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The Shinners; and Why 
We Should all Become 
Isolationists Once More

I have a grudging admiration for Sinn Fein. 
How could you not have?

They have, through their military wing—
you know, the ones that called themselves 
‘freedom fighters’—the Irish Republican 
Army managed to bomb, mutilate and kill 
their way into the highest corridors of power 
in England.

Nice one, Gerry. Those Armani suits look 
good on you. They really do. And you are 
so reasonable these days. Then again you 
always were reasonable because that’s your 
talent, isn’t it? To be the ‘acceptable’ face of 
murder? How nice for you. Well, what the 
hell, it got you to where you always wanted 
to get. You got to rub shoulders with people 
that you despise. 

As your old Nemesis Thatcher would have 
put it: “Funny old world.”

Even when you wilfully ignored your niece 
who had been sexually assaulted by your 
brother you still tried to make yourself out to 
be the victim through all of those appalling 
years in which she came to you for help and 
got… none.

To defend the indefensible; to speak in 
those slightly hushed but undeniably culti-
vated and reasonable tones that your lackeys 
love to hear, well you’re good at it, and since 
your band of disciples hang on your every 
breathless utterance, then why wouldn’t you 
play the string out right to the end?

Why wouldn’t you be a smug git? I’m 
old enough to remember when there was a 
time that you yourself couldn’t allow Martin 
McGuinness loose because he would actu-
ally have said all the things that you, as the 
ultimate diplomat, couldn’t say. 

These days of course he is as good as 
anyone when putting across the latest reason-
able string of sound bites as any one of you 
thugs do.

To tell you the truth, Gerry, he’s actually 
better at it than you are these days. You’re 
losing it in a way that can only put you up 
there with Mad Mel Gibson, except that you 
are far too clever to ever let yourself be taped 
in a compromising position.

As Mad Mel now knows, all that sancti-
monious rubbish that you lock up in some 
compartmentalised part of your brain pan 
eventually comes out: and when it does, it 
doesn’t look very pretty.

I should know: I spent miserable years 
of writing stuff that I didn’t really believe. 
Thankfully that ended for me a decade ago. 
I’m not the wealthier for telling the truth (as 
I see it, by the way) and I’m poorer, but a hell 
of a lot happier. As much as any thinking man 
can be, that is.

Yet here we 
go again: Sinn 
Fein have stated 
their position 
on the upcom-
ing and historic 
visit of Britain’s 
Queen to the 

shores of this so-called Republic of Ireland. 
Of course you left it to a couple of your flun-
keys to articulate this over and over in the 
past weeks because slippery characters like 
yourself and good old Martin always have to 
have a bit of wriggle room when push comes 
to shove.

What are we aiming for here? Becoming as 
insular as we were under the Nazi sympathiser 
De Valera? Sorry, forgot that we’re not sup-
posed to mention that Ireland was the only 
country in Europe that flew the flags at half 
mast when they heard that Adolf had scattered 
his addled brains across the top of his desk.

You have done very well out of the Good 
Friday Agreement: you managed to get the 
Brits to let all of your bombers, thugs and 
murderers out of jail on a “Get Loose Free 
card.”

You even managed to get IRA creatures 
free who had murdered a policeman in the 
Republic who was just doing what he was 
supposed to be doing by stopping your kind. 

In any other country except the strange 
Wonderland of Ireland this would have meant, 
if not the death penalty, then at least life in 
prison without hope of a parole. 

Instead the British have bent over to ac-
commodate the hilariously one-sided Good 
Friday Agreement, as if they are supposed to 
be grateful to murderers because they’re not 
going to bother us any more as long as we 
and the British keep bending over for every 
concession that is asked for.

Well, all the thugs are out of jail now so you 
got your wish; indeed you probably got more 
than you had originally bargained for. 

I want you, Gerry Adams, to email me at 
the address below and explain to me how you 
can have your flunkeys, along with yourself, 
justify posing around London when you can 
not even accept the visit of a reigning mon-
arch from our nearest neighbours.

I would never underestimate a guy like you 
in the slightest. Your early book The Politics 
of Irish Freedom knocked me out completely. 
It was superb, concise and told me everything 
that I needed to know… or so I thought.

I should have left it where it deserved to be 
twenty-odd years ago. I just flicked through 
it for the first time in years and there’s kind 
of a few contradictions in there. 

Still, you were young and so was I, so 
we’ll let that one go. (Well, we were kind of 
young.)

The Queen visiting here would be a great 
boost not only to tourism but to trade, some-
thing that we badly need after the laughable 
attempts of Brian Cowen and Lenihan.

Is it not time to put all the ‘800 years of 
tyranny under the English’ to rest?

Most of us now have worked in England 
at one stage or another over the years. Many 
have English wives or husbands over there, 

(Christ, you would think it was a million miles 
away as opposed to a skip over the Irish Sea), 
and many live here now quite happily.

Times have moved on: we here in Ireland—
and I’m talking about the average person, not 
some fringe lunatics—just accept that we 
are all working, either consciously or uncon-
sciously, towards a common goal.

Don’t get me wrong, now: the likelihood 
of me turning up during old Betty’s visit and 
waving a little Union Jack in the air like some 
demented half-wit is absolutely nil. 

Why would I need to? Trust me on this 
one, and I guess that you have already figured 
this out: we will have enough of our own ass 
kissing politicians here who will be elbowing 
each other out of the way in order to have a 
photo shoot with Aunty Betty. 

That’s a given.
In the meantime I can only hope that her 

hapless but rather entertaining husband will 
add to the gaiety of the nation. Yes, we are of 
course talking about Prince Philip, the Greek 
gigolo who latched onto Betty’s coat tales at 
an early age—and let’s face it, she was pretty 
fanciable back in the day.

Maybe he’ll come out with another good 
one like introducing himself to we peasants 
with something like: “And how are all of 
you potato-picking Paddies these days? Still 
got those thick red necks, eh? By the way, 
thanks for blowing up Mountbatten. Never 
could stand the bloody man. Moving along, 
what? And your name is… what? Maureen? 
Obviously not Irish since you don’t have that 
ghastly red hair that my supposed grandson 
Harry has. Never did trust him you know, 
even though he looked rather fetching in that 
swastika armband.”

Ah we can only live in hope.
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Cover photo by Cathy Curry Irish Fest at the Center

What a great weekend at the Irish 
American Heritage Center as they 
continued to celebrate their 25th 
year with a great festival lineup. The 
Elders, Scythian, Eileen Ivers and 
Immigrant Soul, The Tossers, The 
Makem and Spain Brothers, Kevin 
Flynn and the Avondale Ramblers, 
James Conway and The Boils, Joe 
Cullen and Teresa Shine, Kevin 
Prendergast and dozens entertained 
huge crowds, as for the most part the 
weather was gorgeous. Noticeably 
absent from the schedule were The 
Four Courts, who have proven their 
chops at other Center functions and 
are one of the best “trad folk“ acts to 
emerge on the Chicago scene. Kevin 
Flynn and The Avondale Ramblers 
are set to become another breakout 
band in the months to come. The 
Larkin And Moran Brothers were 
brilliant too. 

Irish American
Hall of Fame

The winds of change blowing 
around the Irish American Heritage 
Center have produced some terrific 
new concepts, first being the Irish 
American Hall of Fame. This new 
national organization will honor 

noted Irish Americans and their 
contributions to Arts, Business, 
Public Service, Sports and other 
areas. The public are encouraged 
to visit the website at www.iahof.
org to learn more about the Hall 
of Fame and to nominate potential 
inductees. Anyone may nominate a 
candidate. 

Arthur Guinness Day 
Music Festival

Saturday, September 25th at the 
Center will feature Gaelic Storm 
in a day to celebrate “The Pint of 
Plain.” World class beer, world class 
venue, world class lineup. Tickets 
are $15 in advance until the end of 
the day on September 23rd and $20, 
thereafter.

The High Kings are set to per-
form at the Center on Tuesday, Au-
gust 17th at 7:30pm. this is an event 
that I have been looking forward to 
for many years. Their new album, 
Memory Lane, has just been released 
in the US and Martin Furey, Finbar 
Clancy, Darren Holden and Brian 
Dunphy are sure to provide some 
very special memories.

Nuala Kennedy
and AJ Roach 

I was delighted to have Nuala 
Kennedy and AJ Roach as guests 

on Blarney On The Air last month. 
Nuala is from Dundalk, County 
Louth, lives in Scotland and was 
touring with AJ to promote her new 
album, Tuned In, which was recently 
released on Compass Records.

I had played Nuala’s debut al-
bum, The Red Shoes, a few years 
back and I had been introduced 
to AJ’s distinctive voice by Craig 
Scotland at his home in Fort Worth 
last November.

They played and sang live at 
the WDCB studio in Glen Ellyn, 
and judging by the phone calls we 
received, the listeners loved it. I 
have mainly thought of Nuala as a 
flute player, but I was amazed and 
enthralled by her voice, so much 
so, that I just gave up on the music 
I had chosen for that night’s show 
and let them at it. It was a rare treat 
indeed.

Books, Music and Video
Father’s Day and friends return-

ing from summer vacations in Ire-
land provided me with some great 
books and videos from home. It’s 
like that sometimes, either a feast 
or a famine, but you need to know 
about them. 

Holy Water is a great laugh. Set 
in Ireland, four boyos hijack a 
truckload of Viagra, hide it in the 
Holy Well, where it seeps into the 
village water supply with predict-
able results. Memorable one-liners 
abound, funny stuff, but a pity it was 
filmed in the south of England.

Pure Mule is an RTE mini-series 
set in County Offaly. It focuses 
on the weekend carryon of young 

locals at the height of the Celtic 
Tiger and then revisits them years 
later for an extra episode, The Last 
Weekend. Brilliant characters and 
brilliantly written. 

Ship of Fools, Fintan O’Toole’s 
book about the rise and fall of the 
Celtic Tiger came highly recom-
mended and should be compulsory 
reading for Irish and Irish Ameri-
cans alike. Backhanders, bribery 
and corruption on a grand scale as 
our politicians, bankers and devel-
opers made a “pig’s mickey” out 
of our developing economy. The 
fallout will go on for years.

The Fethard-on–Sea Boycott by 
Tim Fanning chronicles the tale of 
the Cloney family in rural Wexford. 
1957… the Catholic Church… a 
small village… a mixed marriage. 
It’s a great story of a time when a 
mixed marriage had consequences. 
It became at the time a national 
scandal and more recently the 
subject of the feature film, A Love 
Divided. 

YouTube has more Irish music 
than you can shake a stick at, but 
check out Bright Blue Rose/Four 
Courts filmed at the IAHC in March 
by IAN’s Cathy Curry and Weekend 
Irish/Barleyjuice which was filmed 
at Irish festivals last summer by Kay 
Brewer. Both are brilliant.

World Cup
It was my favorite World Cup 

ever, full of surprise, excitement, 
heartache and shock. As we watched 
France, Italy, England, USA, Brazil 
and Argentina go home early. Talent 
beat out hype and the cream rose 
to the top. Spain reigned in South 
Africa and deserved the final victory. 
My tinnitus is beginning to fade 
along with the sound of the pesky 
vuvuzela.

Bits And Pieces
ringo turned 70, hugh Mor-

rison’s new album Robert Burns 
Rocks is brilliant. Kasir, a Danish/
Irish trad band will be at Milwaukee 
Fest and will play several gigs in the 
Chicago area. St. Alexander’s Catho-
lic School in Villa Park are having an 
Irish Festival the weekend of August 
13th, 14th and 15th. 
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DuFour Editions: Presenting 
Exciting Books About Our Irish Heritage

Dufour Editions imports first rate 
books from Ireland and distributes 
them here in the United States.

The books from Dufour pres-
ent caaried aspects of our Irish 
Heritage: history, biography, theatre, 
film, sports, travel guides, books of 
pictures and the natural beauty of 
Ireland, books of humor and many 
other topics. 

These compelling publications are 
available now. They can be purchased 
from Dufour Editions, Inc. P.O. Box 
7, Chester Springs, PA-- 19425-
0007. Phone: 610-458-5005; info@
dufoureditions.com

bedsheets and wires. It broke when 
Donnelly was part of the way down 
the outside of the wall. The man still 
on top of the wall fell back inside the 
prision. Donnelly was outside, and 
despite the pain, he realized he had 
only seconds to get away before the 
guards would come. 

"12,000 royal Ulster Constabu-
lary and B Specials began one of 
their biggest manhunts." They never 
caught him!

In the dedication, he thanks the 
"brave and often nameless people...
who assisted me fifty years ago at great 
personal risk.. to ensure my freedom." 

Uncommon Valor 
1916, and the Battle 
for So. Dublin Union

Another book filled with excited-
ment, adventure and super human 
bravery is Uncommon valor 1916, 
and The Battle For The South Dublin 
Union by Paul O'Brien.

The South Dublin Union was 

a complex of many buildings that 
included hospitals, living quarters 
for patients and doctors, churches, 
and even a bakery. It covered over 
50 acres. 

It commanded the southern ap-
proach to Dublin that the British 
army would have to use. So in the 
Uprising of 1916, it was occupied 
by 120 Irish volunteers. they were 
commanded by Eomonn Ceannt--
whose picture I respectfully keep at 
my front door. 

Commandant Ceannt and his 
men would ensure that every inch 
of the South Dublin Union would be 
contested...This wouls be a model for 
modern urban guerrilla warfare. 

Great pictures and maps tell the 
story of how a small force of highly 
dedicated Irishmen held off the huge 
British force sent against them. They 
held out for a week, until ordered to 
surrender by volunteer leaders trying 
to prevent more bloodshed. 

Eomonn Ceannt was ordered to 
leave the South Dublin Union and 
march his men to central Dublin 
to surrender. A witness described 
their arrival. " The whole column 
marched splendidly, with guns 
slung from their left shoulders and 
their hands swinging freely at their 
sides. They wore no look of defeat, 
bu rather of victory. My eyes were 
riveted on [Ceannt] so tall was his 
form, so noble his bearing, and so 
manly his stride. He was indeed the 
worthy captian of a brave band who 
had fought... for Ireland."

Within days he was dead. Shot 
by the British. They were convinced 
they had destroyed the 1916 Upris-
ing.

However, they had overlooked 
one of the prisioners. He was Mi-
chael Collins and he was their im-
placable foe. Against an enormous 
British army, he was to lead the Irish 
forces to victory. 

Defour also presents these mi-
nutely documented books about 
1916-1923 period of Irish history. 
The authors are careful to be histori-
cally accurate, but lively.

Escape From 
Europe's Alcatraz!

In Prisioner 1082- escape from 
Crumlin Road, Europe's Alcatraz, 
Donal Donnelly tells the story of how 
he escaped from that prison.

Crumlin Road Jail in Belfast 
was said to be escape proof. It was 
so secure and fortified that it was 
called Europe's Alcatraz. It was 
impregnable--one one could break 
out. But on a cold winter in 1960, 
Donal Donnelly did.

Seach lights lit up the walls, police 
marksmen manned the guard towers, 
the prison wardens were constantly 
vigilant.

However, motivated by passion-
ate devotion to the ideals of the IRA, 
two young Irishmen were making an 
escape. They had sawed through the 
window bars in their cells and had 
gotten to the top of a 25 foot wall.

They had made a rope of strips of 

The Irish Civil War
by Tim Pat Coggan
and George Morrison
A classic. It has many great pic-

tures from this period. It in written 
in journalistic style, is lively reading, 
and is eerily contemporary.

During the 1916-1923 period, 
idealism and powerful emotions pro-
pelled ordinary people to accompish 
extraoridnary things. (Out of print).
More by Frank West next page
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Fascinating 
Irish Folklore
Book Available
By Mike Houlihan

My friend Marian Newman sent 
me a copy of a book put together in 
her community in Swinford called A 
Story Told to Us Last Night. I’d like to 

recommend this book to all Irish American 
News readers who are interested in history, 
mythology, and tales from the old country.  
Marian will be selling the book at Milwau-

The Munster Republic, 
Civil War in North Cork

Along with the history of the Civil War in Cork, 
this book describes an event that caused the Civil 
War!

P a r t i t i o n , 
the Civil War, 

"The Troubles" 
in the North, 
the Good Fri-
day Agreement, 
even the recent 
Bloody Sunday 
R epor ts  are 
results of that 
1921 decision.

Returning 
from the safety 
o f  A m e r i c a , 
deValera met 
four times before the truce of 1921 with lloyd 
George, the Prime Minister of Britian. The meet-
ings took place in london on July 14, 15, 18 and 
21, 1921.

The author quotes historians: "is anyone so 
foolish as to believe that when Mr. deValera was 
closeted with Lloyd George for a week that they 
were discussing independence," and later "Mr. 
deValera... ascertained exactly how far England 
was prepared to go." The author quotes another 
historian "the achievement of a republic through 
negotiation was impossible." 

Yet, knowing an all-Ireland republic was im-
possible, deValera sent Michael Collins to attempt 
to do what he knew was impossible. That decision 

by deValera caused the Civil 
War. And that decision caused 
Ireland to be afflicted with 
untold human suffering for 
generations to come.

Also about this period Du-
four presents the first of a ten 
book series about he Military 
History of the Irish Civil War.

Battle for 
Limerick City

by Padrig OG O Ruairc
Those opposed to the new 

national government hoped 
to establish a republic in 
Limerick. This book is about 
the Strategy used by both sides and the fierce 
fighting that followed. 

This marvelous book is throughly re-
searched, features a 
67 page bibliography 
of interviews, books, 
internet sources, etc., 
and a 20 page index. 
It is a compendium of 
the struggle for inde-
pendence in Dublin. 

As I was finishing 
this review, another 
book in the outstand-
ing mercier series the 
Military History of 
the Irish Civil War, 
arrived from Dufour 
Editions.

The Summer
Campaign
of Kerry 
by Tom Doyle

Those units of fight-
ers opposed to the new 
national Irish government 
retreated to the west of 
Ireland. There they hoped 
to establish a republic in 
the Kerry-Cork-Galway-
Limerick area. This was to 
be the Munster Republic.

In a series of brilliant 
amphibious landings, na-
tional army troops were put 

ashore at various places on the Atlantic 
coast. The anti-treatyites quickly found 
national soldiers in front of them, and now, 

behind them. They were encircled. 
Surrender soon followed-- many 

were permitted to go into exile, if 
they promised never to return to 
Ireland. And some came to Chi-
cago.

kee Irish Fest in August. Visit her and pick 
up a copy at the author’s tent. 

the book is 240 pages and is available 
for $35 in hardcover and $24 in softcover.

The book uses a selection of local stories 
from the 1937/38 National Folklore Col-
lection, schools, and stories written by the 
children of 2010 from Midfield National 
School.  All stories are in the children’s 
original handwriting as were the original 
stories of 1937/38.  

The editors have been granted permis-
sion from University College Dublin, owner 
of the copyright, to publish the stories, 
making A Story Told to Us Last Night the 
first time that UCD have given permis-
sion to publish the stories in the children’s 
original handwriting other than the one off 
illustration in a book-- which refers to the 
folklore collection.  The book includes both 
photographs 
from the past 
and present 
also.

In 1937 the 
Irish Folklore 
Commission, 
in collabora-
tion with the 
Department 
of Education 
and the Irish 
N a t i o n a l 
Teachers’ Or-
ganisation, initiated a revolutionary scheme 
in which schoolchildren were encouraged 
to collect and document folklore and local 
history. 

The children collected the material 
mainly from their family members as well 
as other older members of the local com-
munity or school district. 

there have been 1,000 first edition 
hardback books published and the remain-
ing in soft back. - Hardback is on sale for 
€29.99 ($35.00) and softcover for €19.99 
($24.00).

All proceeds from the sale of the book 
will go to the school development fund. 

www.midfield-development.ie.
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To place a
Wedding Announcement, 

Brith Announcement,
 or O’Bituary call

  
708-445-0700

RadioCelt.com Launches Compass Records Showcase

Get ready Chicago, the Irish are taking 
over local radio. Multichannel Internet 
radio station, RadioCelt.com, has recently 
announced the launch of a new channel re-
served exclusively for world leading Celtic 
record company Compass Record artist. 

The station, titled “Compass Records 
Showcase,” will be available to listener 24 

hours a day and will feature newer, current 
artists as well as past favorites like Solas, 
Liz Carroll, Beoga and Teada. And with 
Compass’ acquisition of other Celtic re-
cord labels, such as Green Linnet Records 
and Mulligan Records, the song catalogue 
is truly endless. 

radioCelt itself was founded in 2004 by 

Irish singer and producer Michael Londra 
and broadcasts from the Near North base 
in Chicago.

The station calls attention to Celtic 
music worldwide and through the power 
of the Internet, brings together Irish music 
fans from all over the globe. 

To listen, visit www.radiocelt.com.
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Sean Farrell

From the
Motherland

The Home Front
Ireland is now well on the way 

towards the next general election. 
Many observers doubt the ability 
of the coalition to last beyond this 
year, let alone run to full term in mid 
2012. even though it could be argued 
that the economy is now in a state of 
fragile equilibrium (revenue more or 
less on target, unemployment more or 
less static) there is a weary public ac-
ceptance that things will not get easier, 
that several tough budgets lie ahead 
and that the Celtic Tiger chickens are 
coming home with a vengeance.

Opinion polls indicate that, recog-
nizing that any alternative government 
would have to pursue fiscal policies 
and tough measures broadly similar to 
those the government has taken since 
2008, the electorate seems determined 
to hold Fianna Fail in particular (in 
power since 1997) responsible for 
bringing the crash about. Public ire 
has been compounded in recent weeks 
by growing awareness of the human 
cost of the crash and the necessary 
remedies, set against the amounts 
committed to bailing out the banks. 
Stealth cuts affecting carers for the 
mentally and physically disabled have 
brought people onto the streets while 
public attention has now also begun 
to focus on the housing and mortgage 
time bomb.

For better or worse the govern-
ment has pursued a particular policy 
towards the banks and the developers, 
including a wide ranging guarantee 
covering the banks and their investors. 
No one has answered satisfactorily 
what the immediate consequences 
for the economy of not issuing the 
guarantee in September 2008 would 
have been. Yet the issue has clearly 
left a sour taste when combined 
with the money sunk into buying the 
banks’ doubtful loans, leaving only 
a bare cupboard for everyone else. 
There is no money to stimulate the 
economy and little beyond words to 
offer succour to those in financial 
straits, including, for the first time, 
significant numbers from the politi-
cally important middle class.

Given the Irish attitude to property 
ownership, the housing and mortgage 
situation may prove perhaps the bit-
terest legacy of the Celtic Tiger. The 
economy going belly-up is seen as a 
problem for society, or the EU. The 
debt of the individual is very much a 
personal problem. Factor in property 

and many raw nerves are exposed. The 
spending spree on property during the 
boom touched a great many people. 
Properties were remortgaged; equity 
was drawn down, often for frivolous 
consumer spending. But most went 
into the property boom, fuelling it. 
Credit, cheaper than ever before, was 
widely available. Nearly everyone 
who could, borrowed. Young people, 
first time buyers, scrambled to get on 
the property ladder while they still 
could. And now …the party feeling 
has been replaced by a hangover.

Currently the housing market is 
stagnant. Property prices have crashed, 
by between 33% and 50% depending 
on location. Virtually all new units 
bought since 2003 or 2004 (the level 
to which prices have now fallen) are in 
negative equity, and prices have yet to 
bottom out definitively. Demand has 
all but disappeared. Compounding 
this, the banks, so recently profligate 
with lending, have now rediscovered 
prudence, prompted by a new and 
tough financial regulator, and will 
only lend small multiples of income 
and no more than 80% of the cost, 
further discouraging new and first 
time buyers. There is no trading up 
as those already in at the bottom are 
crippled by negative equity. Very few 
new houses are being built and much 
of visible construction consists of 
project completion on behalf of credi-
tors. There is no prospect of improve-
ment in the short term.

The country is sprinkled with 
“ghost estates”, located mainly (but 
by no means entirely) in rural areas. 
These date from just before the crash 
and include partially completed hous-
es, as well as estates and apartment 
complexes all but finished but with 
few or no buyers or occupants. Esti-
mates of the numbers of unoccupied or 
unfinished dwellings vary widely but 
the number is considerably in excess 
of 100,000. Many, particularly in the 
west, are unlikely ever to be viable. 
Some form of triage approach appears 
most likely with some estates destined 
to be abandoned or demolished, others 
earmarked for fire sales (any fire sales 
in desirable areas are likely to depress 
the market further).

Mortgaged properties in nega-
tive equity can be broadly divided 
into two—those where the owner is 
coping and those where the owner is 
under pressure on the mortgage (job 
gone or income reduced or with a 

short term loan falling due). The first 
group face no immediate problem 
and collectively will aim to hunker 
down in the expectation that prices 
will rise again in the medium term as 
the economy recovers.

The pressing problem lies with 
the second group and this is now fast 
becoming a political issue. Many are 
young or first time buyers who got 
mortgages of up to 100%, sometimes 
more, for amounts of $250,000 or up. 
Many are currently in negative equity 
of at least a third. Where jobs have 
been lost there is simply no way the 
mortgage can be met. The bald figures 
are that, at the beginning of July, one 
in twenty five residential mortgages 
(32,321) were three months or more in 
arrears, a figure expected to increase 
rapidly as temporary moratoriums 
on repayments expire and as interest 
rates inevitably rise above the current 
historic lows. There is no risk sharing 
with Irish mortgages. The keys can-
not be handed back. The borrower 
remains liable for the full amount 
of the loan—a financial albatross 
which threatens to retard the pace and 
strength of any economic recovery.

The government has, up to now, 
approached the issue warily. The lend-
ing institutions were prevailed upon 
initially to delay taking action over 
arrears and so far this has worked in 
most cases. This is probably due as 
much to the weakness of the institu-
tions (what would they do with a 
surfeit of repossessed properties in a 
falling market in any event?) as to the 
government’s entreaties. In early July 
a government-sponsored expert group 
suggested a negotiating process for 
borrowers in difficulties but left open 
the option for the banks to repossess 
failing all else. Time will tell how suc-
cessful this approach will be. The last 
thing the government wants is a flood 
of repossessions and/or bankruptcies 
affecting ordinary people.

The group’s next report, due in 
September, is to deal with the elephant 
in the room—negative equity—and 
is expected also to consider the hot 
potato of possible debt forgiveness. 
The debate on this has already begun, 
focussing on possible percentage write 
downs by the lenders, and/or the state 
assuming part of the loans. Among 
the arguments against are that writ-
ing down would further weaken the 
banks and that the state has no money 
to intervene. A further point has been 
made that to bail out those in trouble 
would invite “moral hazard,” i.e. the 
delinquents—or others—would do it 
all again given the chance. I cannot 
recall morality being invoked when 
the banks and developers were being 
rescued! And if the banks merited help 
for the benefit of society, who is to say 
that people do not? This one will run.
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New Vatican Rules

“Isn’t this where we came in?” We often said 
this after we went to see a movie and got there 
after it started. Believe it or not, the new rules 
don’t require bishops to report sex abuse claims 
to the police, and there are no sanctions for 
those who cover up abusers. What else could 
we expect from Pope Benedict XVI? 

Women priests? Gynophobia is rampant at 
the Vatican. Any woman who attempts to be 
ordained and anyone who assists her is imme-
diately excommunicated.

Anybody who abuses a mentally challenged 
person is now on a level with sexual abusers 
of children. Do you remember the scene in the 
movie The Magdalene Laundries when the 
mentally challenged young woman Crispina 
was forced to perform fellatio on the predatory 
priest? The Magdalene Asylums were not even 
included in the Ryan Report. 

ACLU
The American Civil Liberties Union says the 

Arizona immigration law threatens civil rights 
and public safety. They left out the part about the 
Democrats needing the Hispanic vote. They left 
out the part about criminal activity, drug smug-
gling, and those who smuggle and exploit illegal 
aliens holding them hostage for money and forc-
ing them to perform sexual acts. It’s all about the 
money. So whose civil rights are being violated?

Why did the Mexicans want to leave their 
country? The answer is, criminals have taken it 
over. The gov’t and the army has lost control of 
the border towns.

Have you ever crossed the Canadian border? 
I know I have many times, and had to produce 
identification every time. Every country I ever 
visited other than Canada, made me show them 
my passport. Once again, the lone exception to 
that was the time I crossed the Mexican border 
into Nogales, back in the late 80s.

Reverend Kevin Gray
this 64-year old priest from the hartford, 

Ct, Catholic Diocese reportedly has stolen $1.3 
million from Sacred Heart Church. The money 
was spent on luxury hotels, expensive restaurants, 

clothing from 
Brooks Broth-
ers and Armani. 
The “clincher”—
m a l e  e s c o r t s 
from Campus 
Escorts in New 
York. Does the 

Peter Principle apply here? The Peter Principle 
states that people are promoted to their level of 
incompetence. Was he robbing Peter to pay for 
Peter? He allegedly used stolen money to pay 
for Harvard tuition for a man he met in the park. 
He has a problem with the Church’s position on 
homosexuality. Imagine this man serving you 
Communion or hearing your confession. Bless 
you Father, for you have sinned. I wonder if he’s 
a liberal Democrat.

Arizona Law
the state of Arizona Senate Bill 1070 is 

16-pages in length. the following provisions 
are part of the Bill:

“F. EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN FEDERAL 
LAW, OFFICIALS OR AGENCIES OF THIS 
STATE AND COUNTIES, CITIES, TOWNS 
AND OTHER POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS 
OF THIS STATE MAY NOT BE PROHIBITED 
OR IN ANY WAY BE RESTRICTED FROM 
SENDING, RECEIVING OR MAINTAINING 
INFORMATION RELATING TO THE IMMI-
GRATION STATUS OF ANY INDIVIDUAL 
OR EXCHANGING THAT INFORMATION 
WITH AY OTHER FEDERAL, STATE OR LO-
CAL GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY FOR THE 
FOLLOWING OFFICIAL PURPOSES:”

“1 .  De terMINING elIGIBIl It Y For 
ANY PUBLIC BENEFIT,  SERVICE OR LI-
CENSE PROVIDED BY ANY FEDER AL, 
STATE,  LOCAL OR OTHER POLIT IC AL 
SUBDIVISION OF THIS STATE.”

“4. IF the PerSoN IS AN AlIeN, De-
TERMINING WHETHER THE PERSON IS 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE FEDERAL 
REGISTRATION LAWS PRESCRIBED BY 
TITLE II ,  CHAPTER 7 OF THE FEDERAL 
IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY ACT.”

Sheriff Joe
“The Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio 

launched its 16th crime and immigration sweep 
in a stretch of desert in the southwestern U.S.-
Mexico border, on Thursday.”

“Although the next crime suppression opera-
tion had been announced for July 29, Arpaio 
said the one-day sweep was executed sooner 
due to reports of many drug and immigrant 
smugglers activity through the Vekol Valley.”

“Arpaio ordered the deployment of a power-
ful belt-fed .50 caliber machine gun to be on 
site during the operation to ensure deputies’ 
safety, as there have been recent reports of 
violence in the desolate desert areas.”

“If anyone shoots at our deputies, they are 
going to have a problem,” said Arpaio in a news 
conference in the minutes prior to the sweep.”

Belgian Police
The Pope is angry over Belgium Police raid 

investigating suspected pedophiles among the 
clergy. 

The raid took place at the residence of the 

Archbishop of Malines in Mechlen, Belgium. 
The police confiscated all computers, DVDs, 
CDs, documents and cell phones, and nobody 
was allowed to leave the building. The search 
lasted for nine hours, from 10:30am to 7:30pm. 
The police also opened a crypt in St. Mechlin’s 
Rombout Cathedral looking for documents and 
they carried away 500 sexual abuse files from 
the Adriaenssens’ Commission in Leuven.

LeBron James
Who cares where he goes? And why did 

Jesse Jackson, Sr. view Mr. Gilberts’ harsh 
criticism of LeBron as something akin to slav-
ery? Jesse said Gilberts’ “feelings of betrayal 
personified a slavemaster mentality.” He also 
said the owner saw James as a “runaway slave.” 
C’mon Jesse! The man will make tens of $mil-
lions in his lifetime, if he doesn’t screw it up. 
We need more men like Shaquille O’Neill who 
stayed “grounded,” totally in touch with the real 
world. Shaq couldn’t stomach Kobe Bryant’s 
ego in Los Angeles, and left town. Michael 
Jordan gave LeBron a thumbs down, saying he 
never would have done what James did. 

Lindsay Lohan
What a waste of time! What a nasty little 

girl. Grow up! 

The Rod and Patty Show
Can you believe the language? F-ing this 

and f-ing that. Buying clothing, his and hers, 
$400,000 worth, holy crap! the question is, will 
all of his rhetoric lead to a conviction? You have 
to wonder why the Democrats ever put him in the 
State House, especially the second time. If con-
victed, he will appeal. If he loses the appeal, he 
will go the federal tennis camp in Wisconsin.

Chicago P.D.
Four police officers have been killed in just 

four months time. When policeman who are 
armed and in uniform are being gunned down, 
what chance to do ordinary citizens have? My 
cousin from Ireland is visiting Chicago for a few 
weeks. He has been advised to steer clear of the 
South and West sides. 

They should resurrect the idea of bringing in 
the National Guard to patrol the streets in Engle-
wood. Condolences to the families and fellow 
officers of Michael Bailey, Thomas Wortham IV, 
Thor Soderberg and Alan Haymaker.

St. Mel’s Windows
When St. Mel’s Holy Ghost Catholic Church 

closed, two of the stained-glass windows from 
the Sacristy were given to the Irish American 
heritage Center. Now, some 20 years later, we 
opened the crates and have decided to put the 
windows on exhibit. In order to do so, we first had 
the windows inspected by the Drehobl Art Glass 
Company and they are in need of minor repair 
and cleaning, which would cost $1,200. In addi-
tion, we would need to build oak frames for the 
windows, which will be backlighted when they 
are on display. To accomplish that, we are seeking 
a total of $3,000. If you would like to contribute 
to this project, please send a check to the Irish 
American Heritage Center, addressed to the “St. 
Mel’s Windows Project,” 4626 N. knox, Chicago, 
Il, 60630. We would appreciate your support.

iBAM! Chicago 2010
Book, Art, Music Celebration

November 6-7
Benefitting the IAHC

See www.iannews.com
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Irish American News Editor 
Cliff Carlson asked me recently 
to pen a column about interior 
design, the closing of my family’s 
80 year old home furnishings 
business, and the start of my 
new venture. I am grateful for 
the opportunity. Bear with me, 
dear reader, through some brief 
history, till we get to the real star 
of the story: You.

Hugh Plunkett, Sr., my late 
grandfather, came here from 
County Cavan in the late 1920’s. 
After enrolling in Loyola Univer-
sity Law School, he found a job 
doing stock work at a large home 
furnishings firm in Chicago. His 
good taste and innate nice way 
with people helped him advance 
into sales. The Depression hit. 
The firm folded. He and two other 
top salesmen—one, Jewish and 
one, German—launched out on 
their own. They learned much 
from each other and found early 
success. Eventually my grandfa-
ther went solo.

It should be noted and always 
remembered that behind most 
good men is a great woman. Rose 

“of the road” Brady followed him 
to the States where they wed. 
Before long she was running her 
husband’s office, along with the 
household and three children. 
Not coincidentally, both pursuits 
flourished. Sons John (my father) 
and Hugh, Jr. later joined the 
business. It grew. The emphasis 
was always on the Customer—
providing great service, a strong 
value, and helping folks create 
homes they’d be comfortable in 
and proud of. Prayers from Chica-
goland clergy also helped propel 
the business and led to Plunketts 
furnishing many churches, con-
vents, rectories and schools.

Plunkett Home Furnishings 
closed its doors last year, vic-
tim of a tough economy and a 
strained business model (high 
bricks & mortar and inventory 
overhead expenses). We fought 
hard to save it. While I don’t wish 
that experience on my worst en-
emy, it has been liberating and has 
given wings to a new opportunity. 
I’ll explain momentarily. 

First and most importantly, 
though, a huge “Thank you, 
Chicagoland friends and loyal 
customers.” Your support has 

been the source of our inspiration 
for many years.

Second, thanks to the support 
of loyal Plunkett Furniture sup-

pliers and trade partners, I now 
have direct access to many of 
the industry’s most sought-after 
resources. Yet with the retail over-
head expense now gone, I can 
offer substantial savings com-
pared to furniture stores, North 
Carolina retailers, or regional 
design centers. Coupled with a 
love for interior design and ability 
to help you create great looking 
rooms and homes, I believe we 

have some of the makings of a 
successful endeavor. Note, I said 
some of the makings. There lies 
a missing piece.

This is where You come in. 
Your aspirations and desires, 
thoughts and questions about 
your home—decorating it, fur-
nishing it, improving or remod-
eling it, along with your likes 
and dislikes about any of these 
processes—will be the inspira-

tion and direction for all that we 
do.  Your response is key. If we 
are good listeners, whatever we 
do together will work. Our mis-
sion: To establish a dialog that 
helps bring more enjoyment and 
value to that all-important place 
you call Home.

I look forward to hearing from 
you! 

John Plunkett; 847-710-7775; 
jrp7775@gmail.com.
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(L-R) Clare Dwyer, Officer Michael Paul, Commissioner and Vice President, Kathleen Therese 
Meany, with the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago, and Jane Nealis, 
former police officer.
At the February Monthly Service Award Meeting, Mark Donahue, President of the Fraternal Order 
of Police, Chicago lodge #7, presented the Distinguished Service Award to Chicago Police officers 
Michael Paul, Steven Jacoby, Brian Sloyan, Ruben DeAvila, Juan Rivera, Steven Robbins, Steven 
Swain, and Paul Woods, for their “dedication to duty and courage in a difficult situation” in which an 
armed and dangerous offender was permanently removed from the streets of the City of Chicago.

Pappas Honors 
Chicagoland’s Ethnic 
Chambers of Commerce 
Cook County Treasurer Maria Pappas presents an 
award of excellence to Thomas Lynch, secretary 
for the Chicago Irish American Alliance, in 
Pappas’ downtown Chicago office. Chambers 
of Commerce and business organizations 
representing many of Chicagoland’s ethnic 
communities were honored at the gathering. 

Notre Dame Football 
Analysis Coming to IAN

Former Chicago native, Brian Boru Clarke, 
a freelance writer who has followed Notre 
Dame Football for years, speaks from the 
perspective of both fan and critic. An aspiring 
actor, he studied at the Walnut Street Theatre in 
Philadelphia and with director Mike Lemon at 
Mike Lemon Casting.  Fighting Irish fans will 
appreciate his keen post game analysis.

Look for his perspective in upcoming issues 
and on the web at www.iannews.com.

We Get Letters

Dear Mr. West,
Upon reading your recent review of De 

Valera In America, I feel compelled to put 
pen to paper and set the record straight. 
First, your job as a commentator “journal-
ist” is to state the facts correctly. But like 
the liberal media in this country, you let 
your personal opinions intervene. 

Fact: Did you know De Valera was the 
last commander to surrender in 1916? Your 
slight on his courage is appalling. 

Fact: It was the local IRA commanders 
that fought the Tan War. Michael Collins 
was director of intelligence in Dublin. 

Fact: The IRA soldiers were almost, to 
a man, anti-treaty. Blaming De Valera for 
the civil war is just living in the blue shirt 
politics of the 1920s and 30s. this brings 
no real good to peace and unity in today’s 
Ireland. On the question of the money col-
lected in the United States, this is clearly 
an attack by you on the man’s personal 
character. Where are the facts to back up 
your accusations? You also label the Irish 
Press Newspaper as a propaganda tool. 

Friendly Home Service: 
Helping to Take Care
of Family and Friends

After working a full day, who wouldn’t want 
a little time to themselves?

Friendly Home Services offers affordable 
rates for those families who need time to relax. 
Services include: assistance for the elderly-- by 
certified caregivers and CNAs, companions, 
housekeepers, drivers, babysitters/nannies and 
domestic couples. 

With over 20 years of experience, Friendly 
depends on a clients trust and offers free home 
conferences with their personnel and the clients 
family. All services are performed in the clients 
very own home and Friendly feels it is their re-
sponsibility to make sure both client and employee 
feel comfortable with each other at all times.

Wages vary depending on job service 
requested. A courtesy hotline is available 24 
hours a day with staff speaking English, Polish, 
Russian and Ukrainian. Friendly is willing to 
fit their staff to the clients needs when he or 
she needs them.

Interested? Call 773-545-7776 because one 
call does it all! 

New DVD Set 
Commemorates The 
Tumultuous Years

Shanachie Entertainment presents a new 
DVD compilation set featuring two breath-
taking documentaries that cover the death of 
old Irish rule and the birth of the new Irish 
Republic. 

Let me tell you, as a person who grew up 
in Ireland, the paper was to be found in 
90 percent of homes. Are all Irish people 
propagandists too? You are clearly play-
ing with politics here instead of stating 
the facts. Any student of Irish history 
knows De Valera was never wanting for 
courage—he spent more time in prison 
than out of it during this period.

You need to get your facts straight, Mr. 
West. You may be well intentioned, but 
the truth needs to be told here. We do not 
need someone like you trying to rewrite 
Irish history. 

Thank You,  Jack Stewart
In Mise Eire (I am Ireland), the viewer 

follows the history of the Irish war for Inde-
pendence through actual newsreels from the 
period. The documentary covers the years 
1896-1918, starting out following the inde-
pendent movement through the eyes of such 
prominent figures as Michael Collins and Ea-
mon de Valera and concluding at the election 
victories of 1918. 

Produced in 1959, the film became an 
instant classic among documentary films and 
historical coverage and was notably the first full 
length Irish language film ever made. The new 
release provides fans plenty of special features 
and new never-before-released footage. 

The second documentary, Saoirse? (Free-
dom?), continues from where the previous 
film leaves off. Saoirse? follows the turmoil 
between 1919 to 1922, covering the War of 
Independence by showing its guerilla warfare 
attacks and reprisals, the Truce and Treaty, the 
establishment of the Free State and the outbreak 
of the Civil War. 

Like in Mise Eire, this film provides news-
reel coverage and follows the actions of some of 
Ireland’s most notorious freedom fighters. 
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Convert or Not
to Convert, That
is the Question

We just entered into the second 
half of 2010, and I continue to 
receive questions from concerned 
investors as to whether a Roth 
conversion is a good move for 
them. For those of you who are 
still considering a conversion, or 
those who do not know what a 
Roth conversion is; this month’s 
article is aimed at providing you 
with more education and guid-
ance before making the move.

Starting on January 1, 2010, 
the rules regarding Roth IRA 
conversions changed, allowing 
all investors the option to convert 
their traditional IRA accounts 
to a roth IrA. Prior to 2010, 
only tax payers with a modified 
adjusted gross income under 
$100k were allowed the option 
to convert. This new tax law has 
created quite a bit of attention and 
has left investors with a tough 
question, should I convert? 

What is a Roth IRA?
First, let’s address the differ-

ences between a Roth IRA and a 
Traditional IRA. Roth IRA’s are 
funded with after tax dollars and 
like traditional IRA’s, the earn-
ings grow tax free. One difference 
comes at the time you start taking 
withdrawals. With a Traditional 
IRA, withdrawals are taxed at 
ordinary income tax rates. With 
a Roth IRA, the withdrawals are 
TAX FREE. 

Another difference is when you 
are required to take your money 
out. In a traditional IRA you must 
take “required minimum distribu-
tions” (rMD) starting at age 70 
1⁄2. With a roth IrA no rMD 
exists. This means you can keep 
your money in a tax deferred ac-
count longer. 

When taking into account these 
advantages, the Roth IRA seems 
to be the better solution. However, 
converting your traditional IRA 
to a Roth IRA might not make 
financial sense for you. Here are 
some things you need to consider 
before making the switch. 

Can you pay the 
taxes?

When you convert to a Roth 
IRA, you are required to pay 
taxes on the amount you convert. 
Basically, you are paying taxes 
now for tax free withdrawals 
later. If you plan on using your 
IRA money to pay the taxes, a 
conversion probably will not 
make sense. If you have non IRA 
money available to pay the tax 
bill, a conversion might make 
sense. The new law also allows 
investors who convert to a Roth 
IrA in 2010 two tax payment 
options. One, pay the entire tax 
bill in 2010, or option two, split 
the taxes equally between 2011 
and 2012. Splitting the tax bill 
over 2 years might sound like a 
better deal, but you have to con-
sider the risk of higher tax rates 
in the future. 

Another factor you have to 
consider is the loss of growth or 
earnings on the money you use 
to pay the tax. If you convert a 
$150k IrA and you are in the 
28% tax bracket; you are look-
ing at a $42k tax bill. You have 
to consider the potential future 
earnings potential on that $42k 
and compare it to the benefit of 
future tax free withdrawals to see 
which one makes more financial 
sense. 

What is your time 
horizon?

Depending how close you 
are from taking withdrawals 
from your IRA account will 

also have an effect on whether a 
Roth conversion makes sense for 
you. In order to take TAX FREE 
withdrawals from a converted 
Roth IRA, the account needs to 
be open for at least 5 years. So if 
you make the conversion in 2010, 
you have to wait until 2015 before 
you take any withdrawals. Also, 
remember the RMD benefit. If 
you do not plan on taking IRA 
withdrawals until late in retire-
ment or if you plan on passing 
your IRA to your beneficiaries, a 
Roth conversion could be a good 
option for you.

What is your tax rate at 
time of withdrawal?

For many investors, their in-
come tax rate during retirement 
will be lower than their current 
rate. This is important because 
you may possibly pay a higher 
percentage of tax on that money 
now, than if you waited until you 
are in a lower tax bracket during 
retirement. The other variable to 
consider is that no one knows 
what the tax rates will be in the 
future. 

One thing is clear about the 
Roth IRA conversion, it is not for 
everyone. If you are considering a 
conversion, you need to take in to 
account many factors about your 
individual financial situation and 
make some educated assumptions 
about what the future holds. My 
best advice for anyone consider-
ing a Roth IRA conversion is to 
talk to your financial advisor or 
financial planner. They have the 
tools necessary to run detailed 
scenarios on your specific situa-
tion to make sure you make the 
right decision. 

John P. Daly is a CERTIFIED 
FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and 
President of Daly Investment 
Management, LLC a fee only 
Registered Investment Advisor 
specializing in financial planning 
and wealth management. Phone: 
312-239-1317 email: john@
dalyinvestment.com Readers are 
encouraged to call or email John 
with questions regarding Invest-
ments or Financial Planning. 
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229 N Northwest Hwy, Park Ridge
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Call Mary 847-825-7615

Bill Margeson

Tradition
In Review

visit Ireland 2010
See

Athlone & District 
Tourist Guide

www.athlone.ie Well, it has happened again. Aside from our 
annual encouragement to you to get to Mil-
waukee for this year’s Fest—ALWAYS fab—it 
has happened again. In writing a few in-depth 
reviews the last few months on Kevin Burke, 
Brian Finnegan and Alan O’Leary, we have let 
slip a number of goodies. So, brace yourself, 
darling. This is gonna be one of those machine 
gun columns covering 11 albums. one quick note. 
Have you Googled Copperplate Distribution as 
we have encouraged you? No? Copperplate is 
the best place in the world for the true trad fan, 
and if you are not familiar with it, and Alan 
O’Leary, you cannot call yourself a real trad fan. 
And, best of all, sign up for Alan’s free monthly 
podcast. It is the best and most enjoyable trad 
music program in the world. No argument. Rest 
assured, we will continue to 
flog Copperplate. Our job is to 
bring you the best. Here we go 
with a blur. This will be a rapid 
fire guide to the best stuff out 
in the past few months (or lon-
ger) that we haven’t told you 
about yet. Your job is to find 
it. Good place to start is the 
aforementioned Copperplate 
site, and The Rampant Lion 
in Villa Park.

1. Danu is out with a brand 
new treat, Seanchas. The group has had some 
personnel changes. This is their best album, 
showing total musical maturity and understand-
ing. The early leader for Vocal/Instrumental Al-
bum of the Year. The tunes are sensational, deeply 
trad and played to perfection. It also has the 
added benefit of featuring the best female singer 
in the trad business right now, Muireann nic Am-
hlaoibh. This album is just about perfect. 

2. The best female group in Irish music is The 
London Lasses. Easily. No debate. A sextet—
well, there is one guy, Pete Quinn. But, this 
is about the women. Incredible musicians and 
singers. Never mind that they are all gorgeous. 
Well, that helps. The fourth album is By Night 
& By Day. This music is so wonderful, it stuns 
us that all the major Festival venues in America 
are not booking and flying the Lasses in. The 
festival bookers are totally asleep at the wheel. 

Now, you’re not. Get this spectacular piece of 
musical, trad business. Marvelous.

3. Michael McGoldrick is a god in the busi-
ness, and we’re told—a great guy. His new album 
is, Aurora. Available through Compass. This man 
cannot put a step wrong. Lots of guests on the 
album, but he may be the definitive flute and 
whistle man in the music. His arrangements are 
heavenly. This is totally brill. A must have. It IS 
McGoldrick, for God’s sakes. The most copied 
guy in trad, and with good reason.

4. Speaking of McGoldrick, he co-founded 
the popular, Lunasa. The group is out with its 
newest, La Nua. It is not their best ever. Too much 
of that Middle East tempo, minor key crapola 
pioneered several years ago in an album entitled, 
East Wind from Andy Irvine and Davy Spillane. 
A tragedy, as it featured a Balkan thing. Lots of 
groups were, and are still, influenced by it. Pity. 
Dreadful. Having said that, when Lunasa plays 
the real stuff—and there IS a lot of real stuff 
here—they are quite possibly the best in the mu-
sic. We love Lunasa, and bow deeply at the Kevin 
Crawford/Cillian Vallely throne! Come home, 

boys! Still and all, you, 
dear reader need to 
have this album. Won-
derful in toto.

5. We’re only two 
years late to the dance 
on this one. Les Char-
bonniers De L’Enfer. 
My pal, Beth Parks, 
tells me that the name 
means something like 
Hell’s Charcoal! Any-
way, French-Canadian. 

St. Lawrence/Quebecois thing. Fab. Quintet. 
All a’cappella. Remember La Bottine Souriante 
founders Andre Marchand and Michel Bor-
deleau? Incredible. The album is La Traverse 
Miraculeuse, (sic). Unequalled harmonies to 
make you swoon. We play them regularly on 
the radio show. And, the foot rhythms! Driving, 
insistent, powerful, sexy, and we don’t under-
stand a damn word. No need to. FAB! Google 
the group. Wow!

6. Finbarr Fagan is a Chicago boy—one point 
in his favor, since he came here from Ireland. 
Point two for the lad is his new album, Live In 
Chicago. Point three is his voice. Well, he does 
Irish rock. Unlike almost all other groups and 
singers, he does it well. When he takes a trad 
tune and rocks it, we still like it. We have never 
reviewed an act like this in 25 years in this col-
umn, and it will be another 25 before we do again. 

Unless Finbarr puts out another album. A great 
time. Go see his show. Enjoy.

7. Kasir is a young trio from Denmark. Yup. 
Denmark. their aggregate age is about 38 (just 
kidding). Good heavens they are wonderful. 
We have told you our music is worldwide, and 
here is more proof. They are young, incredibly 
capable on their instruments. If they sound a 
little too much like Flook, so what? These three 
will surely chart their own path. This is exciting 
music, and it is a thrill to see these young guns 
at the start of what will be a tremendous ride. 
Superb first effort from three young winners. 
Notice how we keep using the word, “young”? 
Jealousy. Go Kasir!

8. Two years ago, flautist Catherine McEvoy 
was our Female Musican of the Year. Here she is 
with Micheal O’Raghallaigh on concertina and 
Caoimhin O’Raghallaigh on fiddle. The album 
is Comb Your Hair and Curl It, and it is perfect. 
Pure. Trad. Magic from three magicians. There is 
no album recently that we have listened to more. 
Just get it. You’ll hear the real drop. Stunning.

9. Caladh Nua is another young group out 
with a stunner, Happy Days. What a quintet! Fab 
songs meet wonderful, wonderful tunes—played 
to the last note. Think Carlow, Kilkenny and 
Waterford. Think brilliant. We have listened and 
listened and listened, and we still are. We are also 
late to this dance with this group, but we ain’t 
leavin.’ We’re here now as long-haul fans and we 
can only hope these musicians stay together for 
still more magic. And more. And… Caldh Nua! 
Spectacular beginning.

10. Finvarra’s Wren is a group out of Detroit. 
Mostly family. Now, when we think Detroit, we 
don’t think trad. But, now we might! This is a re-
ally tasty treat. We really like it! The Perkins fam-
ily meets Cheryl Burns, Terence McKinney and 
Marty Sonenberg. Result? A heck of an enjoyable 
album, where we didn’t exactly expect one! Good 
on ‘em! They were recently at the Heritage Center 
here. Hurry back! Lovely! Oh yeah, the album’s 
title is Haven’t Yet Lost My Ears.

11. Last one. Out of space from our Fuehrer 
publisher. Pulling Out The Stops is a cleverly 
titled button box album from Dan Possumato. 
Kevin Burke leads a host of guest stars whose 
very presence tells you this is good stuff, and 
indeed it is! Lots of tunes and songs—all trad 
and all solid! Nice one, Dan!

Ta for now. Don’t forget to listen to Maryann 
Keifer and me every Monday night from 8-9pm 
on WDCB, 90.9 fm, and www.wdcb.org online. 
The best in trad. No nonsense. No foolishness. 
Irish music to the bone.
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Careers
By James F. Fitzgerald, CPA

(Part Two)

What are the Characteristics
of the Most Admired Leaders?

This article will explore four more of the 
characteristics that the authors, Kouzes and 
Posner, say are ones that our most admired 
leaders demonstrate. The top four most highly 
desirable ones were discussed in last month’s 
column: honest, forward-looking, inspiring 
and competent.  Here are the four addressed 
in this column:

• Fair- minded                            
• Supportive
• Broad –minded                       
• Intelligent 
Yes, of course, measure “your” people 

against these twelve factors, but be sure to 
remember to measure yourself against this 
same standard.

Fair-minded
Perhaps we all think we have a gut level 

definition of this term. It is as fundamental a 
concept as we have.  We have all heard children 
say this about their sibling(s), “they aren’t be-
ing fair, Mom/Dad.” Certainly you have heard 
people say, “my boss is a hard nosed person, 
but s/he is fair.” We place a lot of importance 
on that assessment.  The Random House dic-
tionary defines fair-minded as “characterized 
by impartiality” and “unprejudiced.”  Lead-
ers, whether business executives, military 
people or governmental officials, ought to be 
seen as fair-minded.  They demonstrate their 
fair-mindedness by being willing to listen to 
all sides of a dispute before providing some 
solution or conclusion to the matter.  

As you think about your style, can you 
honestly say that you are fair-minded?  If not, 
I would suggest that you make it a priority 
item over the next several months. Projecting a 
fair=minded approach to your fellows, whether 
peers, subordinates or superiors may provide 
positive rewards to you.  

Supportive
This can be a tough concept at a practical 

level.  I believe that most, if not all, of us would 
say a superior enhances his effectiveness by 
supporting the members of his “team,”  Yet, we 
frequently see subordinates who are hung out 
by their bosses without a shred of support.  If 
you are there for me, I am not likely to forget 
it for years and years. Yes, we all want to be 
supported by our superiors, but do we provide 
support to them also?  In my experience, sup-
portiveness is a two way street.          

Broad-minded
Interestingly enough, the definition of 

broad-minded reads very similarly to fair-
mindedness, “free from prejudices or bigotry.”  
When someone says they are “broad-minded” 
what comes to your mind?  Do you see it as 
a positive attribute?  Clearly the work that 

Kouzes and Posner have 
done indicates that most 

of us value this quality in our 
leaders. This characteris-
tic indicates that the per-
son is likely to be willing 

to consider other options.  People 
always seem to appreciate it if you 
are willing to listen to their ideas, 
however far out they may initially 

seem to be.  It certainly enhances the likeli-
hood that subordinates will feel valued.  

Being broad-minded gives you access to 
more and different ideas.  Imagine the world, 
or more importantly your corner of it, if you 
were not receptive to new ideas. For example, 
if you continue to resist the reality of social 
networking, you fail to get a complete picture 
of things. Obviously this exposure to a myriad 
of “other” ideas makes your job of discernment 
more difficult. But it’s worth the extra effort.   

When was the last time you watched a 
movie, read a book, or listened to a speaker, 
whose point of view was 180 degrees opposite 
of yours? 

Intelligent
There are all kinds of theories about intel-

ligence. For example, the concept of nature or 
nurture has been debated for years.  Playing 
Beethoven’s or Mozart’s music at your baby’s 
bedside may or may not raise the level of 
intelligence of your child. Clearly we have all 
read some Sunday supplement that absolutely 
guarantees your child’s IQ will be substan-
tially increased if they have been listening to 
selected classical music.  

My personal observations suggest that 
smart children give a lot of indications of 
their intellectual level very early in life.  Then 
life happens, and a child may be raised in a 
mentally abusive environment.  Or they don’t 
have a healthy, balanced diet that allows them 
to develop physically and intellectually.  

When Johnny or Judy reaches adulthood 
the die may be cast for them.  But the real 
differential as they age is their willingness to 
continually learn.  If TV or computer games 
are the only mental “food” they have, it’s not 
likely that they will grow intellectually.  It 
would be similar to putting contaminated gas 
into a high performance car and expecting 
superior performance; our minds don’t work 
as well as they could, if they have been fed 
a steady diet of mind-numbing TV shows or 
video games year after year.  

Ask yourself, what have you done in the last 
twelve months to stimulate yourself intellectu-
ally?  Have you read some significant books 
in the last year?

Do you engage your friends and/or your 
children in intellectually demanding conver-
sations or do your conversations revolve only 
around sports, “those” TV shows or other 
junk news.  Have you made it a practice to 
knowingly read books or magazines or news-
papers that represent points of views that are 
opposed to your basic beliefs?  When we dis-
cuss politics it surprises me that people tend 
to categorize you as a liberal or conservative, 
as though no one could be balanced between 
the two established positions. No matter what 
your present intelligence level is, you can be 
smarter if you seek the counsel of a mentor, 
namely an older and wiser person who can 
assist you in analyzing a given situation. 

Are you surprised that Intelligence is 
only 8th on the list?  Frankly, I would have 
thought it would be higher.  But don’t you 
know some highly INTELLIGENT people 
who can’t determine the need to get in out 
of the rain? Intelligence is not all that it is 
cracked up to be.

The authors of The Leadership Challenge 
state that their research has allowed them to 
prioritize these characteristics from the most 
important to the least important. We have 
just reviewed #5 through #8.  Are they really 
important?  Try to picture a situation where 
a person who gets a high rating because s/he 
is committed to honesty would be considered 
closed minded rather than broad minded. By 
the way, have you found yourself consider-
ing how your most or least favorite politician 
would stack up against this twelve point 
standard?

As I have indicated previously, I have en-
joyed writing about this subject a great deal.  
We will cover the last four characteristics in 
next month’s column.  Please consider how 
you would rate yourself against this twelve 
part standard. I would be interested to hear 
your views on this subject. Hopefully the 
columns on this subject will prompt you to 
consider how you might grow on one or more 
of these characteristics.   Carpe Diem.

James F. Fitzgerald is the president of James 
F. Fitzgerald & Associates, Inc., an Oak Brook, 
IL-based senior executive career transition and 
executive coaching firm. Phone; 630-684-2204. 
NeW email; jamesffitz37@hotmail.com.
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Chris Fogarty

For The Republic

T H E  “ I R I S H ” G O V ’ T  i s  i n -
tensifying its cover-up of the Irish 
holocaust of 1845-1850. last month 
you read here that the Irish Consul 
General’s expensive “Irish famine” 
promotion with Quinnipiac Univer-
sity will remain open to the NYC 
public until Sept. 9th. Here is how 
to detect such Big Lie operatives: 
1) they always grossly understate 
the murder toll, and 2) they never, 
ever mention the Food Removal that 
constituted the genocide.

I R I S H  “ FA M I N E ” B O O K S . 

Before buying, look for its list 
of British regiments that starved 
the people. If it omits that info its 
purpose is to bear false witness to 
genocide, to make those millions 
of human beings seem sub-human. 
Beware if it doesn’t name those 
regiments and doesn’t fully report 
the overwhelming force they used 
to wrest crops from their growers to 
the ports for export. The best book, 
Cecil Woodham-Smith’s The Great 
Hunger… did name 25 regiments and 
the specific locations where they vio-

lently seized and removed the crops, 
but she limited those data to a total of 
about four full pages and then buried 
those truths in hundreds of pages 
that contradicted or otherwise cov-
ered them up. She fudged her math 
to understate the murder toll and 
blamed the deaths on the following: 

“Irish women had fatally forgotten 
how to cook anything but potatoes;” 

“Gov’t relief measures, though well-
intentioned, failed.” “The Irish were 
feckless, lazy, violent, improvident;” 
etc. C W-S’s book falsely states that 
more grain entered Ireland from 
England than into England from 
Ireland. She also falsely wrote that 
Ireland would have starved even if all 
Irish crops had been kept in country. 
But she deserves respect for falsify-
ing history far less than any other 

“famine” writer, and for surviving 
decades of slander by Irish/English 
academics for mentioning the Food 
Removal. 

“FAMINE PORN” is the genre 
of Irish “famine” books. Such writ-
ers seek profit by converting that 
genocide into cheap emotion such as 
a “tender love story among degener-
ates and their rotten potatoes;” rather 
like an Auschwitz in which doomed 
people indulge their ethnic addic-
tion to Zyclon B despite heroic Nazi 
efforts to rehabilitate them. These 
pornographers strip the dignity of 
those the Brits once stripped of 
their crops. They wallow in death 
and suffering while attributing it 
to the victims’ “fecklessness.” It’s 
history’s only genocide with orga-
nized cover-up artists. They used to 
deny that food left Ireland while the 
people starved, but abandoned that 
falsehood (after confrontations with 
people carrying my Mass Graves of 
Ireland pamphlet). The Food Re-
moval is the one historical fact that 
the False Witnesses cannot concede 
without conceding all, so here are 
those comprehensive data:

THE CONSTABULARY were 
Britain’s first line of offense in re-
moving Ireland’s foods. Its officers 
were English, its rank-and-file in-
creasingly Irish. During the depths 
of the holocaust it totaled 12,900 
carbine-armed men.

T H E  C O U N T Y  M I L I T I A S . 
The British government paid their 
expenses, but their commanders 
were Ireland’s English landlords. 
Each county had one; but Cork, Lim-
erick and Mayo had two. The ranks 
were originally English but Irish 
tenants were eventually enrolled and 
served their landlords to Ireland’s 
detriment. 

T H E  B R I T I S H  A R M Y  w a s 
summoned when combined (but am-
biguous) forces of constabulary and 
militias didn’t prevail. Listed here 

by county-and-town, by year, and 
by name are the reg’ts HQ’d in each 
town. Each HQ could have detach-
ments stripping foods from three or 
four nearby counties. A lone number 
indicates reg’t of foot, C indicates 
cavalry; D, dragoons; DG, dragoon 
guards; H, hussars, and L, lancers. 

ANTRIM:  Belfast 1845, 5th; 
1846, 26th; 1846-1848, 3rd; 1847, 
49th & 74th; 1849-50, 13th; Moyle 
1847, 68th.

ARMAGH: No HQ. 
CARLOW: No HQ. 
CAVAN: Cavan town 1848, 57th.
CORK: Ballincollig 1845-46, 3rd 

h; 1848, 8th h, 12th l. Bandon 1848, 
12th l. Buttevant 1845, 61st, 1846, 
85th, 1848, 26th; 1849, 41st; 1850, 
48th. Cork City 1815-53, 1st; 1819-
54, 39th; 1835-46, 85th; 1840-48, 
12th l; 1845-46, 16th, 24th; 1847, 1st 
D, 47th, 48th; 1847-48, 67th; 1848, 
15th, 49th; 1848-49, 70th; 1849-50, 
26th; 1849-51, 12th l; 1850, 68th; 
1850-51, 41st. Fermoy 1845, 60th; 
1847, 44th; 1848, 12th l, 6th; 1849, 
83rd; 1850-54, 62nd.

DERRY: No HQ. 
DONEGAL: Ballyshannon 1849, 

57th. 
DOWN: Newry 1846-47, 44th; 

1848, 1st.
DUBLIN: Aldboro house 1848, 

48th; Beggars Bush Barracks 1847, 
68th; Castle Barracks 1845, 65th; 
richmond Barracks 1850-54, 62nd; 
royal Barracks 1846, 68th; 1847-48, 
75th, 85th; kingstown (Dunlaoire) 
1846, 68th; Phoenix Park 1849, 71st; 
Dublin City (assigned variously to 
port duties, provisions escort duty 
along the canals and roads to the city, 
or en route to the interior): 1845, 1st 
D, 8th h, 6th, 32nd, 60th, 66th, 70th, 
1845-46, 44th, 67th; 1846, 2nd C, 
30th, 41st, 64th; 1846-47, 3rd; 1847, 
26th, 68th, 71st, 74th 83rd; 1847-48, 
4th h; 1847-50, 85th; 1848, 7th h, 
75th; 1848-49; 48th; 1848-50, 17th 
l, 43rd; 1849; 2nd, 40th, 55th, 60th, 
71st, 74th; 1849-50; 6th D; 1850, 
5th DG, 31st, 45th, 49th, 57th, 62nd, 
71st.

F E R MA N AG H :  E n n i s k i l l e n 
1846, 5th; 1847, 48th, 92nd; 1848, 
48th; 1848-49, 57th.

GALWAY: Dunmore 1848, 68th; 
loughrea 1847, 85th; Portumna 
1847, 85th; Spiddal 1848, 68th; tuam 
1848-49, 68th; Galway city 1846, 
40th; 1847, 49th; 1848, 49th & 68th; 
1849, 68th; 1850, 3rd, 68th. 

KERRY: No HQ.
KILDARE:  Athy 1846, 68th; 

Drochead Nua 1847, 6th D, 1847-48, 
2nd C; Naas 1846, 68th; 1847-50, 
71st; robertstown 1846, 68th.

KILKENNY: Piltown 1848, 85th; 
k City 1847, 64th; 1848, 75th, 83rd; 
1850, 67th, 92nd.

LAOIS: Portlaoise 1846, 68th; 

Mountmellick 1846, 68th. 
LEITRIM: No HQ.
LIMERICK: l. City 1845, 15th, 

24th; 1846, 83rd, 85th; 1847, 55th, 
59th, 74th; 1848, 64th, 92nd; 1848-
50, 3rd; 1849, 47th; 1850, 68th.

LONGFORD:  Granard 1848, 
68th; longford town 1845, 2nd C; 
1846, 8th h; 1847, 6thD; 1848, 13h, 
68th; Mullingar 1845, 54th; 1846, 
6th; 1846-47, 68th; 1847, 41st; 1847-
48, 68th; 1850, 62nd.

LOUTH: Drogheda 1847, 68th; 
Dundalk 1845, 11th h; 1846, 1st D, 
2nd C, 68th; 1847, 17th l; 1848, 6th 
D; 1849-50, 13th h.

MAYO: Ballinrobe 1850-51, 5th 
DG; 1845-48, 68th; Castlebar 1845, 
30th; Westport 1849, 68th.

MEATH: Navan-oldcastle 1846, 
68th; oldcastle 1847, 68th; trim 
1848, 68th.

MONAGHAN: No HQ.
OFFALY: Banagher 1847, 85th; 

Birr 1846, 75th; 1846-47, 85th; 1849-
50, 89th; 1850, 3rd. Daingean 1847, 
1848, 68th; edenderry 1847, 1848, 
68th; Shannon harbour 1847, 85th; 
tullamore 1847, 1848, 68th.

ROSCOMMON:  Car r ick- on-
Shannon 1847, 68th; Castlerea 1847, 
1848, 68th; elphin 1847, 68th. 

SLIGO: No HQ.
TIPPERARY: Cahir 1845, 4th h, 

1845-48, 1st D; 1846, 13th h; 1847, 
8th h; Clonmel 1847, 2nd C; 1848, 
47th, 68th; 1849, 64th; 1849-50, 
92nd; New Birmingham 1848, 85th. 
Newport 1845, 37th; 1850, 48th; 
templemore 1845, 69th; 1847, 70th; 
1848, 55th, 85th; 1848-49, 59th; 
1849, 49th. thurles 1848, 60th, 74th, 
85th. tipp. town 1848, 43rd.

TYRONE:  Dungannon 1848, 
85th.

WATERFORD: Curraghmore 
1848, 4th h, 3rd, 85th. Portlaw 1848, 
85th. W. City 1848-49, 85th.

WESTMEATH: Athlone 1845, 
34th; 1846, 49th; 1847, 7th h, 75th; 
1848, 2nd; 1848-49, 2nd C; 1849, 
31st; 1850, 48th, 5th DG. kilbeggan 
1847, 1848, 68th.

WEXFORD:  New ross 1848, 
85th. Wexford town 1848, 68th. 

WICKLOW: No HQ.
WHICH BRIT REG’ T starved 

your relatives? See www.irishholo-
caust.org. 

WHO ARE THE TERRORISTS 
re Occupied Ireland? See www.ter-
rorismireland.org.

G O O D  F R I D A Y  A G R E E -
MENT; beneficial? See www.mi-
chaelmckevitt.com, www.friendsof-
colinduffy.com, and www.freegerry.
com. In Maghaberry prison the Brits 
have reimposed pre-Hunger Strike 
conditions.

MY BOOK is being proof-read 
and will soon be printed. Reach me at 
312/664-7651 or fogartyc@att.net.
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YOUR CELTIC MUSIC

St. Mary of Celle Family Strengthening Center
Recently, I received a wonderful 

letter from the grandmother of a child 
in Catholic Charities’ preschool pro-
gram for toddlers and children aged 
two through five at our child develop-
ment center within the St. Mary of 
Celle Family Strengthening Center in 
Berwyn. In her letter, she praises “the 
director, all the teachers, the aides, the 
receptionists and the janitorial staff” as 

“the greatest! …accommodating, cour-
teous and very friendly.” Her grandson 
is now thriving, and she herself—after 
passing the required training and back-
ground checks—is enjoying her new 
role as a volunteer and chaperone at 
the Center. 

Needless to say, this is good news! 
And this multi-generational family’s 
happy experience is only one example 
of many that children, mothers, fathers, 
grandparents and guardians appreciate 
the St. Mary of Celle Child Develop-
ment Program. 

opened in the summer of 2008 after 
a major renovation of the parish’s for-
mer school building by Catholic Chari-
ties, the Family Strengthening Center is 

a partnership between St. Mary of Celle 
Parish and Catholic Charities. Located 
at 1448 S. Wesley in Berwyn, in a 
residential neighborhood, the Center 
serves the needs of the residents of both 
Berwyn and Cicero. 

The St. Mary of Celle Family 
Strengthening Center provides two ma-
jor programs: the Child Development 
Center that includes an affordable 
early childhood education/childcare 
program for children ages two to five; 
and a “family center” that includes a 
gymnasium, cafeteria and classrooms, 
where family members of all ages can 
meet for information, activities, classes 
and workshops. 

Catholic Charities Child Develop-
ment Centers have served the pre-
school care and educational needs of 
the children of poor and low-income 
working families, of all races and 
religions, for more than 30 years, and 
currently operate in 9 neighborhood 
centers in Chicago and two suburbs—
ensuring the overall health and wellness 
of the children. 

Perhaps Catholic Charities is better 

known for feeding and clothing the 
hungry and homeless, our in-home ser-
vices and meals for homebound seniors, 
our adoption and maternity services, or 
some of our other 150 programs. 

But Catholic Charities was founded 
in 1917 to help poor and struggling 
families and children. That is a major 
reason why making affordable child 
care available to low-income families is 
an important part of Catholic Charities’ 
mission. Along with federal and state 
tax relief programs, such as the Earned 
Income Tax Credit, affordable child 
care programs help to keep working 
poor families from losing employment 
and sinking further into poverty. 

When working parents know their 
children are cared for in a safe, clean, 
nurturing environment in which they 
can grow, learn, have fun, and prepare 
for kindergarten, the whole family be-
comes more secure, joyful and healthy. 
We know from research that affordable 
child care for working parents provides 
the opportunity to become financially 
stable thorough decreased absenteeism 
and more opportunities for promotion. 
Children who receive early care and 
education are less likely to drop out 
of school or become a teen parent. 
Supporting affordable child care is a 
tremendously powerful “anti-poverty” 
tool, and letting our legislators know 
this is very important. 

The St. Mary of Celle program for 

the two- to five-year-old children is a 
very active program of early childhood 
education and development. The chil-
dren learn early reading, science and 
math skills, observation skills, solve 
problems, and increase their vocabu-
lary: with all the activities directed by 
a trained teacher. And they learn to have 
fun together, playing and socializing 
with other children. They eat a nutri-
tious breakfast, lunch and snacks. Each 
child is assessed three times per year, 
and lesson plans are developed that 
meet the needs of the children. Over 
ninety percent of staff are bi-lingual in 
English and Spanish.

For these little ones, everything 
is fun! And new, and full of learning 
opportunities—whether going on 
walks, or playing outdoors or in the 
large gymnasium. We can learn a lot 

from them! 
The St. Mary of Celle Family 

Strengthening Center is a unique and 
blessed expression of Catholic Chari-
ties’ mission “to support, individuals, 
families and communities based on 
the value and dignity of human life,” 
because it supports and gives new 
life to whole families, enabling each 
member of the family to work, live and 
grow in knowledge, security, peace, joy 
and dignity.

May you and your families enjoy 
these August days; and please keep all 
struggling families in your prayers. 

For more information regarding 
enrolling your child in the St. Mary 
of Celle Child Development Center, 
please call (708)303-3650 to sched-
ule a tour. Our hours of operation are 
between 7am and 6pm.
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708-445-0700

France’s Celtic Traditions 
Steeped in Brittany

If you drink one Guinness too many and 
wake up disoriented, you might forget you’re 
in France altogether. Lined with spectacular 
beaches and misty, apocalyptic headlands, the 
peninsula of Brittany tugs away from mainland 
France, meticulously maintaining its Celtic 
mannerisms. Between the acres of kelly green 
meadows and stone cottages and fences, it has 
the look and feel of Erin herself. This area can 
get touristy, but much less so than the Riviera. 
For a break of French without leaving France, 
come to Brittany.

Present-day Brittany has its roots in the 5th to 
7th centuries, when Britons fled Anglo-Saxon in-
vaders. Traditions are carefully guarded. Once all 
but dying, Brezhoneg, the Breton language, was 
spoken mostly by the older generation of area 
families. Similar to Welsh or Cornish, the last 
decade has seen a resurgence of the now more 
respected regional language. There are several 
ways to explore the area. From Paris, it’s roughly 
a 4 hour drive to the region’s capital of rennes. 
Access to a car definitely makes exploring this re-
gion easy. France’s high speed TGV train makes 
many runs daily between Paris and Rennes, with 
connecting trains to smaller coastal towns. The 
two hour trip offers beautiful scenery and an easy 
way to sneak in a getaway weekend from Paris, 
although certainly worthy of longer. 

If you have the time and energy, consider 
bringing a bike on the train or renting one when 
you arrive. The narrow cobblestone streets and 
gorgeous countryside give way to mile after mile 
of gnawed-away sea cliffs best appreciated as 
close to the scenery as possible. There are also 
safe and reliable bus lines from Rennes to almost 
any other town in the area. 

Rennes is the main stop-over and gateway 
to France’s most charming region. It’s worth a 
short look around on your way further out to the 
coast. One of France’s most beautiful gardens 
can be found in the fountains, sculptures and 
labyrinths of the Jardin du Thabor. The Porte 
Mordelaise, the last remaining piece of the city’s 
medieval wall, makes a photo stop on the way 
out of town. 

Just one hour from here is St. Malo. Park 
yourself in this same town from which explorer 
Jacques Cartier set sail and combine a seaside 
getaway with a convenient base for exploring 
the region. One day, and you’ll see why Monet 
found this area a captivating subject of so many 
paintings. Stroll along the 14th century stone 
ramparts. They provide an excellent walkway 
with a view of the old city. Look out across 
the water to notice the small stone house a few 
hundred meters from shore where Daniel Defoe 
penned Robinson Crusoe in solitude. 

Wander along the sandy beaches and take in 
the atmosphere via the salty sea air. Walk out to 
the small île du Grand-Bé, the rocky tomb of 

Chateaubriand, to 
explore at low tide. 
But be mindful of 
the strong under-
currents and time of 
day. Beaches disap-
pear quickly mak-
ing it impossible to 

walk back after tides return. This stretch of The 
English Channel makes a nice place to swim 
any time of day. 

The Guinness flows steadily at St. Patrick 
Irish Pub—24 rue Ste. Barbe—St. Malo’s first 
Irish pub. Friday night sessions offer music and 
dance every bit as traditional as found in Galway. 
Compliment your traditional pub food with one 
or more of the 50 whisky choices. traditional 
Breton hard cider is the regional drink, and one 
not be missed. There are dozens of choices—
some dryer, some sweeter—but each village is 
proud of its local offering.

St. Malo is a great place to explore a tradi-
tional Breton market. On Tuesdays and Fridays 
the heart of the old city bustles with the hawking 
of fresh caught fish, local farm produce, cheeses, 
and traditional woolen clothing similar to Irish 
fishing sweaters.

Nearby Dinan is perfect for a day trip. Perhaps 
the best-preserved medieval town in Brittany, it 
is also one of the prettiest and not overrun with 
tourists. Dinan came to be under its former mari-
time links to Flanders and england. 14th-century 
houses line winding candlelit cobblestone streets 
leading into the town square. Here, traditional 
artisans carry on their trades as they have for 
centuries. Stroll down rue du Jerzual to see 
residents creating regional souvenirs from glass, 
wool, silk and leather. Each July, Dinan hosts the 
Rencontres Internationales de Harps Celtiques. 
This weeklong festival celebrates Brittany’s 
Celtic roots through harp music and traditional 
Breton dancing, which is somewhat similar to 
Scottish highland step dancing.

Follow the road down the coast to Roscoff. 
Notice the fish farms and seaweed boats in the 
old harbor, and you’ll see why this is truly a town 
focused on the sea. Hop on the ferry at Roscoff 
harbor, and you will find yourself on a charming 
island so small that the roads have no names. 
The île de Batz is a step back in time to a place 
of thatched roof cottages with brightly painted 
shutters and doors. Rent a bike at the landing 
to explore this windswept Lilliput-like island 
covered in wild flowers. The sentier côtier is a 
14 km ride along the coast over massive rocky 
inlets and past sandy beaches of inlet lakes and 
small farms. Stop and climb the lighthouse for 
a panoramic view of the region. Along the same 
route is the ancient stone 12th century Chapelle 
of St. Anne. Locals tell of a time centuries ago 
when the fences flanking the now roofless church 
would be adorned with hats placed by fishermen 
in tribute to St. Anne, patroness of the sea, for a 
safe return home.

Brittany’s rugged coastline scenery, excellent 
cider and Celtic traditions make it a great escape. 
Whether you decide on a quiet weekend getaway 
or a several week excursion, it’s a place likely to 
settle itself in your memory. 

Maureen Callahan is a Chicago writer and 
seasoned traveler. missmaureencallahan@
gmail.com.
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Piping It In

Jack Baker

It’s August and there’s lots of news. Natasha 
McShane has gone home to Northern Ireland 
where she’s scheduled for at least one more ses-
sion of brain surgery. Our prayers go with her 
and her family.

August brings us the largest and best Irish 
Fest in the US, Milwaukee Irish Fest on the 3rd 
weekend, 19th thru the 22nd. Always a wonderful 
weekend and this year, being 
their 30th anniversary, the 
lineup is especially good. You 
can check out who’s playing 
there at the website, www.
IrishFest.com.

On the weekend before 
Milwaukee, there’s a new Irish 
fest in the western suburb of 
Villa Park (home of Rampant 
Lion Celtic Traders, imagine 
that!) Saint Alexander Catho-
lic School is a fine wee school 
in Villa Park that has found that it now has to 
scramble to raise money to keep the doors open. 
Rather than surrender like so many have, they 
have aggressively started a fund raising program 
and, as part of that program, have started a yearly 
Irish Fest on the 2nd weekend of August. this year 
is their first year and they’ve put together a really 
good show featuring the irrepressible Joe Cullen, 
the Larkin & Moran Brothers and the unbelievably 
talented kids of the Academy of Irish Music under 
the direction of Noel Rice. Already a good lineup 
and they’re still adding more as I type this. They’ll 
have food and drink, of course, and carnival rides 
and games and an outdoor mass on Saturday. Pipe 
bands each day, including City of Chicago Pipe 
Band under the direction of Pat Lynch, will enter-
tain. Best part, the admission fee is $0! that’s right, 
it’s free to get in! There will be vendors. We’ll be 
there with the latest Irish CDs. I don’t know the 
whole vendor lineup yet, but I know there will be 
a good bunch. Saint Alexander Catholic School 
is located at 300 S. Cornell in villa Park. Around 
the store that’s referred to as “off Ardmore by the 
prairie path.” It’s easy to get to and worth the trip. 
Here’s a chance to party near home and help out a 
good school that could use your help. Questions? 
Just call us at the store, 630-834-8108, and we’ll 

let you know the 
news.

The news from 
the Irish American 
Heritage Center 
(see the newslet-
ter in this issue) is 
fantastic. A new 

festival coming up in September, a new Hall of 
Fame, a new concert series, I can’t keep up with 
it all. If you’re not a member yet, join up. I’m 
proud to be a member and proud of the crew that’s 
running the show there.

One “problem” with working so many festivals, 
like we do, is the food at some of them. Not every 
place is lucky like we are around Chicago to have 

quality food vendors like 
Winston’s and Highland 
Glen. Some places it’s 
pretty grim. This year I 
was lucky to stumble on 
two food vendors that re-
ally impressed me with 
their quality and taste. The 
New Zealand Meat Pie 
Company put out home-
made pies that are the most 
unique I’ve run across. 
They open early at festivals 

with a breakfast pie containing scrambled eggs, 
sausage, potatoes and cheese in the best tasting 
crust ever. They also have the cleanest wagon I’ve 
ever seen. Owned & operated by the lovely Niki 
MacQueen, they get my vote for the best new 
food on the festival circuit. Promoters take note, 
you can contact them at 612-369-5825 or email 
at macqueenkiwi1468@msn.com.

The second food vendor I was impressed with 
this year is a regular at 
Gaelic Park but I haven’t 
seen them at other shows. 
Top Hog BBQ puts out 
the best festival BBQ and 
keeps me smiling each year 
at Gaelic Park. Pulled pork 
and ribs and the best beans, 
cole slaw and friendly staff 
you can find. They have a 
website at www.tophog-
bbq1.com and email at 
tophogbbq@yahoo.com. 
Feed people well at your festival and they’ll 
come back.

Finally down to some new music. Gaelic Storm 
needs no introduction from me, but their bagpiper, 
Pete Purvis, might. I’ve written about Pete’s two 

previous solo CDs, Highland Spirit, a fine trad 
solo pipe recording and A New Tradition, an 
exciting contemporary blend of pipes plus. Now 
Pete has released his latest CD called Lilt, Modern 
Highland Dance and, in keeping with Pete’s past 
work, it’s stupendous. It features Pete on pipes, 
whistles and piano plus Ben Mullin on guitar. It 
has 34 tracks of all the types and speeds of music 
necessary for the serious Highland dancer. Pete 
Purvis never fails to impress me and he’s done 
it again. I feel sure that this is a CD that every 
highland dancer and fan of highland dance will 
want to own. Its timing is spot on. Nice to see this 
type of work performed by this talented piper. It’s 
the type of precise music the dancers need and 
often don’t get.

Next is another ground breaking CD by another 
young Scottish artist who never fails to impress 
me. Hugh Morrison is a most talented button box 
player who’s first CD, Under a Texas Skye, was a 
whizbang party concoction full of snappy dance 
tunes and fun singalongs. Now he’s released the 
most exciting treatment of Robert Burns’ songs 
to come down the pike in awhile. Titled Robert 
Burns Rocks, this CD is a modern, energetic ren-
dering of some of Burns’ best songs which will, 
I feel, introduce the genius of Burns to a whole 
new generation and remind some of us old fogies 
just how much fun Burns is. It’s easy to forget that 
Burns was the poet of the common man, writing in 
the common speech of the time and writing to the 
problems and concerns of the common man. Hugh 
Morrison reminds us of Burns’ intention and has 
fun with it in the process. Being a big Burns fan, 
I’ve had a lot of fun listening to this CD.

Last on the agenda is a bit of Celtic rock from 
that long lived innovative group Brother. Latest 
on their list of CDs is their first ever live record-

ing called Out From Under. 
Featured on this recording 
is dig player, Drew Reid, 
aka “Didgeridrew,” probably 
the finest didgeridoo player 
I’ve ever heard. The CD is 
the usual blend of insightful 
lyrics, spirited piping and 
unique music. Brother has 
been famous for pushing the 
envelope of Celtic rock and 
they continue to plow fresh 
fields, taking the genre in 

new and delightful directions. Many try to copy 
Brother’s innovations but no one comes close. This 
time, being a live recording, you get a taste of the 
on stage innovation that occurs every time they 
play. Feeding off the energy of the crowd, the band 

follows their collective muse in finding new riffs 
and combinations and creating on the fly some of 
the most original celtic rock ever. This is the best 
I’ve heard from them and that’s something I seem 
to say with every new CD they release. As usual, 
Brother is way out front of the crowd.

It has long been my feeling that the absolute 
best way to hear artists is at a house concert and 
no one does house concerts as well as the Brown 
family of Flossmoor Illinois. I received word this 
AM that we have two fun evenings in store at their 
house with Slide performing on September 12th 
and the tannahill Weavers on october 10th. this 
is a small, very small, but wonderfully welcoming 
venue for Celtic music and one that it has been 
my distinct pleasure to attend in the past. I will 
do everything in my power to attend these two 
concerts and if you’d like to also, call me at the 
store for contact info.

My sincere thanks to everyone who helped 
with the Natasha McShane benefit, hope to see 
a bunch of you at the new Irish Fest at Saint 
Alexander’s School in Villa Park. As always you 
can call me at the store, 630-834-8108 or email 
at pipingitin@comcast.net.      Slainté.
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Mike Morley

Mick

Pardon Me
Nations, like people, often demonstrate 

powerful egos, and will go to extraordinary 
lengths to avoid admitting wrong. It was 
thirteen years ago that Tony Blair issued a 
not quite official apology for England’s role 
in Ireland’s “Famine” 150 years earlier, an 
event that depopulated Ireland by the millions 
through starvation, deportation, emigration 
and disease. Said Blair: “That one million 
people should have died in what was then 
part of the richest and most powerful nation 
in the world is something that still causes 
pain as we reflect on it today. Those who 
governed in London at the time failed their 
people through standing by while a crop 
failure turned into a massive human tragedy. 
We must not forget such a dreadful event.”

At the time, Unionists feared Blair’s state-
ment would eventually lead to an apology for 
Bloody Sunday. Their fears were realized 
following the June 15 publication of lord 
Saville’s report followed by a formal apology 
from Britain’s current PM, David Cameron, 
for actions of the British Army’s Parachute 
regiment that day in 1972. It had taken 38 
years—a lifetime of hard and seemingly 
thankless work by the families of the victims 
and their supporters—to turn the wheels of 
justice even that far. Just six months after 
Bloody Sunday the Queen had honored Para 
Regiment commander Col. Derek Wilford 
with the Order of the British Empire. Another 
soldier in Derry that day was awarded an 
MBe as recently as 2004.

It was Blair himself who sanctioned the 
Saville inquiry. Cynics will describe Blair’s 
public remorse for his country’s crimes as 
a clever ploy to lure Catholic Nationalists 
aboard the peace train. Said the BBC on 6-15: 

“So far as Westminster is concerned, Tony 
Blair’s decision to appoint Lord Saville has 
been vindicated, in as much as the inquiry 
served to bind republicans into what remained, 

12 years ago, a 
fragile peace 
process.” Non-
sense! Ireland 
by then was sick 
of a 30-year in-
surgency that 
was leading no-

where. And as Ed Moloney contends in his 
“Secret History of the IRA,” the capture of the 
Eskund may have fatally crippled the IRA’s 
ability to force the conflict to a favorable 
end. Blair deserves a lot of credit for placing 
himself out front on both issues as spokesman 
for the British government.

Although laws that barred Catholics from 
almost all public offices now apply officially 
only to the royal family and its heirs, there 
hasn’t been a Catholic Prime Minister of 
Britain since 1688. (Born a Jew, Benjamin 
Disraeli was twice British Prime Minister, 
an office he surely would never have held 
had he not decided to renounce his faith and 
become an Anglican.)

Blair kept his personal religious views 
largely out of his political life. He was a 
closet Catholic for years before making it 
formal only in December of ’07 when he 
left office. 

Perhaps Obama was onto the trend with 
his ostentatious deep bows and apologies to 
foreign potentates. Lately there have been 
enough apologies to get Alphonse and Gaston 
back into the funny papers. BP’s CEO Tony 
Hayward, annoyed by all the fuss over a little 
spilled oil (and 11 dead employees) whined: 

“I’d like my life back.”
Hayward apologized, calling his statement 

“hurtful and thoughtless.” Tony had just gotten 
over an earlier thoughtless remark: “The Gulf 
of Mexico is a very big ocean. The amount of 
volume of oil and dispersant we are putting 
into it is tiny in relation to the total water 
volume.”

Then BP Chairman Carl-Henric Svanberg 
went to the White House, apologized to the 
American people for the mess, and doled out 
$20B into a fund run by ken Feinberg, pay 
czar for bailed-out US banks. Next day Svan-
berg was again apologizing—for the previous 
apology. He had said “We care about the 
small people.” Apparently he wasn’t referring 
to leprechauns, although they, too, may be 
affected if the oil gets into the Gulf stream 
and heads back towards corporate HQ. 

In the BP Congressional hearings the same 
day, Rep. Joe Barton then apologized to Tony 
Hayward—for the “$20 billion shakedown” 
of British Petroleum by Obama and chief 
prosecutor Attorney General Holder. He 
then apologized for using the term “British 
Petroleum:” “er… BP. I’m sorry, it’s not Brit-
ish Petroleum now.” So, what does BP stand 
for now, “Bungling Petroleum,” “Bad Press,” 
Big Problem?” C’mon, you knew from the 
start that “BP Green” was just Lord Browne’s 
BS, didn’t you? 

What all the apologies reveal is that “our 
betters” have a deep disdain for ordinary 
folk—so much so that they have to really 
work at keeping it hidden in order to maintain 
the required masquerade of democracy. 

Pavlovian Dogs
That’s what a memorable math professor 

used to label us students when we didn’t 
grasp a concept, which was often: “You 
don’t get it? You sticks, you stones, you 
worse-than-senseless things… you Pavlov-
ian dogs!”

Russian physiologist, psychologist and 
Nobel prize winner Ivan Pavlov first de-
scribed the process of conditioning. British 
psychiatrist William Walters Sargant, author 
of Battle for the Mind, a Physiology of Con-
version and Brainwashing (1957) refined 
the process, keeping patients in deep sleep 
for months at a time while administering 
Electro-shock therapy and drugs, often 
without their knowledge. 

And there was Edward Bernays, nephew 
of Sigmund Freud and “father” of modern 
public relations. Bernays sold the First 
World War to the American public as an 
effort that would “Make the World Safe 
for Democracy.” His methods became the 
model for marketing all subsequent wars. 
Though Bernays was a Jew, Dr. Joseph 
Goebbels was inspired by his published 
works and his methods to achieve the “en-
gineering of consent.”

Clay Shirky of NYU: “Our legal, politi-
cal, and economic systems, the mechanisms 
that run modern society, all assume that 
people are uniformly capable of consciously 
modulating their behaviors… [These] days 
are now ending, and everyone from adver-
tisers to political consultants increasingly 
understands, in voluminous biological detail, 
how to manipulate consciousness in ways 
that weaken our notion of free will.”

That is by way of introduction to a fa-
vorite topic we plan to examine more later: 
media creating what you think you think. 
Here’s a small example:

on July 14 the New York Times ran a little 
story on page 9 headed: “Deep Political 
Rifts Reappear in Rioting in Northern Ire-
land.” It was one of the few US media giants 
to write even a line on a conflict that went 
on for several days after the twelfth. (Search 
around YouTube to see those events.) 

The next day the Chicago Tribune also 

carried a short piece on page 16 quoting 
First Minister Peter Robinson: “We’re par-
ticularly disappointed when we see young 
people involved and the baton of hatred 
being handed on to another generation.” 
The paper said “Officials blame members 
of splinter Republican groups” for “recruit-
ing or egging on protesters” in some of the 
most violent demonstrations since the 1998 
Good Friday Agreement. Deputy First Min-
ister and former PIRA commander Martin 
McGuinness blamed those who are against 

“dialogue, negotiation and accommodation.” 
The paper said it was “a season of parades 
when many Protestants march through 
neighborhoods commemorating anniversa-
ries or events that underscore their loyalty to 
the British crown.” (The Tribune apparently 
took this long road around to avoid saying 
that the neighborhoods in question were 
Catholic, the parades there were illegal, and 
were backed up by a huge official armored 
police presence to push them through—just 
like in pre-GFA years.)

But the Times story, though small, was 
remarkable in that it reported rioting in the 
Ardoyne was “set off by the annual July 12 
marches by the Orange Order… a bulwark 
of Protestant—and British—domination 
in Ireland for more than 200 years.” It la-
beled the area as “a predominantly Roman 
Catholic neighborhood” and reported that 

“the Orange Order rejected a new system for 
mediating the routes and timing.” It also re-
ported rioting in (London)derry and Lurgan. 
Predictably, police blamed the clashes on 

“dissident Republicans.” 
Niel O’Dowd’s Irish Central carried a 

short piece leading with a statement by Irish 
Prime Minister Brian Cowen: “the recent 
clashes in Northern Ireland were the work 
of a ‘small unrepresentative minority.’” The 
story did mention that “The violence began 
over the weekend after a decision to allow a 
Protestant parade to pass through a mainly 
Catholic neighborhood…” The story ended 
in a bizarre spin: “The police have been 
preventing Catholics and Protestants from 
directly confronting each other.” Another 
thoughtless remark?
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An Immigrant’s    
  Musings

Fr. Michael Leonard

Summertime Politics
Just as I prepare to send this 

installment to the IAN, President 
Obama has delivered his first major 
speech on the need for Comprehen-
sive Immigration Reform. To some 
political pundits his comments are a 
welcome contribution to furthering 
the cause of reform. They see this as 
an honest effort by the President to 
respond to the disastrous immigra-
tion law about to take effect in Ari-
zona. And, the Arizonan’s are not the 
only one’s trying a local solution to 
a national problem. At the last count 
fourteen other states have plans to in-
troduce similar type laws to deal with 
the broken immigration system.

As President Barack Obama on 
July 1st tried to breath new life into 
the stalled immigration reform effort, 
he blamed the delay on the Republi-
can Party. He says Republicans are 
giving in to the “pressures of parti-
sanship and election-year politics.”

The Republicans for their part 
have accused the Obama administra-
tion of failing to adequately deal with 
the problems faced by states, largely 
on our southern border.

The problem with this strategy is 
following years of pouring millions 
of dollars into building walls and 
fences the situation at the border 
is almost impossible to fix, at least 
in a way that would totally seal the 
border.

Meanwhile, Mayor of New York 
Michael Bloomberg says the country 
is “giving short shrift to immigration” 
and that our economic problems will 
only worsen until America sends out 
a more welcoming message.

Bloomberg says the U.S. is “push-
ing people that other countries want 
away from our shores.” He said in 
an interview with Good Morning 
America that an overly restrictive 
immigration policy discourages 
people who can create work with an 
entrepreneurial spirit.

Speaking a day after President 
Barack Obama urged Congress 
to pass an immigration reform 
bill, Bloomberg said policymakers 

“should give a green card to anybody 

around the world who wants to come 
here.” He also said a way must be 
found to give citizenship to the 
roughly 11 million people who are 
in the United States illegally. 

So here we see two approaches to 
dealing with the issue, one that cries 
shut the border down and another, 
which advocates an open welcome to 
all who can help America restore her 
economy and provide more jobs. 

There are a few things quite clear 
to anyone who wishes to look seri-
ously at the issue. One, the problem 
is not going to go away. Two, an 
enforcement only policy has been 
tried and failed to solve the problem. 
And thirdly, playing political games 
with immigration and immigrants 
lives is bad public policy and stale 
politics, which does the country no 
service at all.

I was recently interviewed for an 
Irish media outlet about the prospects 
of immigration reform this year and 
the interviewer asked: “Where is 
public opinion on this issue right 
now.” My answer was this, this is an 
emotive issue for many people but 
I am convinced of this: Americans 
are a very tolerant and welcoming 
people; they appreciate the enormous 
contribution immigrants have made 
and continue to make to this USA. 
They are also a people who consider 
it very important to obey the laws 
of the land and that includes the im-
migration laws. And, while a recent 
survey showed that 57% agree with 
the recent law enacted in Arizona and 

equal number showed the bigness of 
heart so often found in communities 
across this great land. When asked 
what to do with the undocumented 
people here already, 57% also agreed 
to letting them adjust their status to 
legal residents if they fulfill condi-
tions, such as, paying a fine, back 
paying taxes, learning English and 
clearing a security check. 

Interestingly, these conditions were 
central to a bi-partisan bill, which had 
the support of 11 republican senators 
in 2007, but because of pressure from 
the far right in the party they have 
since changed their support.

One of the undocumented, who 
is patiently waiting for a change in 
the law, recently sent me this poem, 
which was quoted by Nelson Man-
dela as being an inspiration to him 
in his dark hours in prison. I pass it 
on here for your reflection. 

Invictus
Out of the night that covers me,
Black as the pit from pole to pole,
I thank whatever gods may be
For my unconquerable soul.
In the fell clutch of circumstance
I have not winced nor cried aloud.
Under the bludgeonings of chance
My head is bloody, but unbowed.
Beyond this place of wrath and 
tears
Looms but the Horror of the shade,
And yet the menace of the years
Finds and shall find me unafraid.
It matters not how strait the gate,
How charged with punishments the 
scroll,
I am the master of my fate:
I am the captain of my soul.
William ernest henley (1849–1903)

Should you have any comments, 
suggestions or questions please fee 
free to contact me at 312-534-8445 
or sliabhanoir@yahoo.com.
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This is the next of a series of 
columns on how the law can impact 
your life. Each month we will focus 
on various aspects of the law relating 
to personal injuries, those that hap-
pen both on-the-job and otherwise, 
including mishaps which occur in 
driving vehicles, using products and 
receiving medical care. The column 
will also respond to legal questions 
relating to personal injury that are 
sent to us.

The Healy Law Firm is comprised 
of eight trial attorneys, two of whom 
are from Ireland. We are located 
downtown at 111 West Washington 

Street, Suite 1425, Chicago, Illinois 
60602 (800-922-4500 or 312-977-
0100). www.healylawFirm.com. the 
firm concentrates in the representa-
tion of injured victims of all types of 
accidents. 

Readers are encouraged to call 
or write with questions concerning 
personal injury law. 

Have a Safe
Road Trip

Summer is the time of the year that 
families travel near and far for vaca-
tion. A little preparation and being 
mindful of some practical rules will 
ensure that you return safely from 
your summer vacation road trip.

Preparing for the Trip
Your family vehicle will likely be 

loaded with more people and cargo 
for a family trip than at any other 

time. Ensure that you have visited 
your mechanic to have the vital sys-
tems, such as brakes, radiator, belts, 
fluid levels, and battery checked. Pay 
special attention to the vehicle’s tires 
to check for wear and proper inflation. 
Check the Safety Certification Label 
on the inside of the driver’s door for 
proper tire inflation. Some vehicles 
specify different inflation for loaded 
vehicles. Check the inside of the fuel 
filler door and the owner’s manual 
for information. Proper inflation will 
both ensure that tires do not overheat 
and improve fuel mileage. Do not 
forget to check the spare tire to make 
sure it is inflated. 

Ensure that the vehicle is not 
overloaded. Attaching cargo to the 
top or rear of the vehicle can change 
the way the vehicle handles and af-
fect its stability. Do not overload the 
vehicle, which can place undue strain 
on tires and suspension, which can 
drastically affect handling and stop-
ping performance. Ensure that items 
placed in the cargo area do not block 
the driver’s vision and will not move 
unexpectedly in the vehicle while it 
is moving or in the event of a sudden 
stop or collision.

Car seats should be checked to 
make sure that they are the proper 
size and installed properly. Helpful 
information on purchasing and in-
stalling an appropriate booster or car 
seat can be found at www.iihs.org/
research/topics/children.html. Most 
local fire departments are happy to 
check installation and will offer assis-
tance installing seats. Children under 
13 should always ride in the back seat 
to prevent injury from airbags in case 
of a crash. Children must always 
remain seated and belted during the 
trip. They should not ride on a lap or 
in a cargo area at any time.

Take a moment to make sure that 
you have the proper documentation 
in your vehicle, including current 
insurance and registration docu-
ments. Consult your insurance agent 
to determine if your auto insurance 
policy provides coverage for roadside 
assistance, rental car and emer-
gency lodging in case of accident 
or mechanical breakdown. Consider 
joining the American Automobile As-
sociation, AAA, which provides free 
roadside assistance, jump starts, and 
towing to its members, in addition 
to a wide range of travel assistance, 
such as maps, road guides, and lodg-
ing advice.

Drive Safely
Plan for plenty of time to reach 

your destination safely, taking into 
account necessary breaks for food, 
fuel, and rest. Driver fatigue is one of 
the most common and deadly hazards 
on a road trip. Stopping to rest as 
needed and at least every two hours, 
plus frequently switching drivers pre-
vents driving when fatigued, which 
can lead to lack of attention to driv-
ing or even falling asleep. Contrary 
to common thinking, 
coffee or caffeinated 
drinks, fresh air, or 
open windows have no 
lasting effect on driver 
fatigue. There is no 
substitute for sufficient 
sleep. Avoid driving 
during normal sleep 
times. Keep in mind 
that dozing off for only 
2 seconds at 65 miles 

per hour means that your vehicle, 
with your family on board, will have 
traveled about two hundred feet with-
out an alert driver at the wheel.

Distracted driving is dangerous, 
too. Avoid doing anything that com-
petes with driving for your attention. 
GPS devices, maps, radios, conversa-
tions with passengers, and cell phone 
conversations are potentially danger-
ous distractions. Never text or email 
while driving. Texting and driving is 
not only dangerous, but is illegal in 
many states and municipalities, car-
rying heavy mandatory fines. These 
rules are strictly enforced in many 
jurisdictions, with good reason.

Use caution when driving near 
large trucks. Keep in mind that most 
professional truck drivers are well 
trained and drive safely. However, 
also keep in mind that driving a large 
truck presents its own challenges. 
Because of the size of a Semi-Truck/
Trailer, drivers have a difficult time 
seeing vehicles behind and to the 
side of their truck. A good rule to 
observe is that if you cannot see the 
truck’s mirrors, mounted on the cab 
door, the truck driver likely cannot 
see you. Be alert for trucks changing 
lanes or slowing unexpectedly, espe-
cially near ramps, mountain grades 
or weigh stations, where trucks often 
have to slow or stop while other traf-
fic does not.

Finally, slow down. Drive sensi-
bly. Speed is a factor in over 31% of 
fatal highway fatalities, accounting 
for 11,674 deaths last year. Not only 
does excessive speed cut down on 
reaction time and increase stopping 
distance in an emergency, the crash 
energy of a crash increases by the 
square of the speeds. When impact 
speed increases from 40 to 60 mph (a 

50 percent increase), the 
energy of the crash in-
creases by 125 percent.

A small amount of 
preparation and planning 
will help make a family 
road trip a fun adventure 
instead of a bad experi-
ence.

Have a great sum-
mer!

David Huber
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high kings Summer tour Stops in Chicago August 17
The High Kings --Martin Furey, Fin-

barr Clancy, Brian Dunphy and Darren 
Holden - exploded onto the folk scene 
in Ireland in 2008 with their self titled 
CD and DVD and quickly achieved 
platinum sales status there. Since then, 
they have become the most exciting 
Irish ballad group to emerge since The 
Clancy Brothers and Tommy Makem 
electrified the worldwide folk revival of 
the 1960s. the high kings have revived 
a flagging Folk scene and brought well-
loved songs back to the masses in three 

TheView and NBC_s This Morning 
and they opened for Celtic Woman on 
their US tour.  In September The High 
Kings returned to the US to headline 
their own tour, performing from Boston 
to San Diego.

As word of their live reputation 
spread, the lads were invited to do 
numerous TV appearances in Ireland, 
including ringing in New Year 2009 
with Tubrudy Tonight on RTE and 
performing their hit _Fields of Glory_ 
to 80,000 sports fan at the All-Ireland 

the late late Show, in 2009. the high 
Kings continued to tour throughout 
2009 and they were voted, by the public, 
Best Newcomer and Best Folk Act at 
Irelands Music Awards 2009, shar-
ing nominations with accomplished 
Irish acts, The Wolfe Tones and The 
Dubliners.

This year is set to cement The High 
Kings reputation as a phenomenal live 
band, as they have already completed 
a hugely successful Irish tour. The 
new album, Memory Lane, released 
by Universal Music in Ireland, debuted 
at No. 5 in the Irish charts and quickly 
achieved platinum status. The album 
features classics such as Fields of 
Athenry, Star of the County Down and 
Leaving of Liverpool.  The Cd will be 
released in the US early in the New 
Year. To preview it the band will be 
performing 5 shows in the States this 
August, see dates below. 

Sunday August 15th, Irish Fair of 
Minnesota, harriet Island, St Paul, 2pm, 
Main Stage http://www.irishfair.com

Monday August 16th, Cleveland 
Westside Irish American Club, 
7:30 pm

tuesday, August 17th, Chicago Irish 
heritage Club, 7:30 pm, http://irish-
american.org/

Wednesday, August 18th, Philadel-
phia, Brittinghams, /www.brittinghams.
com/

thursday, August 19th, New York, 
Connolly’s, 8pm, www.connollyspub-
andrestaurant.com

sell out Irish Tours.
The High Kings launched in Ameri-

ca in March 2008. they created a buzz 
that led to their appearance on ABC_s 

final in Ireland_s National stadium, 
Croke Park. They were the closing 
act on Pat Kenny_s last show of the 
longest running talk show in the world, 

Chulrua Heartland Tour to Visit The Ark, Chief O’Neill’s

The popular trad gourp, chulrua 
has a busy schedule in August around 
the Midwest.

August 6th they stop at The Ark in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, then it’s off to 
Chicago for a stop at Chief O’Neill’s, 
Urbana at the Piper’s Hut, back to 
Saginaw, Michigan for a gig at the 
White Crow, and on th the Great 
Lakes Folk Festival in East Lansing.

Their music is the old instrumental 
dance melodies of Ireland: jigs, reels, 
hornpipes, polkas, and the occasional 
song. Theye also play walking march-
es, slow airs, set dances, and the 
harp music of Turlough O’Carolan 
and others.

Chulrua concerts are in keeping 
with the old tradition—music in a 
relaxed, intimate atmosphere, and 
tunes offered as they were handed 
down from generation to generation 
in Ireland.

Chulrua (pronounced cool-ROO-
ah), translates from the Irish as “red 
back,” and was the name and dis-
tinguishing feature of the favorite 
wolfhound belonging to ancient Irish 
hero Fionn MacCumhaill.

It is also the name of an interna-
tionally acclaimed trio of some of the 
most respected and unique exponents 
of Irish traditional music.

08/06/10 Chulrua in  Ann Arbor, 
MI  The Ark

Admission: $15. (734) 761-1800. 
316 S. 316 S. Main St. Ann Arbor, 
MI 48104 

8/08/10 Chulrua in Chicago Chief 

O’Neill’s 6:00pm. Admission: Adults 
$25, Students $15. 773-583-3066. 
3471 N. elston.  08/10/10 Chulrua 
in Urbana, IL 

Piper’s Hut Concerts 8:00pm. 
Admission: $20 adult, $10 student/
senior. IMC, 202 South Broadway.

08/12/10 Chulrua in Saginaw, MI 
The White Crow 7:00pm. Ad-

mission: $15. 989-790-2118. 3736 
Mackinaw.

08/13/10 - 08/15/10 Chulrua in 
East Lansing, MI Great Lakes Folk 
Festival

John Staunton’s, the Chieftain Irish Pub is now open at 6906 West 
111th street in Worth,. Illinois. Say hello to John and kara eadie!
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The 
Irish Rover

By James McClure

Having the Boggiest Idea
Along the lake County and Mchenry County border about 45 

miles northwest of Chicago lies a one-of-a-kind area where you 
can not only see the last vestiges of a glacier, but also take a walk 
backward through time.

The Volo Bog State Natural Area in Ingleside, Illinois is a won-
derful place to spend a morning or afternoon seeing and learning 
how the area transformed from a widespread coating of glacial 
ice, into different time periods of marshlands, meadows, lakes 
and forests… all still in evidence today.

It all began when the Wisconsin glacier receded from north-
eastern Illinois about 12,000 years ago. large blocks of ice broke 
away from the retreating ice mass and became buried in gravel, 
sand, clay and boulders. A warming climate melted the giant blocks 
which formed depressed areas called kettle-holes which became 
marshes and lakes.

Some of the glacial lakes began to fill in with sediment about 
6,000 years ago and became surrounded with living plants and a 
floating mat of sphagnum moss. over time a deep 50-acre lake 
became a pond with just a few hundred yards of open water and 
the only bog of its kind in Illinois. Volo Bog is unique in how it 
exhibits all the stages of bog development from marsh and forest 
to meadow and prairie.

Guided public tours are conducted on Saturdays and Sundays, 
and the Volo Bog Nature Preserve is the starting point. Its circa 
1900 dairy barn has been renovated into a two story visitor center 
that is open from 9am to 3pm Wednesday through Sunday. It’s also 
a great starting off point if you want to go on your own tours of 
the bog and its diverse vegetation and wildlife. 

The center, which includes a reference library, gift shop and 
classroom, features displays and exhibits which greatly aid the ap-
preciation of the bog. Visitors learn about the dozens of songbirds 
that call the bog area home and get a chance to hear pushbutton 
recordings of their bird calls.

The floating moss that fills in the ancient bog is so thick that it 
could in theory support a human’s weight. That would be a dan-
gerous undertaking but the center has an exhibit where you can 
experience what it is like to walk on the floating wriggling mass.

It also might explain why back in the dairy farm days local folk-
lore told of cows and horses disappearing. Perhaps they wandered 
onto the floating soil and fell through.

With this sufficient caution in mind begins the fun experience 
of walking the first trail outside, the half-mile long Volo Bog 
Interpretive Trail. Most of the trail actually floats on the bog, and 
the slightly bobbing wood docks and boardwalks circle through a 
beautiful world of ferns and cattails, lily pads and fauna.

Depending on the season one can see orchids and dogwoods, 
waterfowl and colorful poison sumac. Stopping along the trail af-
fords the chance to hear the various floating and flying creatures 
or catch a glimpse of bees and butterflies buzzing about the many 
wildflowers.

There is so much variety here that trail guide pamphlets are 
available for every season. In winter the Tamarack View Trail is 
open to cross-country skiing, with the seasonal viewing of trailside 
winterberry holly with its bright red berries.

For those who want to make a summertime day of it, there is a 
visitor center picnic area and a shelter with grills and tables. More 
information on the volo Bog State Natural Area is available at (815) 
344-1294. IrishRoverJim@aol.com.

Reel Jiggy

By Deirdre Kozicki

National Champion 
I went to a 4th of July party and had a great time. I had a lot 

of fun with friends and family. We were in a golf cart parade 
and we decorated our cart as a disco. I couldn’t stay too long 
because we were leaving for Nationals the next day. 

All my hard work is finally over; I went to Nationals in Walt 
Disney World. My team and I did the best we could, both in my 
ceili and choreography. It was a very fun experience! When it 
was time for awards my ceili was announced first. I already knew 
my ceili team recalled, so we would place. The other ceili team 
from my school didn’t recall but they did a great job. My team 
ended up getting an 8th out of 29 other teams. I was so happy 
but what made me even happier is how I did in my choreography. 
We ended up getting 1st place! We were national champions and 
couldn’t be happier. All the hours of practice paid off. I guess at 
Walt Disney World dreams really do come true. The next day we 
went to the Magic Kingdom. I went on most of the rides and all 
of the roller coasters. It was so much fun. We waited over an hour 
for Space Mountain. We stayed there for 7 hours. Then I went to 
Epcot and went on Soarin’, the best ride there. I also went on a 
few other rides. Then I went back to the hotel and passed out. I 
was exhausted. The next day we went to the water park. It had 
the tallest water slide in America. I really liked it. That night 
I left Florida. I had the most fun, happiest, and awesome time 
there. I can’t wait to go back. I hope next time I don’t have to 
do everything in one day!

I wanted to thank my teachers, Peggy, Mary Alice, & Shannon 
for all the time they put in to making us champions. All your work 
paid off!  Picture: Team at Nationals in Walt Disney World.
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Barrington McGonigal’s Fits Right In
Every Irishman who has ever 

opened a pub in the winter tries 
like hell to get it open for St. Pat-
rick’s Day. Many fail. Not Bryan 
McGonigal and his army of quali-
fied help. The Grand Opening was 
March 12, 2010, and he’s never 
looked back. “Business is good, 
and the community seems to have 
embraced us,” said Bryan.

Bryan had always wanted to 
open an Irish pub, and he kept 
that dream alive for some time. 
He even went a step farther.  In 
an adjacent but connected build-
ing, Bryan and his brother-in-law 
(Steve Berry) built a beautiful and 
hip wine bar with its own entrance 
and ambience.  Bryan owns the 
pub, Steve owns the wine bar, and 
both share many commonalities 
such as the kitchen, bathrooms and 
customers!

McGonigal is third generation 
Irish from Donegal and has fallen 
in love with his Irish roots. Bryan 
and his family imported Irish 
furniture and bric-a-brac from 

Derry, and hired Irish transplant, 
local legend, and pub owner in 
his own right, Maurice McNally 
of Avondale Custom Homes Inc., 
to do the buildout of the pub side.  
Maurice may be best known as 
the owner of McNally’s Pub in St. 
Charles, IL, and his pub shares a 
friendly business affiliation with 
McGonigal’s. 

The building is an old historic 
bank dating back to 1913 which 
closed during the great depres-
sion. The building still retains its 
great features inside and out such 
as the bank vaults, one of which 
is now used as an office, and the 
main vault area is currently used 
as a private dining area for 8 to10 
guests. Two distinct outdoor dining 
areas work themselves in nicely, 
one on each side of the main door. 
We noticed one was in the sun, 
and one was in the shade. Made 
to order!

 When you walk in you see a 
horseshoe shaped bar, a few large 
televisions if you have to watch 

Word on the street is that 
McGonigal’s could be expanding 
in the near future. 847-277-7400

Picture to right:

A great wall 
mural is one of 

the decorations 
on the outside 

wall of 
McGonigals on 

Cook St.

Back row (l to r): Ted Stay (Executive Chef ), Damien Dunne (Pub Manager), Dennis McGonigal (Bryans 
father and owner of the buildings), Bryan McGonigal (Owner of the pub), and Tom Kalomiris (manager 
of the sister company, Park Avenue Wine Bar). Front row (l to r):  Brendon Moratz, Taylor Drewes, Javiar 
Rodriguez, Alexander McGonigal and Laura McGonigal (Bryan’s wife and pub treasurer), Laura Howard, 
Kyra Brim, Jacklyn Quinney, Evelyn McGettigan, and Neilus O’Connell. Behind Evelyn and going 
back along the far side of bar (r to l): Luis Avila, and kitchen staff Kate Coronado, Rosalinda Magana, 
Roberto Martinez, Richard Meierdirks (Sous chef ), Ernesto Camarena, and Juan Muro. photo by Cathy Curry

TV, but high enough to be out of 
the way for those who just want 
some good conversation. You also 
see the pub has two levels, and 
areas that tail off to the left that 
have to be explored. It’s almost 
like being in Ireland with snugs 
and nooks and crannies, but with 
an American flair. There is a band 
area on the first floor where bands 
and entertainers are scheduled ev-
ery Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
nights. 

There is also an elevator to the 
second floor where another large 
room sports a bar and plenty of ta-
bles and TV’s for parties, banquets 
bridal showers or just the overflow 
crowd on a busy day.  This room 
seats up to 100 and includes a 
larger band stage which fits 4 to 5 
band members.

General Manager Damien 
Dunne hails from Thomastown, Co. 
Kilkenny, and has lived in America 
for the past ten years. Damien and 
Bryan were hoping to replicate an 
old style Irish pub (Victorian), and 
we think they have. The clientele 
seems to be anything but Victorian 
with a cross-section of Barrington 
locals in several age categories. A 
nice mix for a pub that looks like 
it is here to stay.

Oh, and the food. It’s excellent. 
It’s not a great Irish pub without 
good food, and we think McGoni-
gals delivers. You’ll have to go in 
and try it for yourself. You’ll fit 
right in!

General Contractor, Maurice McNally, on the job!

One of several semi-private areas at McGonigal’s, called “The Vault.”

Top picture: 

(l to r) Ted Stay, 
Tom Kalomiris, 
Dennis, Bryan, 

Alexander, and 
Laura McGonigal, 

and Damien 
Dunne.
photo by

Cathy Curry

www.mcgonigalspub.com. or 
info@mcgonigalspub.com.

105 S Cook St, Barrington.
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Parallelogram
at Steppenwolf
By Frank West

A Parrallelogram is a hilari-
ous play. Humor is difficult to 
create on stage, so the casting 

must be very good. And in this play, it is perfect. 
There are many funny lines, but in some places 

o’bituaries

4727 W. 103rd Street 
oak lawn Il 60453

All phones: 708-636-1193
Owned by SCI Illinois Services, Inc.

Blake-Lamb
Funeral Homes

Raymond Naughton
Naughton, raymond e. age 81 passed 

July 22, 2010, beloved father 
to Priscilla, Terry and Mark 
(Carol), loving grandfather of 
two Thomas and Allison Parus, 
dear cousin of Michael and 
James Naughton and Catherine 
(Michael) Russo. Proud Truck 
driver of the Chicago Truck 
Driver Union and C.F. of forty three years. 
Funeral tuesday, July 27, 2010 9:45 a.m. from 
kenny Brothers, 3600 West 95th St., evergreen 
Park to St Germaine Church Mass 10:30 a.m. 
Interment Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. In lieu 
of flowers, memorials appreciated to your 
favorite charity. For info 773-239-3600 or 
708-425-4500. 

Anna F. Kelly
Kelly, Anna F. (nee O’Kelly), 

age 91, beloved wife of the late 
Daniel A. Kelly, loving mother 
of Daniel CFD ret., the late 
Martin (Doris), Edward (Diane), 
Patrick (Susan), and Kathleen (Judy), cherished 
grandmother of seven and great-grandmother 
of five, devoted aunt of Austin (Barbara) and 
many other nieces and nephews. Funeral Tues-
day, July 27, 2010 11:15 a.m. from the Andrew 
J. McGann and Son Funeral home, 10727 S. 
Pulaski Rd. to St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
(3721 W. 62nd St.), for Mass at 12:00 p.m. In-
terment St. Mary Cemetery. 773-783-7700 or 
708-423-5400 andrewmcgann.com

26 Year old 
Writes Masterpiece
By Frank West

The Seanachai Theatre Company 
form will present the Weir by Conor 
McPherson 8/26 to 10/3.

Seanachai has presented outstanding theatre 
in Chicago for years. Now this theatre company 
has a permanent home at the Irish American 
Heritage Center. These is a great addition 
because as Seanachai’s mission statement says, 

“stories were at the very core of ancient Irish 
culture…” and the company’s goal “is to return 
theatre to this origin…”

Conor McPherson wrote the Weir in 1999, 
when he as only 26 years old. What an extraor-
dinary achievement! The play received the L. 
Olivier Award for Best New Play. Reviewers 
praised it’s “soft spoken, delicately crafted 
work” and called it “a modern masterpiece.” 
Seanachai’s press release calls it a “hauntingly 

beautiful and humorous play.”
Brad Armacost, and Susan Wellington star.
I have seen The Weir several times and I’m 

always amazed at its power to captivate me. 
The play is disarmingly simple: four locals in 
a pub in rural Ireland tell ghost stories from 
Irish folklore. They are trying impress a young 
woman who has moved there from Dublin. 
However, her story of why she left Dublin is 
true and realistic. They are sleepily impressed, 
even established. They become sympathetic 
and gentle toward her. She is admitted to the 
community. 

Sheanachai’s press release says The Weir 
shows the “human need to be heard…through 
storytelling.”

The Weir will be presented at the Irish 
American heritage Center from August 26 thru 
october 3, thursday thru Sunday. 866-811-
4111 or visit www.seanachai.org.

Brad Armacost, and Susan Wellington

Tom Irwin, Kate Arrington in Parallelogram.

Give Me The Money,
And You May Live A 
Long and Odious Life
By Frank West

I had a walloping good time watching The 
Tallest Man. It  is being presented by  Artistic 

we laugh so we don’t cry; however, while we 
are laughing, the playwright gets us to consider 
difficult questions about life. Some of these ques-
tions are:

- Do we have free will, or are our lives predeter-
mined?

- Can we change our lives much or even at all?
- Would we be different persons today, if our par-
ents had been millionaires?
A central character in the play is Bee, who believes 
she can see into the future. But that suggests 
more questions:

- If you could see into the future, would you?
- Do we see what we want to see? 
- Do we interpret, or “see life differently, because 
of our beliefs?

The only real choice we have is to focus 
on optimism and kindness. A Parallelogram is 
entertaining, colorful and thought provoking. It 
was written by Bruce Norris and is directed by 
Anna D. Shapiro.

Steppenwolf, 1650 N. halsted St., tuesday thru 
Sunday, thru August 29. 312-335-1650 or www.
stepponwolf.org

home. the theater is at 3914 N. Clark Street. 
This is near Irving Park. 

Why did I enjoy it so much? The Tallest Man 
is a quick, vibrant, humane story with constant 
action and suspense. It repeatedly displays 
great, good humor.

However, as we all know, and the play 
clearly shows, humor can say a lot but it can 
also obscure and cover up much. Humor lets us 
quickly understand a character’s strong points 
and weak ones too.

The Tallest Man is set in Ireland of the 
1890s. the press release describes it as: “a 
wildly hilarious celebration of perseverance, 
prejudice and superstition in turn of the century 
Ireland.”

The play has special meaning for Irish 
Americans, as it could have been set anywhere 
in Europe.

Most Americans are descended from people 
who endured conditions similar to those shown 
in The Tallest Man. Nobles owned the land in 
Europe; the clergy were part of the establish-
ment. The clerics promised our ancestors fair-
ness and equality 
in the next world, 
but only endur-
ance in this one. 

T h e  t i t l e 
quote is said by a 
greedy, two faced 
priest to the land-
lord’s agent. That 
agent is Thad-
dous Newcombe. 
He had the power 
to evict families 
from the land. 
And this meant death for them. 

Compliments to Eamonn McDonagh (pic-
tured above) who played this character, he 
showed the great life or death power of this man. 
McDonagh doesn’t just walk around the stage. 
He makes his character walk with the total un-
derstanding of the power he has. The agent has 
total assurance that he is completely supported 
by the landowner and the British courts.

Great praise, too, for Jim Lynch, the play-
wright. Not only is his play a joy to watch, but 
it is being produced by the outstanding actors 
of Artistic Home, producing great theatre for 
many years.

The play has had such great box office 
sales that Artistic Home has extended the 
show through 8-22. 

866-811-4111 or www.artistichome.org
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 Celtic Kitchen
 -Pure and Simple

By Julianna Leber

Liquid Gold
When planning a summer party, many thoughts 

and ideas arise regarding the menu. Decisions like 
whether to serve hamburgers or steaks, ‘beer’ 
chicken or bar-
beque chicken, po-
tato salad or pasta 
salad or both, and 
then what for des-
sert enters the mind 
of the cook. Drinks 
are also on that 
list, but usually as 
margaritas, mojitos 
or beer. And what 
about the uber-hot 
days when even a 
cold beer doesn’t 
quench the thirst 
and bottled water 
sounds too plain? 
Welcome the clas-
sic lemonade. Though long consumed on porches, 
at picnics, and served to the studly laborers in 
movies, truly homemade lemonade—and its 
counterparts—has gone by the wayside. Like 
most foods that were once simple to make from 
scratch, modern food manufacturers have made 
the one-two-three step process for simple, old 
fashioned foods into one, maybe two automatic 
steps. For powdered lemonade and its sugary 
sidekick, Kool-Aid, get pitcher of water, add the 
pre-measured dried lemon flavoring and sugar 
from a cardboard can or packet and stir. One sugar 
rush and purple mustache later, your body is no 
better except for the water in the drink.

Thankfully, the tide is turning from the pro-
cessed to the pure. And during this exceptionally 
warm summer, the body doesn’t need the excess 
of additives in the powdered mix. Give the taste 
buds and the body what it needs: the real deal 
of fresh fruit. In this simple step, the fruits like 
oranges, lemons, limes, and berries are all giving 
the body a little extra in the drink. The little extras 
are things like vitamin C, Vitamin A, and other 
vitamins and minerals that when the body heats 
up and sweats the juices can help replace. Not 
to mention helping to keep the body cooler and 
the brain working properly. Have you ever seen 
someone pass out in front of you from dehydra-
tion? I have. And it ain’t pretty. 

Lemonade though has gone through image 
changes. Once considered the go-to drink for 
workers, guests, tee-totalers, and children it 
can again be served as special as a Paula Deen 
Southern original. Anything homemade dem-
onstrates effort, and the taste of fresh lemonade 
will definitely impress guests of all ages. While 
it can be served with fruit slices at lunch, or in a 
cold pitcher of “Arnold Palmer” (1/2 lemonade, 
1/2 ice tea), it is also a great base to be dressed 
up for adult evenings. 

Dressing up lemonade for an evening party 

takes a little imagi-
nation. Depending 
on the types of cit-
rus or berries, one 
might choose a rum 
or more likely a fla-
vored vodka for the 
festivities. I made a 
lime drink consist-

ing of limeade, vanilla vodka, and a sprinkle of 
coconut flakes that won rave reviews from the 
guests and called it a key lime pie drink. Another 
beverage is the citrus lemonade with a splash of 

rum. For a non-alcoholic drink, substitute club 
soda for the water in the following recipes for a 
light fizzy drink.

The finale to any serious drink is the garnish. 
Using cut rounds from the fruit in the drink, and 
layer them in the pitcher and also topping the 
glass with one adds a touch of sophistication 
and shows the recipient that the drink was well 
thought out. To really make a splash, add a con-
trasting color of fruit or even a unique type of 
slice, such as the star fruit. So cool!

The best way to sweeten the lemonade is to 
make a simple syrup. This is made with equal 
parts sugar and water. It can also be made with 
stevia, a natural non-sugar sweetener or Splenda. 
However, I would not recommend boiling the 
mix with the sugar substitutes but using very 
hot water. By using simple syrup in the drinks, 
the sweetener does not have to dissolve since it 
is already a part of the liquid syrup and thereby 
avoiding the grainy sludge at the bottom of the 
glass and pitcher.

Summer can drain your energy levels and 
leave you with just enough energy to sit and swing 
in the hammock. When you make that decision to 
enjoy the sights and sounds of summertime, re-
member to keep a pitcher of homemade lemonade 
at the ready to keep the fluids flowing. Relaxing to 
the sound of birds while sipping a cold lemonade 
is essential under the summer sun.

The following recipes are for the simple syrup, 
homemade citrus-ade, a version of the one made 
daily at Ballymaloe School and Ballymaloe 
House, and lemonade with blueberries. I threw 
in a simple avocado guacamole to complete the 
appetizer round for your dog days of summer 
party. Slainte!

Simple Syrup
2 cups white sugar, 2 cups water
Combine ingredients on stovetop in a small 

pan. Boil until all sugar dissolves, 3 minutes. re-
move from heat and allow to cool completely. 

Citrus – Aide
2 oranges, 2 lemons, 2 limes
Simple syrup, Water and ice
Mint leaves, to garnish
Cut fruit in half, around the equator. Taking 

a half from each fruit, cut into thin slices for 
the garnish. Fill a pitcher (2-3 quart) full with 
cold water. Press or squeeze the remaining fruit 
and pour the juice into the pitcher. Add 1 cup of 
simple syrup, stir and taste for desired sweetness. 
Add more, if needed. 

To serve, add ice to glasses and put a slice of 
fruit on the glass rim. Add the remainder of slices 
to drink in pitcher, drop in mint leaves, pour into 
the glasses and serve.

Lemonade
4 lemons, 1 cup blueberries
Simple syrup, Mint leaves, to garnish
Follow above recipe, using lemons. Lightly 

crush washed blueberries and sprinkle with 2 t. 
sugar. let sit for 10-15 minutes. Add berry mix 
to lemonade and serve with mint.

Avocado Guacamole
2 avocados, ripe, 1/2 cup chopped cilantro
1/2 medium red onion, chopped
1 roma tomato, diced, 2 t. lime juice
1/2 jalapeno, ribs removed and chopped (if 

desired), Salt and pepper, to taste
Cut and de-seed avocados and put into a bowl. 

Add rest of ingredients and mix until combined. 
Serve with warm tortilla chips.

kevin Dennis Benefit 8-28
The Irish American Heritage Center wel-

comes the community to participate in the 
kevin Dennis Family Benefit on August 28,. 

kevin Dennis, 31, a beloved member of 
the Chicago Irish community, unexpectedly 
past away on August 8, 2009 leaving his wife 
of nearly six years, Laura (Tully) Dennis, to 
raise their two young sons alone. 

Remembering Kevin's kindness and human-
ity, members from the Heritage Center decided 
to reach out and help raise money for Kevin's 
children's eductation. 

Taking place at the IAHC, creators of the 
event expect an audience of over 1,000 people 
of all ages from the Chicagoland area to help 
make this first sponsored event a smash. 

Although response has been outstanding for 
the event, more help is needed. Please contact 
Jay Flaherty at 773-895-3736.. 

Jack, Laura, and Quinn Dennis.



36                                          Irish American News                    “We’ve AlWAys Been Green!” August 2010

2010   Continental  Youth  Championship

 By Eamonn  Kelly

Several hundred boys and girls 
from youth clubs throughout the 
North American County Board will 
be heading to New York next weekend 
to compete in the annual Continental 
Youth Championship (CYC) Tourna-
ment. Last year in San Francisco 
NACB teams captured 16 of the 22   
championships, while 6 titles went 
to New York clubs. From an NACB 
perspective, highlight of last years 
tournament was the county’s success 
in the Inter-county championships in 
which they captured the minor, under 
16 boys and under 16 girls football 
championships.   

This years CYC is being hosted by 
the New York County Youth Board 
in conjunction with the CYC Steer-
ing Committee and being staged at 
Eisenhower Park in Nassua County, 
New York  July 29, 30, 31, & August 
1. the tournament will get underway 
with the traditional parade on Thurs-
day evening at 7:00pm in the town of 
Rockville Center on Long Island.

With over 140 teams are expected 
to compete from cities across the US 
and Canada as well as team from 
England and Ireland it is estimated 
that over 200 games will be on the 
schedule. Various hurling and Gaelic 

football championships at under 8, 
10, 12, 14, 16 and 17 age groups will 
be staged. Similar to last year, special 
attraction will be the staging of the 
boy’s inter-county minor football 
championship between York, NACB 
and London. There will also be inter-
county competitions in boys under 16 
and girls minor football.

The CYC which made its debut 
in New York in 2004 has evolved 
into the biggest Irish sports youth 
program in the world. Launched dur-
ing the presidency of  Sean Kelly, the 
CYC was the beginning of a major 
new initiative towards the develop-
ment of Gaelic games overseas. With 
the financial backing from Croke 
Park through the International com-
mittee now under the chairmanship of 
former GAA President Joe McDon-
agh, coupled with corporate sponsor-
ship from O’Neill’s, Ireland’s premier 
Sports Company, the tournament has 
grown in popularity and size.      

Several GAA officials from Ire-
land have committed to attending the 
tournament including  former GAA 
President and current International 
Committee chairman, Joe McDonagh 
as well as former International Com-
mittee chairman, Sheamus Howlen 
and officials from O’Neill’s.

Pictured below: The North American County Board (NACB) minor 
football girls team and under 16 boys football team that won last 
years inter-county CYC championships in San Francisco.

The Wildest Dream: 
Conquest of Everest in Chicago August 6

National Geographic Entertainment 
brings a true story of heartbreaking 
love and adventure to Chicago cinema 
screens starting August 6. Landmark’s 
Century Centre theatre, 2828 N. Clark 
St., Chicago, holds the distinct honor 
of showcasing a film 10 years in the 
making.

Following renowned American 
mountaineer Conrad Anker, the film 
focuses on renowned British explorer 
George Mallory starting at the point 
when, in 1999, Anker found his body 
buried high upon Mt. Everest’s “death 
zone,” some 75 years after he mysteri-
ously disappeared. 

In 1924, Mallory risked everything 
he knew to set out in pursuit of the 

dream the possessed his every thought, 
reaching the top of Everest, which at 
the time was the last great adventure 
left. At 800 feet below the summit, 
crowds gathered for the last glimpse 
anyone would ever take of the explorer 
right as the clouds rolled in and he 
vanished into legend. 

Anker and friend Leo Houlding 
tell Mallory’s story by interweaving 
their 2007 recreation of the Brit’s 
fateful trip as well as film coverage 
and correspondence between Mallory 
and his beloved wife, Ruth. As they 
trace the explorers fateful steps they 
uncover that while living the dream 
all he longed for was home. 

The film, directed by Emmy winner 

Anthony Geffen, also tells Mallory’s 
story though the narrative voices of fa-
mous actors, including: Liam Neeson, 
Ralph Finnes, Alan Rickman, Hugh 
Darcy and the late Natasha Richardson. 
The Wildest Dream is PG and runs 
93 minutes long. http://www.land-
marktheatres.com/market/chicago/
landmark'scenturycentrecinema.htm.

Golf outing 9-16
The University of Saint Mary of 

the Lake and Mundelein Seminary 
will hold their 19th annual golf 
outing and dinner on September 16, 
2010 at Pine Meadow Golf Club in 
Mundelein.

A charitable benefit, all proceeds 
raised will benefit Mundelein Semi-
nary’s English as a Second Language 
Program and other seminary needs.

During the dinner, the seminary 
will present the Joseph Cardinal 
Bernardin “In Service of One An-
other” Catholic Humanitarian Award, 
a very coveted honor, to Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert J. Rigali, Sr. The award will 
be presented to the couple during the 
dinner reception at the University 
Dining Hall. 

A golf ticket also includes a dinner 
pass and is on sale for $600. A single 
dinner ticket is available for those 
not wanting to participate in the golf 
section for $125. Foursomes are also 
available for $2,200 and dinner is 
included with purchase for all ticket 
holders.  847-970-4830.
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The Lord of the Dance is Back:
Catching up with Michael Flatley

as he prepares to take the stage once again

By Katie Hamilton

Few rock bands in the world boast the broad 
appeal that consistently sells out shows, city after 
city and year after year. Michael Flatley’s Lord of 
the Dance is no rock band—although it may as 
well be. The Irish dance extravaganza has been 

provided a professional platform for hundreds of 
young, talented Irish dancers who might have 
otherwise seen their careers peak with a world 
championship at 18 years of age. “My dream is 
to give those dancers who work all their lives 

IAN contributor, Katie Hamilton, with 
Michael at his mansion in Ireland.
selling out the world’s largest arenas since it first 
premiered in 1996. More than 50 million people 
across 60 countries on six continents have seen 
LOTD, making it the biggest grossing tour in the 
history of entertainment. This past December, 
LOTD performed before yet another sold-out 
crowd in Taiwan, a sign that Irish dance truly 
can go everywhere. 

“We are high quality, family entertainment—
and it’s Irish,” said creator Michael Flatley. 

And just when we thought we knew what 
to expect, Flatley, 51, announced in April his 
return to the stage as Lord of the Dance. Nearly 
15 years after his inaugural appearance as lead 
dancer, he will join the dance troupe on their fall 
tour to already sold-out venues across Ireland, 
England, Germany, Switzerland, and Austria. 
While Flatley promises audiences the classic 
LOTD show, he admits that he cannot help but 
change it up. “I can only say this—people won’t 
be disappointed,” he said with a grin. 

Disappointment is the last word one would 
associate with Flatley, the man who is largely 
responsible for modernizing Irish dance and 
adapting it to the world stage. “This is a new, 
vibrant part of the Irish culture,” Flatley said. 

“The style of Irish dance I created—it’s not the 
normal style of Irish dance. Dancers can use 
their bodies and their arms. This adds to the 
passion. It’s important to keep doing it and keep 
building that momentum.” 

Make no mistake—this is Flatley’s life work, 
and he takes his art very seriously. “Every time 
we go on stage,” he said, “we’re representing 
Ireland. We’re representing our families. We’re 
representing Irish dance. We’re representing 
ourselves.”

Flatley has not only introduced Irish dance to 
the world, he has introduced a new world to Irish 
dance. The likes of LOTD and other shows have 

something to do with all that hard work,” said 
Flatley. “They can see the world, enjoy the art 
form, and make a great living.” If the present 
success of LOTD is any indicator, it is safe to 
say the dreams of today’s youngest Irish dancers 
remain well intact. 

With intense training to begin in July, Flatley 
is currently enjoying a brief respite at Castle-
hyde, his 18th century mansion estate nestled 
in the lush countryside of Co. Cork in southern 

Ireland. One might wonder how Flatley ever 
leaves the peace of CastleHyde, but the fact that 
he does stands as a testament to his passion and 
dedication to Irish dance. Flatley would neither 
confirm nor deny a possible North American 
tour, although it seems as long as he is dancing, 
audiences are watching. And so, as has become 
the custom, we wait to see what the Lord of the 
Dance has in store for us, as he once again takes 
to the stage. 
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ARIES: You are experienc-
ing a mixed bag of fortunes 
this month with respect to the 

planetary weather. The prevailing 
movements of the planets are taking 
you from weakness to strength where 
personal relationships are concerned. 
Lie low in the brush and wait out the 
month to make any major changes.

TAURUS: Your ruler Venus 
is making easy aspects to 
naughty Juno, the tramp of 

the zodiac this August. To add fuel to 
the fire this is happening at the New 
Moon as well. Don’t be tempted by 
some ill-advised misbehaving that 
could come back to haunt you. For 
some of you this is good news. For 
others, be warned!

GEMINI: You could fall into 
a dispute because of sensitive 
information which you were 

not to divulge, irresistibly passed 
from your lips to forbidden ears. Be 
also watchful of the things you post 
on publicly accessible media. Planet 
Mercury, your ruler and regent of 
communication in all its forms, is 
causing all the trouble this month.

C A N C E R :  D o n’ t  b e 
tempted into a love rift 
with your significant other. 

Also do not take on unnecessary 
expenditures this month. Wait until 
September for money issues to calm 
down. You are in control of things so 
you can choose your own timing with 
your finances. Count your change!

LEO: Your August 2010 is 
relatively calm with few as-
pects of any sort giving you 

trouble. But this is only a generalized 
overview of the Leo born population 
at large. There will always be some 
exception though. Astrology is some-
what like a pair of shoes, where one 
size does NOT fit all. And the more 
custom the reading of the planets are 
for an individual person, the more 
specific the information can be.

VIRGO: Keep your head 
down and your nose to the 
grindstone. This means at the 

work place and in your public deal-
ings. If you work as a public servant, 
this is the time to really hunker down 
and don’t make waves. You have the 
distinct advantage of quiet focus to 
do this well. Stay small!

LIBRA: You may be greatly 
admired by one who holds 
you in the highest affection 

and esteem. Over a long period of 
time a mutual appreciation may have 
grown between you. This is beautiful 
and precious to be sure. You should 
know that if this situation has some 
forbidden elements to it, it is so worth 

protecting! The planets of August 
2010 are a reminder to not let your 
truest heart be discovered by those 
that could bring harm—especially in 
the workplace. Keep it low.

SCORPIO: Some of the 
planetary geometry that is af-
fecting your near neighbor Li-

bra is spilling over into your territory. 
You are generally known as the most 
circumspect sign. It won’t be hard 
to protect your interests. And if your 
loved ones are having a hard time, 
you will not hesitate to put heart and 
soul into the issue. You are the cham-
pion of the zodiac when it comes to 
quiet courage and unfailing fostering 
of the truth. You’re not too shy to call 
the devil’s bluff! Don’t think you are 
not noticed and respected for your 
gifts! God speed!

SAGIT TARIUS: As time 
changes, so does the wheel 
of the planets in our local 

space. The larger clock of the cosmos 
is prompting you to rest and treat 
yourself well when you can. You will 
find easy planetary this August 2010 
good for furthering your best interest. 
But, as the line of least resistance 
could dictate, you may take the easy 
way out. Don’t beat yourself up 
though, you may well need the rest!

C A P R I CO R N :  D o  n o t 
feel that life is forcing 
you to change. There is a 

long term planetary influence that 
is helping you recreate yourself to 
be what you are destined to be. For 
the next two and a half years you 
could do just that! Now Saturn, your 
planetary ruler plus a bevy of other 
faster moving planets, are together 
in a challenging angle to your sign. 
Were you ever one to back away from 
these things?

AQUARIUS: Stand back and 
watch the fireworks! We hope 
that this does not involve you 

seriously. But, by virtue of the inti-
mate proximity of these influences 
in your life, you could be inexorably 
drawn in by the news! Planets Jupiter 
and Uranus are dogging you by your 
many friends and acquaintances to 
take notice. Raised eyebrows for you? 
Maybe not.

PISCES: Dear roman-
tic Pisces! Plant Jupiter 
and romantic Chiron are 

making you a private witness or 
recipient to some fantastic story! 
A secret abounds in your midst. It 
could be happening right under 
your nose! Or, is it your secret 
happening under somebody else’s 
nose? Keep it on the way down 
low!

Prior to the recent Stanley Cup 
victory of the Chicago Blackhawks, 
Mayor Daley and Mayor Nutter of 
Philadelphia made a bet. They agreed 
to make wager on the outcome of 
the Stanley Cup between the Black-
hawks and the Flyers. Mayor Daley 
offered to provide an assortment of 
personally selected Chicago foods, 
drinks and other local products to 
be donated to charities in the city 

partners were responding to a “shots 
fired” call. Within minutes Mullen 
would be shot in his face and im-
mediately paralyzed from the neck 
down. Now, nearly fourteen years 
later, Jim lives at his Chicago home 
with his wife (who is presently on 
the force) and their daughter, Maggie. 
Breathing through a ventilator and 
requiring 24 hour a day care, Mul-
len hasn’t wasted anytime focusing 

would be a nice tribute to her. Mullen, 
who has been eating the applesauce 
for forty-five years, admits that when 
he formed the company he lacked 
any grand vision. His only goal was 
to get the applesauce bottled and 
on the shelves at Happy Foods, the 
local market where his mom did her 
grocery shopping. 

“When the first batch was made I 
was so proud of it, I was like Johnny 
Appleseed just giving it away to ev-
eryone. Once it ran out, family and 
friends starting asking me where the 
applesauce was and I told them there 
is no more! I just kind of bottled it to 
do it, but people were literally com-
ing into my garage wanting to buy it. 
So, that’s really how it continued and 
how it all got started.” 

What began with the local market 
Happy Foods, Mullen’s applesauce 
is now available in approximately 
160 different stores, including Jewel, 
Sunset Foods and Whole Foods. Mul-
len’s Chicago’s Finest is all natural 
and made with only real ingredients. 
In a couple months a sugar-free ver-
sion will be available, and down the 
road possibly individual cups and a 
freeze-pop version of the delicious 
recipe. Its tagline says it’s “like apple 
pie without the crust” and I couldn’t 
agree more. Jim uses a voice recogni-
tion program to expand his business 
through e-mails and social networks. 
He also sends out samples and has 
done food shows and demonstrations, 
which has helped the business to 
grow little by little. 

Jim is confident in his product 
and comforted by the fact that his 
mother, who recently passed away 
was too. “She’s given this little legacy 
her stamp of approval, because she 
stopped making it at home and would 
just go to Happy Foods to buy it.” It 
can be heated up and topped on ice 
cream, whatever you use the apple 
sauce for it will taste amazing. Jim’s 
dad mixes it up and puts it in his 
oatmeal. 

Although Jim says he misses be-
ing a Chicago cop every day, he is a 
happy man and grateful to be where 
he is today. A portion of the profits 
raised go directly to the Chicago 
Police Memorial Fund, an organiza-
tion Jim holds dear. Mullen has many 
ideas for the future, one of which is 
making a float for the St. Patrick’s’ 
Day parade where he can throw 
samples of Mullen’s Chicago’s Finest 
Applesauce out for the crowd to enjoy. 

“I have little ideas I dream about down 
the road, but I don’t know what the 
future holds.” 

For more on Jim and his apple-
sauce visit www.mullenfoods.com.

For more information on the 
Chicago Police Memorial Fund visit 
www.cpdmemorial.org.

of Philadelphia. Among the items 
chosen to be donated was Mullen’s 
Chicago’s Finest Applesauce. 

on october 16th 1996, the found-
er of Mullen’s applesauce, Chicago 
Police officer Jim Mullen and his 

on his latest business venture—his 
applesauce. 

“I was at Northwestern hospital 
for a heart scan and I met this techni-
cian and she started telling me about 
her family’s BBQ sauce. We were 
chatting for a while and that night 
I came home and bought a book on 
the internet about the food business. 
I started my company that night 
through the state of Illinois.” And 
others will benefit from his company, 
as a portion of the proceeds go to the 
Chicago Police Memorial fund—an 
organization dedicated to offering 
support and assistance to families of 
Chicago Police officers, injured or 
killed in the line of duty. 

Mullen grew up in a household 
with a serious appreciation and love 
for great food. Jim recalls a child-
hood memory of sitting on his par-
ents couch with apples and a potato 
peeler and seeing who could get the 
longest piece of the apple skin with 
a single peel. His mother, who was 
a fabulous cook, had many different 
recipes and dishes. People used to tell 
Mrs. Mullen that she should consider 
selling her different sauces and foods. 
So as a tongue in cheek kind of joke, 
Jim thought bottling her applesauce 

Officer Jim Mullen shows off his line of apple sauce
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Great Food,  Great Music,
Great Friends,  Great Craic!,

That’s  What  Keeps  Us Coming  Back!

RESTAURANT/pUb

 Czerwone Jabtuszko
 RESTAURANT & DELI’S

3121-23 N. MILWAUKEE AVE.
PH 773-588-5781 

 FAX 773-588-3975
6474 N. MILWAUKEE AVE. 

 PH 773-763-3407 FAX 773-763-3406

OWNERS:
FERDYNAND & ANNA HEBAL

Invite you to enjoy
The Red

 Apple Buffet!


