


































Wexford Invites You 
to the Gathering 2013

Located on the most south-
easterly tip of Ireland, is a gem 
best known as the ‘County of 
Wexford’ the home of the an-
cestors of John F. Kennedy and 
‘Father of the American Navy’ 
Commodore John Barry, the 
county is offering an invitation 
for you to join in their celebra-
tions of U.S. and Irish links for 
the Gathering Ireland 2013.

Wexford boasts 137 miles 
of coastline featuring golden 
sandy beaches, rocky head-
lands, cliffs, more beaches and 
nature preserves. The county 
is dotted with historic towns, 
amazing natural beauty and 
is rich in heritage and culture.

Celebrating the unique links 
of the county and the U.S. a 
series of events and festival 
have been organized for 2013. 

In June 2013 the memory of 
Wexford man Commodore John 
Barry known as ‘The Father 
of the American Navy’ will be 
honoured in his hometown at the 
second annual John Barry Mari-
time Festival in Wexford town. 
And from June 24 to July 3 in the 
town of New Ross the memory 
of President John F. Kennedy will 
be honoured and remembered 
during a series of events for 
the JFK50 – fifty years on from 
the visit of the President to his 
ancestral homestead in the town.

 John F. Kennedy, 35th Presi-
dent of the United States of 
America, received a raptur-
ous welcome on an emotional 
visit to his ancestral homeland in 
1963. Thousands of well wishers 
cheered and waved flags on his 
arrival at New Ross town from 
where Patrick Kennedy, his 
great-grandfather, had set sail 
for a better life in America back 
in 1848 during the potato fam-
ine.  It is envisaged that crowds 
of Wexfordians, Irish visitors 
and U.S. visitors will take to 
the quayside of New Ross in 
2013 to honour his memory.

For the 50th anniversary of 
this historic visit the Kennedy 
Homestead Visitor Centre will 
be officially opened in Dun-
ganstown where the Kennedy 
family legacy will be celebrated 

in a new state of the art exhibi-
tion. Also opening is a dramatic 
new Quayside development ad-
jacent to the Dunbrody Famine 
Ship in New Ross, which will 
include a boardwalk linking 
the JFK statue to the ship and a 
sculpted podium marking the 
spot where JFK delivered his 
homecoming speech in 1963.

A packed programme of U.S. 
style events are in the pipeline for 
the second annual ‘Irish America 
Day’ on July 4th. The day recog-
nises the strong ties between Ire-
land and the United States. For 
New Ross, those connections are 

particularly important. John F. 
Kennedy’s great-grandparents, 
emigrated from New Ross, as did 
the grandparents of playwright 
Eugene O’Neill and thousands of 
other immigrants who left from 
the quays of New Ross, and their 
journeys have been immortalised 
by the Dunbrody Emigration 

History Centre.The wonder-
ful 62nd international Wexford 
Festival Opera will take place 
from October 23 to November 3 
in 2013 and thousands of visitors 
will make their pilgrimage to 
Wexford Festival Opera in search 
of buried operatic treasure. 

The 2013 festival will include 
three major productions and a 
packed programme of morning 
events, lunchtime concerts, af-
ternoon short works and recitals, 
and late night revues. As if this 
wasn’t enough, a vibrant fringe 
festival will offer everything 
from art exhibitions to sing-
ing and swinging pubs.  The 

physical beauty of the Wexford 
landscape is also something not 
to be missed; the pretty coastal 
villages speckled with thatched 
cottages are a sight to behold.  

Visit the peaceful fishing vil-
lage of Kilmore Quay and take 
a short trip to the Saltee Islands, 
taking in the sea life whilst gain-
ing an alternate view of the rug-
ged coastline. If Curracloe Beach 
looks familiar, it is, as it served 
as the spectacular Omaha Beach 
in the film Saving Private Ryan.
There is probably no better place 
to begin in Wexford than with 
its rich and varied history, it’s a 
county filled with heritage fea-
turing some of the finest castles 
and historic sites in Ireland. 

The recently restored En-
niscorthy Castle in the heart 
of Enniscorthy town has been 
home to Anglo Norman royalty, 
Gaelic Irish lords and English 
gentry down through the cen-
turies.. Enniscorthy town is 
also home to the 1798 National 
Rebellion Centre a centre. The 
battle of Vinegar Hill is now 
re-enacted every August, provid-
ing an insight into the famous 
battle, which marked a turn-
ing point of the 1798 rebellion.

From Enniscorthy take a short 
hop to the remains of Ferns 
Castle and Tapestry, a 13th cen-
tury castle, which even though 
a shadow of its former glory 
now, features a uniquely in-
tact fine circular chapel which 
original cornices and features. A 
guided tour will bring amongst 
others the story of the resident 
King of Leinster ‘Dermot Mc-
Murrough’ who brought the 
f irst  Normans to Ireland.

Continue through the county 
returning to its ample coastline 
and take in a visit to the world’s 
oldest operational lighthouse 
‘Hook Lighthouse’. This magnifi-
cent building was recently award-
ed the title of the ‘World’s Flashi-
est Lighthouse’ by Lonely Planet.

A short spin from Hook 
Lighthouse is Tintern Abbey a 
magnificent example of a 17th 
century Abbey now home to 
the wonderful restored Col-
clough Gardens and a vari-
ety of great walking trails.

Heading to Wexford Town, 
the county opens up further 
treasures- on the outskirts of 
the town sits The Irish National 
Heritage Park, to which a visit 

is like no other imaginable. 
Surprises wait around ev-
ery turn as you explore 
35 acres of this remark-
able heritage trail. From 
campsite to Ringfort, mill to 
Fulacht Fiadh, Crannog to 
Viking house, every activity 
is an unexpected adventure 
into 9,000 years of ancient 
Ireland. The world you 
enter is an authentic recre-
ation of Ireland’s heritage. 

Wexford town is the coun-
ty’s center of heritage of-
fering a 4km heritage trail 
pinpointing key sites and 

buildings from Wexfords colorful 
past. The trail ends at the 12th 
century Selskar Abbey, attract-
ing many genealogists as this 
site houses an array of interest-
ing names on the many ancient 
graves surrounding the abbey.

Having taken in the heritage 
sights of Wexford a vibrant 
cultural rich and varied experi-
ence is waiting to be explored. 
Wexford is home to the wonder-
ful Wexford Opera House host-
ing the world famous Wexford 
Festival Opera, annually since 
1951. The county has produced 
some of the world’s finest mu-
sicians and singers including 
the notable wonderful Irish 
tenor Michael Londra. Chicago 
based Michael is one of Ireland’s 
great musical exports, Michael 
is lauded at home and abroad 
for his talents, in particular his 
rendition of ‘Danny Boy’ garner-
ing 6 million views on Youtube.

Within a short distance of 

the town is one of the finest 
examples of gothic architectural 
splendor, Johnstown Castle is 
an absolute must for your list. 
A marvelously pompous pile 
rebuilt in full gothic glory in the 
19th century is open year round 
and houses the most wonderful 
array of gardens, 20 hectares 
originally laid out by the famous 
Daniel Robertson in the 1830’s. 

Heading south into the 
county New Ross hosts a body 
of Irish history and heritage, 
visit the homestead of Presi-
dent John F Kennedy and the 
JFK Arboretum which houses 
over 4,500 varieties of trees  
and shrubs in a 252-hectare estate 
of pure peacefulness. The Ar-
boretum is part of the exquisite 
and varied Wexford garden trail, 
featuring in excess of 21 gardens 
of all varieties and sizes of, well 
worth a visit! New Ross hosts the 
Dunbrody Experience and rep-
lica Emigrant Ship on the Quays, 
the characters of the ship bring 
the story of the Irish Famine and 
emigration to the ‘New World’ 
(America) to life in a gripping 
tale taken from the annals of the 
ship reflecting on the experiences 
of real passengers. 

Leaving New Ross and again 
heading towards the coastline 
there is a wonderful example of 
a fort, Duncannon Fort, built in 
1588 in the expectation of an at-
tack on the area by the Spanish 
Armada. The Fort is surrounded 
by a 30 foot high dry moat; this 
fort was active until the 1920’s 
it now houses military memo-
rabilia and artifacts from the 
many ship wrecks of this section 
of coast. 

The county of Wexford offers 
a wonderful variety of accom-
modation from pretty cottage 
rentals, bed and breakfasts to 
five star destinations spas. The 
tales of hospitality are legend-
ary, the county is home to sev-
eral wonderful traditional Irish 
pubs the type that will draw 
you in and encompass you in 
an atmosphere that will make 
you feel more Irish then the Irish 
themselves. 

For everything you need to 
know about holidaying in Wex-
ford, Ireland see www.visitwex-
ford.ie

Johnstown Castle, Wexford
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NEW ❏    RENEWAL ❏              Family $50 ❏  Individual $30 ❏  

Name   ______________________________     __________________    _____
                                           last                                    first                    initial            

Spouse  _____________________________      __________________    _____
(if joining)                          last                                    first                    initial            

Address _________________________________________       _________ 
             street                                                           Apt/Unit # 

               ________________________________  _______  _____________  
                              city                                   state                   zip               

Donation enclosed $________  (Checks payable to Chicago Gaelic Park)

Mail to: Chicago Gaelic Park Membership
                 6119 W. 147th St, Oak Forest IL 60452
phone: 708.687.9323           fax: 708.687.0120       
www.chicagogaelicpark.org       www.facebook.com/ChicagoGaelicPark

Membership 

Fri Jan 4 Ray Gavin
Sat Jan 5 Rico Quinn
Mon Jan 7 ND “Irish” vs Alabama - BSC 
  Bowl Game in Florida
  Pub Specials - Corned Beef Sandwich $5
  Pint of Guinness $3.75; Domestic Buckets $10
Wed Jan 9 Frank Rossi
Fri Jan 11 The Ploughboys
Sat Jan 12 Coco & Fancy
Fri Jan 18 Pat Smillie
Sat Jan 19 Rhythm Futur
Fri  Jan 25 John Dillon
Sat  Jan 26 Safe Haven
Thursday evenings at 7:30pm, members of the Irish  
Musicians of Chicago with their students, perform a traditional 
Irish Music Session every Thursday  at 7.30pm. 
Sunday evenings at 7:00pm, Open Jam Night
All are welcome to participate...so please bring your talent to the 
Carraig Pub and  join in with these groups!

Admission is free to the Easter 
Egg Hunt, Heritage & Harvest, 
Halloween Party and 
Christmas Tree Lighting and 
associated activities is free. 
A nominal fee is charged for 
Southside Sunday & the GAA 
games. Tickets are required 
for the Family New Year’s 
Eve Party. Food and drinks 
are available for purchase at 
all events. In addition to the 

events above, Gaelic Park hosts a Mass 
and Irish breakfast on the 2nd Sunday 
of the month starting in November 
and ending in May and Irish Fest each 
Memorial Day weekend. All events are 
affordable and kid friendly and would 
be a great tradition to establish with your 
family. Our Special Events Committee 
has done a great job adding events 
to our calendar. We are open to other 
suggestions to further expand our line-
up of Family Friendly events – please 
contact the office with any questions or 
suggestions.

Family Friendly Options at the Park!
Over the past 18 months, 
Gaelic Park has made a 
concerted effort to provide 
affordable family friendly 
options to our community. A 
growing calendar of events 
for all seasons has transpired 
where families can gather with 
loved ones and friends in a 
safe and social setting. There 
are games and activities for 
the children while the parents 
can catch up and have the craic. Here 
is our typical (and growing) line-up:
Southside Sunday, St. Patrick’s Week              
Easter Egg Hunt  
GAA Games for all ages in the Spring  
and Summer months                      
Heritage & Harvest Day in September 
with field games for children                    
Halloween Party with games and a 
haunted hay ride                   
Christmas Tree Lighting with carols                
and reindeer games  
Family New Year’s Eve Party from 4pm – 
8pm 



Bridie Gallagher – The Girl From Donegal
Bridie Gallagher was born near Crees-

lough, Co Donegal, on the 7th September 
1924.  She was the second youngest child 
of James and Bridget Gallagher, with six 
sisters and three brothers, and lived for 
most of her childhood years in Ards at the 
foot of Muckish Mountain.  

The Gallaghers were a hard-working 
family, of modest means, but all active in 
local sports and music.  There was little to 
suggest in 1924 that this little 
dark-haired girl would one 
day become one of the most 
famous and glamorous sing-
ers ever to come from Ireland 
- one of its most successful 
recording artists, performing 
in many of the great theatres 
of the world and on TV and 
radio shows.  

As a child, Bridie had two 
great passions, camogie and 
singing.  Along with her sis-
ters Maggie and Grace, she 
played for the Creeslough 
camogie team and was widely admired as 
a fast and talented forward player.  But it 
was her singing that captured most peoples’ 
attention.  She sang on her way to school 
two miles from home at Massinass National 
School; she sang at home when helping with 
household chores; she sang in the choir at 
Doe chapel.  Even when she left school at 14 
years of age to work in the post office at Doe, 
she would sang as she worked; sometimes 
suffering the postmistress’s sharp tongue. 
When she was about 15 years of age, a 
Franciscan priest called Father Andrew in 
the nearby Franciscan Friary at Ards noted 
Bridie’s singing talent.  He invited her to 
sing on one of the many concerts in Crees-
lough Hall.  She was immediately acclaimed 
locally as ‘a good wee singer’ and soon was 
singing regularly with the local band.  

Just at that time the O’Shea travelling 
troupe visited Creeslough setting up their 
show in a tent for a week. The owner saw 
Bridie sing and realised this was more than 
just an ordinary talent and invited her to 
join the show. So off she went on her very 
first ‘show-business’ tour around Donegal 
and Sligo as part of the O’Shea troupe with 
its musicians, dancers, actors (performing 
short one-act plays) and even jugglers!  But 
a few short weeks later she went back to 
Creeslough.  She returned to work at the 
post office but she had been smitten by the 
‘show-business bug’.  She took every op-
portunity to sing on stage and dreamed of 
singing in far-away exotic places, just like 
her idol Vera Lynn.

Like so many young Irish men and 

women in the late 1940’s, jobs were hard to 
come by, and all too often emigration was 
the norm.  Bridie and her sister Grace went 
to Belfast to live with their Aunt Mary on 
the Donegall Road and work as ‘domestics’ 
in the grand houses of the rich on Belfast’s 
Malone Road.  She continued singing, but 
now in halls (Parish, Orange and Town) in 
Belfast and around counties Antrim, Down 
and Armagh.

The singing was initially 
for fun, but soon she was 
offered money to sing.  Not 
large fortunes of course, 
but for a young 23 year 
old in 1947, a couple of 
pounds to sing 4 songs on 
a local variety show was 
an extremely attractive 
supplement to the small 
earnings she had doing 
domestic work.  She was 
soon contracted to a Belfast 
show-business agent called 
Harry Baxter and found 

herself in growing demand.  At that time her 
repertoire included the ‘chart-toppers’ of 
the times, mainly songs by Vera Lynn, 
Rosemary Clooney and Doris Day. In 
1948 Bridie met Bob Livingstone, a 
Belfast boy who took the same bus to 
work every morning as her.  They fell 
in love, and married in September 1951.  
While he worked as a coachbuilder, 
Bridie stopped the domestic work 
but continued singing occasionally in 
local concerts, and they settled down 
in a small flat on University Street in 
Belfast.  

Her popularity was spreading and 
she was still singing the ‘pop-songs’ 
of that time until one fateful night, 
waiting to go on stage in a concert 
at St Columb’s Hall in Derry,  other 
singers performing before her sang 
every song she had planned to sing.  
She was desperate. What could she 
do? Then the Belfast taxi-driver who 
had brought her to Derry for the con-
cert said “Bridie, give them all those 
lovely Irish Ballads you sing in the 
taxi – they’ll love it”.  And so she did; 
the first being The Whistling Gypsy, 
followed by Glenswilly.  The response 
was amazing!  Here were songs long 
out of fashion but yet clearly not forgot-
ten, with meaning and pathos every 
member of the audience in Derry that 
night could understand.

That was the night in 1953 Bridie 
Gallagher became an Irish ballad singer.  It 
changed her life.  In the following months 

she changed her repertoire and became 
the girl singer who was different from the 
rest, with a voice that was unique, often 
described as “having a tear in her voice” 
and ideal for Irish ballads.  Her popularity 
grew and suddenly she was in real demand, 
being paid (a little) better money, placed 
higher on ‘the bill’, and getting offers of 
work with big names of the time to perform 
in their variety shows.

Then a London talent scout, Dick Roe, 
from DECCA records came to Belfast to 
audition singers, one of whom was Bridie.  
When she sang he immediately heard a 
voice that was different, a style that was 
unique, a young woman of great beauty, 
and recognised a potential star.  Bridie 
signed a recording contract there and then 
and was soon in a studio recording her very 
first record A Mother’s Love’s A Blessing 
which was released in 1956.   

The record was an immediate hit – in 
Scotland!  Sales around Ireland were good, 
but in Scotland, with its large Donegal emi-
grant population, she became a big success.  
Demands for her performance rocketed.  
She also signed with her first professional 
manager, Nelius O’Connell, based in Dublin 
and was soon singing in concerts, increas-

ingly theatres rather than parish halls, all 
over Ireland.  Her popularity soared further 
being a recording artist with records being 

played almost daily on Radio Eireann.
Performances in theatres like the Theatre 

Royal in Dublin and Empire Theatre in 
Belfast become the norm.  She was the ‘Top 
of the Bill’, and more recordings followed.  
In 1957 she released The Boys from Co Ar-
magh and it established her immediately 
as Ireland’s top recording artiste selling 
internationally as well as in Ireland.  In 1958 
she recorded one of her first albums under 
the title The Girl from Donegal (one of the 
tracks).  Thereafter on every concert poster 
and billing she became known as “Bridie 
Gallagher – The Girl from Donegal”.

By 1958 her career was really reaching 
a crescendo.  She was touring England 
and Scotland playing more and more of 
the great theatres. In that same year she 
changed management to one of London’s 
top agencies - Solomon’s.  Phil Solomon, 
originally from Belfast, was a major influ-
ence on how Bridie was presented on stage, 
and in the media.  He introduced glamour 
to her styling. He insisted on only the best 
stage gowns, musicians, musical directors 
– everything had to be top class.  Phil told 
Bridie “In two years I’ll have you at the 
London Palladium, and I’ll bet you a new 
car I do it!”. 

Bridie continued touring and record-
ing under Solomon’s expert guiding 
hand attracting more and more praise 
from critics, fans and promoters.  Ap-
pearance fees rocketed.  The crowds 
attending were enormous by the stan-
dards of the 1950’s and indeed even 
today, 60 years later.  Every promoter 
recognised Bridie as ‘the big draw’ 
where audiences numbering thousands 
were not unknown.  She started Sum-
mer Seasons in seaside theatres in Dun-
garvan, Bundoran, Butlins Mosney, and 
Isle of Man. 

In 1958 she made her first of 14 tours 
to the USA working for Harry McGurk 
and Bill Fuller in New York, Chicago, 
Cleveland, Detroit, San Diego, San 
Francisco, Philadelphia and Boston.  
Life was becoming a hectic whirlwind 
of travelling, rehearsing, performing, 
recording, and by this time all the while 
being mother to two little boys, Jim 
and Peter. Then one day in late 1958 
Phil Solomon announced to Bridie “I 
told you I would do it, and I did.  You 
are to perform on Sunday Night at the 
London Palladium on 4 January 1959”. 
And she did.  And she got her car! A red 
Singer Sunbeam convertible! 

The London Palladium was the 
pinnacle of her career.  Every artist in 

show-business around the world dreamed 
of being on that stage. Very few ever lived 

Continued to page 24

Bridie in 1958

Bridie with Margo and Daniel O’Donnell (2000)
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Once Nominated 
for Grammy

Once, winner of eight Tony 
Awards including Best Musical, 
has been nominated for a 2013 
Grammy Award for Best Musical 
Theater Album. The production 
was also named Best Musical by 
the New York Drama Critics Circle, 
Drama Desk, Drama League, 
Outer Critic Circle and Lucille 
Lortel Awards. 

Once will begin a US national 
tour the summer of 2013.

The cast features Steve Kazee as 
‘Guy’ and Cristin Milioti as ‘Girl.’ 
Also in the company are David 
Abeles, Will Connolly, Elizabeth A. 
Davis, David Patrick Kelly, Jillian 
Lebling, Eliza Holland Madore, 
Anne L. Nathan, Lucas Papaelias, 
Andy Taylor, Erikka Walsh, Paul 
Whitty, and J. Michael Zygo.

Featuring an impressive en-
semble of actor/musicians who 
play their own instruments on-
stage, Once tells the enchanting 
tale of a Dublin street musician 
who’s about to give up on his 
dream when a beautiful young 
woman takes a sudden interest 
in his haunting love songs. As the 
chemistry between them grows, 
his music soars to powerful new 
heights... but their unlikely con-
nection turns out to be deeper and 
more complex than your everyday 
romance. Emotionally captivat-
ing and theatrically breathtaking, 
Once draws you in from the very 
first note and never lets go. It’s an 
unforgettable story about going 
for your dreams and the power of 
music to connect us all.

The 2007 Academy Award-win-
ning film was written and directed 
by John Carney, and starred Glen 
Hansard and Markéta Irglová, 
with original music and lyrics by 
Mr. Hansard and Ms. Irglová.

Once was made for $150,000. 
Shot in 17 days, it went on to 
gross $20M worldwide becoming 
a critically acclaimed international 
smash. It stars Glen Hansard, 
from the popular Irish Rock band 
The Frames, and Markéta Irglová. 
Glen and Markéta won the 2007 
Academy Award for Best Original 
song for “Falling Slowly,” the Los 
Angeles Film Critics Award for 
Best Music, and the soundtrack 
was nominated for two Grammy 

Awards.
Once was originally developed 

at the American Repertory Theater 
(Cambridge, Massachusetts) in 
April 2011; Diane Paulus, Artistic 
Director; Diane Borger, Producer. 

A developmental run of Once 

at New York Theatre Workshop 
(James C. Nicola and William 
Russo) began performances on 
November 15, 2011 and opened 
December 6. The production broke 
box office records and concluded a 
sold out engagement including a 

two week extension through Janu-
ary 15th, 2012.

ONCE is produced by Barbara 
Broccoli, John N. Hart Jr., Patrick 
Milling Smith, Frederick Zollo, 
Brian Carmody, Michael G. Wilson, 
Orin Wolf, The Shubert Organiza-

tion and Executive Producer Rob-
ert Cole, in association with New 
York Theatre Workshop.

Tickets via Telecharge.com or by 
phone at 212-239-6200.

www.masterworksbroadway.
com. www.oncemusicial.com.

January 2013                                 Irish American News                                            “We’ve AlWAys Been Green!” 23









Rave Reviews for Faith Healer at Den Theater
By: Brian Friel
Reviewed by: Frank West 
The main character, Frank, the faith 

healer, has made several dramatic cures 
in his career; the high point was when he 
cured ten invalids. However, his power 
to cure is unpredictable and because 
of this he questions his skill and gift as 
a healer. He asks himself, “Was it all 
chance?-or skill?-or illusion?-or delu-
sion?” Faith healing is a deeply puzzling 
human mystery. John Dominic Crossan 
is a noted anthropologist and historian 
of early Christianity. After visiting several 
Christian and Pre-Christian sites he says, 
“miraculous healings recorded at these 
sites were remarkably the same.” 

The play is composed of four mono-
logues by the three actors. Each mono-
logue presents a different view of the 
same events. Thus, the themes of this 
unforgettable play are: How do we per-
ceive reality? And how do we perceive, 
or view, ourselves?

The monologues demand the careful 
attention of the audience. There is no fast 
action here. It is a play of transcendent, 
almost mystic, introspection. Faith Healer 

is filled with potent insights. It was writ-
ten in 1979 by Brian Friel. Friel was born 
in 1929 in County Tyrone in Ulster. He 
was educated in Derry, married in 1955, 
he and his wife have five children. 

He has written 34 major plays. Among 
them are such iconic plays as “Phila-
delphia, Here I Come, Translations, 
and Dancing at Lughnasa.” In 2005, he 
wrote “The Home Place.” I saw this at 
the Gutherie Theatre in Minneapolis. It 
received a standing ovation. In 2008, he 
adapted Ibsen’s “Hedda Gabler.” Friel is 
one of the greatest dramatists writing in 
English.  In 1995, he received the Nobel 
Prize for Literature. 

I didn’t realize that it had been 17 years 
since I saw Faith Healer. Scenes that I cre-
ated then in my imagination, I still vividly 
remember. Thanks to the original director, 
J.R. Sullivan, for reuniting the original 
cast. Brad Armacost is Teddy; Si Osborne 
plays Frank, the Faith Healer; and Lia 
Morteuseu is Grace. These award win-
ning actors have all spent years perfecting 
their profession on Chicago stages. Add 
to that their years of human experiences, 
the performances of these superb actors 

make the evening a great 
theatre experience. 

Strong and visceral 
plays and performances 
that I have seen in 2012 
are: “The Iceman Co-
meth,” “Moon for Misbe-
gotten,” and now “Faith 
Healer.” I strongly urge 
you to see this production 
of “Faith Healer.”

Belief is a major theme 
of the play. Belief by the 
audience is crucial for a 
successful theater experi-
ence. The audience puts 
belief or faith in the actors 
and then can surrender to 
the magic of their perfor-
mance. The play encour-
ages “an examination 
of the artist’s likes and 
evokes such questions 
as, What is faith? What 
binds us together? And 
what is the limit of human 
power?”

Faith Healer will be presented thru 
January 20 at The Den Theatre, 1333 N. 
Milwaukee Ave. The show times are 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday at 7:30 and 
Sunday at 3:00. Tickets are available at 
brownpapertickets.com
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“This Report Is A Sham”
Pat  Finucane was a good 

lawyer;  good enough to success-
fully oppose the British Govern-
ment in several important 1980s 
human rights cases. Doing so 
showed lots more heart than 
most Irish lawyers cared to ex-
hibit. His best-known client was 
IRA hunger striker Bobby 
Sands. But Finucane didn’t 
discriminate; he represented 
Loyalist prisoners as well. 

He was shot 14 times. Two 
gunmen knocked down the 
front door to his home with 
a sledgehammer and ran into 
the kitchen where Pat was at 
Sunday meal with his family. 
They shot him twice, bring-
ing him to  the floor; then one 
gunman stood over him, fir-
ing another dozen magnum 
bullets directly into his face. 
This was beyond murder; it 
was British Protestant retri-
bution. Pat’s wife Geraldine, 
a Protestant, was wounded 
in the attack. She and their 
three children  who crouched 
beneath the table had to witness 
this horror. 

The Ulster Defense Associa-
tion/Ulster Freedom Fighters 
(UDA/UFF) ultimately claimed 
responsibility. Fourteen years 
later in 2003, the British govern-
ment’s Stevens Report stated 
officially what was long known 
“by the dogs in the street”- that 
the killing was carried out with 
the collusion of police. (The 
Anglo-American media, ever 
sensitive to nomenclature, have 
always substituted that less 
familiar word “collusion” for 
“conspiracy”.)

In 2001 retired Canadian Judge 
Peter Cory was appointed to in-
vestigate. Cory’s report in April 
2004 recommended public en-
quiries be established. And for-
mer policeman and UDA mem-
ber Ken Barrett then pled guilty 
to murdering Finucane (after his 

taped confession, “lost” since 
1991, suddenly “re-surfaced”). 
Barrett was given life with no 
possibility of parole for 22 years.

Calls for an independent in-
quiry grew louder. Britain en-
acted a convenient new law, the 
“Inquiries Act” which received 

the Queen’s assent in April 
2005. It granted the government 
power to block any investigation 
into actions by the state. (This 
act finally affirmed in law the 
centuries old doctrine of British 
infallibility in matters of torture 
and murder of Irish Catholic 
citizens.) 

In June 2005, Irish Taoiseach 
Bertie Ahern told a US Special 
Envoy to Northern Ireland that 
“everyone knows” the UK gov-
ernment was involved in the mur-
der. But it wasn’t until May 17, 
2006, that the US House of Rep-
resentatives passed a resolution 
calling on the British government 
to hold an independent public 
inquiry into Finucane’s murder. 

 Six days later, in a further 
insult to the Finucane family, to 
justice and to Irish Catholics, the 
Sentence Review Commission 
endorsed the shooter, Barrett 

for early release, and he exited 
Northern Ireland for parts un-
known.

On  October 11 2011, Prime 
Minister David Cameron in-
vited the Finucane family were 
invited to meet at 10 Downing 
Street and issued them an of-
ficial apology for state collusion 
in Pat’s murder. But Michael 
Finucane said he and the family 
were “genuinely shocked” to 
learn that Judge Cory’s recom-
mendation for a public inquiry, 
accepted by Tony Blair, was out. 
Instead a simple “review” of the 
Stevens and Cory case files was 
planned. Mrs. Finucane labeled 

the proposal “nothing less than 
an insult...a shoddy, half-hearted 
alternative to a proper public 
inquiry”. 

On December 12, 2012, the 
government released results of 
this “Pat Finucane Review”, con-
ducted by Sir Desmond de Silva, 
Queens Counsel and Knight of 
the Most Venerable (Protestant) 
Maltese Order of the Hospital of  
Saint John of Jerusalem. Camer-
on read excerpts of the report in 
Parliament: ‘DeSilva was asked 
to review whether the state was 
involved. ‘The answer is simple: 
yes, it was’. 

De Silva describes FRU handler 
Brian Nelson, hired to streamline 
the UDA killing machine, as “to 
all intents and purposes a direct 
state employee”. MI5 used him to 
orchestrate arms shipments from 
South Africa to loyalist gangs. 
(While US judges were aiding 

Britain by jailing Irish Americans 
for daring to help those at home 
with funds and arms, the British 
state was feigning peacekeeping 
while re-arming the Protestant 
paramilitaries.)

De Silva insisted that minis-
ters could not have known who 
was being targeted because “no 
records have been identified” of 
ministers being briefed. Yet he 
records a security policy meeting 
attended by the Northern Ireland 
secretary and the heads of the 
security forces, called precisely to 
discuss the traffic in information. 

Cameron continues: ‘Sir Des-
mond describes - and I quote’ 

- “an extraordinary state 
of affairs... in which both 
the Army and the RUC 
Special Branch had pri-
or notice of a series of 
planned UDA assassina-
tions, yet nothing was 
done by the RUC to seek 
to prevent those attacks”. 

Why would Sir Des-
mond or Cameron think 
this “extraordinary”?  
It’s obvious that if British 
security provided virtu-
ally all the intelligence 
for the murder squads, 
and knew in advance of 
planned assassinations 
based on those files, and 
also supplied weapons 
and cleared getaway 

routes, then the British govern-
ment was de facto in charge of 
those gangs. The UDA, UFF, 
UVF, Red Hand Commandos 
and other Protestant gangs kill-
ing Irish are (with ‘plausible de-
niability’) allied with, if not run, 
by London, Westminster, #10, 
and the Royal Family. And Pat 
Finucane is one horrific murder. 
What of evidence that Britain 
was behind the most atrocious 
mass murders in modern Ireland, 
the bombings of Dublin-Monah-
an and Omagh?

Cameron focuses blame on 
“that terrorist group” the IRA, 
and pays tribute to all those 
officers “who defended democ-
racy and the rule of law”. He 
disagrees with the Finucane 
family’s call for a public inquiry: 
“Indeed, the history of public 
inquiries in Northern Ireland 
would suggest that had we gone 

down this route, we would not 
know what we know today.”

Does Cameron mean that had 
there been an actual inquiry, his 
government would have ensured 
that documents allegedly viewed 
in secret by Sir Desmond could 
have gone permanently missing, 
like those rifles used on Bloody 
Sunday, held under tight security 
by the Ministry of Defense, and 
“accidentally” destroyed before 
they could be examined by Lord 
Saville’s Inquiry? Britain’s vaunted 
“rule of law” is exposed as farce, a 
drug potion for the gullible.

Cameron ends up with a most 
vomitous demonstration of the 
fine British art of the big lie:  “If 
we as a country want to uphold 
democracy and the rule of law 
then we must be prepared to be 
judged by the highest standards. 
And we must also face up fully 
when we fall short.” 

One can dream that Irish-
Americans might just this once 
take a moment to assess these 
events in their ancestral island, 
and express some outrage to 
the London government. A line 
or two from those practicing 
the law, including some who 
regularly troll these pages for 
fresh client income, might prove 
helpful. 

Mrs. Geraldine Finucane: “I 
regret to say... yet another Brit-
ish government has engineered 
suppression of the truth of the 
murder of my husband... It is 
clear that this report has done 
exactly what was required: to 
give the benefit of doubt to the 
state, its cabinet and ministers, 
to the army, to the intelligence 
services, to itself...The dirt has 
been swept under the carpet 
without any serious attempt to 
lift the lid on what happened 
to Pat and so many others. This 
report is a sham. This report is 
a whitewash. This report is a 
confidence trick dressed up as 
independent scrutiny and given 
invisible clothes of reliability. 
But most of all, most hurtful and 
insulting of all, this report is not 
the truth.”

© Mike Morley 2013          
MORE ON THE INTERNET  

-  http://www.IRISHTV.US
Watch: IRISH JOURNAL ON 

CABLE TV

Geraldine Finucane  with her children John, Katherine and Michael in 
london December 12, 2012.
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“Studs Lonigan, on the verge of fifteen, and wearing his first suit of long 
trousers, stood in the bathroom with a Sweet Caporal pasted on his mug. His 
hands were jammed in his trouser pockets, and he sneered. He puffed, drew 
the fag out of his mouth, inhaled and said to himself: Well, I’m kissin’ the 
old dump goodbye tonight.”    Studs Lonigan Trilogy James T. Farrell

Any Boy 
in the Mirror

James T. Farrell’s three novels 
commonly known as Studs Loni-
gan  opens with a boy posing and 
contorting his face into the tough-
est guy in long pants.  A cigarette 
always helps.  This boy like too 
many boys dies without ever hav-
ing much of a purpose.  He absorbs 
consequences of his own fears, 
sloth, anger and gluttony like an 
old man’s Depends.

Studs Lonigan is a boy and boys 
are nothing like girls, not to belabor 
the obvious.

Boys are hard-wired at concep-
tion to do weird and wonderful 
things – light fires in garbage cans, 
roast ants with the magnifying 
glass that Aunt Maeve gave him 
with a starter stamp collection, 
bite the feet off his sisters’ (older 
and younger) Barbies, fling peas 
at the wedding Uncle Jack’s bride-
to-be thought he’d make a ‘darling 
ring-bearer.’

Yep, we is bad as Mammy noted 
about Rhett Butler ’s purchase 
of the scandalously red drawers 
with which he gifted her. Boys are 
distinguished, gifted, or cursed 
with an Adam’s Apple and also 
a set of Adam’s Tackle.  Boys are 
aware that this particular gender 
manifestation dispenses furiously, 
at first merely distilled fluids and 
later the little propagating swim-
mers. While apparatii remain 
tucked up tight in the under car-
riage he utilizes the wee waggler is 
a corporeal offensive weapon good 
for putting out fires, or hosing 
messages on walls and sidewalks.  
When the seed bearing pods drop 
and their owner now sports downy 
whiskers hither and yon, adopts 
sloth as his creed and eats heartier 
than a reporter at a free lunch, 
more attention must be paid to the 

consequences of ownership. Yep, 
Bad from the get go! 

My sister-in-law Gail is a lovely 
and sweet-natured girl for St. 
Louis.  While I was blessed with 
two beautiful little girls at the Al-
pha and the Kappa, my robust and 
amiable son wedges in at Epsilon.   
Gail was showered with two pure 
100% boys.

I recall phone chats with this 
mild and generous woman re-
duced to tears by the Irish Twins 
Pat and Danny.  Pat is now a Rome-
oville Fireman and Danny a chef in 
Colorado.  Both were my kind of 
guys.  Gail would call,” You have 
it so lucky to have two girls (sob). 
. .Oh, God , all they do is shoot me 
with whatever they can pick up 
– brooms, candy canes, a crucifix 
even  and everything that they jab-
ber about is pee and poop (sob)! I 
WANT GIRLS!!!!!  Can I have the 
girls??? I want to play princess. . . 
(sob) Just once!”   

When my late wife Mary was 
in Loyola Medical Center, Gail 
took Conor (5) and my parents the 
girls, Nora (10) and Clare (1.5).  My 
Dad, like his son, was huge baby 
sap and my Mom worked on my 
oldest child’s shopping skills.  Gail 
had not only her 14 month sepa-
rated Romulus and Remus, but 
my young Hector.  Conor is older 
than Gail’s Danny by 8 hours and 
younger than Patrick by a year and 
change. Gail begged for the girls. 
Not a chance, the old man has the 
baby up at TR’s Pub teaching the 
old Nazi and Jap killers Eentzie 
Weentzi Spider and Ginny has her 
older sister at Orland Square 8-5 
every day. 

I called Gail to check on the 
gents. Again she was reduced to 
sobs.  “I was giving them a bath 
together and they all stood up 
and pee’d on me! ( sobs) Laugh-
ing like idiots and peeing on me 
and the more I cried the more they 

laughed. ( sobs)  They were hor-
rible laughing peeing and shouting 
out threats to do worse.”

I counseled patience, but secretly 
high-five-ing the trio of little louses 
and wishing that I could have been 
there.

Women, I must warn– we get no 
better with age, only more aware 
of consequences.

Merry- hearted Boys make the 
best of old men. Merriment to 
males is no where near madrigals 
or maypoles.  To be Merry is a male 
domain – jocund, jolly and gay.  
Robin Hood is merry, because he 
is frolicsome –gets into broils and 
troubles.  The word itself is Old 
German murg, which means brief 
or as it further evolved brave.  Girls 
use the term and imagine that men 
actually care about feelings.

Oh, we know hurts, slights, 
grudges and also the warmth of 
companionship, or the glow of 
righting wrongs.  We are not stone . 
. . stone is permeable . . . water gets 
through stone.

Boys have a tougher time in 
school than girls, because ever 
since the 1970’s education czars 
have insisted upon gender neu-
tral curricula and school districts 
have self-gelded any male friendly 
activities.  Recreation time became 
as endangered as the buffalo that 
once roamed our fruited plains. PE 
classes became experiments in self-
esteem. Whiners and weenies be-
came the overlords of achievement 
– ‘We are All Winners!’  Physical 
exertion was all but eliminated, as 
well as the salty snacks and sug-
ary drinks, when these children of 
Eve’s self-esteem dictates, became 
little lard-asses.

Boys are now curtailed from 
being what they were born to be.

More fat-headed than this se-
questering of impulse and exercise 
was the serial killing of authors 
and historical events by feminist 
Marxists who wrote books and 
articles about racist, patriarchal 
war-mongering white devils and 
their culpability in causing peoples 
to have very hurt feelings –univer-
sal!  Goodbye, Dickens, Kipling, 
Thackeray, Livy and Homer; hello, 
Laura Kasischke, Judy Blume, V.C. 
Andrews, and Toni Morrison.  
History classes spend more time 
talking about Jane Addams, than 
the Foundering Fathers, WWI & 

WWII are covered in a single unit 
eclipsed by Sojourner Truth.

Here in Illinois, 76.9 % of teach-
ers are female, women.  This leaves 
boys with a mere 23.1% as role 
models.  Some of these very role 
models are just . . . precious.

Boys are taught exactly the same 
way as girls.  That is not working.   
Here at Leo High School and our 
sibling single gender Catholic 
schools, boys and girls are taught 
according to how boys and girls 
learn – for the most part. Catholic 
secondary education gets it –boys 
and girls learn differently.  K- * 
Catholic Education tends to be as 
hostile to boys as public educa-
tion, because few males teach at 
that level. Even so, too many male 
teachers trained in gender-neutral 
educational expectations hold ex-
pectations not unlike my darling 
sister-in-law Gail who plunked the 
three lusty gents most aware that 
they are equipped with God Given 
super soakers into a common tub!  
No surprises, there.  Boys will pee 
on one and all; nothing personal. 
I have seen young male teachers 
reduced to tears, when willful, 
proud and by-God Mannish Boys 
refuse their treacle teaching.

Boys, need it loud and proud.
Boys learn differently than girls.  

Girls have much more acute hear-
ing from birth on and the 76.9 % 
of their teachers’ voice commands 
and lessons sound off with just 
enough force; most boys don’t 
hear. Period.  Then they are humili-
ated for not listening.

Boys see differently; boys see in 
verbs, while girls visualize nouns.  
Girls score high!

“Great bowl of peaches, Greta.  
You have sensitive eye.  Festus, 
can’t you draw anything without 
explosions, mutilations, crashes or 
massacres????”  Nope. !

Boys get humiliated and get low 
grades in Art and come to believe 
that the arts hate them too.

This particular instructional 
paradigm shifts when it comes to 
math: boys do numbers and girls 
do word problems.  Boys get A 
squared + B squared = C squared 
– Girls comprehend that “Joanie 
buys two sweaters that cost $15 
each and two scarves at the low 
price of $7.50 and that the Total 
Purchase = $ 45.

Boys grab-ass, fidget, day-dream 

and pester, unless they are pre-
sented with a purpose.  They must 
see themselves taking part in a 
great adventure to keep America 
safe from crumbs and Commies, 
by committing his full attention 
academic, athletic and societal 
to meeting goals and beating St. 
Michaels in Orland, or St. Albert 
the Great in Oak Lawn.  That is 
where he shall be tested and not 
found wanting.

Boys will read when can have 
context for what they are reading 
and visualize themselves within 
the plot and allow themselves to 
become immersed in the action.  
Of course, this would require that 
a text have something in way of 
action – a raft trip, a fence painting, 
a dog to rescue, a game to win, a 
cause to fight for.  Modern kiddy 
and t’ween literature has all of 
the salt and snap of Melba toast – 
Jimmy becomes aware.

Heroism, bravery, physical cour-
age, moral turpitude and purpose 
are eschewed for empathy.  No 
wonder an entire generation is fix-
ated on video games. That seden-
tary outlet is that is allowed boys, 
until Ms. Mannerborn discovers 
the lad killing zombies during a 
discussion of Margaret Sanger’s 
contribution to American culture.

The group, the squad and the 
team are vanishing out existence – 
football is too violent and gender 
specific.

Our boys will make faces in the 
mirror that match the purpose 
taught to be important, for without 
purpose they remain lazy, filthy, 
messy, sexist, foul-mouthed and 
given to all manner of larceny, or 
worse written off and ignored.

Boys need men to point to that 
purpose, or even better women 
who actually understand and like 
boys.

www.amazon.com/James-Farrell-Lo-
nigan-Trilogy-Library/dp/1931082553

www.codesria.org/IMG/pdf/Gaid-
zanwa.pdf

www.amazon.com/Why-Gen-
der-Matters-Teachers-Differences/
dp/0767916255

www.gendermatters.org.au/Home_
files/21%20Reasons%20Why%20Gen-
der%20Matters(low%20res).pdf

pamela99.hubpages.com/hub/Gen-
der-Neutral-Childhood-Education

www.henrymakow.com/feminist_
public_schools_are_a.html
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The Cross
The purpose of the decorative 

elements of the Book of Kells is to 
add stunning visuals to Christ’s 

life and message an illustrate 
the principle moments of His 
life.  The scribes/artists’ images 
illustrated and enhanced the 
text.  Scholars who have studied 
the text and images have discov-
ered the depth of spirituality of 
the Book and connections to 8th 
century liturgical beliefs. Not 
surprisingly, there are many 
different layers of meaning and 
open to wide interpretation.  The 
Book’s decoration is so imagina-
tive that scholars believe it is not 
meant to be read and used for 
daily use.  It could have been 
used by selected readers for 
meditation and spiritual free-
association, which could lead to 
apparent paradoxes about what 
some of the images mean.  The 
Book has been described a fasci-
nating enigma.

Last time, we started a new 
series of the images that are 
directly related, not to the sym-
bols of Christ’s divinity, but to 
His teaching, life, death and  
resurrection.  These include the 
images of books, crosses, angels, 
the four Evangelists and their 
symbols.  We covered images 
of books and now we move on 
to crosses. 

Throughout the Book, crosses 
are a continual, constant re-
minder of Christ’s sacrifice on 
the cross.  On very many pages 
there are crosses of various 
shapes.  However, not all images 

of crosses were meant to repre-
sent the cross of the crucification.  

A cross shape that is depicted 
often is called the Greek cross, 
with four arms of equal length.  
The Red Cross Organization’s 
red symbol is an example of 
such a cross.   A variation of 
this cross has the end of each 
arm flared out.  There is also a 
cross in the shape of an “X,” of-
ten called the St. 
Andrew cross 
or the saltire 
shape, named 
the “crux de-
cusssa.”

O n  a  h i s -
torical note, for 
punishment or 
crucification, 
t h e  R o m a n s 
used a fixed ver-
tical pole or tim-
ber sharpened on its upper end 
.  Its was called a crux simplex.  
Prisoners were tied or nailed to 
it.  Later, a transverse bar was 
added, on or near the top.  This 
was called a cruci figere.

Other additions to this style 
cross were a kind of seat or a 

ledge to help support the pris-
oner or a ledge to support the 
feet.  These were not for comfort 
but to prolong the suffering.  
Sometimes a small board was 
attached to the top most part and 
the name of the prisoner or crime 
was added.

In the original Gospels the 
Greek words used for the cruci-
fixion method were stauros and 
xylon.  These words have more 
that one meaning in translation 
and describe no exact shape.  
Scholars have debated the pos-
sible shape of the Biblical cross 
for hundreds of years.  At this 
point, there is no definitive an-

swer, but there is the tradition 
which we are all familiar.  

The cross shape we see in 
almost all Western art is called 
a Latin Cross.  It has become the 
traditional and accepted shape 
of the crucification cross.  It is 
the shape used in the Insular 

Gospels and would also 
be the kind depicted in 
the Book of Kells. Folio 
123v, which is blank, was 
most likely intended to be 
the image of the crucifica-
tion.  For an unknown 
reason it was never in-
cluded.  Good evidence 
that a crucification image 
was planned is the facing 
folio, 124r, includes text 
that reads, “Then were 
crucified with him two 
thieves” and images of 
15 men, like witnesses, 
facing toward f123r.  This 
is the folio with a design 
that included a head of 
a lion, symbolizing God 
the Father, as I described 
in earlier articles, enraged 
and breathing fire. One 
of the most powerful im-
ages in the Book.

Johnny Cash Fest - Cash for Kids 1-26

Billboard’s Top World Music Artists 
Celtic Thunder Launch CD and DVD
Tv special in February and Cruise in May

The awesome power of world 
music and live performance will 
be taken to the next level when 
Verve Records launches Mythol-
ogy, the new CD and companion 
DVD project from global 
Irish Show Celtic Thunder, 
due on February 19th, 2013. 
The world-renowned su-
pergroup – comprised of 
vocalists Emmet Cahill, Keith 
Harkin, Ryan Kelly, George 
Donaldson, Neil Byrne and 
Colm Keegan – continues to 
astonish audiences, traveling 
as easily across the genres 
of folk, traditional Irish, adult 
contemporary, rock and classical 
crossover, as they travel the world, 
performing for an ever-growing 
number of fans. 

Mythology presents the perfect 
blend of entertainment, ideology 
and Gaelic spirituality, providing 
a modern twist on the old Celtic 
storytelling tradition. The new 
show was produced by Sharon 
Browne; the Mythology album 
was produced by David Munro, 

Musical Director and Composer.
The release of Mythology will be 

backed by a major North American 
tour, which will travel to 65 cities 
coast to coast in both Canada and 

the U.S. During the tour The Celtic 
Thunder Cruise will sail for five 
days throughout the Caribbean, 
departing Miami on November 
2nd, 2013. In addition to the six 
main vocalists, the tour will also 
feature strings, guitar, percussion, 
whistles, pipes, guitars and more 
in the eight- piece Celtic Thunder 
band. The tour’s musical director 
is David Munro, who also plays 
keyboards in the show.

Cash for Kids! Chicago’s 
only Johnny Cash Festival and 
a fundraiser for the Gompers 
Park Athletic Association.  All 
proceeds from the event will 
help sustain boys baseball and 
girls softball programs enjoyed 
by over 550 children on the 
Northwest side of Chicago.  
Artists scheduled to perform 
include Hayden Thompson, 
Iron Horse, Pin Drop Theatre, 
The Back Forty, Tommy Tues-
day, Jen Rockis, Glass Half 
Empty, and Lil Red and the 
Howlin’ Wolves.

Saturday, January 26, 2013
6:00 PM – 1:00 AM
Irish American Heritage Ctr 

4626 N. Knox Ave Chgo 60630
Performers:
Hayden Thompson
Iron Horse
Pin Drop Theatre
The Back Forty
Tommy Tuesday
Jen Rockis
Glass Half Empty
Lil Red and the Howlin’ 

Wolves
Suggested donation $15.
Email:  s.davern@sbcglobal.net
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Vote for Irish Music Awards
The Irish Music Association 

announced today that online vot-
ing for winners of the 2012 Irish 
Music Awards is now underway 
through January 12, 2013.

The awards recognize the Irish 
music industry’s most accom-
plished artists and performing 
groups in 18 categories, from 
“Best Irish Tenor” to “Top Celtic 
Rock Band Worldwide.”  Recipi-
ents will bedetermined through a 
global website voting process on 
the Irish Music Association web-
site which began Dec. 1, 2012.

Members of the Irish Music 

Association are encouraged to 
participate in the voting pro-
cess. Last year, more than 10,000 
people voted, and thousands 
more are expected to participate 
for the coming award

process. To vote, visit: http://
www.irishmusicawards.com/

“We’re urging all of our mem-
bers who are devoted fans of 
Irish music to participate in our 
online voting process for these 
outstanding groups and indi-
viduals.  These awards recognize 
the fantastic achievements of our 
most talented musicians and 

artists and the magnificent Irish 
music they create,” said IMA 
Executive Director, R. T. Reeder.

The IMA Awards “recognize, 
promote and support Irish mu-
sic and musicians from the U.S., 
Ireland, the European Union and 
the United Kingdom.” Winners 
will be announced on Saturday, 
Jan. 26, 2013 at 3 PM

CST in the historic brewery 
cellars of the 1842 Royal Brewing 
Company at O’Malley’s Pub in 
Weston, Missouri.

The Irish Music Award Nomi-
nees for 2012 are as follows:

Top Solo Performer in Con-
cert (US, IRE, EU, UK)

George Donaldson, Christy 
Moore, John Doyle, Tommy 
Fleming

Top Solo Performer in a Pub 
Venue (US, IRE, EU, UK)

Ian Gould, Luka Bloom, Tony 
Cummins, Mickey Coleman

Top Duo in a Pub, Festival, 
Concert (US, IRE, EU, UK)

The Ryans Irish Band, Lilt, 
Switchback, Siusan O’Rourke 

and Zig Zeitler
Top Group (US, IRE, EU, UK)
Cherish The Ladies, Lunasa, 

Gaelic Storm, Altan
Best New Irish Artist(s) (IRE, 

EU, US, UK)
Burning Bridget Cleary, The 

Rovers, The Fighting Jamesons, 
Ciorras

Best New Irish CD
Lilt - Onward, The Mickey 

Finns - Prayers and Idle Chatter, 
The Ryans

- Songs of Irish Freedom, Mairi 
Morrison & Alasdair Roberts - 
Urstan

Top Celtic Rock Band (IRE, 
EU, US, UK)

Barleyjuice, Roger Drawdy 
and the Firestarters, The Clumsy 
Lovers, Scythian

Best Irish Tenor (individual)
Paul Byrom, Anthony Kearns, 

Daryl Simpson, Tommy Fleming
Best Female Vocalist (indi-

vidual/trad.)
Katie McMahon, Chloe Agnew, 

Méav, Shannon Lambert-Ryan of 
RUNA

Best Sean-nós Singer
Bríd Ní Mhaoileoin, Maighread 

Ní Dhomhnaill, Aine Meen-
aghan, Len Graham

Top Traditional Performance 
Show

The Fureys, Celtic Crossroads, 
The Henry Girls, Fidil

Top Traditional Group in a 
Pub, Festival, Concert

Vishten, Guidewires, Slide, 
Dervish

Tommy Makem Award
The Irish Rovers, Máirtín de 

Cógáin, Mick Moloney, Jimmy 
Crowley

Top Uilleann Piper (US, IRE, 
EU, UK)

Diarmaid Moynihan, Cil-
lian Vallely, Barry Kerr, Paddy 
Keenan

Top Harpist (US, IRE, EU, UK)
Seana Davey, Chad McAnally, 

Triona Marshall, Sibohan Owen
Top Fiddle/Violin (US, IRE, 

EU, UK)
Martin Hayes, Alasdair Fraser, 

Máiréad Nesbitt, Kevin Burke
Top Button Accordion (US, 

IRE, EU, UK)
John Williams, Liam O’Connor, 

Paddy O’Brien, David Munnelly
Lifetime Achievement Award
Patrick Healy, Patsy Whelan, 

Carmel Quinn, Joanie Madden
Reeder, who founded the or-

ganization in 2003, said that this 
year has seen a record number of 
nominations and votes to date. 
“This outpouring of support re-
flects a growing appreciation and 
love for the music of Ireland,” 
he said.

Reeder also said the awards 
ceremony will take place again 
at O’Malley’s Pub, January 26th 3 
PM CST USA.  O’Malley’s Pub is 
the host of the annual O’Malley’s 
Weston Irish Festival. The pub is 
also home to the Weston Brew-
ing Company and the American 
Bowman Restaurant.

Promoted as the “Oldest Brew-
ery West of the Hudson” in 1842, 
the brewery sponsored the first 
Kansas City Royals baseball team 
in the early 1900’s. http://www.
westonirish.com/OMALLEYS.
html.

For more information, contact 
R. T. Reeder by email at

r t re e d e r @ i r i s h m u s i c a s -
sociation.com or by phone at 
816.699.9950.

So another Oireachtas Season 
has come and gone. And just like 
last years it has been filled with 
some disappointments but that’s 
ok because guess what?  I’m 
GOING TO THE IRISH DANCE 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS!!!! 
Since this year it’s in Boston, 
my dance school is sending my 
choreography team to compete. I 
know it will be a lot of work but 
I get to go with all of my team-
mates and who knows? This may 
be the only chance I get to go to 
World’s. (Hopefully that’s not 
the case.) 

Whenever Oireachtas season 
passes, it always motivates me to 
become a better dancer. I know 
that I can always be improving 
on something. This year I may 
not have recalled but I placed 
24 places higher then I did last 
year, which I see as an accom-
plishment by itself. My plan is 
practice extra hard to start get-
ting first at feises, which will 
qualify me to go to Nationals. 
This year it’s in Disney Land and 
who doesn’t want to go there?? 
I’m so determined this year. I’ll 
keep you posted on my upcom-
ing feises. I have high hopes for 
the New Year. 

In other news, I had my first 
cheer competition a few weeks 
ago.  Its so similar yet so different 

from feises. The funny thing was 
that one of my teammates from 
dance was on another team and 
that was the first time we ever 
competed against each other in 
something. We’re so used to be-
ing on the same team so that was 
an odd experience for us.  I am a 
flyer so I was really nervous be-
cause I’ve never done anything 
like this before. I’m only used to 
Irish dance competitions. It was 
a great experience and so ex-
hilarating. We ended up getting 
8th place, which is really good 
compared to the past Ignatius 
JV teams. I have a really good 
feeling about this year. Our main 
goal is to qualify for state in Feb-
ruary so fingers crossed. 

I hope everyone enjoyed their 
holiday season. I know I had a 
blast! One of the highlights of 
the season was going to see Ed 
Sheeran in concert at the Chicago 
Theatre with my friend. He was 
amazing live and I had an awe-
some time!! I’ll never forget that 
night.  I had a great Christmas 
with my family. I hope Santa 
brought everyone everything 
they asked for. I have a great 
feeling about 2013. This is go-
ing to be my year for school, 
dance and cheer.  Good luck to 
everyone with their New Year’s 
resolutions.
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Out of all the months in the 
year, I view January as being the 
most optimistic. Aside from sur-
passing the “End of the World” 
expiration date a few weeks ago, 
we’re all walking with an extra 
pep in our step as the year in 
front of us holds endless possi-
bilities. Everyone I know has at 
least one New Year’s resolution 
and it’s also the one month the 
vast majority of us set goals of 
where we want to be, come the 
following year. Regardless of the 
two categories in which your 
resolution falls, our Irish com-
munity has ways to make 2013 
a memorable one!

“Health Kick” Resolutions:
Well big shot, you just had to 

outshine your other co-workers 
by stating you would work out 
six days a week, EVERY week, 
in 2013. Come January 7th, you 
immediately realize that was a 
bit extreme but regardless, you 
are going to try and stick it out 
for at least the rest of the month. 
Instead of doing the same mun-
dane routines, spice it up a little 
bit! There is strength in numbers 
so join a pilates class, or more 
specifically for the gentleman, 
join the South Side Irish Rugby 
Club (SSI)!

If their name didn’t give you a 
hint, majority of these men hail 
from the Beverly and Tinley Park 
neighborhoods. Dependent on 
the position played, each team-
mate has a different build and 
skill set, which makes this sport 
ideal for anyone. Although var-
ied, take one glance at a rugger 
and you know their workout 
regimen takes dedication. 

For those unfamiliar of the 
sport, rugby originated in the 
United Kingdom as a form of 
football in which the ball may 
be kicked, carried, and passed 
(hand to hand while in posses-
sion) to score a try; the term used 
to describe the team scoring in 
their favor. Rugby has grown – 
both in teams and fans – all over 
the world since it’s induction in 

the late 1800’s. The International 
Rugby Board, which is the gov-
erning body for the rugby union, 
is headquartered in Dublin, Ire-
land. Despite the United States 
having left its mark internation-
ally in 1920, and again in 1924, 
when our national team won 
gold at both Summer Olympics, 
the US – in my opinion – still has 
some growing pains in terms of 
gaining attention here at home. 
This will hopefully be resolved 
now that rugby has been rein-
stated as an Olympic sport, set 
to debut Rugby Sevens’ in 2016.

Work hard, play hard; the 
phrase that can be heard over 
the air waves thanks to Wiz 
Khalifa but long before that was 
the mantra within SSI’s athletic 
social club. SSI proudly holds 
the title of the Western League 
#4 seed after defeating Chicago 
northsider’s Lincoln Park Rugby 
Club in November. Beginning 
January 4th, SSI will resume their 
2012-2013 season with practices 
taking place at Mt. Greenwood 
Park (off the corner of Pulaski 
and 111th St.) in preparation for 
the Midwest Rugby Union’s MW 
Division II Champi-
onship Playoff this 
spring.

Chicago’s rugby 
community always 
looks forward to 
the Whiskey 10’s, a 
tournament hosted 
by SSI in March ev-
ery year. This year it 
will take place in the 
Dan Ryan Woods on 
March 9th. Specta-
tors are welcome!

I f  t h e re ’ s  a n y 
time to jump on the 
SSI bandwagon, it 
would be now. What 
started with 15 play-
ers in 1975 now 
proudly yields over 
400 current and past 
ruggers, according 
to SSI’s Director of Recruiting, 
Jack Sullivan. Check them out at 

www.southsideirishrugby.com 
for further information.
“Stop Being a Hermit” 
Resolutions:

Lounging in your living room, 
catching up on your favorite TV 
shows while enjoying a glass of 
wine is a great pastime – but not 
when it’s every weekend. Break 
out of your shell by exploring 
what your fellow Irish folk are 
up to!

I’ve said it once and I’ll say it 
again, join Young Irish Fellow-

ship Club of Chicago (YIFC)! For 
only $10 a year, you’ll receive 
members-only perks and be in 
the know of upcoming fun open-
to-all events; the type of shindigs 
your friends will be begging to 
attend with you! Example one: 
BAR CRAWL! On January 28th, 
YIFC is hosting their Division 
Street Bar Crawl! Further details 
and tickets sales can be found 
at www.youngirish.com/pur-
chase/tickets/. 

If my first example wasn’t rea-

son enough to join, I present you 
with example two: FOREVER 
GREEN 38! You do not want to 
miss out on this event as you will 
immediately regret your decision 
once you see the recap photos of 
hundreds of people having fun 
while enjoying live music and 
drinks – all of which is included 
in the ticket price. This 21+ 
event will feature The Larkin & 
Moran Brothers, with the Shan-
non Rovers and Irish dancers 
making an appearance as well. 

Tickets can be purchased 
at www.youngirish.com/
purchase/tickets/. 

YIFC donates a portion 
of their event proceeds to 
the charities they spon-
sor, so enjoy a night out 
meeting other local Irish 
while supporting great 
causes! This year the two 
charities they are raising 
funds for are: Chicago Po-
lice Memorial Foundation 
and My Mary Cate. More 
information can be found 
at www.youngirish.com. 

Until next month, stay 
forever young Chicago!

Tweet me at @SarahMc-
Donough_

Additional Upcoming 
Events:

JAN 11th: Irish Ameri-
can Heritage Center’s Pot O’Chili 
Cook-Off

Young 
Chicago

By: sarah McDonough

south side Irish rugby Football Club (pictured) mid-scrum.  (Photo by Brianna Hughes of 
Breezy Photography; https://www.facebook.com/BreezyPhoto)

Members of the young Irish Fellowship Club enjoying a 
pub crawl, and each others company!
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Donegal and Sam Maguire Cup Comes to Town!
Dignitaries and players from the Donegal team brought the sam Maguire 
Cup to Chicago, and around the UsA to share the celebration of their victory 
over Mayo in the All-Ireland Finals, 2012. They visited both Gaelic Park and 
the Irish American Heritage Center in December.

Young Soul Band Rockin’ the Hood

Wireless soul from left to right Gino Dini, 
liam Cummins, and vince Minogue

Wireless Soul consists of band 
members Vince Minogue (10 years 
old) of Northbrook on guitar and 
vocals, Gino Dini (9 years old) of 
Northbrook on bass and vocals, 
and Liam Cummins (9 years old) of 
Kenilworth on drums.  The boys are 
fourth and fifth grade students and 
attend Meadowbrook Elementary 
school and The Joseph Sears School.

Wireless Soul was a two-time 
winner at this year ’s Rock The 
Green Battle of the Northbrook 
Youth Bands.  They have performed 
live at Cubby Bear North, Winnetka 
Days, and the Geneva Concours 
to name a few.  They recently per-
formed at the IL/WI Fair Fest Expo 
and at the Glenview Holiday in the 
Park and Parade last Saturday. 

They have just been booked to 
perform at Allstate Arena in Rose-
mont IL, The Metroplolis Performing Arts 
Centre in Arlington Heights IL, The Lake 
County Fair in Lake County IL, and again 
at next year’s Glenview Holiday in the Park 
and parade 2013.

Wireless Soul has been featured in the 
Chicago Tribune, The Northbrook Star, The 

Northbrook Tower, The Glenview Lantern, 
The Winnetka Current, The Wilmette Bea-
con, and What’s Happening newspapers.  
They can be seen in the current edition of 
The Glenview Lantern and in a featured 
article in last weeks edition. Please go to 
facebook.com/wirelesssoul.

Allegiance Stars Chicago’s Aidan Quinn
DVD & Blu-Ray Release Date:  January 

15, 2013
Aidan Quinn stars at Lt. Colonel Owens 

in Allegiance, a military thriller about a 
young Army officer who helps a desper-
ate soldier go AWOL from their base on 
the night before their unit deploys to Iraq. 

It’s the fall of 2004 and the Iraq War is 
becoming more violent 
and bloody by the month.  
Thousands of National 
Guard soldiers have been 
called to active service 
with orders to deploy to 
Iraq.  Lieutenant Danny 
Sefton, a Wall Street trad-
er and part-time Army 
officer in the New York 
National Guard, has just 
received a questionable 
transfer that will keep 
him safely stationed back 
home while his unit de-
ploys to one of the most 
dangerous cities in Iraq.  
As Sefton voluntarily 
helps the men get ready 
for war on their final night, 
he has to bear the brunt of their resent-
ment for not deploying with them.

Specialist Reyes, the unit’s best medic, 

is denied a compassionate reassignment 
to stay home with his terminally ill son.  
He appeals to Sefton, the unit’s cagy exec-
utive officer for help.  Conflicted and still 
wracked with guilt over his own transfer, 
Sefton decides to help the more deserving 
Reyes return to his son.  In the process, 
Sefton must choose between his loyalties 

to Reyes, his unit, and his fiancé – as he 
ends up embroiled in the dangerous last 
minute escape attempt.

Aidan Quinn as lt. Colonel Owens

44                     Irish American News                         “We’ve AlWAys Been Green!” January 2013



Is This A Good 
Time To Be Back 
In The Job Hunt?

It seems to me that many people 
have been hunkering down in their 
jobs for months waiting for the 
employment market to improve. 
Has that been your feeling also? 
As we begin the New Year and a 
“new” political administration in 
Washington, I am hearing some 
indications that the job market is 
turning around.  Some people say 
that American business has been 
waiting for something to give it the 
impetus to hire. Perhaps it is the 
belief that the “new” administra-
tion has the answers. Perhaps it is 
the feeling that continued hunker-
ing down has not proved to be a 
desired answer to the job market 
woes.  Perhaps it is the pent up 
demand that has been building for 
the last three or four years.

I gave a presentation last week 
to a high level job support group of 
technology leaders.  They advised 
me that the level of unemployment 
in some technology fields might be 
as low as 2-3%.

I am NOT suggesting that you 
pour a cup of water over your boss’ 
head while dropping your letter 
of resignation on his desk.  But 
you might want to rethink your 
current employment situation.  
For example, there are tons of job 
support groups in Chicagoland.  
They could be a great source of in-
telligence on the reality of the local 
job market for someone with your 
skills.  Typically these job support 
groups (many of them are listed 
on the Job Ministry web site) meet 
in early morning or evening to en-
courage participation.  Attendance 
and the resultant networking will 
help prepare you for the job market 
in your locality.  It will likely tell 
you what skills or abilities that you 
are lacking.  Better to find out your 
weaknesses early in the process; it 
gives you a chance to correct them. 

The changing world of work and 
the associated skill sets sometimes 
require an expansion of your skill 

set.  Today, unemployed workers 
are finding a paucity of jobs identi-
cal or even similar to the ones they 
had. We all know that the jobs of 
yesterday are disappearing quick-
ly.  Think of a telephone repair 
man or an installer.  Automotive 
mechanics has become computer 
specialists.  Telephone Information 
operators. Human toll collectors.  
The list goes on and on.  

It might be time to learn how to 
cross sell the skills that you have 
developed over a period of years 
to another employer. But that’s 
not easy.  You have to convince 
another person that you have a 
set of skills that does not seem 
to be part of your job title.  You 
must look clinically at yourself 
and distill the essence of the skills 
you have developed.  Concentrate 
your evaluation on skills that you 
have not only in your work envi-
ronment, but also through outside 
or volunteer activities or possibly 
the military. 

We usually think of ourselves by 
job title, not job content.  Change 
that mind set now.  Dissect the vari-
ous elements of the jobs that you 
have had; regardless of your job 
title. Do you have good presenta-
tion skills? Can you write well? 
Are you a good manager? Do you 
have any unique organizational 
skills? Ask your peers what skills 
they think you have or what skills 
you should develop.  Solidify your 
thoughts by writing down your 
most important skills.  Do you 
have a solid, well developed un-
derstanding of technology? What 
about marketing or finance? You 
don’t have to discard the skills you 
have learned already, but rather 
you want to add to them.  

Relate your skills and interests to 
what you want to do at this stage 
of your career.  One of my clients, a 
high level bank executive, success-
fully and profitably ran a Laundro-
mat/car wash by using his superb 
financial and organizational skills. 
Another client left a career in 
public accounting: he then bought 
and operated a successful specialty 

shoe store. Another client who had 
been a human resources executive 
bought a franchise which provides 
intensive exercise programs.

You need to remember that 
those skills that you have honed 
over the years will serve you well 
in whatever business you may 
choose.  But you need to do a 
thorough inventory of your skills 
so that you know what you are 
selling.  You can’t persuade others 
that you have a skill if you aren’t 
passionate about it.  As the former 
Executive Director of the YWCA in 
Oklahoma City said to me, every 
experience and skill of your past 
life can be useful in whatever job 
you pursue.  

If after reading this far you say, 
I simply can’t make a change at 
this time of my life, for whatever 
reason, that’s okay. But, perhaps 
you might want to consider how 
you would convince your current 
boss that you are ready for more 
and expanded responsibilities. At 
least engage the boss in a discus-
sion that will help you understand 
what it would take to have him 
consider you a promotable person.  
As I have stated before in earlier 
columns, Marianne Williamson 
says “Our deepest fear is not that 
we are inadequate.  Our deepest 
fear is that we are powerful beyond 
measure.” 

It’s a new year.  Some would say 
a new beginning.  Are you willing 
to take some steps, perhaps the 
ones above, to move your talents 
forward? There may be some 
pressing circumstances holding 
you back; if so, revise your target 
dates to accommodate them and 
press on.  In my experience, I am 
convinced that the lack of urgency 
is a formidable obstacle to our suc-
cess. So, “get after it.” What do you 
think? Will you allow yourself to 
be a successful person in the New 
Year?  Carpe Diem.  

For Your Consideration:  What-
ever you can do, or dream you can, 
begin it.  Boldness has genius, power 
and magic in it.  Goethe. 

James F. Fitzgerald is the presi-
dent of James F. Fitzgerald & 
Associates, Inc., an Oak Brook, 
IL-based senior executive coaching 
and career transition firm.  Email: 
jamesffitz37@hotmail.com Web-
site: jamesffitzgeraldassociates.
com. 630-684-2204

Generations of audiences - 
more than 60 million people 
from 68 countries - have seen 
Lord of the Dance created by 
Michael Flatley (www.lordofthe-
dance.com), the world’s highest 
grossing Irish dance show. Pre-
sented by MagicSpace Entertain-
ment and Global Entertainment 
Group, Lord of the Dance will 
play the Akoo Theatre at Rose-
mont on March 2 for two per-
formances at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.   
Tickets are now on sale. 

 Creator and Artistic Director 
Michael Flatley, who added fresh 
costumes, a visually stimulating 
set featuring an LED wall and 
revised lighting and set designs 
this year, still oversees all aspects 
of the production.

 “I’ve always dreamed of cre-
ating an Irish Dance show that 
touches the hearts of millions of 
people worldwide,” says Flatley.  
“I am so proud of the cast and 
crew who bring this vision to life 
on stage each and every night.” 

Lord of the Dance is a classic 
tale of good versus evil based 
on mythical Irish folklore that 
brings a romantic and passionate 
love story to stage. Don Dorcha, 
Lord of Darkness challenges 
the ethereal lord of light, the 
Lord of the Dance. “Battle lines 
are drawn, passions ignite and 
a love story fueled by the dra-
matic leaps and turns of dancers’ 
bodies begins to build against 
a backdrop of Celtic rhythm,” 
says Flatley.  “Fans can expect 21 
scenes of precision dancing, dra-
matic music, colorful wardrobes 
and state-of-the-art staging and 
lighting.”

Along with Dance Director 
Marie Duffy-Pask, Flatley hand-
picks the cast of over 40 dancers; 
each has achieved individual 
recognition as a national or 
worldwide dance champion. 
Lee Marshall, CEO of Magic-
Space Entertainment, the tour 
promoter and veteran of block-
buster entertainment events 
agrees. “These championship 
dancers have captivated a new 
generation of fans, and manage 
the impossible every night. Their 
collective spirit and energy takes 

the audience to a time and place 
that is as imaginative as it is 
inviting.”

Flatley conceptualized and 
staged the show in a mere 16 
weeks but also paid particular at-
tention to the costumes, lighting 

and staging which are cinematic 
in scope. “Irish dance lovers and 
music fans alike will experience 
the engaging, rhythmic adven-
tures that has helped catapult 
Celtic dance mania and Irish 
dancing into the global spot-
light,” says Flatley. No wonder 
Lord of the Dance ticket sales 
exceed more than $800 million 
worldwide. Described by the 
New York Post as “fascinating, 
rewarding and above all, enter-
taining,” and by the Los Angeles 
Times as “a showpiece extrava-
ganza,” Lord of the Dance is a 
mesmerizing blend of traditional 
and modern Celtic music and 
dance.  

Presented by Magic Arts & 
Entertainment and Global En-
tertainment Group, Michael 
Flatley’s “Lord of the Dance” 
performs at the Akoo Theatre at 
Rosemont, 5400 N. River Road, 
for two shows on March 2 at 2 
p.m. and 7 p.m.  To purchase 
tickets, visit akootheatre.com 
or call Ticketmaster at 800-745-
3000. Tickets are also available 
for purchase at the Akoo Theatre 
box office and at all Ticketmaster 
outlets.  Contact GroupTix for 
tickets for groups of 10 or more 
at 773-327-3778. 

Lord Of The Dance by Michael Flatley to Play 
at Akoo Theatre at Rosemont March 2 Only
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