elected officials in Con-
gressnottoabandonthisissueandto
return to it as soon as possible. The
status quo is morally unacceptable
and should not be allowed to stand.
The U.S. bishops shall continue to
point out the moral deficiencies in
the immigration system and work
toward justice until it is achieved.”
Don't Quit
When things go wrong
As they sometimes will
And the road you're trudging
Seems all uphill
When the funds are low
And the debts are high
And you want to smile
But you have to sigh,

When care is pressing you
Down a bit
Rest if you must, but don't you quit!

Life is queer

With its twists and turns
As everyone of us
Sometimes learns
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And many a failure

Turns about

When he might have won
Had he stuck it out

Don't give up

Though the pace seems slow
You may succeed

With another blow.

Often the goal is

Nearer than

It seems to a faint

And faltering man

Often the struggler

Has given up

When they might have captured
The Victor’s Cup

And they learned too late
When the night came down
How close they were

To the golden crown.

Success is failure
Turned inside out

The silver tint

Of the clouds of doubt
And you can never tell
How close you are

[t may be near

Though it seems so far
So stick to the fight
When you're hardest hit
Its when things seem worst
That you musn't quit.

- Anonymous :)
As always should you have any
comments, suggestions or questions,
please feel free to contact me at:
siochan@ catholic.org or 312-337-
8445 or Cell: 773-677-5341.
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Burke's Law

Brian Burke, Senior Partner
The Consumer

Advotaty Group

FUTREL & FREY DN,

There are many statutes—Fed-
eral and State—enacted to protect
consumers.While these laws cannot
prevent wrongdoing, they can cur-
tail practices declared unlawful and
provide aremedy for those victims
of unlawful practices. For example:
unfairand deceptive trade practices
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(consumer fraud); fair debt collec-
tion practices; fair credit reporting;
predatory lending; and breach of
warranty (lemon laws).

For this initial column, I'd like to
discussthelast—breach of warranty
or lemon law. Lemon laws cover
consumer products that are sold
with a written warranty. Consumer
products are products that are sold
primarily for household, family, or
personal use (i.e., not commercial
use.) Typical examples include
vehicles, appliances, electronics,
computers, etc. Most common
lemon law claims involve vehicles,
most people’s second largestinvest-
ment (after their homes). So, it's
small wonder that people would
be more litigious when $20,000 to
$100,000+ is at stake than, perhaps,
a $100appliance. Nevertheless, our
firmhashandled casesinvolvingap-
pliances, laptop computers, plasma
televisions, boats, motorhomes, but
themost prevalentscenarioisacase
involving a defective vehicle.

On several occasions we've had
manufacturersreplacecomputers,
laptops,appliances,and especially
vehicles after filing a lawsuit. If the
caseisstrongandthemanufacturer
can easily acknowledge that their
product was defective when sold,
or, if after several attempts they've
been unable to repair the product
satisfactorily, they appreciate the
opportunity to resolve prior to
litigation. Why?

Litigation costs a lot of money
to defend. Also, most consumer
protection statutes have what’s
called a “fee-shifting provision,’
wherebyacourtcanawardtoapre-
vailing consumer his attorney fees
and costs (in addition to the jury’s
verdict). The implications are that
amanufacturerthatspends,forex-
ample, tens of thousands of dollars
to defend could lose at trial and
be liable, again for example, tens
ofthousands moreto compensate
the prevailingconsumer’sattorney
fees and costs.

“Fee-shifting provisions” obvi-
ouslycreateadisincentivetolitigate
on the part of the manufacturer(s)
so they are more inclined to settle
the matter/controversyintheearly
stages - or even prior to filing of
alawsuit (provided, of course, the
case has merit).

Lemon Law in Illinois vs.
Other States

There are two (2) lemon laws rel-
evant to lllinois. The first is a Federal
Statute, Magnuson-Moss Warranty
Act, enacted by Congress in 1975.To
illustrate the state of affairs common
prior to the enactment of Magnuson-
Moss, the court of common pleas of
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia County,
stated the following:“Our sympathies
lie with those who repeatedly return
their cars for repair or service, then
get them back in the same condition
as when the complaints were origi-
nally registered.” Stofman v. Keenan
Motors, Inc., 63 Pa. D & C.2d 56,
59 (1973). Primarily to remedy the
abusessoprevalentintheautoindustry
(and to a lesser extent the appliance
industry), Congress enacted Magnu-
son-Moss in 1975. Many consumer
products were being marketed with
written warranties that were actually
deceptive. While they promised to
repair or replace defects in material
or workmanship within the terms of
the warranty (ex: 12 months/12,000
miles), many manufacturers were
not living up to their warranties.
The United States Congress had to
intervene and, to protect consumers,
enactedtheMagnuson-MossWarranty
Act, 15 U.S.C. § 2301, et. seq.

The Act contained a few protec-
tions which were designed to “level
the playing field” between wealthy
manufacturersandaverageconsumers.
First, how can an average consumer
afford to hire an attorney and sue a
wealthy corporation over a relatively
minor financial dispute? (Magnuson-
Moss covers all consumer products
valued over $25.) The average vehicle
today costs $20,000 to $40,000. Will
an attorney take a percentage? What
if the case goes up on appeal three (3)
timesand goestothe Supreme Court?
Will a third of, for example $30,000,
compensate an attorney for all of the
time expended researching, writing
briefs, attending court appearances,
travel time, overhead, etc.? No!

Can an average consumer afford
to pay an hourly rate ($150 to $350
on average) plus costs to litigate a
case involving a vehicle? Economi-
cally, it would make no sense. So,
Congress wisely added a“fee-shifting
provision,” 10 U.S.C. § 2310, so that
consumers could recover reasonable
attorney fees and costs (based on
actual time spent - not a percentage
of consumer’s recovery).One hundred
(100) hours could add up to $15,000
to $35,000 plus costs (usually in the
thousands).

Also, Congress provided that any
manufacturerwhoissuesawrittenwar-
ranty could not disclaim the implied
warranty of merchantability (definedin

Article 2 of the Uniform Commercial
Code, Sales of Goods, at 810 ILCS
5/2-314 in lllinois.) 15 U.S.C. § 2308.
The implied warranty provides the
vehicle (or other consumer product)
be “fit for its ordinary purposes” and
“pass without objection in the trade”
For vehicles, lllinois courts have held
that “fit for its ordinary purposes”
in the case of a vehicle means the
vehicle“should be in a safe condition
and substantially free of defects.
Overland Bond v. Howard, 9 Ill. App.
3d 348, 354 (1st Dist. 1972); Lipinski
v. Martin J. Kelly Oldsmobile, Inc.,
325 1ll. App. 3d 1139, 1149 (1st Dist.
2001). So, if a manufacturer cannot
legally disclaim the implied warranty
of merchantability, his products must
be”inasafe conditionand substantially
free of defects."Prior to when Magnu-
son-Mosswasenacted, manufacturers
would routinely disclaim the implied
warrantyinfine print buried within the
writtenwarranty bookletand consum-
ers unwittingly were stuck with only
the written warranty—a mere promise
torepairany defects—as many defects
asarise. See Stofman v. Keenan Motor,
Inc., above. Now, however, with Mag-
nuson-Moss's prohibition on disclaim-
ers of the implied warranty where a
written warranty is given, if the vehicle
(or other consumer product) is not
substantially free of defects, the fact
thatthemanufacturer(orhisauthorized
dealership service departments) make
agood faith (or half-hearted) effort to
repair is irrelevant. If the vehicle has
a substantial number of defects, the
manufacturer breached the implied
warranty and is liable under Magnu-
son-Moss. Consumers can now file suit
(15 U.S.C. §2310) and, if they prevail,
recover attorney fees and costs.

Illinois's Lemon Law

For all practical purposes, lllinois
does not have a viable state law to
compete or compliment the Federal
Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act. First,
if you pursue a case under lllinois's
Lemon Law, it only applies to new
vehicles (“New Vehicle Buyer Protec-
tion Act,” 815 ILCS § 380/1, et. seq.)
Also, you forfeit your right to pursue
any remedy under the Uniform Com-
mercial Code. 815 ILCS § 380/5. And
the only available remedy is a refund
or replacement but only if within 12
months or 12,000 miles, the vehicle s
either (i) in for repair four (4) times for
the same defectand still unfixed, or (ii)
out of service for thirty (30) business
days (not calendar days), which is ap-
proximately six (6) weeks (or 12% of
thefirst twelve (12) months of owner-
ship). Also, the statute of limitations
requires that suit be filed eighteen
(18) months after purchase/delivery,
815 ILCS § 380/6, or only six (6)
months after the twelve (12) month

“statutory warranty period” expires.
Finally, there is no“fee-shifting provi-
sion.”Needless to say, no attorney in
llinois files under the lllinois Lemon
Law, butinstead relies on the Federal
Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act.

Other States’ Lemon Laws

As areference, some state lemon
laws—California, forexample—have
an eighteen (18) month/18,000 mile
“statutory warranty period”whereby
the manufacturer must refund or
replace the vehicle if (i) it's in for
repair four (4) times for same defect
and still unfixed; (i) two (2) times
for a defect that could cause death
or serious injury; or (jii) 30 calendar
days out of service due to defects
(calendar days (including weekends,
not just business days) and over the
span of 18, not 12, months).

Other states, Minnesota for ex-
ample, have a two (2) year statutory
warranty period whereby the manu-
facturer must refund or replace vehi-
cleif (i) four (4) failed repair attempts
within 2 year period, or (ii) one failed
attempttorepairacompletefailure of
braking or steering system.

California also has a statutory
penalty (punitivedamages)ofdouble
damages if the jury finds that the
manufacturer willfully refused to
refund or replace the vehicle.So does
Wisconsin. Also, California and Min-
nesota have fee-shifting provisions
that are mandatory—i.e., the court
must award attorney fees and costs
and has no discretion in that regard.

If, as a result of this column, you
feel compelled to contact your State
legislator(s) to request ordemand a
real lemon law in lllinois with actual
substance, please visit the follow-
ing website to ascertain your local
official(s) and their contact informa-
tion: www.elections.state.il.us/Dis-
trictLocator/AddressSearch.aspx

Inthe next column, to expand on
this subject from a comparative ap-
proach, I will introduce you to some
of the other states’ with far more
stringentlemon laws in favor of their
consumers,including, butnotlimited
to Pennsylvania and New Jersey.
About the Author: Brian Burke is an
attorney licensed to practice law in
Illinois, California, Pennsylvania, and New
Jersey. He has been admitted to practice
for nine (9) years and has been focusing
his practice on consumer protection
litigation for the last four (4) years. He
is a partner at the law firm of Burke &
Freydin, Ltd. www.illinois-lemon.com.

www.burkeandfreydin.com.
Futurecolumnswillintroducethereader
to the various consumer fraud statutes
(notably lllinois), also the Unfair and
Deceptive Trade Practices Act. Note:
If you feel you have been deceived or
the victim of fraud, consumer fraud
or otherwise, you should contact an
attorney to discuss the matter.
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