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anp MALACHY McCoURT

(Websters definition)

, ORLRins,
(McCourt definition)
Charmisy, fvabie mgues.

Starring
Jarlath Conroy
and

Howard Platt I

- A

“WICKEDLY FUNNY!”

FOR TICKETS CALL 312-988-9000
Royal George Theatre ® 1641 North Halsted, Chicago

Group Theater Tix 312-423-6612 * www.acoupleotblaguards.com
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Howard and Sliwinski tie a Trinity celtic knot!

Inthe world of Irish dance, Mark
Howard and Natalie Sliwinski are
two dynamic individuals who have
certainly made their mark. Howard,
founder of the Trinity Academy of
Irish Dance and the Trinity Irish
Dance Company, isthe mastermind
behindTrinity'sinnovative styleand
uniqueteachingphilosophythathas
helped bring Irish dance to main-
stream America. Sliwinski, one of
the most accomplished American
Irish dancers to ever compete on
the international circuit, was the
former principal dancer in the
Trinity Irish Dance Company and
is currently the lead instructor at
Trinity Academy of Irish Dance.
This past fall, these two became
husband and wife.

Both Howard and Sliwinski have
had hugely successful careers. How-
ard holds the distinction of being
an Emmy-award winning choreog-
rapher, in addition to leading his
world-renowned Trinity dancers to
an unprecedented 24 world titles
for the U.S. Howard's success with
Trinity hasled torepeatappearances
onmost national broadcasts, includ-
ing “The Tonight Show," “Live with
Regis,” “Good Morning America,’
“Late Night with Conan O’Brien,’
“CBS This Morning,” and “Martha.”
Trinity'sinnovative styleand ground-
breaking achievements have also
beenthesubjectofnumerousfeature
films and PBS documentaries.

Some brief highlights of Sliwin-
ski’s tremendous career include
beingoneofthemostaccomplished
solo-step dancers to ever come out
of Trinity’s program. She is sur-
passed only by her own students
at Trinity Academy of Irish Dance.

» DOOLEY
= BROTHERS
Irish & high variety

11/25 Saturday, IAHC 5th Province
Chicago 9pm (773)282-7035

Now booking
Holiday & St Patrick’s
Parties, Clubs & Parishes
Check out our web site for our
Specialized Programs

DOOLEYBROTHERS.COM
708-366-9458

dooleyinfo@dooleybrothers.com

Natalie Sliwinski, Mark Howard.

C

In 1998, Sliwinski was part of the "~

acclaimed Trinity team that was
awardedahistoricgold medalatthe
International Irish Dance Competi-
tion as the first American team to
everwinaseniorteam competition.
As one of the founding members
in the Trinity Irish Dance Com-
pany, Sliwinskiwas the company’s
principal dancer until she took her

Jennifer Murphy, a junior at Cristo Rey High School, won a $2,000 scholarship
from the Irish Fellowship Club’s educational fund.This s a remarkable high school
in that it offers a St. Ignatius education for lower income students of Hispanic
heritage. Students go to school four days a week and work one day a week in
an office building to pay for their education. Each company sponsors ajob for
$25,000, which allows a different student toworkat the company for the full week.
For more information you can check out their website @ www.cristorey.net.

Jennifer hopes to study marine biology in college. Pictured (I tor): Chris Kozicki;
Vice-President of the Irish Fellowship Club and a member of Cristo Rey’s
leadership advisory council, Jennifer Murphy; a junior at the school and Father

currentposition
as the lead in-
structor at Trin-
ity Academy of
Irish Dance.
Howard
and Sliwinski
were engaged
last September
in Yorkshire,
England, where
Howard was
born. On Sep-
tember30,2006,
they were mar-
ried in Elkhart
Lake, Wiscon-
sinamong fam-
ily, friends and
colleaguesfrom
all across the
world. They will
live together in
Roscoe Vil-
lage—Chicago,
where they will
both continue
their commit-
menttotheTrin-
ity institution.
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James Gartland; S.J. President of Cristo Rey.

708-233-6780

SHIPPING TO AND FROM IRELAND!!!

Or Anywhere! - Air or Sea - Domestic or International

(Can Ship From Any U.S. Zip Code)
From Minimum Shipments to 20 & 40 Foot Containers & Automobiles
Weekly service to Dublin « Factory Converted Appliances Available
RELOCATION SPECIALISTS BACK TO IRELAND « FLAT RATES « FREE ESTIMATES
www.euroshippers.com
Can Assist in Clearing Irish Customs Call:
Fax 708-233-1988
EuRro-SHIPPERS 7667 W. 95th St, Suite 308 , Hickory Hills, IL 60457
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the Kettle

By Tom Boyle
We'll Have A Sup Of Tea

boylethekettle@irishamericannews.com

Election Time

By the time some of you read this
theelectionmaybe over.Hopefully, the
Democrats will take back the House
andputanendtothemadnessthatexits
in Washington, D.C.

The Republican ‘Walls of Jericho'
are crumbling. The Christian right
has been hornswoggled by the likes
of Congressman Foley. Institutional
pedophilia seemstoberampantin this
country of ours.

The Archdiocese of Davenport,
lowa is the latest one to file for bank-
ruptcy because of sex abuse.

Discriminatory

I've been told that the term ‘Choco-
late Co. Cook'has upset one of our read-
ers. | will take him to task and explain
to him thatlam notaracist, but rathera
victim of reverse discrimination. Patrick
Fitzgerald will sort it out for the 'nep-
ocrats. No time for all that right now.

Republican Hypocrisy

It amazes me how the Christian
Right was taken in by the Republican
dogma. Family values? Guess again!
If all their dirty laundry was hung out,
the tabloids would forget all about
Madonna’s adopted child and Paul
McCartney’s divorce. I still think about
Evangelists, Jimmy Swaggart, Jim
Bakker and Tammy Faye, remember?

Iraq

Somesocietiesmaybebetterserved
bydictators,rememberwhathappened
in Yugoslavia when Tito lost power?
The same thing is happening all over
again. Anarchy! Civil War!

Racism

Barack Obamain his new book“The
Audacity of Hope” says people often
quote partofthespeechhedeliveredat
the Democratic National Convention.
“There is not a Black America and a
White America and Latino America
and Asian America... there’s a United
States of America.”

Some of our Cook County politi-
ciansmustnothavetunedinthatnight,
Todd Stroger, Jim Beavers, Bobby
Steele and Danny Davis, who are all
posturingthemselvesandtheirrelatives
for various political offices. Barack
Obama also referenced Dr. Martin Lu-
therKing's promise“that we be judged
not by the color of our skin, but by the
content of our character.”

We have a man of character, Dan

cerWednesday, October 4th. By now,
he's on the first tee at Ballybunnion.
And no doubt, he'll be leading the
cheers at the next Notre Dame game.
God bless!

Donegal Woman
SeanThrone has written an exciting
bookabout his grandmother who was

spent many years in Peru. My condo-
lences to the O'Malley family on the
loss of their loved one.

Cross Border Orchestra

The advance team of the Cross Bor-
derOrchestra of Ireland, has made two
visits to Chicagointhe last five months
inan effortto bring the orchestra here

next fall. Alderman Ed Burke will chair
the Chicago committee.Venues being
considered are the Chicago Symphony
Center and the Auditorium Theatre.
Over 160 musicians ages 12 to 24 from
both sides of the border combine their
talents in an effort to promote peace
andreconcilliation backed by a choir of
500 Chicago area school children.

Seals, 35 years old, running in the 10th
Congressional District. He will have
to beat Mark Kirk, the Republican
incumbent. Dan Seals was interviewed
on WTTW Channel 11. He fielded all
the hard questions Phil Ponce asked
him and came up with all the right
answers. Seals has an MBA, lives in
Wilmette with his wife and family, and
is a director at GE Financial.

He is often compared to Senator
Obama because he, too, is an African
American. Both of these men have
the content of character Dr. King
referred to. | voted for Barack Obama
and would vote for Seals if | lived in
his District. These men are great role
models for young people. Please note,
the key to their success in life is due
to their education and determination
to excel.

Tony O’Friedmann
My friend Tony succumbed to can-

hired out at the age of 12 in Donegal.
The book is written in such a way that
itexposestheharsh conditionsinwhich
people had to live and the brutal way
they were treated by the landlord class
in the early 1900s. I've only finished
16 chapters, but will tell you more
when [finish the book. They are about
to schedule a fourth printing and the
book should be widely available before
Christmas. More to follow!

Sister Rosemary, SSJ

Sister Rosemary, 74, Sisters of
Saint Joseph of Carondelet, St. Louis
Province, Missouri, nee Mary Kathleen
O’Malley, sister of John O'Malley, past
President of the Irish American Heri-
tage Center, passed away in St, Louis,
MO. She was buried at the convent
cemetery. A memorial mass was held
at St.Viator's Church, 4170 W. Addison
St. on Saturday, October 14th. Sister
Rosemary was a missionary nun and

“Moderation is a fatal Thing—
nothing succeeds like excess.”
Osoar Wikle (1854-15900)

Need abelliant gift? Shop * Excesshely™ at
The kish Jeweky Company

¥l

www.theirishjewelrycompany.com

BROYLES LAW OFFICE

IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY LAW

3435 North Sheffield Avenue, Suite 206
Chicago, IL 60657

tel 773.348.3101 Fax 773.348.3181
beth@broyleslawoffice.com
www.broyleslawoffice.com

Experienced attorney providing
quality representation at competitive prices

Goming this fall to Milwankeg's
Prémier Destination Theatert

Wednesday, November 15+ 1:30 pm
The Milwaukee Theatre

J00W. KlbournAvenue (6 & Kibourrd - Niwaubee, W

rrteses cal §14-276- 4540

oryour ca e e e
onist WWLLICKLMIASLEL.COM

DISCOUNTS FOR GROUPS OF 3 OR MORE!
Goups cal 414-908-6092 r mal epowed e

Tockats don sold & The Miwaukes Thesm Box Oifics and all
Tickatmaster oudets indluding Baston Soms and select Piggly
Wiggly stome. Comvanancs laes apply. Tha Miksaukes
Thaams Box Offios s open 10 am-5 pm Monda y-Friday.

ticketmaster
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“IRELAND 2006 see Athlone &
District Tourist Guide.
log on to www.acis.ie”

Ryan’s Travel & Tours

Calabrmling 400 yeors of spadiolixing in
iroard ho Indkomd] ared beyorsd In 2000

Fa iakr
iha warry
i mfireevad

it wr iy bt b bamin
apreriaie i rnkrnl, Borwrs: Clarthdbuns, blimiow & bupcral

Ryan’s Travel & Tours {@
]

72148 W Fouly Awe Chioogo [1 S083T
Falr FF3-FF4AFT0 Foe 773 FTA8044
il rpeslevnbisieginiel sl = s n el -
TRAVEL SERVICE
o
JuWC

274 Rouse Ave., Mundelein, IL 60060
Phone: 847-566-3301
www.sullivanstravels.com

LET US HELP YOU EXPERIENCE IRELAND

SELF-DRIVEN, COACH
OR CHAUFFEUR-DRIVEN

Gadabout Travel

10552 5 Roberts Rd. * Palos Hills
Speciaficing In lreband Far Over 30 Yeurs

Winner: Sonfileed  Winner: Miexs Insé
Best Treel Aipemay Biesiness of Lo Year

FULL SERVICE AGENCY

We Car Cusfomize ANY [fimerary
Cruises # Disney + Groups
Menioo & Howati

708-974-1300
www.gadabouttravel.com

Gaffney Travel
Ganvirg fha lrish Communily of Chicogolond Since 1980

Iretamd
Apple Vacaticns

Visit our Website
wie,gaffneytravel.com

CMering Owver 300 IRELAND TOURS
& Loy Harz Car Rentals in Irelsnd

KFOP Bty T et

4560 West 103 « Oak Lawm

708 636-1683

Email: sales@gallaeyiravel cam

Furcpe
Cruizas

| Disnesyworid
Las Viegas

Local shop sponsors trip of a lifetime “Home to Ireland”

The Irish Shop in Oak Park, and
Coveny Lane in Riverside are hosting a
chance for a lucky winner and his or her
guest to travel to the Emerald Isle and
experience the wonders of Ireland. Stay
in superior first class hotels, enjoy a me-
dieval banquet in a 16th century castle,
a jaunting car ride, an Irish cabaret, and
teaand sconesin an Irish farmhouse - all
part of the fabulous grand prize “Home
to Ireland” giveaway.

“Ireland has so much to offer its
visitors whether they are Irish or not!
The welcoming nature of Irish people,
breathtaking landscape, the music and
the charm”commented shop owners Jim
and Anne August. “Ireland is a warm
and magical place, and that’s why we
jumpedatthe chanceto help co-sponsor
tis lovely trip”

Best of all, the lucky winners will see
the splendor of Ireland without having
to worry about driving on the “wrong”
side of the road! As guests of CIE Tours
International, they will enjoy a 9-day
luxury coach tour, which will take them
to Dublin, Galway, Waterford, Cork and
Killarney stopping along the way to ex-
perience the rich history and awesome
beauty of Ireland.

Voted one ofthetop tentouroperators
in the world by readers of Travel & Lei-
sure Magazine, CIETours International is
Ireland’s premier tour operator.”We take

vacations very seriously”said President,
Brian Stack. “So seriously that we have
made a business of it for the past 75
years! We are delighted to sponsor this
wonderful prize”.

Among the highlights of the trip is the
opportunity to kiss the Blarney Stone.
Perched atop Blarney Castle in Co. Cork,
"the stone of eloquence”is said to bestow
the “gift of the gab” to all who kiss it! A
visit to the Waterford Crystal factory and
showroom will be a special treat for col-
lectors of Irish crystal who will see the
process of cutting and polishing this fine
product. The tour also includes a visit to
the Cliffs of Moher, Killarney National
Park, The Ring of Kerry, the medieval city
of Kilkenny, Trinity College, Old Jameson
Distillery, and Clonmacnoise, a monastic
settlement founded in 545 AD,

“A coach tour is a marvelous way
to visit Ireland,” said the Augusts, “es-
pecially for the first-time visitor. The
door-to-door service, sat-of-the-art
coaches, outstanding sightseeing and
entertainment programs, and of course
the wonderful CIE tour directors and
drivers with their daily doses of humor,
anecdotes, information and assistance
ensue a superb vacation that| know my
customers would love!” The Irish Shop
in Oak Park is an authorized seller of
travel to Ireland with CIE Tours Inter-
national and customers can pick up a

No Need To Walk Alone In Wales

Mountain Travel Sobek Joins The Wales Walking Scene

Wales invites travelers to lace up their
hikingbootsandtake hold of theirwalking
stickswiththeannouncementofMountain
Travel Sobek’s Historic Hikes of Northern
Wales, anine-daywalking vacation debut-
ing May 2007.

Mountain Travel Sobek’s welcome ar-
rival on the Wales walking scene means
that in 2007 travelers will have three
highly-regarded small group walking
and adventure companies from which to
choose should they want to share in the
pleasures of exploring Wales by foot. The
Wayfarers offers a six-day Snowdonia:
Land of Myths & Mountains and Country
Walkers offers a seven-day Wales: Ancient
Pathways.

Mountain Travel Sobek’s nine-day
“Historic Hikes of Northern Wales”
follows in the footsteps of prehistoric
peoples, drovers, pilgrims and climbing
pioneers. Walkers travel ancient trails,
stopping in at medieval villages, tradi-
tional Welsh mountain farms and visit
a castle or two or three. Featured hikes
include Offa’s Dyke, Snowdonia National
Park and the Llyn Peninsula. Priced at
$3,590 land only, and limited to six to six-
teen guests, Mountain Travel Sobek offers
five departures in 2007: May 19, June 9,
June 23, September 8,and September 22.

The tour begins and ends in Manchester,
amere 45 minutes from North Wales. For
more information, visit www.mtsobek.
com or call 1-888-687-6235.

The Wayfarers is offering the ever-pop-
ular six-day “Snowdonia: Land of Myths
& Mountains” bringing walkers through
the diverse NorthWales landscape. Castle
visits, strollsthrough quaint market towns,
a visit to the whimsical village of Port-
meirion and an afternoon with a local
hill farmer elevate the experience, as does
distinctive Welsh accommodation. Priced
at $3,295 land only and limited to six to
sixteen guests, The Wayfarers offers three
Wales departuresin 2007: July 1, August
19and September23.Thetourbeginsand
ends in the walled town of Chester, justa
halfhourfrom the North Wales border. For
more information, visit www.thewayfar-
ers.com or call 1-800-249-4620.

Country Walkers offers its lauded
seven-day “Wales: Ancient Pathways”
which begins in South Wales with walks
in the Wye Valley including a stop at
Tintern Abbey and also features walks in
the Brecon Beacons National Park (think
endless green rolling hills), Offa’s Dyke,
which runs 177-miles along the English-
Welsh border; and Snowdonia National
Park. Journey highlights include distinc-

Come to the Shop
and Enter to Win the
Trip of a Lifetime!

« Y 5
“Sponsored by

Sinternational

{‘[‘l}'s CTETOURS
Ry

complimentary copy of CIE's 80-page
brochure at the store.

In partnership with CIE Tours Inter-
national, The Irish Shop in Oak Park
and Coveny Lane want to give one lucky
winnerandhis/herguestachancetotravel
to Ireland, and enjoy a once in a lifetime
Irish experience. No purchase is neces-
sary, (some restrictions apply) - just stop
by either shop and enter to win!

The Irish Shop is located at 728 W.
Lake St., Oak Park, IL 60302; 708-445-
1149.Coveny Lane s at 30 E Burlington,
downtown Riverside, 708-442-4387.

tiveaccommaodation, fine cuisine, ancient
sites, mystical lakes, enigmatic standing
stones, Norman Castles and walking
ancient Celtic trails in the homeland of
King Arthur and the Druids. Priced at
$3,298 land only and limited to six to
eighteen guests, Country Walkers offers
three Wales departures in 2007: June 3,
July 8 and August 12. The tour begins in
Bristol, a half-hour from South Wales and
endsinManchester,theideal gatewayinto
North Wales. For more information, visit
www.countrywalkers.com or call 1-800-
464-9255.

Walking in Wales is second nature with
thefootpathsbeingtraversedsinceancient
times, yet these three companies elevate
the experience with their skillfulness,
knowledge and extreme care. No matter
which small group walk travelers select or
evenifthey decide to hoof it on theirown,
Wales gives it word that walkers will be
enriched and enlivened by a warm Welsh
welcome, jaw-dropping scenery,andrich
Celtic culture and history. (It's hard to sum
upacountrythatdatesbackto pre-historic
times in one sentence, but we tried).

For more information about walking in
Wales and to order a free Wales Vacation
Planner and Walking brochure, visit www.
visitwales.com or call 1-877-872-1133.
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CLARE CLARE ALL IRELAND ALL IRELAND ALL IRELAND ALL IRELAND

Luxurious new 3,000 sq

ft vacation home in Doolin
Breathtaking views of Galway
Bay and Aran Islands. Hosts11
people comfortably. Avail now.
www.cliffhouse-doolin.com
email: sawgrass@candw.ky
Phone : 1 (345) 947 0892

Luxury 4 Bedroom Home in
Center of Clare. Close to all
amenities. Sleeps up to 8.
www.westclare.net/claremanor
US phone: (815) 603-1433

[oolin Crafts Gallers - Doolin, Co. (lare
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DUR [RELAHD
EXPERT

Le=ign YourLiwn

Fly & Orive: Pazkaoes

Creatfaursd Tours
Carg e Caglles
boSEwe BEOEP!

Fnchantinglraland.pom

MIZEN HEAD SIGNAL STATION
Ireland’s must experience most
south westerly point! Exciting
wild AtlanticOceanvisit.Buy our
DVD. Contact Stephen:info@
mizenhead.ie www.mizenhead.
ie www.mizenhead.net

DONEGAL

Donegal Thatched
Cottages

www DonegalThatchCottages com
tel. 011 353 71-917-7197

Culandoon House, Donegal.
Brand new luxury 3 bed 2
bath home overlooking Glen
Lough. Spectacular views.
Sleeps 6.
www.culandoon.com

(856) 858 7170

Donegal Country Home

3 Bedroom Furnished Country
Home For Rent in North West
Donegal. For more information
call +1-617-308-3582

IrelandVacations.Com

CORK

OCEANFRONT RENTALS
Private ocean front cottages in
W. Cork - Bantry Bay. Live the
dream! 3 Bdrm, Whirlpool, 2
frplcs, 3 bath. Seeps 8. 414-
687-0994 fx 414-449-8666
Direct: 011-353-27-60116
www.anirishvacationsite.com

CORK/KERRY REAL ESTATE
Investments. American agents,
Carey Conrad/Sherry Fitzgerald
No real estate taxes! Ask for
Christina or Carey at Sherry
Fitzgerald Daly Kenmare
011353 64 41213.
www.seandaly.com

DUBLIN

$50 O Speciall
Curdd Irst Pan'Fos Tour
it G, Dlasse or Cursl
Bils1 & orst Eenone
Fsh S Erlsh Fotas
EykCruva Takanas
RS0 oo book

Enchantinglreland. com

‘Ciunas gan Uaigneas’
ww.aranislandshotel.com
Phone:
011-353-99-61104

Experience The Beauty of
Connemara The Rock Glen
4*Country House Hotel
Golf,Walking,Cycling,
Horse Riding,Fishing etc
www.rockglenhotel.com e-
mail enquiry@rockglenhotel.
com.

.
|
|

ANERICAN IRH MDA

G R O U0 P

708-445-0700

Cavan Car Rental

All major airport & city locations.
Economy to Minibus. Manual & automatics.
Competitive rates, all major credit cards.

www. CavanCarRental.com
info@rent-a-carie  +353 49 436 1441

SEETHE
REAL IRELAND

groups and individuals
fishing, boating, hiking,
sightseeing, pub crawls,
self-drive, coach, chauffeur,
whatever you want

we have it.

Church groups, College
Groups, Irish weddings,
Family re-unions

Call Irish Ann
888-289-6296
for great rates and a bonus

killarymkt@hughes.net

CORK

HERON'S COVE

Restaurant and B&B

Fresh Fish and Wine on the
Harbor. West Cork near Mizen
Head. Comfortable Roomsand
Good Food. Contact Sue at
info@heroncove.ie www.heron-
scove.com www.heroncove.ie

DRAWING/PAINTING IN IRE
Art Instruction, archeological
site visits & cultural exchange
in a small village by the sea.
Allihies Language & Art Centre
Beara Peninsula, West Cork
August 26 to Sept 2, 2006
Ed Hinkley Studio 773-539-
6047 edhinkley@msn.com

Stay in a historic white-washed,
thatched cottage. Updated
with all of the comforts of
today. Set in an idyllic pas-
toral setting, in the heart of
the southwest. Sleeps 6. Call
William Harty 630-790-9902

IrelandVacations.Com

FOLEY’S TOWNHOUSE est
1949

An award-winning 4-Star bou-
tique style hotel & restaurant.
QuietplaceinbeautifulKillarney.
www.foleystownhouse.com
info@foleystownhouse.com
phone: 011353 64-31217

GLENCAR HOUSE HOTEL
Circa“1670". The Best Of
The Past, With All Of The
Hidden Present.
“Hauntingly Beautiful”
www.glencarhouse.com
011-353-66-976-0102
PS. It's For Sale

Visiting Ireland?
www.IrishAccommeodationGuide.com

www.DublinHote|Reservations.com
www.IrelandCarReservations.com

COACH / BUS HIRE

We coverall Airportsinlreland.
Friendly&helpfuldrivers.Great
rates. Large & small groups
welcome. info@joelawlor.com
www.joelawlor.com

Phone: 011 353 61 39 0080

KERRY

Darby O'Gills Country House
Hotel - Killarney

Close to many fine golf courses
and the Ring of Kerry

Tel: 011353 64 34168

Fax: 011353 64 36794

Email: darbyogill@eircom.net
www.darbyogillskillarney.com

LAUREL TREE COTTAGE
Cottage for rent, sleeps 6.

15 miles South of Killarney.
Walking distance from Caragh
Lake. Excellent salmon & trout
fishing.
www.gortnagown.com
011353 66 9760122

Shaminir, Quality bed and
breakfast situated on the
famousRingofKerryoverlook-
ing Kenmare Bay, close to
some of the world’s finest golf
courses, inc. Ballbunion &
Waterville.www.shaminir.com
011353-64-42678

The Acres B'n’B on the Dingle
Peninsula, Spectacular views
of the Ring of Kerry & Minard
Castle. 5 mins drive from
Dingle & Fungi the dolphin.
www.theacres.co.uk
enquiries@theacres.co.uk
011353 669157520

Muckross Riding Stables &
Bed & Breakfast. 3.5 miles
south of Killarney. Beautiful
settingsurroundedbyKillarney
National Park & Lakes
01135364 32238
www.muckross-stables.com

SLIGO

Sligo / Grange - 4 bedroom
holiday bungalow w/ pan-
oramic view of Benbulben in
scenicNorthSligo. Convenient
to Sligo, Bundoran & Mullagh-
more. Restaurant & bars close
by. Call Mary
011-353-71-91-63707

TIPPERARY-NORTH

Stay in an historic 1820's Gate

Lodge.Closeto Lough Derg.All
comfortsofhome!Rentweekly.
www.annaghgatelodge.com

IRELAND ESCORTED
The ultimate tour of Ireland.

OConnors.Com

H H Privateescorted tourwithyour
Irish Vacations owndriver/escort.Customized
Flighfs N ‘ itineraryformaximumcomfort,

pra

style, & enjoyment. Visit us @
www.irelandescorted.com

Car Hire

”0’9/5' LES ROUTIERS IN IRELAND
The Road to Good Food.
Castles From a castleto aB'n'B,
a restaurant, pub, café or
B/B’s and Lots More foodshop. Les Routiers

selectsthe best.Bookonline at
www.routiersireland.com

1.800.662.0550

TERRY FLYNN TOURS
Tailormade vacation specialist
tolreland.Selforchaufferdrive
Family & friendship groups.
Toll free 1 800 678 7848
Fax 651 -436 5781.
info@terryflynntours.com

wwa irishlireside.com
merhyite & podoans

Cref the Ingide Szoop
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Call sur rish BExpeite of 1-800-082-2209
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car rentals ».com

Hire a car® fram Irclend s langest vasand winning
inde-penilent cor rental campary, with pich-up
laratiems o all i is Far less than %20 pres
clay, based nnorental in Klay 210145,

U5 Toll Free 1 77 3473227
Henle anline naw &t wwsacirishearentals. cam
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We KEnow the Roads

The largest privately-swnsed car rental
campany in Ireland for mare than &9 years,

1-800-331-9301

www.DooleyCarRentals.com
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SHARING A P\t

By Scott Powers

Anytime | could get away from
my own life the past few weeks
—aminute here,an hour there —|
went to live with Michael Patrick
MacDonald's family in the projects
of Southie.

| was there when his brother
Davey jumped off the roof and
killed himself. | could see his sis-
ter Kathy come flying off another
roofandthenspendingmonthsina
coma. I felt his family’s pain when
his brother Frankie, the neighbor-
hood celebrity, was killed during a
bank robbery. Oh, how | felt that
life couldn’t be any less fair when
shortly after Frankie's death his
brother Kevin committed suicide
while in jail.

BLOOD ON THE
SHAMROCK

A Novel of
Ireland’s Civil War

New from CATHAL LIAM
June, 2006

uharal
Consumdlin Fraadom's Flame
& Fomyar (Ien; irkand Now & Again

SHAMROCK

L B N R S T,

il of bager, 1216 Bas bahled Aron Pe
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o hislodzal

uumnmﬂumw :Pmutmumq
i iksh W of | B1B-12E1Y, Ieiord
mqmnm&ndhﬂl.
auioromy fom Baleh 0. But oimeel ce
hﬁﬂhiﬂm:mmr mn:l-m
™
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ORDER TODAY crHline or
at Your fovvarite bookssllar:
Paddy's On The Square
Touch of Ineland
Celtic Crassings
Donagal Imports
Borders Books & Musio
Barnes & Nobla
ArmcIzon. com
www.cathalliarm.comm

Actually, | wasn't present to
any of those events. I've had to
remind myself of that over the past
few weeks. | certainly had to when
“Sharing a Pint” with MacDonald
while he was recently in Chicago
promoting his new book, Easter
Rising, a follow-up to his best-
seller All Souls.

Great books have the ability to
displace youfromyourownlifeand
immerse you into the words on the
page. MacDonald, 40, obviously
already had an interesting story to
tell, but the way he does so in both
his books makes it all feel so real.

“My goal when I first started was
to make something that made it feel
like oral storytelling like in the Irish
tradition,” said MacDonald while
having coffee at 312 in downtown
Chicago. “That's something | think
Iwould have gotten from my mother
or grandfather. [ knew that | wanted
that style. | found out that putting
that on the page is different than
doing it orally. The voice that | was
looking for seems effortless, but in
factit'smuchhardertogetthatplain,

Michael Patrick MacDonald and Scott Powers

simple, straight-forward storytelling.
Ifitfeels effortless to the reader, then
you've done the right thing.”

His first book focused on his
family’s tragedies and life grow-
ing up in Southie. He left nothing
out. He openly talked about the
abundanceofdruguse, thecrooked
mobstersinthe neighborhoodand
the countless funerals, most of
which were held for teenagers.

Theresponsetothe bookvaried,
of course. Some people hated it
and even wentsofaras to threaten
him.Somewereglad thatfinally the
truth was told. A lot of people were
just simply moved by it. Plenty of
mothers who lost their childrenin
similar environments felt as if their
story had been told as well.

Reiain

Maureen Murphy
Cook County Board of Review
Punch #48

A Proven Record

... Helping Taxpayers

“They’re almost too much to
handle,” MacDonald said. “That's
harderto handle than dealing with
all the details of all my brothers’
deaths and family’s tragedies.
There’s something very difficult
and emotional when people say
really nice things about how they
were changed by a book. You have
to distance yourself from that. It's
nice, but it's almost unbearable”

After MacDonald's first book took
off on the best-seller lists, more and
morepeoplebegantoaskhimthesame
question: “How did you get out?”

His new book Easter Rising: An
Irish American Coming Up from
Under answers that question.

The answer is a bit unusual for
an Irish-American kid who grew up
in a neighborhood that sticks with
its own. Of all places, the punk
rockmovementbecame hisescape.
It was more than just the music,
though. It was the clothes — spray-
painted black-and white checkered
paints, pointy shoes — the pink
hair,the clubsandtheassortment of
characters that MacDonald met.

Later when Frankie and Kevin died,
MacDonald was pulled backhome.He
left behind the punk scene because
he felt guilty he hadn't been around
in Southie more often. But soon, he
started to feel like an outsider.

He decided going to Europe, the
bigger world, was what he needed.
He spent time in a number of differ-
ent countries, but while his family
had Irish roots he had no interest in

crossing the pond. It wasn’t until his
grandfather would only loan him
some money if MacDonald prom-
ised to visit Ireland that he went.

It was there he finally didn't feel
like an outcast anymore.

“Peopleoverinlreland getupset
if you over-identify with the Irish
thing,” MacDonald said. “Believe
me, [ rejected it all my life. I tried to
not identify with the Irish thing.

“Sooner or later it bit it me the
ass. You have to identify with it. It's
not that easy to erase your history.
If you do, you'll probably have a lot
of mental illness”

Finding Ireland wasamajor stepin
MacDonald’s healing process. Writ-
ing the books has continued that.

“The more | tell the story it
becomes less painful,” MacDonald
said. “l know it'll be difficult to talk
about, butit won'tkillme....Alot of
people avoid,l can't talk about that.
It's too emotional. The more people
do that the less healthy they are
because we have to. It's part of our
lives. It has to become a part of us.’

While in Chicago, MacDonald
shared his story whileatbookstores
in Beverley and Lincoln Park.
Chicago was MacDonald’s seventh
stop on his eight-city tour. It was
one of the more anticipated places
for MacDonald to visit. After living
here for a year while in his 20s, he
fell in love with the city.

"l choose to live in Brooklyn
because it's really good for me now
being in a writing community,”
said MacDonald, who's working a
screenplay for All Souls and plans
on writing future books. “I love
Boston because it's where I'm from.
But I'll always say Chicago is my
favorite city in the country. If | could
live anywhere and it was just based
on the place, it would be Chicago.

“It's like a true American city.
It's a big cosmopolitan city, but it’s
also very American. There’s some-
thing very, very cool about that”
*Share acomment or future column

suggestion with Scott Powers at
sharingapint@yahoo.com

Y. Rampamnt
L10Or &

Bagpipe and drum lessons
available

Call for more info and to sign up.

VISIT US AT 47 South Villa Avenue
Villa Park, IL 60181
630-834-8108
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Maureen Murphy — Reformer and Mother

Maureen Murphy, Commis-
sioner of the Cook County Board
of Review, isa person you may de-
featonanissue, butyou can never
count her out. She says,“l live on
the block where | grew up in Ev-
ergreen Park, and my four boys all
live within the same zip code."Her
husband. Jack, aVietnam veteran,
runs the family’s Irishimport store
at 5138 West 95th Street in Oak
Lawn. The Murphys bought the
business from Declan and Susan
Sheedy five years ago.

Maureen Murphy

Getting back to her feistiness,
when Maureen Murphy was a
young real estate agentin 1974,
shediscovered that she could not
be a Realtor in Illinois until she
was 21 years of age, though she
could vote and drive a car. Unde-
terred, she studied the real estate
business. She discovered when
sheturned21,however,thatthell-
linois General Assembly just had
passed alaw requiring her to take
a 30-hour class before she could
becomeaRealtor.You canbetthat
shepassedtheclass,andshenever
forgot the additional hurdle.

Years later in 1992, after man-
aging properties and serving for
10 years on the Evergreen Park
High School District #231 Board,
Maureen Murphy was elected to
the lllinois House from the 36th
District, encompassing Alsip,
Blue Island, Evergreen Park
Merronette Park and Oak Lawn.
She put her knowledge of real
estate to good use and became
the spokesman for the House
Revenue Committee. In 1994,
the new Legislator became the
youngest Chairman of the House
Revenue Committee.

Maureen Murphy served with
distinction, servingasthearchitect
of the Property Tax Assessment
Reform Law. The law required
the end of the two-person Cook
County Board of Tax Appeals (both
of whomhappenedto befrom Chi-
cago)andmandatedathree-person
Cook County Board of Review.
In addition the reform legislation
specified that Commissioners

must run in one of three Districts
in Cook County and changed the
standard for appeals to give the
homeowneragreaterlikelihood to
earn a reduction in taxes.

So if you live in Cook County
inanarearunning fromWilmette
and Barrington in the north
through Schaumburg, Palos,

Orland, Lemont and to the Indi-
ana border onthe south, you are
in one of the 27 townships and
96 municipalities that Murphy
represents.

She has made about 400“Out-
reach” visits to different parts
of Cook County, which usu-
ally feature local officeholders,
whether they are Republicans or
Democrats. At the “Outreach,

she and her staff will usually
deal with 50-100 homeowners
seeking a review and a hoped-
for reduction of their property
tax bills. Murphy notes that of
the 127,000 plus property tax
appealsin 2005 over 50.5% won
an appreciable reduction.

If you would like to see a copy
of Maureen Murphy’s annual
report on how well the Board of

Review has done in processing
taxpayers'appealsin 2005, check
www.maureenmurphy.orgonthe
internet. And if your tastes run to
Belleek China, Waterford Crystal
or knickknacks with shamrocks
rather than politics and property
tax reform, there is an Irish man
named Jack Murphy on 95th
Street in Oak Lawn who will be
happy to assist you.
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|
. 36 Challending Holes GoLF Year Rouno! Two Levels - 45 Tee Slots
- anenagimng Restaurant Open Year Round Mon - Fri7am - 9pm

- Driving Range $9.00 per 1/2 hour unlimited golf balls
. i ipDDI Sat8am-7pm Sun 8am - 8pm

Putting & Chipping Green $10. OOFeH/Z hour unlimited golf balls
- Golf Outing Packages unior Rates Mon - Fri 3-6pm
- Outings and leagues welcome $8.00 per 1/2 hour unlimited golf balls

Senior Rates Mon - Fri 7-11am

+ Weekend permanent tee times $8.00 per 1/2 hour unlimited golf balls

- Prime dates available for golf outings

- Lessons available by PGA Pro Ken Buss
Dome is also available

evenings for Football,
Softball and Soccer!
Call Tim for an Appointment
815-469-3350

HoMmeE oF ILLINOIS
SpeciAL OLYMPICS
CeLeBrITY GoLF OUTING

“A Great Place To Dine 9511 W. Manhattan - Monee Road - Frankfort

An Even Greater Place To Golf” 815-469-3350 www.greengardencc.com
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Above: Mrs. Maggie Daley, (C-right) joins members
of the Galway Chicago Sister Cities Committee to
preview an exhibit called, “Images of Chicago: A
Spectacle of Urban at the Water’s Edge”, at the Galway
City Museum on Monday, October 2, 2006 in Galway,
Ireland. During Mrs. Daley’s official visit with the
Galway Chicago Sister Cities Committee, she and the
Committee members met with Mayor Niall O’Brolchain
and members of the Galway City Council.

The Maude Family Kids from Chicago (triplets
Kieran, Emmett, and Ryan, and sister McKenzie)
were all supporting Mayo on a recent Sunday. The

Irish runner George Cuddy, bib >
no. 12247 in the Chicago Marathon devoted his
run to the families of Irish Republican Political

i isi i - Mayo mad quartet have cousinsin the Tourmakead
gﬁiﬂ?eirs{r?rgigﬁssggﬁgéf;S%g‘rgh?sorgig?ns forthe L-C .: ¥ | f"u"'l I T TI_F anc)J/ KiIawaollla area and are sons and daughter o);
George carried the tricolor proudly for 26.2 miles Martin and Marita Maude. Proud grandparents are
and finished in a very respectable 3:42 minutes. L R I By | Maureen and Patrick Driscoll and Rosemary and
George qualified to run the Boston Marathon in Michael Maude.

2007.
More information is available at www.irishfreedomcommittee.net/IFC_INFO/EVENTS/IFC_BOSTON/
Marathoner.htm or www.26milesfortheifc.blogspot.com.
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Crafts Council of Ireland brings Irish

Celtic Fiddle Fest |-»coe

Ireland makes its premiere at one of

u o .
w]_th th'e most presflglous mternatlgpal art
fairs, Chicago’s Annual Exposition of

KEFiII. Bul'kE Sculptural Objects & Functional Art.
(SOFA) is one of the key international

chrlstla’n Lema'ltre art fairs for contemporary craft and
4 . . .

Andrée Brunet applied art. Aimost 100 international

galleries and dealers display work that

Ged Fﬂ].ey "bridges the decorative and fine arts”.

' . Thisis a collector’s paradise - present-

Gl]']' G5 APB'P ing for sale one-of-a-kind masterworks

Y. Sokd-outtoum ciwd viaixdieg orotiom pe tertie ey to that will last a lifetime. textiles, wood, metal and ceramics.
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g S Hekowa | i rire wh oo Hh i ol oo by will present the work of their leading  craft and help achieve international
; ’ el Etrel oo e e vl e el artists for the first time. Curator Brian  representation for Irish makers.

i oy . Kennedyhas chosendaring,innovative Lastyearover35,000peopleattended
and beautifully crafted piecesin glass,  the three-day eventand this year many
" ‘ I R of those will have their first experience
| . I L of just how desirable contemporary

1 1 2
I- nF H".K M“s c ' . - Irish craft can be. The Crafts Council
of Ireland is dedicated to raising the

international profile of Irish craft. SOFA

!
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F i Chicago is part of an ongoing policy

GETYDUR TIGKETS HDW! of the promotion of Irish work in the
Us, following on from Loot New York,

Philadelphia Museum of Art Craft Fair

L | | .
OLDTOWMNSGHOOLORG N i — : and Forty Shades of Green in Memphis.

l—@ For more details contact Helen Carroll
T C I{ !ETJ z t:086-8057220 e: ncgpress@ccoi.ie, or
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www.sofaexpo.com.
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Cliffs of Moher new visitor experience opens in January

Barring any unforeseen difficulties the
new Cliffs of Moher visitors center will open
on or about January 8, 2007. What used to
be a poor excuse for a visitor's center is now
a beautifully designed center complete with
ample bathroom facilities, a first aid station, a
small cafe, amedium sized restaurant, a small
retail outlet and a fantastic wall of computer
generated animation which allows the visitor
a birds eye view from the top of the Cliffs to
below the ocean surface.

Backed by the largest grant ever from
Tourism Ireland, The Clare Co. Council put
up some of theirown money, acquired aloan
from their bank and built a beautiful visitor
center into the contours of the local terrain.
Covered with a the grassy hillside, the 3,000
sq. metre building is barely visible.

In order to keep the Cliffs as pristine as pos-
sible, new walkways and viewing areas replace
old ones and rangers will be on hand for visitor
safety and to answer questions about the Cliffs.

Therestaurant upstairs provides panoramic
views of the Cliffs and Liscannor Bay. Open
forlunch bookings, the dining experience will
be one of excellent Irish fare and friendly hos-
pitality. The restaurant will close to the public
at 7 p.m. It will be available on limited days
for special occasion events such as wedding
receptions or corporate functions.We hear the
sunsets can be fantastic!

be a fee for parking. Automobiles will be eight
Euros, no limit on passengers. Tour buses have
their own rates. A park and ride is also being
developed for the future. Tour operators have
beencooperatingwiththevisitorcentertospread
thearrival of their buses so everyone can get the
best views and service possible.

Sponsorship Opportunity

While approximately $37 million dollars
was raised to complete the project, an addi-
tional $3 million is needed to apply finishing

touches.Individuals and companies interested
in sponsorship have the opportunity to be dis-
creetly recognized at the Cliffs with a donation
of amounts from $5,000 and upwards. Not to
worry though, the Cliffs will never be renamed
for a corporate sponsor.

Smaller donations are gladly accepted and a
way to recognize those is being developed.

Formoreinformation you can contact Project
Leader, Gerard Dollard at 011-353-65-6846471,
or email: gdollard@clarecoco.ie.

Arranmore Celtic
Christmas Concert

Arranmorereleasestheirdocumentary/perfor-
mance DVD “One Night”on Nov. 24, 2006. This
DVD was filmed at the Metropolis Theater along
with special guests, Jennie Avila, Aoife Clancy,
and Cork Ireland’s Two Time Polka.

Copies of the DVD will be available at the
Metropolis Performing Arts Centre in Arlington
Heights on Friday Nov. 24th. Arranmore, Donny-
brook, and the McNulty Irish dancers will appear
in two shows at 1:00 and 3:30 p.m. 847-577-2121

' .In ordertoaccc_)mmodatetheoverone million  Gathered together to discuss marketing the new “Cliff’s of Moher” facilities due to open in January, 2007 are (I to r): John Walsh;
visitors to the Cliffs each year and pay for the  Aer Lingus, Sean Ferrell; Irish Consul General, Flan Garvey; Mayor of Clare, Martin Falsey; Clare Association, Gerard Dollard;
Project Leader Cliff's of Moher, Marie McKown; Tourism Ireland, and James Burke; Midwest Sales Manager Celtic Tours.

upkeep and running of the operation There will

Bissell-Sexton
Complete Care

£/ ,: .

800 827-1126

847 827-1188
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2006 Rerum Novarum Award Recipients Announced

Charles P. Carey, Chairman of the Chicago
Board of Trade and partner in the commodity
trading firm Henning and Carey, Francis J. Har-
mon, principal accountexecutive with BlueCross/
BlueShield of Illinois, and Terrence J. O'Brien,
President/Commissioner of the Metropolitan

Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago
(MWRDGC), will receive the 2006 Rerum No-
varum Awards from Cardinal Francis George,
O.M.l. at the 16th Annual Seminary Salute to
Labor, Business and Government on November
28,2006 in the Plumber’s Union Hall.

Third Generation Family Jeweler
Looking to Take Care of Yon

29 E. Madison Street, Suite 1007 Chicago
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ALL YOU CAN EAT, 4P-49T

DOGFISH HEAT
BEER DINNER, oP

IRSH MUSIC SESSION, 7P

FALL BEER SAMPLING, 6P

DONNYBROOK, 9P
TIHE BEGGARMEN, 9P

2640 Lincolnway Lane, Franlfort 1.

Celtic Pun

The Rerum Novarum Awards, presented by St.
Joseph College Seminary at Loyola University
of Chicago, honor men and women in labor,
business,and government who have proven out-
standing in their support of the following ideals:
respect for the dignity of the human being and

Charles Carey

human labor, the right to organize and the right
to a living wage.

Carey is serving his second consecutive two-
year term as Chairman of the Chicago Board of
Trade (CBOT), aleading global futures exchange.
TheChicagonative hasbeenelected tonumerous
leadership positions in his 28 years at the CBOT
and is currently a member of the CBOT Execu-
tive Committee.

Harmon has been with BlueCross BlueShield
of lllinois since 1989, where he developed
the company’s Labor Affairs Division. Under
Harmon’s leadership, BlueCross/BlueShield
has partnered with over 100 labor unions across

Nowvermber 22nd is BLACK WEDNESDAY!
k Night at the Tribes with the
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Frank Harmon

Chicago, providing more than 1.2 million union
membersandtheirfamilies with first-rate medical
coverage. Harmon brought scores of previously
resistant unions to the BlueCross BlueShield of
lllinois health care company, primarily through
an innovative program called “shared claims
processing.”

Terrence O'Brien

O'Brien, born and raised in Chicago, was first
elected to a six-year term as Commissioner of
the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of
Greater Chicagoin 1988. As the third generation
of his family to work for the MWRDGC, O'Brien
has since been re-elected in 1994 and 2000. Pres-
ently, he serves as Chairman of the Judiciary and
Real Estate Development Committees.

St. Joseph College Seminary’s annual “Semi-
nary Salutes” to Labor, Business and Govern-
ment, featuring the presentation of the Rerum
Novarum Awards, includes a cash raffle, cocktail
hourandtraditional cornedbeefand cabbagedin-
ner.Tickets are available in tables of 10 at $1,500
per table or individually for $150 per person.
Benefactor Tables of ten can also be purchased
at $2,500 each, with special recognition in the
evening’s program.

For more information, or to reserve tickets,
please call Kate Minogue at (773) 973-9722. Mail
orders are accepted at St. Joseph College Semi-
nary, 6551 N. Sheridan Rd., Chicago, IL 60626.
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Ohio Irish American News premieres January 5th, 2007

After almost 30 years serving
ChicagolandandthenearMidwest,
Irish American News is branching
out, with the premiere of its latest
publication, IAN Ohio.

With eight Irish festivals in
seven Ohio cities, we believe its
time for Ohio to have its own Irish-
American newspaper!

Focused on the news, people and
events of Irish note and impact and
how they affect those living in and
around the Buckeye state, the Ohio
Irish American News will offer
articles, book and music reviews,
profiles and pictures of current and
historic businesses, sports, bands
and newsmakers,guestcommentary,
travel and tourism news and many

special features, all relating to the
Irish American experience.There are
over 1,445,000 people of Irish descent
living in Ohio and the impact and
involvement of the Irish in Ohio has
shaped the state since its birth. IAN
Ohio will bring the movers, shakers
and music makers to you from a
unique perspective each month.

Monthly editions will be avail-
able at over 100 locations in and
around Ohio, including Irish res-
taurants, pubs, organizations, busi-
nesses, concert halls and festivals.
Anyone subscribing for the yearly
price of $25 will receive 12 month-
ly issues by first class mail.

The first 500 subscribers will
be considered “charter subscrib-

ers” and will receive one free
Cd of our choice as a thank you,
along with 12 consecutive issues
of IAN Ohio!

We've got some great deals for
charter advertisers as well. If you
arewillingtocommittoa 1yearor
2 year advertising campaign, IAN
Ohio has special rates for you.

To find out more you can call
John O’Brien, Jr. at 216-251-
0772 or email him at jobrien@
irishamericannews.com, or Cliff
Carlson at 708-445-0700, email:
cliff@irishamericannews.com.

If you have news and informa-
tion that would be appropriate for
IAN Ohio, you can call or email
the numbers above.

The Waterford Wedgwood Company Store
NOW HIRING FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON
1650 Premium Outlets Blvd #1129
Aurora, IL 60502 800-593-2815
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Subscribe to “IAN OHIO”

Be a charter subscriber to IAN Ohio
and receive a free Irish music CD*

First 500 subscribersto AN OHIO will receivethe free CD.
Until we reach 500 subscribers, there is no limit on the number of people you can
subscribe for! *While supply lasts!
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November Events At Gaelic Park

Gaelic Park, 6119 West 147th
Street in Oak Forest, will start a
new season with fun fall events.
The monthly Musical Luncheon
is a great way to enjoy a fall day.
Beginning at noon on Wednes-
day, November 1st, 2006, the
Musical Luncheon includes an
afternoon of musicand dancing
along with a delicious sit down
lunch. Tickets are $12.Reserva-
tions required.

Monthly Mass and Breakfast
is back. This month’s Mass will

It

be held on Sunday, November
12th, 2006 with Mass beginning
at 10a.m. A delicious traditional
Irish breakfast including bacon,
eggs, sausage, black and white
puddingand more will be served
following the Mass for the small
cost of $6.

Reserve your tickets for the
weekly Celtic Suppers, held each
Sunday from 4 p.m. until 9 p.m.
The Celtic Suppers are a great
way tospenda Sunday afternoon
with friends and family, and are

perfect for large group meetings
and family celebrations. For the
cost of $15 music, dancing and
a delicious, hot, all you can eat
buffet meal is provided. This
month'’s entertainmentincludes
Gerard Haughey on November
15th, Sean O’ Donnell on No-
vember 12th, and Velvet Green
on November 19th. Children are
welcome, ages 12 and up are
$8.00, free for children under
3. Please call Gaelic Park for
more information or to reserve
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An Immigrant’s
Musings

Fr. Michael Leonard

The Wait Goes On

President Bush said Oct. 6th that
“you cannot kick 12 million people
out of your country”, at a ceremony
celebrating the Hispanic Heritage
Month. He was referring to the ap-
prox. 12 million illegal immigrants,
mainly Latin Americans, who al-
ready live in the US. People need
to realize that Congress has the last

word onimmigration policy. And the
109th Congress has decided to take
a“do nothing”approach to tackling
the real problem of our broken im-
migration system.

It is pretty clear that legislators
believe tough immigration policy
will get them votes, judging by the
last-minute law they approved, au-
thorizing construction of a 700-mile
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fence on the US-Mexico border.

All reasonable people who have
studiedthisimportantissueareagreed
onone point,namely, thatanenforce-
ment only approach will not work.
Some experts have called the Secure
Fence Act the“eggshell”law because
they considerit hollow - it does notin-
clude afence on the Canadian border
orappropriatethemoneytobuildone.
Nor have the elected representatives
resolved the long debate over what
to do about undocumented people
already living here. Meanwhile, the
lives of millions of honest hardwork-
ing people are further put on hold as
they waitridiculously long periods for
the chanceto bere-united with family
members.

"We mustrememberthatinorder
to secure our borders, in order that
we fulfill our heritage, immigration
reform has to be comprehensive
in nature”, said Mr. Bush. And so
say all of us, now, if we can only
convince the members of Congress,
that on thisissue, the time has come
to heed the President’s advice and
give the nation a comprehensive
immigration bill.

Free Advice

Free advice is not always free, nei-
ther,isit the always the best. We have
found that we often hear from clients
who have been given free advice,
which has turned out to be inaccurate
or sometimes downright misleading.

Once again let me kindly advice, if you
oranyone you know needs an answer
to an immigration related question,
please, give usa call. Ouradvice is free
and up to date. And if we don't have
an answer for you right away we will
be happytoresearchtheissueand get
back to you or refer you to a profes-
sional who can answer your query.

A Little Humour

Three friars were banished from
their monastery for various rule viola-
tions, so they decided to start a busi-
ness together. They traveled around
untiltheyfoundatownthattheyliked,
and opened up a plant shop. Their
floral business was soon thriving.

One day, a woman was shopping
at the friar’s store, and while she was
strolling down an aisle with hertoddler,
alarge plantreached out, grabbed the
child, and ate it. Needless to say, the
woman was quite upset at the loss of
her child. However, the friars refused
to believe that one of their plants could
havedonesuchathing.Thewomantold
allof herfriendsabouttheincident,and
soon everyone in the town was in an
uproar. They decided to kick the friars
out of town. Every personin the town,
exceptforamannamedHugh,gathered
outside of the friar’s shop, shouting,
wavingsticks,and demandingthatthey
leave. But the friars said “No. We're not
leaving”. So the townspeople gave up
and went home.

Well, a couple weeks later, another

woman was walking through the friar's
shop, looking at plants with her baby,
whenaplantgrabbed her childand ate
it.Sheranthroughthestreetsscreaming
that a plant had swallowed her baby.
The townspeople were outraged, and
again gathered outside the floral shop
(except for Hugh), waving torches, and
demanding that thefriars leave townat
once. But the friars said,"No way’, and
allthe people gave up and went home.

A few days later, yet another
woman dared to take her child into
the floral shop. She held her infant
tightly in herarms, butit was no use.
A large ficus wrestled the child from
her arms, and ate it.

Whenthetownspeopleheardofthis,
they were extremely upset. They again
gathered outside the friar’s store (ex-
ceptforHugh), yellingand threatening
bodily harm to the friars if they didn't
leave town. But the friars said, “We're
staying". So, the citizens gave up and
began to go home. Just then, Hugh
showed up. He walked up to the friars,
and said, “Get out of town, now!"The
friarsimmediately packed up all their
belongingsandfledthatveryday,never
to be heard from again.

The moral of this story is: Only
Hugh can prevent florist friars.

If you have any comments, ques-
tions or concerns, please feel free to
contact me at the office, Tel. 312-
337-8445, Cell 773-677-5341 or
you can e-mail me at the following:
siochan@catholic.org.
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landscapes of Ireland

Barry Hendrickson’s much
acclaimed series of portfolios,
“Ireland in Black & White," is a
stunning and breathtaking look
atthevastandsurreallandscapes
of Ireland. His dramatic black

and white images of thought
provoking and starkly beautiful
panoramas conceal both therich
and tragic history of Ireland.
These photographicinterpreta-
tions of Irish landscapes are
luminous in nature, and rarely
seen in this light. This ongoing
seriesof photographsattemptsto
illuminate our Irish heritage and
its sense of place.

As a commercial and fine art
photographerfrom Minneapolis,
Minn., Barry has a unique outlet
that combines his passion for
photography, his love of fam-
ily histories and interest in Irish
heritage. This series, “Ireland in

Black & White,"encompasses all |

of these drives.

An Ongoing Series

Each year Barry works on a
new series with a unique geo-
graphical or cultural focus.
“Years ago, we began research-
ing our family history and need-
less to say, we were intrigued.
As we experienced Ireland and
witnessed the changes taking
place, weinitially decided to pro-
file these counties of Ireland for
posterity.” explains Barry. But

A cultural exhibit at the Seattle Center durmg Ir|sh Week

On the cover:

“Ireland in Black & White”

Barry Hendrickson’s fine art photographs,
an ongoing series of the vast and surreal

as hisresearch in other counties
pulled himin, he began portray-
ing other parts of Ireland. This
coming year, Barry is excited to
be releasing his next portfolio
which highlights parts of Co.
Galway and the Aran Islands.
Traveling nationwide, he ex-
hibits his “Ireland in Black &
White” series at some of the top
fineartshowsinthe country,such

asthe highly regarded Old Town
Fine Art Fair in Chicago. He
also displays this limited edition
series at select galleries, cultural
institutions and festivals across
the U.S.

Barry personally appears at
all exhibitions to show his work
and to discuss his photography
and Ireland. He has unbridled
enthusiasm and passion for his
work and it shows.

His work has struck cords
with patrons as stories surface

aﬂdm black & white”

Eachm‘m frsonhoto.com -

about the subjects of his photo-
graphs. Interacting with people
and talking about Ireland is his
favorite part, as their experiences
and family histories influence
and help shape the direction of
future work.

The Response to the Work

“When | am drawn to the
essential nature of a place, my
goal is to bring the full essence

of what these places feel like
to life in my photographs. This
is everything to me. Using the
interpretive and emotive quali-
ties of black and white, | strive to
invoke a sense of atmosphere in
my images.’says Barry. He must
be accomplishing this goal be-
cause theresponseto hislIreland
workhasbeentremendous.Even
leading customers to write in his
guest book, “You've captured
her soul. Grand!” and “You've
brought me to tears.”

Crowds gather at the Old Town Art Fair in Chicago.

About the

Photographic Process

Influenced heavily by the leg-
acy of the Zone System, Barry’s
work begins at exposure with a
pre-visualization of the image
in black and white and how he
will render this impression in
the master print down the road.
In the tradition of the fine print,
heworkstodevelopprintcontrast
with rich velvety blacks and an
emphasison relative tonal range.

“With composition and the play
of lightand shadow, | attempt to
bring a sense of depth to the im-
age, so as to look in rather than
at”” says Barry.

To See the Work

If you would like to view or
purchase Barry’s original fine
art photographs, go on-line to
www.lrelandinBlackandWhite.
com. You can also contact Barry
Hendrickson Photography at
612-617-8170.
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Healy Law

By Martin J. Healy, Jr.
Senior Partner

The The Tealy ;ihm F1r111

This is the next of a series of columns on how the law can impact your
life. Each month we will focus on various aspects of the law relating
to personalinjuries, those that happen both on-the-job and otherwise,
including mishaps which occur in driving vehicles, using products and
receiving medical care. The column will also respond to legal questions
relating to personal injury that are sent to us.

The Healy Law Firm is comprised of eight trial attorneys, two of whom
are from Ireland. We are located downtown at 111 West Washington
Street, Suite 1425, Chicago, lllinois 60602 (800-922-4500 or 312-
977-0100). www.HealyLawFirm.com. The firm concentrates in the
representation of injured victims of all types of accidents.

Readers are encouraged to call or write with questions concerning

personal injury law.

Issues Involving Residential Fires

In 2005 there were approxi-
mately 396,000 residential struc-
ture fires reported in the United
States,whichcausedanestimated
$10.7 billionin property damage.
These fires caused 3,055 deaths
and 13,825 injuries in 2005
alone. According to the U.S. Fire
Administration, fire killed more
Americans than all natural disas-
terscombined.Theleading cause
of fires in residential structures is
cooking, accounting for 28.9% of

all reported residential fires.

Conventional wisdom sug-
geststhatsmokingwouldpresent
ahigherrisk of causing afirethan
does a simple task like cooking.
However, only 2% of all reported
fires are caused by smoking.
Interestingly, those 7,400 smok-
ing fires caused nearly 10% of
all fire related deaths, whereas
nearly 107,000 cooking fires
caused only 2.9% of all reported
fatalities.

Reiain

Maureen Murphy
Cook County Board of Review
Punch #48

A Proven Record
... Helping Taxpayers

The Importance of Fire

Insurance

[tisimportantfor property own-
ersand renters alike to understand
their responsibilities and rights
whenitcomestoprotectingagainst
residential fires. Generally speak-
ing, a property owner may be re-
sponsible for injuries that occur to
individuals while on the property.
Thismay includeinjuriesthatresult
because of a fire on the premises.
Fortunately, most homeowners’
insurance policies cover fires to
residential structures, even those
caused by negligence. The insur-
ance company is usually obligated
to pay for damages caused by fire.

Both the Illinois Smoke Detec-
tor Act and the Chicago Smoke
Detector Ordinance outline indi-
vidual's rights and responsibilities
as it relates to fire protection. The
Smoke Detector Act provides
that each dwelling unit shall be
equipped with at least one func-
tioning smoke detector within 15
feet of every room which is used
for sleeping. The Act defines a
dwelling unitasincluding single-
family homes, each living unit of
a multiple family residence, and
each unitin a mixed-use building.
The owner of each dwelling unit
is responsible for ensuring com-
pliance with both the Actand the
Ordinance. (Act: 425 ILCS 60/1,

Ordinance: Chicago Municipal
Code Sec. 13-196-100).

However, Illinois law holds that
the Smoke Detector Act does not
requireatownhouseorcondomini-
umowners'association to bear the
responsibility of complying with
the Act. The responsibility falls on
the owner of each unit. Sandstrom
v. DeSilva, 268 lIl.App. 3d 932 (1st
Dist. 1994), Allen v. Lin, 356 llI.
App.3d 405 (1st Dist. 2005).

The Actalso provides that own-
ers of rental units (i.e. residential
apartments) mustinstallsmokede-
tectors. This responsibility will not
fall on a homeowners association
ortenant, as neitherisviewedasan
owner of any individual residence.
Under the Act, the owner of any
dwelling unit made available for
rent is responsible for providing
the tenant of each unit with writ-
teninformation regarding smoke
detector maintenanceand testing.

If an owner fails to follow the
provisions of the Smoke Detector
Actand aninjury results to a guest
or tenant, the owner may bear re-
sponsibility in civil litigation.

Also, in Sandstrom v. DeSilva, the
appellatecourtfoundthateachtown-
house unit, which was separated by
fire walls from its neighboring unit,
was a separate building,and as such,
the association was absolved from
liability. The court held that it was
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the responsibility of the individual
owner to install a smoke detector.
That owner may be held liable in
courtifinjuries occur toa third party
resulting from the owner’s failure to
install a smoke detector.

lllinois law also mandates that
a tenant in a rental unit look to
the provisions of his or her lease
agreementtodeterminewhobears
responsibility foradherence tothe
Act. The lllinois Supreme Court
has long held that in the absence
of an express provision in a lease,
atenantisnotliabletothelandlord
for damages to premises from fire,
even that which is caused by the
negligenceofthetenant.Generally,
thebuildingownerwould carryfire
insurance and thus, the insurance
company would ultimately bear
responsibility for those damages.
Cerny-Pickas & Co. v. C.R. Jahn
Co., 7 11.2d 393 (1955).

Safety of Individuals
- Most Important
Consideration

Owners and tenants alike should
examine their lease agreement for
express terms regarding fire protec-
tion and responsibility. In the ab-
sence of such language in the lease,
the owner of each dwelling unit is
generally responsible for ensuring
compliance with local and state fire
provisionsandtakingstepstoprotect
the home from fire. No matter whois
ultimately liable, itis very important
that all parties ensure compliance
with fire protection regulations for
the safety of those on the premises.
By Jack Cannon
The Healy Law Firm

Jack Cannon was raised in Ireland
and is an associate attorney with
The Healy Law Firm. He has been
representing injured partiesin the
State of lllinois for fourteen years.

Murphy Roche Irish
Music Club annual
meeting

The Murphy Roche Irish Mu-
sicClubinvitesanyoneinterested
intraditional Irish music toitsan-
nual meeting, at 2:00 pm Sunday,
November 5, at The Chalet, 8300
S. Wolf Road, Willow Springs.
The club will set its agenda for
2007 and welcomes community
input. After the meeting, club
musicians will gather in the
Chalet Pub for a traditional Irish
music session — a lively time
open to listeners and musicians
from outside the club as well. For
moreinformation, please contact
Joe Martin, public relations of-
ficer, Murphy Roche Irish Music
Club, 630-650-5751.
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‘Tell told well of explosions and car chases, we onthe headstrong, convention-free could be hiding a profoundly lov- Manhattan Theatre
By Catey Sullivan get fireworks of language, dialogue  Clandon children, who in addition  able core. Nor, the play points out, C|yb Casting

(We understand some of the
below takes place the first week
of November and may be over by
the time you read this)

He'sbeen dead for more than half
acentury, but George Bernard Shaw
remains ahead of his time.

For scalpel-sharp vivisections
of contemporary ideas about class,
marriage and sexism, it's difficult to
outwit the Dublin-born playwright,
essayist and novelist. Never mind
that he completed his last play in
1950. His writing is as fresh and
as skeweringly spot-on as the latest
edition of The Onion.

With a staged reading of “You
Never Can Tell,” ShawChicago
continuesits gleeful, 150th birthday
celebration of the writer whose
works slice, dice and lay bare the
follies of mortals in the throes of
their own limitations. The 1899
comedy runs through Nov. 6 at the
Ruth Page Theater in Chicago, and
will be followed by Shavian holiday
programs in December. November
5th, the company performs “Arms
and the Man"at the Chicago Cultural
Center. (See below.)

Shaw was skeptical (to put it
mildly) on matters of religion, and
espoused the radical notions that
women were equal to men; that
“illegitimate” children were really
nothing ofthekind and allthe wealth
in the world couldn’t turn a boorish
know-it-allintoa more palatable sort
of human being.

All of those ideas shine sharply
through in“You Never CanTell"The
comedy is the verbal equivalent of
an action-adventure movie: Instead

written with the exactness of a cho-
reographed duel, words flying from
knife points and ideas are parried
with dizzying panache. ShawChi-
cago Artistic Director Robert Scogin
keepstheprovocationandthezingers
stinging from start to finish.

Shaw’s language demands a wry,
dead-to-rights precision; step too
hard on the trenchant points, and
you'll overpower the subversive
undertow. Underwhelminthe deliv-
ery,and Shaw’s biting commentary
is lost in false subtlety. Scogin’s
cast gets it just right. So when Mrs.
Clandon (Kate Young) explains that
“I married before | was old enough
to know what | was doing,”it's with
aperfectly calibrated amount of rue-
fulness and matter-of-factness.

Or take Valentine (Christian
Gray), a dentist who prides himself
on being too clever for the illogical
messiness of sentimentality and yet
finds himself red-faced in love with
Mrs. Clandon’s daughter Gloria. It's
not that he’s been struck by Cupid,
Valentine rigorously explains. Glo-
ria’s effect on himis a simple matter
of science.When she walked into the
room, he explains, “My blood got...
oxygenated.’

"Let’s not call it love,” he contin-
ues oh-so-scientifically, “Let’s call
it chemistry.”

Then there’s Gloria (Sienna Har-
ris), trying to reconcile her highly
educated mind with her emotions.

“lknow what's right and dignified
and strong and noble,” she insists,
“but oh, the things | do! The things
| do! The things | let other people
do!”

“You Never Can Tell” centers

Revered Boston Band’s “Angry Bagpipe Punk
Adds To Film’s Boiling Ambience”

Boston’s beloved Dropkick
Murphys are currently featured
in Martin Scorsese’s #1 film The
Departed. Asaresult of increased
exposure for their song, “I'm
Shipping Up To Boston,” sales
forits parentalbum, The Warrior’s
Code and its entire Hellcat Re-
cordsbackcatalogtripledthis past
week according to Soundscan.

The song plays prominently
through the opening creditsand
recurs throughout the entire
introduction of the film as the
backstory of the characters in-
volved are revealed.

The tune, which was originally
released on the 2005 Hellcat Re-
cords disc, The Warrior’s Code, is
the latest example of Scorsese’s
willingness to prominently feature
music in his films.“The Departed

is one of the best films we have
seen in a long time,” says Mur-
phys co-founder Ken Casey of the
Leonardo DiCaprio, Jack Nichol-
son and Mark Wahlberg-starring
movie."Wewerefortunateenough
andfeelhonoredtohaveoneofour
tracks used in the film.”

Meanwhile,aChud.comreview
adds,“Martin Scorsese has one of
the finest ears in modern cinema
when it comes to using songs in
his films, and there’s a Dropkick
Murphys track in a pivotal scene
of The Departed that ups the ante
of everything on screen!”

Elsewhere, Everyonesacritic.net
attested,”InThe Departed we hear
recurring music from Boston’s
own Dropkick Murphys, whose
angry bagpipe punk only adds to
the film's boiling ambience.”

to Gloria include Dolly (Courtney
Bohl) and Philip (John Francisco)

You Never Can Tell. The actors are,
from Lto R, Michael McAlister & John
Francisco. Photo by David Krupp

and their attempts to reconcile with
their long-absent father Fergus
Crampton (Tony Dobrowolski).
Dobrowolskiis a scene-stealer (in
agood way) asthe manMrs.Clandon
would not live with after she mar-
ried him. A pop-eyed blowhard of
blustering obnoxious bravado, Mr.
Crampton recalls his marriage as“a
twinge” not unlike a toothache.
But as Shaw makes delectably
clear, even the most blustering boor

MADE FRresH DAILY:
IRISH SAUSAGE

BLack Pubbing

WHITE PUDDING

SobpA BreaD

Bacon

CoRN BEErF

Smoke ButTs

MAKING FINE IRISH SAUSAGE FOR OVER 40 YEARS!

can you ever tell what capricious,
undeniableturningsthehumanheart
will choose to take in defiance of all
that is logical, scientific, dignified
or noble.

It falls to the Boone, an under-
statedly sagacious waiter (Michael
McAlister), to put this all in per-
spective. “It's the unexpected that
always happens, isn’t it?” he asks.
“You never can tell, sir. You never
can tell”

ShawChicago presents:

You Never Can Tell

2 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays; 7
p.m.Mondays through Nov. 6, Ruth
Page Theater, 1019 N. Dearborn,
Chicago

$15; http://www.shawchicago.
org; (312) 587-7390 . Arms and the
Man, 1:20 p.m. November 5 Chica-
go Cultural Center, 78 E.Washington
St., Chicago, $10; http://www.shaw-
chicago.org; (312) 587-7390.

AYuletide Carol 2 p.m.December
3, Chicago Ridge Public Library,
10400 S. Oxford Ave., Chicago
Ridge

Free; {708) 423-7753. A Yuletide
Carol 2 p.m.December 10, Evanston
Public Library, 1703 Orrington Ave.,
Evanston. Free; (847) 448-8600.
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WE SHIP UPS
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ASHFORD HOUSE

RESTAURANT

For THE VERY BEST IN IrRISH CUISINE
STEAKS « CHOPS « PASTA

7959 WEsT 159T1H STReeT TINLEY PARK
708.633.7600
WWW.WINSTONSMARKET.COM

For Brian Friel’s
Translations

Manhattan Theatre Club has
announced full casting for its new
production of Translations by
Brian Friel. The co-production
with McCarter Theatre Center will
be directed by Tony Award-winner
Garry Hynes (Beauty Queen of
Leenane). Opening nightis Thurs-
day, January 25 at the Biltmore
Theatre (261 West 47th Street).

In 1981, MTC produced the
American premiere of Brian
Friel's masterpiece Translations.
Twenty-fiveyearslater,thethemes
of this play are as timely as ever.
Clashing cultures and tragedies
of miscommunication unfold in
Friel's invented Irish county of
Ballybeg, a place he has explored
in his plays Dancing at Lughnasa,
Aristocrats and Molly Sweeney.
Poignantandmoving, Translations
depicts the power of language to
unite and divide peoplein atime
of cultural imperialism.www.
ManhattanTheatreClub.com.

TRINITY
ORTHOPAEDICS
"ualty, Timely and
Compassionate
Crihopoadic Cora®
RS
on o roiod In dininary
e s O
ondd Alhkalio

Jaossph €. Sheehan, M.D.
Yictor M. Romano, M.D.
Gmegory E. Crovattl, M.O.
Eeven W Milar, D.RM.
Danlal &. Tomas, M.D.




IGEEl 20

IRISH AMERICAN NEWS

November 2006

. Irich comerites pewrs

WISCONS [Kell

Shamrock Club News

The Milwaukee chapter will meet
on November 2nd at the Irish Fest
Center, 1532 Wauwatosa Avenue, at 7
pm. Special guests will be the Irish Fest
School of Music, under the direction
of Shamrock Club 2005 Scholarship
winner Kaitlin Hahn. The meeting is
free and open to the public.

The Shamrock Club will again be a
part of the International Institute’s Holi-
day Folk Fair. This year it will be held at
State Fair Park from November 17-19.
They will have their Cultural, Salesand
Food Booths in operation. Volunteers
for needed for themall, so if you would
like to volunteer, please contact Peter
Dundon414.964.4772 or 262.242.8245

for Food, or Folk Fair Food, Noreen
Barclay at 262-695-8563 or Folk Fair
Sales for Sales. Shift are 4 hours and
volunteers are given passes into the
festival, as well as a meal ticket.

On December 7, the annual Christ-
mas party will take place at the ICHC,
starting at 6 pm. More details will be
released later.

In February, John Gleeson will
return with a new topic. His yearly
addresses are always popular.

For more information on the Sham-
rock Club, please go to http://sham-
rockclubwis.comThere you willbe able
to find calendars on Milwaukee, Wis-
consin and Midwestern Irish Events. If

Belleek Event in Pleasant Prairie

The Waterford Wedgwood Com-
pany Store in Pleasant Prairie, Wis-
consin is having a Belleek Pottery
Event. Many people are not aware
that they carry Belleek pottery
along with Waterford crystal and
Wedgwood china, but on Novem-

ber 24th, the “big shopping day”

after Thanksgiving, from 1-3pm
and 4-6pm, Ms. Aimee McCauley
will be discussing the company

and the products with customers
and she will personalize any new
purchases. Aimee was born and
raised near the Belleek village and
has strongfamily connectionstothe
Belleek Pottery that go back several
generations. She has a passionate
knowledge of the Belleek Pottery,
it's markets, history and products.

Store Manager, Karren Gervasio,
believes “..(Aimee) will bring great

Leahy releases DVD
of live show

Musical phenomenon Leahy have
released theirdynamicself-titled Pub-
licTelevision Special to national retail
outlets. Theamountof rawtalentand
musicianship in one family is rarely
experienced and not to be missed.

Even though the world is getting
to know them now, theirapproach to
both life and music was captured in
1985 in an Academy Award-winning
documentary entitled “Music Most
of All" It is evident today that years
of playing music and travelling the
world has born a wisdom, purpose,

you wish tojoin, you can find informa-
tionanddownload anapplicationform.
We also have a 24 hour Irish Activity
line, 414-77-Irish (774-7474.)

energytothestoreonthisgreatshop-
ping weekend."

Customers will also be able to
take advantage of great bargains.
The Store discounts MSRP 30% or
more every day and runs additional
discounts through out the month.

For more information, contact
the Waterford Wedgwood Company
Store, 11211 120th Ave 9B, Pleasant
Prairie, W1 53158, 1-800-648-1609.

and confidence in Leahy that exudes
their every performance. Audiences
are always brought to their feet and
literally transformed by Leahy's show.
Every sense is engaged. One cannot
help butbe totally entranced by their
synergetic connection.You just don't

get to see a phenomenon like this
every day - with any group - letalone
a family...

Leahy’s current tour is criss-
crossing North America, continuing
through March 2007. For more infor-
mation visit www.leahymusic.com.

Gaelic Storm in Sparta, WI

Gaelic Storm fans will be excited to
know that the band will be playing at
Nightclub Xtreme in Sparta, Wl at 8:30
pm.onTuesday, Nov. 14th. Tickets cost
$20 per person. The club is located at

210 Water St. in Sparta, Wl and has a
42 ft. bar and 300 person capacity.

Tickets may still be available by
sending an e-mail to: jennj32@
msn.com.
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A Couple of Blaguards plays The Royal George

Irish eyes (and mouths) will be
smiling as A Couple of Blaguards,
therollicking Irish comedy written by
award-winningauthors(andbrothers)
Frank McCourt & Malachy McCourt,
plays The Royal George Theatre fora
limited four-week engagement.

Directed by Howard Platt, the up-
dated productionreturnsto Chicago’s
Royal George Theatre, 1641 N.
Halsted St,, Chicago, for a limited
four-week engagement, beginning
Saturday,November25,2006through
Sunday, December 24, 2006.

In 1988, before Angela’s Ashes
and A Monk Swimming made“Mc-
Court”a household name, the two
McCourt brothers, Frank and Mala-
chy, firstintroduced Chicago audi-
ences to their charming childhood
talesin A Couple of Blaguards at the
Royal George. This updated produc-
tion features New York veteran Jar-
lath Conroy (as Frank) and popular
former Chicago actor Howard Platt
(as Malachy) sharing reminiscences

(and the stage). Incidental Irish mu-
sic adds to the celebration.

Like their best-selling books, Frank
McCourt and Malachy McCourt's A
Couple of Blaguards is an autobio-
graphicalaccountoftheiryears grow-
ing up in poverty in Ireland. Though
times were tough in Limerick, the
tales spun by the brothers McCourt
simmerwithbittersweetrecollections,
ferocious humorand a parade of col-
orful characters - from the priest who
warns of sinners'eyeballs exploding
in Hell to the McCourt grandmother
who spits on Frank’s unruly “Presby-
terian hair” to tame it.

According to Malachy McCourt,
"This show is the result of Frank
and me listening to the stories of our
elderswhichinturntunesthe ear, the
eye and the tongue to observe and
give voice to even the most trivial
of events. | think we had more fun
than anyone writing and perform-
ing Blaguards, which has become
an affectionate term for the rowdy,

Shapeshifters Theatre Presents Two Fall Shows

Shapeshifters Theatre will
present two shows in November
and December.

The November Comeallya is
a performing arts variety show,
anchored by the comedic one-act
play, The Rise and Fall of Enver
Hoxha. Performances will be in
the Shamrock American Room,
with the smaller space setina cab-
aret style. Entertainmentincludes
music by some of the Center’s fine
session players from the Center,
solovocalists and staged readings
from IAHC Poetry fellows.

The Rise and Fall of Enver
Hoxhaisacomedy setin the opera-
tions room of a bus company. It is
the study of change or resistance
to change, within the workplace.
Character Aquinas Mooney’s task is
tomakethebusesrunontime.Heis
ably assisted by Noreen O’Sullivan,
resident spinster and hypochon-

driac. There, also in portrait form,
is Enver Hoxha, one time ruler of
Communist Albaniaandrolemodel
for Aquinas in his Herculean deal-
ings with senior management.
Thequietatmosphereisdisrupt-
ed by anambitious new employee
with a radical restructuring plan
for the company which promises
torufflefeathersinthe Operations
Room. The results are a hilarious
look at drama in the workplace.
The November Comeallya runs
Friday, Nov. 17th at8pm and Sun-
day, Nov. 19th at 3:00 pm. Admis-
sionis $5 for Center members and
$7 for the general public.
Shapeshifters will also perform
An Irish Family Christmas this
December. Shapeshifters’ cast
will perform the story from An
Irish Night Before Christmas and
readings from John B. Keane’s
Christmas writings. The shows

Chicago Health & Physical Therapy Center S.C.

Healthcare At Its Best

Richard J. Dietzen, D.C., Medical Director
Andrew Serlin, D.C.
Carmen Marin, L.PT.

Chiropractic Physicians « Rehabilitation « Acupuncture
Specialty Consultants in: Orthopedics, Internal, and Physical Medicine
Pain / Injuries / Health Evaluations / Yoga Classes / Massage Therapy
/ Physical Therapy

Check our website: www.chicagohealthandpt.com

5545 W. Montrose, Chicago 773-282-6648

Call us for a complimentary evaluation with this ad

outgoing, and sometimes drinking
sort of boys. If you don't have a good
evening, you should have yourself
checked to make sure you haven't
died during the day.’

The performance schedule for A
Couple of Blaguards at the Royal
George Theatre Main Stage, run-
ning Saturday, November 25,2006,
through Sunday, December 24,2006,
is: Tuesdays-Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.;
Fridays at 8:00 p.m.; Saturdays
at 3:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.; and
Sundays at 3:00 p.m. There will be
one Monday evening performance,
November 27, at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets, which are priced at
$39.50 for weekday performances
(Monday-Thursday) and $49.50
for weekends, are available at the
Royal George Theatre box office,
by calling (312) 988-9000 or (312)
902-1500, or visiting www.Ticket-
master.com. This family-friendly
productionisbestenjoyedbyadults
and children ages 12 and up.

are Saturday, Dec 2nd at 3pm and
Sunday, December 3rd at 3pm.
Admission is $5. For more infor-
mation or to purchase tickets, call
773-282-7035, ext. 10.

WANNA PLAY?

Young musicians come together to play Irish Music...
and have a great time too!

The Bcaderw of Iish Music students mest once 8 week gt the Inshrlirmerican
Heritage Cervier in Chicago. Studenits are divided into begirmers, imemmediate, and
senior groups based on ability and esperience. The childen come fromal oeer
the the Metropolitan area. Most of themn participste in school bands and
orchestras; many are Suzuld tired These kbds enjoy playing Irish music and
making new Frierds.

GROUS LESSONS & PRIVIATE CLASSES
SO 0 e | Whistle | Bodkran | Fiddle | Viola | Cells
 Iraisky Brissic
|'.'_|_!_1__.--"."'_ _
- [ R T T R A |

For more Infermailon comack: Hesd Rlca, Direchor
[773) TE-0300 = nrica@Interaccass.com
www.academyofirishmusic.org
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Porterhouse Pork Chops
| |
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Irisb Brown Bread and
Soda Bread Made on Premise

ALL MENU ITEMS

Available From 8 a.m.to 9 p.m.
Seven Days A Weelk!

3881772




G 22

IRISH AMERICAN NEWS

November 2006

HICAGO

Gaelic News

BY PAT HENNESSY

Tony Blair Get Your
Troops Out of Ireland

Tony Blair, Prime Minister of Brit-
ain with Bertie Ahern, An Taoiseach of
the Republic of Ireland, recently told
lan Paisley and his Unionists to get to-
getherwith Gerry Adamsand Sinn Fein
before November 24,2006,and geton
with governing the Province of Ulster
(one of the four provinces of Ireland)
as they have been elected to do.

If they don’t comply, Mr. Blair,
do what not only a majority of the
people of Ireland, but also a majority
of the population of your own coun-
try of England wants you to do, pull
your troops and influence out of the
province and let the people of Ireland
determine their own destiny. Afterall,
your troops are fighting side by side
with our gallant American soldiers in
Iragforthatvery same cause, theright
of every countrytorule or determine
their own destiny in a democratic
manner — Why the difference in
Ulster (Northern Ireland)?

Standing with Mr. Ahern, Blair
said,“This is a crucial moment in this
whole process.We have been almost
40 years waiting for this. Now is the
time to get the business done and
complete it”" So, Mr. Blair, if you
wantto leave behind you alegacy of
a peaceful Ulster and Ireland, before
you retire, really complete the job,
pull your troops out of Ulster, or at
least name a withdraw date.

Chicago Olympic
Logo Unveiled

Mayor Richard M. Daley and his
great leader of the Chicago Olym-
pic Committee, Pat Ryan, recently
unveiled the Chicago logo. It is
described as“a stylish Olympic torch
that captures Chicago's strengthand
spirit’, that may well be the rallying
cry for the city’s bid to host the 2016
Summer Olympic Games, a world-
wide attraction.

It is now very event that Mayor
Daleyis making every effort to stage
this big event and with only two
other U.S. cities bidding to become
the U.S. entry, San Francisco and
Los Angeles, both of whom hosted
the games before, Chicago stands
a good chance of named the U.S.
entry, at least.

If Chicago is chosen as the host
city, millions of people from all over
the globe will come to the city to
watchthe Gamesand togosightsee-
ing.Andnodoubteveryethnicgroup
in the city and beyond will be stag-
ing shows to showcase and promote
theirrespective culture,games,song,
dance and music.

Hopefully, Chicago-Irish, whose
ancestry helped build and rebuild
Chicago, before and after the Fire
in 1871, might well indeed qualify
to stage one of the minor events. No
doubtimprovementswouldhavetobe
made and such things take time and

WATERFORD WEDGWOOD
COMPANY STORKES
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money, but its never too soonto start
kicking around ideas wellin advance
offinal decisions on the location. Bet-
terto d little by little over time, than
having to do it all at once.

Likewise, our fine Irish American
Heritage Center located on the north
side of the city — like Gaelic Park,
considered one of the fines ethic cen-
tersinthe U.S,, should be prepared to
takefulladvantage of whatmightwell
beagoldenopportunity.Bothcenters
make ideal locations to showcase
Ireland’s fine culture, games, song,
dance and music. We expect their
leaders to leave no stone unturned.

Even if all of this is just a dream,
theyear2016 should bean unforget-
table one fro the Irish at home and
away. As we all know it will be the
100th anniversary of he glorious
1916 Uprising. And what unforget-
table memories that conjures up in
the minds of Irishmen and women.
Ahandful of brave men and women,
ill-prepared andill-equipped fought
the might of the British Empire for
almost aweek, so that Ireland might
be free and independent.

Paying tribute to such a brave
and heroic event should be nothing
short of perfect and hopefully Chi-
cago-lrish will be in the forefrontin
depicting this wonderful part of Irish
historyinallits glory, and for all the
world to see.

Congratulations Mike
and Nancy Kenny on
Your 50th Anniversary

Inabig 50thweddinganniversary
celebration at Chicago Gaelic Park
recently, Mike Kenny and his charm-
ing wife Nancy received congratula-
tions and best wishes from a large
crowd of family and friends from Ire-
'-nd and throughout the U.S. Gaelic

orld. It was a festive occasion for
| concerned and the happy couple
ined in all the festivity, makingita
iemorable occasion for all.

The popular Ballyheigue, Kerry-
ian, needs no accolades from me.
e has rightly earned numerous
vardsfordedicated serviceinmany
sh causes since coming to Chicago

1950. His name and fame is a
dusehold one in the Windy City
dindeedin U.S.Gaeldom, all over
le country.

Introduced into the GAA by
is good friend the late Martin
cQuinn, himself a great caman
ielder, immediately after his ar-
val, he lost no time in becoming
spark in the fledging association,
stbeingreactivatedandstruggling
1get off the ground. Together with
thers he got the Austin Stack’s
Jrling club moving and their many
rilling games with the famed Harry
sland’s put the old caman gamein

Chicago back on the GAA map. In
the committee room he was no less
active and soon became the spark,
with others, that promoted the GAA
nationwide even to the extent of
helping to get the old Midwest GAA
Board started, resultingin the forma-
tion of the North American Board in
1959, and eventually the erection of
Chicago Gaelic Park.

Not content with all that great
work, Mike played a prominent part
in the many deserving causes that
came along the way in the past half
century, for which he has received
numerous Humanitarian awards for
his tireless work in helping Chicago
Gaels and others, who had fallen on
hard times. And even today when
the call goes out for a leader in
such cases, Mike Kenny, Malachy
Mannion, Nancy Holly, Maureen
O’Looney and others are first on the
list as proven leaders.

But, of all the great things that
Mike did and is doing, meeting
his beautiful and charming wife-
to-be Nancy, had to be the most
rewarding. And the fine family that
followed brought the happy couple
greatjoyandhappinessallalongthe
way.Nancyalwaysfoundtimetonot
onlyencouragehismanyendeavors,
but also to be right by his side. In
her own quiet and unique way she
became his co-workerand together
they became a household world in
Chicago and beyond.

And so we join with the count-
less friends of Mike and Nancy in
wishing them many, many more
years of good health and happi-
ness. May the good Lord continue
to bless their every good work and
endeavor and may He always keep
them in “The palm of His hand".
Slainte, a cairde gael, agus bean-
nact De leat (Good luck my good
friends and God bless you both.)

My Sincere Apology to
Frank O’Neill & Family

My sincere apology is extended
to the well known Chicago-Irish Na-
tionalist Frank O'Neill, his charming
wife and family for a genuine mis-
take in my last column. | immedi-
ately appologized to Frank and his
wife and in a typical Irish manner
they graciously accepted it. Cur a
mile mait agat, a cairde gael.

The mix-up occurred from a
phone call with a good friend in
which we were discussing many
things, including news about two
Chicago families with the same sur-
names. | take full responsibility for
the error. It was a genuine mistake
that should never have happened.

| am very happy to announce
that the popular Frank is hale and
hearty and lost none of his unique

I[rish humour, regardless of the
circumstances. Nor has he lost his
burning desire to see his native
province of Ulster, free from all
British oppression, troopsand influ-
ence. He longs for the glorious day
when Ireland will be reunited in a
real Irish Republic, all 32 counties.
“Not merely Gaelic, but free as
well; Not merely free, but Gaelic as
well”All true Irishmen and women,
athome orin exile, join you in that
determination Frank. May we all
see that day in our lifetime.

Seeking Tailteann
Games Memories

AnIrish reader in a current issue
of the Irish Echo writes seeking
Tailteann Games memories for a
documentary her firm is making
about the Tailteann Games, a major
cultural event which took place in
Croke Park, Dublin, in 1924, ‘28,
and ‘32. | recall the 1928 and ‘32
events and the great enthusiasm
they aroused for the promotion of
Irish games such as Hurling, Gaelic
Football, Handball, and Rounders,
a forerunner for our own Baseball.
She is seeking memorabilia and
photographs. | sent her a copy of
Seamus O’Ceallaigh’s description
of them in his fine book, The Story
of the GAA.

Seamus tells the beautiful story of
the Tailteann Games, dating back to
632 B.C. and A.D. 1169, which was
held every four years, the first week
in August, near the spot whereTailte,
one of Ireland’s most distinguished
Queens was buried. From all ac-
counts, the High King proclaimed
the opening as various chieftains
brought along their star hurlers,
footballers, athletes, horsemen,
musicians, harpists, and singers,
for the daily events. And the ladies
devotedtheeveningstomusic, sing-
ing, dancing and drama.They called
it the “Irish Olympics”.

The founding of the GAA in
1884, and the huge success of Irish
athletes abroad in the U.S., Canada,
and Australia, brought the revival
event to the fore. Teams travelled
from the U.S., England, Australia,
Scotland, Wales, New Zealand and
even South Africa. The events in
Dublin in the 20’s were a huge suc-
cess,andattracted large crowdsfrom
all over the world. After the playoffs,
Ireland beat the U.S. in the finals as
expected, but neverthelessit helped
promote the games abroad.

Readers are asked to write Ms.
Mager, with further enquiries or if
theyhaveanyphotographsofthese
events in the 20’s. Her address is
Union Films, Caragh Road, Dub-
lin, Ireland. We look forward to the
documentary.
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Damien Dempsey delivers at Gunther Murphy'’s

The backroom at Gunther Murphy’s was electrified with the music and the lyrics of Damien Dempsey,
(left). Over 100 attended, and many in attendance knew the words to his music. We found the words soul-
ful, heartwrenching, piercing and exhilarating, and the passionate delivery one-of-a-kind. Damien is a
Dubliner, but we predict his music will reach the entire Diaspora! His latest CD, “Shots” is available at
retailers and Irish imports stores. IAN will let you know when he is back!

Attention
Chicagoland
Authors

The group’s next meeting is
Tuesday, November 28th at the
Woodridge Public Library at 7
(pm). Sharan Tash will be guest
speaker at the next meeting of
the Authors Marketing Group.
Sharan is a successful business-
woman from the Chicago Area.
She will discuss the importance
of relationship networking for
everyone, including authors. As
Sharan states“she is more likely
tobuyabookfromanauthorshe
knows personally than someone
she doesn't”(Note: Woodridge is
located just east of Naperville).
The library’s website is: http://
www.woodridgelibrary.org.

Further information can be

GIFTS FOR THE HOLIDAYS
We've a full line of Gahway Crystal
and Belleak, Official Guinrmss
Merchandise, Newspapers,
Books, Clnthing, and Jewslry
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obtained by contacting Jim Dur-

A736 Morth Astin Ava kin, a co-founder of the group,
Chicagna, Minois 60630 via e-mail at jamestdurkin@
7735458515 - hotmail.com or by visiting the
FAALELE 4819 - fix group’s website at: http://www.

authorsmarketinggroup.org.
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Taste the difference and experience over 40 years of fradition.

Comfortable atmosphere
with afferdable cuisine

7 Days & 7 Nights 0 Week!

Any size group
10-25-35 up to 160

Private room, reservafion

or open seating

« Shwars PARTY ROOMS
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Bongeets starting at $6%5 per person |

Dine In * Banquets * Carry Out * Debiwery * Catering
We can accomodate up to 500 people — Parking available across the street

9655 W. 143rd St. Orland Park 708.349.2111
11247 W. 187th St. Mokena 708.478.8888
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It's a family affair at the Irish Manor

TheoldMaplewoodInnat 115th
and Pulaskihas new owners,anew
name, a new look, a new menu,
andarenewed commitmenttothe
great service that kept it popular
and open for over 30 years on
Chicago’s Southside. John and
Jacqueline Tutor have put their
heartand soulinto their new“Irish
Manor” for the last six months.

“We stayed open,”said Jackie.
“When we bought therestaurant

(I to r): The family Tutor; John, Jacqueline,

Orla and Niamh.

it was very popular. We just
continuedservingthecustomers.
We remodeled on Sunday nights
at closing, through to Tuesday
mornings when we would re-
open. It was hard, but it worked.
We are now twice as busy in the
evenings than we were seven
months ago. Now we are open
seven days a week from 8 a.m.
to 9 p.m.,"she continued.

The place looks completely
different now. Lots of
mahogany wood and
dark green booths to
gowiththreestrategi-
cally located fireplac-
es, and four plasma
televisions-twointhe
barandtwointheres-
taurant, butare avail-
able for those who
wanttokeepuponthe
latest Bears game.

Not happy with
thebrownbreadthey
could find locally,
Jackie produces her
own from scratch,
alongwithfreshsoda
bread. They have
added new menu
itemssuchasanlrish
Curryrice and chick-
en dish.”We worked

on that recipe for several weeks
untilwe gotitwherewewantedit.
Weknow the Irishfrom across the
pondwantedagoodone,andwe
know Americans like it as well,”
said Jackie.

Besides the curry, they serve
a great full Irish breakfast, lamb
chops, porterhouse pork chops,
steaks, split Alaskan crab legs,
breakfastand lunch of all varieties.
Andyou can have adrink with that
if you like. Beer, wine and pre-
mium liquors are all available.

John Tutor is a fireman and
understands how hard itis to get
a good meal after working hours
that most people never dreamed
of. “With the hours we keep, we
sometimes want dinner at break-
fast time,” laughed John.”What's
unique abouttherestaurantis that
you can get split Alaskan crablegs
at 8 a.m. with a pint of Guinness,

Ir-u:[u nd

—*1‘:.

C-Bdail donleviEmonmuawtboom
Wik wowwdooleycarrentals.com
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Dooley Car

Rentals takes
you there. %

For over halt a century,
Lroaley Car Rentals has
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greener on the orher side,
Whon vou re ready (o see
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for Daodey toke vou chers,
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or a full Irish breakfast at 9 p.m.
with a cup of tea - your choice! Ev-
erything on the menuis available
all the time, unless of course we
happen to sell out of your favorite
that day, which does occuroncein
a while," he continued.

The Tutors met while they
both worked at Butch McGuires
on Rush Street. John and Jackie
bothhaveamyriad of experience.
One or the other or both of them
have worked at such well known
places as Harry Carey’s, Smith
andWollensky’s, the Park Avenue
Cafe, Kitty O'Shea’s, Chaplin's
Bar & Bistro in Palm Springs,
and O’Donaghue’s and for the

O’'Dwyer brothers in Dublin.
They also owned the popular
Halligan’s Bar on North Lincoln
for several years.

Now that the Tutor’s have
everything in place, they invite
you to join them at the “Manor”
any day of the week. Hours are
from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. seven days
a week. Private parties can be
accommodated. Lookforthemat
theSoutheast cornerof 115thand
Pulaski. Plenty of free parking.
708-388-1772.

Bring yourself or the whole
family and make yourselfathome.
There is a warm “Caed Mile
Failte” there for you always.

Elmburst District 205 Foundations 4th Annul

Haliday Faite Presented By LaSalle Bank
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York High School % 355 West St. Charles Rd.,
Elmhurst, Illjnois

Admrezions: $5.00
Dangted to the Elmburst District M5 Foundy tion.
Chyldren under the age of 12 are free.

Fot further information call: 6306122328
of ¥isit ouf website @ wenclmbure k12l osfoundsticn
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Special Children’s Charities Night of “Pirate Queen”

Join the Special Children’s Chari-
ties for a mystical evening of Irish
music and dance, to see Boublil and
Schonberg’s The Pirate Queen, with
proceeds directly benefiting Special
Olympics Chicago.

The performance will take place
on Wednesday, November 15, 2006,
at 7:30 p.m. at the Cadillac Palace

Theater, 151 W. Randolph Street in
Chicago. Tickets are $125 each and
the proceeds directly benefit Special
Olympics Chicago.

Only 200 tickets will be sold on
a first-come, first-served basis. To
placeyourordertoday, contact Special
Children’s Charities at 312-527-3743
or scc@sochicago.org. Credit card

orders will be taken over the phone
or via email. To order via mail, send
check payable to Special Children’s
Charities to: Special Children’s Chari-
ties/Special Olympics Chicago, 541 N.
Fairbanks Court, Chicago, IL 60611.

Inaccordance with IRS regulations,

a portion of your contribution is
tax deductible.

The Third Annual Echoes of Erin Comhaltas tour made a stop at
the Irish American Heritage Center October 20, 2006 and much of
Chicagoland’s Irish music scene stopped by to see the show.They were
notdisappointed! The show lasted almost three hours, but no one went
home early as the music and the dance and the storytelling were su-
perb. Pictured are two Irish families with a lot of great music between
them, the Daly and Carroll families. (I to r): Eileen Abberton, John
Abberton, John Daly, Liz Carroll, Eileen Carroll, Paddy Daly, Eileen
Daly, Kevin Carroll.

CIRE &y b fAULRNER
Clerinai Chi Dinzinge op Ieeland
Commrericne dccepred fuom fous phoro
SN Apchal Dhanze also avanadle

wiwwaireybifaulkner.com
Telaphone 315-536-4296

Eriday, December 1 at 8pm

Tickets are $20 - all seats are gu:ncrﬂl admission

Call 773-282-7035, ext. 10
T ——————-

in IRELAND

at the Irish American Heritage Center

fony Kenny's Christmas Time in [reland celebrates the Christrnas radlinfon
wiith the fincst in inish song dance, music and Lughier;
The concert includes the lincup of
Kathy Durkin, lreland’s Queen of Courry,
Richie Hayes, the "leprechaun of song and comedy”
and the Dublin City Dancers, a renowned froupe of
bﬂanu’ s,l‘hesf :rau’mﬂmf and contemporary Irish dancers.
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dance shows, including Riverdance and Lord of the Dance,

i ke |

i he irnsh American i—ieritﬂge Center
4626 N Kknox Avenue » Chi::agn

773 282-7035, ext 10
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Full Irish
reakfast

by Maureen Callahan

A

Navigate the Loop to The Kerryman Irish Pub

Throughoutlreland’s history,ancient
to present, County Kerry has contrib-
uted much to the credit this culture
so greatly deserves. The modern-day
Kerryman himself, owner
Mick O'Donaghue, keeps
a careful eye on the go-
ings on of this part-
elegant dining, part-
boisterous Irish pub.
There is a definite
Chicago-industrial
feel to this warm-

@

&

THE KERRYMAN

Antarctic explorer Tom Crean.

Butthe original Kerryman'saccom-
plishmentswentlargely unrecognized
untilrecent times. St.Brendan, known
as Brendan the Navigator

or Voyager, and name-
sake of this establish-
ment, is believed by
some modern-day
scholars to have
explored North

America as far

back as the 6th

THE ORIGINAL RAVIGATINR

colored and mod-

ernly decorated pub.

Assolid, festively, decorated
mahogany wood first floor pub
gives way to an almost straight
staircase of iron detailing, mixed with
wood-finished railings, reminding
patrons of the past use of the probable
factory space. The apparentiron-work
décoronthedining area of the second-
floor loft echo the many bridges of the
Chicago River just a bit further south of
the pub. Everywhere one looks, there
are tributes to famous Kerryfolk-John
B. Keane, actor Gregory Peck, and

533 a0

Y

century A.D. Or-

dained a monk in

512, Brendan spent the

next twenty years of his life
exploringtheareasaroundthelrish
islesandfoundingmonasteries.Some-
time early in his travels, (estimated
around 523 A.D.), Brendan learned
fromanothermonkoffarawaylandsto
the west.He and agroup of monks set
sail for this land in small vessels made
of oak bark with animal hides sewn
togetheroverwood, toinvestigatethe
land and converttheinhabitants.Leg-
end claims they were gonefor closeto

sevenyears.Few survived the journey
home to Ireland. The story is sup-
ported by Latin texts written during
this time in Europe, after Brendanand
his crew returned and the story spread
throughoutthe continent. Mysterious
Oghamwritingsfoundinmodern-day
West Virginia lend credibility to the
ancient voyage, containing Christian
religious messages and “Celtic” sym-
bols. The existence of these writings
is accepted as proof among some
contemporaryhistoriansthatChristian
monks walkedinNorth Americamore
than 1400yearsago, thedates coincid-
ing with Brendan'’s journey.

Take the legend or leave it, but
there’s no doubt about the great food
and service to be found in this classy
pub.The Guinnessis perfectly poured-
not a single bubble to be found. Get
your happy-hour group together from
the office and meet for Thursday night
drink specials of $2 Miller Light bottles
and $4 Jaeger bombs. Order some
Bass Ale onion rings to accompany

Image of St. Brendan and monks
rowing across the Atlantic Ocean.
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The exterior of The Kerryman.

your drinks-the only of their kind to be
found in the loop, served with Bass in
thebatterandhorseradishontheside.If
not, the Baked Artichoke dipis a great
alternate way to start out, Artichoke
hearts blended with roasted red pep-
pers, chilesand garlic, served alongside
toasted French bread make agood way
to warm up on chilly autumn nights.
The sweet Dingle Bay Crab Cake, pan
fried with mustard and roasted red
pepper sauce, is definitely worth a try.
Theburgerandpubsandwichcollection
is a decent size, ranging from classic
burgers to sun dried tomato yellow
fin tuna or meatloaf. Among the best
features of the All Day Affairs are the
herbs, capersand brown buttersautéed
salmon with vegetables, filet mignon
medallions, macaroniand three cheese
or the curried chicken. There is also
an Irish breakfast available all day. A
delectable Galway seafood chowder
and selection of six salads offer diners
a choice of lighter fare.

Be sure to save room for dessert. This
partof themenuis currently under con-
struction, but the selections thus far are

amazing.Amongothers, the St.Brendan
Boat is a light puff pastry with fresh
strawberries, whipped creamand créme
Anglaise. The Granny O’Donoghue’s
chocolate cake is just the right mix of
sweet and bitter-absolutely amazing!

The Kerryman has an amazing
partyroomlocated onthe secondfloor
loft in the back, for all your special
occasions. Stop by to watch the Bears
win on flatscreen TVs, or catch all the
Gaelic Athletic Associationgames here.
Watch the Notre Dame game while you
recover from last night with $4 Bloody
Mary's or $2 bottles during the game.
Weekends feature all sorts of music,
from Irish on Thursdays, to DJs on the
weekends. For a real Chicago-Irish feel,
navigate your way to The Kerryman at
Erie and Clark (661 N. Clark St., red
line to Grand or Chicago, bus lines #66
east or #125 west). For more informa-
tion, dial 312.335.8131 or check out
info@thekerrymanchicago.com

Maureen Callahan is a freelance
writerand columnist living on Chica-
go's Gold Coast.callahanmaureen@
hotmail.com.

Visas
Consulate
Asylum

business
Business Registration
Real Estate
Contracts/Leases
Building and Zoning
Tax Matters

general practice

Bankruptcy/Credit

Accidents/Insurance

JOHN W.

& ASSOCIATES
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW

all immigration matters

Traffic Tlckets/Llcense Problems
Divorces and Children Issues

Criminal/DUI/Shoplifting

Call for appointment 312-738-2LAW (2529)
1105 W Chicago Ave #203 Chicago, IL 60622
corner of Milwaukee/Elston/Chicago - Blue Line Stop!
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Barack Obama, Cullerton, Close, honorary co-chairs
of St. Patrick Fathers’ Kenya famine relief event

Raffle and Dance to take place at 4:00 p.m., November 26, 2006
at the Irish American Heritage Center, 4626 N. Knox Avenue, Chicago

U.S. Senator Barack Obama
joins State Senator John Cul-
lerton and Dr. Michael Close in
asking Chicagoans to dust off
their dancing shoes and open
their checkbooks for the St. Pat-
rick Fathers’ Holiday Ball Room
Reunion andraffle benefiting Ke-
nya famine relief. The event will
reprise the Chicago Holiday Ball
Room social dances of the 1950s
and 1960s, and will culminate
with a raffle drawing for a pair
tickets on the Irish tour cruise,
adiamond ring and other prizes.

All proceeds from the raffle and
dance will go to the St. Patrick’s
Missionary Society relief efforts
in Kenya.

“I'think people in this commu-
nity share my concern for people
inKenyawhoare subjectedtothe
horrors of drought, famine and
starvation,’said Senator Obama.
“Chicagoans want to help and
the St. Patrick Fathers’ proj-
ects—drilling water wells and
delivering food—are very direct
and tangible ways of providing
significant relief”

THE
WATERFORD WEDGWOOD
COMPANY STORE

WELCOMES

Vincent Rellis
Master Cutter

Mr. Reflis Will Sign Your

(Hoo) 803931

Sumday — November s5th 2006
1000 a.m. o 300 pan.

The St. Patrick Fathers have
missions in two villages in the
hardest-hit part of Kenya, where
there has been no rain for two
years, water sources have dried
up and food supplies are severely
depleted.Soon, the peopleinthese
villages will not be able to give
their children even one meal aday,
according to Vice Superior Father
John Garry, who leads the St. Pat-
rick Society’s missions in Kenya.
The goal of the Chicago fundrais-
ingeventistoraiseatleastenough
moneytodigtwo permanentwells
anddeliverten seven-ton trucks of
grain to the villages.

“The raffle and dance will give
people an opportunity to reach
outinameaningfulwaytopeople
who need our help, and have a
bit of fun at the same time," said
State Senator Cullerton. “The
dance on the 26th of November
at the Irish American Heritage
Center will re-create the great
times many people in Chicago’s
Irishcommunityrememberatthe
Holiday Ball Room. We'd love to
sharethatexperiencewithpeople
who were there in the 50s and
60s, and with newcomers.”

COur Gift to You and Yeur
Famaily as New Fatlents...
this 100 voucher
which includes . . .

@ Initinl Dexminl Examm
& Complete Consultation

& Necemanry Digital X-Raw
(%% lexs radiation}

Call For Immediate Appointments!
Fvening & Sofurdgy Hours

18232 8 Central Ave Oak Lawn
webatte: hifpy/www,drjamesh

L__________

“IRELAND 2006 see Athlone &
District Tourist Guide.
log on to www.acis.ie”

Give Yoursclf a Holiday Treat!
The Gilhooly’s present an
All-American

Christmas Show
& Luncheon

ExterTaivers Panpy & KaTHLEEN GILHOOLY

Musician & Sinvcer Doy Rierrsaa
AND LEGENDARY SINGING Cowroy CalL STARr
& OF COURSE OUR FPAVORITE HOLIDAY SING-A-LONG SONGS

Join Us for A Delicious
Luncheon & Show
Including Country, Spiritual, Swing,
Rock n Roll and of course Christimas Songs!

On The Southside On the Northside

Thursday, November 3, 2006
Lexington House
T717 W 95th 5t Ilickory ITills

Semioms 520,00 pach
Cironips 324,00 each

HE30 N, Milwaukes Ave., Niles
708-361-6067
For info or reservations

w201 “Reel” Irish Hooley
Murch 6ih = Northside & March 7ih = Southside

Com'\“g

Schedule for All Shows
Doors open 11 am
Pre-I.uncheon Show from
Lunch 12-1 pm Show 1-2:3

am 12:00

% Send checks payable to Pat Gilhooly, I.0. Box 2462 Orland ark, IL 60462
Bring This Flyer to your club leader
Book Now [or Your Next Senior Function!

Dr. James J. Hogg
& Associales

708-422-1900

Family & Cosmetic

Dentistry

+ IpdarctaTheatured
+ Invislble Bruces
+ Credit Coda/Frae Finamicing

Former Instructor
U of | Dertal School

(Next To Beggars Pizza)

Tuesday, December 12, 2006
" White Eagle Banquet Hall

Scniors 527,50 cach
Ciroups 525 000 each
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radition In Review

By Bill Margeson

Well, we can call this CD Slam !
More! More! More!

Let’s give a listen to a brand new
group out of Ireland, Liadan. All-female
and all-talent. A sextet, as it were. They
sing and play beautifully. And, they
are set to tour with The Chieftains in
2007, so you know they are good. Let's
jump the PC Shark, and also say how
attractive they all are! Fiddles, whistles,
flutes, piano accordion and harp. Very
feminine. Lovely. VERY traditional,
they lend a softer, more intuitive ap-
proach to the music. This aloumis only
for the true trad lover. It is, as so many
firstalbums are, named solely after the
group. Liadan. This group was recom-
mended to us by Paul Brock, so you
know they are good. If you like roarin;
thumpin'trad, thisis not for you. This s
very, very well played. Great stuff—es-
pecially in a group’s first album. Bill
Whelan and Micheal O'Suilleabhain
arealsosupportingthegroupwithsome

very effusive liner notes and recom-
mendations.Thewomenalsoarranged
most or all of the tunes and songs.
Major league. This must be listened to
very closely, as should trad music be
in general. Lots of rewards here for the
real listener. Rating: Three Harps
Teada has their brand new album
out. Entitled, Inne Amarach (Yesterday,

Tomorrow)itis all-instrumental, and a
stunner.We camelatetotheTeadatrain.
Thereis always a hot, new group outin

trad that everyoneistalking about,and
that was Teada for a while. We think
itactually may have hurt them, as the
buzztrapped them.Time has moved a
little down the road, and these five lads
have truly matured and comeinto their
own. The album is on Compass in the
States, issued under license from the

Group classes

Wl iy insirimy enis
All azes

One on voe lessons

[rish Mus1c School

- ‘

i

Learn to p]a}f
traditional Irish music!

Lall Sean -a*"?fs_._'i-’-'.'-_' o

TR 41201686 .7 T 5
seanigseancleland.com
wrishmmsicschool.com

Liadan

legendary, Gael Linn. Compass or
Gael Linn has really put the money
behind this package, as thereisalsoa
dvdincluded separately, featuring the
band and many of the Sligo musicians
andothersfromwhomtheyhavedrawn
inspiration. Finally, this band is living
up toits buzz. Thisis a solid contender
for Instrumental Album of the Year.
Excitingtrad, Teada continuestheirown
tradition ofincluding atremendous va-
riety of tempos and formsin the tunes.
They are surely in a contemporary
context—Dbut still truly trad. As we say,
we have become fans, and albumslike
this will keep us firmly in the Teada
camp! Rating: 3.5 Harps

Wegotintroduced to Dave Gunning
through the superb Nova Scotia/Cape
Breton presentation at this year's Irish
Fest.We raved about this to you in the
September column. No need to do it
again. Suffice it to say, Nova Scotiaand
CapeBreton stole the Fest. The tourism
officials brought along the very best of
their musicians, singers and compos-
ers. Dave Gunning was a highlight.
Singer, guitarist and composer, his
work is a delight. He is a throwback to
the time not so long ago when lyrics
meant something,and meanttotouch
you. He has a great voice, and almost
all the songs on his album, Two-Bit
World are self-penned. Almost. He also
does the best version of Broom O'The
Cowdenknowes we have ever heard.
A winning talent, with a very sincere
manner about both his stage appear-
ances and his music. This is a great,
greatalbum, performedbyanartistwho
matters. And, he is so young! His tune,
New Highway and Salt Hearts should
be instant classics. Thisis not trad, and
it ain't folk. Like all the best of this
genre, it cannot be easily labeled. Let's
try. It is terrific music. Does that work
for you? Rating: 3.5 Harps

In Safe Hands is a
brand new album out
from Kieran Munnelly
(yes, Dave's brother) and
Aidan O'Donnell. This
is a wondrous album
featuring Kieran onflute
and Aidanon fiddle. An-
other immediate con-
tender for Instrumental
Album of the Year. Huge
praise from two of the
all-time greats of Irish
flute, Matt Molloy and
Niall Keegan, allow you
toresteasy in the knowl-
edge you are about to
hear some incredible
wooden flute playing.
And, you are. Kieran is
from Mayo and Aidan
from Donegal, so the
whole project has that
west coast vibe we love
so well. These are more
truly trad tunes, played openly and
perfectly. Unbelievable energy. The
hottestand bestgroupintradright now
is Munnelly, started by Kieran's brother,
the aforementioned Dave. This aloum
is a project that furthers the Munnelly
reputation as the best, while offering
an even deeper trad approach. This is
mighty, indeed. If you love trad, get
this—stop lollygagging! Google!! Rat-
ing: 3.5 Harps

Finally, this month, we have Inside
Out by Micheal O'Raghallaigh. This is
awonderful concertinaplayer, withreal
ability. Great taste.Energy. Spontaneity.
A sense of humor. Dare we say it? Okay.
Soul. This is all trad, all tunes. Backed
by some very able musicians, including
the legendary Triona ni Dhomnaill on
keyboards, thisalboumis such a winner!
Huge! It was sent to me by old buddy,
Alan O’Leary from Copperplate in
London. We mention him a lot in this
column, don't we? That is because
we can think of no organization from
which we more eagerly open the pack-
ages of albums they want us to review.
If Copperplate is involved, we know
the artist is great. Never fails. And, not
here, either. There are millions of you
who love the concertina, and you just
can't hear it better than here. There is
Jacqueline McCarthy. And, Noel Hill.
And, now O'Raghallaigh. Wow! Four
Harps! Wow!

By now, we hope you have found
the Public Radio show, Blarney on the
Air with Shay Clarke and me. It is on
every week on Mondays, from 7-9 p.m
(Chicago time). WDCB 90.9 fm. Get it
on the net at www.wdcb.org You will
hear wonderful music, as is reviewed
here.You will also, unfortunately, hear
whatever aural insults Shay decides to
bring that week. He has not a clue. Not
a clue. A musical armadillo—but a lot
of fun to share a show with!
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aised On Songs

and Stories
By Shay Clarke

She’s sweet, smart and sexy, bright, bubbly
and beautiful, her name is Susie Watkins, and
she’s captured the heart of Patrick Murphy, that
scallywag from Cork and dynamic lead singer
from Gaelic Storm.

Susie and Patrick were engaged to be married
during the summerandin July hefirstintroduced
herto thousands of screaming fans at the Dayton
Irish Festival, the fans screamed back their ap-
proval. They loved her too.

Afew weeks later, Susie accompanied Patrick
toMilwaukee Irish Festand again, on stage, intro-
duced his fiancé Susie to thousands more, it was
a celebration and Susie was well received by the
legions of Gaelic Storm troopers. Patrick still belts
outhis signature song“Born to be a Bachelor"but
itdoesnotring trueanymore...Pat, yourbachelor
days are over, but with Susie by your side your
future looks brighter than ever!

—~

| sat down with Susie one sunny morning at
Milwaukee Irish Fest to get the lowdown on this
Gaelic love story.

SusieWatkins was bornandraised in Anaheim,
Californiaand the Welsh blood in her veins makes
herabona-fide Celt, (not that that'simportant, but
itis a big plus.) It was back in 2000 that she first
encountered Gaelic Storm. Susie, then a student
at Northern lllinois University in DeKalb, went
to a gig, booked by her friend who was on the
Fine Arts Committee. She enjoyed the lively and
energized performance but it was after the show
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at Edwardo’s Restaurant that
shefirst met with Patand Steve
Twigger. Her first impression
of Pat was, “blonde hair and
braces”but he obviously made
an impression, as Susie, who
stayed on in lllinois, began to
attend Gaelic Storm gigs with
herfriends when they played in the Chicago area.
The love story had begun, but with Pat based in
LA.andtouringallthetimeithad yettobetested,
and fate had a few tricks to play.

Band member SteveWeymayer may have been
playing Cupid when driving through the Chicago
suburb of Downers Grove where Susie lived for
a while, passed a moving truck with WATKINS
on the side of it."Susie Watkins” said Steve,” We
haven't seen her for a while Pat.’ Serendipity! But
Susie had moved back to California to work for
amail order catalog and had lost touch with Pat
except for an occasional e-mail.

Pat needed to get out of L.A. Co-founder of
Gaelic Stormandallaround great guy, Steve Twig-
ger had settled down in Austin, Texas, with his
other half Allison and Pat found his own placein
Annapolis, Maryland. Susie, tired of her desk job,
landed a spot on a private 112 foot yacht as a Girl

- Friday cruising up and
down the East Coast—
soundslikesomethingout
of Lifestyles of the Rich
and the Famous—and it
was. Better still, the yacht
was docked in Annapolis,
MD. She had a fabulous
timeand wasabletomeet
up with Pat regularly and
they have been dating
ever since. Susie eventu-
ally gave up the yacht,
but stayed in Annapolis
where she now works for
National Geographic. |
told you she was smart.

Susie first met Pat’s parents while they were
visiting him in California. Pat’s dad, a great
character by all accounts, says of Pat “ he still
can'tsingworth a damn”and according to Susie,
Pat's mum will sing “at the drop of a hat!” Susie
has since met Pat’s 8 siblings and visited Ireland,
together with Pat immediately after this years
Milwaukee Irish Fest.

Pat met Susie’s parentsin California. They were
concerned about her move to Annapolis, but Pat,
that wiley Corkman, won them overand they are

both now Gaelic Storm fans, indeed Susie’s mom
can sometimes be found patrolling the Gaelic
Storm chat room (MomW). It was very important
to Susie that Pat fit in well with her family, but
Cork charm prevailed and Pat is loved by all,
especially her 3-year-old nephew.

The proposal was planned by Pat at a very
special night in Wolftrap, VA. He had organized
apicnic fortwo, at a performance of the National
Symphony Orchestra. [t was 100 degrees that day
and Pat had the cooler with the wine and sambos.
Afterwards it was strawberries and champagne,
thenoutcomestheringboxandthenaccordingto
Susie, “It was just his smiling face and he almost
forgot to pop the question.”

The wedding is planned for September‘07in
Annapolis. They have chosen a beautiful church
downtownforthe ceremonyandthereceptionwill
be held at the Headquarters of the Chesapeake
Bay Foundation, dedicated to environmental re-
sponsibility and keeping the Bay pristine."Itisan
amazing and serene place,” Susie tells me. It will
be abig bash with all the Murphy’s from Cork and
guestsfromall over the USA. Of the expected 200
guests, only 25 or so are from Annapolis.

With Gaelic Storm’s busy schedule, Susie and
Patare oftenapartforweeks, butdespitetherigors
of the road he still calls her three times a day and
as for Susie, well she has a wedding to plan. Pat’s
folks—the Murphy’s from Cork, met in the USA
when Pat’s dad was in the US Army and his mum
wasaflightattendantwith United.Thisbusy band
that bring much joy wherever they play, have all
made their homes in different cities. Twigger in
Austin, Texas, Ellery in Boston, and now Pat in
Annapolis. Ryan is moving to Chicago and Peter,
the piper is moving to Chicago also.

Pat dedicated the album “Tree" to “Q” (Susie
Q) so now we know who"Q"is. Susie refers to her
Pat as“P"so, as we've always been told, we must
mind our P’sand Q's. We wish them all the luckin
theworld and | suppose, eventually, just what the
world needs, more Murphy’s...God help us.

Festifying.....the end of the
season

Since | wrote last we have done festivals in
Colorado, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Michigan
and two in Missouri. The Kansas City Irish festival
was afabulous event. Itis held downtown at the
Crown Center Square and has three stages with
anamazing line up of bands. Black 47, Hothouse
Flowers, The Bridies, Seamus Kennedy, The Fuch-
sia Band and of course Cowtown favorites, The
Elders. The big surprise for us was that Morton’s
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Steakhouse wasafood vendor...nowthere’s posh
forya. It'samagnificentlocation in a busy down-
town area and was a brave move by Dan Regan
and his committee. Inafew short years they have
grown their festival from a regional event toa top
ten Irish fest. Congratulations to Dan.

Weston, Mo have their Irish festival in October
anditis also a great fun event. Check out the KC
festival website and the Weston Irish website for
more details.

Blarney

Weare happy toannounce that we have found
a new retail location for Blarney Fine Irish
Jewelry, on Randall Road just North of | 90. We
will be open Tuesday’s through Saturday’s from
11-7 at The Midas Touch Jewellers, just opposite
Menards from November 1st. We look forward
to welcoming you and showing you our fine
selection of Irish/Celtic jewelry just in time for
the holiday season.

Ourwebsite blarneyhome.comshouldbeupin
thenextweekorsobutinthemeantimeifyouhave
any questions just call us at 847-844-9380.
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inker’s
Dam

by Fr. Kevin O'Neill Shanley

The Christmas miracle
of World War | in 1914
brought peace of Christ

Some 90 years ago much of Europe was
a political tinderbox awaiting the spark that
wouldignite itinto the terrible conflict known
as World War | or simply “The Great War.
Ironically, since the turn of the 20th Century,
the French and other European countries had
been enjoying what they happily called “La
Belle Epoque” (the beautiful era).

Great scientific progress and human
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exploration had
been made by
many to make life
better. Empires
expanded to the
far corners of the
earth to take up
“the white man’s
burden” to the
native peoples of
Africa and elsewhere. Hope and exhilaration
greeted each new discovery.Butstillthe mood
of many people was ominous as the clouds of
war hung sullenly over much of Europe, and
armies prepared for battle.

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdi-
nand of the Austro-Hungarian Empire on June
28,1914 at Sarajavo in Bosnia provided the final
sparkthat plunged Europeand much of theworld
into the greatest war known up to that time.

Guns of August

Shortly afterwards, the famous “guns of
August”boomed and the mighty armies of the
French, British, Belgian, German, Russian and
Austro-Hungarian empires began their mobili-
zation for a relentless war that would eventually
claim millions of lives before peace was finally
restored in 1918.

But in spite of all the shelling, gunfire, smoke,
blood, mud and death, one of the little—known
“miracles” of that time took place on Christmas
Dayin 1914.1t was a miracle of human kindness
and love. Along with others, British and Irish
troops participated enthusiastically.

Plea for Peace
In November of that year, Pope Benedict XV
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requested a cessation of hostilities on Christ’s
birthday.“Impossib1e!”was the reply from both
the Allied and Central Powers high commands.
The war must go on.

But what is impossible for officers in high
places is often very possible for the ordinary
soldiers who quickly tire of war and soon long
for peace, home and love. The thousands of men
facingeachotherinthemud—filledtrenchesthat
stretched their ugly scars in the earth from the
Swiss border to the North Atlantic decided to call
off the war on the Western Front themselves.

Along around sundown on Thursday, a cold
and frosty Christmas Eve, the firing died down
until every gun was silent. After months of thun-
dering artillery and crackling rifles, the silence
was almost eerie. What was happening?

According to reports, it was a young British
soldier who first sensed the “miracle”” Standing
guard dutyatmidnightinan outpostontheedge
of“No Man's Land," Pvt. Peter Goudge was alert
to every sound from the German trenches.

Suddenly he was startled to hear the Ger-
man troops singing their traditional Christmas
hymn “Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht” (Silent
Night, Holy Night). Pvt. Goudge started sing-
ing himself. Before long English and Irish
troops of the British Expeditionary Forces
(BEF) sang “O Come All Ye Faithful” to the
cheers of the Saxon infantrymen. The singing
continued until all along the Western Front
former enemies sang Christmas carols with
joy and peace in their hearts.

Hundreds of Lights

English, Irish and French troops then began
to notice hundreds of colored lights strung up
by the German soldiers along the barbed wire
in front of their trenches. At places along the
trenches, brightly colored Christmastreesbrought
the holiness of the season to the war—ravaged
battlefields.

And Pvt. Goudge was even more startled to
see a lone German soldier carefully picking his
way across the barbed wire and shell holes of‘No
Nan’s Land"while holding aloft a tiny Christmas
tree bright with flickering candles.

Leaning over the barbed wire of the British
trenches, he shouted happily in English "Merry
Christmas”

“Merry Christmas to you” roared back the
British troops. Soon the air was filled with glee-
ful shouts of “Merry Christmas” to which the
Germans replied, “Froehliche Weihbnachten!”

The Germans then shouted,"Come out we will
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not shoot for Christmas." Timidly at first, troops
of the BEF climbed out of their trenches and
advanced unarmed into“No Man's Land"to greet
yesterday’s enemies in gray-green uniforms.

Somelaughed,otherswereneartearsas
they embraced to wish each other“Merry
Christmas.”

Along the hundreds of miles of trenches, the
Christmas “spirit” caught on quickly. French
troops shouted “Joyeux Noel” across the battle
lines. A French regimental band serenaded the
German troops with classical music, with a
Christmas theme predominating.

And Belgian and German troops exchanged
gifts of cigars and cheese, presents from their
loved ones at home, and now shared with
yesterday's enemies.

Christmas Miracle

Christmas Dayfinallydawnedtothestrange
sight of groups of formerly hostile soldiers
exchanging gifts, good wishes and songs on
yesterday's bitterly contested battlefields. De-
spite language and other barriers, the Spirit of
Christmas overcame all.

Football matches, using the barbed wire
as field markers, took place between teams
from opposing armies. British team played
a German team and lost 3-2. Minor officers
and ordinary soldiers had photos taken with
their opposites. It was truly difficult to tell
thatawarhad raged between these armies for
five months. Brotherly love and the Spirit of
Christmas filled the day.

Toasts with beer and wine, and even
tea and coffee, were offered for home and
family and friends. The most popular toast,
though, was to peace.

But as evening fell, soldiers of the various
armies began to trickle back slowly to their
trenchestoresume, muchmorereluctantly, the
bitter business of killing each other. Tears and
manly embraces marked the parting of thou-
sands of men who had found“Peace on Earth,
Good Will Towards Men” - if only for day.

The “Christmas Miracle” of 1914 had
ended.

Military high commands in all armies took
severe measures to insure that warring troops
would not fraternize in the future. There were
no more Christmas “miracles” for the rest of
World War |. But to those soldiers who partici-
pated init, the day the war stopped for Christ’s
birthday was a cherished memory of“Peace on
Earth to Men of Good Will."
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Tony Kenny’s Christmas
Time In Ireland Returns

The Irish American Heritage Center is
proud to present the return of the holiday
family show, Tony Kenny’s Christmas Time in
Ireland for one night only, Friday, December
1st, 8pm.

Tony Kenny’s Christmas Time in Ireland
celebrates the Christmas tradition with the
finestin Irish song, dance, music and laughter.
The show stars vocalist Tony Kenny, who, in
the world of Irish music, needs little introduc-
tion. He was Ireland’s 1998“Entertainer of the
Year,” and has thrilled audiences around the
world with his exceptional talent.

The concert includes the lineup of Kathy
Durkin, Ireland’s Queen of Country, Richie
Hayes, the“leprechaun of song and comedy”
and the Dublin City Dancers, a renowned
troupe of Ireland’s finest traditional and
contemporary Irish dancers. The team is com-
prised of dancers straight from Ireland’s most
prestigiousdance shows,includingRiverdance
and Lord of the Dance.

The concert is Friday, December 1st at.
Ticketsare $20and all seats are general admis-
sion. 773-282-7035, ext 10.

Carraig Pub music

This month at the Carraig Pub at Gaelic
Park come in for the great free entertainment
beginning Fridays at9:30 p.m.and Saturdaysat
10 p.m. This month the Carraig presents:

Jerry Eadie, Friday, November 10th;

Kennedy’s Kitchen, Saturday, Nov. 11th;

Katie Sullivan Band, Friday, Nov. 17th;

Velvet Green, Saturday, November 18th;

Bernie Glim & Country Roads,

Friday, November 24th;

The Ploughboys, Saturday,

November 25th.

Also, the Carraig has daily food and drink
specialsandamenu of deliciousfoodsinclud-
ing Beef Stew, Shepard’s Pie, shrimp, perch,
cod and halibut. Every Tuesday night visit
the Carraig Pub for the Pub Quiz beginning
at8p.m.and exercise your trivia knowledge
to win prizes. Also, Thursday evenings at
7:30 p.m. to enjoy the traditional Irish music
session given by Pat Finnegan, Sean Cleland
and the students of the Irish Music School of
Chicago. Everyone is welcome.

For further information and to reserve
dinner tickets please call Gaelic Park at
(708) 687-9323. Also visit our website
at www.chicagogaelicpark.org for more
information.

‘Glengarry Bhoys' At Ballydoyle November 10

The Glengarry Bhoys invite you to Bal-
lydoyle Irish Pub on Friday Nov. 10, 2006 to
celebrate theirtour in support of their eighth
and 2006 CD release, “Mill Sessions” on Keltic
CrossRecords.The unstoppable high-energy of
these Ontario-based ambassadors of Canadian
Celtic World Traditions (or Canadiana, as they
like to call it) fuses Celtic Scots-Irish, Pop, and
Canadian rhythmsintoauniquely multi-layered
sound like noother.The background of Graham
Wright, singer-songwriter and Bhoys' guitar-
ist, gives us a glimpse of where this inventive
sound came from. You don’t normally hear
“bagpipes” and “contemporary music” in the
same sentence, but the Bhoys' extraordinary
arrangements twist, turn, and revere each song
into their innovative trademark Glengarry
Bhoys’ sound! With a wide variety of choice

material, durable thematic threads,and spirited
vocals and arrangements, “Mill Sessions” can
only expand the Glengarry Bhoys'reputation
as imaginative and talented musicians. Their
work on this album is a vigorous celebration
of energy on-tap.

If energy is what you crave, there is nothing
like seeing the Glengarry Bhoys live.They aim
topleasewiththeirvivaciousstageshowand put
outan upbeat kick-up-ye-heels concert'all-to-
the-wall foot-stompin’ live performance. The
Bhoys log over 150 shows a year nationally and
hold top billing on the Celtic-festival circuit.
The Mill Sessions tour includes a brief jaunt to
Scotland, dates in the U.S. and Canada.

Ballydoyle Irish Pub, 5157 Main Street,
Downers Grove IL, Showtime: 9:00
PM.Ticket Price: $5.

Colleen’s Angels for Prader-Willi Fund Raiser

On November 19,2006, Colleen’s Angels
for Prader-Willi Syndrome will hold a fund-
raiser at Gaelic Park to raise awareness and
promote research to unlock the mystery of
Prader-Willi, a life-threatening syndrome.

The evening will begin at 3pm to 9pm
with a cost of $25.00 per person, which
willinclude food and entertainment. Velvet
Green will start the festivities, then Pat Daly
and the Sounds of Green, and ending with
Frank O’Connor. Also, The Trinity Dancers
will be performing at 6pm.

There will be a Grand Raffle and tickets
are now available for $20.00 each or 3 for
$50.00. The grand prize is $3,500, 2nd
prize is a surround-sound system, and 3rd
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prize is $500. Tickets for the raffle will be
available at the event, or you can call Bill
Devittat 708-372-1737, or John O’Connell
at 708-489-6727. There will also be a Bas-
ket Raffle, as well as a Silent Auction. The
highlight of the Silent Auction will be some
memorabilia from the ‘85 Bears, and 2005
World Champion White Sox.

Anyone who is unable to attend and
would like to make a donation, please
send it to Colleen’s Angels, State Bank of
Countryside, 6053 W .79th St., Burbank,
IL 60459.

Yourdonationsand prayersareextremely
appreciated. Join us on November 19th for
a good time for a good cause!
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Chicago Commemorates the Hunger Strike

By Rae Doberstein

October 1, 2006 was the occasion for
the Chicagoremembrance ofthe 25th An-
niversary of the 1981 Hunger Strike. As a
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result of the strike, ten brave Irish freedom
fighters gave their lives so that their sur-
viving comrades could have the right to
call themselves political prisoners.

In a hall decorated with grim black and
white photographs of the deceased pris-
oners’'funerals, black and Irish flags, and
posters dramatically reading “MURDER”
in reference to MargaretThatcherand her
government, participants met at the Em-
bassy Suites Hotel in Rosemont. Although
thetragedy commemoratedwasasolemn
one, joy at seeing old friends permeated
the banquet room as adults laughed and
chatted and childrenran aboutin a con-
stant whirl. Once the program began,
however, the soberness of the occasion
drew everyone’s full attention to the first
U.S. presentation of Margo Harkins’s
documentary for BBC Northern Ireland,
The Hunger Strike.

Harkins's film began with a montage of
scenessetin Long Kesh, Belfast,and other
placesthroughouttheNorthvictimized by
TheTroubles.Thedocumentary combined
footage of former prisoners walking the
now abandoned H-Blocks with interviews
of the surviving participants — both Irish
and English —and the prisoners’families
and supporters. As expected, the British
reminiscences, particularly those of a
Long Kesh guard and MargaretThatcher’s
political flunkies, smacked of arrogance
and adeep contempt for the Irish people.
Some politicians, however, exhibited an
unexpectedhumanityatthetreacheryand
cruelty of Thatcher’s regime. Harkins's use
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of balance in choosing which interviews
to use made viewers realize that British
humanity, while rare, does indeed exist
in reference to the Irish.

The most difficult recollections came
fromthe prisoners themselves, both com-
rades of the fallen Volunteers and men
who survived the Hunger Strike. Dying
from starvation is incredibly painful, and
thepersonalaccountstold bytheprisoners
of what they and their allies suffered were
hard to hear.Bobby Sands, who originated
the second Hunger Strike when the Brit-
ish reneged on their promise to consider
the prisoners’ demands for political sta-
tus, figured prominently throughout the
documentary. Sandsis the best known of
the Hunger Strikers, and his death had a
tremendously galvanizing effect on the
world. It was quite fitting that he should
be the movie’s focus.

The otherHunger Strikers also got their
due in Harkins's film. Every one of the
ten men who gave his life for Ireland was
honored in the documentary. The stories
told about these valiant heroes and their
commitment to a Free Ireland brought
home how brave they were, how much
they loved their country and the Irish
peopleandtheirwillingness to sacrifice all
inthe name of the Republic. A morefitting
tribute would be hard tofind.Harkinsgave
them the justice the Brits denied them.

The families and friends of the dead
men also had a forum in the film. Gerry
Adams, Bernadette McAliskey, and other
Republican activists received much cover-
ageininterviews. Perhaps the most mov-
ingmomentcapturedwasthestatementof
Bobby Sands’s motherimmediately after
his death. Her grief and her love for her
son permeated every word; it was clear
where his indomitable spirit and love for
humanity came from. No one watching
this part of the documentary came away
unmoved.

After the film concluded, Harkins took
questions from the audience. Harkins
stated that when the film aired on BBC
Northern Ireland it drew a 40% audience
share, an extremely large viewership for
the network. She also said that while
peoplein Britain want to pretend thatThe
Troubles don't exist, the Irish throughout
theisland are becoming more and more
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eager to learn about Northern Ireland. Of
themany callsreceived afterthe program’s
airing, only three were negative. The oth-
ers were overwhelmingly supportive of
efforts to get out the truth concerning the
British victimization of ten brave soldiers
in the war for Irish freedom.

After the film ended Joe McShane
began to sing and play guitar. He did an
originalsong hewroteabouthis neighbor,
Hunger Striker Raymond McCreesh.
McShane wrote the song two days after
McCreesh’s funeral. It was a fitting tribute
to that selfless Irish patriot.

The next speaker was Omar Sierrafrom
theVenezuelan Consulate in Chicago. Mr.
Sierra spoke of his own country’s current
struggle for freedom from oppressive
forces, and reminded the audience that
Simon Bolivar, hero of Venezuela’s battle
for liberation from the control of Spain,
had as his best general and confident an
Irishman, Daniel Florence O’Leary. Mr.
Sierra expressed a great deal of empathy
for Northern Ireland’s struggle to be free
from British domination. He stated that
Venezuelans hold a tremendous amount
of admiration for the Irish people.

After the Consul’s remarks concluded,
Marian Walsh of the Victims and Survi-
vors Trust took the podium. Mrs. Walsh
grew up in Belfast and first experienced
British-led terror in 1969 when she and
her family were burned out of their home
by Loyalists Her father was shot but
survived; unfortunately, Mrs. Walsh’s
son, Damian, who was not involved in
politics, would not be so lucky. He was
murdered by the UVF in a botched assas-
sination attempt on a known Republican,
as a direct result of which Mrs. Walsh
began the Victims and Survivors Trust to
help others who have lost loved ones or
been injured by the Brits and Loyalists.
The Trust works to provide worthwhile
activities for the residents of Belfast, but
its chief goal, according to its mission
statement, is to, “Assist in the building of
a peaceful society” in Northern Ireland.
TheTrust has been active in many aspects
of Northern Irish life, including The Open
the Files Campaign. Anyone wishing
further information about the Trust may
contact Mrs. Walsh through the Trust’s
website or at (028) 9022 2181.
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knew what he had to say mattered. The Waterford Wedgwood
These personalrrecollections of the 1981 Company Store

John Finucane and Sean Cahill

A procession of pipers escorted in bear-
ers of Irish and American flags and 10
people bearinglarge photo placards of the
Hunger Strikes who gave their lives. Amo-
ment of silence once more reminded those
in the hall of the solemnity and sacredness
of the occasion. After the ceremony con-
cluded the audience heard from two men
who know all too well what their brothers
endured in 1981: Terry Kirby, a Blanket-
man, and Bobby Lavery, who functioned
as a conduit of information between the
“outside”and the Maze during the Hunger
Strike and was one of the first Republicans
to be elected to the Belfast constituency.

Mr.Lavery stated thatduringthe Hunger
Strike he was keenly aware of how Marga-
retThatcher tried to demonize the Strikers.
According to Mr. Lavery, “The British
tried to drain the lifeblood of Republican
support by throwing everyone they could
into prison.” The attempts to break the
Irish spirit failed; British intransigence and
inhumanity toward the Strikersonly served
tostrengthentheNationalistmovementand
draw worldwide attention to the horrorsin
Northern Ireland. Mr. Lavery, who lost a
son and brother to The Troubles, spoke in
high praise of all activists for Irish freedom
when he said, “Because of you our cause
will never die”

Mr.Kirby, who had been visibly moved
by the momentof silence, took the podium
after his old friend finished. Mr. Kirby has
quite a history of causing problems for the
Brits. He escaped from the Maze in 1983.
While imprisoned, he went on the blanket
and this brought himinto contact with the
men who would eventually die in the Hun-
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ger Strike.Mr.Kirby reported that the mood
in the H-Blocks was somber when Bobby
Sands announced that a second Hunger
Strike was to begin and that he would be
the first striker. He promised to remain on
strike until the Brits granted Republicans
the status of political prisoners.This meant
that everyone in the H-Blocks knew from
the start of the second Strike that Bobby
Sands would die, “Because when Bobby
gave his word he stuck to it

Despite that grim reality the prisoners
began to sing just as they did each night.
Mr. Kirby recalled that Martin Hurson
led the song. Mr. Kirby said that he knew
Francis Hughes well and that Hughes was,
“A great soldier...he took the fight to the
Brits."He refused to be put under anesthe-
sia when having a British bullet removed
from his body for fear that he would give
away information about the Volunteers
while under the influence of the drug.
Mr. Kirby spoke glowingly of the other
Strikers as well: Joe McDonnell, “Never
gave in in the slightest way to the Brits”;
Kevin Lynch was nicknamed “Barabbas”
and had a terrific sense of humor that no
amount of suffering could dim; Raymond
McCreesh was quiet and a deep thinker;
Kieran Doherty, with whom Mr. Kirby
wasarrested, wentonthe blanket with him;
Thomas McElwee, wholostaleginabomb
explosion, would take his prosthesis offand
beat his guards with it; a quiet man, Patsy
O’Hara was also interned with Mr. Kirby
when they were both 17; Mr. Kirby stated
that Mickey Devine, the last Striker to die,

was very quiet and shy, “But you listened
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Hunger Strikers gave flesh and blood to
the smiling faces earlierillustrated by the
placards.“These men took an oath to the
Irish people,” Mr. Kirby said of all the
Hunger Strikers.“They're not heroes; the
peopleoflreland arethe heroes.Youarethe
heroes.” After a moment of intense emo-
tion he added, “I ask you never to forget
our fallen”

John Finucane, the son of Pat Finucane,
was the last to speak. He spoke of his fam-
ily’scampaign to have a trulyindependent
investigation into Pat Finucane’s murder.
(Pat Finucane was a human rights lawyer
from West Belfast who devoted his career
todefendingindividualsfalsely accused by
the British government. He also was Bobby
Sands lawyer. He was accused of being a
“Provo”lawyer and was murdered in front
of his wife and children on February 12,
1989 by the pro-British Ulster Defense
Association. Brian Nelson, one of those
involved in his murder, worked for the
Force Research Unit, an undercover unit
of British Military Intelligence.) At the end
of his talk, John provided the most fitting
end to the commemoration by looking at
thefaces of the ten brave men on the post-
ers behind him - saying that“soon no one
will remember the names of the British
government officials, the security forces,
theloyalists-the people who murdered my
fatherandthetenmenonhungerstrike.But
for years to come the name of my father
and the names of Bobby Sands and his
comrades and what they sacrificed will be
remembered and honored".
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IAHC Library Hosts writers for reading - signing

The IAHC Library is proud to present will be the November guest authors for
the library’s monthly Great Irish Books
Discussion Group. This event is free and
open to the general public.

readings and book signing by writersand
Cathal Liam and Michael Raleigh on Sun-
day, November 12th at 2pm. The writers
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Cathal Liam will read from his latest
book, Blood On The Shamrock: A Novel
of Ireland’s Civil War, the sequel to Con-
sumed In Freedom’s Flame. It resumes
the chronicle of Ireland and of fictional
character, Aran Roe O'Neill, during the
Irish Civil War. Although the Irish Civil
Warwas only a tragic ten-month episode,
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its build up and aftermath still sullies
Ireland’s dream of national unity.

Liam writes short stories, poems and
Irish editorial commentary for publica-
tions in the United States and Ireland.
His successful first historical novel,
Consumed In Freedom’s Flame: A Novel
of Ireland’s Struggle for Freedom 1916-
1921, chronicles the events surrounding
the 1916 Easter Rebellionand the ensuing
Irish War of Independence. The story fol-
lows the adventures of fictional character
Aran Roe O'Neill and his commitment
to helping Ireland achieve freedom from
British domination.

Michael Raleigh’s In the Castle of the
Flynns tells the story of the resilience of
an Irish-Catholic family in Chicago in the
1950s. The story is told in the voice of a
young boy, Daniel Dorsey, who has lost
both parentsin a car accident and is left
in the care of his grandparents, with the
support of his aunts and uncles. Author
Michael Raleigh is the author of five criti-
cally acclaimed novels. His most recent,
The Riverview Murders, won the first
Eugene Izzi Award. He has received four
[llinois Arts Council Grants for fiction.
He teaches English at Truman College
in Chicago.

The Irish American Heritage Center is
located on Chicago’s northwest side, near
Wilson Avenue and the Edens Expressway,
at4626 North Knox. For more information
on the Cathal Liam and Michael Raleigh
sighing and reading, call 773-282-7035,
ext. 19, or visit www.irishamhc.com.
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IAHC Christmas Bazaar and Bake Sale

The IAHC will kick off the holiday
seasonwithitsannual Christmas Bazaar
and Bake Sale on Sunday, December
3rd. The event runs from 9am to 3pm.

Mass will be celebrated in the audito-
rium at 10:30am with The Irish Heritage
Singers and the Legacy of Erin Children’s
Choir will provide the music. A tradi-
tional Irish breakfast follows in the Social
Center. The cost for the breakfast is $8
for adults and $4 for children and reser-
vations are required. To purchase tickets
for the breakfast, call 773-282-7035, ext.
10. All other events are free.

Holiday shoppersarealsoencouraged
to browsethe bazaar, wheretherewillbe
crafts for sale. An Irish-American quilt,
as well as many gift items will be raffled
off. There will be an instant raffle with
prizesfrom each oftheday’svendorsand
giftitems collected from Center mem-

bers and local Irish import stores.

The Jolly Holly Bake Shop will pro-
vide homemade pies, bread, scones,
cakes and cookies for sale. Everyone’s
favorite, Santa Claus himself, will be
in the pub to hear little ones’ Christ-
mas wishes and have photos taken
with them from 1-3pm. The IAHC is
stroller-friendly.

During the bazaar, the IAHC Library
is pleased to host author Peter Behrens,
who will read from and sign his first
novel, The Law of Dreams. The Law of
Dreams tells the story of a young man’s
passage from innocence to experience
during the Irish Famine of 1847. Behrens
transportsthereadertoanothertimeand
place for an unforgettable experience.

For more information on the bazaar,
bake sale and mass and breakfast, callthe
Center office at 773-282-7035, ext. 10.
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rish Books and
Plays in Review

BY FRANKWEST

“l was more than a teacher. And
less. In the high school classroom
you are a drill sergeant, a rabbi, a
shoulder to cry on, a disciplinarian,
asinger, a low level scholar, a clerk,
a referee, a clown, a counselor, a
dress-code enforcer,a conductor,an
apologist, a philosopher, a collabo-
rator, a tap dancer, a traffic cop, a
priest,amother-father-brother-sister-
uncle-aunt, a bookkeeper, a critic, a
psychologist, the last straw.”

Teacher Man: A Memoir by
Frank McCourt. Scribners; 1-
800-456-6798; New York; 2005;
258 pages; $26.00.

The author, Frank McCourt,
was a teacher in a public high
school of New York City for thir-
ty years. The subjects he taught
were English, English Literature
and Creative Writing.

At the end of his thirty year
teaching career hefelt challengedto
record his experiencesinabook.The
result is Teacher Man.

McCourt is the author of the

BOOKS 4 CHRISTMAS!
AWARD ~2
O3

WINNING

historical romance/1910 family saga.

“A St. Louis Saga” Author Bernadette

Bay O’Shaughnessy. In two parts at

www.amazon.com. Under $10 per
book. Lots of Irish history

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail) Oh, most
beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel,
fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven,
Blessed Mother of the Son of God,
Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help
and show me, herein you are my
Mother. Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!
| humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity. There are none
that can withstand your power. Oh,
showmehereinyouare my mother.
Oh, Mary, conceived without sin,
pray for us who have recourse to
thee (3x). Holy Mother, | place
this cause in your hands (3x). Holy
Spirit, you who solve all problems,
light all roads so | can attain my
goal. You who gave me the divine
gift to forgive and forget all evil
againstme and thatin allinstances
in my life you are with me. | want
in this short prayer to thank you for
allthingsasyou confirmonce again
that | never want to be separated
from you in Eternal Glory. Thank
you for your mercy toward me and
mine. The person must say this
prayerthree consecutive days. After
3 days, the request will be granted.
This prayer must be published after
the favor is granted.
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wildly successful Angela’s Ashes.
Thatbookisabout his year’s growing
up in the Irish city of Limerick.

The next book he wrote is Tis.
It is about his experiences coming
to America and his pursuit of he
American Dream.

Now he has written Teacher Man.
It is about his life as high school
teacher in New York.

Teacher Man is a subtle, but
powerful look at what it means to
be a teacher. The book is nuanced
and almost wistful. It is filled with
vivid stories of students, parents
and administrators. McCourt has a
wonderful ear for dialogue and the
way these people use language. Re-
ferring to this, McCourt quotes Ben
Jonson:“Language reveals the man,
speak that | may see thee!

Some students leave deep im-
pressions on the teacher. McCourt
capturesthatfeeling.lknow, because
I was a high school teacher myself
for many, many years. And | greatly
cherish meeting former students.

The structure of Teacher Man
is that of stories gathered around a
central theme. This is not unlike a
lesson in school where stories are
used to illustrate it. As his previous
books show, Frank McCourt is a
gifted storyteller.

He loves words and how they are
used. Words have immense power.
The tone in which they are used is
very meaningful. His stories con-
stantly show this love of language.

We all have had experiences
with teachers; some good and some
not so good. But those experiences
have left us with strong emotional

AER LINGUS Tix 4 SALE

Two (2) Aer Lingus Tickets to Ireland
For Sale. Travel Dec. 21st - Chicago
toShannon (departure); Jan.2nd, 2007
Shannon to Chicago (return). Total
(incl. name change) = $1,335.00.
Contact 708-599-8463.

Help Wanted-Brookfield

Help wanted at the Irish Times in
Brookfield. Waitress/Bartender.
8869 Burlington Ave. 708-259-2727

WOMAN SEEKS IRISH
AMERICAN MAN

Nice Irish girl 54 yrs young, good
looking, financially secure would like
to meet a nice Irish American gentle-
man with alot of interestin Ireland for
future relatonship. Must enjoy Irish
music and travel, have a good sense
of humour,and enjoy cooking. Sincere
replys only. Please respond to email
address Howaye@aol.com.

impressions. Teacher Man captures
those feelings. We can identify with
McCourt's stories about his lover of
his students.

Throughout the book he proudly
refers to his Irishness. He often used
stories about growing upin Ireland
and coming to America to get the
attention of students and illuminate
lessons.

Paraphrasing the biographical
information from Scribners; Frank
McCourt was born in New York
City in 1930. The family moved
back to Ireland where he grew
up. He came to America in 1949.
Today he lives with his wife, Ellen,

Frank McCourt oil painting by Tom Joyce

in New York and Connecticut.

McCourt will appear in Chicago
to discuss Teacher Man. This will
be part of the Chicago Humanities
Festival on Wednesday, November
1st at 6:00pm in the Art Institute’s
Rubloff Auditorium.

The stories in Teacher Man show
Frank McCourt's acute observations
of New York high schools. They are
filled with love of language and com-
passion for humanity. These quotes
from Teacher Man show this...

“l didn't have any particular
philosophy of educationexceptthat|
wasuncomfortablewiththe...higher-
ups, who had escaped class rooms
onlytoturnand botherthe
occupants of those class
rooms... | never wanted to
fill out their forms, follow
their guide lines, admin-
ister their examinations,
tolerate their snooping,
adjust myself to their...
course of study.’

“When you get into
the habit of examining
your conscienceit’s hard
to stop, especially when
you're an Irish Catholic
boy. If you do bad things
you look into your soul,
and there are the sins...
Everythingis eitherasin
ornotasinandthat’san
idea you might carry in

your head the rest of your life

“Every class has its chemistry.
There are some classes you enjoy
and look forward to. They know
you like them and they like you in
return. Sometimes they'll tell you
thatwas a pretty good lesson and
you're on top of the world. That
somehow gives you energy and
makes you want to sing on the
way home!”

McCourt’s advice to his Cre-
ative Writing students: “Every
moment of your life, you're writ-
ing. Even in your dreams, you're
writing. When you walk the halls
in this school you meet various
people and you write furiously in
your head... You see someone you
dislike. Furious writing again in
your head. Decision to be made.
Turn your head away? Stare as
you pass? Nod? Hiss a hi? You see
someone you like and you say, Hi,
in a warm melting way. A Hi that
conjures up splash of oars, soaring
violins, eyes shining in the moon-
light. There are so many ways of
saying Hi. Hiss it, trill it, bark it,
sing it, bellow it, laugh it, coughiit.
A simple strollin the hallway calls
for paragraphs, sentences in your
head, decisions galore.”

Teacher Man: A Memoir by Frank
McCourt. Scribners; 1-800-456-
6798; New York; 2005; 258 pages;
$26.00.
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Up

By James McClure

Chutes Over Snow and Sand

Tensed at the ready on patrol
in Irag. Walking alongside fellow
Army paratroopers it happensall
too quickly, an ear-splitting explo-
sion possibly killing or maiming
comrades. You recover from the
shock to barely hear the zing
whistling bullets...bullets aimed

wave of Army parachute troops
train to fight for the sands of Iraq
thatwillbe 130degreeshotterthan
this winter day in Alaska.

On assignment with the men
and women of the 4th Airborne
Brigade CombatTeam of the 25th
Light Infantry Division, | walk

Lt. Col. Thomas Roth and author James McClure
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over there,"remarks Roth, bearing
little resemblancein personality to
the Robert Duvall Airborne leader
in Apocalypse Now, save for the
olive drab uniform and black oak
leaf clusters on helmet and tunic.
Roth’s quiet confidence is more
cerebral, yet just as fit, discussing
novels and insurgent tactics with
the same thoughtful manner.
“Everyone of my troops is a
paratrooper, and whether in a
support or combat role they are
all on the front lines,” observes
Roth. “There is no such thing as
arearareainlraq”
Soeventraining personnel spe-
cialistsinroadblocksandinsurgent
dangersisatop priority hereinthe
ice-cold snowdrifts at Camp Car-
roll on Fort Richardson. The lead
enlisted man for the personnelin
personnelis Sgt. First Class Arthur
Crump, who turns the heat on at
what’s called Traffic Control Point
Training.“Are you watching him?
What! Aren’t you watching HIM?”
Crump bellows. “Stay on your
man!” He shouts for emphasis

[
Traffic Control Point Training

as one, then several, mock Iraqis
alternatelysstroll,approachandrun
past the concertina wire.

“You never know who the en-
emy is and who's gonna hurt you
ata checkpoint.We prepare them
for the worst,"adds Crump. Later
he doles out hot soup and sage
advicetothetroopshuddledinside
atentwarmed byastoveand body
heat of young soldiers. The scene
is not unlike the briefing coaches
give tired football players at the
end of practice. And there’s lots
of practice. The training lanes,
as they are called, cover a host of
situations played out over several
days. Some paratroopers wear all
white camouflage; almost all wear
the puffy white “Bunny Boots”
thatinsulate against the cold. It’s
hard to picture but safe to assume,
that in a matter of months, they
will all be decked out from head to
footin desert tan camouflage and
facing the most dangerous time of
their careers. As one group forms
a perimeter around a suspected
ambush, | ask the senior sergeant
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present if he feels like he's not
in Kansas anymore, or at least
Alaska, in his snowbound crouch
with M-16 rifle at the ready.“You
can say thatagain; thisis more like
0Oz!" he deadpans.

Down the road another group
mock carries a comrade’s body
away from a simulated IED (Im-
provised Explosive Device) attack
on aHumvee, a scene eerily remi-
niscent of ones we see regularly
on the evening news. “We come
up with tactics to foil them and
they come upwith newtacticsand
devices.It'sa chess game but we'll
be ready when we go over there,’
notes Roth.

Much to my surprise I'm part
of the training. Think of it as
embedded on the half-shell. Roth
encourages me to get up close
and personal with the troopers as
they fan out, and ask lots of ques-
tions. Welcome to the New Army,
especially as this entire brigade
was formed from scratch as part
of Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld’s move to lighter, more
mobile units. “Part of their ef-
fectivenessincludes being able to
describe their mission to reporters
and help people backhome know
what we're doing over there” ac-
cording to Roth.

Roth’s battalion is part of a
Field Artillery organization where
guns,peopleandallequipmentcan
jump into battle. The 4th Brigade
Combat Team (Airborne) 25th
Infantry Division was activated in
July of last year and was deployed
to Iraq just last month...eight
months after this first crucial train-
ing. All units of the 4-25 BCT are
on Airborne (parachute) status.

The second day of my pseudo-
embed status ends with a politi-
cian/lawyercaptainnamedSullivan
observing training that includes
two teenagers Roth wants me to
interview, both for my knowledge
and theirs. These young boys from
the heartland of the lower 48 are
the army’s newest paratrooper-
medics. Healers that also carry a
rifle into combat. “I figure it's a
way | can do the most good, right
from the start,"says one of the two
privates, first class.”l want to make
a difference, that's why | signed
up,”adds the other. They are over
therenow, doingajobtheytrained
todoin Alaska.They and the men
and women they help and heal,
are worthy of our support for their
courage and sacrifice.

*Jim McClure is a television
news reporter and anchor when
not freelancing for Irish Ameri-
can News. He may be e-mailed at
JimMcClure71@aol.com*
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Make A Real Difference This Christmas With Global Gift

If you are wondering what to give
that special someone this Christmas,
Trécaire, the Irish Catholic agency for
world development, has the perfect
solution.

Each year, the Trécaire Global Gift
campaign offers a range of ethical and
innovative Christmas gifts that you
can purchase on behalf of friends and
family in the USA or worldwide and
Trocaire will distribute to families in
the developing world. The agency is
also encouraging people this year to
ask to be ‘global gifted’ - that is to
ask someone whowould normally buy
them a present to get a global gift on
their behalf instead.

Global Gift is an original and
inspirational gift idea that will trans-
form the lives of some of the world’s
most vulnerable families and provide
hope for their future. The objective of
the campaign was to raise money for
and awareness of Trécaire’s long-term
development work. Over the past 30
years Trocaire has funded nearly 7,000
programmes in more than 60 coun-
tries worldwide. These programmes
included education, skills training,
healthcare, the promotion of human
rightsanddemocracyandfood security
programmes.

The annual pre-Christmas appeal
this year offers a range of nine life-
changing gifts ranging in price from

$13 to $256: birth certificates for
children in Mozambique so they can
avail of state services; olive trees for
farmers in the Occupied Palestinian
Territories; kits to help returning
refugees in Sudan; seeds and tools for
communitiesin Liberia; goats for rural
communities in Africa; grain storage
facilities to help farmers in Central
America; care provision for orphans
affected by HIV/AIDS, the gift of water
to help communities all over the world
and housing kits for Burmese refugees
in Thailand.

“The success of the Global Gift
programme is partly due toits having
captured the imagination of increas-
ingly jaded consumers,”said Trocaire’s
Marketing and Fundraising Coordina-
tor, Natalie O'Toole. “This offers
people a chance to do something that
really benefits others and at the same
time to enjoy the more traditional
spiritual meaning of Christmas instead
of themore commercial onethat'snow
commonplace!

To date the practical gifts have
included seeds and tools, cashew nut
trees, wormeries, chicks, goats, school
kits, fish farms, kits for midwives,
sheep,homevegetablegardens, irriga-
tion pumps, solar-powered ovens and
family survival kits comprising a cook-
ing potand utensils, blankets, soapand
a container for collecting water.

Once a person has decided to buy
a gift, they will receive a certificate
enclosed in a Christmas card, showing
how the selected gift will be used. The
card can then be sent to the person of
their choice as a‘gift’ to them.

There are a number of ways in
which to buy a gift: You can order
online atwww.trocaire.org/global gift
or www.buyaglobalgift.com

Alternatively, you can mail an order
to Trdcaire, Global Gift, Maynooth,
Co Kildare, Ireland. You can also
telephone +353-1-6293333 or fax an
order to +353-1-6290661.
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For Veteran's Day

Here's to the men and women who
marched off with their country’s siren
song echoing in their ears,

To those whose beautiful banner of
freedom, banished their own innate
mortal fears,

To those who kept tyranny and hell,
contained on some foreign shore,
To those who gave up their precious
lives, and to those who gave much
more,

To those who died in battle, without
blessing and without grace,

To those who are sentenced to sleep
forever, with foreign dirt above their
face,

To those who fill our V.A. hospitals,
with only the parts of themselves they
managed to bring back home,
With no chance to live the“American
Dream’, because of sacrifices made
so far across the foam,
Tothosewhocamehomeshattered, for-
evermarriedtothedemonsofwar, with
no real hope of ever getting well,

And may God forgive us, to those
we left behind, condemned tolive in
what’s far worse than any hell,

To those who served, who were
wounded physicallyand mentallyand
whose scars are seen by themselves
alone,

To those who try to live a “normal”
life, with constant pains and haunt-
ing memories that will never be
outgrown,

We shall keep your sacred memories
seared deep within our Nation’s heart,
and we will carry them to our grave,
And we shall see your faces upon the
Stars and Stripes, whenever we see
our precious Flag of Freedom wave,
To all those brave brothers and sis-
ters - We have not forgot! We have
not forgot!

We love you -We thank you - We pray
for you - We salute you-

The American Patriot.

©1994  Jerry O'Neill
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Robert J. Sheehy & Sons has
tended to the needs of families in
their time of grief since 1913. Their
service to the south and southwest
neighborhoods of Chicago and
Suburbs has continued at their cur-
rent location at 4950 W. 79th Street
in Burbank since 1982.

This rich heritage continues with
the opening of the second Robert
J. Sheehy & Sons Funeral Home in
Orland Park. The facility is located
at 9000 W. 151st Street and can be
conveniently accessed by many
major streets and highways. Spacious
parking is available as well as many
other amenities. A walkout patio,
smoking area and large coffee room
are provided to make our visiting
families and friends as comfort-
able as possible in their time of loss.
Perhaps, most importantly, Bob and

Robert J. Sheehy & Sons
4950 W. 79th St.
Burbank, IL 60459

Robert J. Sheehy & Sons

Brothers James M. Sheehy and Robert J. Sheehy Jr.
continue the family business established in 1913

Dignity, Compassion, Caring Service
From Our Family To Your Family

(708) 857-7878

S\

Jim Sheehy will provide that personal
service which only involved and con-
cerned proprietors can offer.

For three generations, The Shee-
hy Family has prided itself in the
service it has rendered to families
in one of their most difficult times.
As Bob Sheehy has said - “Many
families tell us that they never realized
that so much was involved. Death
is overwhelming for many people
and they need time to deal with
their grief. They put their trust in us to
help them!”

Put your trust in Robert J. Sheehy
& Sons. You will be pleased with the
detailed and sympathetic attention
to every specific need.

For more information regarding
our services or convenient pre-plan-
ning arrangements, please call us at
1-708-857-7878.

Robert J. Sheehy & Sons
9000 W. 151st St
Orland Park, IL 60462
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Representative Burke Honored

Representative Dan Burke
(D-Chicago) was recently
honored by the lllinois Fire
Inspectors Association for
his advocacy in Springfield
on behalf of fire safety issues.
Rep. Burke was the chief
house sponsor of the Fire Safe
Cigarette Act. This legislation
will require all cigarettes
sold in lllinois beginning in
January 2008 to be designed
to be lowignition strength so
thatifthecigaretteisnotbeing
puffedonoveraperiodoftime
it will self-extinguish. Similar
legislation in New York State
resulted ina30% decrease in
fire related deaths

“With cigarettes being the
leading cause of fire deathsin
the United States, | feel this
legislation will go along way in reducing
mortalities’, said Rep. Burke.

“We really appreciate Rep. Burke’s mak-
ing this legislation a reality. Smokers are
not the only victims of these types of fires.
Most victims are non-smokers, including
children, family members, neighbors, and

George Michehl, IFIA Executive Director (right) and
Rep. Dan Burke.

firefighters. This is a preventable tragedy,’
said George Michehl, Executive Director of
the lllinois Fire Inspectors Association.
The lllinois Fire Inspectors Association is a
statewideorganizationmadeupofmunicipaland
county fire inspectors dedicated to fire preven-
tion through public education and advocacy.
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Durbin welcomes former president of Ireland Mary Robinson

U.S. Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL) met with
former president of Ireland Mary Robinson
in his Capitol office recently to discuss the
fight against HIV/AIDS, the global shortage
of health care workers, and the “brain drain”
emigration of health care workers from Africa
to North America and Europe.

“President Robinson shares my concern

people. And yet, according to Ambassador
RandallTobias, who has been confirmed as the
first U.S. Director of Foreign Assistance, there
aremore Ethiopian-trained doctorsin Chicago
than in Ethiopia,” Durbin said.
UnderDurbin’s proposedamendmenttothe
Senate immigration bill, those applying for
legal status to work as health professionalsin

U.S. Senator Dick Durbin and former president of Ireland Mary Robinson.

for what is taking place in Africa,” Durbin
said. “With 11 percent of the world's popula-
tion, 25 percent of the global disease burden
and nearly half of the world’s deaths from
infectious diseases, sub-Saharan Africa has
only 3 percent of the world’s health workers.
Personnelshortagesareaglobal problem,but
nowhere are these shortages more extreme,
the infrastructure more limited and the
health challenges graver than in sub-Saha-
ran Africa, the epicenter of the HIV/AIDS
pandemic. We will not win the war against
AIDS or any other health challenge without
finding solutions to this crisis.”

Robinson is currently applying her experi-
ence in governance and human rights work
as president of Realizing Rights: the Ethical
Globalization Initiative. The Ethical Globaliza-
tion Initiative seeks to promote greater human
development and security by fostering more
equitableinternational trade and development;
strengthening responses to HIV/AIDS in Africa;
and shaping more humane migration policies.

Durbin introduced the African Health Ca-
pacity Investment (AHCI) Act of 2006 with a
bipartisan group of Senators last month. He
alsooffered anamendmentto address the"brain
drain”issue during the Senate’s debate on im-
migration earlier this year.

The AHCI Act is a comprehensive measure
tohelp sub-Saharan African nations confront the
alarming shortage of health workers. Thirteen
countries on the continent have fewer than 5
physicians per 100,000 people.

Durbin pointed to nations like Ethiopia,
where there are only 3 doctors and only 20
nurses per 100,000 people. “In the U.S., we
have 549 doctors and 773 nurses per 100,000

America must answer whether they signed a
bond or made a promise to workin theirhome
country in exchange for educational support.
If the answer is affirmative, then they must
fulfill that commitment before being allowed
to work in the U.S.

Additionally, the amendment would allow
legal permanent resident doctors and nurses
to travel to developing countries to assist with
health emergencies without jeopardizing their
own immigration status in the U.S.

Regarding the critical shortage of health
personnel, Durbin pointed to a report released
by the World Health Organization (WHO) which
found that“there is a universal shortage of 4.3
million healthcare workers, but the crisis is most
severe in Africa’

“Thisis an alarming report. It shows that we
face a global health crisis with profound conse-
quences, Durbin said.

The WHO report identifies the increasing
migration of health workers from the poorest
countries to the richest as representing a“loss
of hope and years of investment.”

“This 'brain drain’ is impacting millions
of lives in Africa," Durbin said. “Africa loses
20,000 health professionals each year; they leave
to staff the hospitals and offices of Europe and
North America. Their countries lose the invest-
ments they have made in their education and
training and the benefit of their skills at a time
when AIDS is ravishing the African continent.”

Robinson was Ireland’s first female president,
serving in office from 1990 to 1997. From 1997
to 2002, she served as United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights. Robinson also
attended the XVl International AIDS conference
last month in Toronto.
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Voice
of the

Immigrant

By John W. Kearns, Attorney at Law

“War On Terrorism” Updated:
War is imminent. The press is criti-
cizing the President. The President
considers certain classes ofimmigrants
as supporting the enemy. Sound fa-
miliar? The Administration pushes
anti-immigrant legislation through
Congress. These laws raised the wait-
ing period for naturalization from 5 to
14 years, permitted the arbitrary arrest
and detention of foreign subjects of an
enemynationintimeofwar,authorized
the chief executive to deport at will
(without due process of law) any non-
citizenalien he considered dangerous,
and finally, banned the publishing of
false or malicious writings against the
governmentorits officers,and banned
the inciting of opposition to any act of
Congress or the President.

Did freedom-loving Americans rise
in opposition to this unconstitutional
infringement of their basic rights?

These laws were the mildest war-
time security measures ever taken in
the United States, and they were widely
popularatthetime. Nevertheless, only
one alien was deported, and only 25
prosecutions, resulting in 10 convic-
tions,werebroughtundertheAlienand
Sedition Act of 1798. That was Presi-
dentJohnAdams,the second President
of the United States (1797-1801), the
enemy was France, and the targeted
immigrants were French and Irish.

With the war threat passing and the
Republicans winning control of the
federal government in 1800, all Alien
and Sedition Acts expired or were
repealed during the next two years.
This is nothing new under the sun;
those who fail to study their history
are doomed to repeat it, etc.

Immigration Reform: Backlog
Reduction Is The Issue: The Novem-
bermidtermelectionsarealmostupon
us. As the 109th Congress draws toa
close, any progress towards immigra-
tion reform appears to have stopped
for now. The common belief is that
the only hope forwhatmany consider
an amnesty rests with the election
of enough Democrats to take away
control of Congress from the Repub-
licans.The Republican Party has been
hijacked by the ultra-conservative
Christian Right, which appears to be
against everything except promoting
an American theocracy with them
making the rules for everybody. The
Republican Party is now in an ideo-
logical tug-of-war betweenitsmoder-
ate centerand this vocal conservative
right wing. This is a situation familiar

to the 1970's Democrats, which until
then was the party of big-city liberals
aswell as blue-collar workers and the
rural South. During the time of Nixon
andReagan, theDemocrats'conserva-
tive base defected to the Republican
Party, leaving the Democrats with
an identity crisis from which it has
not recovered to this day. Today, the
DemocraticPartyappearsunclearand
uncertainofitsagendaandtheidentity
of its political base. Meanwhile, the
Republican Party is increasingly in
disarray as the Christian Right pulls
the party further into extreme posi-
tionswhich are starting to get noticed
by the voters and especially as cor-
ruption and sexual scandals rock the
credibility of the party.

Thereason | devote so much space
to the arcane politics involved in this
election is that there is nothing more
important to immigrants than what
happensinthiselection.The bestthing
to happen for immigration reform is
that Republican Representative Mark
Foley appears to like little boys. It
certainly helps that the office of our
good friend, Speaker of the House
Dennis Hastert, was notified of this
fact three years ago and did nothing.
Republican candidates in this election
are seeking to distance themselves
from the scandal. Polls indicate the
American voters have had enough
of the Republicans. And Democratic
candidates for Congress this year see
a glimmer of hope.

Where does this leave us? If the
Democrats seize control of Congress,
that puts us along way towards pass-
ingimmigration reform, but not all the
way. There s still the will of the voter to
consider. Isimmigration a hot-button
issue with the voters, considering the
War in Iraq, the War in Afghanistan,
the economy and loss of jobs, and all
the corruption and scandals? Much
of the American voting public is still
xenophobically anti-immigrant and
still believes that immigrants take
Americans’ jobs. | have heard both
“These Mexicans just come here for
welfare” and “These immigrants just
come here to steal”and as unemploy-
ment numbers grow, we can expect to
seemoreanti-immigrantresentmentas
theimmigrationissue becomesafocus
of national debate.

Meanwhile, the nation'’s population
is set to reach 300 million this week.
This event will no doubt generate in-
terestin theimmigration debate, since
about 55% of the 100 million added

to the nation’s population since 1967
have been legal or illegal immigrants
and their U.S.-born offspring. They
say a new baby is born in the United
States every seven seconds, someone
dies every 13 seconds, and a new im-
migrant arrives every 31 seconds, fora
netresultofthe population growing by
one person every 11 seconds.

Believe it or not, this population
growth in this country has made the
environmentalists to be AGAINST
immigration policies that will let
more people come into the U.S. This,
of course, ignores the fact that those
people do live somewhere, but appar-
ently the environmentalists believe
that all those people living in poverty
elsewhereonthe planetis betterforthe
environment. Itis true thatimmigrants
coming to this country means more
sprawl, moreenergy consumption,and
more waste.

Where would all this immigrant
population growth come from, if we
reformed the immigration laws? Well,
besides the fact thatimmigrants have
more children and larger families than
native-born citizens, it sometimes
gets forgotten in the discussion of
amnesty for illegal immigrants that
there is first a BIG step which must be
taken before we can let those present
here now illegally be able to achieve a
legal status: how about all those who
"have been playing by the rules”and
waiting, often for years, for their fam-
ily petitions to become current? It is
this huge backlog of waiting petitions
which must be cleared first, because
these people have followed the rules
and proper procedures. Even with a
family-based petition (I-130) filed and
approved, a spouse and children of a
green card holder must wait five or six
years, and the brother or sister ofaU.S.
citizen must wait aslong as 14 years to
be able to apply for a green card and
cometo this country. We don't see this
process as such afactorin the Eastern
European communities, but the inthe
Asian (Chinese, Indian, Pakistani,
Philippine) communities, this is how
entirefamilieseventually come, started
by one personwho sponsors therest of
his family, so that twenty years later
there are 50 or 60 family members
here in the US.

Before any comprehensive im-
migration reform package passes that
would include an earned legalization
for the undocumented and a guest
worker program for people who just
want to come here to work and not
necessarily immigrate, | would expect
the family-based backlogs would
have to be eliminated. These are huge
numbers, and would result in a real
population surge as well as a changed
demographic make-up of the Ameri-
can character that | am not sure the
American voter will be ready for if they

realize the true impact. Meanwhile, on
the other side, we have conservative
proposalstoeliminate thediversityvisa
lottery, the ability of U.S. citizens to
sponsor siblings (brothers and sisters),
andto eliminate the automatic right to
U.S. citizenship of persons bornon U.S.
soil to illegal immigrants. The issue
will be far from concluded even if the
Democrats sweep Congress.

What canbe done?Thereal surprise
tomeisthat people, whose whole goal
in life is “to get the blue passport’, do
not realize they are aspiring not to just
“get a passport’, but to becoming a
legal citizen of thegreatestnationinthe
history of the planet. You should take
an interest in the affairs of your new
country, learnits language, traditions
and history, and VOTE. | was amazed
to read recently that immigrant com-
munity activists had registered over
16,000 recently naturalized citizens
to vote within the past few months,
in Chicagoland alone! Chicago is a
wonderful place to vote forimmigrant
rights: it was the rally for immigrant
rights here last March, which attracted
a crowd of over 100,000, who kicked
offaseries of rallies across the country.
Especially with such important elec-
tions coming up, with the immigration
issue onthe front burner,itis soimpor-
tant to register with your local Board
of Elections (in Chicago, dial 311) and
exercise the right to vote!

This country was founded by
immigrants. The mix of immigrants
of various backgrounds, striving for
success and building families, is the
central strength of the American
characterandwhatmakesitresource-
ful, resilient, strong, and successful.

The constantinflux ofimmigrants is
what keeps American society from
becoming moribund, effete, and
decadent.Thefirstimmigrantgenera-
tion struggles to succeed with fewer
resources other than motivation,
hard work, and a healthy disrespect
towards authority. It is the second
generation,withalltheeducationand
other material advantages provided
by riding on the coattails of the first,
who very often fail to achieve their
potential. America needs that first
generation, every generation.

The information provided in this
article should not be construed as
legal advice or legal opinion on any
specific facts or circumstances. While
thestatementscontained hereinreflect
theopinionsoftheauthoronly,and not
the publication orits editors, the infor-
mation provided may beasummary or
compilation from other sources, who
are gratefully acknowledged hereby.
The contents are intended for general
information purposesonly,andyouare
urgedtoconsultwithalawyerconcern-
ingyourown situation and any specific
legal questions you may have.

©Copyright John W. Kearns

Attorney Kearns practices immigration
law and general practice from
Chicago, lllinois. We invite questions
or topic requests by email: jwkearns@
hotmail.com. Please call or email
with questions about immigration,
business, or general law or American
culture. Consultations by telephone
or in the office can be arranged by
calling: (312) 738-2529. Native
speakers are available in our office.
See advertisement elsewhere in this
newspaper.
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By Mike Morley

PERDONO

| concluded last month's column with two
questions:”“Isthereanyone outtherewhoreally
thinksit’sagreatideato weaken the discretion
of American courtsin extradition cases? Would
you vote for him?” Apparently, “Yes" is the
answer to both questions. On September 29
the UK-US Extradition Treaty passed in the
Senate, unanimously, no less. All 100 senators
were on hand, and not one stood to voice an
objection. So when Britain snatches the next
Irish-American before a kangaroo court in
Belfast, not one of the suits you elected will
be able to raise the”l was in the bathroom”de-
fense when (or if) amyth called Irish American
opinion cares to howl about it.

In devoting this space to the UK treaty
passing from committee to Senate floor, we
sidelined an entirely different news topic.
Does Leonella ring a bell? It's only a month
ago. Have you also forgotten a town called
“Paradise”?

On September 19 National Public Radio
ran a feature titled “The Pope’s Apology and
Religious Fervor”.The commentary concerned
Pope Benedict's speechatRegensburg Univer-
sity Sept. 12inwhich he quoted a 14th century
Byzantine emperorwho termed Mohammed's
command to spread faith by the sword “evil
and inhuman”.

NPR'’s announcer: “The Pope said he was
sorry for the angry reaction his speech pro-
voked among Muslims...that apology was
enough for many Muslim leaders...but other
Muslim leaders think the Pope should issue a
fullerapology. Commentator Joe Loconte also
thinks there is more for the Pope to say on this
subject, to reach out to Muslims.’

Two days earlier Rosa Sgorbati, known as
Sister Leonella, was shot in the back by two
“men”while working at her pediatrics hospital
and SOS Village for children in Mogadishu,
Somalia. Her guard Mohammed Mahmud was
also murdered.

Loconte’s advice to the Pope:“Christianity
is a great ally to freedom of conscience. But
it took time! For centuries the Church was an
adversary of reasonable religion.’(Is he actu-
ally urging the pontiffto appreciate thatlslam,
founded fifteen centuries ago, needs more
time to evolve?) Then, and | just knew this
bogeymanwascoming hedescribes’medieval
Europe and its Catholic establishment” as a
period when “The machinery of the Inquisi-
tion, fueled by a theology of persecution was
in high gear... Many were burned alive. By
the Pope’s own definition of a capricious and
coercive religion, the Church was a hotbed of
violent irrationality”

But, lo! The cavalry arrives. Loconte:
“Protestant figures such as William Penn and
Enlightenment figures such as John Locke
laid the foundation for a theology of religious
freedom. He ends his NPR (we have often

wondered what that“P"really stands for)
editorial saying the Pope is correct in
drawing attentiontoIslam’sinjustices, but
urges:“The next step is to remind Muslims
of his own church’s history”. Religious
music plays as the announcer tells us Lo-
conteis“adistinguished visiting professor
at Pepperdine University and a senior fellow at
the Ethics and Public Policy Center "

Curious, | did a bit of research. The EPPC
is a neoconservative policy institute.

Listeners to Loconte’s learned reflections on
Catholicism and the papacy might have been
interested to hear that the NPR commentator
is afellow at the Heritage Foundation, another
conservative think tank, and a director of Evan-
gelicals in Civic Life. He holds a master’s is in
Christian History and Theology from lllinois’
Wheaton College, which bars Catholics from
its faculty. The college recently fired Joshua
Hochschild, assistant professor of medieval
philosophy, for the offense of converting from
Episcopalian to Catholic. Hardly a bastion of
Enlightenment, the 146 year-old schoolforbade
students to attend movies until the 1960’s; and
banned dancing until just three years ago.

Pepperdine? It's affiliation is Churches
of Christ, a denomination which, besides its
aversion to dancing and Catholicism, also
forbids women in most congregations from
leading men in worship or bible study groups.
So when good old Joe Loconte (sounds like
aguy who'd enjoy a beerand an afternoon at
the track, eh?) lectures the Pope that it takes
timetodevelopareasonablereligion, his back-
ground in institutions with an odd adversion
tobothCatholicismandEnlightenmentculture
ensures us he's familiar with the subject. In
February Loconte was on NPR opposing the
Ohio Board of Education and a federal court
ruling that “intelligent design” (the new cre-
ationism) is a religious view with no place in
a science classroom.

And what of Loconte’s Enlightenment
heroes? Locke, whom one biographer calls
“The Philosopher of Freedom’, was a major
investor in the English slave-trade via the
Royal AfricaCompany, helped draft the Funda-
mental Constitution of the Carolinasgrantinga
master absolute power over his slaves or“leet
men”: “All the children of leet-men shall be
leet-men, and so to all generations.” Locke
(1632-1704) lived in a military dictatorship
under Cromwell, and supported William of
Orange to the English throne. It was a period
when large numbers (perhaps 300,000) of
Irish Catholic men, women and children were
rounded up, separated, and sold as slaves to
English colonies in the Americas. Penn also
owned and traded slaves, but was more con-
siderate of native Americans, paying fair prices
for lands he bought from them.

Back to Wheaton. Besides Loconte, two of
its alumni stand out. One is Billy Graham- no
surprise there. The other is Dennis Hastert
who, backed by fellow Republicans and evan-
gelical Christians, is now fighting to retain the
HousespeakershippostheassumedfromNewt
Gingrich in 1999. Soon after Hastert became
Speaker, he found himself at the center of a
nasty religious debate in the House.
Timothy J. O'Brien... remember him? No?

How about Father Timothy J. O'Brien? He was
the Marquette (Jesuit) University professor
chosentofillthe vacant post of House Chaplain,
aresponsibleand notveryweighty position, but
oneapparentlynoteverheld byaCatholicinthe
history of the American republic. Hastert chose
asearch committee of 18 house members (9 Re-
publican, 9 Democrat- 3 were Catholic) and set
themthe task of choosing a new chaplain. They
worked hard, came up with 60 candidates, and
narrowed it down to 3. Father O'Brien received
the votes of 14 congressmen (78%). Reverend
Robert Dvorak, regional director of the Evan-
gelical Covenant Church came in second, with
one vote for the Reverend Charles Wright, a
Presbyterian minister. The 3 names were deliv-
ered to Speaker Hastert, Majority Leader Dick
Armey, and Minority Leader Richard Gephardt,
but reportedly minus the vote tally. Gephardt
chose Father O'Brien.Hastertand Armey chose
Reverend Wright.That sparked alengthy House
battle, laced with charges of anti-Catholicism
not heard since the nomination of JFK.

ThedebatesharpenedonFeb2ndwhenthen
Texas Gov. Bush kicked off his South Carolina
primary race with a speech at a University
whosefounderBob Jones considered the Pope
“demon possessed’, and the Catholic Church
“The Mother of Harlots” and a satanic cult.
Challenger John McCain accused Bush of
anti-Catholicism.

(Incidentally, Jones himself lent legitimacy
to lan “The Pope is the Roman anti-Christ”
Paisley, a“reverend” without a sheepskin. He
suddenly became Dr. Paisley in 1966, two days
afterbeingreleasedfromasentencein Crumlin
Road jail for inciting anti-Catholic riots. Jones
himself flew to Northern Ireland and handed
Paisley an honorary Doctorate of Divinity.
Jonesalso bestowed honorary titles on others
he admired: including George Wallace, Strom
Thurmond and Lester Maddox.)

Hastert joined other House membersin a
PBS News Hour interview March 17. Hastert
claimed he had not been informed of the vote
tally:"That’s how they decided- to come down
with the three unranked people to pass on
to us”. Rep. Anna Eshoo (D-CA) one of the
committee’s 3 Catholics retorted: “That is, at
best,alame excuse, because again, everything
we do hereis by vote... to say today in March
of the year 2000, that they never knew what
the vote was, is ludicrous. The Speaker’s staff
person counted the votes.”

Astowhy he continued to insist on Wright
over O’Brien Hastert stated: "My experience,
injust that short period of time, looked like he
was the person that was most willing to reach
out, to work with families, to be involved with
members.’Rep. Eshoo wondered why Hastert
would create a committee, then override it,
instead of simply naming the chaplain him-
self:"He should have just done that from the
beginning.Why use a bipartisan committee as
window dressing?”Rep. Gephardt:” | tried to
talkto the leadership on their side many times,
and did many times, and told them that there
were real concerns among the Democratic
members on the search committee as to how
this was being done.” Rep Henry Hyde: “|
knowquestionswereaskedaboutwouldFather
O’Brien wear the Roman collar. And how can

he be a successful chaplainif he doesn'thave a
familyandhave enduredthe problemsofbeing
aparent? Those are not off-the-wall questions,
but they indicate a lack of, let’s say, sophistica-
tion concerning the Catholic Church.”

The Catholic League noted: “The outgo-
ing Protestant chaplain (James D. Ford) wore
a collar for decades... At one point, aides to
Speaker Hastert claimed in the press that the
Rev. Bill Graham called the speaker’s office to
express support for Rev. Wright. Hours later,
Rev.Graham issued a statement saying he did
no such thing; he simply wanted the process
to be free from politics.’ - Amazing!

The 5 month battle ended March 23, 2000.
Wright withdrew after meeting with Hastert,
who then threw out all 88 candidates; instead
naming the Rev. Daniel P. Coughlin, vicar of
the Archdiocese of Chicago as the first Catho-
lic House Chaplain.

Regarding the Pope’s recent speech, one
wonders how his historical reference in a
theological lecture at a school in Bavaria be-
came a hysterical reference on the front page
of newspapers world-wide. In contrast, last
March while a UK victory in the extradition
treaty debate was still in doubt, Rep. Chris
Smith (R-NJ)and a bipartisan group of adozen
other Congressmen issued ademand that the
British government begin a full“independent
publicjudicial”investigation into the murder
of Northern Ireland attorney Pat Finucane.
Thatstory merited plenty of coverage overseas,
especially in Ireland and Britain. But aside
from government and Irish community sites,
wefound notonelineaboutitinthe American
press, print or otherwise. That's a hell of a lot
of U.S. reporters in one bathroom.

In his Regensburg talk, the Pope led into
his 14th century reference by explaining that it
wasaconversationbetweenByzantineemperor
Manuel Il Paleologus and a Persian during the
siege of Constantinople, that it concerns the
relationship between religion and violence in
general, and was “rather marginal to the dia-
logue”but”can serve as the starting-point for
my reflections”. Manuel Il speaks to his guest,
says the pontiff,“witha startling brusqueness,a
brusquenessthatwefindunacceptable, ..., say-
ing:'Show me just what Mohammed brought
that was new, and there you will find things
onlyevilandinhuman, such as hiscommandto
spread by the sword the faith he preached.”

Had any newseditor chosentoactually read
this obscure speech, he couldn’t possibly have
missed that sentence immediately preceding
the 600 year-old quote. Despite the fact that
Manuel Il was besieged by the Ottomans, the
Pope considered the emperor’s manner of ad-
dress to his Muslim guest “unacceptable”.

Friday, (9/15) three days after the papal lec-
ture, Somalia Sheikh Abubakar Hassan Malin
stood in his Mogadishu mosque exhorting his
flock:“Whoever offends our Prophet Moham-
med should bekilled on the spot by the nearest
Muslim.” His advice to Muslims: “hunt down”
the pope and kill him.

Sunday: During his Angelus blessingin Rome,
Benedict said he was “deeply sorry”for the reac-
tion to his quote. He explained: “These in fact
were quotations from a medieval text, which do
not in any way express my personal thought."
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Gareth Woods shown here opening for Damien Dempsey
at Gunther Murphy’s recently. Gareth performs around
Chicagoland and is a fine singer and songwriter in his own
right. Check out his website at www.garethwoods.com.

Sunday: In London, another“holy man’, Anjem Choudary,
addressed demonstrators outside Westminster Cathedral:
“Whoever insults the message of Mohammed is going to be
subject to capital punishment.’

Sunday: In Mogadishu, gunmen shot dead Sister Leonella,
adevout woman who had devoted 40 years of her life to caring
for the sick of Africa. In 2002 she founded a nursing school
in the SOS Children’s Village hospital in Mogadishu. The
first 34 nurses graduated this year. Leonella had just returned
to Mogadishu on September 13 from Kenya after registering
three of her new graduates for medical college. Islamic courts
now control the city and she had a hard time securing re-entry.
Four days later she was shot to death outside her children’s
hospital. You know her last words: “Perdono. Perdono.’(l
forgive, | forgive.)

Monday: An al Quaida group issued yet another reasoned
statement:“We shall break the cross and spill the wine. ... God
will (help) Muslims to conquer Rome. ... God enable us to slit
theirthroats,andmaketheirmoneyanddescendantsthebounty
of the mujahideen’.

Two weeks later Charles Roberts entered alittle schoolhouse
in Paradise and in a few minutes of convulsive horror, lined
up 10 schoolgirls, shot them at point-blank range, then shot
himself to death. Five of the girls, aged 6 to 13 years, died. The
rest lay in serious or critical condition.

Thatevening Amish families gathered to grieve, to confront
theinexplicable.The health workers who had come to comfort
and counsel them as best they could were soon awed by their
lack of anger toward the murderer. Among their concerns was
whataidthey could offerto hisfamily. These gentle people were
in shock and deeply hurt, but were free of rage at the almost
biblical devastation forced forevermore upon their lives by a
deranged outsider.

Here the Golden Rule is not a slogan hung in a frame. A

grandfather, standing by the body of a 13 year-old, tells a
group of young boys: “We must not think evil of this man.”
A woman:“For some reason, this man decided to go against
God. He made a choice.” Another woman: “He had problems
of the heart!

Charles Robert’s widow was invited to at least one of the
girls’ funerals. Some visited his father to offer their condo-
lences.

In Paradise there is no church. It is customary for families
to visit neighbors to pray, and gather at the schoolhouse for
Bible reading. The people of Paradise had a contractor come
in with a machine which they shun, and bulldoze the neatand
sturdy schoolhouse theirownhandshad raised and maintained.
In minutes, a haven they had known as the nucleus of their
community was broken, laid low, and hauled away; casting
out from their fellowship an unbearable physical memory of
the terror and heartbreak of that day.

Paradise Pennsylvania; Children’s' Village, Mogadishu...
flickers of enlightenment amid encroaching thickets of hate.

Comptroller Hynes and wife
welcome birth of twin boys

lllinois State Comptroller Dan Hynes and his wife Dr.
Christina Hynes welcomed the birth of their twins in late
September. William and Finley Hynes were born shortly be-
fore midnight 9/29/06 at Northwestern Memorial Hospital in
Chicago. Christina, Liam and Finn are doing well. The twins
remained in the hospital for the next week to build strength
before going home to meet their older brother, Charlie.
“Christinaand |l are very thankful for all the prayers and good
wisheswe havereceived overthe pastfew monthsofwhathad
been adifficult pregnancy. And now we are overjoyed by the
blessings we have received,” said Comptroller Hynes.
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Word With
Father Boland

The Voice of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese
of Chicago Administrator, Prersident and CEO
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago

Family is precious; family is necessary. Family is the rock upon
which civilizations and cultures are built. This is common knowl-
edge.Yet, inrecentdecades, everyone-from popes to presidents to
social scientists - has rightfully decried the decline of the family.

Inhis 1981 Apostolic Exhortation: On the Christian Family in the
ModernWorld, Pope John Paulll defended the"intimate connection
between the family and society, stating that “society should never
failin its fundamental task of respecting and fostering the family.”’
He then listed 14"rights of the family,"and challenged families to
"Become what you are!”

Pope Benedict XVl in his first encyclical, Deus Caritas Est, God
is Love, states that every human being is created in the image of
God and redeemed by Jesus Christ, and therefore s of infinite value
and worthy of respect as a member of the human family.

Scripture, Catholic tradition and papal encyclicals since 1891
have strongly emphasized the moral imperative to love and care
for the poor. Collectively, these principles, bodies of thought and
calls for action are known as Catholic Social Teaching. They are
based on and inseparable from our understanding of human life
and human dignity.

Since Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago was
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founded almost 90 years ago to care for the poor, we
have been dedicated to not only defending, but pro-
moting and strengthening the family as the building
blockforhuman lifeand human dignity:for the safety,
security and stability of families and individuals - for
faith, hope and love.

Ourefforts were recognized nationally in Septem-
ber, when Catholic Charities'Family Self-Sufficiency
Programin Lake Countywasawardeda $25,000grant
by Catholic Charities USA's Family Strengthening Initiative, which
is funded by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. This grant will help
us to help more poor and endangered families.

The Church's mission to care for the poor and to speak for
families is deeply rooted in the Ten Commandments and the
example of Jesus, who ministered to the poor, and healed and
restored families.

Yet today, we see great poverty and loss of dignity among the
families who come to us.

The reason: Many families today cannot fully address - without
help - the problems that lead them into poverty.

That is why we focused our 2006 position paper on Family
Strengthening: Family, Become What You Are! This statement was
released at the 89th Annual Meeting of Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Chicago on October 26. Directed to the public, to
funding agencies,and to legislators at federal, state and local levels,
it sets forth the complex needs of families, the causes of family
poverty and achievable solutions.

Poverty threatens everything sacred and necessarytothefamily:
financialindependencethat secureshousing,educational opportu-
nities, access to food, medical care, child care, transportation to
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workand safe neighborhoods. It harms adults, children and seniors
- individually and as families.

Most of these problems are rooted as much in society and the
economyasinindividual choices. Low-or minimum-wage employ-
ment cannot support a one- or two-parent family even when two
parents are working. High rents; low-wage jobs that do not offer
health benefits, sickleave orunemploymentcompensation;domes-
tic violence, substance addiction, mental or physical illnesses; and
lack of affordable child care for working parents damage families.
In addition, care for the elderly and disabled is often assumed by
family members on a full-time basis.

Catholic Charities tackles these family problems head on. Last
year, Catholic Charities served 895,000 poor or vulnerable individu-
als.Whether living alone, or in two- or three-generational families,
all of these men, women and childrenare members of families. And
each one of our 168 programs directly serves many of these tens of
thousands of families each year.

Catholic Charities provides short- and long-term supportive
services to help each family to achieve or regain their indepen-
dence, self-sufficiency and human dignity. Emergency food and
clothing; nutritional programs for women, infants and children;
counseling; child care programs; budgeting skills and job training;
family shelters; in-home care for seniors; hundreds of transitional
apartments for formerly homeless families; residential programs
for mothers in recovery and their children; centers for families
and children in communities at risk due to gang activity; family
caregiver support programsand 19 beautiful residences providing
dignified, safe housing for 1,200 seniors - these are just a few of
the ways Catholic Charities strengthens families.

Currently we are establishing a new model for comprehensive
wrap-around services for children and families at St. Mary of Celle
Family Center in Berwyn.

Pope Benedict XVI, in his first encyclical: Deus Caritas Est,
God is Love, states that “The Church is God's family in the world.
No one ought to go without the necessities of life." Like the Good
Samaritan, we are required to show “universal love toward the
needy.’ Catholic Charities is totally committed to acting on this
belief and strengthening families. Please keep us and all families
in your prayers.

«There are many volunteer opportunities at Catholic Charities to help
strengthen families in need. Join our Junior Board volunteers who
read to children at our family shelters - or to seniors who live at one
of our senior residences. Volunteer to teach valuable life skills such as
budgeting or Englishasa Second Language; orto mentoryoungadults
who struggle to stay away from gangs, or who face teen pregnancy.
« Funding opportunities are available: Sponsor the rent for a year
for a family in one of our transitional housing programs; or cover
the cost of in-home caregiver services for a poor family caring foran
elderly loved one.

« Family Strengthening:“Family, Become What You Are!”- the annual
position paper of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago - is
available under “Publications” at www.catholiccharities.net.
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Irish Heritage Singers Celebrate 20 Years

The Irish Heritage Singers present the First Annual Chicago Invi-
tational Choral Festival on Saturday, November 4, 2006 and Hearth
and Home, their 20th Anniversary Concert, on Saturday, November
18,2006, at the Center.

The choralfestival event will feature area choirsand will culminatein
amassed choir performance whichincludes all participating groups.

Some of the choirs participating include: the Irish Heritage Singers,
the Normennenes Singing Society, the Grieg Ladies Singing Society, The
Waukegan Swedish Glee Club and Chicago Metro Barbershop Group.

The First Annual Chicago Invitational Choral Festival, sponsored
by the Irish American Heritage Center, will be held Saturday, Novem-
ber4,2006, at 7:30pm at the Irish American Heritage Center, Chicago.
Admission is $10 at the door and children 12 and under are free.

Hearth and Home, the Irish Heritage Singers 20th Anniversary
Concert is Saturday, November 18, 2006 at 7:30pm at the IAHC.
Ticketsare $12forlAHC membersandinadvance,and $15atthedoor.
Tickets and information are available by calling the Irish American
Heritage Center office at 773-282-7035.

The Irish American Heritage Center is located at 4626 N. Knox
Avenue, near Lawrence and Cicero. There is plenty of free parking,
and the Fifth Province, the IAHC pub, will be open for refreshments
after both events.

Maggie Barton Benefit

at IAHC November 19th

A benefit will be held to aid Maggie Barton on Sunday, No-
vember 19, 2006 at the Irish American Heritage Center. Maggie, 6
years of age, is the adorable and much loved daughter of Jim and
Beth Barton, and granddaughter of Noel and Barbara Daly from
Lahinch, Co. Clare.

Maggie was bornalmost two months premature, and has been
diagnosedwithspasticquadriplegiccerebral palsy, microencephaly,
seizures, cortical visionimpairment, as well as gastrointestinal re-
flux which requires Maggie be fed through afeeding tube. Dealing
with Maggie'simmediate physical and medical needs have caused
a huge financial burden for her family. It is with this in mind that
friends have gotten together in an effort to defray some of the
expenses and financial worry for Maggie's family.

The benefit will be held at the Irish American Heritage Center,
4626 N. Knox Avenue, in Chicago from 2:00 pm til 9:00 pm.
Donations voluntary at the door. A buffet supper, music and
entertainment will be provided for your listening and dancing
pleasure, as well as a Silent Auction. There will be Cash Bar.
Anyone who would like to help Maggie but will be unable to
attend this function can do so by sending a donation to LasSalle
National Bank, Attn: Stacey LaTona, 4747 W. Peterson Avenue,
Chicago, IL 60646. For further information on this benefit, you
can call 773-286-6866 or wwww.hyperbaricsforhope.com - link
to Maggie Barton Benefit.
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Royalties Group unites music

with good causes online

San Francisco band Culann’s Hounds
donates rare track to The National
Veteran's Foundation

Musicians and music fans have along history of supporting chari-
ties and worthy causes through call-to-action songs, concerts and
festivals. With the launch of The Royalties Group on Myspace.com
(http://groups.myspace.com/theroyaltiesgroup), musicians and fans
who believe that music can make a difference can join a circle that
encompasses the wholeworld viatechnology and the Netand where
the calland the answer to action are a part of daily community life.

One of the U.S. Celtic scene’s rising stars, Culann’s Hounds, re-
nownedforitseffervescentperformances,hasearnedglowingreviews
from critics and inspired a devoted following. All sales of “The Black-
thorn Tavern”will be donated to the National Veteran's Foundation
(http://www.nvf.org), now celebrating its 20th Anniversary.
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ooliganism

Mike Houlihan

How do you want to die?

Come on, you've thought about it. Or at least heard details of
somebody’s death and said to yourself, “What a way to go!”

| was watching an old Abbot & Costello movie the other night
and Boris Karlov was this creepy guy who hypnotizes Lou Costello
and tries to get him to commit suicide. After several unsuccessful
comic attempts at getting Lou to either hang himself or jump out
the hotel room window, Boris asks in exasperation, “Okay how
would you do it? How do you want to die?”

Lou stands on the windowsill of the 20th floor of the Waldorfin
his pajamas with a noose around his neck and says, “Old age."

Plenty of wise guys will tell you they want to go out like the
late actor John Garfield, who supposedly died in the saddle. The
late Vice-President Nelson Rockefeller passed that way too. Ol
Rocky threw a seven while doing the nasty with his “staff assis-
tant’, Megan Marshak. He was 70, she was 25. It was a heart attack
waiting to happen. Rocky's wife, Happy, wasn't too happy about
the news and had Rocky cremated less than 24 hours later.

Ever the gent, Rocky left Megan fifty grand in his will. Thanks
for the “grabber”.

Many of us want death to come in an instant, unexpectedly,
without any pain. Somebody sneaks up on you from behind and
blowsyourhead offwithashotgun. It's over before you even know
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what hitya. My pal Pete Nolan told me he wants to
goin his sleep, after a round of golf and some drinks
as he naps on his couch. Nice and comfy.

Elderly folks of faith look forward to their
demise. There’s a great scene in “Grumpy
Old Men” when Jack Lemmon says to Walter
Mathau,“Hear about Fred? He dropped dead of
a heart attack last night.”Mathau continues shoveling his
walk and says, “That lucky bastard!”

Which brings me to the case of the poor mope who fell
out of a tree in Englewood last month. The Sun-Times said,
“Julian Spencer was adept at climbing trees as a young boy
in his native Jamaica.’

Julian died in a comic tragedy. He was horsing around
ata pal’s house at 64th and Racine. Maybe he was shooting
his mouth off about what a great tree climber he was when
one of his buddies bet him twenty bucks he couldn’t scale
the tree in the yard in front of them.

Julian took off his shoes and handed his wallet to 62-year-old
friend Lawrence Williams. The Sun-Times carried a photo of Law-
rence in front of the offending tree. He looked like Redd Foxx.

Up the tree went Julian, six feet, eight feet, ten feet,
twelvefeet, he climbed.Hegotabout 15feetupandabranch
cracked underhimand hetumbled down and hithishead on
the concrete. Good night.

Somebody asked his friend Lawrence Williams why he didn't
catch him, butit happened too fast. Julian died of head injuries
at the hospital later that night. | hope he didn't suffer.

Killjoys would say,"What the hell was a 49 year old man doing
climbing a tree at night, was he drunk?”

Nope, just drinking water on an Indian summer night.

“Well, he had no business climbing a tree, serves him right.
The death of a fool!”

| wonder.

Ithink Julian probably climbed the tree to entertain his friends.
Julian was alive that night, living and breathing and jiving his pals.
He went out on a limb for his buddies.

I'll bet St. Peter ushered Julian directly to the VIP room in
heaven, where scientists, performers, poets, athletes, and artists
mingle in greatness. Julian met legendary historical figures who
had climbed their own metaphorical trees on earth. They saw
challenges before them and up the tree they went.

Julian's pal Lawrence Williams told the Sun-Times, “I never
saw anything like it in my life”

Up in heaven Julian Spencer is partying with Jonas Saulk,
Edison, Jackie Robinson, Dr. Martin Luther King, JFK, St. Joan,
Galileo, and Jayne Mansfield. Tree Climbers all!

Julian Spencer, | salute you! You died a noble death...as op-
posed to Rocky.

View the trailer for Mike Houlihan's new indie film at www.
TapiocaTheMovie.com

Johnny O Hagad »

Traditional Irish Pub & Restaurant

FuLL Menu-IRisH BrReakrasT ALL Day-EvERYDAY!
LuncH 11- 4pm @ DINNER 4-11PM

LATENIGHT CHIPPER MENU 11PM-1AM
PLENTY OF PARKING IN OUR LoT!

3374 N Clark St Chicago
(Clark & Roscoe) 773-248-3600
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- Murphy’s Snug Bar downstairs

available for Private Parties ~/

2007 Travel/Study for Teachers
and Administrators

The National University of Ireland is offering a seminar
entitled“Educationinlreland’, a comparative study of the
Irish and American Educational System, from July 5-28,
2007 in Galway, Ireland. The course will earn 6 Graduate
Credits. For information email lilysky@ncia.net or call
Barney Keenan, NUI Coordinator, at 603-466-2972

Corrine Connor wasa b|g winner at the IAUC conference
recently, taking homeabox of delightsintheraffle thatwere
donated by Maureen O’Looney.

~

3511 N Clark
Chicago

773.935.6669
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Sat11 amto3am
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Irish Brkfst all day!

Voted BEST Irish Bar 2004 citisearch.com

WINNER! Best Comfort Food Award
AOL City Guide 2005

WINNER! Silver Platter Award 2004/2005
presented by Food Industry News

Zagot Guide Recommended 2004/2005

PriIvATE Rooms AVAILABLE
With or Without Great Buffet!

™ RESTAURANT/PUB

OWNERS:
FERDYNAND & ANNA HEBAL
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The Red
Apple Buffet!

Czerwone Jabtuszko
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PH 773-588-5781
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6474 N. MILWAUKEE AVE.
9 PH 773-763-3407  FAX 773-763-3406
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or The Republic

By Chris Fogarty

GOOD NEWS! While the govern-
ments of Anglophonia (US, Canada,
UK, Australia, NZ, and to a great
extent, Ireland) follow Bush & Co
into reestablishment of empire there
are pro-republican groups working to
greateffectineachcountry.Inthe past
few years activists in Ireland, includ-
ing Mary Kelly, have, for example,
disabled a US bomberin Shannon on
its way to obliterate Iragi innocents.
Othersspottedandexposedthesecret
“extraordinary rendition” torture
flights stopping-overin Shannon and
Baldonnell airports. In Australia John
H. Wilson is leading a grass-roots,
democratic uprising. Their immedi-
ate goal is to replace their corrupt
court system. Their motto is “Trial By
Jury IS democracy.” The rest of this
column focuses upon Britain and the
efforts of its pro-democracy groups
led by an American citizen, Suzon
Forscey Moore.

PATRICK CULLINANE figures
in this good news. His plight is well-
known to my reqular readers.Heis the
Ex-Limerickman, working in London,
who was robbed of his London home
by Britain's Inland Revenue (IR, Brit-
ain’s IRS) abetted by corrupt judges,
corrupt pols, and a corrupt news me-
dia. The IR fabricated a nonexistent
additional income for Cullinane and
then charged him with failure to pay
taxes on it. They eventually threw
himinto the streetand sold his house,
keeping all of the proceeds. While the
Irish World and the Irish Post, “the
Voice of the Irish in Britain"not alone
adamantly refused to defend Cul-
linane, they essentially abetted the IR’s
crimes against him. But all during this
time one honest reporter, Englishman
Philip Inman of THE GUARDIAN
newspaperwasupholdingthetruthfor
Cullinane. Cullinane now informs me
that Suzon's affidavit has been of great
additional help to his case.

THE GREAT MANY other victims
of British judicial corruption will be
better served by, rather than naming
them here, filling this space withas much
of the Affidavit as will fit. It starts: IN
THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR ST.
JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA. CASE
No. CA03-542 (55). THE SOCIETY
OF LLOYD'S, Plaintiff, vs. KARL
ARONSON, Defendant.

Affidavit of Suzon Forscey-Moore

l, SUZON FORSCEY-MOORE, of 53
Abbey Road, Cambridge, England CB5
8HH, based upon my personal knowl-
edge, hereby declare as follows:

Introduction.

1.1am a citizen of the United States
and a naturalized subject of the United
Kingdom. | was born and grew up in
Jamestown, New York and moved to the
Los Angeles area where | lived for 25
years. | first came to England in 1976
while a student at Pitzer College in Clare-
mont, California. Pitzer awarded me a BA
inEnglishin 1977.1moved to Cambridge,
England in 1987. In 1992, | began to
campaign for ministerial accountability.
In 1996 | began campaigning for judicial
reform. In January 2001 | was awarded a
Master’s degree in Law by DeMontfort
University in Leicester, England for my
dissertation on The Prerogative of Sum-
ming Up in Miscarriages of Justice in
the Crown Courts of England and Wales.
| began work on a PhD on the English
Civil Justice system at Anglia Ruskin
University in Cambridge in September,
2002.2.Imake this affidavit at the request
of Charles B. Lembcke, counsel for Karl
Aronson. | have been advised that it will
be submitted in response to the question
posed by the Court at the hearing on
Lloyd's Motion for Summary Judgmentas
towhetherthe Englishlegal system offers
fair and impartial tribunals.

3.The true nature of the English legal
systemshouldbe properly establishedfor
theprotectionof pastandfutureinvestors
whoare citizens of the United Statesand
otherjurisdictions as English courts are,
despite their considerable reputation,
neither fair nor impartial.

4. This affidavit contains mate-
rial which may be outside the norms of
evidence.However, dueto historical and
cultural differences and in the context
of the important issue to be decided,
descriptive material is relevant and nec-
essary if the Florida Court is to reach a
well-founded and defensible decision.

5. Contemporary hearings in Eng-
lish courts may be best understood as
traditional theatrical rituals in which
the agents dressed in ceremonial 18th
century costume unselfconsciously fulfill
their oath of loyalty to the Queen by
dismissing and/or punishing unimport-
ant people for their foolish insistence
on justice and fair play. Courts in other
jurisdictions should distance themselves
from the perverse character of English
law where unexamined belief in an he-
reditary system of privilege trumps the
fair application of principles of law.

6. It would be wrong for the Florida
court to turn a blind eye to a system in
which the rights of the individual are
sacrificed for a perceived but unjustifi-
able greater good, the protection of a
privileged hereditary elite.

Jaffray v. Lloyd's in the Court of
Appeal for England & Wales

7.This case reveals, through its his-
torical contextandin the recent conduct
of the English judiciary in Jaffray, that
financial affairs and affairs of state in the
UnitedKingdomhavebeenand continue
to be decided be a secretive elite largely
composed of, and of mutual benefit to,
hereditary aristocrats.

8.Lloyd's of London, an international
insurance underwriter, evolved from
transactions between ship-owners, mer-
chants and insurers in the 1680s. It was
given a unique status by Parliament in
the Lloyd's Act of 1862. Lloyd’s names
were men of considerable wealth and
influence.

9. Until greater suffrage was allowed
inthe 1830s, Parliament was openly run
for the hereditary aristocracy; men who
used their positions to pass laws for their
ownbenefit,whetherthat was legitimat-
ing their bastards or raising the price of
grainordecidingthe mostadvantageous
location of a new canal.

10.The aristocracy did not have tore-
linquish their power to continue to order
thingstotheir personaladvantage. Every
elected Member of Parliament (MP) has
toswearallegiancetothe Queeninorder
tobe ableto speak, to have an officeand
be paid.

11. The United Kingdom of which
England is the dominant nation is self-
described as a“constitutional monarchy”
eventhoughthereisno constitutionand
no current plans to adopt one. The Royal
Prerogative, a notion undefined in law
and operating without parliamentary
oversight, allows ministers, judges and
other administrators unlimited and un-
restrained use of power.

12.1n 2004, the House Select Com-
mittee on Public Administration studied
theRoyal Prerogative. Theresult was that
ministers proposed to entrench their se-
cretive powers under the Royal Preroga-
tive in the Legislative Regulatory and
Reform Bill which opponents labeled
“the Abolition of Parliament Act”

13. Crown immunity is the mecha-
nism which enables the prerogative. Itis
acceptedbythosein powerthatanything
whichis“donein the name of the Crown”
- every administrative, legislative and
judicial action - is immune from pros-
ecution. The assumption is that those
in power can do no wrong.

14. The Royal Arms in the form of
the Lion and Unicornand a motto which
proclaims Dieu et Mon Droit (french for
“God and My Right”) presided over the
Court of Appeal in Jaffray, just as they
hang behind the bench in English court-
rooms and appear on the letterheads of
the Queen’s government. This is no out-
dated and quaint symbol but a genuine
emblem of the Queen’s overarching
authority.

15. There is also a mostly hidden
motto on the Royal Arms: Honi Soit Qui

MalY Pense, which is french for“Shame
on whoever thinks evil of this. (It is my
understanding that this was originally
the motto of the Order of the Garter,
England’s most exclusive club founded
in the 1340s by Edward Ill to reward
those who had successfully perjured for
him in a crisis. He had been caught in
flagrante with a servant. Her garter was
still in his hand! CF) Ever since then
that motto pre-condemns all criticism
of the monarch.

16.Americans pledge theirallegiance
toaflagwhichrepresentsanation where
the ideal is liberty and justice for all. In
Englandeveryoneina positionofauthor-
ity pledgestheirallegiance tothe Queen,
an individual who by accident of birth
inherited unlimited powers of patronage.
NeitherParliamentnorthe Judiciary have
any restraining effect.

17.When the interests of the Queen
and any part of her elite government
are at risk, only one outcome is ac-
ceptable. Legal proceedings in English
courts are therefore driven to that
outcome by fair means or foul.

18. Criminal law (which is of little
concern to the hereditary powers) is
highly codified. Government atall levels,
however, has “codes” and “guidelines”
which can be breached freely. The
conduct of the commoner is ruthlessly
scrutinized while misconduct by their
“betters”goes unpunished. White collar
crime, with very rare exceptions, goes
untried and unpunished.

The Action

19. In the civil action in England’s
Court of Appeals in the matter of
Jaffray v The Society of Lloyd’s, the
court has found that the Lloyd’s sales
brochures used to attract investors
had misrepresented their audits as
“rigourous” and “true and fair’ The
courtfoundthatthesestatementswere
both untrue and material. The court
alsofound that Lloyd'shad“no auditat
all” Lloyd’s misled investors, creating
financial ruin for tens of thousands.
The mental and physical trauma of
this would lead to suicides and early
graves, yet the Court of Appeals,
in its great serenity, failed to hold
Lloyd’s to account.

20. In the Jaffray hearing, witnesses
could not be cross-examined because of
a perverse requirement that the cross-
examiner accept the witness statement
as true before cross-examination. This
notonlyimpedesthesearchfortruth, but
protectsanunprincipledwitnessfromthe
(however unlikely) risk of prosecution
for perjury.

21. Litigants in person were not
allowed to cross-examine witnesses at
all, a clear demonstration of unequal
treatment (in 1993-94, litigantsin person
had a 96% failure rate in the Court of
Appeals).

22.Fraudulent concealment was not
allowed to be at issue in Jaffray. The

doctrines of fraudulent concealment
and/orfraudulentnon-disclosurearenot
recognized under English law. 23. The
Jaffray appeal was not misconducted
under English law (no such thing is pos-
sible giventhe English judge’s unfettered
discretion), but English law does not rec-
ognize as its duty the delivery of justice
and remedy to victims of fraud. The Eng-
lish Court of Appeal accepted thatit had
ahigherdutytoupholdprivatelegislation
rubberstamped by Parliament.
Immunity
24.Nameswhohavesuffered damage
andlosshavebeendenied compensation
because Section 14 of the Lloyd's Act
of 1982 grants Lloyd's immunity. Self-
granted and undeserved immunity isan
almost universal characteristic of English
law. Immunity confers privilege, and
undeserved privilege is inequality.

25. Lloyd's had immunity for all acts
except intentional fraud. The authors of
the act would have known thatintent is
hard to prove and easy to deny.

26. Judges are covered by Crown
immunity in all their actions. Barris-
ters cannot be sued forincompetence.
Geoffrey Robertson QC, a barrister
with 25 years experience stated in re-
gard to this immunity (1999):"...Bar-
risters are well paid and immune to
actions for negligence... They cling
to their immunity from actions for
negligence - an unjustified privilege
which protects incompetence from
being sued”

27.Some barristers can earn as much
as £3 million ($5.4 million) in a year.
They may be highly skilled, but their
main value to clients may bein the huge
fees they charge. English courts can and
frequently do make the losing side pay
some or all of the other side’s costs. Par-
ties will settle rather than face costs that
could bankrupt them.

28.Combine the barrister'simmunity
with his wealthy client’s power of finan-
cial intimidation and there is very little
thatcan'tbe donetodestroy the chances
of any opposing party. In England,
money decides legal matters.

Failure to Prosecute for
Corruption

29. Robertson said about corrup-
tion; “ meet colleagues from other
countrieswhoare‘special prosecutors,
putting behind bars Mafia bosses and
masters of the Wall Street universe, or
whohead commissionswhich catchby
their white collars corrupt politicians
andpublicservantsand policemen.But
in Britain, you still have to be pretty
stupid to end up in prison.”

Shortage of space, alas, bars items
No. 30 through 81 of this historic
affidavit. Many of the items are bril-
liant and were excluded here only to
maintain numerical order. Seekers of
the complete affidavit can contact me
foritatTel. 312664 7651 or fogarty@
ix.netcom.com.
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porting Log

By Sean

Og. O Ceallachain

This is the time of year when coun-
ties take stock of their activities and in
some instances, address weaknesses
which arose during the playing season.
That has always been the practice in
many counties who may have been un-
happyintheir progresslevels. Thetrend
in Ireland at top level especially, is the
acquisition of a proper team manager
or coach with the Midas touch. It is
extraordinary when such anindividual
comesalongand iftsateam to heights
of greatness never previously attained.
Conversely, it doesn't follow that a
new broom will perform magically and
achieve instant success and that can
have a deflationary effect as well.

One manwho appears to have the
magic touch is Kerry’s Mick O'Dwyer
and he has a record to prove it. He
playedin 10 All-Ireland finals (includ-
ing one replay); Trainer/Manager of
Kerry senior team in 10 All-Ireland
finals (won 8); trainer of Kerry Under
21teaminfourconsecutive All-Ireland
finals, won 3 in a row, lost the fourth

by a point.He won three Kerry County
medals and a Railway Cup medal and
there is no one that | can recall could
equal or beat that record. When he
stepped down from the managersjob
aftera veryfulfilling career, he added
furtherto his laurels by taking over the
coaching of the Kildare footballers. He
led them to a Leinster crown in 1998
forthe first time since 1956 and on to
afirstever All-Ireland final appearance
since 1928. Moving on to Laois and
again success attended his coaching
efforts when Laois captured Leinster
senior honours in 2003 for the first
time since 1946.

He opted out of coaching with Laois
after they failed to advance in the All-
Ireland Quarter finals series earlier this
year. It is said that newspapers will
never refuse ink and there were many
stories doing the rounds concerning
O'Dwyer. His name was linked with a
number of counties which were all fig-
ments of the minds of young reporters.

And as the great man told me himself-
- they were amusing guesses.
Perhaps the most important stage
of his managerial life was in the 70's
which coincided withthe appointment
of Kevin Heffernan as manager of
Dublin footballers. That was to prove
one of the greatest rivalries in the
game of football. The battle between
the two coaching stalwarts helped to
revolutionise the game and it attracted
thousands to Croke Park to see the
respective counties do battle.
Football was always the winnerand
the records will show that when drawn
against each other on the occasion of
amajor test, attendance records were
broken. Every time. Not alone that,
the atmosphere, the colour, the com-
mitmentand the sheer intensity of the
contest made it an occasion not to be
missed.Therivalry stretched overaten
year period which was reckoned as the
best ten years of Gaelic football.
Heffernan retiredfrommanagership
of Dublin after the 1976 defeat of Kerry
in the All-Ireland final when the team
assembledforadinnertocelebratethat
famous victory. But the players were
shocked when Heffernan announced
hisretirementfrom office. He explained
that business pressure was the cause.
Hefound he was neglecting hisjoband
trying to cope with theteammanager’s
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role was far too demanding. Efforts to
make him change his mind fell on deaf
ears.He wasadamantthat thetime had
comeforabreak.He had accomplished
his mission. For his contribution to the
resurgence of Gaelic football in Dublin,
Kevin Heffernan was honoured as the
"Texaco” Award winner in 1974. But
he was invited back in an advisory
capacity by Tony Hanahoe.

He remained in that role until 1983
when Dublin captured the All-Ireland
title against Galway for the 21st time.
But Mick O'Dwyer still stayed at the
helmin Kerry and in 1989 completed
a remarkable -player/manager- fact
file 1953/1989 inclusive (37 years).
That record will never be surpassed.
The scene is so different nowadays.
The tenure of managers remainsat the
most twoto threeyears. The only other
exceptionis SeanBoylan who stayed as
manager of Meath forover 16 years.He
is currently the manager of the Ireland
team for the International Rules series
against Australia. Ironically, Mick
O'Dwyer, the most influential and
title-bedecked manager in the GAA
was never invited to fill the managers
role in the International series.

Atpresentmanagersarecomingand
going at GAA level and the big surprise
was the stepping down of Kerry's man-
ager Jack O'Connor and his selectors

Johnny Culloty and Ger O'Keeffe and
teamtrainer Pat Flanagan.The decision
was taken afew weeksagoandit came
asabombshelltothe countyBoardand
followers of the game. They had been
threeyearsinchargeandbroughtKerry
tothreeall-Ireland finals, winning two-
in 2004 and thisyear.Inboth years they
recorded League/All-Ireland doubles.
O’Connor is getting out on a winning
note, a rarity among GAA managers.
The last time a football manager quit
onthebackof an All-Ireland senior title
was Dublin’s Pat O'Neill, in 1995.

John Meyler has beenratified as the
new Wexford hurling manager for a
three year stint, which will be reviewed
annually-somethingwhichhasbecome
a prerequisite with County Boards at
present. In Laois, the new team boss
in football is Liam Kearns and he will
haveunder21manager SeanDempsey,
and Tommy Conroy as his selectors. In
Offaly, hurling manager John McIntyre
has appointed two of Offaly’s 1981 All-
Ireland winning team as his selectors,
Paddy Kirwan and Aidan Fogarty.

The 51,000 capacity Limerick
Gaelic Grounds is set to get Flood-
lights, pending permission from the
local County Council. The Munster
Counciland Croke Park are prepared
to contribute 750,000 Euro each
towards the cost.

Chicago Doesn’'t Have a Currach - Yet

Built of a latticework of laths,
covered with sealskin, and tarred,
Currachs have served Irish fisher-
men for centuries. Today they're
covered with canvas and painted.

And they’re notjustin Ireland
anymore! Here, they are raced by
clubs of the NACA (North Ameri-
can Currach Association). There
are clubs in Milwaukee, Albany
and Annapolis, Boston, Cleveland
and Columbus, Philadelphia and
Pittsburgh. Chicago must have a
Currach Club! We are holding an
organizational meeting Thursday,
December 7 at 7:00 PM at the

Irish American Heritage Center,
4626 N. Knox, Chicago, IL.

Remember, Saint Brendan
discovered America in a currach
[kuhr-uh].

We need strongmenand wom-
en to power the mighty currach
oars.Weneedorganizersandfund
raisers.We need cheerleaders.We
need one and all. We need you!

Contact Harry Ward at 630
469-8723 (after Oct 20 Tom
McDonnell at 847 870-7588)
or at Currach.Chicago@yahoo.
com. Visit our website: geocities.
com/currach.chicago/
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We Get Letters

Editor

The October edition celebrates an
intellectual blow with Tom Boyle’s
empty-headed ignorance in heading
afive paragraph piece on black politi-
cians and corruption, ‘Chocolate Co.
Cook! Outside any measure of liberal
political sensitivity, | am absolutely
dumb-founded that Mr. Boyle would
continueriding New Orlean Mayor Na-
gin'scomments to justify his own racist
posturing. This crap has no placein the
Irish tradition. Itisan embarrassmentto
the countless generations of ourances-
tors who fought foreign wars against
the bigotry of the British monarch. It
as well spits upon the spirit of NICRA,
and is a disgraceful slur towards the
tens of thousands of non-Irish who line
the streets at both St. Patrick parades
every year participating with genuine
enthusiasmforour cultural celebration.
/Cead mile failte/, my ass.

Additionally, thereprehensible pub-
licationin this sameissue of an obituary
fora gentleman who is very well alive
indeed is shocking. There is no excuse
in this age of mobile telephones for
failing to verify empty rumors which
have suchaterribleability to hurt those
close to the person. lam curious from
where author of this piece received his
information.

niall fennessy

niallfennessy@comcast.net

Dear Sir/Madam

Riverstown F.C. is a juvenile soc-
cer club in Glanmire, a suburb of
Cork City in the Republic of Ireland.
It was founded in 1994, (during the
World Cup in the U.S.) when a group
of us noticed that there were so many
boys and girls playing soccer in public
parks, playgrounds and streets but
had nolocal Club in which they could
play with.

So it was decided to put a team
together at Under 12 age group and
enter the Cork Schoolboys League.
Theresultwasagreatsuccessand from
then on the numbers began to grow.

Now 12 years later we have teams
playingin allage groups from Under 8
uptoUnder 18in the local leagues as
well as girls teams in the Schoolgirls
League and also a very successful Se-
niorWomen's side. Most of these teams
are playing in the Premier Divisions of
their Leagues and many of the players
and former players have gone on to
represent their county, province and
even country at various levels.

Atpresentwe haveapprox.250boys
and girls from all walks of life in our
Clubwhichisrespectedthroughoutthe
county and country.

Now you would imagine that with
this success we would have the best
of playing facilities, with our own
grounds, changing rooms etc.

Unfortunately this is not the case.
Overtheyearswe have tried onanum-
berof occasionstogetourownground
buteachtimehavebeenknockedback.
Wehavebeenletdown bylocalauthori-
ties, bad local planning and general
bureaucracy.

We have a great voluntary com-
mittee of hard working men and
women who believe in the Club and
the dream of owning our own ground,
and who keep getting back up after
each knock.

Now at last we have a chance of
purchasing some land to develop our
Clubbuthave beendealtanotherblow,
as we are unable to secure from the
financial institutions the full amount
required to attain same.

What we urgently require isa major
benefactor / sponsor who will back
our bid to achieve our goal. We are
continually going to the parents who
have always been generous but this
only succeeds in financing the yearly
expenses of the Club.

[tis with thisin mind that | am writ-
ing to youin the hope that you might
putourappeal outamongstthegeneral
Irish/ American populationand maybe
attractsomebodywhocouldandwould
be willing to help us and who might
liketoforge links with the Cluband the
community. We would do our utmost
to fulfil any obligations that such a
benefactor would ask of us.

We can be reached at the following

address:

Sean Murphy (Secretary)

122 Elmgrove Sallybrook

Glanmire, Co. Cork

Rep. of Ireland

Telephone: 00353851672857

Our website is www.riverstownfc.com

Thank you for your attention and
we appreciate any assistance you can
give us.

Yours in sport,

Eamon Breen

Honorary President

Riverstown F.C.

To the editor:

[ wish to thank your columnist, my
friend Pat Hennessy for allowing me
the unique opportunity of reading my
own obituary from this side of the vale.
And afine oneitis. The only disservice

you've done me s that, to ensure | live
up toit, | will now have to labor many
years past the 110 national games...
culture, language and song, danceand
music of the Gael”

| did try to follow your “Ar dheis
De go rainbhn an ainin” advice, and
grab a good spot at the right hand of
my maker, but was told in so many
words to:“Get the hell out of here and
don’t come back until you're called”
Instead | am proud to find myself

still here, and standing in high-class
company to boot- at the right hand of
SamLanghorne Clemens, whohad the
pleasure of replying to his obit in the
New York Journal: “The reports of my
death are greatly exaggerated.

Pat, please don't think that you may
have offended me; that’s far from the
truth. | must thank you sincerely for
the pleasure it gives this old warrior to
take part in yet another rising.

Frank O'Neill

Go°

.
Mormsing Ireg
Radio Show 4

=L
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\f it
Viekdy New! & Spotl LIVE Ireland
Mufk, Special Guel & lotl more!
Preiénted by Sean Ginnelly

The gang at Johnny O'Hagan’s held a golf tournament in early October, and raised money for charity at the same time. Once again, the group enjoyed perfect weather.
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F or The Republic

By Chris Fogarty
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AUDITORIUM THEATRE
50 E. Congress Parkway (Chicago)

2:00 PM, 7:00 PM

2007

http://gala.ncmitv.org

New Tang Dynasty TV brings the
divine beauty of the ancient East to life
with its now legendary Chinese New
Year Spectacular!

BRIy e e T i wead To bic callad -
4N L LS LY ﬂﬂ.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.ﬁ.l.l.'\.l""lI I.I.a'EI..I.I.ULH:L "
the Chinese New Year Global Gala, but 4

this year, along with a new name comes
all-new s and dances and a full, live
orchestral

This event is the fourth annual Chinese
New Year Spectacular. The first one was
hosted by 3 cities in the world, and the sec-
ond, by 7 cities. This year the celebration
expanded to 17 cities in Europe, Asia, Aus-
tralia and North America. In 2007, we will
bring the Spectacular to 25 cities world-

wide.

For one magical evening, set your worldly cares
aside and allow yourself to be transported to arealm
where the stories of honor and virtue are uplifting,
where giant drums roar like righteous thunder,
and tender fairy maidens are full of grace. At times
joyous and festive -- as with the lively rhythms of
a Mongolian plain dance - at times soulful and
poignant — as with world-class musician Xiaochun
Qi's mastery on the two-stringed Erhu - the 2007
NTDTV Chinese New Year Spectacular is a show
truly not to be missed.

) T 5‘,, e

Early

™ 30% Off

Expires 10/31/2006

/"j Order from:

ticket ntdtv.com/chicago
312-324-0298

3 2-239-0228
. Prices: ticketmaster. com/venue/37351
5123 $EE 168 4% 128 312-902-1500
Aunditorium Theatre Box Office

OperaOnline.us calls the Spectacular “a subtle
reminder of the commonality of mankind’s quest
for spirituality and goodness...A tantalizing and
fascinating evening that made me want to stay and
see more. In a word, I was simply captivated!”

For one magical evening, we invite you to be-
lieve!

“Celebrate the new year with the
people who invented it!"
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Breakfast 10-1pm

Outdoor Seating
Lunch & Dinner
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Custom Build Your SWITCHBA
Dream Home!

Homne Sites now available.

Half Irish, half C
has been a Rivs
since 1980. Ser
Bass, Smithwick
af American br
and an cutdo:
you are in the
plan your next

rred Builder:

rrdd Homes, Inc.
rerardhiomesine. com

HITTAKER WOODS GOLF COMMUNITY |
'8 Wilson Rd., New Buffalo, MI 49117 ’
v 72 miles from Chicago) -

59)469-3400

LUNC

www.golfwhittaker.com FricayF
Open Mic N
Live music ever

AT THE DEPOT

1868 Prairie S
WWW. gran



STAURAMT & PUB

“RTAINMENT - April

y 4-8 McRovers

rday 4-9 Fairlanes

)y 4-15 Selective Recall
rday 4-16 Cirrus Falcon
)y 4-22 Jammers DJ

)y 4-29 Napper Tandy
rday 4-30 TBA

)y 5-6 One World

rday 5-7 TBA

ngton Heights
/7-7733

kinnanes.com
)RPORATE PARTIES
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{EHON PUB

1 N WELLS - CHICAGO
312-642-1071

hicago.....Brehon Pub

=r North establishment
ing Harp, Guinness,

g, and an assortment
sws, Dally food specials
r patio. Join us whenever
ielghborhood or call to
ofivate party.

5943 N Northwest Hwy
T73-763-0095
Home made Comed Beef & Cabbage
& Boiled Bacon & Ham
Darts - Pool - Leagues Flat Screen TV's

Open 11 am daily
Daily Food & Drink Specials
;---------------------‘
: (| I off any item on menn with this ad ':'
L lpercustnn_lerperﬂsu !
s Ly -t

Frié 52, May12&13 The Addier's Hearh
127 Huorth Moln Siresl, South Bend, N
Coll (574 232-2E53 or mora Inie
| Fri, Moy 28  Jomeson's Iish Fub
310 E. Fourth Shrest, Wolarkeo, 18
9:00pm - Midnighl, 25 cover

SWITCHBACK

EAC.ED0.70T

Grandpa’s Place

LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS
Friday Fish Fry All You Can Eat
Open Mic Night Every Wednesday 9pm
Live music every Thursday and Saturday Night

AT THE DEPOT 847-724-1390
1868 Prairie Street, Glenview, Illinois 60025
www.grandpasatthedepot.com

Stop in or visit our website for the complete music schedule

Ipa’s Place

1 & DINNER SPECIALS

ish Fry All You Can Eat

ght Every Wednesday 9pm

y Thursday and Saturday Night
847-724-1390

reet, Glenview, lllinois 60025

dpasatthedepot.com
<ite for the comnlete miicic eschediile

Full Menu

Lunch - Dinner - Late Night
Frivats Rosms Xvallabls for Four sventy

Fob gnHx gi Deesey pok Toesdgys Spre.
Eompraic dhwear wifh Brp piiyer g bolh Dog o
Valssiines Mgy Temmlyy Febregry Lk
[l for resregiione
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Colleen Caollections of Ireland
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Juwalry

& Vils

www.collog

Wedding

‘Tiaras
Jewehry
Youls

Gl e Gl leckions oF II'E:I-'EIr'IEi Cu. Zdlway
www.collzencollections.com

YOUR DOWNTOW
AVAILABLE FOR PRI

When you think of a do

Lizzie
mcnNell

o Irish
CHICA

400 M, MeClur
312-467-1¢

Grace Oalley's

AEETAORANT-*03
Youm Soora Lone Lovar,

Nowr serving a il brmkfnst many

Priveie potty rooms available
ot proups 10-175
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CYEHY SATUROAY & SUMOIAN 8. 30p0
ISCSSIL RSO CTY W UDRICSOAN fr

Goelic Football Jerseys

CILL CHRIAFEH
KILKENKY 2 peolic

lots more unique
producis...fast

al orders shipped Prioril

Irish soccer jerseys, tradi
Irish fragrances, puzzles

www.realir

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT W
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THE
TIN

Your Local Source
For All Things
Scottish & Irish

Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
1414 N Main St Rockford, IL 61103
815/963-0270
www.tinwhistleshop.com

K.J. FLEMING'S, LTD.

and other fine Irish
products:
Nicholas Mosse Pottery,
Belleek,
Aran Sweaters,
Lambswool capes

Visit our web site
www.flemingsltd.com

1.800.553.2779

711 Main Street Lake Geneva, Wl 53147

MORTGAGES

Dan Dunton
Mortgage Consultant

State Bank of Countryside

7380 Route 83
Darien IL 60561
Phone 630-655-3113
Cell 630-209-5821
¢ No income verification loans

* 100% financing

For all your Holiday Shopping
Belleek ¢ Bridal « Crystal « Jewelry
Pottery/Ceramic
Celtic Rugs/Wall Hangings
Dolls/Toys ¢ Christening Gifts
Tapes * CD’s * Books
Tin Whistles « Stained Glass
Bodhrans ¢ Tasty Treats
Frozen Foods « Canned Haggis
560 BROADWAY « RT.12 & BROADWAY

{” : RICHMOND, IL - 815-678-4774
P www.celtichomeandhearth.com
. J

Iﬂtl .. _'l 'T".
£ ﬁﬂ#
[T,

274 Rouse Ave., Mundelein, IL 60060
Phone: 847-566-3301
www.sullivanstravels.com

LET US HELP YOU EXPERIENCE |RELAND

SELF-DRIVEN, COACH
OR CHAUFFEUR-DRIVEN

Irish Jewels Direct

Fine Quality w

from Ireland %w
www IRISHJEWELSDIRECT.com

Secure -‘Pay Pal’ friendly
on-line ordering
or call Ed Dwyer

1-773-895-1237

EEa Discounts 24/7 ! (@&
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BRACKENBOX is INDEPENDENTLY OWNED.

This means when you call you get service, chances are
you will talk to the same person every time you call. At
BRACKENBOX we would like to offer the best
service at the best price. Is that too much to ask?

B ERAEIEIN B F)

BEENE (Z/0V.[1, (N SE LS
www.brackenbox.com

773-298-9161
Fax: 773-298-1822

Dance & Mime Sho
Chicagospremieredance/theatreshop

| offering:

i dancewear, shoes,

ﬁ. costumes, make-up

~ and accessories for

f_ Women, Men,

Children and

plus sizes

Specializing in:

allet, Jazz, Flamenco,

Tap, Gymnastics, Skating,

. Lyrical and Ballroom
Alexis Frees Kiernan 312.666.4406

643 W Gra? d Ave - Chicago, IL

www.dan dmimeshop.com .

Voted Best Da Shop in Chicago Magazine

FUNERAL HOME

PeTER J. HENEGHA Nz,
Director at the Gt T

)

4,
U

A

ﬁk

=
ks
I,
S 2y, o,
L@
~ 0
I ff{ A
“roreorpraeet

Al e 3
I ] A &
R e N
S] ] ert N o
if e 1 4 &mﬁvp o
e, S MBE e

i (U
Funeral Home /i e Ucceoncceces ™
&

&
“A Funeral Home
In A Garden Setting”
Suburban Chicago
(847)823-6540  (773) 63L-1240
6754 Northwest Highway

Avne's Irish Kpits

Elin, Leded cinmmes
PR p———
:I:.‘J_.iu: Liered Inxaici
| e edixmiocin.

Laey: ——

B847-998-8426

emol ormerCkE oS cComonSinet

Anne’s Irish Knits

Hand knir swearem fior

e 1 MM, Wimen. & chi

W | Ladies cashmere & wnel

apes, juckens, skins,

Trith linen. dr=sses
e RCCESIIES

e
LOTS OF GREAT BARGAING

ja2 Maw 5., Evansron

847-710-1026

email: annem deswe @ comcast.net

ENTERTAINERS
7

Joe Monahan Singer/Guitarist
Irish Ballads For Any Occasion
Look for new CD, ‘Stories to Tell’
708.633.9088 or

\_ E-Mail at joemona@aol.com

"HLs singing s payw,
WEET ami

sipremely emobne"
Bl Srrunmin

Irish Muasic CIs
Weddingn
Feativals

Private Parlias

sondaet 1
gavincoyle com

Gavin Coyle

Lriah Surager




