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_ They're having a Hooley

! ' at St. Margaret of Scotland

I parish. This parish has been

k good to me. The church sits

== on 99th Streetat Throop and

it's a gateway to my South-

side when cominginonthe

Dan Ryan. Back in the sixties Charlie Supple

owned the gas station at the corner of 99th and

Vincennes. My first visit to the church was for

his daughter’s wedding. It was an Irish enclave

then, supported by hard working families with
lots of kids.

My pal Gerry Hickey grew up in St. Marga-
ret’s, and so did Tuna Carey, Dogs Dougherty,
the Doherty twins (Karen & Sharon), and a kid
named Richard Driehaus. He became a genius
stock market whiz and eccentric philanthropist
who donates tons of dough to his old parish. He's
given millions in loyalty to his old hood and the
School Sisters of Notre Dame, who still teach at

St. Margaret’s.

The parish hall was the hub of the neighbor-
hood back then. Boxing night was an annual
sell out at the parish, and they'd have cops on
duty with doctors and nurses in case anybody
really got their lights knocked out at the church
fundraiser.

Father Dan Mallette is pastor of St. Margaret's
now, has been since 1977. He's on the square; a
tough guy priest who ain't ashamed to talk can-
didly about his battles with booze. A scrupulous
oldladyoverheard one of the AAmeetingsat the
churchonenightanddemandedtospeakwiththe
pastor about the man using the foul language.

“Lady that IS the pastor”

Father Dan says a mean mass. It ranks up
there with Iggy McDermott’s masses for speed,
efficiency, and inspiration. The parish commu-
nity now is a melting pot of neighborhood black
folks and families sprinkled in with old Irish
parish expatriates. They get along well together,
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humbly, no mink coats at these masses. Praying
with them on a Sunday is rejuvenating.

Soltry to get out to St. Margaret's for a Dan
Mallette mass every now and again, when I'm
up early. We filmed several scenes from my new
movie“Tapioca”in St. Margaret’s, so the church
has particular significance for me.

The best St. Margaret of Scotland mass of the
year is coming up on Saturday night February
24th. It just so happens the mass is right before
the St. Patrick’s Day party in the parish hall. Folks
come from all over the south side returning to
the old parish that night, sharing memories and
toasting the future of St. Margaret's. Last year |
saw friends from forty years backand made new
ones too, like former FBl agent Pete Wacks who
invested in Tapioca.

I told you the place had good vibes.

I'llbe there this Saturday night February 24th.
Tryand catch the 6:00 PM mass before, it's excel-
lent. The choir that night is made up of choirs
from parishes all over the south side. After mass
they've got Frank OHara and his “Right Mate-
rial Band”, Sean O’Donnell, The O’Loughlin
Irish Dancers, beer, wine, set-ups, corned beef
and cabbage, the works. It's a great night. It's
only twenty bucks and every buck they raise is
matched by their old pal Richard Driehaus.

Gene Earner and his wife Donna have been
putting on this party for years, helping their old
parish pay the bills. Donna went to heaven last
May, so the party this year is dedicated to her
memory. Gene will be there with all 12 of his
kids. Call Gene for tickets at 708-636-8827.

In the film “Tapioca” | play a homeless guy
who stumbles into St. Margaret’s and meets St.
Peter. The church looks beautiful in the film, a
warm and loving sanctuary. | found salvation
there. Maybe you will too. Hope to see you
there.
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Yeats Lecture

The Irish American Heritage
Center will present alecture, Trans-
forming Ireland Into A New Nation:
the Yeats Family Sunday, March
25 at 2pm, is a part of the ongoing
Irish Artist Series, sponsored by the
IAHC's Cultural Committee. Tickets
are $10and includes admission and
refreshments.

Part 1,aslide presentation on the
artwork of John Butler Yeats (1839-
1922); Jack Butler Yeats (1871-1957)
and Anne Butler Yeats (1919-2001).
John was the father of Jack Butler
Yeats and William Butler Yeats and
Anne was the daughter of William.

Part two led by Redd Griffin, is
called “In Search of Yeats' Spirit”
and examines the poetry ofYeats in
his life and work. Redd Griffin, is
an instructor at Triton College and
has written and developed courses
and programs on authors, including
James Joyce, Ernest Hemingway,
Sherwood Anderson and G.K. Ches-
terton. Heis afounding director and
past chair of the Ernest Hemingway
Foundation of Oak Park and serves
onthe community advisory board of
WTTW 11.773-282-7035.

Irish Sopranos in

Concert at IAHC

On Thursday, March 1st at
8pm, the Irish Sopranos return
for an evening of world-class
I[rish music at the Irish Ameri-
can Heritage Center, 4626 N.
Knox Ave. in Chicago. Tickets
are $25.

According to the Center, the
trio’s 2005 appearance at the
IAHC was a smash-success and
the Irish community has begged
for a follow-up appearance.The
group has been hailed by critics
as instrumental in popularizing
classical music in the manner
that the Dixie Chicks brought
the country genre to a wider
audience.

The Irish Sopranos; Kay
Lynch, Wendy Dwyer and Deir-
dreMastersonhavetouredexten-
sivelyin Ireland and throughout
the world. Their performances
showcase great versatility, rang-
ing from operatic selections
and traditional Irish favorites to
Broadwayandinternationalmed-
leys.For tickets or information
call 773-282-7035, ext. 10.

Academy of Irish Music Classes

The Academy of Irish music is resuming adult group classes on Wednes-
dayevenings at the IAHC. The group classes will concentrate on learning
howto play in an Irish style. They will play different types of tunes and learn
howto group these tunes in medleys. Later we will develop suites that are
suitable for performance. You will have the opportunity to have inputinto
developing these suites.

A background of ensemble playing in quartets, orchestra, Suzuki, or
bands might be helpful. At first, sheet music of the basic melodies will
be provided and in no time you will be having fun playing from memory.
Second line players will enjoy developing harmony lines and rhythms ap-
propriate for the music. Send me an email to Noel Rice<nrice@interaccess.
com. 773-282-7035 x10.
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BEYOND THE ABBEY COLUMN

Review of Doubt A Parable
by John Patrick Shanley at La
Salle Bank Theatre, Chicago

A parable is telling a simple story to
illustrate a parallel but separate moral point.
Doubt A Parable by John Patrick Shanley,
is certainly that. But this play is also much
more. On the surface, the presentation is a
taut ninety minute courtroom thriller of the
“is the defendant guilty or not guilty” genre,
so popular on television. But underneath, the
drama ploughs much deeper depths. Forone
thing, thetrialtoestablishthe defendant’sinno-
cence or guilt does not take place in any court
of law. Instead, it occurs at St. Nicholas, a coed
Catholic parochial school serving mostly Ital-
iansand Irishin the Bronxin 1964.For another,
the prosecutor is no district attorney scoring
subtle or not so subtle legal jabs. Instead, she
is Sister Aloysius (Cherry Jones,) a physically
frail but mentally tough-as-nails nun of the old
school type, whois principal of the school. She
is pitted against Father Brendan Flynn (Chris
McGarry.) He is a charismatic priest of the
new church order and a teacher at the school.
Like the ham between the sandwich, Sister
James (Lisa Joyce,) is a neophyte nun who is
caught between the two. She is dedicated to
teaching and at first sees things one way and
then another. But Sister James is not the only
juror inthis play. The audience is also cast into
that role which is one of the strengths of this
engaging, multifaceted work.

The story line of Doubt A Parable is now
jaded and trite after years of real-life revela-
tions about predatory pedophile priests. But
playwright Shanley provides some new twists.
In this play, Sister Aloysius is depicted as
both interested in the wellbeing of her pupils
and also worldly wise. The author twice lets
us know that she has been married and that
her husband died in WWII fighting Adolf
Hitler. She suspects that Father Flynn has an
unhealthy interest in young boys but has no
firm evidence to go on. She admonishes Sister
Jamestobeonthewatchforanysuggestiveac-
tions that could confirm her suspicions. When
Sister James tells her that one of her students
displayed unusual behavior gnd smelled of

alcoholfollo \_}9 a mlﬁl on with Father
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Flynn, Sister Aloysius becomes convinced of
Father Flynn's guilt. She sets out to confront
and convict him. What follows is a riveting cat
and mouse struggle for high stakes: the moral
high ground for the wellbeing of the students
ononelevel.Butonanother,forcontrolandthe
couragetostand uptoentrenched powertodo
what is right and live with the consequences.
But there is a nagging question - what if your
suspicions are wrong? Therein lies the doubt
and the genius of this play.

In the play, Father Flynn has a perfectly in-
nocentand even altruistic reason for befriend-
ingtheboy.The studentcomesfromatroubled
home and needs help. This is acknowledged
by Mrs. Muller (Caroline Stefanie Clay) the
boy’smotherwhohasago-along-to-get-along
attitude. The boy’s father has rejected and
beaten him and Father Flynn has steppedin to
assume a paternal role. This is good enough
for Mrs. Muller who thinks it should suit Sister
Aloysius as well. But it does not. In the end,
the guilt orinnocence of Father Flynn is never
clearly established and the audience is left to
decide for itself.

While the play is well constructed and
keeps the audience wondering long after the
final curtain, it has some shortcomings. For
instance, Sister Aloysius'motivationsin trying
to destroy Father Flynn are never made clear.
She does not like him for several reasons such
as letting his fingernails grow long, wanting to
includeasecularsonginthe Christmaspageant
and he s friendly with the children, especially
the boyswhom he coachesin basketball. Sister
Aloysius has the view that teachers should be
remote and is not displeased when sheis told
by Sister James that the children fear her. But
none of that seems reason enough to want to
destroy Father Flynn with all the venom she
displays. One is left to wonder if she is em-
bittered over the death of her husband while
fighting against tyranny, if she is striking a
blow for the emancipation of women within
the Catholic Church, if she is fearful and fight-
ing arear-guard action against the reforms of
Vatican Il or possibly something else? Again,
therein lies the doubt.

John Patrick Shanley, who lives in New
York, is a prolific screen writer with about
a dozen credits. He wrote the screenplay for
Moonstruck and received an Oscar for it in
1987.But he is not well known as a playwright
eventhoughhehaswrittenmorethanascoreof
plays. Infact, Doubt A Parable is his first com-
mercially successful play. He received a Tony

and Pulitzer Prize for it in 2005. Shanley was
bornin the Bronxin 1950 and grew up there.
He is one of five children born to Nicholas and
Frances Kelly Shanley. His father immigrated
to America when he was 24 from the Town-
land of Clonlost, Killucan, Co. Westmeath in
Ireland. His mother was Irish-American. As a
youngman, Shanley had problemswith school
authorities and was suspended and kicked
out of various Catholic schools. He made
it to college but dropped out to enlist in the
Marines. Apparently, his two year stintin the
Corps straightened him out because following
military service, Shanley returned to New York
University via the G.I. Bill. He graduated in
1977 as valedictorian.

Asayoungster Shanley had no great ambi-
tion to become a writer but started doing it,
like Charles Dickens, to make money. He hit
pay dirt with Moonstruck. “I was living in a
tenement in Washington Heights at the time,
with broken mail boxes and dog sh|t on the
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my life just changed” Shanley told an Irish
newspaper last year.

Doubt A Parable, the first of a trilogy of
plays, will be made into a movie by Miramax
later this year. John Patrick Shanley will direct
themovieand heis now hitting pay dirton the
stage as well as the screen.
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By James F. Fitzgerald, CPA
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Be Not Afraid

As we become engaged in this new year,
some of us will approach it with gusto, excite-
mentandenthusiasm.Others, perhaps many of
us, will approach it with some apprehension
and real concern.Our society has become so
frightened and paranoidin recent years, one
wonders if there is an active conspiracy to
achievethat state of anxiety. One of myfavorite
hymns is called Be Not Afraid; it says we can
do all kinds of things without fear (cross the
barren desert, but you shall not die of thirst.
You shall travel far in safety though you do
not know the way. If you pass through raging
watersin the sea, you shallnotdrown.).lwould
like to propose that song as a new national
theme song.

We have all heard the famous pronounce-
ment by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
“We have nothing to fear but fear itself. There
is profound wisdomin that statement.Yet, after
70-80 years, as a society, we seem to have
become captive to our fears.

Asyou may know, the actor Jimmy Stewart
flew bombers out of England during World
War Il.He was a highly decorated combat
command pilot whoflewanumber ofmissions
over Germany.Mr. Stewart stated in the May
1993 edition of Air Classics magazine that
“Fear is an insidious and deadly thing.It can
warp judgment, freeze reflexes, (and) breed
mistakes.Worse, it's contagious.| knew that
my own fear, if not checked, could infect my
crew members!Clearly Colonel (later Gen-
eral) Stewart had seen theincredibly negative
effects of fear.

“ltook the view thatI'm goingto do the best
job I can and if they don't like it, I'll gowork
someplace else"This quote by Harry Kraemer,
former CEO of Baxter, in a recent Chicago
Tribune article speaks volumes to me.Perhaps
ittouches me because | believe | have lived my
life with that same belief; | owe my employer
my commitment to do a fine job, but the com-
pany will never own my soul. Obviously one
could read this statement as a belief in proper
life-work balance.lam convinced that it goes
deeperthan even that balanceissue; it goes to
one’s courage or sense of fear.

When watching the Weather Channel,
they may tell you that there are no tornadoes

L
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or hurricanes on their Doppler radar screen
currently, so they will show you a tornado
or a hurricane that happened a month ago or
a year ago.The voiceover will tell you that it
could happen to you and your town soon. We
allknowthatlegitimateannouncementsabout
suchimpendingcalamitiesarevitallyimportant
to ourcommunities.But really, do they have to
rehash the past?What value is served by do-
ing that?Or do they simply do it to raise your
anxiety level? [t's not uncommon to see some
TV reporter standing in a very windy, stormy
spot reporting the fact that it is windy and
stormy. If the weather isreally that bad, what's
this reporter doing out in it?

This“conspiracy” of fear is so pervasive on
TViteven suggests that we should always be
afraid of wet roads, power failures, all kinds
ofdiseases, medications, etc.Often the medica-
tions we purchase carry frightening warnings
about drops in blood pressure, chest pains,
back pains, sores in your mouth, etc.

Recently, as | walked by a building in
downtown Chicago, | saw their “Falling Ice”
signs out in front of the building.Has anyone
seen any falling ice this whole winter with
the exception of a day or two? And, if you are
a pedestrian, what can you do about falling
ice?Cover your head with your briefcase?Run
past the building?If the building owners were
really concerned, wouldn't they block off the
sidewalk and force pedestrians over to the
sidewalkontheotherside of thestreet? Arethe
signs an attempt to mitigate any potential law
suits? Are they also an indication of some (re-
mote) danger?Again, don't the signs signal to
pedestrians that the very act of walking down
this street is fraught with some danger?

| ride the Metra train when going to down-
town Chicago.Recently they have beenplaying
arecorded message on every train saying that
Metrais on heightened alert, so please notify a
crewmanofanysuspiciouspackagesorconduct
that you observe.This (twice) daily reminder
tells allpassengers that it could be unsafe to
ride their own trains.Don’t you think that
repetition of such messages have an impact
on people?Aren’t we always saying that the
violence onTVprograms has an affect on our
children?Do the Metra announcements have
the same effect on us adults?

Does this sense of fear affect the way we
conduct our jobs?lam convinced that it does.
Weare just that much more reluctant to speak
up within ourorganizations.Our unwillingness
to speak creates an attitude of mediocrity.

We say we are committed to excellence but
not if we have to say anything thatis conten-
tious. We might be criticized.I continue to
be amazed when | talk to client executives
and they express a real fear of speaking up to
their superiors.Consider this notion in light
of two additional comments by Mr. Kraemer,
"actively encourage people to challenge your
opinion”and“never forget how bright every-
one is in your organization.”

When there is an opportunity to speak up
inyour organization, lencourage you to con-
sidering doing it.If you do it articulately and
respectfully, you may find that your superiors
will be receptive.Even if they don't accept your
input, they know you have some sense of com-
mitmenttothe companyandsomeworthwhile
ideas.Whenyou do speak up you will enhance
the climate of your employer.Don't you find
that debate and discussion results in better
outcomes?Whatstepscanyoutaketominimize
your fears in your workplace?

JamesF.Fitzgeraldis the president of James
F. Fitzgerald & Associates, Inc., an Oak Brook,
IL-based senior executive career transition
and executive coaching firm.Phone:630-684-
2204.Email:jamesffitz@sbcglobal.net. If there
are any subjects regarding careers or the job
search process that you would enjoy hearing
more about, please let me know. | would like
tothank my wife, Sandee, and my brother, Joe,
for their valuable assistance in helpingme to
prepare my columns.

Valentine’s Hooley

A St. Valentine’s Day Hooley on Sunday,
February 4, in the Fifth Province Lounge will
includedancing, singingandrefreshments. En-
tertainment features Joe McShane, Jerry Carey
and Kara Kinsella. There will be a variety of
dancing, consisting of set, Ceili, waltzes, quick
steps and jives.

To celebrate the holiday, there will be a
Lisdoonvarna corner. Lisdoonvarna, County
Clare, is home to the 150 year old Lisdoon-
varna Matchmaking Festival, where each year,
swarms of singles travel to meet that someone
special. The IAHC's foray into matchmaking
will be set against the backdrop of the Fifth
Province’s fireplace, where there will be facili-
tators available to make that perfect match.

The Hooley begins at 5pm and ends at
9pm.The costis $12 and includes sandwiches,
salads, tea and soda bread. A cash bar will be
available. For more information on the St.
Valentine’s Day Hooley or to purchase tickets,
call the IAHC at 773-282-7035, ext. 10.

DELI & MARKET

Hoarn: Samidwy - .::dal 03 - 1il) pm
Tureduy - Butarduy §400 - TR0 pm
Femtmring a complete [ine of Enfsh Groceriss
+ Al POUF FTDOFTE iy
+ e ot ol Brod
+ FRre it Shophard s Pa
& Frisngs Dl
Lemch & Semer
mlz'ﬁrﬂ'mﬂ'fﬂiﬁl [T

7280 W, Devon Avenue
TT3/E8074T - fax T73/7TT4-4614




February 2007

IRISH AMERICAN NEWS

1dh

29

sharing a pint

Mornings and | don't get along. I've never
liked them.

My hours are more comparable to that of
a vampire with a journalism degree. Call me
before 11a.m., and'll kill... I need to stop my-
self.Ireally shouldntbe threatening people, so
just don't call me before 11 a.m... or else.

So when Malachy McCourt—the author,
actor, playwright, politician, etc.—said he was
available at 9 a.m. on a recent morning foran
interview for Sharing a Pint, | hesitated. My
entire body froze, but somehow mymouthistill
squeezed out, “Sure.”

I've always liked Malachy, but | began to
think differently. Maybe | had the wrong Mc-
Court? I'm sure Frank would have set the up
the interview for noon.

Still, I followed throug
the interview. 10 minut:
had already hitthe snooz
on the computer and ra

“Hi, Malachy, it’s Sco
doing?”

“Stillabove ground.T
to be,"he said in his joll

Afterthat, I forgot it wi
as always, was entertai
nearly an hour, and | en
of it.

As I've done before v'®
like to paraphrase him. |
views on running for I
politicians in general, ¢
“Brilliant”commercials, tj
Chicago and more.
On politicians:

“They always say I'm going to fight for this,
fight for that, 'm going to fight for the other
thing. Who are you fighting asshole? | don't
see anyone. | see Hilary Clinton saying, “I'm
fighting against taxes! It's nonsense. Their
language is misused. It makes me laugh.”
On his race for New York governor:

“I said | wasn't running for office. | said |
was standing. | didn’t want to be a runner-up.
[ found that people get puzzled if you don't
use clichés.

On his budget:
“The Republicans spent $2.5 million. The

rF~— GRAPHIC DESIGN ——,

Phone: 7733074254

Democrats spent $4 million. We had to run
our campaign on $42,000. It worked out to a
dollar a vote for us.”

On doing the Guinness “Brilliant” commercial,
although he doesn't drink anymore:

“Guinness is giving me back all the money
[ spent on them!’

On future plans:

“I'm thinking of a book about the effects
of song on people’s lives. | ask people do they
sing. If they're pressed about it, they say they
do. Two-thirds sing in the shower, another
third in the car. I'm not sure the biologists or
physiologists would dispute me, but | think
when you sing you draw in more oxygen and
you 're more lively. You introduce new things
ad and vour mind.

|

cars. Everybody is on the cell phone. It's more
technologicallyadvancethanherebecausethe
Microsoftheadquartersarethere. Theeconomy
is still booming. In one way I'm so glad that
people aren't dying like my siblings, and the
otheris the obliteration of the tradition of the
way of speech”

Onwar:

“That yahoo in office. They have to justify
everything. It'sawful. 'm not a pro person on
any war. There's no justification to war.’

On writing a book after he's dead:

“I've been asking my publisher for an ad-

vance on a book that | want to do after | die.

Belleek - food
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They said there’s no evidence I'll come back.
I'm said I'm different. I'm good for it. I'll even
return the money if | don't come back”

On what he still wants to achieve:

“I'm curious about death. | don'twanttodo
that, but | will have to. That's one thing. The
other thing is about my past. | would like to
changeit.Ican'tdoanything about that either.
I'll have to stick with the present.I'm just fine
on a daily basis.

“I've never thought about my career. I've
never had one.I'm like someone that's a smor-
gasbord. I'm taking a bit of this and a bit of
that.ldontthinklwas destined todoanything.
[ don't think | was destined for anything in
Ireland. I was told that God doesn’t look kindly
upon on anyone with ambition. | knew if | got
to America all things were possible.”

On religion:

“llook at organized religion like organized
crime. Organized religionisn't compassionate,
though.They doom you if you eat sausage on
Friday. | asked God, ‘Would you do that to
ma?’ Ha caid ‘Na | won't condemn you for

breaking your fast before
God is Ok! | don't any in-
n't need any priests.’

1e bestand most wonderful
wonderful city of Chicago.
:onone.lt’s not the Second
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City to me. It always has a special place in my
heart. Share that with the people of Chicago
for me”

He hung up with final words, and | went
back to sleep.
*Read more from Malachy McCourt at www.
malachymccourt.com.
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Surface Appearances

In the modern-day Ireland we are all
judged by what we possess. This is the
legacy of the Celtic Tiger, of our new-
found wealth. It's the reason people like
actor John Hurt have left the country; that
the likes of Liam Neeson don't express
a wish to return until the nonsense has
died down. It was the reason why | left
Dublin five years ago for a quieter life
in the village of Oranmore, a few miles
outside Galway. Yet even here the judg-
ing of people by their appearances; what
they wear; what make and year of car they
drive;how muchtheyearn; whetherornot
theyhaveasecondhomeinthesun—even
here these superficial ways of telling
whetherornotyou want toassociate with
a fellow human being have creptin.

He livesin a council estate? Not one of
us. Dresses differently? Not one of us.

| read a few days ago about the sad
break-up (and isn’t every break-up sad?)
of the rock singer Marilyn Manson and
his wife Dita von Teese, who married
hereinlreland justlast year. Whatever the
reasons, there are two sides to any story,
andnooutsidercanreallyjudgewhatgoes
on in a marriage. But of course, because
of who he is and how he looks, judge-
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ment wasimmediately delivered. Indeed,
one particularly and unnecessarily cruel
editorial in a local tabloid had to drag in
Satanism—asusual without puttingitinto
the context of the man’s thinking—and
making funofhisfanswhoweredescribed
as face-painted freaks.

I'm a reasonably conservative man of
forty-eight who last year did a small piece
on Manson in the lead-up to his marriage
and was amazed to discover—starting
with his appearance on Michael Moore’s
“Bowling for Columbine”—that here was
an articulate and insightful man. Yes, he
may have his own demons, as do we all,
but he showed far more compassion than
goons like Charlton Heston did concern-
ing the dreadful events of that day. At
least he cancelled the last five days of his
tour rather than turn up like the Spectre
of Death that Heston was (“From my cold
dead hands!”) when he held his vile gun
rally ten days later.

In the course of finding out what made
Manson tick | met two fans who livein the
village—Joelene Guinan and Francis Tier-
ney. | would have previously described
them as Goths but as Joelene pointed
out, they don't believe in labels; and how
refreshingitis to see the sentiments of the
‘60s cult television show “The Prisoner”
still alive with a couple in their twenties.
(For those unfortunate souls who have
never seen Patrick McGoohan’s superb
series, the point of it is the importance of
keeping our own individuality, with it’s
memorable catch-phrase—"l am not a
number; | am a free man.”) Having read
the despicable aforesaid editorial | decide
to call them to ask them to join me for a
drink.On our previous outing we had met
in a bar where the reaction to them was
reminiscent of the redneck behaviourin
“Easy Rider”. Something along the lines
of“The freak show is in town!” Still, com-
ing from the clowns behind it, | hope they
took it as a compliment.

In reality they are as smart, bright
and lovely a couple as anyone could
wish to spend an evening with. Joelene
is astonishingly beautiful and if people
can'tlook past the piercings, tattoos and
wonderful black clothes—the girl should
be modelling them on a catwalk—then
it's their loss. Her partner of five years
is witty, infectiously enthusiastic about
life and plays in a local Celtic Metal
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band. Any parent would be proud to have
themastheir children.Yet they encounter
wariness and hostility on a regular basis.
Interestingly enough, Francis told me that
the worst place they found this to be was
on avisit to France—why that should be
I have no idea. | just mention it because
it surprised me. Coming through Nice
airportin the South of France on a recent
visit| saw the great Johnny Depp walking
through departures.He was wearing what
appearedtobeanold man's cardigan over
some sort of indescribable shirt, a pair of
trousers that were a complete mess and
the most battered hat in the history of
civilization, yet he was the sheer epitome
of cool. He had the look of a man who
knew he had shed loads of lootin his bank
account, couldn’t care less what people
thought of him, and | couldn’t help but
admire the man. And he scarcely drew a
look from anyone.

You see? It’s all down to surface ap-
pearances. Don't forget that the crooksin
Enron and the ghastly crew in the White
House at the moment wear suits, shirts
and ties.

Would you buy a used car from them?

Gaelic Park Players
Hosting a Trivia Quiz

Competition!!

Put your General Knowledge skills to
the test!! onThursday February 22nd at
7:30 pm At Gaelic Park, 6119 W. 147th
St.Oak Forest

There will be a $250 Cash Prize for the
Winning Team! A maximum of 5 players
perteamwithanentryfee of $50 perteam.
Trophies will be presented to winnersand
runners-up.

The quiz is a a General Knowledge
quiz, each team will choose a county in
Ireland as their team name and win the
title of all Ireland Champions!

We are hoping to make this an annual
event at Gaelic Parkso gather your team
and come along for a night of fun and
brain teasing.

Proceeds will go to defray the cost of
GPP’s trip to Ireland in March 2007.

We will be performing our Spring show
“Getting Buried”by Peter Cunninghamin
St. Johns Theatre, Listowel, Co. Kerry on
March 10th and 11th.

Call John DeV|tt at 708- 710 8591
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is a native of Coolaclare, County
Clare and with this brother, John Joe,
played some great gaelic football for
St. Brendans—in Chicago back in
the 60's. His wife, Anne Marie, is a
native of Sligo, Ireland.

Col. Hickey is a graduate of the
Irish Christian Brothers St. Laurence
High School, on the southwest side
of Chicago and also of the Virginia
Military Institute. He has beenin the
army for 20 years and is married to
Maureen, a resident of Fort Hood,
Texas.

Col. Hickey needs no accolades
fromme, buthumblecongratulations
are in order for him and his brave
young Americans, who are fighting
a tough fight against an unknown
enemy in a strange land. They and
others put their lives at stake each
andeverytimetheyappearin public.
They ask no thanks, only our prayers
and good wishes and at least to be
remembered when they do some-
thing above and beyond the call of
duty. This historic feat deserves our
congratulations any time the oppor-
tunity presentitself. So congratula-
tions Col. Hickey. Chicago Irish are
proud of you and your fine family.
Guramile mait agat agus beannact
De leat. (Thank you very much and
God bless you.)

OurthankstoMaureen O'Donnell,
ofthe Chicago SunTimes, whowrote
the original story, entitled“The cap-
ture of Saddam.”

Thatcher Meets Her
Match

A bill to honor Maggie Thatcher,
former Prime Minister of Britain,
was being discussed in the House of
Representatives recently and was well
on its way to passage in a sub-com-
mittee, backed by a large majority of
Republican members, when Barney

sinking of a British nuclear submarine
of a Falklands warship with the loss of
323 lives, Mr. Frank related the facts
of the hunger strike in a Belfast prison
saying, “Thatcher is a very controver-
sial figure, who | didn't like!" He is
certainly not alone in that opinion.

During the terrible period of the
hunger strike, more than 5,000 Chi-
cagoans protested against the action
in one the largest protest meetings
ever held in the Civic Center, which
included relatives of the hunger strik-
ersand their Dail representatives who
came over from Ireland. More than
5,000 letters to Mr. Garrett Fitzgerald,
AnTaoseach of the Irish Dail, seeking
his aid to influence then President
RonaldReagantomediateasettlement
and stop the killing were delivered
to Mr. Fitzgerald in Dublin early in
September 1981.

Mr. Fitzgerald did help and as a
result of his action and that of Chicago
Republican Congressman Derwinski,
the Reagan Administration agreed
to meet at the White House with a
Chicago delegation. Four members of
the newly formed Chicago Organizing
Committee, John and Mary Cannon,
and Jim and Margaret O'Connell trav-
eled to Washington, D.C. and were
well received. But despite their strong
pleas for a U.S. Envoy to mediate
the problem and stop the killing, the
Reagan administration stuck to the
same old story that “The problem is
a British internal one and we cannot
interfere”’

Unlike the Reagan in-action, when
President Bill Clinton came to the
White House he appointed former
U.S. Senator George Mitchell to be his
personal Envoy to meet with the two
parties and arrange a Peace Process.
Mr. Mitchell spent more than ayear on
thisassignment and, indeed, notonly
gotthetwoopposingpartiestositdown
in the same room, but hammered out
a strong Peace Process. This showed

a promise of better things to come
including the ultimate re-unification
of the country, all 32 counties. Un-
fortunately, piece by piece, Loyalists
were allowed to tear it asunder, under
Republicadministration including the
George W. Bush government.

Our humble congratulations to
Congressman Barney Frank for pre-
venting this miscarriage of justice,
honoringalady whoallowed ten brave
young Irishmentodieonhungerstrike,
agonizingdeaths, whenshe could have
stopped it. And if Congressman Kirk
wants to show his gratitude at being
allowed toworkasanaide in the British
House of Commons, he showed poor
timing in presenting his billonthe 25th
Anniversary of such a tragedy.

Christian Brothers in
America

The centennial of the arrival of the
first Christian Brothers in America
was celebrated recently in New York
wheretheylanded September10,1906.
Brothers Ryan, Curtis, Kelly and Mol-
loy joined Fr. James Power, Pastor, All
Saints, in funding a teaching ministry
thathasnowspreadthroughouttheU.S.
and over 30 countries.

In 1920, they branched out to Chi-
cago and settled in St. Leo parish, on
the south side of the city. They opened
their first school at 79th Street and
named it Leo High School. In 1956
they opened Bro. Rice High School,
also on the south side, at 10001 So.
Pulaski Road. Some years later they
opened St. Laurence in Burbank just
outside of the city, again on the south-
west side.

The large alumni from these three
excellent Catholic high schools com-
bined with others from over 30 coun-
tries all over the globe no doubt have
produce thousands of prominent citi-
zens, indeed leaders of many profes-
sions such as law, medicine, religion,
education, public service, police, fire

Frank, a Massachusetts Democrat, on
a“procedural objection”sankit. [t was
then withdrawn from further discus-
sion, according to a fine story by Sen.
Editor Ray O’Hanlon, in a recent copy
of The Irish Echo.

The bill named “The Margaret
Thatcher Congressional Gold Medal
Act” was presented by well known
lllinois Republican Mark Kirk, who
was an aide in the British House of
Commons during the period 1981-
1983, whenten heroic young Irishmen
led by Bobbie Sands went on hunger
strike, after refusing to wear the garb
of criminals.They were detained on the
single word of a policeman and were
refused trial by judge or jury.

Inadditionto otherfactsmentioned
by Congressman Frank leading up to
thewithdrawal of the bill,including the|
Battle of the Falklands in 1982 and the|
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and many other high positions. But
most of all they have learned from
dedicated Brothers.

Edmund Rice was born on June 1,
1762 to Margaret and Robert Rice, just
striving to live in those terrible timesin
Ireland. Unlike most of their neighbors,
the Rice family was a tenant. They
owned a house in the town of Callan.
By the time of Edmund’s life some
of the harsher penal laws were being
relaxed. Some Catholics were even
allowed to be traders, merchants and
shopkeepers. Most of the population
was illiterate or unskilled workers for
the Irish tenants.

Hegrew upasmostyoungboysand
girls did. Played his favourite game
of hurling and even made camans (or
hurleys) for the poorer kids so that
they could play the national game of
Ireland. He attended a“Hedge School”

(schools set up by traveling teachers
for parents who could afford to pay.)
Later heattended acommercial school
in Kilkenny City.

At 18 he became an apprentice for
his uncle who was a merchant in Wa-
terford,anearby cityinanother county.
Hebecameownerofthebusinessatage
24. He soon married his Irish colleen,
Elliott. She died in childbirth, and
daughterMary,beingbornprematurely
and of frail health, was taken care of by
the Rice family.

Edmund was a staunch Catholic
attending mass almost every day and
prayed silently athome. He was greatly
concerned about the many poor boys
who roamed the streets uncared for.
Finally in 1802 after much talk and
preparation, he sold his business,
provided for his daughter, making
sure that she was in good hands and

L
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By Mike Morley

Black Humor

Some “funny” headlines have
been appearing lately. Often you
have to dig for them. And a strong
sense ofirony willhelptoappreciate
the humor. Here's one:

British Troops Arrest Iraqi Po-
lice

Basra, (UPI) -- Seven Iraqi police
officers were arrested Friday in
Basra by British troops on suspicion
of corruptionand operatingadeath
squad. The operation, which alleg-
edly involved more than 1,000 co-
alition troops backed by tanks, was
thefirst stage of a planto dismantle
Basra's Serious Crime Unit, the
BBC reported. British authorities
in the Iraqi city said the unit was
beingusedascoverfordeathsquads
and criminal activities controlled by
police commanders.

Police Involved In Collusion

“AreportbytheNorthernlIreland
Police Ombudsman (Watchdog)
Nuala O’Loan has confirmed col-
lusion took place between police
Special Branch and loyalist para-
military Ulster Volunteer Force
(UVF) murderers.”

Now there’s another topic you
don't see a lot of in our free press:
collusion. (Actually, | like the term
“conspiracy”. Collusion sounds like
something you do to an egg to mix
it with your beer.)We spoke with
Mrs.O’Loan after she addressed the
Irish American Unity Conferencein
Chicago a couple months ago, and
she promised some hot potatoes.
The report shows thata number of
Royal Police Special Branch officers
abetted UVF murders, as well as the
dealing of drugs, guns and explo-
sives. Downing Street reportedly
“hasbeenwarnedthatthefall-out...
willbeenormousanddeeply,deeply
embarrassing for authorities in the
North."Really?

These“revelations”are not news
to anyone who has cared to look
beyond their daily papers and news
shows for information about Ire-
land.And, despite thefact that most
peoplein 26 counties of that island
keep their noses pointed south; at
some point a stubbornness bred
through centuries may yet yield
as they acknowledge the elephant
standing behind them.

In that little area of the world
there are 3,268 unsolved murders
being examined by a special inves-
tigations unit.British headlines were
focused instead on the 1/2 million

poundrewardoffered
for information lead-
ing to the capture of
“the new Jack the
Ripper”.The reporter
quoted an official:
“This sort of thing
justdoesn‘thappenin
Britain.’ The same was said of the
other big murder headline:

Russian Spy Poisoned

Alexander Litvinenko, former
agent in the FSB, (the old KGB)
had defected to Britain and wrote
a book claiming that the FSB had
bombed Russian apartment build-
ingsin 1999 so they could blame it
onseparatistsasapretexttoresume
the war in Chechnya. (I know.
We'll get to Dublin-Monahan in a
moment.) Litvinenko got real sick
afterameetinginLondontodiscuss
suspects in the murder of Russian
journalist Anna Politkovskaya a
month earlier. She had been expos-
ing alleged humanrights violations
by Russian forcesand their Chechen
government allies.

What he got at a sushi bar was
a huge dose of rare and expensive
radioactive polonium-210,“at least
100 times”more than needed to kill
aperson.Onhisdeathbed,heblamed
Putin for the 7 million dollar meal.
Putin got real PO'd at the headlines,
andsaid Britain should have gagged
the ex-spy. He saw the affair as “a
carefully orchestrated public rela-
tions stunt”. (Litvinenko didn't live
to enjoy the results of his “stunt”)
Foreign Secretary Margaret Beckett,
in typical British understatement
said the Russian government had
“taken exception”to the deathbed
letter. Another minister said: “It
caused some alarm that this case is
obviously causing tension with the
Russians. They are too important
for us to fall out with them over
this” Home Secretary John Reid
told the cabinet “not to make as-
sumptions”, saying Litvinenko was
“involved with” organized crime,
the KGB, Chechens and exiled
Russian oligarchs. Not long ago the
Home Secretary would have thrown
in “The outlawed terrorist IRA” for
a couple extra points. Tony Blair
closed the cabinet meeting saying
“the most important issue” was
Britain's long-term relationship
with Moscow.

The story then dropped from the
radar screen Like Francis Gary Pow-
ers. But it may yet land on the big
screen. Variety says Johnny Depp
will be making a movie about the
liquidateddefector,andmayassume
the starring role. But there’s many
a slip twixt the eye cup and the lip
sync; and if Johnny gets a hint he
can'trefuse, he might have tozoom
out.Perhapshe'll be offered thelead

inyetanother Hollywood thrilleron
the “terrorist IRA". Harrison Ford
is really a bit long in the tooth for
his action BS (British Scripts) like
“The Devil's Own” and “Patriot
Games”.
Reiss To Step Down

Mitchell Reiss is to stand
aside after three years as special en-
voy to Northern Ireland. He is being
replacedbyseniorStateDepartment
official Paula Dobriansky, a promi-
nent neo-conservative who is the
serving Undersecretary of State for
Domestic and Global Affairs at the
State Department.

Gerry Adams criticized Reiss
last year saying, “l don't have high
regards for Mitchell Reiss’s input
into this process” and “If it is he
who is advising the president, it's
very, very bad advice” We wonder
if Gerry’s going to have any higher
regard for the new envoy.

Ms Dobriansky was Senior Vice
President of David Rockefeller’s
Council on Foreign Relations. She
is a member of the Project for the
New American Century (PNAC)
and one of a group of right wing
Republicans urging Bill Clinton to
attack Iraq and its WMD stockpile.
The PNAC roster includes: Richard
Armitage, William Bennett, Jeb
Bush, Ellen Bork, Dick Cheney,
“Scooter”Libby, Richard Perle, Don
Rumsfeld, and Paul Wolfowitz. To
boot, Dobriansky is also member
of Rockefeller’s Trilateral Commis-
sion,agroup along with the Council
onForeignRelationsthatisarguably
heir to Cecil Rhodes’ Round Table,
which sought to create a Federal
World Government, led by the Brit-
ish Empire and the USA.

But Irish up north might take
heartfromher2005 pronouncement
that promoting humanrightsis“the
bedrock” of U.S. foreign policy,
and President Bush is committed
to “stand shoulder-to-shoulder
with those who live in tyranny and
hopelessness and struggle for a
better life”

Speaking of old Cecil, Rhodes
Scholar Billery is again educating
Americans on proper usage.“There
aremoreand more peoplewhothink
they can get what they want by
shootin’or settin’off these roadside
bombs, ratherthanengaginginpoli-
tics. And when that happens, others
take up arms in defense... That IS
the normal definition of a civil war”"
Clinton, CNN 11-30-06. Of course,
thatdependsonwhatyourdefinition
of "is"is.

My favorite from BC:“l may not
havebeenthegreatestpresident,but
I've had the most fun eight years.”

Meanwhile Britain’s DUP-e and
defender of the faith lan Paisley,
with not one but two phony pre-

nominals (Reverend and Doctor)
continues to demand Sinn Fein-
forfeit the game before it's over by
pledging allegiance to the police or
MI5, and wants to freeze the party
out of the Justice ministry.

Trimble Will Not Seek Re-elec-
tion To AssemblY

An underwhelming headline.
Duh!Why would he?To get his butt
kicked again? He'sbeen granted the
Queen’s reward and will polish that
butt in London as LORD Trimble.
Inamove that many saw as political
(It's Nobel, not noble) UUP leader
Trimble, along with SDLP leader
John Hume, won a Nobel Peace
Prize for bringing about the 1998
Good Friday Agreement.Mean-
while the prime mover behind the
peace, aside from Gerry Adams,
has finally been given a modicum
of recognition. Although it won't
be blazoned in the press, we will
bold-face it here:

Fr Alec Reid Receives Aisling
Award In Belfast

Father Reid received the
Person of the Year accolade at
Belfast’s Aisling awards. The annual
ceremony, “Calling the Champi-
ons of the Changing Island”, is to
honor a significant contribution to
the community. The Redemptorist
priest from Clonard Monastery in
west Belfast witnessed IRA weap-
ons decommissioning last yearand
urged Basque separatists to call a
ceasefire. He played a central role
in the early stages of the Northern
Ireland peace process by secretly
bringing Sinn Féin leader Gerry
Adams into contact with former
SDLP leader John Hume and the
Irish Government. That led to the
1994 IRA ceasefires, and eventually
the Agreement.

The Anglo press (here and over-
seas) gave Reid some negative at-
tentionlastyearwhenheresponded
angrily to a Unionist heckler, and
likened Unionists to Nazis in their
treatment of Irish people in North-
ern Ireland. But the reverend is in
good companythere.lrish President
Mary McAleese, expressed similar
views on RTE two years ago.

Pressure On British To Investi-
gate Collusion

(Tell me you read THIS in your
morning paper)

Taoiseach Bertie Ahern was
being urged to pressure Tony Blair
to assess evidence presented by an
international panel of humanrights
experts in a report on killings on
both sides of the Irish border in the
1970s. The report presented con-
siderable evidence that the British
army and police were involved in
no less than 25 loyalist atrocities.
The incidents occurred on both
sides of the border and resulted

in 74 murders, including the May
1974 Dublin/Monaghan bombings
(33 dead) and the Miami Showband
massacre in July 1975. The report
found the conspiracy was known
to senior Royal police officials and
met with their approval, and that
“London officials had enough in-
formation tointervene”and did not.
Headingtheinvestigationteamwas
University of Notre Dame human
rights law Professor Douglass Cas-
sellwhosaid theBritishgovernment
wasduty-boundunderinternational
law to investigate.

The report was issued in Dublin
as well as Belfast, since half the
murders were done in the Republic.
That was in November. Did any-
body “read all about it"?Why am
| not surprised you didn't hear or
see it? Because as far as the entire
“free” press corps of the continent
of North America is concerned, it
did not happen. Google it. Search
all you please. It's been balled up
and tossed into the memory hole.
The story was reported, though; but
only selectively, where it could not
be ignored: BBC News, Ulster TV,
Irish News, Guardian Unlimited,
Irish Examiner, Belfast Telegraph,
Andersontown News, Sunday Busi-
ness Post.

Professor Cassell is to hold talks
with European Ministers and hu-
man rights groups, as well as US
government representatives. But
judging by what happened last May
when the U.S.House of Representa-
tives called on Britain to honor its
agreements with Ireland, | wish the
professor luck.Congress then had
voted 390-5, urging a full “inde-
pendent public judicial” inquiry
into the 1989 murder of Northern
Ireland civil rights lawyer Pat Fi-
nucane, gunned down in his home
in Belfast in front of his wife and
three children.The murderer, Loyal-
ist Ken Barrett, had testified to the
planningandassistance he received
from British forces. There again,
notone newsoutletinthe entire US
reported the story.

I'd really rather read about this
stuffin“our"“free” press and spend
more time writing“funny”stories of
the “ha-ha” kind. But that’s not in
the cards. It's a joke deck- stacked.
We'll see you mushrooms next
month.

Watch IRISH JOURNAL TV
Chicago- All cable systems:
Channel 19: Monday 7PM, Tues-
day 2PMComcast- (EImhurst
bills) 41 West suburbs— Channel
19: Tuesday 7:30 PMComcast-
(Skokie bills) 24 North suburbs
- Ch. 19 (or 35): Tuesday, 6PM

E-mail: IrishTV@ameritech.
net© Mike Morley 2007
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Bradfield and Arranmore Concert

Donegal based singer/song-
writer Marian Bradfield will be
joining Arranmore as their spe-
cial guest at Arranmore’s St. Pat-
rick Day (March 17th) concerts at
the Metropolis Performing Arts
Centre in Arlington Heights, II-
linois. Opening the concerts that
day will be the McNulty Irish
Dancers. The two shows will be

Arranmore

held at 1 and 4pm at the theater
located at 111 W. Campbell St.
in Arlington Hts. Marian Brad-
field’s albums are distributed in
Ireland by Claddagh Records at
mailorder@crl.ie

For more information on the
March 17th concert, please con-
tact the Metropolis box office at
847-577-2121.

157 Main Strect
Lhinamery Lariwve
wivw.ballvilovlepub.com

The Protigals wcenic Rock
Saturday, February 3
@ 9:00 pm $5 cover

e Fodigals ae ore of 0 miosn sacozssnl sands
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The Wolie Tones - Derek Warileld orisw

Saturday, Fehruary 24 @ 9:00 pm 55 cover
Saturday, March 17 @ 10:08 pm $10 cower
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Award Winning
a1

Yulbiad Besl Irish Puls, Cosl Driming, Chpens Mic and Overall $estaurmmt by reacders of
suberrbarr Mile L Magagine, Voled Best rish Pube by Waest Suboeben Livime Magaeinae,
Rated ~3 Forks™ wut of 4 by Chicaso Tribwne,

nei

To my friends in the Irish
Community for all your
suppart, Thank Youl
“m

To Yolunteer, pleasg call us at ;
and visit our website, wwrww.coone

;:I

-
3.275.3515
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Chicago’s Irish Eyes On the World: Neil Hartigan

By Jim McClure

You walk toward the chair-
man’s office of the World Trade
Center lllinois past a long row
of flags from around the globe.
It's no accident that the flag that
marks the end of the walk is that
of Ireland.

Chairman and CEO Neil F.
Hartigan has worn many hats:
Deputy Chicago Mayor, Illinois
Attorney General, lllinois Lt.
Governor and Justice of the Ap-
pellate Court.

Buthewearsnonemoreproud-
ly than Irish-American.When he
and wife Margie were honored
by the Ireland Fund, which pro-
motes peaceandreconciliationin
Ireland, he remarked”“People talk
about the Luck of the Irish—I
have known what it is to have a
wife like Marge and our kids, if
that’s not the luck of the Irish |
don’t know what is.”

Luck and Loss

Thatluckand subsequentloss,
Marge to lung cancer in 2003
and a daughter, Bridget Hartigan
Routh to another form of cancer
just last July are very present for
Hartigan as he reflects on his
more than forty years in public
service.

JusticeHartigansteppeddown
from his tenyearappointmentin
2002 to the appellate courtso he
could care for his ailing wife and
would later take in his daughter
to oversee her care and travel for
possible treatments. “Bridget
went through 12 operationsand
brain surgery. She was tough as
nails and gentle as a saint.”

It's clear that family and roots
(his Irish clan hails from Lim-
erick), are everything for the
68-year old Hartigan. He lives
just two blocks from the house
he grew up in Rogers Park. The
house defines the grief he still
feels for wife and daughter.”It’s
incredibly lonely. What you no-
tice most is the sound, or lack of
it. The silence in the home, you
can barely hear a thing now."But
he's far from alone.

“No I'm really blessed. My
son John lives across the street
and my daughter Elizabeth is
just down the street”He says
family keeps him going, and in
many ways a sense of family and
neighborhoodgothimstartedon
a life of public service'When |
grew up | didn't have one set of
parents | had fifty."The wisdom
and love of that older generation
would prove to serve him well as

he grew up”My dad told me ‘I
you want to change things you
gotta be in the room”
Chicago Government
Hartiganapplied that advice
after getting his law degree
and becoming involved in city
politics and taking on a variety of
roles within theadministration of
the first Richard Daley.’l remem-

berwhenlwasfirstintroduced — F.. i
the Mayor. He asked me "W|=™ik}

do you want to be involved
government?” Although in t
1960s it was especially intin
dating to be suddenly standi
before arguably the second mc
powerful Democratin the cou

try, one Irish American told a|

other of family and responsib
“I've always believed and w

taughtby my parentsthatyou #

given certain giftsin this life a
thatthe bestwaytogive backis|
government.Youcanhelppeof
who aren’t being treated fairl
The answer was good enoug
for Daley. Hartigan would b,
come a jack of all trades.
served as an administrative aicf@
for Daley, legislative counsel for
the city in Springfield, counsel of
the park district and counsel for
the health department.
Thatjob he had learned from
the ground up. While attending
law school at Loyola he would
go to class in the mornings and
shovel coal in a part time job
in the basement of the health
department building in the af-
ternoon and evening.But it was
the time in Springfield analyz-
ing issues in the state capitol
that would serve him the mostin
years to come.
State and National Initiatives
At age 34 Hartigan would
become the youngest lieuten-
antgovernorin the country and
would later serve two terms as
attorney general. He lost a nar-
row race for governor in 1990
to Jim Edgar before returning to
the private sector. “I've always
been a student of the legislative
process,” notes Hartigan. “With
every bill I've ever done | always
do it on economics.”
Ratherthan high-minded pub-
licconcern backed by platitudes,
Hartigan would emphasize the
public benefit, such as programs
forthedisabledthatgotthemback
intheworkplaceand contributing
to themselves and society."You
don't have toraise taxes if you've
got people working.”
Such emphasis on tangible

|!;__.

public benefits highlighted his
successful effort to the first
state department on aging in
the country during his tenure as
lieutenant governor.”We looked
at every aspect of a senior’s life,
fromhealthcareand publicsafety
to transportation and nursing
homereform."Hethenspreadthe
initiative throughou

)

101 1L
if they were in his shoes and
thenencouragethemtocharthis
progress on the issue ayear later.
“Daley Senior would say ‘good
politicsisgood government’and
he was right. There’s no sense in
having ajob if you don'tuseit to
help people.”
International Influence

Hartigan’s latest job does just
that onalarger scale: the world.
He now acts as matchmaker for
[llinois businesses seeking suc-
cess and fulfillment in interna-
tional trade.

Whether it's participating in
trade m|55|ons overseas or en-

cy WOUIU SEL d U

v i
ih
&

H PRSI PR
o o
T
¥ L. ) .

seehowdevastatingglobalization
can be. Why isn't government
doingalotmoretogetsmalland
medium sized businesses into
international trade? This is job
creation!”

Hartigan notes that only 400
U.S. businesses account for
80 percent of the international
trade.”When you think about it,
| .'Z_'-_-'-r"'-J_-_-l employee at Boeing

ola doing that a guy

siness in Rogers Park
——  says the issue is ac-
formation and people
J Trade Center lllinois
ther World Trade Cen-
Bd the country can help
trade assistance and

I-f taking webcams and
—emonthedeskoftrade
. Then you put thaton
of the local business-
d the overseas contact
e through visits and
ave electronic match-
says Hartigan, whose
ay include contacts
isiting emir from Qatar
or trade missions from Dublin to
Thailand.

On the local business level,
precise needs are identified and
matchedwithoverseasbusinesses
to make trade missions working
sessions of business-building ac-
tivity ratherthan mere ceremoni-
al and cultural exchanges."Now
it's serious business,’"emphasizes
Hartigan. “If you put the small
businessintointernational trade
you're keeping people working
and adding jobs.”

Much of the World Trade
Center initiatives that Hartigan
heads with his staff emphasize

i~ - o .TL n-_tl.:-aﬂ.‘-ln:_-

.t.

zation hosts a major economic
seminar between Ireland and
[llinois, often hosting an Irish
Minister of Commerce.

On a private trip to the ances-
tral home in Limerick he visited
a cousin there who is a teacher
with a house on the Shannon
River. Here a lady of the house
gave Hartigan perhaps his most
cherished accolade:"He’s one of
us, Michael. He's a fine man!”

Hisgreennecktiethathewears
in business, and the tie that he
proudlywearsinthe paradeevery
year, isan outward symbol of the
ties of Ireland and family that
have served him and the public
Neil Hartigan serves so well.

Neil Hartigan

The Hartigan Clan

O
o)
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CORe e
A “Reel® Irish Heooley

March oth  March 7th

White Eagle Banquet Alta Villa Banquets
6839 N. Milwaukee Ave. 430 N. Addison Road
Niles, IL Addison, IL
*Corned Besfand Chicken *Corned Beefand Chicken
Family Style Family Styls

1776 Joliet Rd.
St. Patrick’s Day
also featuring Don & Sue Reitsma

Lemont, IL
Orland Chateau Banquet
Musician & Singing Duet

March 13th, 14th & 15th
*Chicken or Shrimp
14500 La Grange Rd.

White Fence Farm
March 17th Il
Orland Park, IL
Family Style

Call For Full Menus - Times - and Other Shows Throughout The Year!- Only $30 for Luncheon & Show

Limited Seating - Book Early for Best Seats
Bring This Flyer to vour clubleader '
Book Us Now For YOUR MNext Senior Function!
Send Checks payable to Pat Gilhooly, P.O. Box 2462 Orland Park, IL 60462

Irish Books & MediaClosing

Soon

Irish Books and Media, run now by Ethna McKier-
nan, was established by her father, Dr. Eoin McKier-
nan, as a small offshoot of the Irish American Cultural
Institute he founded in the early 1960s.

While shows such as Riverdance and the advent of
the Celtic Tiger infused money and interest into the
American Irish community,Irish Books & media came
under pressure from corporate giants swallowing up
smaller publishers or raising order minimums to100
copies. The declining dollar, the rise of the Euro, and
the tripling of freight costs set the stage for the curtain
to come down.

As partofthe closure process,thousands oftitles have
been listed on line at 50% off.If there is a book or two
you are interested in, get online and make yourself a
deal, while helping Ethna stave off creditors. www.
irishbook.com/vindex.htm

Music, videos, calendars and other products. must
all go.

Pat Gilhooly: 1708-361-6067 Email: IRMUSIC@COMCAST.NET

"I/L\-L.(__t"iﬁé\_ (atteoe

BOLUWTICUE HOTEL

small
ads
get
noticed
too!

708-445-0700

Dublin City
Ramblers

Flute
Banjo,

Harp

WSI Hosts

Emerald Dinner

WestSuburban Irishisagain hosting
The Emerald Dinner, a fund-raising
evening of dinner, music and dancing
which will be held February 17, 2007
at Seven Bridges Golf Club. Proceeds
from the Emerald Dinner will be used
to help with expenses of the 2007 St.
Patrick’s Day Parade,and to benefittwo
very important charities: St. Baldrick’s
Foundation and Naperville Responds.

St. Baldrick’s Foundation raises
moneyandawarenesstobeatchildren’s
cancer. (www.stbaldricks.org)

Naperville Responds is helping
rebuild a community devastated by
Hurricane Katrina - Pass Christian, MS
-byraisingfundstorebuildhomesand
lives. (www.napervilleresponds.org)
www.wsirish.org.

Learn Irish Music
theTraditional Way!

Join the championship students of the
Irish Music School of Chicago!

Have fun, make new friends and
play for the rest of your llves!

Classes now avallable for...
Irish fidale
Tin whistie

Uliteann pipes
Irish Guitar,
Accordion & Concertina

Mixed Insaument Ensempiles

Group and private classes are
avallable for Kids and adults.

{en Gould opers at 4, with pedrmsncs by
The Mayers-hcHugh Scheool of iish Deaon.
For more Information...
www.irishmusicschool.com
g el Misinch 5, 2003 Sean at (773) 412-6166
8:00 pm !
Room packages starting at -

£99.00; inclucdes brenkfast and
two bchets to dhe ahowe,

www.TheldshCottage.com
506.2684.7474
Traditional [nsh busc

Inscpacrion and Performance
QESI LS Highvsy H, Calbme, I 51106
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EXPLORE and
APPRECIATE the
IRISH HERITAGE

cHsFaadH =0T

e
FRAGHAUNOWEN
6 "t'lilﬂ:m o] FOR

Saint Xavier University

offers a non-credit certificate
program in [rish Studies.
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Exmminne tha rich end variad histariss of Ieiasd
threugh thess coumess

B Clnlr Lonpusgn [ N [dsh Firiory
N lrsh Liwwoiww dniz Bin N Gaslic Lenguope 11
B lrsh Music and Doren B Ast and Cemalegy

Classes begin March 10th!

For mame Imrformaton sbout Exint Xevier's
irimh Exurdsa program, plesss il

(ro) Np3-22a0 ar valt un ut our Wah sl
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SAINT + XAVIER « UNIVERSITY

Chicago ¢ Orland Park

THERE'S VIETUE IN HARD WORE.
WWWSED.BdU

Eleel Terry Boyke

Aldermanic Candidatg
45" Ward
Febrouary 27, 2007

“One of the mosl prodaelive eommunily [acililigs
ligs within the 43" Ward”
The Irish American Herilade Cenler
A model f2iving commanity

Thank You [or Joar duppaort!
Terry Bogke

Gerry Flynn Presents

JOWN MEXIGH WAY'SS

Muelc, Song and Dance
on the Mayan Rivicra
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Gaelic Park
Essay Contest

Gaelic Park will sponsor an
essay contest open to all good
standing students in 6th grade
through high school. The essay
should address the topic “What
Does It Mean To Be Irish?” Re-
quirements for grades 6 through
8 are a maximum of three typed
pages (8 1/2 x 11) with awards
of $1000, $750 and $500. High

The Wolfe Tones

at Gaelic Park

The Wolfe Tones will appear
at Gaelic Park on Friday, Febru-
ary 23rd, The doors for this show
open at 7:30 p.m. with an 8:30
p.m. show time. Tickets to this
much anticipated show will go
quickly as the last appearance at
Gaelic Park did sell out. Tickets
are on sale now for $20 per per-
sonandreservationscanbemade
by calling Gaelic Park at (708)
687-9323. More information on
the Wolfe Tones can be found on
their website at www.wolfetone-
sofficialsite.com.

For information call Gaelic
Park at (708) 687-9323 or www.
chicagogaelicpark.org.

school students are required to
submitan essay of amaximum of
fivetyped pages (8 1/2x 11) with
prizes of $1000, $750 and $500.
Arandom draw awarding a $250
prize will reward the efforts of
entrants and give recognition to
otherthanthessixwinners. Essays
must be received at the Gaelic
Park front office by Wednesday,
February 28th. E- mailed essays
will not be accepted. Essays will
be evaluated by anindependent
academic committee.

(708) 687-9323 or visit www.
chicagogaelicpark.org.

For the Republic
Continued from page 15

war against it. Another similarity
between Britain in Ireland and the US
in Iraq is that the indigenous death
rates were not alone huge but are ag-
gressively covered up bytheoccupying
power and their local collaborators.

BRITONS are ahead of us re Iraq.
Being less deceived by theirgov'tand
news media than we were by ours,
millions of them protested against
invading Iraq.

US/UK/ISRAEL constitute a true
axis of evil. They all employ torture,
allare now genocidists, perpetrators of
the Supreme Crime. All are robbers of
theresources of other nations, all three

routinely employ deception, all have
assassination teams and perpetrate
atrocities to be blamed upon others.
All three clothe their crimes in the
vocabulary of democracy while claim-
ingtorepresentthemoral highground.
Their crimes are coordinated. Last
summer Bush & Comunitioned Israel’s
criminal destruction of Lebanon. Blair
added soldiers to Bush’s invasion of
Iraq (though all remaining Brit forces
in Irag have retreated to the relatively
safety of their base at Basra airport.
Ex-Brit army Colonel Tim Spicer, who
spranghissubordinatesaftertheywere
convicted for murdering McBride in
Belfast, has transferred his dubious
talents to Iraq where he has a $400
million contract from Bush & Co. Now
newsarrives of the death of Palestinian
Jamal Sarahen (35) in the Israeli desert
prison of Nagab. He was abused and
then denied medical attention.

TAKE HEART! Good shall ul-
timately triumph. But we must each
stand up. We must contact our two
US Senators and our US Congress-
man. If we believe in the rule of law;
if we won't allow ordinary murderers
to roam freely, we absolutely must
impeach and prosecute Bush & Co for
perpetrating the Supreme Crime, their
unprovoked wars on Irag, Lebanon
and, soon, Iran. Corrections are always
welcome; contact me at 312664 7651
or fogarty@ix.netcom.com.

= \Winstons

,,,',-'g 4701 West 63r0 Streer CHICAGO
S 773.767.4353

Q ¥ 7959 WesT 159TH STReeT TINLEY PARK
%ﬁ 708.633.7500

FuLL LINE OF
ImporTED FooDs
Rk o S S S kb o o e S
Product Available
at Fine Irish Shops

MADE FRresH DAILY:
IRISH SAUSAGE

BLack Pupbing

WHITE PUDDING

SobpA BreaD >
BACON All Over Chicagoland
Corn Beer WE SHIP UPS

SmokE ButTs anywhere in the U.S.

MAKING FINE IRISH SAUSAGE FOR OVER 40 YEARS!

ASHFORD HOUSE

RESTAURANT

For THE VERY BEST IN IrRISH CUISINE
STEAKS « CHOPS « PASTA

7959 WEsT 1597H STReeT TINLEY PARK
708.633.7600
WWW.WINSTONSMARKET.COM

Chriscopher Belz
FOoRr

2Alverman of che 30ch Warp

“May your blessings outnumber the shamrocks that grow,

And may trouble avoid you wherever you go.’

Hor infoermation about myvzelf, or volunt2ering opportunities plegss coneace,
Friends to Elect Chris BDelz

4407 M. Elston Ave. Chicago, TL 60630
www.chrishelz.com

T73-2806-T801
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This is the next of a series of columns on how the law can impact
your life.Each month we will focus on various aspects of the law
relating to personal injuries, those that happen both on-the-job and
otherwise, including mishaps which occur in driving vehicles, using
products and receiving medical care.The column will also respond
to legal questions relating to personal injury that are sent to us.

The Healy Law Firm is comprised of eight trial attorneys, two
of whom are from Ireland.We are located downtown at 111 West
Washington Street, Suite 1425, Chicago, Illinois 60602 (800-
922-4500 or 312-977-0100). www.HealyLawFirm.com.The firm
concentrates in the representation of injured victims of all types of

accidents.

Readers are encouraged to call or write with questions concerning

personal injury law.

Irish & The Construction Trades

Chicago has a well-earned repu-
tation as being a “working mans’
town”. Many Irish tradesmen have
cometoChicagotoseektheirfortune
and most have been successful in
providing for their families through
the construction industry. Tradition-
ally Chicago has always had a strong
constructionenvironment,andeven
in times of construction recession

throughout the country, it seems
Chicago has always had work avail-
able for those who were anxious to
doit. Today, a brief walk around the
Loop, or even a review of its skyline
will confirm that there are many
construction projects going on with
several cranes dotting the sky. The
Irish have contributed more than
their fair share to the building of

this great city. Unfortunately, from
time to time, construction workers
getinjured.

Therehavebeen various methods
of recovery for an injured worker in
the State of lllinois. Originally, the
common law provided recourse for
the injured worker by simply stating
thatemployers or personsin charge
of construction sites had acommon
law duty to exercise ordinary and
reasonable care to keep individuals
working on the site free from inju-
ries. However the defenses of con-
tributory negligence, assumption of
riskand the fellow servantrule made
it nearly impossible for individuals
that suffered injuries while working
on the construction site to recover
damages from persons in charge of
the work.

Structural Work Act

As a result of these difficulties,
The Structural Work Act, commonly
known as the “Scaffold Act’, was
enacted in 1907. Quite simply, a
violation of the Act occurred when
adangerousconditiononaconstruc-
tion site caused injury to a worker
engagedinextrahazardousworkand
the person having charge of thework
either knew or should have known
thatthedangerousconditionexisted.
Contributorynegligence,assumption

subscription

of risk and the fellow servant rule
were not defenses.Howeverin 1995,
a change in the political climate in
Springfield resulted in the repeal of
the Structural Work Act.

Workers’ Compensation Act

The Workers Compensation Act
becamelawin1911andprovidedem-
ployeesinjured inthe course of their
employment with a remedy against
their employers without regard to
fault.The Act is alive and well and
remains in effect today.However, an
injured worker is limited to specific
amounts they can recover under the
Act.Athird party lawsuit can provide
further compensation.

Section 414

In lllinois after the repeal of The
Structural Work Act the current
basis for pursuing what is known as
a third party claim is Section 414
of the Restatement of Torts. Under
section 414, full compensation can
behadwherethecompanyotherthan
the worker’s employer (e.g., general
contractor, subcontractor, or owner
of premises) had control of the work
involving dangerous circumstances
and where the worker is found to be
not negligent.

Section 414 imposes a duty on
contractors who retain a right to
control any part of a subcontractors
work, to exercise that control with
reasonable care.Thefocus ofany sec-
tion 414 analysis is on whether the
defendant, be it the owner, general
contractor,orindependentcontractor
(dependingonwhatthecasemaybe)
retainedtherighttocontrol sufficient
amountofthe plaintiffsworkthereby
establishing a duty.

Illinois Appellate Courts have
considered the following factors in
determining whether the right to
control the work was retained:

1. The right of the party to stop
work for safety reasons

2. The Authority to implement
safety rules/procedures

3. The employment of a safety
consultant who'is consistently pres-
ent on the job site

4.The consistent supervision of
the work

5. The consistent direction of
the work

6.The consistent coordination of
the work

7.The responsibility for insuring
theemployeeswithsafety precaution
at the job site

8.The authority to issue change
orders

9. The holding of meetings in
which safety issues are discussed

10.The ownership of the equip-
ment used at the work site

11.Theauthoritytoorderremoval
of unsafe equipment.

Ifthe owner, general contractoror
independentcontractorisinvolvedin

at least some of the eleven factors
listed, they may be held liable for
injuries suffered by workers on their
job site.Here is an example.

Michael is a plumber on a high
rise project.ABC is the general
contractor.Paddy’s Plumbing is the
plumbing contractor.Michael is
injured when Sammy Steelworker
is hauling steel from one floor to
the next and negligently drops the
steel onto Michael’s foot, breaking
his right foot.

Michael has a Worker’s Com-
pensation case with Paddy’s Plumb-
ing.He probably has a third-party
lawsuit against Sammy’s Steel.He
may also have a third party lawsuit
against ABC, if some or all of the
eleven factors listed above, pertain
to ABC's role in the performance
of Sammy Steel’s duties. In other
words, what control, if any did the
general contractor (ABC) retain in
the performance of theindependent
contractor’s (Sammy Steel’s) duties.

The issues involved in any con-
struction accident are frequently
complex and always involves facts
specific to the particular case.lf you,
or anyone you know is injured on a
job site, we advise that an attorney
be contacted immediately.

Jack Cannon

The Healy Law Firm

Jack Cannon was raised in
Ireland and is a member of The
Healy Law Firm.He has been
representing injured parties in

the ParplilisoREIOFEn
Y**"Tour in Chicago

The Pogues Reunion Tour hits
Chicago this time around with 2
shows at The Congress Theater
March 5th and March 6th.Tickets
available at Ticketmaster.com for
other info contact The Congress
Theaterat312-923-2000// 2135
North Milawaukee Avenue.

SEEKING EMPLOYMENT
Seeking F.T.Employment in Investi-
gative, Private Security or Law En-
forcement Positions. College Degree
and Police Experience. Excellent
References. (773)-628-7451.

SHAMROCK

ROVERS

ONLINE STORE

Wear a bit of green sraight from
Iralaridl for St Pabrieh™ Doy = foar
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US Residents

Urged to Vote in
Irish Elections

US residents entitled to vote
intheIrish Senate elections have
beenurgedtosecuretheirvoteby
checking that they are correctly
registered.

Sean O'Connor, (pictured)who
isstandingasacandidateforSen-
ate on theTrinity College Dublin
panel said:"There are over 5,000
registeredvotersresidentoutside
of Ireland.Because the Sen-
ate elections are carried out by
postal ballot, many peoplefail to
receive their voting forms if they
have moved since they gradu-
ated.By contacting the Alumni
office at Trinity and notifying
them of your new address, you
can secure your vote and make
sure that Trinity graduates can,
again, bethe catalystsforchange
and maintaina proud tradition of
service and leadership.”

Seén O'Connor is a successful
businessman who has worked
in the field of sports marketing,
promotion and management for
anumber of years.A native Dub-
liner, Sean is grandson of former
Irish Taoiseach Sedn Lemass.

Heiscampaigningonareform
platform because his research
shows a massive waste of tax-
payers’ money in both the NUI
and TCD constituencies during
elections.A passionate environ-
mentalist, he believesIreland can
becomeworldleadersin sustain-
able environmental practice.He
also believes that government
should improve investment in
sportinordertoensurethefuture
health and success of the entire
community.

The deadline for change of
address notifications is February
26thanddetailsofhowtocontact
the Alumni office can be found
on http://www.vote4reform.
com/voters-info

IAHC Features Paintings of Artist Julie San Felipe

The Irish American Heritage
Center, located at 4626 N. Knox
Ave. in Chicago, is showcasing
the artwork of New Berlin, Wis-
consin artist Julie San Felipe this
winter in the IAHC Art Gallery.

The Pull of The Moon and
Other Musings runs through
February 25, 2007. There will
be a free reception on Friday,

February 2 from 5-8pm. Gallery
hoursare Saturday from 12-3pm,
Sunday 1-4pm and during the
week by appointment.

The Pull of The Moon and
Other Musings features water-
color and calligraphy paintings
by San Felipe. The art of Julie
San Felipe goes beyond illustrat-
ing poetry, uniting her art and

words as one, bringing the
ditional dimension of litera
to each piece. Her visions = 4k
emotions fromreadingverse |
as intimately integrated intc
paintingsasthetextiswoven
thesurroundingsand melted .
the fabric of the paper. '
For more information on
Pull of The Moon and O

il

Musings, call the IAHC at "/

282-7035, ext. 10.

marquette bank
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The Irish Rover
By Jim McClure

The Problem Is Not With
Your Set

Television news is rapidly
dying.

And as | return home to Chica-
go from Alaska from my second
stintin this fascinating business
of covering history as it happens,
| have to say the trend is self-
inflicted and has little to do with
audienceslosttothelnternetand
other forms of communication.

Inanerawhenthe hottesttop-
ics are pictures of Britney’s and
Lindsay’s pantaloons (or lack
thereof), we've lost the ability to
find and tell stories of real worth.
For myself I'm afraid I've be-
come Charles Kuraltin a Geraldo
world... the art of storytelling in
TV news is little valued, nor is
experience or expertise.

| trace it to the first time |
returned to Chicago to become
apublicrelations executive after

For your next Fundraiser

Have a day out at the Races!
great prices for

® FUNDRAISERS ® RETIREMENTS
® REUNIONS ® CORPORATE
® FamiLy OUTINGS

Call Ann
at 1 888 289 6296"

Hawthorne Race Course
Your Place for Fun!

astintin the news business back
in 1988. Shortly after news con-
sultants started emphasizing the
“impact” of “live” coverage of
“breaking news.”

It wasn't that live coverage
wasn'talready a staple, minicams
and live mobile trucks had been
available for truly newsworthy
stories since the 1970s. One re-
callsthe gripping coverage when
Bill Kurtis of WBBM-TV rushed
tothesceneofan Ltrain thathad
fallen off the tracks at State and
Lake in 1977, or the deadly DC-
10 crash at O'Hare in 1979.

But what started the slippery
slope in the 1990s was the idea
thatanewsstationmustgoliveto
holdtheattention of viewers.And
most recently this has degener-
atedtogoingliveonalmostevery
story. The anchor shouts “live!’,
the on-scene reporter shouts
“live!”and in case you missed it,
sodothegraphicswithawhoosh
and a flash.

The only aspect that’s been
left out, in many cases, is the
news itself. If the mantra of
television news is “Live, Local,
Late-breaking!” the endearing
symbol is now a reporter (the
younger, cheaper, and inexperi-
enced the better) standing by a
crime scene tape where some-
thing happened the day before,
orstanding in front of a building

the next day.

“It could have been much
worse,” is the cliché expression
of theimagined almost-disaster.
Along with this comes the an-
chor-ization of all news. What
usedtobeastable of experienced
and talented reporters covering
specific beats (on occasion beat-
ingthe newspaperonstories) has
become a superficial march of
twenty-somethingswhodolittle
more than “anchor” their live
introductionsand closestoavery
brief piece with little or no narra-
tion and almost no insight.

Indeed in Chicago and other
major markets a close inspec-
tion of the young reporters hired
will find that they usually were
anchors in their other smaller
markets.In short thishasbecome
abusiness where anchors never
reportand reportersareanchors.
As viewership and ad revenue
decline from middle-aged view-
ersleavingindroves a desperate
and ill-founded attempt to gar-
ner younger viewers by hiring
inexperienced journalists and
mere newsreaders only worsens
the disparity of information and
interest.

Last | checked there were
more than a few Irish-American
males in Chicagoland. You'll
find almost none in television
newsrooms here. Nationwide
the situation is much worse for
Asian males—there are barely a
handful in the industry.

Males have left the news busi-
ness in droves as fewer positions
are available for them and the
overemphasis on female view-
ers and Oprah-matching stories
have given male viewers little
motivation other than to switch

over to ESPN for sports. Jour-
nalism schools report a shock-
ing lack of males enrolled and
two-female anchor teams are
becomingthestandardinmanya
morningorevening newscast.It’s
not uncommon now in Chicago
to see a weekend morning show
with female news, sports and
weather anchors and a female
lead reporter as well. What hap-
penedtonewsroombalance?The
encouragingmovetowardfemale
equality and newsroom diversity
of 30 years ago has turned into
littlemorethanagraduateschool
foryoungattractivefemalesmore
concerned with “being on TV”
than telling a story or witnessing
history.

It'sno coincidence thatbeauty
pageant contestants speak of
“television anchorwoman” as a
job they aspire to. It's an insult
tothemanytalentedwomenjour-
naliststhathaveearnedtheirkeep
atthe local and national level by
paying their dues, developing
their sources and getting great
stories. And with no penchant
forlooking into a studio camera
and reading lines someone else
has written for them.

No, thisis isn’t the same busi-
ness it was 20 years ago and of
most concern, even what it was
a year ago. Network and cable
news divisions are undergoing
massive cuts. New charlatans of
corporatecost-cuttinghaveadded
the growing trend of “backpack
journalists”or“videojournalists”
now being hiredin majormarkets
as well as smaller outlets. The
one-man band of a beleaguered
freshmanreportertryingtofunc-
tion as both photographer and
reporter has now reached San
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Books in Review
Continued from page 5

the largest of the Aran Islands - Inis
Mor. The ship docked at Cill Ronan,
and | walked the few miles to the
impressive Bronze Age fort of Dun
Aungus.

The landscape was impressively
beautiful—small green fields sepa-
rated by gray stone walls, few trees
but an abundance of bushes, small
plants and gorgeous flowers.

Now Dufour Editions brings us
a book that explains the beauty of
what | saw. Nature Guide to the Aran
Islands by Con O’Rourke. Sitric/Lil-
liput Press/Dufour Editions, Chester
Springs, PA, 2007. ISBN 610-458-
5005; 184 pages; $36.95.

The Aran Islands are blasted by
the Atlantic storms and seem to
be mostly barren stone with some
patches of pasture. But they actually
teemwithavastnumberofflowering
plants, lichens and vines. A huge
variety of birds, butterfliesand moths
live there. And in the sea are many
kinds and shapes of seaweed.

This handbook would be a useful
reference for tourists and biologists,
as well as for the people who live on
the Aran Islands.

Do you like history? Do you love

Mature Guide

{1k
Aran lslands

GO O AOLAAE

amystery? | love both and they are
combined in this marvelous book.
Billy Boyle: A World War Il Mystery
by James Benn. Soho Press Inc., New
York, 2006. ISBN 1569474338; 286
pages; $23.00.

The mystery is set in World War
Il England. The time is a few days
after Pearl Harbor and American
entry into the war.

British forces and small contin-
gents of foreign troops (Free French,
Free Poles, a Norwegian battalion,
etc.) are all that stand in the way of
complete Nazi victory.

Billy Boyle is a 22-year-old Irish
American from Boston, who has just
joined the American army. In civil-
ian life he was a detective with the
Boston police department. Shortly
before America entered the war he
had been promoted from patrolman

to detective.

His detective skills—and fam-
ily connections—get him posted to
General Dwight Eisenhower's staff.
Boyle's relatives think he'll be safe
there. But then the General is ap-
pointed Commander of U.S. forces
in Europe. And he wants Boyle to
investigate a sensitive matterforhim.
Boyle’s relatives don't know the dan-
gers he will encounter as he relent-
lessly pursues this assignment.

The Norwegian government in
exile sponsors the Norwegian Bat-
talion. This is composed of soldiers

JAMES R. BENN

AmENMIC BEABREN'N EO|TIRN

dedicatedtoreturningtoNorwayand
freeing the country from Nazi con-
trol. They are ethical, high-minded,
and dedicated soldiers. The Norwe-
gian king escaped from Norway’s
invaders and lives with this small
army in England.

There is one problem. There is
a spy, or traitor, among the Norwe-
gians.The spy is close to discovering
then plans of the Allied forces for the
invasion of Norway.

Billy Boyle, the street smart
detective formerly with the Boston
police, is assigned by General Eisen-
hower to find the spy.

Billy Boyle: A World War Il Mys-
tery was suspenseful and realis-
tic—altogethera gripping read that
lenjoyedtothelast page. And lhope
JamesBennwritesanotheroutstand-
ing World War Il mystery.

Record-Breaking Play
“Doubt” Coming to
Chicago

The Irish American, John Patrick
Shanley, wrote the play Doubt.ltwon
the 2005 Pulitzer Prize for Drama
and the Tony Award for Best Play.
Itis the largest grossing play in the
history of Broadway!

This article is based on an inter-
view with Shanley that appeared in
the February 2006 issue.

Shanley grew upin a very Catho-
lic Irish American family in the
Bronx neighborhood of New York

City. Military service was a tradition
in his family, so after leaving school
he joined the Marines. He is now 55
years old and has written 25 plays.
He lives in New York City and is
engaged to Paula Devicq.

During the interview he was
“boyishly funny” but could quickly
become “unnervingly direct.’

The play reflects the attitudes
of Catholics about the Church in
the pre-Vatican Il days of the early
1960's. We had unquestioning trust
in the Church’s authority. But says
Shanley, “The style of the Catholic
Church was about to change.”

The playwright goes on to say,
“In Doubt I'm dealing with the hi-
erarchy of the Catholic Church and
how it deals with a problem that is
not really modern, but one that has
cometo lightin a dramatic way only
in recent times.”

“Doubt is set in the 1960’s in a
Catholic school in New York City,
where a nun becomes suspicious
whenapriestbeginstotaketoomuch
interestinthe lives of theyoung male
students”

“Most of the time, what prevents
us from taking the right course of
action is not a lack of intelligence,
but a lack of courage”

| can'twait to see this emotionally
powerful play.

It will be presented at the La-
Salle Bank Theatre, 18 W. Monroe
in Chicago. The box office number

2193 00931400

Crippen:

A Novel of Murder
By John Boyne

In the basement of 39 Hilltop
Crescent, high-ranking Scotland
Yard Detective Walter Dow discov-
ers the piecemeal body of one Cora
Crippen, a modestly famous music
singer and socialite. There are two
things missing: her husband... and
her head.

Upon discovery of Cora’s body,
it was realized that Dr. Crippen and
hismistress hadfled the domicileand
perhapsthe country.Meanwhile, the
SS Montrose prepares to set sail on
a two-week voyage from Antwerp,
Belgium to Canada, Among the
1,300 passengersaretheunassuming
Mr. John Robinson and his young
son Edmund.But there are afew sus-
picious eyes watching, knowing not
everything is the way it seems...

With acrobatic storytelling and
vibrant dialogue, John Boyne mas-
terfully weavestogetherwhatis sure
to be one of the most captivating
historical mysteries of our time.
Based on a legendary murder case
from Scotland Yard, Crippen is a re-
creation told in haunting, personal
detail, from Dr. Crippen’s sordid
beginnings to his bitter end.

Crippen: A Novel of Murder
by John Boyne. A Thomas Dunne
Book/Griffin Trade Paperback, 2007.
ISBN: 0-312-34359- O 352 Pages;
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Quiz Night - IAHC

The IAHC has hosted this chal-
lenging trivianightfornineyearsand
lastyear’s quizzes were more popular
than ever.The monthly quizis a fun
way to test your trivia knowledge.
Thereis a different quizmaster each
month, so the styles of quiz vary.

The 2007 Nights will be held on
January 19, February 16, March 23,
April 20, and May 18.

The quiz costs $30 per team, with
no more than six players per team.
There will be prizes each week for
thetopthreewinners.Foodanddrink
isavailable in the Fifth Province. For
moreinformation on QuizNight, call
the IAHC office at 773-282-7035,
ext. 10, or www.irishamhc.com.
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1552 5 Roberts Rd. * Palos Hills
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FULL SERVICE AGENCY
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Gaffney Travel

Samving tha Irish Commurity of Chicogadand Sines 1980
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Apple Vacations
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Las Vegas
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Visit our Website
wwwi.gaffneytravel.com
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Welsh Aphrodisiac: More Romance, Less Money

InWales, romance comes three weeks ear-
lier than the rest of the world as the Celticland
celebrates the life of afifth century princess, St.
Dwynwen, the Welsh Patron Saint for Lovers,
on January 25th each year.

As legend has it, Dwynwen, the prettiest
of the Welsh King Brychan Brycheiniog's 24
daughters, fell deeply in love with a Welsh
prince Maelon Dafodrill, but herfatherforbade
her to marry him. Maelon was so outraged by
this that he left her. She begged God for help
to make her forget him and was then visited
in her sleep by an angel who gave her a sweet
drink designed to erase all memory of Maelon
and to turn him to ice. When she awoke she
prayed to God again for help and was granted

TRAVEL SERVICE
" .M“

274 Rouse Ave., Mundelein, IL 60060
Phone: 847-566-3301
www.sullivanstravels.com

LET US HELP YOU EXPERIENCE IRELAND

SELF-DRIVEN, COACH
OR CHAUFFEUR-DRIVEN

Ryan’s Travel & Tours

Ireland Sale!

In celebration of
Ryan’s Travel & Tours long tenure serving
the Irish community, we are offering special
pricing on all CIE Tours* for travel in 2007.

Call 773-774-8770 for details

We ok forward to helping you with all
your iravel needs.

*land anly

Ryan’s Travel & Tours

7218 W Touhy Ave Chicago IL 60631
Tel: 773-774-8770 Fax 773 774-8344

e-mail ryanstravel@sbeglobal.net = www. ryanstravelandtours.com

three wishes. She wished that
Maelon be unfrozen, that she
never marry and that God an-
swer all requests made by her
on behalf of lovers - all three
wishes were fulfilled and she
devoted her life to God.

Wales’ finest hotels and
spasareaddingamodern-day
aphrodisiacandextendingthe
seasonofromancebeyondthe
traditional day for lovers with
sensational savings, romantic
mealsandfreehis-and-herspa
treatments.

Sir Bernard Ashley’s flag-
ship 23-room hotel Llangoed
Hall is offering a rate of £99
(+$192) for two including full
Welsh breakfast. All rooms
and suites are included in this
offer, even Paulton’s Suite
which features an eight-foot
by eight-foot four poster bed
on which several celebri-
ties, world leaders and roy-
als have rested their heads.
Welsh designerLaura Ashley’s
original desk can be found in
Room 7 among the antique
furnishings. Accommoda-
tion at this exquisite country
house hotel usually ranges
from £195 - £400 (+$380
- +$777), so think of all the
chocolates, flowers, perfumes
and champagne one can buy
with savings of up to $587.
This romantic deal is valid
now through March 10, 2007.
Visit www.llangoedhall.com

For those who find the
notion of relaxing at a cliff-
top marine spa romantic, St.
Brides Spa Hotel is the place
to go.Perched on a headland
above Saundersfoot Harbour
and Carmarthen Bay, the St.
Brides Spa Hotel in Pem-
brokeshire, South West Wales,
is offering discounted winter
rates, upgrades to sea-view
rooms with balconies and a
complimentary three-course
meal ora 25-minute spatreat-
ment for guests staying two
nights. Visit www.stbridess-
pahotel.com

Theeight-roomManorhaus
in Ruthin, North Wales' new-
est boutique hotel, restaurant
and art gallery all in one, is
offering a one-night St Dw-
ynwen break (January 25)
from £135 ($262) per couple.
Thisincludes dinner, bed and
breakfast, use of their Finn-
ish dry sauna and hammam
steam room. For those who
can't make it on Wales's day

for lovers, the chic hotel is of-
fering savings all winter long
for guests staying two nights.
www.manorhaus.com.

For tourist information on

CLARE

Wales please check www.vis-
itwales.com, email walesin-
fo@visitbritain.org or call, toll
free, on 1800 462 2748
NOTE: The exchange rate
used is GBP £1:5US1.94

CLARE
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Luxury 4 Bedroom Home in

Center of Clare. Close to all
amenities. Sleeps up to 8.
www.westclare.net/claremanor
US phone: (815) 603-1433

Luxurious new 3,000 sq

ft vacation home in Doolin
Breathtaking views of Galway
Bay and Aran Islands. Hosts11
people comfortably. Avail now.
www.cliffhouse-doolin.com
email: sawgrass@candw.ky
Phone: 1 (345) 947 0892

B

Ue=ign Your Liwn
Fly & Drive: Faskages
Chauttaursd Tours
Larss Caslles
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CORK

MIZEN HEAD SIGNAL STATION
Ireland’s must experience most
south westerly point! Exciting
wild Atlantic Ocean visit. Buy
ourDVD.ContactStephen:info@
mizenhead.iewww.mizenhead.
iewww.mizenhead.net

OCEANFRONT RENTALS
Private ocean front cotfages in
W. Cork - Bantry Bay. Live the
dream! 3 Bdrm, Whirlpool, 2
frplcs, 3 bath. Seeps 8. 414-
687-0994 fx 414-449-8666
Direct: 011-353-27-60116
www.anirishvacationsite.com

CORK/KERRY REAL ESTATE
Investments. American agents,
Carey Conrad/Sherry Fitzgerald
No real estfate taxes! Ask for
Christina or Carey at Sherry
Fitzgerald Daly Kenmare
011356364 41213.
www.seandaly.com

HERON'S COVE

Restaurant and B&B

Fresh Fish and Wine on the
Harbor. West Cork near Mizen
Head. Comfortable Roomsand
Good Food. Contact Sue at
info@heroncove.iewww.heron-
scove.com www.heroncove.ie

DONEGAL

Urris Hillside Cottage, Buncra-
na, Donegal. Newly Renovated
3 bedroom 2 bath sleeps 8.
Available April through August
Spectacular Country Location
www.urrishillsidecottage.com
In US: (815) 344-8893 In Ire-
land: 011-353-7493-41008

Culandoon House, Donegal.
Brand new luxury 3 bed 2
bath home overlooking Glen
Lough. Spectacular views.
Sleeps 6.
www.culandoon.com

(856) 8587170

Greencastle Donegal

2 bdr (sleeps 5) ocean view.
swim, fish, golf avail. $650 wkly.
Mary 215-646-1570.
www.carrowhughcottage.com
Donegal Country Home

3 Bedroom Furnished Country
Home For Rent in North West
Donegal. For more information
call+1-617-308-3582

Donegal Thatched
Cottages

uwmw DonegalThatchCottages.com
tel. 011 363 71-917-7197

DUBLIN
ART FROM IRELAND
Popular Dublin Art Gallery
The Green Gallery
www.GREENGALLERY.IE.Land/
seascapesandstreetscenesby
wellknownartists.Orderonline
and we will ship direct to you.
TopFl,StephensGreenCtr,Dub-
lin 2011.353.14783122
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Bilst & st B
[ I = L ]

Er R TTrva arkaran
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Enchantinglreland. com
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GALWAY KERRY SLIGO ALL IRELAND ALL IRELAND ALL IRELAND

‘Cidnas gan Uaigneas’
On the Aran Islands
www.aranislandshotel.com
Phone:
011-353-99-61104

Experience The Beauty of
Connemara The Rock Glen
4*Country House Hotel
Golf,Walking,Cycling,
Horse Riding,Fishing etc
www.rockglenhotel.com e-mail
enquiry@rockglenhotel.com.
reservation 011353 9521035

HOUSE FOR SALE
GALWAY

2 bedroom1 bath, large liv-
ing room, Cottage on 1/2
acre.5milesfrom Loughrea.
Newlyremodeled.Pinefloors
&ceilings, central heat, sep-
tictank,openfirelplace.Only
200,000 euros. Large shed
on property. Ideal starter
or retirement. Close to bus,
shops, post office and ga-
rage.email:martinconnell@
hotmail.com.
011-353-087-9417471

KERRY

WALKING & HIKING
In IRELAND
Guided & Self-Guided
Fully inclusive HOLIDAYS

www.SouthWestWalkslreland.com

Darby O'Gills Country House
Hotel - Killarney

Close to many fine golf courses
and the Ring of Kerry

Tel: 011353 64 34168

Fax: 011353 64 36794

Email: darbyogill@eircom.net
www.darbyogillskillarney.com

Shaminir, Quality bed and
breakfast situated on the
famous Ring of Kerry overlook-
ing Kenmare Bay, close to
some of the world’s finest golf
courses, inc. Ballbunion &
Waterville. www.shaminir.com
011353-64-42678
FOLEY'STOWNHOUSEest 1949
An award-winning 4-Star bou-
tique style hotel & restaurant.
QuietplaceinbeautifulKillarney.
www.foleystownhouse.com
info@foleystownhouse.com
phone: 011353 64-31217

fax: 011353 64-34683

The Acres B'n’B on the Dingle
Peninsula, Spectacular views
of the Ring of Kerry & Minard
Castle. 5 mins drive from
Dingle & Fungi the dolphin.
www.theacres.co.uk
enquiries@theacres.co.uk
011353 669157520

LAUREL TREE COTTAGE
Cottage for rent, sleeps 6.

15 miles South of Killarney.
Walking distance from Caragh
Lake. Excellent salmon & trout
fishing.www.gortnagown.com
011353 66 9760122

Muckross Riding Stables &
Bed & Breakfast. 3.5 miles
south of Killarney. Beautiful
setting surrounded byKillarney
National Park & Lakes

011353 64 32238
www.muckross-stables.com

SAOIRSE TOURS Transport
to/from Shannon Airport b/b
Dingle. Guided tour of Historic
Dingle Peninsula, Cliffs of Mo-
her, Burren, Doolin. Max 5 peo-
ple. Further details: Fran Ryan,
3 The Wood, Dingle. Co. Kerry.
tel 011 353 66 9151969 cell

011 353863772195

LR |
Stayin a historic white-washed,
thatchedcottage.Updatedwithall
ofthecomfortsoftoday.Setinan
idyllicpastoralsetting,intheheart
of the southwest. Sleeps 6. Call
William Harty 630-790-9902
Website: cottagemaryrose.com

Beautiful Oceanfront
Cottage in Dingle for rent
Newly remodeled and furnished.
Four bedroom, four bath cottage
with a fabulous view of the ocean
at the mouth of Dingle harbor.
Short walk to beach and only two
miles from Dingle town. Sleeps 8-
10. Call Colleen 312-399-8793

KILDARE
VISIT OUR

ART GALLERY'!

Bog Oak Treasures & Art Studio
Have your art shipped to you or
visitourgallery onyour nextvisit
to Ireland. Laurence Harney
Irishtown Upper, Dublin Road,
Clane, Co. Kildare

Phone : 011353 45 868537 or
011353 87 2465168

email: IDHStudio@eircom.net

DO IT YOURSELF
IRELAND
Affordable Advertising

708-445-0700

Holiday home for rent
in south Mayo
Convenient to Cong, Galway,
Conemara, golf, &fishing.Three
ensuite bedrooms. Full kitchen.
beautiful views Emailomalmi1@
netnet.netforinformationorcall
920 606 2073 after 5:00PM.

SLIGO

Sligo / Grange - 4 bedroom
holiday bungalow w/ pan-
oramic view of Benbulben in
scenicNorthSligo. Convenient
to Sligo, Bundoran & Mullagh-
more. Restaurant & bars close
by. Call Mary
011-353-71-91-63707

TRISED CARDE QIR CT

AirTickets -

Faper Preanael Celric Sadnreny with
v s (e ainl ik erie.

&B's = Bus Tours @ Rail Tours

__Serui beaity it bie seang %,Ear?.- Van Rentlal z Insurance
SHEAE v Mok ik el roup Tours and Farnily Reunions

Reseryations: 1 868 690 6797

E-'b S
LA || o - - - -
T |pqann wanw s hilireside. comn

woalas e & opadeax

Cigl Lhe Ins el Sooep
wn sl ool

Irish Vacations
Flights
Car Hire
Hotels
Castles
B/B's and Lots More

Stay in an historic 1820's Gate

Lodge.ClosetoLoughDerg.All ]
comfortsofhome!Rentweekly.

800.662.055(

www.annaghgatelodge.com
info@annaghgatelodge.com

WESTMEATH

SHAMROCK LODGE HOTEL

“IRELAND 2007 see
Athlone & District
Tourist Guide. log
on to www.acis.ie”

irishONE.com
Irish Goods:

3ifts, Celtic Ar

Excellent for gatherings, wed-
dings & functions. Conference
facilities for groups of 10-250.
Private landscaped gardens &

car park. New bar-food lunch

menu served daily. Carvery

lunch, sundays - 12.30 - 4pm. REACH 300,000
Relax ang enjoy tfhfe excellent American-lrish
service that we offer in warm

and friendly surroundings Readers

40 new exec bedrooms & mini = monthly =
suites12apart/hotelswithaful-
lybuiltconferencecentretothe on these pages
highest of standards. Reserva- o
tions: Tel 090 - 6492601Fax: Call Cliff

090 - 64 92737
www.shamrocklodgehotel.ie-
info@shamrocklodgehotel.ie.

at 708-445-0700

IMALINE IREL ANIY

600 INSPECTED
COASTAL COTTAGES

Tow il Futfutt Taclichay L Toreland
cet i el i-mterings holiday property

From €10 per person, per night

Ireou Jaws of Keewr & Faorks 1o Year

Cranl oI Ievlawdy Imos Dianegml 1
ThaLe oo, Wic Rl ¥ el sl
WaLe i 4.

Am H.-':HE lesrwricams < rhe B<mcch in

why sy walla g, wdead lor ceaplew, larnily,

L'.".Ililllj' . ﬁ'.‘lrll gL rl:-ll [[F15 II'.'I!-'-' IiIJI s

www.lmaginalreland.com
rHore 01144 1756 707771

Lipaning HMArE Fan fo 10 QAT Sun ko Fri

Lmagine
Iralaan

LES ROUTIERS IN IRELAND
The Road to Good Food.
From a castletoa B'n’B,

a restaurant, pub, café or
foodshop. Les Routiers
selectsthe best.Bookonlineat
www.routiersireland.com

Visiting Ireland?
ww IrishAcsommodationGuide.com

www DublinHotelReservations.com
www.IrelandCarReservations.com

d.Com |

rTours

DSl

IRELAND ESCORTED

The ultimate tour of Ireland.
Privateescortedtourwithyour
owndriver/escort.Customized
itineraryformaximumcomfort,
safety, & enjoyment.Call us at
1-888-827-3466. Visit us @
www.irelandescorted.com

COACH / BUS HIRE

We coverall Airportsinlreland.
Friendly&helpfuldrivers.Great
rates. Large & small groups
welcome. info@joelawlor.com
www.joelawlor.com

Phone: 011 353 61 39 0080

car rentals

[ire & car® from Ireland 5 fangesk awand whanlng
dependent car rental compary;, with plck-up
lofatlens atall majr alipors For less than 320 per
day, based on r2nal \n Kay 200,

Cavan Car Rental

All major airport & city locations.
Economy to Minibus. Manual & automatics.
Competitive rates, all major credit cards.

www.CavanCarRental.com
info@rent-a-carie  +353 49 436 1441

Us Toll Free 1 877 3473227
Aook aniine now at; wrw.bits i ameniaks. com

LeBia L bk Do e L BT g

We Enow the Roads

The largest privataly-ownsed car rental
campany it Ireland Tor mara than S0 years,

1-800-331-9301

www.DooleyCarRentals.com

Lostroon Polpore BMIT
O ——

FTARfTFTERMNMATIA ANAELE TIOIFRS

Your Imland Expearis
Povicing Excolionoe in
mhnlhﬂ:mdﬂi
Yoaooions minoo 197
Tomrs Tom $354 0 340  Owe weal YomrSons Trom A0
For a frea brochurs viaih wawaw bmit.com

Call surr rish Expeda of 1-800-982-2 199
fiw fights, hadels, cor ol ond more.

s bhim od whan bonking ond Sove 350 par pesan
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Og. O Ceallachain

When the need for flood lights

arose forthe Rugbyand SoccerInte

nationals to be played at Croke Park"U9bY:

" GAA president Nicky

thismonth, the Government steppedB€nnan said “The associa-

in with a grant of 3.5m Euro to mee

ttion will have to be sensitive to

the cost. This was an exceptional€Verybody’s needs. He also said

gesture by Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern
on behalf of the Government. The

that aspects of the “pageantry”
surroundinginternationalgames

GAA's response was indicative off'd beenfinalised, as wellasthe
the great bond that has developedmatter of protocols. It has been

between the two parties. This woul
not have happened had the GA

not amended its controversial Rule
42 which prohibited the playing of

soccer and rugby on GAA ground

The ground breaking decision to
open Croke Park to rugby and soc-
cer has met with universal approva

gagreed that the sensitive issue
aof National anthems will allow
the playing of the “God Save
the Queen” the British anthem,
at those fixtures involving Brit-
ish teams, but the “Union Jack”
flag will not be flown. It will be

jreplaced by the “St George's”

S.

with sportsfollowers throughout the''@9:

country.

The GAA will be hoping that

Otherwise. those internationalthere will be no adverse reaction

matches would have been played a

tto the playing of the “foreign”

a British venue, something whichga@mes on the hallowed sod of

would have caused resentment i

Ireland. Speaking about the decision

Croke Park this month. So far

n
there is only good will being

to open up Croke Park to soccer and®XPressedatthedecisiontoopen

up the National stadium to other

WQ¥
fo

be too painful, too boring, or too 1
Walking to the front door is exerci

SpOfES. There could be anotner,

rish,Running Legend

ams
J etting fitter can be far simple

mproving and maintaining fitnes

bonus for the GAA should the
games go off satisfactorily. It has
been hinted by president Nicky
Brennan that the use of Croke
Park for “exhibition matches”
is to be discussed by the GAA
shortly and that will generate
more finance for their coffers. It
goeswithout sayingthatthe new
Croke Parkis undoubtedly one of
thefineststadiumsinEuropeand
possibly in the world.

Media organisations unfamil-
iar with Croke Park that will be
covering matches therethisyear,
have visited on match days last
summer and according to park
officials were“blown away” with
what they had witnessed. They
had a visit from the BBC who
wereamazed withwhatthey saw.
They seeitas a hidden jewel that
they didntknow about. Stadium
manager Peter McKenna said
“It’s a glorious opportunity for
the association to show whatit’s
abouttoamuchwideraudience”
And so say all of us!

Armagh football manager Joe
Kernan and Tipperary hurling
boss ‘Babs” Keating have been
appointedtoaspecial committee
thatwillmake recommendations
to the Rulebook Task Force,
whose proposals will come be-
fore Congress in Kilkenny in
April. Under the chairmanship
of Cork county secretary, Frank

Murphy the Task force will deal
with various anomalies that cur-
rently exist in the rule book.

The players will be represent-
ed by Eoin Kelly (Tipperary) and
Paddy Christy (Dublin): Dave
Coldrick (Meath) and Aodain
MacSuibhne (Dublin) will offer
the refereeing perspective on a
committeethatalsoincludesDan
McCartan (Down); Frank Burke
(Galway); PJ McGrath (Mayo);
Pat Darcy (Tyrone); and Paddy
Collins (Westmeath).

Wexford football boss Paul
Bealin has confirmed that dual
star Redmond Barry will be
lining out solely for the football
squad this season. Bealin had
talks with the St Anne’s forward
and has been given assurances
that he will be concentrating on
the big ball code this year. Bealin
said “l believe it is impossible
to combine both codes but if a
player wants to play hurling and
football, | would not stand in his
way”.

Former Clare football man-
ager Donie Buckley has been
drafted in by Peter Ford in a bid
to boost Galway’s fortunes this
year. Buckley, who was joint
manager with Clare last season
with Barry Brennan, has taken
over as forward coach with the
Westerners. The scale of the task
wasemphasised afewweeksago

[Launches Online Fitness Training

that you ever thought. Everything you need lies right outside your

door.Thatis the message frgm one of Ireland’s greatest ever athletes, Sonia O’Sullivan, who says

can be simple. Sonia explained:“Many people think they can’t exer-

Sa mcghink exercise is not for thefn. You may think you are not fit enough to start, that it takes up too
i

me, or that you'll need lotslof expensive equipment. Other people are put off by thinking it will

nuch of alonely battle. The truth is that exercise is highly accessible.
el lt uses muscles and burns calories.” Sonia says that the problem is
often due to people seeing or tryifg inappropriate exercise. The mother of two says:“Your exercise has
to be suitable for your lifestyle, yqur diary, your level of fitness and what you want to achieve.”

Sonia has produced her own onjine exercise system that allows people to exercise at their own level,
etable that suits them. She says, “The first thing you do is choose

to achieve their own goals,on a t
your goal and fill out a profile. Th{s means we can set the right type of exercise on the right days for
you. The training is then emailed ¢ver so you can just print it off and follow it on each of your exercise

days.”You can choose whether yo
simple instructions for each exerc

training will be adjusted accordin

rtraining is based on walking, running or both. Then just follow the
se session. All you need is a space to walk or run and a watch to time

ly. Exercise programmes range from a‘1st Steps’walking schedule

yourself! If your circumstances or anls change you can just update your profile and your next week of

and a weight loss programme thr
your level of ability and your diar

ugh to training for a 5K event or marathon. All these are tailored to

Sonia’s exercise schedules are prlg]ed from €18 per month for the standard package. After signing up at

the website www.sports-fitness.co
frequently asked questions arising

,each week you will receive your exercise schedule. Instructions and
from the exercise sessions are available at www.sports-fitness.com.

when Galway forward shot 19
wides and beat lowly Leitrim by
0-7 to 0-4 in the FBD League.

There was good news for
Wicklow’s new manager Mick
ODwyer, who has welcomed two
former Wicklow players—Keith
Byrne and Barry O'Donovan
back to the fold. Byrne was one
of the county’s best forwards but
opted outlastyear.Donovanwas
agreatperformerandisdelighted
to be part of Dwyer’s squad in
training.

Former Derry boss, Kevin Mc-
Naughton, has been appointed
thenewmanagerwiththeTyrone
hurlers. He led Derry to two Ul-
ster swior hurling titles, and will
try and gain promotion from Div
3 to Division 2 this year.

Waterford hurler Eoin Kelly’s
bitter dispute with Mount Sion
finally came to an end recently
when he completed a club trans-
fer to intermediate side Passage.
The former All Star has been in
dispute with the county champi-
ons, for whom he has plsyed all
of his life, since he was dropped
for the Munster club hurling
final against Toomevara (Tipper-
ary). Kelly vented his anger in a
newspaper interview, and as a
resultwas suspended by his club,
Mount Sion.

Duddy’s Garden
Bout Announced

Irish Ropes Promotions an-
nounced in press conferencesin
Boston and New York City on
January 22 and 24, respectively,
plansforthe March 16th return of
IBA World middleweight cham-
pion “Ireland’s” John Duddy,
headlining a live pay-per-view
event, which will be broadcast
live all over the world, includ-
ing on pay-per-view in North
America from The Theatre in
Madison Square Garden.

“Ireland’s” John Duddy of
Queens, NY via Derry, N.Ireland
has a record of 18-0, 15 KOs and
is rated WBO #7 & WBA #9.

For more information, visit
irishropes@email.com
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N Fo's s the Fongest Standing Restaurant aw Orlond, Pork
Taste the difference and experience over 40 years of fradition.

Comfortable atmosphere
Ao w with affordable cuisine

'“":w 7 Duys & 7 Nights o Week!

' Any size group
10-25-35 up to 160

Private room, reservafion 4

=% or open seating

5 = Reharsal Dlamars W
iy et Pt it
Bunquets starting at 56%F per person |

Dine In * Banquets * Carry Out * Delivery * Cateing

We can accomodate up to 500 people — Parking available across the street

9655 W. 143rd St. Orland Park 708.349.2111
11247 W. 187th St. Mokena 708.478.8888
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