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Martin Fahey hosts

Ireland On Parade
March 8-16 …see page 24

Chicago Irish: 
Terry O’Brien, (r) President of the 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District, wife Julie and sons 
Kevin (far left) and Patrick and 
daughter Therrese.    …page 31
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Chieftains
THE

S Y M P H O N Y C E N T E R P R E S E N T S

Celebrate 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

early!

at SYMPHONY CENTER • 220 SOUTH MICHIGAN AVENUE • CHICAGO

312-294-3000
www.cso.org

Artists, prices, and programs subject to change.

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 
a little early with a rousing 

performance by the Grammy®

Award-winning Chieftains. 
Their annual Chicago 

appearance brings 
the warmth of an Irish pub 

to Orchestra Hall with ancient 
Irish melodies, lively dancing, 

and craic—the Irish word 
for great fun.

FRIDAY, MARCH 3, 8:00
Tickets start at just $25!
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www.euroshippers.com
Can Assist in Clearing Irish Customs Call:

708-233-6780      Fax 708-233-1988
Euro-ShippErS 7667 W. 95th St, Suite 308 , Hickory Hills, IL 60457

From Minimum Shipments to 20 & 40 Foot Containers & Automobiles
Weekly service to Dublin • Factory Converted Appliances Available

reloCAtion speCiAlists bACk to irelAnD • FlAt rAtes • Free estimAtes

Or Anywhere! - Air or Sea - Domestic or International
(Can ship From Any U.s. Zip Code)

SHIPPING TO AND FROM IRELAND!!!
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PERIODICAL

Minister Ahern announced funding of over 
EUR1.1million for Reconciliation Groups

The Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs, Mr. Dermot Ahern T.D., an-
nounced the allocation of grants 
totaling EUR1,113,250 from the 
Department of Foreign Affairs’ 
Reconciliation Fund. These grants 
are being made to 42 groups 
involved in a wide-range of cross-
community and cross-border out-
reach and reconciliation work.

The Reconciliation Fund was 
established in the Department of 
Foreign Affairs in 1982 and pro-
vides assistance to organizations 
involved in reconciliation work 
to create a better understanding 
between people on the island of 
Ireland and between Ireland and 
Britain.  Since 1999, the De-
partment of Foreign Affairs has 
awarded grants of approximately 
EUR17.5 million to over 500 
groups involved in a wide range of 
cross-community and cross-border 
reconciliation activities. The grants 
recently announced are the second 
tranche of the overall allocation of 
EUR2.6million for 2005.  

Mr. Dermot Ahern T.D., also 
announced grants exceeding 
EUR600,000 to organizations 
that provide support and advisory 
services to Irish emigrants in Brit-
ain, Australia and Canada.

Government funding for emi-
grant services continues to rise 
signif icantly. In 2005 Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs funding 
in this area reached EUR8.273 
million, representing an increase 
of 63% on 2004. Most of this 
allocation (EUR7.06 million) 
has been distributed in grants to 
groups in Britain, with the rest 
being directed to groups in the 
US, Australia and Ireland. In 2006 
the funding for emigrant services 
will reach EUR12 million, rep-
resenting an increase of 45% on 
2005.  This amount is twelve times 
greater than the amount allocated 
in 1997. 

Funding supports the delivery 
of advice and information to Irish 
emigrants provided by a wide 
range of community care organi-
zations. The network of Embassies 
and Consulates maintain very 
close contact with our emigrant 
communities. The establishment 
within the Department of Foreign 
Affairs last year of a dedicated 
unit - the Irish Abroad Unit - that 
is focused entirely on matters 
relating to our emigrants has 
further enhanced the Department 
of Foreign Affairs’ capacity and 
effectiveness in this area.

Britain Withdraws 
OTR Bill In Its Entirety 

Northern Ireland Secretary Pe-
ter Hain said the British govern-
ment’s controversial proposals on 
paramilitary fugitives are being 
withdrawn. 

The legislation would have 
seen those accused of paramilitary 
crimes before 1998 appear in front 
of a special tribunal, then be freed 
on license. The scrapped British 
government plans for “on-the-runs” 
covered up to 150 people wanted for 
crimes committed before 1998.

All the major political parties in 
Northern Ireland rejected the leg-
islation. Republicans had objected 
to the inclusion of British security 
force members, which the legisla-
tion had inserted in the scheme.

The Pat Finucane Centre (PFC), 
Relatives for Justice, Justice for 
the Forgotten, CAJ, British Irish 
Rights Watch and the Human 
Rights Commission said that any 
truth recovery mechanism had two 
requirements; 1) the process must 
be internationalized (the British 
Government is party to the conflict 
and cannot define the mechanisms) 
and 2) the process must be victim 
centered and allow for information 
to be supplied to families. The 
PFC welcomed the fact that this 
legislation has been withdrawn and 
called on the British Government 
to engage “in a genuine consulta-
tion on the way forward bearing in 
mind international standards for 
truth recovery processes”.

Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams 
said the decision by Peter Hain to 
withdraw the “on-the-run” bill 
proved it had been unacceptable.

The Irish American Informa-
tion Service is a non-profit orga-
nization providing up-to-the-min-
ute political news from Ireland 
to the world. The IAIS is funded 
entirely by your contributions. 
Please send your tax-deductible 
contributions to IAIS at the 907 
F St NE, Washington DC 20002. 
You can visit us on the Web at 
http://www.iais.org

Kelly addresses conference on policing 
and justice 

Sinn Fein today indicated it 
was ready to end its boycott of 
Northern Ireland’s police ser-
vice once further reforms are 
achieved. Senior party negotia-
tor Gerry Kelly told supporters 
in Belfast that a new polic-
ing situation was possible and 
urged them to be ready to make 
some big decisions. Sinn Fein 
has been demanding more re-
forms to policing, one of the key 
strands in the Northern Ireland 
political process.  Pointing to 
the recent Stormontgate fiasco, 
Sinn Fein said elements within 
the police force are still waging 
a dirty tricks campaign against 
republicans. Any deal to restore 
the collapsed power-sharing 
Government at Stormont would 
involve reaching a settlement 
on the issue, with calls for po-
licing and justice powers to be 
transferred from Westminster to 
Belfast. The party has refused to 
recommend the Police Service 
of Northern Ireland as a career 

for nationalists or take its seats 
on the authority which is intend-
ed to hold the force to account.

But Mr. Kelly told an all-Ire-
land conference on policing and 
justice: “In the poisoned atmo-
sphere created by political polic-
ing ... the question is, is it pos-
sible to achieve a new policing 
dispensation. The answer to that 
is yes.” “As political activists we 
must think strategically, debate 
strategically and decide what is 
best for our party, for the cause 
we represent and most important-
ly for the people we represent. We 
must do that in partnership and in 
dialogue with our community.”

The Irish American Infor-
mation Service is a non-profit 
organization providing up-to-
the-minute political news from 
Ireland to the world. The IAIS 
is funded entirely by your con-
tributions. Please send your tax-
deductible contributions to IAIS 
at the 907 F St NE, Washington 
DC 20002. You can visit us on 
the Web at http://www.iais.org.

American Irish Media Group 
expanding into New York

For those of you trying to reach the American-irish 
marketplace, The American Irish Media Group has made it 
easier than ever. We now offer seven regional Irish-Ameri-
can newspapers and one national newspaper.

Now, your advertisement can be placed in all papers with 
only one ad buy. You tell us when and we do the rest.

Editorial that is national or international in scope can be 
considered the same way. While there is no guarantee that 
your editorial will appear in all papers, we will certainly 
diseminate it for you. Advertisers who place editorial with 
our group will be considered first.

The papers covering the United States from coast-to-
coast include: The San Francisco Irish Herald, The Los 
Angeles Irish Herald, The Irish Gazette (Minneapolis), Irish 
American News (Chicago), The Irish Edition (Philadelphia), 
The Irish Emigrant (Boston), The Irish Emigrant New York, 
and The Ancient Order fo Hibernians (National).

Rates and information can be found on the web at: www.
americanirishmedia.com or by calling 708-445-0700.
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T R I N I T Y
ORTHOPAEDICS

"Quality, Timely and 
Compassionate

Orthopaedic Care"

Cornerstone Medical Building
2001 Wiesbrook Road

Wheaton, Il 60187
630 510-7666

Joseph C. Sheehan, M.D.
Victor M. Romano, M.D.
Gregory E. Crovetti, M.D.
Steven W. Miller, D.P.M.

We specialize in Joint Replacement, 
Sports Medicine, Podiatric Surgery and 
Work Related Injuries.
Our physicians are trained in Minimally 
Invasive Surgical Procedures (MIS) 
and  Cartilage Restoration.
Our Physical Therapists and Athletic 
Trainers are specialists in providing 
manual therapy, strength and conditioning 
programs and orthopaedic rehabilitation.

1 Erie Court
Suite 7120

Oak Park, Il 60302
708 848-4662

Trinity Orthopaedics

Member: American Academy of 
             Orthopaedic Surgeons

inker’s 
Dam

by Fr. Kevin O’Neill Shanley

T
Benjamin Franklin Was
A Good Friend To American Catholics
Introduction

As the U.S., France, and other na-
tions join in 2006 to celebrate the 
300th birthday of one of  America’s 
most amazing citizens, Benjamin 
Franklin, it is a good time to reflect on 
his great and good accomplishments. 
His lifespan, from Jan 17, 1706 in 
Boston to his death on Apr 17, 1790 in 
Philadelphia, is one of extraordinary 
and bountiful gifts used for the good 
of so many. He seemed to be almost 
universal in what he did in so many 
fields of human endeavor.

Even today he is well remembered 
with his portrait engraved on the $l00 
bill of American currency, in Ben 
Franklin stoves and other inventions 
such as the lightening rods, a chain of 
department stores, many savings and 
loan banks, “Poor Richard’s Almanac, 
and his many other contributions to 
our American way of life. The U.S. is 
indebted to this great man in so many 
ways.

But perhaps his most significant 
accomplishments were in the fields 
of politics and diplomacy. His great 
contrib utions towards the founding 
of the American Republic, and espe-
cially his years of diplomatic endeav-
ors as ambassador to France to obtain 
aid for our beleaguered nation during 
the Revolutionary War, give him an 

honored place among our Founding 
Fathers.
Irish Catholic  Connections

But an often overlooked 
facet in Franklin’s life 
was his connection 
with the Irish Cath-
olics in America, 
especially the 
Carroll Family 
of the Maryland 
Colony, in par-
ticular Fr. John 
Carroll and 
Charles Carroll 
of Carrollton.

In 1776 the 
Continental Con-
gress authorized a 
mission to the Prov-
ince of Quebec in Canada 
to enlist the aid of the French-
Canadians against the British in our 
Revolutionary War. Franklin was one 
of the leaders of the mission, along 
with statesman Samuel Chase. At the 
suggestion of Franklin, the Continen-
tal Congress added two Irish Catholics 
to the group to help persuade their fel-
low religionists in Canada to join the 
American cause for freedom from 
England. The two were Charles Car-
ro1l of Carrollton in Maryland, a sign-
er of the Declaration of Independence, 

and his cousin Fr. John Carroll who 
had recently returned from Europe.

The French-Canadians had been 
vanquished in the French and Indian 
Wars (1754-60), and in 1763 signed a 
treaty to give the Quebec homeland to 
the British. And in the Quebec Act that 
followed, the British Parliament grant-
ed religious freedom to all Canadians, 
especially those of French descent.

These factors, plus the decidedly 
anti-Catholic prejudice of the Ameri-
can colonists, doomed the Canadian 
Mission to failure. And subsequent 

invasions of Quebec by the Conti-
nental Army proved equally 

futile, The Catholics in 
Quebec did not wish to 

trade their religious 
freedom for pos-
sible anti-Catholic 
prejudice from the 
Americans. They 
1istened to the 
words of Fr. John 
Carroll, Charles 
Carroll, Benjamin 
Franklin and the 

other members of 
the American delega-

tion, but declined to 
join the American cause.

Franklin’s Illness
During the mission, however, 

Franklin became seriously ill and 
was forced to return to Philadelphia. 
Fr. Carroll, who had been shunned by 
the French priests of Quebec and their 
bishop, volunteered to accompany 
Franklin on the long and arduous jour-
ney back to Philadelpia.

In spite of the failure of the mis-
sion to Canada, Franklin was greatly 
impressed by Fr. Carroll’s intelligence, 
sincerity and caring concern. So im-
pressed by the priest’s “friendly as-

sistance and tender care,” as he stated, 
Franklin developed a friendly and sin-
cere regard for Fr. Carroll and Catho-
lics in general, and later supported 
them in their efforts to gain religious 
freedom in the new American nation.
Franklin the Ambassador

Although Franklin was actually nei-
ther a Puritan in his native Boston, or 
a Quaker in his adopted Philadelphia, 
he could be understood as a Deist who 
believed in an Almighty God. Frank-
lin had a brilliant mind but was not 
merely an intellectual. He is consid-
ered by many to have been an ardent 
populist with an unwavering and prag-
matic faith in the innate wisdom of his 
fellow American citizens, and wanted 
both political and religious freedom 
for all in the new American nation. 

Franklin’s mission to France is con-
sidered by many scholars as among 
his greatest accomplishments in his 
long and fruitful life, even more than 
founding the U.S. Post Office.

It was in France that Franklin met 
the Vatican ambassador to that na-
tion. When that ambassador asked 
Franklin’s opinion as to what Catholic 
priest should be chosen to head the 
Catholic Church in the new American 
Repub1ic, the elder statesman insisted 
that there was only one candidate for 
the position: Fr. John Carroll.

It was on June 9, 1784 that Fr. Car-
roll was chosen as “head of the mis-
sions in the provinces... of the United 
States” by his fellow clergy.

And in 1788, the Vatican decided 
to establish the first diocese in the 
new American Repub1ic. And in the 
Fall of the following year, Pope Pius 
VI appointed Fr. Carroll as bishop of 
the newly-created Diocese of Balti-
more, Md.

Most historians agree that the then 

Celtic Internet Radio Show Gaining 
International Popularity

Celtic Rock has not been a surprise 
to most of the music media however, 
Paddy Rock Radio has been bringing 
listeners traditional Irish tunes and mix-
ing them together with Irish-American 
rock/punk bands. For the past 5 years 
paddyrock.com has developed the larg-
est international audience within this 
genre and provides the best in Celtic 
Rock & Punk by means of streaming 
audio with use of the Real Audio 
player. Resident DJ and Owner John 
Bowles explains, “We are playing great 
bands from Canada, Norway, Australia, 
Germany, Ireland, and throughout the 
US all on one show... and they are all 
playing amazing jigs, reels, and some 
of the best Celtic Rock!”

John Bowles started a regional 
web based radio show when going to 
college for web design in 2000 with 
One Kind Radio Music Network. The 
OKRMN, onekindradio.com, is a mu-

sic network that provides the Chicago 
area the best in independent music that 
wasn’t receiving airplay on the FM dial 
regionally. To John Bowles surprise, “in 
2005 our audience had gone from 140 
hits a day to our numbers for Decem-
ber at almost 3000 hits a day.” Paddy 
Rock Radio is gaining more national 
and international fans every day, and 
businesses are also lining up to be the 
shows sponsor. John Bowles went on to 
say, “With just having a small Internet 
based show, to now receiving ‘Thank 
You’s’ from fans in pubs and restaurants 
of whom I’ve never met before... the 
sky is the limit on when this show will 
become a full time job for me on satel-
lite radio or something.”

For more information please contact 
John Bowles at John Bowles c/o Paddy 
Rock Radio, P.O. Box 127, Hobart, IN 
46342  jbowles@onekindradio.com  
(219)308-0995

first U.S. Postmaster General Benja-
min Franklin heartily endorsed the ap-
pointment and wished religious free-
dom to all Catholics in America.

It was fortunate for Bishop John 
Carroll and his fe1low Catholics that 
Benjamin Frank1in never forgot the 
kindness and help he received on the 
long and arduous journey from Que-
bec to Philadelphia in l776

Murphy's Irish Pub & Restaurant
Located in Palos Country Club
13100 Southwest Hwy
Orland Park IL
708-448-6550

Enjoy an authentic Irish Pub setting
with a spectacular golf course view

Traditional
Irish Music
every Friday night

Ask about our Super Bowl party!

• Thursday & Fridays Live Entertainment
• Tuesday Nights Ladies Night

Join us in March
for our 1st Annual

St Patrick's Day bash

On-line Celtic Rock
Paddy Rock Radio is a Celtic 

Rock & Punk webradio show that 
plays Celtic Punk, Rock, and every-
thing else in between to an interna-
tional audience every week with the 
Celtic Rockin’ DJ John Bowles. 

 Paddy Rock Radio started on 
June 1, 2000 as a means to promote 
Irish music ignored by the FM dial 
in the Chicagoland area.

 With over 1000 listener hits each 
day tuning each day and 30, 000 each 
month to catch this show. 

You have to endure a couple of 
ads, but the music is free to listen to. 
Anything you hear can be purchased 
online.

Go to www.paddyrock.com.
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h Mike Houlihan 

ooliganism

 

  

  

Call Mary Today! 
847-825-7615

229 N Northwest Highway, Park Ridge

Cuts  Foil Highlights
Color  Waxing
Perms Gifts/Jewelry

Appearances

The handsome young actor trotted 
through the falling snow on 49th Street in 
Manhattan and into St. Malachy’s Catho-
lic church. In Gotham it was known as 
the “actors chapel”. The dashing gentle-
man thespian had been married there 
only a few years before this visit. 

Our hero was out of work and had 
a wife and two kids at home to feed, 
clothe, and educate. He was up against 
it financially and he was once again 
questioning the wisdom of his career 
choice in show biz. He was tapioca. 

He entered the vestibule and shook 
the snow from his rugged shoulders 

as he doffed his cap. It was a dark 
winter afternoon and there were about 
ten people scattered through the pews 
praying. The church was warm and 
welcoming, a refuge.  A homeless guy 
slept in a pew in front of the statue of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The actor slid onto a kneeler and 
made himself comfortable. He was 
about to engage God in a serious con-
versation about his future, direction, 
and salvation. He folded his hands in 
prayer and asked, “Why can’t I make 
any money in show biz, God?”

The homeless guy snorted in his 

sleep a few pews away. The actor looked 
at him thinking, “That guy was probably 
once a great Shakespearian actor!”

The homeless fella farted and 
smacked his lips in his sleep, “Ahh 
forsooth.”

Our hero glanced back to the cruci-
fix and thanked the Lord for the gift of 
laughter. He looked down into the pew 
in front of him and saw a small piece of 
paper lying out on the wooden seat. He 
picked it up and read the prayer. 
The Never Fail Novena

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
praised, adored, and glorified now and 
forever throughout the whole world. 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus I put my 
trust in you. Holy Mary, mother of 
Jesus, pray for me. St. Theresa, child of 
Jesus, pray for me. St. Jude, Helper of 
Hopeless Cases, pray for me and grant 
this favor I ask. 
Underneath the prayer was the follow-
ing notation:

Say this prayer nine times a day for 
nine days and publish. It has NEVER 
known to fail. J.S. 

The young man looked around for 
whoever left the message. Nobody 
was paying any attention, the rest of 
them transfixed in their own reverie. 
Who was J. S? And what do they 
mean by “publish”?

Could whomever left this message 
on the pew consider that “publishing”? 
Well, actually it was in a way. The mes-
sage had found it’s way to the young 
man and he was reading it. 

Over the next nine days he carried 
the novena in his pocket and spoke the 
prayer in silence along with his request. 
He wasn’t asking to win the lottery. He 
just wanted to find his way. 

Pretty soon he had it memorized 
and could be seen mumbling the Never 
Fail Novena as he nursed a beer in his 
favorite Ninth Avenue bar. 

He made copies of the prayer and 
left them in the pews of St. Malachy’s.  
Those nine days soon turned into ninety, 
then nine years and then nineteen. He 
had survived and his family thrived. The 
Never Fail Novena wasn’t said every day, 
it was only pulled out for nine day mara-
thons when things began to look grim; 
when the tapioca got really lumpy. 

He often wondered, “Who is J.S.?” 
and conjectured that maybe it was 
St. Jude.” Maybe his last name was 
Sullivan?”

St. Jude supposedly became the pa-
tron saint of hopeless cases because so 
many folks were confused by his name, 
it sounded too much like Judas. So no-
body wanted to pray to dread Judas and 
just to be on the safe side, they didn’t 
bother with Jude either. So he beefed to 
God, “What’s the point of been’ a saint 
if nobody asks me for help?”

God said, “You are hopeless. Hey, 
that’s it; you can be the patron saint of all 
the hopeless cases, the long shots. And 
I’ll throw in patron saint of cops too!”

God and Saint Jude then cooked up 
the Never Fail Novena for those long 
shot sinners. God said, “We’ll make it 
pay off in nine days!’

Jude looked at the prayer and said to 
God, “Who is J.S.? John Smith?”

God said, “Just Somebody.”
The Never Fail Novena never fails 

to test your faith. The blessings you 
receive are in direct proportion to your 
belief. Put Jesus, his blessed mother, St. 
Theresa and St. Jude on your bench and 
your gonna have a pretty good fourth 
quarter, no matter what the game. 

The actor and his family continued 
to thrive. He kept the Never Fail Novena 
as the mightiest arrow in his quiver as 
he aged. He eventually published it 
officially in an Irish newspaper years 
later. It has never failed him. 

Just somebody is spreading the word. 
Check it out, The Never Fail Novena 
pays off in nine days. 

Mike Houlihan is currently in pre-
production on his film “Tapioca”. For 
more information go to www.mike-
houlihan.com.

New Face in Irish Radio
The Good Morning Ireland radio 

show was founded by John Gurhy over 
five years ago to highlight issues of 
importance to the Chicago Irish Com-
munity and to help Irish people living 

in Chicago keep in touch with news and 
sporting events back home. Recently 
John moved back to his native Sligo 
after a 19 year stint in the U.S. but the 
radio show he founded continues to air 
with a new host Sean Ginnelly, a native 
of Castlebar, Co. Mayo, on Saturdays 
1-3pm on 1450 AM WCEV.

The Good Morning Ireland show’s 
format which includes a mixture of 
news, sports, music and more remains 
intact. Our motto is  “Don’t mess with 
success”. Eileen Magnier reports the 
news LIVE from Ireland each week. 
Covering all major sporting events, 
Tommy Marren provides a LIVE weekly 
update on all sporting matters from 
Ireland. Tune in for all that days results 

from cross channel soccer! The show 
also features a wide selection of music 
from all facets of Irish music. There’s a 
good collection of music and requests 
from listeners is not only welcomed 

– it’s encouraged. If there’s something 

you’d like to hear, chances are we’ll have 
it and if we don’t we’ll definitely make 
a good stab at trying to get our hands 
on it for the next show. Our goal is to 
strike a balance by providing a good mix 
of news, sports, music and other issues 
of topical interest, while keeping the 
content interesting, relevant, beneficial 
and of course entertaining!

The show is currently looking for 
new advertisers and sponsorship. If you 
would like to become an advertiser or 
sponsor in any shape or form, contact 
Sean at irishradio1450@yahoo.com or 
call 224-715-8292.

The Studio line is 773-777-1450 and 
the show airs on Saturdays 1-3pm on 
1450 AM WCEV
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BROYLES LAW OFFICE
ImmIgratIon and natIonalIty law

3435 North Sheffield Avenue, Suite 206
Chicago, IL 60657

tel  773.348.3101       Fax   773.348.3181 
beth@broyleslawoff ice.com
www.broyleslawoff ice.com

Experienced attorney providing
quality representation at competitive prices

For The FinesT in Dining Try

AsHford House
restAurAnt

4701 West 63rd street ChiCago

773.767.4353
7959 West 159th street Tinley Park

708.633.7500

MaDe Fresh Daily:
irish sausage

BlaCk PuDDing

WhiTe PuDDing

soDa BreaD

BaCon 
Corn BeeF

sMoke BuTTs

Full line oF

imported Foods

*****************
Product Available

at Fine Irish Shops
All Over Chicagoland

WE SHIP UPS
anywhere in the U.S.

Making Fine irish sausage For over 40 years!

7959 West 159th street Tinley Park

708.633.7600
WWW.WinsTonsMarkeT.CoM

For The very BesT in irish Cuisine

sTeaks • ChoPs • PasTa

Winstons

Remembering the Hunger Strike
By Bill Chambers

“If they aren’t able to destroy the de-
sire for freedom, they won’t break you. 
They won’t break me because the desire 
for freedom and the freedom of the Irish 
people is in my heart. The day will dawn 
when all the people of Ireland will have 
the desire for freedom to show. It is then 
we’ll see the rising of the moon.”  

Bobby Sands’ last journal entry 
3/17/81

The Irish Republican hunger strike 
ended twenty-five years ago this year, af-
ter ten hunger strikers died in Long Kesh. 
Resistance had begun four-and-a-half 
years earlier when the British govern-
ment ended special category status for 
the Republican prisoners in an attempt to 
strip them of their political standing and 
treat them as ordinary criminals.

On September 15, 1976, Kieran 
Nugent was the first prisoner sentenced 
under this new regimen. Kieran refused 
to wear prison clothes  Instead he chose 
a blanket, thereby launching the “blan-
ket protest” that was to involve over 
300 prisoners in Long Kesh and in the 
Armagh women’s jail.

A first hunger strike by twenty-three 
prisoners, begun in October of 1980, 
was called off after fifty-three days 
because the strikers believed the British 
had agreed to their demands. In actuality, 
the British reneged on the agreement 
with the strikers to supply them their 
own clothes, one of their key demands.

The second and final hunger strike, 
led by Bobby Sands, began on March 1, 
1981, (the fifth anniversary of the ending 
of special category status) with this state-
ment from the Republican prisoners:

“We, the Republican Prisoners of 
War in the H-Blocks, Long Kesh, de-
mand, as of right, political recognition 
and that we be accorded the status of 
political prisoners. We claim this right 
as captured combatants in the continu-
ing struggle for national liberation and 
self-determination. We refute most 

strongly the tag of ‘criminal’ with 
which the British have attempted to 
label us and our struggle, and we point 
to the divisive partitionist institutions 
of the six counties as the 
sole criminal aspect of 
the current struggle....”

The  Republ i can 
prisoners had five de-
mands:
1. The right not to wear 
a prison uniform
2. The right not to do 
prison work
3. The right of free as-
sociation with other 
prisoners
4. The right to organize 
their own educational 
and recreational facili-
ties
5. The right to one visit, 
one letter and one parcel 
per week

In the end, these 
simple demands would 

prove too much for the British to con-
cede - until three days after the strike had 
ended and ten men had lost their lives.

On April 9, 1981, Frank Maguire, 
then Independent Member of Parliament 
for Fermanagh / South Tyrone, died.  
Bobby Sands’ election to replace him as 
MP representing the National H-Block 
Committee was a stunning defeat to 
the British criminalization policy, with 
which they had hoped to separate the 
Irish Republicans from the support of 
their community. Two months later, the 
British response to this stunning defeat 
was to publish proposals to change the 
Representation of the People Act mak-
ing it impossible for prisoners to stand 
as candidates for election to Parliament. 
However, in the south of Ireland on June 
11, nine prisoners stood in the general 
election. Paddy Agnew in Louth, and 
Kieran Doherty in Cavan/Monaghan, 
were elected to the Dail.

With the momentum of an interna-
tional solidarity movement that only 
accelerated upon Bobby Sands’ death 
on May 5, 1981 (that saw more over 
100,000 people in Belfast), there were 

protests around the world during the 
hunger strike. Supporters of Republi-
can prisoner rights burned down the 
British Embassy in Dublin, dockwork-
ers in Boston refused to load British 
ships, and activists in Chicago replaced 
the British flag over the consulate with 
the Tri-Color, in the dead of night.

Months passed. Ultimately, nine 
more brave prisoners proudly suc-
cumbed to the same painful death, 
shored up by support from their fami-
lies and communities:
Francis Hughes   May 12, 1981
Patsy O’Hara   May 21, 1981
Raymond McCreesh  May 21, 1981
Joe McDonnell   July 8, 1981
Martin Hurson   July 13, 1981
Kevin Lynch   August 1, 1981
Kieran Doherty   August 2, 1981
Tom McElwee   August 8, 1981
Micky Devine   August 20, 1981

All came to an end on October 3, 
1981, with six men still on strike, certain 
their families would request medical 
intervention to save them.  The last 
statement of the Republican prisoners 
described a world where many had 
failed them. As expected, the British 
government refused their demands 

– Maggie Thatcher’s government only 
repeating in actions her words of “crime 
is crime is crime, it is not political.”

The strikers expected at least some 
support from the Irish establishment. 

Instead they found none:
“Another facet of this hunger strike 

was to expertly expose the true face of 
the present Irish Establishment, consist-
ing of the Catholic Church, the Dublin 
government and the SDLP.”

Groups responsible for human rights 
- the International Red Cross and the Eu-
ropean Commission on Human Rights 

- could not or would not stop ten men 
from dying and the very basic prisoner 
demands from being denied. But one 
group had not failed them: the people 
of Ireland and their supporters around 
the world. After all, Bobby Sands had 
been elected MP. When Owen Carron, 
his campaign manager, was elected to 
replace him after his death, he received 
even more votes. With this election, Sinn 
Fein began a long series of election vic-
tories that would bring them to the door 
of that same Dublin government that had 
not found the spirit to support the hunger 
strikers twenty-five years earlier.

The inexorable movement toward 
a united Ireland had been launched in 
that darkest hour when the Republican 
prisoners called off their strike after ten 
of their comrades had died. At that mo-
ment the new line of Irish heroes was 
created – extending from Emmet, Wolf 
Tone, Pearse, and Connolly – our Irish 
patriot dead who will not be at peace 
until the Irish people once again have 
that desire for freedom.

This is the first in a monthly series of articles commemorating the 25th 
anniversary of the hunger strike.  Next month’s article will include a 
review of the new biography of Bobby Sands, by Denis O’Hearn, Nothing 
but an Unfinished Song: Bobby Sands, the Irish Hunger Striker Who 
Ignited a Generation, and will also cover the impact of the hunger 
strike on Irish politics – from the growth of Sinn Fein after Bobby Sands 
election, to the IRA cessation of activity and the struggle to restart the 
Good Friday Agreement institutions in the north.
In coming months, other articles will cover the relevance of the hunger 
strike to current events in U.S. politics (the US/UK extradition treaty, 
new immigration laws, treatment of political prisoners, ex-prisoners 
prevented from visiting the U.S., and the active Irish-American 
deportations cases); interviews with activists at the protests in the U.S. 
during the hunger strike; profiles of the hunger strikers themselves; 
and coverage of commemorations in Chicago (the Irish Northern Aid 
commemoration for Bobby Sands in May, the national convention in 
September of the Irish American Unity Conference centered on the 
hunger strike and its aftermath, and the city-wide commemoration in 
the fall).
There was a time when heroes gave birth to new nations. In our current 
climate of political prisoners often being nameless, faceless, and locked 
away in secret prisons, this series will again give these Irish heroes 
names, faces, and histories. The year 2006 will be when the Irish around 
the world have the opportunity to bring about what Bobby Sands hoped 
for - the rising of the moon.
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“Ireland has come into the modern 
world, and the world has come into 
Ireland.”

LAST OF THE DONKEY PIL-
GRIMS by Kevin O’Hara. Tom Doherty 
Associates/ Forge/ 212-388-0100: New 
York, 2004. 431 pages, $14.95

“Ireland has become a different place 
in less than twenty-five years…Why it’s 
gone from farmland to teachnoland in 
one quantum leap…”

Kevin O’Hara, leading a donkey and 
cart, walked around Ireland.  He fol-

lowed the coast of Ireland and traveled 
the 1,800 miles in one year.

The people he met were friendly, 
generous, helpful and encouraging.  
This was true both in the Irish Republic, 
as well as in Northern Ireland.  And 
despite the troubles there, the Northern 
police were kindly.

Even though he traveled through big 
cities, most of his travels were in rural 
areas.  Most of the people he met were 
country people who advised him how 
to care for his donkey; explained local 

places of interest and gave him health 
advice and herbal cures.  He visited 
holy wells and saw a way of life that 
is all but gone.  

As a young man, I visited Ireland 
in the 1970’s.  I saw a fraction of what 
he saw, but I’m grateful for even this 
glimpse of traditional Ireland. 

O’Hara’s was, and is, an extraor-
dinary achievement. The writing in 
this book, published in 2004, is witty, 
whimsical and charming.  It shows 
O’Hara’s sharp observation and love 
for the people he meets. 

In 2003, as he was writing this book, 
his aunt told him: “Just go writing how 
you…were blessed to see the curtain fall 
on Old Ireland, and that you’ll never for-
get the kindness of the people, and hope 
their generosity…never leaves them.”

These quotes illustrate Ireland, “A 
farmer in Donegal told me that as a 
boy there were still hiring days near 
Letterkenny.”

“Every May and November they held 
what they called ‘Rabble Days’ when 
rich Protestant farmers would hire out 
Catholic children for half a year.”

“Think of it, sending your children, 
some no more than ten years of age, 
without any contact or resource for mal-
treatment.  The children would return 
home after six hard months with barely 
enough money to see their impoverished 
families through the high rents and harsh 
winter.  A hard lot, wasn’t it?”

The basis of all modern copyright 
law is the decision of an Irish king about 

copying a book: “To every cow, her calf; 
to every book, its copy.”

About this the Donegal farmer said: 
the abiding power of the book goes way 
back in Ireland.  Always tangles up in 
politics, too, from the time the poets sat 
at the right hand of the ancient kings 
and the wealth of monasteries poured 
into volumes like the Book of Kells.”

While researching her Irish ances-
tors, the author found documents that 

showed “In 1891 five cows belonging 
to my grandmother’s brother were taken 
from him when he couldn’t pay the 
thirteen pounds owed in back rent. [Her 
cousin] wasn’t surprised to hear this, for 
that’s how life was under English rule.”

Finding My Irish by Sharon Shea 
Bossard. Shea Publication, 847-540-
0809: Lake Zurich, IL, 2005. 305 
pages, $19.95

The author, Sharon Shea Bossard, 
grew up in the late 1940’s and during 
the 1950’s. Unfortunately hers was not 
a warm family.

Her Irish American father was 
distant and uncommunicative. Her 
Irish American mother sang faux Irish 
songs around St. Patrick’s Day. And 
throughout the year cautioned her 
children to be wary and careful when 
their relatives visited.  As a result, the 
adult author knew almost nothing of 
her Irish heritage. 

Nevertheless, she felt an emotional 
void about her Irishness.  She resolved 
to find out as much as she could about 
her Irish ancestors.

The first half of the book is about 
that search. This will delight gene-
alogists. The second half is about the 
ancestors she discovers in her research 
and about why they came here and 
about their lives of quiet drama.

Sharon Shea Bossard supplies two 
pages of sources.  Her research was 
exhaustive and meticulous.

To make the book even more realistic, 
she supplies dialogue of ancestors – as 
they probably would have spoken. But 
this is in modern American English.

She describes how young Irish men 
and women were forced to leave their 
families to find work in other lands. 
(Readers are probably familiar with 
the American ‘wakes’ of the 1800’s and 
early 1900’s).

Bossard leaves us to imagine the 
emotional pain and emptiness of the 
parents. What did they feel when a son 
or daughter left and they knew they 
would never see them again?

I liked reading the stories about 
Bossards ancestors and her conversa-
tions with Irish people who live near 
where they came from and knew some 
of them. But I particularly liked the 
descriptions of the sea voyage and that 
of “domestics.”

On the ship “They all suffered from 
seasickness. The hold was so thick with 
the smell of vomit, they could scarcely 
draw their breath.”

My grandfather told me he was sick 
for the whole voyage from “the time he 
got on the lighter.” (A lighter, or tender, 
was the small boat that brought pas-
sengers from the dock out to the large 
ship). And that was in 1903!

He became a Chicago policeman 
and walked a beat past the mansions of 
the wealthy. My grandmother worked 
as a “domestic,” or servant, in one of 
them. They fell in love and raised a 
large family.

I have read other descriptions of the 
life of a “domestic”, but the author’s is 
excellent.

“[Her] days were busy. The demands 
of cooking, cleaning, laundry, and 
minding the two young children kept 
her in motion all day and well into the 
evening.  Rising early she filled the 
belly of the stove with kindling and coal 
to warm the kitchen while she prepared 
breakfast.” Chores went on all day and 
seemed never to end.

“Each week, 292 pounds of coal was 
hauled into the kitchen, along with 
fourteen pounds of kindling to help 
ignite the fire. Twenty-seven pounds 
of ash had to be shoveled out of the 
stove each week…Each night,[she] fell 
exhausted into bed. Although grateful 
for her blessing, she often wondered if 
she would ever have a life without the 
burden of being a servant.”

I thoroughly enjoyed reading this 
book about our Irish heritage and highly 
recommend it.
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by Frank West
“What I wish I could have told you, is 

that things that people think will never 
happen, happen all the time.”

That quote is taken from St. Scarlet 
by Julia Jordan.  From February 22 
to March 26 it will be produced at 

Chicago’s American Theater company. 
This will be a Midwest premiere  It is 

“a dark comedy about an Irish American 
family on St. Patrick’s Day in the frozen 
tundra of Minnesota.”

Julia Jordan is a powerful and 
prolific playwright. She is so highly 
regarded in New York that she had four 
plays produced there in one season! 
This was the 2003-04 season, and St. 
Scarlet was one of them.  

As she said about this play: “It’s 
about some kind of renewal. It’s consid-
ered a dark comedy…the essence is on 
fun, but the other part is there too.”

Who is Julia Jordan? She was raised 
in Minnesota.  Graduated from Barnard 
College and received a master’s degree 
from Trinity College in Dublin. She has 
written many plays and is also a prize-
winning author.

St. Scarlet is about three Irish 
American siblings – each about twenty 
to thirty years old. They are in their 
family home in northern Minnesota, 
which is surrounded by an unending, 
snow-covered landscape. 

The plays … “tension is centered 
on the fate of their mother, who lies 
upstairs in a sick –bed.” Vinnie arrives 
from New York, and claims he is in 
love with Rose. “What follows is a 
zany series of events which results in 
the revelation of old secrets, misplaced 
declarations of love, and ultimately a 
deeper understanding of family and 
relationships.”

For the last two years the Chicago 
Tribune has included plays produced by 
the American Theatre Company in its 
list of top ten plays of the year.

That theatre company’s artistic di-
rector, Damon Kiely, says Jordan is very 
good at character development. “That is 
one of the main reasons we chose this 
play.” Producing “St. Scarlet is a great 
opportunity for our actors.”

Their mother had surrounded herself 
with kitschy leprechauns, shamrocks, 
Madonna’s, and angels. As one of her 

children says “Mom 
held on to her lepre-
chauns and angels 

‘cause they told her 
who she was.”

Some memorable 
quotes from the script 

are from the character 
Ruby. She has lived 
such an isolated life 
that she is slightly odd. 
When she wants to con-
fess some of her long-
ings, her older sister 
harshly tells her “No-
body goes to confession 
any more, what have 
you got to confess? Idi-
ocy is not a sin.”

As Ruby ta lks 

about her dream of traveling she says 
“Pretend real well, same as true.”

When she tells her family about her 
travel plans, she says: “I know why you 
keep telling me to leave. Because you 
want me to stay.”

The director of this production, Rick 
Synder, just produced at the Steppen-
wolf Theater, the highly praised Orange 
Flower Water. He brought the play to 
Ireland, where it was produced to ac-
claim at the Galway Arts Festival.

The American Theater Company is 

located at Byron and Lincoln Avenues 
in Chicago. This is just south of Irving 
Park Road near Martyrs and the new 
Irish Bistro.

They play will run February 22 
through March 26. Previews are 
Wednesday to Friday, Feb. 22-24.  
Regular performances run March 2-26, 
Thursday and Friday at 8:00, Saturdays 
at 5:00 and 8:30 p.m., and Sundays at 3 
p.m. Tickets are $20 to $30.00.

For tickets or information the num-
ber of the box office is 773-929-1031.

St. Scarlet for St. Patrick’s

St. Scarlet features ATC 
ensemble mmemmbers Kevin 
R. Kelly (left) and Gwendolyn 
Whiteside.
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C
 By Pat Hennessy

hicago
gaelic News

Chicago tribune praise for IAN
In a recent copy of the Chicago Tri-

bune, staff writer Steve Mills writing “Six 
weeks on a family trip to Ireland” paid 
a nice compliment to our paper, Irish 
American News, on some very useful in-
formation that he gathered from our paper 
in finding lodging. He wrote, “The most 
difficult aspect of such a trip is finding 
lodging. There are many online sites to 
search, but we found our rentals the old-
fashioned way in the newspapers, The 
Irish American News, an Irish themed 
paper available here in Chicago”.

Mr. Mills goes on to explain how he 
picked the temperate southwest coast of 
Ireland and a pair of lovely homes with 
spectacular views, living like the touries 
and the locals. Apparently Irelands 
Dingle Peninsula offered the ideal place 
and the language would be the same, 
not a barrier as in some other European 
countries. Here they found a vibrant 
arts community with plenty to occupy 
the busy minds of children. They rented 
the homes from Colleen Grace Herlihy a 

Chicagoan now residing in Florida.
They shopped at the small grocery 

store in town, made friends and even 
got to admire “the worlds fastest and 
most skilful game of Hurling”. People 
after my own heart. But, hurling in 
Kerry, known for its Gaelic football 
supremacy, pleased me all the more. 
They even found lovely golf courses 
where the people at the pro shop set 
a pull cart aside for them and allowed 
them to start as early as they wanted 
and to pay the next time they played. 
The hospitality and friendliness of the 
Irish always wins out.

From their “Blue House”, named 
by the kids, the family could walk 
along the cliffs, through cow patches 
to town, down to a small beach or up 
to a steep hill to a plateau offering a 
vista to the Kerry peninsula across the 
water. Such descriptive writing makes 
an exile homesick.

The last part of their most enjoyable 
vacation they spent in Glengarriff, a 
village with a rugged landscape, tropi-

cal gardens and an attractive area for 
tourists. The family rented a cart, which 
is a necessity in a small country like 
Ireland if one is expecting to stay for 
an extended period. The sagging dollar 
makes such a trip a little expensive, but 
as Mr. Mills tells us “a year later our 
children still talk about it (the vacation 
in Ireland) fondly, something I can’t say 
about other vacations. They even want 
to go back. “Thank you Mr. Mills for 
taking me back to beautiful Ireland, if 
only in my dreams.”
Congratulations to Fr. Kevin Shanley.

Congratulations Fr. Shanley for your 
beautiful Christmas story, “Johnny 
Labundy’s Only Christmas’ in the Christ-
mas issue of our paper. It was the most 
moving story that I have read in a long 
time and the fact that it was true and that 
you had lived through it as a boy made it 
all the more of a tear jerker. We distrib-
uted it to our family and friends around 
here and we have received numerous 
calls even from Fr. Remos in Our Lady 
of Consolation parish who also enjoyed it. 
In your own inimitable way you made all 
of us conscious of how lucky we are and 
how often we fail to be thankful and to 
express it in a way of helping those less 
fortunate than we are. Beannact De leat 
a cara agus beannact De in Mblian Nua.
Big fundraiser to aid St. Margaret’s

The annual big fund-raiser to aid St. 
Margaret’s of Scotland  Church and Par-

ish will be held on Saturday night Febru-
ary 25th in the church hall at 9900 SO 
Troop Street on the far south-west side of 
Chicago. It will start at 7pm immediately 
after the celebration of Holy Mass in 
the famed church and is billed as “The 
Southside Irish St. Patrick’s Party”.

Traditional Irish dancing and music 
will be supplied by the famed Frank 
O’Hara and his renowned band in 
partnership with the beautiful Deirde 
O’Reilly, all the way from Holyoke, 
Mass., singing Irish and country music 
songs. Donations at the door are $20 
dollars each and includes corned beef 
buffets and set-ups for BYOB, accord-
ing to hard working Organizer, Gene 
Earmer, Sun City, Florida, former 
parishioner and worker for this worthy 
cause for over 20 years.

St. Margaret’s was once a pro-Irish 
parish and although its parishioners 
and their descendents are now scat-
tered all over the states they still recall 
glorious memories and come together 
once a year in order to continue this 
church and parish. They also have a 
benefactor who matches the income 
from this endeavor.

My late brother Bill who was Chica-
go Police Captain in the area back then 
in the late 50’s lived in St. Margarets and 
I often accompanied him to mass on a 
Sunday and got to know many of the 
fine parishioners. His son Jack who died 

a few years ago was buried from this 
grand old church. Please don’t forget the 
date Saturday night February 25th at St. 
Margaret’s starting at 7.OOpm.

The future of Chicago GAA
Since 1949 great Gaels performed 

Herculean deeds in reactivating the Gaa 
and then passing it on from generation 
to generation over the years until 1985 
when Gaelic Park was officially opened. 
After an absence of over 20 years 
caused by a severe economic Depres-
sion, World War III and restrictive U.S 
Immigration problems, the progress 
of the Gaa here has been magnificent, 
culminating in the erection of Chicago 
Gaelic Park, one of the finest Gaa Cen-
ters in the United States. 

Each generation of Gaels enhanced 
the dream of one day having “Our own 
green sod”, until the big day in ‘85 when 
the dream became a reality. Sure each 
generation of officers and Gaels had 
their differences, but they resolved them 
or at least agreed to differ in the interest 
of promoting the games of the Gael in 
Chicago. Never once in all that time was 
that resolve broken, until last year, for 
reasons that should have been solved at 
board meetings. To say the least about 
the breakdown last year, it certainly 
was not “Chicago’s gaeldom finest hour. 
Somewhere along the line we forgot what 
it’s all about - putting the promotion of 
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the games above winning at all costs and 
to a large extent our personal ego’s.

Hopefully, we have realized the 
folly of our actions, which if allowed 
to continue may result in the suspen-
sion of the games at least in the senior 
ranks. That would be a disaster after all 
the great work over the years by super 
Gaels. In the meantime, all praise and 
congratulations to the many fine Gaels, 
men and women who have kept the 
games alive with some thrilling junior 
football, ladies football, and wonderful 
juvenile footballers. Beannact De ar an 
oibre. Together with the many fine sup-
porters of our games we look forward to 
the return of senior hurling and football 
competition this year. We owe that much 
to Chicago gaeldom and the many fine 
Irishmen and women who worked long 
and hard to provide such super facilities 
as Chicago Gaelic Park.

Kennedy/McCain legislation 
a must for Irish

Of all the different Immigration 
legislation floating through Congress, 
the McCain/ Kennedy one, named, 

“Secure America and Orderly Immigra-
tion Reform Act of 2005” looks the 
better of the lot. It includes a temporary 
work visa scheme and a way to possible 
legislation that does not involve having 
to leave the U.S. for any length of time. 
The others, and there are quite a few that 
differ one with another, have “manda-
tory departure” from the States, and that 
is one piece of legislation that most Irish 

“undocumented” would not want.
The House of Representatives re-

cently passed 239 to 182, legislation 
to tighten the border and prevent “un-
documented aliens from getting jobs 
by requiring employers to verify the 
legal status of their employees”. This 
piece of legislation was hailed as border 
protection, but it put off consideration of 
a guest worker program and the tough 
matter of how to handle the approximate 
11mil1ion undocumented already here 

in the States. The passage of this bill 
also makes being undocumented a 
felony, a serious crime.

So the stage is now set, according to 
a fine report by Ray O’Hanlon in the 
Irish Echo, for a full and serious debate 
of the entire problem early in the New 
Year. It behooves Irish-Americans to 
get behind the McCain/ Kennedy Im-
migration legislation in order to enact 
any worthwhile law that will help the 
Irish and other nationals from countries 
handicapped by the present unfair U.S. 
Immigration laws.

In Illinois the two U.S Senators 
to contact are Senator Dick Durbin, 
and Senator Barack OBama, both 
Democrats. Both can be reached at U.S 
Senate Building, Washington D.C. A 
brief letter asking their support for the 
McCain/ Kennedy legislation should 
be forwarded immediately. The pas-
sage of this legislation and singing into 
law by the president will help ease the 
threat of exploitation that many now 
encounter. It will also ease the danger 
to public safety by allowing millions of 

“undocumented” aliens living without 
scrutiny all over the country. There is 
no easy way to solve this huge problem 
but the Kennedy/McCain bill will ease 
the problem gradually.

Irish-American organizations like 
the AOH and Gaa should be in the fore-
front of this drive to enact legislation to 
ease this problem if for no other reason 
but a selfish one - to increase declining 
memberships. Similar problems of the 
2O’s and 30’s almost killed such orga-
nizations for want of “New B1ood”. 
We cannot allow this to happen again. 
Write Washington D.C today.

Edmund Rice from 
merchant to mentor

Our thanks to “The Ark”, ABC Na-
tional Radio for its recent fine presenta-
tion of “Edmund Rice from Merchant 
to Mentor”, presented by Rachael Kohn. 
She discussed the establishment of the 

Christian Brothers and the role that 
Blessed Edmund played in helping the 
thousands of impoverished Irish boys 
and indeed a society suffering under the 
infamous English Penal Laws.

At the end of the 17th century the 
victorious side put in place legislation 
called the Penal Laws for the purpose of 
destroying the political aspects of Ca-
tholicism in Ireland. Catholics couldn’t 
own a horse or buy a house and couldn’t 
be elected to Parliament and certainly 
they were forbidden to open schools or 
obtain an education. In other words they 
were driven underground. It was in this 
atmosphere that Edmund was raised by 
fairly well to do parents who had to rent 
a house and land in order to live. His 
success therefore is all the more praise 
worthy as the exalted honor of Beati-
fication which was conferred on him 
in 1996 by Pope John Paul II indicates. 
The next step is sainthood and readers 
are asked to pray for his Canonization. 
For more information from this writer 
call 219-756-3852.

…continued to page 21
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Chicago Irish Music Club to Host  International Convention
2006 North American Comhaltas Weekend

Traditional Irish musicians and 
dancers will gather at the North Ameri-
can Comhaltas Weekend April 20 – 23, 
2006, at the Crowne Plaza Chicago 
O’Hare Hotel.  A large, “dancer-friend-
ly” floor will host ceili and set dancing, 
and live music sessions welcome all 
players and listeners around the clock 
throughout the hotel. The Weekend will 
also be filled with opportunities to learn, 
with workshops exploring many facets 
of Irish culture. The Weekend will be 
hosted by the Murphy Roche branch 
of Comhaltas, the international as-
sociation advancing the music, culture, 
and arts of Ireland, with support from 
the Francis O’Neill Club and the Irish 
Musicians Association, Chicago’s other 
two branches.  

Plans for the 2006 Weekend are 
big.  Dance floors will cover 17,000 
square feet, enough for 150 sets and 
three ceili bands will supply plenty of 
musical energy for dancing throughout 
the weekend: the Ceoltóirí Chicago 
Ceili Band, Broken Pledge, and Gan 
Bua. Come learn from Mr. Pat Murphy 
an outstanding dance teacher from 
Ireland, and attend the many workshops 
on singing and instruments with out-
standing mentors such as Paddy Ryan 
(fiddle) and Jackie Moran (bodhran). 
There will also be workshops on set 

and ceili dancing, sean nos singing, 
Irish language, violin making and care, 
home recording, use of sound systems, 
Irish cooking, playing for feis dancers, 
and silk ribbon embroidery – among 
over 40 workshop offerings. One new 
activity will be a special workshop for 
junior musicians. This workshop spans 
musicianship, dance, stage presence, 
sound equipment, and Irish language. 
New also will be set dancing workshops 
especially for step-dancers. Step-danc-
ers can discover the joys of set dancing 
as another lifelong opportunity to build 
on their skills and love for dance as an 
Irish art form. Special Chicago tours 
will also be available.

For more information on the Com-
haltas Weekend, please visit the Murphy 
Roche Branch’s web site: www.mur-
phyroche.com or call (630) 662-8611

February 26, 3pm
“The Irish Ascendancy”
The role of the Irish in creating the successful business and political environment
Panelists include:
Former Attorney General Neil Hartigan, Panel moderator
Illinois State Senator John J. Cullerton
Art Noonan, Investment Banker 
Mike Roche, Senior VP of Information Systems, Allstate
Tom Ryan, Insurance Agent, State Farm Insurance
Colm O’Callaghan, General Manager of Conrad Hotel, Chicago
Attorney Jim McGing, Judicial candidate, 10th Sub-circuit, Cook County
Judge Paul Biebel, Jr., Presiding Judge, State of Illinois, Criminal Division Circuit Court

March 26, 3pm
“The Irish Consecution Gala”
Celebrating the present and emphasizing the future
This will be a gala event; celebrating the present as well as emphasizing the future and the impact the Irish will 
have  on US growth, while striving to preserve their Irish heritage and pass on to the next generation.  A major 
focus of this session will be Irish culture, including music, storytelling, dance and Celtic art.

Speakers include:
Charles Sheehan, Consulate General of Ireland
Scholar Bill Savage, Senior Lecturer, Northwestern University English Department and Newberry Library
Singer Catherine O’Connell

the Celtic Irish Cosmos Symposia
The Irish American Heritage Center

presents

Presentations by well-known Irish-American leaders and trendsetters who will discuss the 
past, present and future of the Irish in the United States.

The Celtic Irish Cosmos is supportdt by grants from the Illinois Humanities Council and the Illinois Arts Council.

Tickets include panel discussion, live entertainment and reception
Tickets $15 for IAHC members, $20 For Non-members, or a non-member 
special rate of $70, which both events and IAHC membership

For tickets, call
The Irish American Heritage Center • 773-282-7035 ext 10

Programs will include art and video exhibits, live Irish music and dance. Patrons can visit our brand new
Irish American Heritage Center Library, where featured authors will display and sign their books.

The Irish American Heritage Center • 4626 N Knox Avenue • Chicago

Major exhibits of the day will be a photography
display of the history of the Chicago 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade as well as a 

Chief O’Neill Exhibit.

  
  . 

 ^  Originally from County Tipperary, 
Jackie Moran has been firmly rooted in 
the Chicago Irish music scene since age 
14. A founding member of such popular 
performance groups as The Drovers, Gan 
Bua, Comas, Wilding, The Otters and The 
Trinity Irish Dance Company, Jackie has 
also performed and recorded with some 
of the top Irish musicians in the world, 
including Liz Carroll, John Williams, 
and Kevin Burke, among many others. 
His percussive stylings have also found 
their way into a number of major motion 
pictures, including Backdraft and Road 
to Perdition. Since 2001, Mr. Moran and 
his wife Amy have been running Anam 
Mor, an Irish dance and music school in 
the Chicagoland area.   

 ^  Workshops on instruments and singing will offer rich variety by outstanding 
mentors such as Paddy Ryan (fiddle) and Jackie Moran (bodhran).  As a young child 
in County Roscommon, Paddy Ryan had a solid start in traditional music, inspired 
by his grandfather Pat Murphy and uncle Tom Murphy, who were both fiddlers.  
He was founder member of the Killina ceili band in 1957, which continues today.  
Paddy has continually expanded his service to the Irish music community, through 
teaching performers, adjudicators, and educators.   Since 1986, Paddy has served 
Comhaltas as National Oifigeach Cheoil (Music Officer).  

< Dance floors will cover 17,000 square feet, enough for 150 sets.  To help put it 
to very good use, Murphy Roche has engaged an outstanding dancing teacher, Mr. 
Pat Murphy, from Ireland. As a youth in county Tipperary, Pat Murphy enjoyed the 
live music and traditional dancing hosted often in his home.  Learning accordion 
from his father, Pat’s career took a turn at a set dance competition one night when 
he was tapped to come down from the band and fill in for an injured dancer.  His 
set won, Pat was invited to stay with the set, and not long after began teaching set 
dancing.  His teaching has spanned Ireland, England, mainland Europe, North 
America, Japan, Moscow, Australia and New Zealand.  Pat’s credits also include 
two books and a growing list of instructional videos.  
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 oyle  B
By tom Boyle

  
 the Kettle

We’ll have a Sup of Tea
email: boylekettle@yahoo.com

VISIT US AT 47 South Villa Avenue
Villa Park, IL 60181 
630-834-8108

Give the Gift of Celtic Music
from the store with the

largest selection in the US
In Store Specials and Discounts 

for December

Sister Therese
My aunt, Sister M. Therese 

Boyle, will be ninety-f ive on 
February 28th. She was recent-
ly featured in an article in the 
Kilkenny People on 12-21-05. 
Sister Therese entered the Novi-
tiate at the Presentation Convent 
in Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny in the 
Diocese of Ossary in 1931. She 
took her final vows in 1934. Most 
of the family traveled to Mooncoin 
to celebrate her diamond jubilee 
in 1995. There was a mass at 
the Church of the Assumption in 
Mooncoin, followed by a recep-
tion at the convent, and dinner at 
the Granville Hotel in Waterford. 

Sister Therese visited Chicago 
in 1978. During that visit I took 
her to the Mt. Loretto Convent 
in Dubuque, Iowa. Sisters of the 
Presentation of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary Convent, founded by 
Mother Vincent Hennessey and 
three postulants from Mooncoin, 
Co. Kilkenny Ireland on Novem-
ber 13, 1875. Thirty-five more 

convents were established in Iowa 
by the presentation nuns. My aunt, 
Sister Therese, was the only nun 
from Ireland who came only to 
visit and not to stay. It was their 
homecoming weekend and hun-
dreds of nuns were at the mother 
house. They insisted we stay the 
night. I wanted to get a motel room 
for myself, but they insisted that 
I stay at the convent. I had a tiny 
room behind the organ at the back 
of the choir loft in the chapel.

Many of the nuns were from 
Ireland. The order was founded 
by Nano Nagel from Ballygriffin, 
Co. Cork. Born in 1718 during the 
time of the Penal Laws, she was 
first educated in a Hedge School. 
Since the family was wealthy she 
was sent to France at the age of 
ten to be formerly educated. She 
was among the privileged set of 
Irish emigŕes.

Nano Nagel got her calling 
when she was awakened by the site 
of poor people in Paris, waiting in 
the morning cold for Mass. She 

was just returning from an elegant 
ball. Her mission became the edu-
cation of the poor. Sister Therese 
followed Nano Nagels footsteps, 
she served two terms as Reverend 
Mother, she was principal of the 
school, and is credited with build-
ing a school. Her life of devotion 
allows for very few vices, but she 
does play bingo and enjoys an oc-
casional glass of sherry.

She met Mary Robinson on 
one occasion and holds her in 
high esteem, as do I. When asked 
about the Celtic Tiger, she quoted 
Goldsmith, “Ill fares the land to 
haste to the ills of prey, where 
wealth accumulates and men de-
cay.” One of her sisters, my aunt 
Bob, (Margaret Christina) said 
of Sister Therese, “That one was 
always a nun.” Four of my first 
cousins in Kerry visit her often. 
Happy Birthday!

John Daly
Our new executive director at the 

IAHC is off to a great start. Immers-
ing himself in the day to day opera-
tions and getting on with the business 
of how we invest in the future. Look 
for major developments.

IAHC Smoke Free
The Irish American Heritage 

Center has instituted a smoke free 
policy in keeping with the new city 

ordinance. I for one welcome the 
change. The number of people who 
still smoke is a very small percent-
age of our membership.

Marching Season
The St. Patrick’s Day Parade is 

Saturday, March 11th. James Sul-
livan, Chairman, promises us the 
“best ever.” A lot of work goes into 
the planning and organizing of the 
parade months before the big day. I 
attended the corned beef and cab-
bage dinner, a fund-raiser for the 
parade held at Plumber’s Hall in 
the Bailey Auditorium. Expenses 
keep going up, especially insurance. 
The Grand Marshal this year is Dan 
O’Brien, the “Mayor” of Old Town, 
and the guest of honor is Johnny 
Lattner, the former Heismann 
Trophy winner from the University 
of Notre Dame. The theme of the 
parade this year is, “Play like a 
champion,” the Irish in athletics.

Da Bears
Da big mistake was not playing 

the first team against the Vikings. 
Duh! The defense was number 
one in the league until then. Was 
that Lovie Smith’s decision or was 
it made upstairs? No Superbowl 
Shuffle this year! I guess they can 
all shave now! If only Rex Gross-
man was six inches taller and thirty 
pounds heavier, if, if, ... if ...

Goeghan
Convicted pedophile priest killer 

is going on trial for murder in Bos-
ton. Joseph Druce will no doubt 
plead insanity. Druce beat up and 
strangled John Goeghan in his 
prison cell.

Bishop victim of abuse
Auxillary Bishop, Thomas 

Gumbleton of Detroit, now 75 
years old recalls abuse when he 
was a 15 year-old seminary stu-
dent. The Ohio state legislator is 
seeking to pass legislation that 
would allow victims of sex abuse 
over the last thirty-five years to 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

Daniel J. McLaughlin
Mayor of Orland Park

Orland Township 
Democratic Committeman

file law suits, waiving the present 
day statute of limitations for a one 
year period. Gumbleton said, “I 
understand why victims of sexual 
abuse need this new window of op-
portunity, For many of them, prob-
ably almost all of them, it would 
be very difficult to come forward 
and speak.” Ohio bishops have 
suggested a church created regis-
try of both perpetrators and those 
who have participated in cover ups 
and insist that internal reforms are 
adequate. “Healing is not achieved 
by lawsuits, but by working with 
those who have suffered abuse, 
ministering to them pastorally and 
helping to meet their individual 
needs,” said a statement from the 
conference which represents the 
Ohio church in public matters. To 
which I say bull.

Sex Abuse Memorial
Revisiting “Boyle the Kettle” 

January 2005 and the memorial 
to sex abuse victims.

I spoke to Fr. Knies, the vicar 
provincial of the Augustinians 
in Olympia Fields, IL. Fr. Knies 
said there was talk of placing the 
sex abuse memorial at St. Rita’s. 
They are waiting for designs 
from the victims that will focus 
on reconciliation. I still think 
they should place the memorial 
in a more prominent location 
like Holy Name Cathedral.

IAHC Library
There is a new aura about the 

IAHC. It has donned an intel-
lectual cloak. Thanks to the vol-
unteers, anyone can come to the 
library and avail themselves of 
its literary collection.

Jim Mulroy
My oldest and dearest friend 

in the world died on Saturday, 
January, 21, 2006. We had been 
friends for over 60 years. Jim 
was a remarkable self-made 
man, as time allows I will tell 
you more about his life.
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Gleneagles is newly available for all types of special events. 
From Birthday Parties to Communions, Reunions and Weddings,

Gleneagles specializes in making your Event special.
Please call 630.257.5466

www.golfgleneagles.com
to request our menus and check available dates.

Golf Outing information and menus are available by contacting
Gleneagles at 630-257-5466 ext 4

13070 McCarthy Road * Lemont, IL 60439

From Small Groups To Over 350
Hold Your

WeDDInGS & BanqueTS Here aLL YeaR!

Attorneys And Counsellors At lAw

all immigration matters
     Visas
     Consulate
     Asylum

Call for appointment 312-738-2LAW (2529)
1105 W Chicago Ave #203 Chicago, IL 60622

corner of Milwaukee/Elston/Chicago - Blue Line Stop!

& AssoCiAtes
John w. KeArns

business
     Business Registration
     Real Estate
     Contracts/Leases
     Building and Zoning
     Tax Matters

general practice
     Traffic Tickets/License Problems
     Divorces and Children Issues
     Bankruptcy/Credit
     Criminal/DUI/Shoplifting
     Accidents/Insurance

Brigid Awards Luncheon

Ceili Dance at Gaelic Park
The Irish Musicians Association 

of Chicago will celebrate the glori-
ous history of traditional Irish music 
in Chicago with a lively evening of 
ceili dancing at Chicago Gaelic Park 
on February 17, 2006. The ceili is 
open to everyone, from newcomers to 
experienced dancers. The event starts 
at 8:00 pm at Chicago Gaelic Park 
in Oak Forest, Ill. Tickets are $10 for 
adults, $5 for youth under 18. Families 
are welcome. 

Ceili dancing is an informal and 
energetic style of Irish group dancing, 
matched with lively traditional Irish 
music. Popularized through family and 
community celebrations, ceili dancing 
enjoys a wide following in Ireland and 

in cities like Chicago and is especially 
welcoming to novices young and old. 
Each dance starts with a brief lesson 
on the footwork involved, which is easy 
to master. In no time, the dance floor is 
pulsing to fast-paced sets of reels, jigs 
and polkas. 

“With Saint Patrick’s Day ap-
proaching, the February 17th Ceili 
is a great opportunity to learn Irish 
group dancing and enjoy traditional 
music at its finest,” said Sean Cleland, 
the Association’s chairman. “Fifty 
years after its legendary founding, 
the Irish Musicians Association is 
still alive and vibrant with some of 
Irish music’s greatest fiddlers, flute 
players and accordion players. We 

Concern Worldwide cordially in-
vites you to attend the Brigid Awards 
Luncheon on Friday, February 24, 2006 
at the Hyatt Regency Chicago, Crystal 
Ballroom, West Tower (Stetson Street 
entrance), 151 East Wacker Drive, Chi-
cago. Valet Parking is available.
11:00 am. Reception & Celebrity 
Handbag Auction, 12:00 p.m. Lun-
cheon, 12:30 p.m. Brigid Awards 
Presentation

Brigid, a fifth century Irish woman, 
dedicated her life to helping the poor 
and sick. She was a protector of the 
environment, a promoter of peace and 
reconciliation, a defender of equality, 
and an advocate of the less fortunate.

Each year, we recognize contem-
porary women who reflect Brigid’s 
sense of justice, generosity and 
compassion. Funds raised at the 
Brigid Awards luncheon support 
the work of Concern Worldwide, 
an international humanitarian orga-
nization dedicated to the alleviation 

of hunger and poverty in the least 
developed countries in the world.  

Founded in Ireland in 1968, Con-
cern Worldwide has more than 3,700 
people working in 30 countries across 
the globe, providing emergency relief 
and long-term assistance in the areas 
of nutrition. health care, education, 
agricultural training. microfinance 
and HIV/A1DS. Humanitarian crisis, 
whether caused by natural disasters or 
armed conflicts, almost always impact 
women and children most profoundly. 
Concern Worldwide is often the first 
organization to arrive on the scene 
in emergencies and remains in many 
conflict regions to assist in the transi-
tion toward peace. We frequently work 
with women who are the only source 
of support for their families. Last year. 
Concern impacted 8 million people 
throughout the world.
For additional information, please 
contact Concern Worldwide at 312-642-
8400 www.concernusa.org

promise an evening of vibrant music 
and dance in the great tradition of 
Chicago ceilis.” 

The Irish Musicians Association 
of Chicago is dedicated to keeping 
traditional Irish music and dance alive 
and accessible to the public. The As-

sociation was founded fifty years ago 
and is important in developing and 
encouraging traditional Irish music 
among Irish and American-born musi-
cians. In addition to its annual Ceili, the 
Association teaches young and adult 
students and promotes the sharing of 

tunes and styles through music “ses-
sions” held each week throughout the 
Chicago area. 

For more information about the Feb-
ruary 17th Ceili at Gaelic Park, contact 
Tom Masterson at (708) 802-8975 or 
tmaster196@sbcglobal.net.

Celtic Woman tours Midwest in April
The international Irish music 

sensation, Celtic Woman, con-
tinues to cast its spell over mes-
merized U.S. fans and critics.  
The group’s latest CD has been 
certified gold and its accom-
panying DVD platinum, and in 
Spring 2006, the group returns 
by overwhelming demand to the 
US for an unprecedented third 
leg of tour dates.

Celtic Woman features 5 beau-
tiful women; 4 gifted vocalists 

– Chloë, Lisa, Deirdre, Orla, and 
Máiréad, a brilliant fiddler. Their 
individual talents are featured in 

ensemble as well as solo perfor-
mances. First introduced to Amer-
ican audiences with the release of 
their debut CD/DVD, and through 
highly-watched PBS airings of 
their spectacular 90 minute con-
cert, these five incredibly talented 
women are quickly stealing the 
hearts of audiences and critics 
alike. Celtic Woman’s sound is 
unique and lends itself to con-
temporary songs as well as their 
own versions of traditional Irish, 
timeless classics and more spell-
binding original songs all with 
new and exciting arrangements.  

Máiréad’s performance of “Grain-
uale’s” Dance” is electric and the 
new original “At the Ceili”, per-
formed by all is a delightful treat.

Celtic Woman is the real-
ization of a dream for Sharon 
Browne, Artistic Director/ Pro-
ducer; David Downes, Musical 
Director/Composer of original 
material and Dave Kavanagh, 
Executive Producer.

Tours in your area include: 
Orpheum Theatre, Minneapo-
lis, April 5 & 6 at 7:30pm., and 
Chicago Theatre, April 7 & 8 at 
8:00pm. www.celticwoman.com
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Cleaning up the Chicago River

Baby Hurley Benefit
Mark Donahue, President of the 

Fraternal Order of Police, Chicago 
Lodge #7, has announced that the 

“Baby Hurley Benefit”, featuring the 
best boxers in Illinois, will be held 
Friday, February 17 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Drury Lane Theater, 100 Drury Lane, 
Oak Brook Terrace.

This benefit is being held for 
Baby Hurley, the unborn child of 
the late Chicago Police Officer John 
Hurley.  Officer Hurley was killed in 
a recent motorcycle accident while 
returning home from a benefit in 
Indianapolis, Indiana which was 
being held for a Police Officer killed 
in the line of duty.

Admission is $25 per person with 
100% of the gate ticket price being 
donated to Hurley’s unborn child.  

Officer John Hurley.

All donations are tax deductible.  
There will be a cash bar and food 
will be served.

For more information please call 
Frank DiMaria, (312) 733-7776.

Celtic Irish Cosmos Symposia continues at IAHC
What have the Irish contributed to America?

That question and more will be 
answered as The Celtic Irish Cosmos 
Symposia at the Irish American Heri-
tage Center continues in February 2006. 
Parts 2 and 3 of this series will take 
place on the last Sunday of February 
and March 2006. 

The Celtic Irish Cosmos will explore 
several aspects of Irish-American iden-
tity. The lectures will examine the past, 

present and future of Irish Americans 
and their roles in politics, the arts, 
business, literature and the media. It 
will look at how the Irish as a group 
succeeded or faltered in the past, what 
can be learned from the present that will 
influence the future of Irish America.

The backbone of the symposia will 
be in-depth presentations by well-known 
Irish-American leaders and trendsetters 
with an audience feedback session. There 
will be exhibits tied to the day’s topic and 
each session will feature live Irish music, 
dance, displays of artwork and authors 
discussing, selling and signing their work 
The Irish Ascendancy; The Wearing of 
the Green: An Irish American Success 
Story, Sunday, February at 3pm will 
focus on the role of the  Irish in creating 
the successful business and political 
environment. Facets of Irish involvement 
in business, politics and public service 
will be on the agenda.

Panelists include: Former Illinois 

Attorney General, panel moderator 
John J. Cullerton, Illinois State Senator 
Art Noonan, Investment Banker Judge 
Paul Biebel, Jr., Presiding 

Judge, State of Illinois, Criminal 
Division Circuit Court Mike Roche, 
Senior VP of Information Systems, 
Allstate Tom Ryan Insurance Agent, 
State Farm Insurance Colm 

O’Callaghan, General Manager of 
Conrad Hotel, Chicago Attorney Jim 
McGing, judicial candidate, Sub-cir-
cuit, Cook County.

Major exhibits of the day will be a 
photography display of the history of 
the Chicago St. Patrick’s Day Parade as 
well as a Chief O’Neill Exhibit. Chief 
Francis O’Neill collected and preserved 

A Night of Craic and Dance
  
West Suburban Irish is hosting 

an Emerald Dinner at Naperville 
Country Club, Feb 25th. It plans to 
be a night of great craic, music and 
entertainment. Proceeds from the 
event help fund a number of local 
charities - Sharing Connections and 
St. Baldricks Foundation. Music 
is by the very lively and fun Blue 

Stack who will ensure you can give 
Michael Flatley a run for his money. 
You can also get dancing tips from 
The McNulty Dancers who will be 
kicking the boards before dinner. 
Tickets are only $45 for a night that 
promises to be great fun. Phone 
(630) 369-8475 to book those hard 
to get tickets now.

Have you noticed that people are 
actually enjoying the Chicago River 
lately—rowing, touring and sightseeing 
through the city? Have you wondered 
why 68 species of fish are living happily 
in its waters?  The reason is that the wa-
ter in the Chicago River is cleaner and 
healthier than it has been for years, and 
it’s all because of the Deep Tunnel. The 
Deep Tunnel takes polluted overflows 
that used to go into the waterways and 
sends them to a treatment plant. And 
the Deep Tunnel is finished!  

That’s right—30 years after construc-
tion started, all 109 miles of tunnels are 
finished, they’re working and the proof 
is in the improved quality of water in all 
the local streams and rivers.  

In addition to the increased fish 
population, beavers, blue herons and 

even bald eagles can be seen along the 
Chicago waterways.

The Deep Tunnel is part of the 
Tunnel and Reservoir Plan (TARP), 
adopted by the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District in 1972 to reduce 
pollution and flooding in our area. So 
far, we have one permanent and one 
transitional reservoir in operation— al-
ready millions of dollars in flood dam-
ages are prevented each year! When 
two very large reservoirs are finished 
in the next decade, they will increase 
our stormwater holding capacity and 
further reduce flooding. 

TARP has won many engineering 
awards, but it’s most important to know 
that TARP is a public works program 
that really works for you, the citizens 
of Cook County!

Catherine O’Connell

John J. Cullerton

University Professor and writer Bill 
Savage. Singer Catherine O’Connell 
will perform, Consulate General of 
Ireland, Charles Sheehan will be the 
moderator of the panel.

Tickets for the Celtic Irish Cosmos 
can be purchased by calling the Irish 
American Heritage Center at 773-282-
7035, ext. 10. Prices for the events are: 
IAHC members $15 per ticket. The cost 
for non-members is $20 per ticket or a 
non-member special rate of $70, which 
includes a membership to the IAHC 
and tickets to both events. 

The Celtic Irish Cosmos is supported 
by a grant from the Illinois Humanities 
Council and the Illinois Arts Council.

2006 North American
Comhaltas Weekend

in Chicago for the first time since 1994

+ 40 music, culture, language and dance workshops
+ 29 hours of dancing, including late night set dancing

Pat Murphy – direct from Ireland – will teach sets
Special workshops for feis dancers.

Music workshops by Liz Carroll, John Williams,
Frankie McCormick, Liz Knowles, Johnny Harling,
Seamus Brogan, Annmarie Acosta and many more!

Register now at www.murphyroche.com.
Crowne Plaza O’Hare Hotel in Rosemont, IL

Celebrate 
Valentine’s Day with 
a Hooley

The Irish Amercan Heritage 
Center will sponsor a St. Val-
entine’s Day Hooley on Sunday, 
February 12, in the Fifth Province 
Lounge. The event will include 
dancing, singing and refreshments. 
Live entertainment will feature 
Joe McShane and Jerry Carey. 
There will be a variety of dancing, 
consisting of set, Ceili, waltzes, 
quick steps and jives. 

To celebrate the holiday, there 
will be a Lisdoonvarna corner 
and a fortune teller. Lisdoonvarna, 
County Clare, is home to the 150 
year old Lisdoonvarna matchmak-
ing Matchmaking Festival, where 
each year, swarms of singles travel 
to meet that someone special.  

The Center’s foray into match-
making will be set against the 
backdrop of the Fifth Province’s 
fireplace, where there will be 
facilitators available to make that 
perfect match. 

The Hooley begins at 5pm and 
ends at 9pm. The cost for the Hooley 
is $12 and includes sandwiches, sal-
ads, tea and soda bread. A cash bar 
will be available. For more informa-
tion on the St. Valentine’s Day Hooley 
or to purchase tickets, call the Center 
at 773-282-7035, ext. 10. 

CAR PROBLEMS?

•LEMON LAW 
•ODOMETER TAMPERING
•AUTO ACCIDENT CLAIMS

Toll Free: 1-888-4-LEMONS (453-6667)
CONSUMER LEGAL SERVICES, P.C.
WWW.LEMONAUTO.COM

Attorney and Counselor
Brian  Burke

thousands of Irish dance tunes and airs 
for posterity. His volumes are considered 
the definitive source for Irish dance tunes. 
The revival of Irish traditional dance 
music would not have existed without 
his body of work as a reference.

The Irish Consecution on Sunday, 
March 26th, will be a gala event, begin-
ning at 3pm. It will celebrate the present 
as well as emphasize the future and the 
impact the Irish will have on US growth, 
while striving to preserve their Irish 
heritage and pass on to the next gen-
eration. A major focus of this session 
will be Irish culture, including music, 
storytelling, dance and Celtic art.

Panelists will include Northwestern 
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6119 W. 147th Street • Oak Forest, IL
708.687.9323     

www.cgp-chicago.org

Live Music in the Pub

Enjoy the Music & Spirit of the Irish in our
Authentic Pub Imported Directly From Ireland.
Open to the Public 7 Days   Live Entertainment Every Weekend
Traditional Irish Music Session on Thursdays – 7:30pm

Pub food available Monday - Saturday.  
Check out our menu items.  
Daily drink and food specials.

Celtic Supper Entertainment

featuring students from the Irish Music School of Chicago

Sunday 1/12 Gerard Haughey
Sunday 1/26 The Griffins

2/ 3 Gerard Haughey
2/44 Katie Sullivan Band
2/10 Bernie Glim & Country Roads
2/11 Mulligan’s Stew
2/17 Bluestack
2/18 Larry Nugent & Martin Doyle
2/24 Joe McShane
2/25 The Ploughboys

The Chieftains 2006 tour

Anthony Kearns of the Irish Tenors performs with the 
Chicagoland Pops and Linda Ronstadt

Brenda Edgar, Chairman of the Chicagoland Pops Orchestra Commission, along 
with Donald E. Stephens, Mayor of 
the Village of Rosemont, announced 
the Chicagoland Pops Orchestra’s 
upcoming performance with Grammy 
award-winning Linda Ronstadt  and 
special guest Anthony Kearns, of the 
acclaimed Irish Tenors, on March 25 
at 8:00pm.

In 1995 and 1996, Kearns won the 
prestigious Dermot Troy Trophy for 
Oratorio, in 1995, he won the Best 
Male Singer at the Waterford Interna-
tional Festival of Light Opera and he 
reached the top at the ESB Veronica 
Dunne International Singing Compe-
tition in 1999. Since they first joined 
voices in 1998, The Irish Tenors have 
made countless traditional treasures 

breathe with new life.
The Chicagoland Pops Orchestra is 

Chicago’s only resident pop orchestra, 
a professional symphonic ensemble 
presenting an innovative blend of 
popular music, classical works and a 
variety of contemporary genres – rock, 
pop and jazz. The orchestra is made 
up of the areas finest musicians.  “The 
synergy between Chicagoland’s top 
musicians and these guest artists will 
provide audiences with an unbeatable 
entertainment experience,” says Rhoda 
A. Pierce, Executive Director of the 
Chicagoland Pops. 

Tickets to the Saturday, March 25 
8pm performance are priced $33.00 to 
$65.00 and available by calling Ticket-

The Chieftains, having served as 
the benchmark for Irish traditional 
music for the past four decades, will 
return to the U.S. for their traditional 
winter tour. 

The Chieftains original members 
include Paddy Moloney (Uilleann 
pipes, tin whistle), Matt Molloy (flute), 
Sean Keane (fiddle) and Kevin Conneff 
(bodhran, vocals). Founder and front-
man Moloney has been the recipient of 
two prestigious awards this year, the 
first the Gold Badge of Merit presented 
by the British Academy of Composers 
and Songwriters, the second from the 
Scots Traditional Music Hall of Fame. 
Moloney will be the International artist 
inducted this year, among five Scottish 
inductees, as recognition for his signifi-
cant influence in traditional music.  

As usual with The Chieftain’s shows, 
other surprise guests will appear at 
select shows - to be announced.  Look 
for The Chieftains and guests in the 
following cities:

   March 2  Notre Dame, IN DeBar-
tolo Centre

March 3  Chicago, IL Chicago 
Symphony Centre

March 4  Cincinnati, OH  Proctor 

& Gamble Hall
March 7  Washington, DC Kennedy 

Center
With a career that spans forty-two 

years and forty-two albums, The Chief-
tains are not only Ireland’s premier 
musical ambassadors but also the 
most enduring and influential creative 
force in establishing the international 

Irish rockers Black47 to release Bittersweet Sixteen

One of the new 
songs on Black47 is 
called Southside Chi-
cago Waltz. It’s about 
a young man in Iraq 
reflecting on his life 
growing up as an Irish 

American, looking at his values and 
remembering Gaelic Park on Memorial 
Day Weekend. www.black47.com

Popular Irish rock 
band, Black 47 has a 
new compilation CD, 
Bittersweet Sixteen, 
which will debut in 
March. It’s a look at 
the last 16 years on 
the road and contains 
unreleased songs, new songs, covers 
and even restored tracks from the Vin 
Scelsa Radio show in 1994.

Pléráca release party

Quiz Night returns to the Center! 
Martin McCormack (left) and Brian FitzGerald (right) of Celtic rock band 
Switchback talk with Chieftain flute player Matt Molloy (center) after the duo 
performed at Molloy’s pub in Westport, County Mayo, last September. Molloy invited 
the pair back for a performance with him when they return to Ireland for their 2006 
tour, Sept. 24 to Oct. 4. Visit Switchback at www.waygoodmusic.com.

appeal of Celtic music and have also 
collaborated with many musical leg-
ends.  Six-time Grammy winners and 
eighteen-time Grammy nominees, The 
Chieftains continue to maintain an 
international touring schedule that has 
brought them before literally millions 
of fans on every continent.

www.thechieftains.com

master at 312.559.1212. Group tickets 
are available by calling 847.825.POPS.

The Academy of Irish Music 
will host a performance and CD 
release party for its new CD, 
pléráca on Saturday, February 
25 at 7pm at the IAHC. 

pléráca features music from 
old collections and newly com-
posed pieces, ranging from slow 
lyrical melodies to fast driving 
reels. All pieces are a collab-
orative effort, with the musicians 
having input to the final arrange-
ments. All the players on the CD, 
except one, have opted to go 

to college in the Chicago area, 
which means that they will be 
able to continue to develop and 
grow at a time when they would 
usually leave the Academy.

The performance will take 
place in the theatre and be fol-
lowed by a CD release party in 
the IAHC Social Center. For 
more information on the CD 
release party or the Academy of 
Irish Music, e-mail Noel Rice at 
nrice@interaccess.com or con-
tact him through the IAHC office 
at 773-282-7035, ext. 10.

The Irish American Hertitage Cen-
ter has been hosting this challenging 
night for many years now and is a 
fun way to test your trivia knowledge. 
There will be a different quizmaster 
each month, so the styles of the quiz-
zes will vary. The cost is $30 per team, 

with no more than six players per team. 
Food and drinks are available from the 
Fifth Province. 

Quiz night dates are: February 24, 
March 24, April 21 and May 16. For 
more information on Quiz Night, call 
the Center at 773-282-7035, ext. 10.
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Let it snow, let it snow
This year we have had an 

unusually large amount of snow 
fall.  To some, especially skiers 
and those who enjoy outdoor 
activities, it can be beautiful.  To 
others who have to shovel their 
walkways and driveways, it can 
be a real burden.  But to all, 
with an accumulation of snow, 
there can be a risk of injury as a 
pedestrian and a risk of liability 
as an owner or occupier of land.  
At this time of the year, people 
should be aware of their rights 

and responsibilities as it relates 
to snow falls.  These include the 
right to make a claim if injured 
as a result of a fall on ice or snow, 
and include the responsibility of 
the owners of land to keep the 
premises reasonably safe.  

“Natural accumulation” and the 
law concerning ice and snow

While, as a general rule, prop-
erty owners have a responsibility 
to maintain their property in a rea-
sonably safe condition, property 
owners are not responsible for the 

“natural accumulation” of snow or 

ice on their property.  This also 
applies if clearing off the snow 
exposes a natural accumulation of 
ice beneath the snow.  The concept 
of “natural accumulation” would 
include ruts or uneven surfaces 
made by pedestrians and vehicles 
which result from a thawing and 
refreezing on a properly main-
tained surface.  

As to business property own-
ers, they have no responsibility to 
remove water or snow tracked in 
by customers or even to provide a 
mat or rug to wipe their feet.  And, 
unless it is an unnatural accumu-
lation, there is no duty to remove 
water accumulated around a rug 
or mat.    
Municipal ordinances requiring 
the removal of snow

Under a City of Chicago Or-
dinance, there is technically a 
requirement for any owner, renter, 
or any other person responsible 
for any building in the City to 
remove the snow and ice from the 
sidewalk in front of the building.  

While these municipal ordi-
nances require property owners 
to remove snow, they are, gener-
ally speaking, for the benefit of 
the municipality.  They usually 
do not establish a separate duty 
on the part of the land owner for 
injuries from falls.  
Claims for injuries from falls on 
ice and snow

Claims for injuries from falls 
on snowy and icy walkways or 
parking lots are often based on 

an “unnatural accumulation” or 
negligent maintenance or design 
of the walkway or parking lot.  
In the past, there was a recovery 
because a slopping sidewalk cre-
ated an unnatural accumulation 
of ice and snow resulting in a fall.  
Another recovery for an injury 
was made because an improper 
design of a entry way resulted in 
an unnatural accumulation.  Li-
ability has resulted from leaking 
gutters or downspouts forming 
ice on a stairway or a sump 
pump discharge forming ice on 
a sidewalk.  Liability may also 
result from a negligent removal 
of ice and snow if it creates an un-
natural accumulation.  However, 
to encourage owners to remove 
ice and snow from sidewalks, the 
Illinois General Assembly passed 
the Snow and Ice Removal Act.  
The Act provides that residential 
property owners removing ice or 
snow abutting their property will 
not be liable for injuries unless 
their acts are wilful and wanton.  
As can be seen, the facts of each 
individual case will determine the 
ultimate outcome.  

Generally speaking, to begin 
to establish a claim, first, the 
claimant must be able to show 
there was an unnatural accumu-
lation of snow which presented 
an unreasonable risk of harm to 
persons on the property.  Secondly, 
the claimant must show that 
the owner knew or should have 
known about the condition and 

the risk.  Thirdly, the claimant 
must show that the owner would 
not reasonably expect persons to 
discover or realize the danger.  

This general discussion of 
rights and responsibilities relat-
ing to snow and ice should not 
be considered a substitute for 
individual legal advice from an 
attorney based on the facts of a 
particular case.  

The law has established protec-
tions for owners and occupiers of 
land for claims based on nature 
accumulations of snow and ice.  
However, as discussed, there are 
exceptions to these rules.  The 
hope is that everyone can enjoy 
the snow and outdoors without 
any serious injuries.  And keep 
in mind:  Spring is only a few 
months away.

BY: MARTIN HEALY, JR., 
KEVIN T. VEUGELER

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES

When you think of a downtown Irish bar
think

Dine Downtown on the River
at your Downtown Irish Pub!

STOP IN. I CAN HELP YOU DETERMINE IF YOU’RE ON THE RIGHT TRACK
OR NEED TO SAVE MORE FOR YOUR RETIREMENT.

Allstate Life Insurance Company, Home Office, Northbrook, IL.  Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through
Allstate Financial Services, LLC.  Registered Broker-Dealer.  Member NASD, SIPC.  Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE
68506. 877-525-5727. © 2004 Allstate Insurance Company.

James McLaughlin 
11801 Southwest Hwy
Palos Heights
(708) 923-9890

P.S. Notary Public available

Healy Law
 By Martin J. Healy, Jr.
  Senior Partner

This is the next of a series of columns on how the law can impact your life.  
Each month we will focus on various aspects of the law relating to personal 
injuries, those that happen both on-the-job and otherwise, including mishaps 
which occur in driving vehicles, using products and receiving medical care.  
The column will also respond to legal questions relating to personal injury 
that are sent to us.

The Healy Law Firm is comprised of eight trial attorneys, two of whom 
are from Ireland.  We are located downtown at 111 West Washington Street, 
Suite 1425, Chicago, Illinois 60602 (800-922-4500 or 312-977-0100). www.
HealyLawFirm.com.  The firm concentrates in the representation of seriously 
injured victims of all types of accidents.  

Chicago Southland 
Chamber Of 
Commerce hears 
Treasurer Pappas

The Chicago Southland Cham-
ber of Commerce met in Tinley 
Park to hear Cook County Trea-
surer Maria Pappas describe the 
evolution of her office, which 
collects $9 billion yearly in two 
installments and distributes the 
revenue to local governments 
across Cook County. From left: 
Kevin McNulty, president and 
CEO of the Chamber; Joseph 
Christofanelli, of Ernest & Young 
Tax Services; Ten Brenner, man-
ager of physician relations for 
Advocate South Suburban Hos-
pital; Treasurer Pappas; and 
Sam Balark, director of external 
affairs for SBC Illinois. Pap-
pas said that when she became 
treasurer in 1998, the office was 
technologically deficient. Today, 
it is regarded as a model of its 
kind.

Kevin lives with his family in 
the Beverly neighborhood.  He 
concentrates his practice in the 
area of personal injury, wrongful 
death, medical malpractice, 
product liability and workers’ 
compensation cases.
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  Visit us at ....
shamrock imports 

3150 N. Laramie, chicago 773-286-6866

Serving You For over
35 Years Now!

maureen o’Looney, 

Beyond
the abbey
By sean CaLLan

Improv Night for All 
“All the world’s a stage”, said Shake-

speare in As You Like It. Anyone, who 
is interested in taking Shakespeare’s 
observation literally, would be well 
advised to consider participating in Im-
prov Night at Actor’s Craft in Kenosha, 
WI.  Actor’s Craft is an acting school 
which teaches Professional On-Camera 
Acting Technique for Adults and Teens 
and Creative Drama for Children. It 
was started by Maureen Cashin last year. 
Maureen was a volunteer for a decade 
at the Irish American Heritage Center 
in Chicago before moving north a few 
years ago. The school holds an Improv 
Night for adults on two Fridays a month. 
They run from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. Anyone 
with a desire to tread the boards can 
participate in the improv session.

“Come alone, as a couple or a 
group.  I get everyone involved.  
You get up on your feet and join the 
rest of us. When you come you are 
not just an audience member, but a 
participant,” said Maureen.

“We start off easy with physical and 
vocal warm-ups and then move on to 

theater games and then the improvisa-
tion. Even those who consider them-
selves shy have ended up participating 
the whole evening.” she explained.

“You don’t need to be enrolled in 
Actor’s Craft to participate. This is not 
a “professional night of entertainment.” 
The activities are structured, but the 
atmosphere is more like spending 
time with friends laughing and hav-
ing a good time. You don’t have to 
be an actor or comedian to have fun”, 
continued Maureen.

Many at the Center remember that 
Maureen organized Scoil na bPaisti, 
the Irish school for children and 
directed plays there. She also made 
a video showcasing the Center and 
its activities.

“I made a lot of friends at the Center 
and gained valuable experience. Actor’s 
Craft is about an hour away from IAHC 
but it’s not a difficult drive. I’ve always 
been interested in the performing arts. 
I obtained an M.A. in TV/Film from 
Northwestern University and a B.A. 
in Theater from Columbia College. I 

also studied acting for six years with 
top coaches in Los Angeles and was 
associated with the Celtic Arts Center 
in L.A.” said Maureen, whose parents 
John and Nora Cashin are charter 
members of the Heritage Center.

“Improv Night incorporates the 
methods of Viola Spolin and Anita 
Jesse. Spolin is known as “the grand-
mother of improv.” Her son Paul Sills 
adopted her techniques when he 
founded Second City, the country’s 
most famous improvisation troupe. She 
developed her ideas during the Great 
Depression when she taught acting and 
creative expression to under privileged 
children. The youngsters had different 
ethnicity and cultural backgrounds and 
some did not speak English. Spolin 
found that regardless of background 
her pupils generally learned better if 
instruction was done as a game. That 
still holds true today.

“I like to make improv night 
an entertaining experience for 
everyone”, said Maureen. 

She and her husband Keith Bolog 
have three children. Actor’s Craft is 
located at 5126 Sixth Avenue, Kenosha 
and its website is www.actorscraftwis-
consin.com. Or you can call 262/705-
0194 for more information.

The Big Easy Fundraiser 
Irish Times Brookfield Hurricane Relief Committee

Several months ago Hurricane Ka-
trina and accompanying floods dev-
astated New Orleans. We, as a group, 
have organized a committee to raise 
funds for needy families from this area. 
Through the cooperation of Fr. Des-
mond Crotty of St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish in New Orleans, we have chosen 
two families who are in need of our 
support. We are unable to name these 
families out of respect for their privacy.

On Sunday, February 19, 2006 we 
are gathering at The Irish Times in 
Brookfield to host a fundraiser for these 

Catalpa coming to Chicago

families. The Big Easy Fundraiser, with 
a Mardi Gras atmosphere, will include 
entertainment by The Brookfield Jazz 
Group, The Chicago Blues Angels Band, 
Bud Kelly, and Jerry Eadie and Kara 
Kinsella & friends. An appetizer buffet 
will be provided by Irish Times. We are 
charging a $25.00 donation to this event 
which will include a door prize ticket.

We are accepting donations in the 
form of checks, cash, items to be used 
for raffle or door prizes, and unique or 
one-of-a-kind items for silent auction 
would also be appreciated.

Irish Repertory of Chicago pres-
ents the original Dublin production 
of Donal O’Kelly’s Catalpa, playing 
February 22 – 26, 2006 at The Getz 
Theatre, 72 E 11th St, Chicago. This 
production performs for one week 
only in Chicago and features the 
original Dublin cast of Donal O’Kelly 
and Trevor Knight.

Written and performed by Donal 
O’Kelly, Catalpa is the story of an 
obsessive young screenwriter honing 
his presentation for film studio execu-
tives. In the privacy of his hotel room, 
he rehearses his pitch aloud. His 
script is the true tale of The Catalpa, 
an American whaling ship hijacked 
at sea and forced to sail to Australia 
to rescue a group of Irish political 

prisoners. O’Kelly plays the dozens 
of characters in this epic adventure in 
a tour-de-force performance, with live 
musical accompaniment by keyboard-
ist Trevor Knight.

Irish Repertory of Chicago is 
Chicago’s professional Irish theatre, 
celebrating the passion, wit, and 
poetry of Irish and Irish-American 
playwrights with Chicago audiences. 
Chicago’s large Irish population, rich 
Irish history, and widespread Irish 
community have made Irish Rep a 
vital professional company. The 2005-
2006 season marks Irish Repertory’s 
5th Anniversary Season.

Tickets are $32 - $36. For more 
information visit www.irishrep.com or 
call 773.248.7700

For more information contact Kathy Berry at 
708-280-3267 or chicagoerinsrovers@yahoo.com

Ladies
or having a bit of "craic" ?!?

interested
in sports ?

If you want to get in touch with the athletic side of your Irish 
heritage, the Erin's Rovers Ladies Gaelic Football Club

is looking for you!

New members get 1st years membership free!

Come see what we're all about and have a "wee" drink with us
at our annual meeting – held Sunday, Feb 19th at 4:00 p.m.
in Jack Desmond's Pub (10339 S. Ridgeland Ave, Chicago Ridge).

Non-athletic members are also welcome for the social aspect!!!
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CALL: 708-747-0580

FREEDOM HALL • NATHAN MANILOW THEATRE
410 Lakewood Blvd • Park Forest, IL 60466
www.freedomhall.org

Friday, March 10th   8:00 p.m.

This performance is sponsored by
Baxter & Woodman Consulting Engineers,

J. Murray & Associates and Star Newspapers.

Artist accommodations provided by Baymont Inn & Suites.

The Chenille Sisters weave a tapestry out of their own
fresh inimitable creations, obscure covers and a classic
here and there for good measure.

“…they move deftly, with
meticulous harmonies,
from parody to pastiche to
country to folk.”

– People Magazine

The Chenille Sisters

Overnight Packages available at Baymont Suites & Inns - Matteson, IL (708) 503-0999 • (877) BAYMONT

For hotel and visitor information

1-888-895-8233
www.visitchicagosouthland.com

s
TICKETS

$20

TICKET PRICE INCLUDES BEER 
FOOD IS  AVAILABLE  ON A CASH BASIS

$25 $30
$40 A T  T H E  D O O R

( I F  A V A I L A B L E )

EMERALD MEMBERS ONLY

$35 A T  T H E  D O O R
( I F  A V A I L A B L E )

MUST BE 21+ TO ATTEND

PROCEEDS BENEFIT 
Ireland-based

CONCERN WORLDWIDE &
OFF THE STREET CLUB

Chicago’s oldest boys & girls club

WWW.YOUNGIRISH.COM
AND CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR HAPPY HOUR DATES WHERE TICKETS WILL BE SOLD

TO PURCHASE TICKETS OR FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT

SPONSORED BY

HOSTED BY

GENERAL ADMISSION

PLUS 
THECHANCEY BROTHERS
BAGPIPERS, 
IRISH DANCERS 
AND MORE!

FOREVER
GREEN

FOREVER
GREEN

MARCH 17,2006
5–10PM

chicago’s biggest st. patrick’s day bash!

ST
A

R
R

IN
G

NAVY PIER
GRAND BALLROOMFR

ID
AY
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at the Irish American Heritage Center | 4626 North Knox Ave., Chicago, IL

Young musicians come together to play Irish Music...
and have a great time too!

For more information contact: Noel Rice, Director
(773) 725-0300 •  nrice@interaccess.com
www.academyofirishmusic.org

The Academy of Irish Music students meet once a week at the Irish-American
Heritage Center in Chicago. Students are divided into beginner, intermediate, and
senior groups based on ability and experience. The children come from all over
the the Metropolitan area. Most of them participate in school bands and
orchestras; many are Suzuki trained. These kids enjoy playing Irish music and
making new friends.

GROUP LESSONS & PRIVATE CLASSES
Flute | Whistle | Bodhran | Fiddle | Viola | Cello

The Michael Cusack project in Clare
Our thanks to our own P.J. O’Dea, 

(The man from Clare) for filling us in 
on the big project now making great 
progress in Co. Clare), namely “The 
Cusack Project”. Michael Cusack was 
born in Carron, Co. Clare in 1847. 
He spent the early part of his life in a 
university environment which was to 
benefit him greatly in later life. He mar-
ried Imelda Woods from Dromore, Co. 
Down and before her untimely death 
she helped Michael lay the foundation 
for the establishment of the Gaelic Ath-
letic Association, in Thurles 1884.

Michael was a fluent Irish speaker, a 
tireless teacher, loved cricket and rugby, 
but regarded hurling as his game. He 
hated class distinction and wrote many 
fine articles on it and loved Ireland’s 
national pastimes, Hurling Gaelic 
Football, Handball and Rounders (a 
game similar to our baseball). He 
founded the Celtic Times newspaper 
in I887. He wrote many fine articles 
on nationalism and his cry for “Bring 
back hurling” is credited with reviv-
ing the Irish spirit after a famine and 
unsuccessful Risings had almost killed 
it. He died in 1906.

A large and representative committee 
comprised from all walks of life are work-
ing hard on this forthcoming centenary 
project to honor this great Irishman, who 
was indeed the father of the Gaa. Michael 
McDonagh, chairman of the Clare Gaa 

Gaelic News
Continued from page 11

important events scheduled for the park 
during the coming months. Ireland’s 
number 1 balladeer, Paddy Reilly, is 
the first big attraction when he visits 
on Saturday night, February 4, 2006, 
starting at 7:00pm. Doors will open at 
7:00 and the show gets under way at 
8:00. Admission $20.00.

The Merry Ploughboys will enter-
tain on Saturday night, Feb.18th starting 
at 8:30pm. Doors will open at 7:30pm. 
Admission $20.00. Then the 1egendary 
Wolfe Tones will be on stage on Friday 
night, February 24th. Doors open at 
7:30pm starts at 8:30pm. And  Ireland’s 
favorite, an evening of laughter with 
the king of Blarney, Hal Roache, will 
be on stage March 11th at 8:00pm with 
doors open at 7:00pm. Tickets for all 
of these shows are on sale at the front 
office - Visa, Mastercard and Discover 

are accepted. Call Melody or one of the 
charming ladies at 708-687-9323.

Readers are asked to tune in 
Chicago Radio Station, WCEV 
1450am, each Sunday evening, 
7:07-9:00pm for all the local and 
news from Ireland, including sports 
results, etc., and fine commentators 
Mary Riordan, Harry Costello and 
Mary Hackett. Our thanks for their 
recent mention of the Blessed Br. 
Edmund Rice Cause. Also gura 
maile malt agat to fine radio an-

nouncers, Martin Fahey and Mau-
reen O’Looney for promoting the 
cause of Bro. Edmund Rice. 

We understand that our three promi-
nent Chicago Gaels hospitalized, Joe 
Begley, Chairman Chicago Gaa, 
Mike Scanlon, former Treasurer of 
Chicago Gaa and Mike Flanagan, 
former star hurler and Gaa official 
are now out of hospital and making 
great progress in recovery. We join all 
Chicago Gaels in saying, Tanum Cun 
De(Thanks to God).

Soccer: Come Play!
Chicago Celtic Soccer Club is 

looking for experienced players 
for their Sunday Mens team. The 
new season starts in April and runs 
to November. All home games are 
played in Northfield, Illinois. In the 
spring and summer months we train 
every Wednesday on the northwest 
side of the city at 6:30PM. All Play-
ers are expected to train and show up 
for games. No Timewasters please! 
For more info please e-mail John at 
Josulli887@Yahoo.com

Check out our website www.chi-
cagocelticsoccerclub.com

Celtic Wood Carving School

This is a unique and very special 
opportunity for individuals interested
in pursuing the Art of Celtic and
Irish themed Wood Carving. 

Can’t take the class? You can order 
a finished wine rack – carved,  
signed, & numbered by Bernie Fay: 
on the web at www.carvingceltic.com 
or phone us @ 847-800-1234. 
Perfect for  the kitchen counter or 
pub/bar. 
Bernie Fay 
Wood Carver & Instructor for 18 years

Left:

NEW Class project,
Seven bottle Celtic 
Knotwork & Claddagh
Wine Rack

•  All materials and carving chisels included
•  Students begin carving day one
•  Classes Held at Gaelic Park and 
    The Irish American Heritage Center
•  Classes of four or more Instructor will come to you!
•  Learn to develop individual designs into a carved form

www.celticity.com
847-800-1234

class info & dates

Pictured left to right is: the Honorable Dorothy Brown, Clerk of the Circuit Court of 
Cook County; Mark Donahue, President of the Fraternal Order of Police, Chicago 
Lodge #7; Alderman Edward Burke, 14th Ward Chairman of the Finance Committee 
of the City of Chicago, and Ed McElroy, host of “People You Should Know in 
Government”. The hour-long program, “People You Should Know in Government”, 
airs on Chicago Access TV channel 19, and is produced by Martha Wilson.

Blarney Fine Irish 
Imports Closes

The only Irish import store in 
Woodfield Mall has closed its doors.

With the ready availability of Bel-
leek, Waterford, Aran knits and other 
exclusively Irish products at regular 
stores in the same mall, Blarney found 
it impossible to compete anymore.

Shay and Traci Clarke don’t know 
what the future holds, but they believe, 
there is a future.

“Our friends and customers will still 
be able to find us on the festival trail”, 
said Shay. “We’re sorry things didn’t 
work out better, but, we’ll be back!

welcomes this project and invites not only 
Clare Gaels from all over the world but 
also Gaels from all 32 counties of Ireland 
and indeed the world to join in this big 
fitting tribute which commemorates the 
vision of a great Gael and celebrates the 
cultural legacy of a nation in Cusack’s 
centenary year of 2006.

The project is expected to cost in 
the region of 800,000 Euros. Various 
Gaa boards of county, provincial and 
national level have already committed 
over 50 percent of the overall cost, 
while additional funding has been 
offered by the Clare Co. Board and 
FAS. For more information call P.J at 
708-456-14I8.
Chicago Gaelic park news

Our thanks to Patricia Daly, Editor 
of the Chicago Gaelic Park Newsletter, 
for keeping us abreast of the many 

Installed as the 2006 Beverly Area Planning Association Executive Committee 
are Peter Beyer, Treasurer (from left); Kirk Jones; Megan Byrne Krueger, 1st Vice 
President; Willie Winters, Executive Director; Melody Camp, President; Christine 
Slattery, Secretary; Marianne Rowan Leslie, 2nd Vic President; and Peter Coccaro. 
Not pictured: Jim McDonald, Carl Pettigrew and Rose Drever.
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The Emerald Isle
Magnificent Mile

Just Off The

Weekday rates from

$149
Restrictions apply

Irish Hospitality With An American Accent

visit www.fitzpatrickhotels.com/chicago
For reservations and weekend pricing call, 1-800-367-7701

166 East Superior St. • Steps from the Magnificent Mile

Treat yourselves to our Roses & Romance
Package with a stay in a luxurious suite, a
dozen roses in a souvenir vase, and a special
gift basket filled with candles, lotions and
scented bath salts. It’s just what you’ll need to
top off a romantic evening for two.

FC06110IRAMNEWSFEB  1/24/06  2:33 PM  Page 1

Irishman a unique Chicago commissioner

Mayor Harold Washington, the first black mayor of Chicago 1985-89, with Pat Hennessy, Kilkenny 
and Commissioner of Streets and Sanitation, John Halpin, native of Ennis, Co. Clare.
The Mayor jokingly named the two Irishmen, “The” Irish Mafia”. Both men worked for over 
30 years with the City Of Chicago and served seven Mayors, including the legendary Richard J 
Daley. Hennessy was attached to the Mayor’s Office of Information and Public Relations.  
Commissioner Halpin’s mother’s maiden name was May Cahill from Knockatunna, Kilmaley.

by Pat Hennessy
Such was the popularity of former 

City of Chicago Commissioner for 
Streets and Sanitation, Clare born. 
John Halpin, that most Chicagoans 
recognized him by “his beautiful 
Irish accent,” when he appeared on 
radio and television as he often did. 
He served the City of Chicago and 
three mayors: Jane Byrne, Harold 
Washington, and Eugene Sawyer; an 
unusual feat in itself, as incoming 
mayors bring their own people to fill 
the important offices of Police, Fire, 
Department of Streets and Sanitation, 
Health and others.

Commissioner Halpin was the rare 
exception, as his excellent record was 
well known and also because of the 
unique manner in which he operated. 
Most Commissioners sit in their offic-
es and delegate their responsibilities to 
assistants and coordinators. Not so, the 
Clareman, who could be found sitting 
in the front seat with the garbage truck 
driver in the alley, or up on a “cherry-
picker” with a electrician fixing the 
street or alley light, or the Forestry 
worker knocking down a “dead-tree,” 
here, there, and everywhere through 
the big city, all 50 wards, north, south, 
east, and west, almost night and day. 

It was his way of ensuring that his 
department worked efficiently.

Such leadership kept his depart-
ment on the move and as a result they 
received countless awards, including 
national recognition in the much-
coveted form of being named, “Chicago 

- Cleanest and Most Beautiful Big City 
in the Nation.” This was not only good 
government, but also good politics and 
respective mayors took full credit for it 
and rightly so. But, the people that ben-
efited most were the citizens of Chicago 
who received prompt attention to their 
needs from a hard working commis-
sioner in a great department.

Chicago media, like all others ever 
ready to blame someone when some-
thing goes wrong, were a rare sight 
on the 7th floor of City Hall, Office 
of the Commissioner. They usually 
came to thank “the Commissioner” 
for a job well done. On one occasion 
when Lake Michigan flowed onto 
Lake Shore Drive after a big storm, 
John Halpin and his men were on the 
job quickly, solving the problem. That 
prompted some “brain” to hang a sign 
over the Commissioner’s office door, 
which read, “Two great men parted the 
waters, Moses and Halpin.”

Be that as it may, he was named by 
Chicago citizens and superiors as “One 
of the Finest Commissioners of Streets 
and Sanitation,” a much coveted title 

and well deserved. His department 
always received the lowest amount 
of complaints for any department in 
the city government. And it was not 
unusual for a citizen to be greeted at 
the commissioner’s door the morning 
after a complaint had been lodged 
with the commissioner informing him 
or her that, “Everything is taken care 
of.” Such was the “hands-on” manner 
of this famed commissioner, from the 
Banner County, Clare. 

Above and beyond all of that great 
service, John Halpin supported every 
Irish cause that came along and it was 
through his influence that much help 

F.O.P. Chicago Lodge #7 honors retired 
deputy superintendent

left to right: Mark Donahue, President 
of F.O.P. Chicago Lodge #7 and Officer 
John “Barney” Flannagan.

Mark Donahue, President 
of the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice, Chicago Lodge #7, recently 
honored Deputy Superintendent 
John “Barney” Flannagan. Officer 
Flannagan served more than 30 
years as a member of the Chicago 
Police Department and was pre-
sented with the Retiree Star for 
his long service and dedication 
to the Chicago Police Depart-
ment. Deputy Superintendent 
Flannagan is the father of now 
deceased Chicago Police Officer 
Kevin Flannagan. 

was always forthcoming from the May-
or’s Office and City Council. He loves 
the song, dance, and music of the Gael 
and of course his hurling and Gaelic 
football games, particularly when Clare 
is involved. Now in a well-earned retire-
ment with his charming wife and fam-
ily, he is keeping hale and hearty. His 
brother, Jimmy, is also retired from his 
position as Transportation Manager at 
O’Hare Field, and was a star hurler here 
with the famed Shannon Rangers team 
of other years. We join with Chicagoans 
in wishing both Halpin brothers, good 
health and happiness in their retirement. 
Beannact De leat, a cairde.
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“A Great Place To Dine
An Even Greater Place To Golf ”

• 36 Challenging Holes
• Driving Range
• Putting & Chipping Green
• Golf Outing Packages
• Outings and leagues welcome
• Weekend permanent tee times
• Prime dates available for golf outings
• Lessons available by PGA Pro Ken Buss

Home of IllInoIs

specIal olympIcs

celebrIty Golf outInG

 Golf year round!
Restaurant Open Year Round

Visit Our

Golf Dome!
Indoor Driving Range
Two Levels - 45 Tee Slots

Mon - Fri 7am - 9pm
$9.00 per 1/2 hour unlimited golf balls

Sat 8am - 7pm   Sun 8am - 8pm
$10.00 per 1/2 hour unlimited golf balls

9511 W. Manhattan • Monee Road • Frankfort •
815-469-3350     www.greengardencc.com

Dome is also available
evenings for Football,
Softball and Soccer!

Call Tim for an Appointment 
815-469-3350

Junior Rates Mon - Fri 3-6pm
$8.00 per 1/2 hour unlimited golf balls

Senior Rates Mon - Fri 7-11am
$8.00 per 1/2 hour unlimited golf balls

Michael Collins Irish Whiskey-the first ultra-premium Irish whiskey
Named for the legendary Irish 

hero, Michael Collins Irish Whis-
key is the first ultra-premium Irish 
whiskey. Affectionately known as 

“The Big Fellow,” Collins was the 
spearhead of Ireland’s struggle for 
independence and the architect of the 
Treaty of 1921, from which modem 
Ireland emerged. He died at the age 
of 31, but his heroic spirit lives on 
in Michael Collins Whiskey.

Michael Collins begins with 
water from the Cooley Mountains of 
County Louth, Ireland. Louth, known 

as the “Wee County,” 
lies on the east coast of 
Ireland. Its landscape 
is wild and powerful 

— the perfect place 
for a legend to begin. 
The water cascades 
to Cooley Distillery, 
the only independent 
Irish-owned distillery 
in Ireland. Founded by 
John Teeling, an Irish 
entrepreneur with a 
Harvard degree who 
resurrected the distillery and brought 
it back to its glory days, the company 
has roots that date back to 1757. 
Recognized for reviving the tradition 
and quality of Irish whiskey, Cooley 
received the ultimate accolade from 
the International Wine and Spirits 
Competition (IWSC) for outstanding 
achievement in the spirits industry.

With a fantastic introduction 
planned for March of 2006, Michael 
Collins will be available in a blend and 
a single malt. Michael Collins Single 
Malt Irish Whiskey is pot distilled with 
select grains and malted barley dried 
over peat fires. This process is the 
oldest tradition of Irish distilling, dat-
ing back to 1762. The newly distilled 
whiskeys are aged in specially selected 
oak casks for a minimum of eight years 

to form the base of Mi-
chael Collins Single 
Malt. The single malt 
is well-rounded with 
a wonderfully subtle 
smoky flavor from the 
peat that lingers on the 
palate. 

The elegant bottle 
for Michael Collins 
Whiskey is inspired 
by the crystal of Ire-
land. With its graceful 
fluting and statuesque 

profile, it brings to mind the courage 
and cunning of Michael Collins. The 
signature on the neck of the bottle 
is a replica of Collins’ signature on 
the actual Treaty of 1921, which he 
signed with his Irish name.

The company worked with Tim Pat 
Coogan, the world-renowned journal-
ist and official biographer of Michael 
Collins, to establish the authenticity 
behind the brand and name. Coogan 
acted as a liaison between the com-
pany and the Collins family to ensure 
that the spirit of Michael Collins was 
imparted into the brand with care. In 
addition, a portion of the proceeds 
from the sale of Michael Collins Irish 
Whiskey will go to an Irish charity.
Michael Collins Irish Whiskey... 

the heroic spirit.

Take a Personal Stand for Peace - 
Volunteer in Ireland

Volunteer at an Irish reconciliation 
center over St. Patrick’s Day, March 
4-18. What better way to celebrate St. 
Patrick’s Day than by volunteering at an 
Irish retreat center dedicated to building 
peace among people, communities and 
governments?

For two weeks in March over the 
St. Patrick’s Day holiday, Global Vol-
unteers will offer a service program 
at Glencree Centre for Reconciliation 
located in the Wicklow Mountains just 
30 minutes south of Dublin. Volunteers 
will be special guests in the local St. 
Patrick’s Day parade and will have a 
chance to take an informational tour 
of Belfast escorted by Irish experts on 
the conflict.

This is a unique opportunity to ex-

perience firsthand the work of an Irish 
peace center that is attempting to foster 
understanding and tolerance among 
individuals and groups from all sides 
of the age-old Northern Ireland conflict. 
The Global Volunteers team will tackle 
light labor and maintenance projects at 
the Glencree Centre, working along-

s ide  long- te r m 
volunteers from 
around the world. 
They also will have 
the opportunity to 
witness Glencree 
Centre is unique 
a n d  e f f e c t i v e 
conflict-resolution 
techniques in ac-
tion. Evenings will 
be filled with lively 
discussions featur-
ing spokespersons 

from various political groups. If you’ve 
ever wanted to take a personal stand for 
peace, here is your opportunity.

Dates for this special team are March 
4-18; the tax-deductible fee of $2,455 
covers all meals, lodging, project ex-
penses and team leader services. (One-
week option also offered.) Discounts 
are available for students, internet users 
and groups. Airfare is extra. Call 800-
487-1074 for details; or check out the 
website at www.globalvolunteers.org

If you can’t make the St. Paddy’s 
Day team, don’t worry. Ireland teams 
are scheduled throughout the year, 
including: June 17-July 1, July 1-15, 
Aug. 5-19 and Oct. 7-21.

Founded in 1984 in St. Paul, Minn., 
Global Volunteers is a nonprofit, inter-
national development organization of-
fering service programs in 19 countries. 
All projects are locally initiated and 
directed. No special skills are required 
to volunteer on most projects only 
a willingness to serve and a flexible 
attitude. For complete details, call 1-
800-487-1074, check out the website at 
www.globalvolunteers.org or write: 375 
E. Little Canada Road, St. Paul, MN 
55117; email@globalvolunteers.org.
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You would think when a fella reaches his 87th year he 
might not mind the spotlight. Not Martin Fahey. He wanted 
the spotlight squarely on “Ireland On Parade” the 39th an-
nual edition, held at Chicago Gaelic Park from March 8th 
through March 16th.

I believe it is easier to 
ask forgiveness than per-
mission, so Marty, with my 
apologies...

Ireland On Parade 
then

What I found out about 
“Ireland On Parade” (IOP) 
is that it all started at the 
Ford City Shopping Center 
on the southside in 1968 
at the invitation of the 
shopping center manager. 

“Dennis Dennehy, Noel 
Gaffney and I worked side 
by side,” said Fahey. They 
were all instrumental in the 
success of the event which 
outgrew the shopping cen-

ter after ten years.
In 1978 IOP moved to the hugely popular Glendora House 

on S. Harlem in Chicago Ridge owned by Mike Keane and 
Kevin Walsh.

In 1992, John Crean helped convince Gaelic Park to host the 
event and it has been a big success throughout the years.

IOP is now in its 39th year of Irish dancing, music, and 

847-931-5900 • www.hemmens.org 2005-2006 Performing Arts Season is sponsored by 
The Courier News, Miller Brewing, & Euclid Beverage.

LeaheySunday, Feb. 26 • 7:00 p.m.
Leahy, the awe-inspiring eight-member brother and sis-

ter act from Canada, are a whirlwind triple threat of fid-

dle-driven music, dance, and vocals augmented by key-

boards and percussion who leave onlookers breathless

from the moment they hit the stage. 

Tickets: $40 Golden Circle, 

$30 Main Floor, $20 Balcony

Spectacularenergy andexcitement.

Ireland On Parade March 8 - 16
Congenial Martin Fahey celebrates 39 years as host
By Cliff Carlson

song. The dancing schools, teachers, mu-
sicians, singers, host, and all helpers do it 
for free. That’s right, free. All volunteer, 
all the time. They do it to continue the 
Irish tradition. 

Folks like Liz Carroll and Michael 
Flatley did their part back in the early Ford 
City days, and over the years. Some others 
who were very instrumental in making IOP 
happen were John McGreevy, Martin Byrne, 
Tom Masterson, Joe O’Shea and Jim and 
Eleanor Neary.

“People who deserve much of the credit 
are the countless parents and grandpar-
ents who enroll their children in dance, 
or music classes, and then support them 
through the years by volunteering at many 
events, including “Ireland On Parade,” 
said Martin. “It must be very expensive 
for them, but they do it to carry on the 
Irish tradition,” he continued.

Ireland on Parade the traditional introduction to the St. Patrick’s season is celebrating its 39th year. The 
presentation includes traditional and authentic Irish step dancing, ceili dancing. Music and Song on March 
8, 9, 10, 11, 15 & 16. The entertainers include local step dancing schools, local entertainers and The 
Irish Musicians. Each evening begins with music by the Irish Musicians and dancing by local step dancing 
schools from 7 pm. to 9 pm. Doors open each evening at 5.30pm and admission is free. A delicious hot 
food buffet is available nightly starting at 5.30pm. Irish storytelling by one of the best, Tom Carroll of Co. 
Wexford, is also on the schedule.
Southside Irish Sunday March 13th, means a full day of activity at Gaelic Park beginning with Mass at 9 
am. followed by an authentic Irish Breakfast. The entire facility at Gaelic Park opens 1:30 pm. with music 
and entertainment on all stages in all of the rooms. Admission is $5.00 adults, kids 12 and under $3.00. 
Call 708-687-9323 for more information.
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Martin Fahey
Martin was born in November, 1919 in 

Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo. He was comfort-
able in Ireland, staying put until he was 
twenty-eight. In 1939 a recruiter came 
from England looking for 600 Irish labor-
ers. Marty’s first answer to the recruiter 
was “no.” The recruiter must have seen 
something special in Martin, because he 
came back and offered him a good job in 
the office of a big contractor. Martin, wise 
for his age, accepted. 

He went over to England in 1940 with no 
idea of what lay ahead. Plenty. He stayed 
through the blitz of World War II.

While working for John Lang & Son, 

a large contractor in England, an uncle 
from Chicago with the same name came 
to visit Fahey in 1947 and invited him 
to come live in Chicago. “I told him 
I would give it a try. He made all the 
arrangements with the American and 
London Embassies. In those days you 
had to have someone claim you so you 
would be no burden to the U.S. govern-
ment,” said Martin.

In Chicago, Martin went to work for 
Standard Oil in their shipping department. 

He worked through the ranks and became 
a supervisor in the distribution depart-
ment and went on to become Standard 
Oils fleet director for the Chicago Metro 

area until his retirement in 1986. “It was 
a busy job. We had over 120 drivers. 
Between accidents and oil 
spills they kept us on our 
toes,” laughed Martin.

The Irish Connection
Fahey wasn’t in Amer-

ica long before he found 
an Irish connection. In 
the mid 1950’s Martin 
got involved with the Co-
lumban Fathers. He had 
some broadcasting in his 
background so he became 
the emcee for concerts 
and fund-raisers. Through 
the concerts he was close 
to his beloved Irish songs, 
dance, and music.

In 1956, the late Tom 
McNamara started an Irish 
radio program at WJOB, 
1230 AM in Hammond, Indiana that 
could be heard throughout the southside 
and beyond. On from 11 am. to noon, 
McNamara asked Martin to assist him. 
The popular Nancy Madden Holly also 
assisted on the show. Martin took over 
the show in 1981 and it has been running 
on consecutive 
Saturdays con-
tinuously since 
1956. In fact, 
this is the 25th 
a n n i v e r s a r y 
with Fahey as 
host. Of course, 
he thanks his 
main sponsors, 
Standard Bank, 
Winston’s ,  A 
Touch of Ire-
land and the 
Andrew J. Mc-
Gann Funeral 
Home, all well-

known names in Irish circles. (Hats 
off to Winston’s by the way. They have 

been advertising 
in Irish-American 
publications as 
well since 1964!)

Martin’s f irst 
marriage was to 
Rita Madden until 
her untimely death 
in 1971. Son Marty 
of Barrington, and 
daughter Sheila 
of Tinley Park 
were from that 
marriage. Martin 
is happily mar-
ried since 1973 to 
Mary Campbell, 
who had her own 
school of Irish 
Dance for many 

years starting in 1959.
Martins parting words were typical of 

this self-effacing man. “I consider it a 
great privilege to be able to present the 
music, song, and dance of my native land 
over the airways and on stage.”

The privilege is all ours.

John McGreevy (left) accepts Ditinguished Irish-American Award ofor 1975 from Martin Fahey

“I consider it a great 
privilege to be able to 

present the music, song, 
and dance of my native 
land over the airways 

and on stage”

Martin and Mary at home
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We’ve Got the Answer! 

Get with the craic

IRISH STYLE
at Chicago’s Newest Hot Spot

The Kerryman 
661 N Clark St 

Call and Make Your 
Reservation NOW 

312-335-8121 
FAX 312-335-8151 

Looking for a Great Atmosphere
and Custom Menus for Your Special Event?

ou’re nvited to
The DuPage County Ulster Project

 
March 4th,  6:30 p.m.

For more information about attending the dinner, 
making a donation or becoming a prospective host family, 

please contact Sarah Antas at

(630) 690-2852
or visit us at our website: www.dupage-ulster.com.

at The Abbington Banquet Facility in Glen Ellyn.
Tickets: $60.00 per person; $450.00 for a table of 8.

Tickets must be purchased in advance.

St. Patrick's Day Dinner and Silent Auction

What a month. What a month! 
Two of the truly best in the busi-
ness are releasing albums in 
February. The already legendary, 
Flook is out in the States with 
Haven, and the master, Eilis 
Kennedy has her latest piece of 
fabness with, One Sweet Kiss. 
Flook first.

The group, Flook, ( if they 
are not familiar to you ) are....
wait a minute here. If Flook is 
NOT familiar to you, where 
in God’s name have you been? 
This all-instrumental quartet is 
celebrating its tenth anniversary 
with their newest creation, Ha-
ven.There are no Awards left 
for these four. Sarah Allen and 
Brian Finnegan on flutes and 
whistles, Ed Boyd on guitar and 
John Joe Kelly on bodhran are a 
creative force of nature. Imag-
ine Herbie Mann meets trad. 
Imagine----well, we  were going 
to go into a bunch of “imagines” 

By Bill Margeson

radition in ReviewT
here. But, that is impossible. No 
one else remotely sounds like 
Flook. The trad fan may have a 
problem from a distance discern-
ing between John Daly and Tap 
Room Trio on a specific cut, but 
not here. There is no one else in 
this area. Flook not only owns 
the mansion, they invented it. 
You can’t be hip to the current 
scene in trad without knowing 
this group. Haven has nine new 
cuts for the listener. The album 
is on World Village Records. It 

will become widely available in 
the States on February 14th, and 
would make a swell Valentine’s 
Day gift!! The other great news 
is that they are going to be at 
Old Town School of Folk Music 
on March 24th. If that concert is 
not sold out already, call and get 
your tix. We have had no group 
result in more people coming up 
to us at concerts and thanking 
us for making the punter aware 
of them. This is magic. There is 
such energy. Each instrumental 
is so carefully thought out----and 
yet, seems so impromptu. We 
have whined several times over 
the years about how impossible 
it is to write about something that 
the ear hears. Actually, truth be 
told, it can’t be done. But, we can 
tell you this. You will love this 
group. Doesn’t everyone? Their 
albums are like little pieces of 
art. Unique. Brilliant. The best. 
Look--just get this album. If it is 
not what we are telling you, come 
up to us somewhere and we’ll 
buy you a pint and discover what 
part of your musical upbringing 
was incomplete. Flute, guitar and 
bodhran-driven music played 
with amazing class and sense 
of fun. This is going to win yet 
another Award for Flook in this 
paper’s March issue of The Top 
TIR Awards.

Eilis Kennedy is a great, great 
lady. The fact that she is, arguably, 
the best trad singer in Ireland is 
of some importance, also. Raised 
on The Dingle, this woman is 
the real deal, all the way ‘round. 
What an amazing voice. Beauti-
ful. Her first album, Time To Sail 
was a masterpiece, and won a ton 
of Awards, including our Female 
Vocal Album of the Year on the 

Top TIR. The new bit o’ bril-
liance, One Sweet Kiss is JUST 
out. We must quickly add that 
the album itself features the best 

designed album cover and notes 
we have seen in years. But, we’re 
not buying the cover! She gets 
just the best musicians to back 
her. Who wouldn’t want to? Then, 
she discovers the most amazing 
songs. Be it Bob Dylan’s, Span-
ish Boots of Spanish Leather, 
or the traditional whaling song, 
Farewell to Tarvithe, how does 
she dream all this? On her first 
album, she gave us her version of 
the oft-recorded, Lord Franklin. 
Bam! She owned it. No one else 
need record it. It has been done. 
Interesting that  Farewell to Tar-
vithe is also about sailing in the 
Arctic climes. Cold, hard work 
sung about by this warmest of 
voices. Beauty Deas an Oileain 
is another incredible discovery, 
and is about a Curragh race 
involving the Blasket Islanders, 
just off the coast of Dingle. The 
event was memorialized by the 
local poet, Sean O Duinnsleibhe. 
Eilis’ great-grandfather was one 
of the winning crew  members. 
See? This IS Irish music. It is 
a wonder, to be sure. Eilis and 
her husband, John, a good musi-

cian himself, own a great music 
pub and restaurant in Dingle, 
The John Benny Moriarty. It is 
right on the harbour. We were 
so fortunate to be there about 
two years ago. That night was 
one we will never forget, as we 
were repeatedly gobsmacked by 
Eilis’ live singing, and the musi-
cians who sat in. Talk about a 
session! We have never been to 
a friendlier place or been among 
more talented people all at one 
go. Now, you can get One Sweet 
Kiss by going to Eilis’ website-

--just google her name. Or, you 
can also go to the Copperplate 
Distribution website in London, 
and Alan O’Leary will take care 
of you. LiveIreland.com will also 
have it. If you love Ireland and 
Irish music, this is the one.

It is a great world that gives 
us a single month that offers two 
albums of this calibre. These 
albums are from world class 
performers at the zenith of their 
powers. Get off your duff and get 

‘em. Both.
Are you listening to THE 

show? Hm? WDCB, 90.9 fm, ev-
ery Monday evening from 7-9:00 
p.m. Love Irish music?
Notes:

* Many consider Noel Hill to 
be the best concertina player in 
the world. He has a new album 
out, and we’ll be reviewing it in 
April in some detail.

* We’ll be returning to Ireland 
again in mid-February for music 
business . More on that later.

* Stonecross is a talented duet 
out of Michigan. More later. And, 
of course, John Daly’s wonderful 
project. Oh, so much to cover!

* Next month will be The Top 
TIR Awards here in the paper. 
The best of the best for 2006. Not 
to be missed.

* It is NOT true, as some of 
you readers have suggested that 
the lad across the page, Shay 
Clarke, considers Thin Lizzie the 
greatest trad band of all time. He 
is sometimes that lost in the jour-
ney of music, but not always.

* Paddy Reilly at the Irish 
American Heritage Center. Who 
doesn’t love Paddy?* *Had a 
lovely lunch with John Daly and 
the incomparable, Dennis Cahill. 
Fun. Dennis should be out with 
a new album with Martin Hayes. 
They are the best duo there is, 
doncha’ know---but Dennis has 
been promising this album for 
two years. Hmmm. We’ll say no 
more. John Daly also whispers of 
a new fiddle album. He is another 
great one.

* Ta!!
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From traditional to contemporary,
five Irish women put a modern
twist on Celtic sounds.

CD AND DVD AVAILABLE NOW

For details visit
www.CelticWoman.com

THE NEW

CONCERT

PHENOMENON

DIRECT FROM

IRELAND IS ON

TOUR THIS

SPRING!

Available in stores now — 
the solo albums from Chloë, Órla, Lisa, Máiréad, and Méav!

© 2006 Manhattan Records

The See It On PBSTM logo 
is a trademark of the 
Public Broadcasting Service.
© 2004. All rights reserved.

Celtic Woman PresentsCeltic Woman Presents

1808 West 103rd Street  Chicago, IL 60643

“In the southside’s beautiful Beverly neighborhood
www.worldfolkmusic.company.com

WORLD FOLK MUSIC CO.
“A music store dedicated to the Celtic musician and student”

773-779-7059
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Born and raised in Dublin, Niamh Parsons 
has come to be known as one of the most dis-
tinctive voices in Irish music. Throughout her 
career, she’s performed with a wide variety of 
artists and appeared at nearly every prestigious 
folk festival on either side of the Atlantic. 
             Don’t miss this rare oppor-
             tunity to hear one of the 
             premier vocalists of her time
             and a keeper of the flame in 
              Irish traditional song.  
             “Let’s cut to the chase, 
             Niamh Parsons has a drop-dead, stop-you-in-your-tracks, 
             unbelievably gorgeous voice.” (Calgary Herald).  
             Parsons will perform with guitarist Graham Dunne.

Niamh Parsons
with Graham Dunne

FRIDAY MARCH 3
8:00 PM – TICKETS $20

for tickets call 773-779-7059

Graham Dunne

Niamh Parsons

Gaelic Park is offering many events to 
make the winter month of February a 
little more interesting

Irish school returns 
The first Irish School in the Chi-

cago area will resume classes at the 
Irish American Heritage Center from 
February 18 to April 1.  

On Saturday mornings, from 
8:30 am to noon, children will have 
fun learning about Irish heritage, 
customs, language, art and music 
through drama, story telling, crafts 
and games.  Classes are geared for 
children ages 6-14 years old. 

This year’s curriculum for the 
younger students, aged 6-10, will 
focus on Irish holidays festivals, 
Irish folk and fairy tales.  The Teen 
Arts Club will study Irish people and 
their involvement in the arts, politics 
and the media. They will also study 
contemporary Irish poets and write 
poetry of their own. 

For more information on class 
prices and to register children, call 
the Irish American Heritage Center, 
773-282-7035, ext. 10.  

Direct from Dublin, The Merry 
Ploughboys will perform Irish rebel 
songs, ballads, and more in a highly 
anticipated show on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 18, 2006 with doors opening 
at 7:30 p.m., show beginning at 
8:30 p.m. The cost will be $20 per 
person. The Merry Ploughboys are 
Irish enthusiasts and enjoy classical 
as well as contemporary approaches 
of music making. With the sounds 
of the f iddle, bluegrass banjo, 
bodhran, bass guitar, piano accor-
dion, and the distinct sounds of the 
mandolin, The Merry Ploughboys 
will definitely rouse the crowd’s 
high spirits with not only music but 
also a reverence for Ireland.

An exciting evening will be had 
on Friday, February 24th, when The 
Wolfe Tones come to town.  The 
doors for this show open at 7:30 
p.m. with an 8:30 p.m. showtime. 
For over 40 years, this rabble-rous-
ing group has inspired many to fight 
against the injustices in Ireland with 
their poignant, powerful and unsur-
passed style of music. In the past 
years the group has become the big-
gest selling artists in Ireland and in 
2001-2002, sold more albums than 
the ever- popular U2. Show goers 

will enjoy Wolfe Tones ballads such 
as On the One Road, Boys of the Old 
Brigade, Come Out Ye Black and 
Tans Come Out Ye Black and Tans 
and the classic -Celtic Symphony. 
Tickets to this much -anticipated 
show will go quickly as the last 
appearance at Gaelic Park did sell 
out. Tickets are on sale now for the 
price of $20 per person.

Gaelic Park’s popular Celtic Sup-
pers are the perfect meeting place 
for large groups, and for only $15, 
a buffet including soup, salad, main 
entrée and dessert is served. Chil-
dren are welcome; under 12 years 
old admission is $8. This month mu-
sical guests will be Gerard Haughey 
on February 12th and The Griffins 
on February 26th. There will be no 
Celtic Supper on February 5h, which 
is Super Bowl Sunday.

Come to Gaelic Park for their 
monthly Musical Luncheon to be 
held on Wednesday, February 1st, 
beginning at noon. Dancing music 
provided by the talented Joe Mc-
Shane. For the modest cost of $15, 
the Musical Luncheon includes an 
afternoon of lively entertainment, a 
delicious sit down lunch that includes 
dessert. Reservations are required.

IRISH ART WANTED
BOOKS, PRINTS,
OLD PHOTOS

Contact Sean
718-482-7624

Or Email 
Kelticart@aol.com



28  IRISH  AMERICAN  NEWS February 2006   

The Voice of Catholic Charities of the Arch-
diocese of Chicago Administrator, Catholic 
Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago 

Word With 
Father BolandA

Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.®

Tom Ryan
17256 Oak Park Ave.

Tinley Park, IL 60477

(708)532-5040

So why trust any
company to insure it?

Don’t trust just anyone to insure 
your car, see me:

YOU WOULDN’T TRUST JUST 
ANYONE TO DRIVE YOUR CAR,

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ)
State Farm Indemnity Company (NJ) • Home Offices, Bloomington, Illinois

Catholic Charities does a good 
job of reading “the signs of the 
times” because we have a built-in 

“barometer:” the 870,000 families, 
children, seniors and single adults 
we helped last year. But this winter, 
the “signs of the times” we see at our 
nine Emergency Assistance Centers 
food pantries and clothing rooms in 
Cook and Lake counties, and our six  
weekly supper programs in Chicago, 
Summit and Des Plaines have re-
quired us to expand our services. 
In the Southwest Suburbs: 

• In January 2005, Catholic Chari-
ties’ Wednesday Night Suppers at St. 

Blase Parish in Southwest suburban 
Summit served hot meals to an av-
erage of 45-55 low-income, hungry 
and homeless people from the area. 
Since last June, our weekly guests 
number 90.

• In December, 2004, St. Blase 
Food Pantry provided 231 house-
holds of 818 individuals with month-
ly bags of food containing three 
meals a day for four days. This past 
December, we served 379 house-
holds of 1,497 members – a huge 
increase from the previous year. 
This would have been an impossible 
task if it weren’t for the generous 

donations of food – including fresh, 
perishable products from local food 
and bread stores – and the growing 
support of many Southwest suburban 
parishes and donors.

• Last October, the number of 
phone requests for rent assistance 
shot up to 120 requests a month or 
30 a week – and is rising. A major 
reason, according to our intake spe-
cialist who speaks with each caller, 
is lack of employment: “The jobs 
are just not there. One breadwinner 
is laid off, or has hours cut, and 
that’s all it takes: one little bump in 
the road.”  

• In November and December, 
we received an average of 6.6 calls 
per day for rental assistance. Since 
January we receive 10 - 14 calls per 
day for rent. This winter, low-income 
families and seniors are being forced 
to do a “balancing act” between the 
huge increases in their utility bills 
(which in some cases have jumped 
from $75 to $300) and their monthly 
rent. 
At our North/Northwest Regional 
Center in Des Plaines:

• Our food pantry now feeds 250 
families a month: over 1,000 people. 
The reason, according to Northwest 
Regional Representative Cheryl 
Margiewicz, is the lack of a living 
wage: heads of families are under-
employed or underpaid. 

• The number of Catholic Charities 

New Hope Apartments for homeless 
families in suburbs from Evanston to 
Hoffman Estates has risen dramati-
cally in the last year from 13 to 22, 
thanks to over a dozen committed 
North and Northwest suburban 
parishes which generously donate 
monthly rent payments to support 
apartments. 

• Completely furnished by donated 
furniture, linens and household items 
from parishes and individuals, these 
scattered-site apartments are “home” 
to homeless families as they develop 
budgeting, planning, parenting and 
job skills with the ongoing support 
of Catholic Charities caseworkers. 
Within two years, these families 
have achieved their goal of perma-
nent housing and employment. As a 
family becomes self-sufficient and 
f inancially independent, another 
family enters the New Hope Apart-
ments program to work toward 
independence and stability. 

• This program is also supported by 
Catholic Charities’ annual “Hearts 
for Homeless Families” benefit, be-
ing held on March 25. 
Downtown Chicago:

• Starting in mid-February, Chi-
cago’s Holy Name Cathedral Parish 
will host a year-round Thursday 
Night Supper for 130 hungry people 
at Catholic Charities St. Vincent 
Center on Chicago’s Near North 
Side, funded by donations to the 

Cathedral’s St. Vincent de Paul 
Society. Teams of parish volunteers 
will arrange for the meals, serve the 
guests and clean up afterwards. 

• This major commitment by one 
parish will bring to four the number 
of evening meals provided weekly at 
Catholic Charities’ St. Vincent Cen-
ter for the great numbers of homeless 
and near-homeless men and women 
who rely on us for food in the heart 
of Chicago.

As the needs of the poor grow, 
Catholic Charities has been blessed 
by the extraordinary generosity 
of many parishes, individuals and 
businesses who take seriously the 
Gospel mandate to feed the hungry, 
shelter the homeless and clothe the 
naked. I thank them sincerely for 
having “a heart of charity” for the 
poor. May God bless all who help 
his people in need.

To make a donation of food or 
clothing or to contribute toward rent 
or utility assistance, please contact 
the Catholic Charities office in your 
region: North Suburbs, (847) 376-
2121; Northwest Suburbs, (847) 
376-2118; Southwest Suburbs, (708) 
430-0428; South Suburbs, (708) 
333-8379; West Suburbs, (708) 
222-1491; or Lake County, (847) 
782-4502.

To learn more about Catholic 
Charities or to make a donation, visit 
www.catholiccharities.net.

EXECUTIVE CLASS TOURS
CO. GALWAY, IRELAND

Irish Vacation Specialists

Private Group Specials (FREE PLACES)
Chauffeur Drive Specials

Golf Specials
www.executivetours.ie
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an Immigrant’s
 Musings

Fr. Michael Leonard

from Irish to High Variety

Parties • Festivals • Weddings

dooleybrothers.com

708-366-9458 
dooleyinfo@dooleybrothers.com

road to Lisdoonvarna cD
is available at Irish Import stores 

throughout Chicagoland

complete listing on our Website:

Log on today for a  “Dooley-
ized” musical experience! Vintage 
photos - Venue schedule - Music

saturday, march 4, 2:30 - 5:30pm
Molly Malone’s, Forest Park
After the st patrick’s parade

our brand new designed
T-Shirts

have arrived and are available
at all performances

Dooley
broTherSTh

e
C.I.I.S. AGM

Chicago Immigrant Support held 
it’s annual general meeting in Galvin’s 
meeting room. Those present were 
presented with a report of the ac-
tivities of our organization for the 
past 12 months. The following is a 
breakdown of the main categories of 
enquiry with which people contacted 
our office for help:
Concerning visa matters      772
Concerning issues involving Legal Per-
manent Residency (Green Cards) 731
Concerning Naturalization      263 
Concerning Pastoral matters      576 
Contacts with the Consulate      796

This together with phone calls 
faxes letters and e-mails, amounted 
to an overall average of 25 contacts 
per business day. So as you can see 
we have no shortage of work!

We feel very fortunate that we have 
a group of very dedicated people who 
make up our board and others who also 
volunteer to help at various events and 
functions during the year. The new 
board elected for the coming term is 
as follows: Chairperson: Peter Din-
neen. (Cork), V.Chair: Cyril Regan 
(Roscommon), Secretary: Sarah Shee-
han (Chicago), Treasurers: Mary John-
son (Chicago) & Maureen O’Looney 
(Mayo), Members: Liam Murray 
(Offaly) Paul Treacy (Dublin).
Warning-Beware of scams

The Coalition of Irish Immigration 
Centers issued a strong warning to im-
migrants to be cautious of individuals 
charging fees to file applications for 

“green cards” for applicants who are 
not eligible for any change of status. 
As the legislation pending in congress 
gets more press coverage some people 
are confused about what has passed 
and what has not. “We have heard 
from a number of individuals who 
were charged thousands of dollars to 
file applications when they are clearly 
not eligible to apply” said Siobhan 
Dennehy, Executive Director of the 
Emerald Isle Immigration Center 
(EIIC). Dennehy pointed out that many 
of these applicants had been told by 
other immigration attorneys that they 
were not eligible but were taken in by 
unscrupulous individuals. 

Our office has also received nu-
merous calls from individuals who 
have been contacted by unscrupulous 
immigration practitioners. It is im-
portant to emphasize once again that, 
currently immigration legislation is 
pending in Congress but nothing has 

passed yet so at the moment there are 
no new visa programs. If you were 
not eligible before and your personal 
circumstances have not changed you 
should be cautious of anyone who 
tells you that some new program has 
come up.

To protect themselves from un-
scrupulous practitioners immigrants 
should do some research before hiring 
anyone to file an immigration petition. 
Check with friends & family who have 
had attorneys file successful petition. 
Confirm whether the attorney you are 
about to hire is a member of the Ameri-
can Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA). Interview the attorney and 
find out how much experience they 
have, and how much he/she charges 
for the particular service you need. It is 
always good to seek a second opinion 
especially if the person is telling you 
something that you do not full under-
stand. Call and speak to an expert at 
an Irish immigration advocacy group 
in your area, the Irish Centers may 
provide referrals to attorneys where 
the quality of work is known to them.

We in C.I.I.S. would like to remind 
our readers that we have a profession-

als available and willing to answer 
any questions you may have. Please 
remember our services are free of 
charge and if we can’t help you we 
will gladly provide a referral to tried 
and trusted professionals in the im-
migration field. 

There are Irish immigrant advocacy 
and support organizations in most of 
the major US cities. Some useful num-
bers to keep at hand are: Emerald Isle 
Immigration Center New York - Phone 
718-478-5502, Aisling Irish Commu-
nity Center New York - Phone 914-237-
5121, Irish Immigration Center Boston 
- Phone 617-542-7654, Irish Pastoral 
Center Boston Phone – 617-479-7404, 
Irish Immigration& Pastoral Center of 
Philadelphia – Phone 610-789-6355

Note: This material is provided 
curtsey of Sheila Gleeson, Execu-
tive Director CIIC. The Coalition of 
Irish Immigration Centers (CIIC) is a 
national “umbrella” organization was 
founded in 1996 and has 15 active 
immigrant and pastoral centers in the 
US including groups in California, 
Philadelphia, Washington, Illinois, 
Washington D.C., Maryland, New 
York, Massachusetts, and Wisconsin. 
C.I.I.S Are part of the above-men-
tioned “umbrella” group.
Immigration reform

As we go to press the disturbing 

news from congress was the passing 
of enforcement only legislation by the 
house. The most upsetting part of this 
piece of legislation is a proposal to 
make violations of immigration law a 
criminal offence. If this law is passed by 
the US Senate and signed by the Presi-
dent it would automatically bar every 
undocumented person in the country 
from ever adjusting his or her status. It 
would also put an enormous financial 
burden on the US tax payers to pay for 
the removal of the approx. 13 million 
undocumented persons in the US. 

Most fair-minded people are of 
the opinion that such a seriously 
punitive measure is not the way to fix 
our broken immigration laws. Lets 
hope that members of the Senate will 
follow calls from Senators Martinez 
(R) Florida and Obama (D) Illinois 
and allow a genuine, balanced and 
comprehensive reform immigration 
bill to proceed. 

As always, we encourage our read-
ers to call on our elected representa-
tives and ask for their support for the 
Kennedy/McCain bill.
Reflect

One of the often-mentioned ills of 
life in every age is selfishness. Indeed, 
one of the most admired qualities 
in people who impact our lives for 
the better is of course the opposite 
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of selfishness, which is a person’s 
willingness to serve others. To do so 
without fuss or seeking a reward is 
indeed one of the main ways in which 
the “saints” inspire others. 

Take the example of a woman who 
had to force herself to leave her home 
(she was at that time suffering from 
depression) and go to help at a St. Vin-
cent DePaul meals on wheels program. 
She said: “I always felt better after I 
returned home.” She discovered the 
truth of St. Francis of Assisi’s words: 

“It is in giving that we receive.” Ralph 
Waldo Emerson put it a little differ-
ently: “It is one of the most beautiful 
compensations of this life that no 
man can sincerely try to help another 
without helping himself.”

Every community is enriched by 
people of all ages who are willing 
to volunteer their time and talents to 
help those less fortunate among us. 
Almost every community is short of 
volunteers to help the needy. Perhaps 
you might consider helping a support 
group or organization in your area. I 
think you will not regret it.

If you have any comments, ques-
tions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact me at the office Tel. 312-337-
8445. Cell 773-677-5341 or you can 
e-mail me at the following: siochan@
catholic.org  
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cork
Rent house - ocean view
Several ocean view to choose 
from. Weekly rentals on the Beara 
Peninsula in Southwest Co. Cork 
near Glengarriff and Bantry Bay. Self 
catering, complete with all you need 
to cook with! Built by an American for 
American tastes.Carey’s Oceanfront 
Rentals:www.aaairishvacations.
com or 011-353-127-60116.

Irish memorabilia, old souvenirs, 
Wade Porcelain, Antiquarian 
Books, Irish Coins, Ephemera 
and Sheet Music Pre 1930. Tom 
847-296-2133

Beautiful oceanfront
cottage in Dingle for rent

Newly remodeled and furnished. 
Four bedroom, four bath cottage 
with a fabulous view of the ocean 

at the mouth of Dingle harbor. 
Short walk to beach and only two 
miles from Dingle town. Sleeps 8-
10. Call Colleen 312-399-8793

Kerry Lakefront - Chicago North 
Spacious 800 Sq. Ft. 1 BR/1 BA 
in elegant 1930’s art deco bldg. 
151K. Next door to park & lake-
front. Steps to train, restaurants 
& shops. Downtown express 
bus at front door. Open/Sunny 
Kitchen & Dine room w/ west 
views of courtyard garden/foun-
tain. LV room overlooks north 
tree-lined street and lakeside 
park. BR with south courtyard 
views. Tile & Parquet floors. 
Eve/wkend sec guard & onsite 
wkdy bldg  mnger. Parking wait 
list. Pets okay. 5060 N. Marine 
Dr. 151K. More info: Elizabeth 
@ 708.445.0700 x2. Motivated 
to sell.

Wanted

celtic Weddings
Everything you need under one 
roof! Irish harp, fiddles, food, 
favors, costume, calligraphy ~ 
every Celtic tradition for your 
event. Rev. Rebecca and Glen 
Eagles Country Club have it all 
prepared for you. 888-80-RITES 
www.revreb.com 
ceremonies@aol.com 

Own the tour that travels back 
to the time of the Great Chicago 
Fire 1871. This historic sale 
includes three antique fire trucks 
and two kiosks on Michigan 
Avenue. Call George of O’Leary 
Tours at (312) 287.6565. www.
olearysfiretours.com.

“IRELAND 2006 see 
Athlone & District

Tourist Guide. 
log on to

www.acis.ie”

Business  4 Sale

Own & operate a prof it-
able European Import Store & 
Building for under $200,000. 
Customer Loyalty & Great 
Merchandise can be yours. Call 
Patti Thayer 815-395-6803, 
Whitehead, Inc.

great opportunity

condo For Sale

Why not join a company with impeccable
credentials and impeccable integrity?

- Recipient of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce  
 Blue Chip Enterprise Award.

- Inc. 500 fastest growing companies in the U.S.
 5 consecutive years
- Over 1/2 billion in yearly sales with 19 years
 sustained growth 
 looking for 3-5 dynamic, serious, 

entrepreneurial-minded people
to expand the Chicago market

• No inventory
• No investment

• Unlimited income potential
call Karen at 312-208-2363

For Wholesaler of unique Irish, 
Scottish & Celtic style clothing. 
In-House screen art, embroi-
dery & 3-D embossing. Pricing 
starting at $5.91 per garment.   
Commissions paid upon order 
placements. (410) 713-0245. 

RETAIL ACCOUNT
REPS NEEDED

Egg Donor Wanted
Loving couple seeking a warm-
hearted Irish female to be an 
Egg Donor. We appreciate you 
helping us to have a family; 
your services will be compen-
sated. Respond to eirefamily@
yahoo.com

9 Unit Building With Plans 
Vacant for condo conversion 
ready to go.  Located in Hyde 
Park/Woodlawn 6501 S. Kim-
bark. 5 -3 bed/2.5 bth & 4 -2 
bed plus den/2.5 bth. Gross sale 
for all nine finished over $2.5. 
Vintage gray stone & red brick 
gorgeous. List $880,000 DTC 
RE 773-680-5883.

Vacant Building 4 Sale

By “Colin”

Stay in a historic white-washed, 
thatched cottage. Updated 
with all of the comforts of to-
day. Set in an idyllic pas-
toral setting, in the heart of 
the southwest. Sleeps 6. Call 
William Harty 630-790-9902 
Website: cottagemaryrose.com

Cottage Mary Rose

Come To
A “Reel” Irish Hooley

          
 Sing  Laugh  Dance

Featuring
Dublin Born Recording Artist

Kathleen Gilhooly
Drummer/Comedian

Paddy Gilhooly 
Keyboard/Piano Accordian

Don Reitsma
Special Guest Appearance

by Legendary Singing Cowboy
Cal Starr

Senior Appreciation
Noon Luncheon & Show

Northside

Tuesday March 7, 2006
White Eagle Restaurant
6839 N. Milwaukee Ave

Niles, Illinois 60714

Southside

Thursday March 9, 2006
The Lexington House

7717 W 95th St.
Hickory Hills, Illinois 60457

Early Bird Special!!!
$22 (before Feb. 1, 2006)

After Feb. 1 $30 - Seniors $25

Call for Group Rates
Future Dates in May, July, September, October, and December TBA

*Also Taking Bookings for Your Senior Functions

Free Door Prizes

(Irish Gift Baskets)

708-361-6067
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Downriver
by Karen Matheson

Downriver is the third 
album from vocalist Karen 
Matheson who has been 
described by Billboard 
Magazine as “the f inest 
Gaelic singer alive today...” 
This simple, mainly acous-
tic recording is the perfect 
platform for the vocal de-
lights that have stunned 
audiences around the world 
and introduced the beauti-
ful Gaelic language to so 
many.

Downriver is about re-

flection, going back to one’s 
roots. Growing up in the 
small Scottish village of 
Taynuilt, Karen was exposed 

to a rich tradition of 
Gaelic song through 
her family and lo-
cal ceiledhs (music 
driven social gath-
erings). Letting her 
love of these songs 
guide her, it was only 
natural that she record 
this timeless material. 
The result is an album 
that sounds fresh yet 
is imbued with a fa-

miliar, hearth-warmed sense 
of home. 
www.karenmatheson.com     
www.compassrecords.com
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773-233-4700
Kathleen Corbett-Smith

& Margaret Corbett -
Two Generations 
of Multi-Million 

Dollar Producers . . .
Now Serving the 

Entire Chicagoland 
and Suburan Areas.

PRS Realtors
10450 S. Western Avenue, Chicago 
Conveniently located in Beverly.

MARY ELLEN CONSIDINE
REALTOR GOLD MEDALLION ASSOCIATE

FOX & ASSOCIATES of CHICAGO
4601 N. Western Avenue Chicago, IL 60625

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated

KELLER WILLIAMS
R  E  A  L  T  Y

MULTI
MILLION
DOLLAR

CLUB

Office 773/769-2500
Voice Mail  773/564-4250
 Fax 773/769-2841

www.HomesbyMoran.com

Visit my website to view
my listings and
virtual tours:

815-363-2453
FREE CMA

Want to know how much
your home is worth??? Let
me provide you with a free

Comparable Market
Analysis on your home!!

Terry O’Brien—A Man with a Plan And a 
Sense of Humor
By Bob Blackwood

Terry O’Brien has been the President 
of the Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District of Greater Chicago, the old 
Sanitary District, since 1997.  He was 
elected by his fellow commissioners, 
but he has only changed in one respect.  
He’s a little funnier.

Yes, he graduated from John Carroll 
University in 1978 and has worked for 
consulting firms in the environmental 
field for about 27 years.  People in the 
environmental field are usually very se-
rious and, at times, a bit dry to listen to.  
Terry O’Brien is the exception, maybe 
because of his family background.  

He is the third generation of his 
family—who came over from Cork and 
Mayo—to work at what they just call 

“the District.”  The District usually in-
cludes all of Cook County for process-
ing wastewater, controlling stormwater, 
and keeping Lake Michigan and the 
river system as pure as possible.  

The source of his humor may lay, to 
a great extent, with being the father of 
three children—Kevin at Loyola Acad-
emy, Therese at Regina Dominican High 
School and Patrick at St. Mary of the 
Woods Grade School.  If you can’t laugh 
with three kids in the house, you are in 
big trouble.  His charming wife Julie, 
whom he peeled away from the kids when 
he took her to Ireland in 1998, has been 
known to enjoy his company, as well.

O’Brien also went back to Ireland 
in 2001, but that was business—a con-
ference with a delegation from Cook 
County to discuss the problems in solid 
waste management that a prosperous 
Ireland faces. There were not a lot 
of laughs there, but there are always 
compensations in visiting Ireland.

Terry O’Brien took advantage of 
his ready wit when he started going to 
Washington, D.C., to lobby for money for 
the Tunnel and Reservoir Plan (TARP), 
popularly called The Deep Tunnel.  He 
has been going there two-three times a 
year since 1997.  “Last year, President 
Bush had proposed giving the citizens of 
Cook County ‘0’ in 2006 to fund TARP.” 
O’Brien said.  O’Brien responded by 
forming a coalition of effective profes-
sional lobbyists, plus a group from the 
Illinois congressional delegation, and 
including assistance from the House and 
Senate Appropriations staff.  As a result, 
next year the federal government will 
be funding $27.5 million toward TARP, 
not bad for a local boy.  Since he has 
been going to Washington, O’Brien has 
overseen the total acquisition of $120 
million in federal funds.

O’Brien updated the TARP project for 
me.  All of the 109 miles of the Deep Tun-
nel proper has been completed; the last 
eight miles will be operational by spring 
of this year.  One of the three reservoirs 
tied to the tunnel is in operation at O’Hare.  
The other two larger reservoirs are under 

construction at McCook and Thornton.  
McCook, which is being done in three 
phases, will finish its first phase by 2009; 
Thornton will be done by 2014.  

Well, after he finished the update, I 
asked him if he had any good news for the 
residents of Cook County for this year, as 
opposed to 2009.  He didn’t skip a beat.

“This year, we’ll be proposing a 
1.1 percent reduction in the District’s 
property tax levy,” O’Brien said.  At a 
time when most county and city agen-
cies will be asking for tax increases, the 
District is planning a reduction.  When 
I asked him how he could pull that off, 
he smiled in my face.  “First, without 
jeopardizing maintenance, operations 
or safety to the consumers, we cut costs.  
We lowered our energy consumption in 
the operation of our wastewater treat-
ment plants.  And, through attrition, 
we cut 37 vacant job positions without 
laying anybody off,” he said.  

It took some time to get over a 
governmental agency lowering its tax 
rate.  While I sat in silence, he also 
mentioned that, under his supervision, 
the District now enjoys a AAA bond 
rating, the highest you can get, which 
means that when the District has to 
borrow money, the interest it must pay 
is the lowest in the market. 

Since things were going so well for 
him, I asked him if someone had given 
him more work to do.  He smiled again.  
In 2004, O’Brien and the District’s Board 
went to the General Assembly to make the 
District the regional storm water authority 
in Cook County.  Despite the governor’s 
objections, the District got the job of 
managing the stormwater problem via a 
veto override vote, a hard thing to do.  

The state legislators had confidence 
in the District.  Senator Dave Sullivan 
said: “Terry O’Brien…has stopped 
millions of gallons of water from com-

Madison - Sutter to 
Exchange Vows

 Edward Francis Sutter of Lincoln 
Square is proud to announce the marriage 
of his daughter Elizabeth Marie Sutter to 
Laurence Anthony Madison, Jr. son of 
Larry and Diane Madison, formerly of 
County Cork, currently from Mundelein. 
The happy couple are recent graduates 
of the University of Illinois, Champaign, 
and are planning to be wed November 25, 
2006, at St Paul of the Cross Church in 
Park Ridge, Illinois. Elizabeth is a finan-
cial analyst for the Hong Kong Singapore 
Banking Corporation, and Larry is a CPA 
for Pasquenelli Builders.

ing into our homes and streets….  We 
would like him to continue that work.”

Stormwater control means the Dis-
trict will be getting into building new 
reservoirs and new levees along the 
waterways systems—such as the north 
branch of the Chicago River, the Des 
Plaines River, Salt Creek, Silver Creek, 

Buffalo Creek and many others.  
As I was leaving, I stated that word 

on the street had it that he was doing 
a pretty good job at the District.  For 
the first time, he laughed aloud.  “Well, 
we’ll see if the voters agree in this 
Democratic primary election,” he said.  
At least the man could laugh about it.
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3374 N Clark St Chicago
(Clark & Roscoe)  773-248-3600  

www.johnnyohagans.com
daily 11am-2 am saturday 9 am-3am 

sunday 9 am- 2 am

Traditional Irish Pub & Restaurant

•Call For
MUSIC SCHEDULE

Full Menu-IrIsh BreakFast all Day-everyDay!
Lunch 11- 4pm • Dinner 4-11pm

latenIght ChIpper Menu 11pM-1aM
plenty oF parkIng In our lot!

• Murphy’s Snug Bar downstairs 
available for Private Parties

5943 N Northwest Hwy
773-763-0095

50% off any item on menu with this ad
1 per customer per visit

coupon expires 2/28/06

Home made Corned Beef & Cabbage
& Boiled Bacon & Ham

Darts - Pool - Leagues Flat Screen TVʼs
Open 11 am daily

Daily Food & Drink Specials

chicago
Trinity Pub

4328 W Irving Park Rd • Chicago

 (773) 725-1800 BAR
 (773) 736-1690 FAx

Mon - Sat 11 aM to 2 aM

Sunday 10 aM to 2 aM

“Chicago’s Best Kept Secret!” 

McNamara’s
food & drinks

Full Service Dining,
Outdoor Garden Area,

and the only Wood Burning Grill in 
Chicagoland!

Available for Private Parties

LUNCH & DINNER  SPECIALS DAILY!

IRISH
BREAKFAST

SAT & SUN
til 2pm

AUTHENTIC IRISH PUB
Serving Domestics and Imports

and Guinness of Course!

4358 N. Elston 
Chicago

Enjoy hot hors d’oeuvres at 7:30 PM
A Buffet Dinner including Dessert at 8:30 PM

Live Entertainment
Party Hats and Noisemakers

A Champagne Toast AND
An After Midnight Snack Buffet

Cash Bar
Free Pop, Coffee or Tea for Designated Drivers

Seating by Reservation Only

For More Details, Please Call Steve at 
773-777-6430 or 773-777-6434

1868 prairie street, Glenview, illinois  60025

LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS
Friday Fish Fry   All You Can Eat

Open Mic Night Every Wednesday 9pm
Live music every Thursday and Saturday Night

www.grandpasatthedepot.com
Stop in or visit our website for the complete music schedule

at thE DEpot  847-724-1390  

Grandpa’s Place

Joan Rivers Joins the Jakers! Flock as Shirley the Sheep 
Veteran Comedian and Famous Grandparent Joins Mel Brooks 

in Lending Barnyard Wit and Wisdom to PBS KIDS® Jakers! The 
Adventures of Piggley Winks as the Voice of Shirley the Sheep

Joan Rivers, the self-styled “Queen of Comedy,” will bring her 
razor sharp humor down on the farm as the voice of Shirley the 
Sheep.  Ms. Rivers is the latest celebrity grandparent to join Entara 
Ltd.’s Jakers! The Adventures of Piggley Winks, the Emmy Award-
winning and critically-acclaimed animated children’s series – now 
seen daily on PBS KIDS (check local listings).

As Shirley, Ms. Rivers will play the wife of Wiley the Sheep, 
matching woolly wits with another series regular, comic legend 

and famous grandparent, Mel Brooks.  The series has tapped the 
two comic heroes and other high-profile grandparents to promote 
the show’s core theme of storytelling and grandparent-grandchild 
bonding.

Known for her unrelenting wit and unmistakeable glamour, Ms. 
Rivers has enjoyed much success in the fields of broadcasting and 
comedy for over 40 years.  Famous as the commentator of choice 
at top fashion award ceremonies such as the Oscars, she reinvents 
herself as the voice of Shirley the Sheep in six new episodes of the 
hit show, Jakers!.  This is not her first foray into voiceover work; 
Ms. Rivers recently voiced a cameo role in Shrek 2. 

“We are thrilled that Joan Rivers is joining the Jakers! team,” said 
Daniel Isman, CEO of Entara, Ltd., the global children’s entertain-
ment company.  “The series is about building inter-generational 
relationships through storytelling and who better to relate this story 
than two showbiz veterans, Joan Rivers and Mel Brooks?  We are 
certain the combination of their trademark sense of humor will 
delight audiences young and old.”

In addition to Ms. Rivers and Mr. Brooks, new episodes of the 
series will feature celebrated award-winning Irish author and sto-
ryteller Frank McCourt (Angela’s Ashes).  Real-life grandparents 
get to share their stories too, in “Meet the Grandparents,” all-new 
interstitial segments that speak to the diversity and importance of 
learning from our elders.  

Aimed at children ages 4-7, Jakers! reaches nearly 90 million 
US homes on PBS KIDS.  Worldwide, the series is seen in more 
than 19 countries.  Log on to www.pbs.org/pressroom for more 
information, or visit www.pbskids.org/jakers for supplemental 
games and activities.

The series is presented nationally by PBS member station 
WLIW New York.

About Jakers! 
Jakers! is the only children’s show that celebrates the special 

bond between grandparents and grandchildren in each episode.  The 
standout educational series stimulates children to explore their heri-
tage and encourages “co-viewing” by grandparents and grandkids.  
Jakers! is a unique concept, combining traditional values, state of the 
art animation and humor.  The Emmy Award-winning series follows 
Piggley Winks™, a young pig and his friends, Dannan the Duck and 
Ferny the Bull, in 1950’s rural Ireland.  Going back to traditional 
roots, celebrating the gift of storytelling and the joy of childhood, it 
also demonstrates the value of letting children learn from their own 
experiences.  Wiley the Sheep™, an American import voiced by Mel 
Brooks – a firm favorite with parents – and Joan Rivers, who joins 
him in matrimony as Shirley the Sheep, bring even more humor to 
the farm, making Jakers! a true family viewing experience.

The fun- and activity-filled Jakers! Web site, winner of a 
prestigious Prix Jeunesse Award, can be found at www.pbskids.
org/jakers.

About Entara
Entara is a global children’s entertainment company that holds 

the rights to and manages the Jakers! franchise worldwide.  Entara’s 
mission is to develop evergreen children’s programming with quality 
content and global appeal—programming that will remain timeless 
throughout the generations.  Entara is dedicated to enhancing the Jak-
ers! story through innovative educational materials and compelling 
interactive initiatives.  To accompany the series, Entara will release 
a range of appealing products featuring Piggley and his friends as 
they translate the values of the series across a variety of platforms.  
For more information about Entara, visit www.entaraltd.com. 

About PBS KIDS
PBS KIDS is committed to providing the highest quality com-

mercial-free content and learning environment for children across 
the country.  Providing age-appropriate, diverse programming for 
kids, PBS KIDS’ programs consistently earn more prestigious 
awards than any other broadcast or cable network.  Only PBS 
KIDS has earned the unanimous endorsement of parents, children, 
industry leaders and teachers.  With additional PBS resources to 
complement its programming, including PBS KIDS online (www.
pbskids.org), PBS KIDS GO! (www.pbskidsgo.org), PBS Parents 
(www.pbsparents.org), PBS TeacherSource, PBS Ready To Learn 
services and literacy events across the country, PBS KIDS is pro-
viding the tools necessary for positive child development.  PBS is 
a nonprofit media enterprise owned and operated by the nation’s 
348 public television stations, serving nearly 90 million people each 
week and reaching 99% of American homes.
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Banquets Weddings Christenings Rehearsal Dinners
 Birthdays Anniversaries Office or Holiday Parties

24 Imported Beers on Tap!
Chicago Sun-Times Top Twelve Pubs 

8869 Burlington
Brookfield
(708) 485-8787

 Feb. 5, 2006

Watch The Superbowl here
on a 7x10 Big Screen

Six more TV's in The Bar,
Cottage & Cosgrave Room

Food & Prizes during the game
No Cover Charge.

Complimentary Buffet
3:00pm to 8:00pm in The Cottage.

Raffle, prizes and much more
We are counting on your generosity,

there will be a $25 minimum at the door
Afterwards, Bud Kelly in the bar at 8:00pm

Fe
b.
 1
9,
 2
00

6 The Big Easy Fund Raiser
3:00pm Jazz Extravaganza in the bar,

cottage and beer garden.

This Event is run in conjunction with The Brookfield Jazz Society
www.brookfieldjazz.org.

Contact Michael at 708.485.8787 or
michael@irishtimespubchicago.com 

All proceeds to The New Orleans Hurricane Relief Fund

New Band Nights announced at 
Ballydoyle Pub

With the success of open mic on Wednesday nights that 
showcases new talent, Ballydoyle Irish Pub is expanding 
live music nights to give new bands the opportunity to 
play more. On Mondays and Tuesdays, we will feature 
new bands that will play from 9:30 till 11:30. The pur-
pose of this is to feature a single band or artist, give them 
the opportunity to work out new songs, practice on the 
stage, and work out a full show. 

If the band improves enough and brings in people, they 
would be considered for the Premiere Band Night on Thurs-
days from 8:30 till 11:30. This Thursday performance is 
professionally mixed and a CD of the performance is burned. 
These Premiere Bands are featured on the web site and are a 
part of the E-Newsletter that goes out to over 4,000 people.

Ballydoyle will now have live entertainment 7 days per 
week.  We are going to give a lot of bands the opportunity to 
show what they can do. I look forward to hearing from all of 
the “new bands” soon. We are booking the bands right now, 
so click on the web site, www.ballydoylepub.com, select the 

“New Bands Info” and send me your information.  You can 
also come on Wednesday nights to show us what you can 
do during open mic.  
Ballydoyle Pub, 5157 Main Street, Downers Grove, IL

Volunteers Needed
The Irish American Heritage Center seeks volunteers 

to help staff concerts, lectures and festivals. Some of the 
positions include ushers, box office staff and help selling 
CDs and collecting contacts for our growing mailing list. 
Benefits include being a part of our exciting cultural 
programming and attending events for free.

To volunteer for events staff positions, call the Irish Ameri-
can Heritage Center office at 773-282-7035, ext. 10. 

Irish are for the birds
Mr. Conor Lenihan T.D., Minister of State for Develop-

ment Cooperation and Human Rights, announced a pledge 
of EUR1 million to help developing countries respond to the 
threat of avian influenza. The announcement was made in 
advance of an International Pledging Conference in Beijing, 
organized to mobilize resources to assist low-income coun-
tries in dealing with this threat. The International Pledging 
Conference is co-sponsored by the Government of China, 
the European Commission and the World Bank.

Making the announcement, Minister of State Lenihan 
said, “A coordinated international response to the threat 
of avian flu is essential … The world’s poorest countries 
need assistance … Ireland will pledge EUR1 million 
to improve that capacity of low-income countries ... 
EUR500,000 will be channeled through Ireland’s aid 
program in Africa and EUR500,000 will be channeled 
through the World Health Organization … Global health 
challenges require global responses. Ireland is playing 
its part in responding to international threats to health.” 
Support for the health sector is one of the key priorities 
for the Government’s program of cooperation with de-
veloping countries and, on average, accounts for more 
than 20% of official aid spending each year.

Ireland’s delegation to the Conference will be headed by 
Ireland’s Ambassador to China and will include a health 
specialist from Development Cooperation Ireland, the Divi-
sion of the Department of Foreign Affairs responsible for 
managing the official aid program.

Ceili Dance at Gaelic Park
The Irish Musicians Association of Chicago will cel-

ebrate the glorious history of traditional Irish music in 
Chicago with a lively evening of ceili dancing at Chicago 
Gaelic Park on February 17, 2006. The ceili is open to 
everyone, from newcomers to experienced dancers. The 
event starts at 8:00 pm at Chicago Gaelic Park in Oak 
Forest, Ill. Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for youth under 
18. Families are welcome. 

Ceili dancing is an informal and energetic style of 
Irish group dancing, matched with lively traditional 
Irish music. Popularized through family and commu-
nity celebrations, ceili dancing enjoys a wide following 
in Ireland and in cities like Chicago and is especially 
welcoming to novices young and old. Each dance starts 
with a brief lesson on the footwork involved, which is 
easy to master. In no time, the dance floor is pulsing 
to fast-paced sets of reels, jigs and polkas. 

“With Saint Patrick’s Day approaching, the February 

Irish Cultural and Heritage 
Center Concerts and more
David Francey and Shane Simpson - February 12
Ceili Rain - February 17
Karan Casey - March 17
Luka Bloom -- April 15
Seamus Kennedy -- April 22
ICHC, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave,  Milwaukee, 
WI 
414 345-8800. www.ichc.net
Eileen Ivers and Immigrant Soul - January 
20-22 - Milwaukee Symphony; Uihlein Hall, 
Marcus Center
Trinity 2 Dance Company - January 31 -- Wis-
consin Lutheran College; 7:30 pm.

17th Ceili is a great opportunity to learn Irish group 
dancing and enjoy traditional music at its finest,” said 
Sean Cleland, the Association’s chairman. “Fifty years 
after its legendary founding, the Irish Musicians As-
sociation is still alive and vibrant with some of Irish 
music’s greatest fiddlers, flute players and accordion 
players. We promise an evening of vibrant music and 
dance in the great tradition of Chicago ceilis.” 

The Irish Musicians Association of Chicago is 
dedicated to keeping traditional Irish music and dance 
alive and accessible to the public. The Association was 
founded fifty years ago and is important in developing 
and encouraging traditional Irish music among Irish 
and American-born musicians. In addition to its an-
nual Ceili, the Association teaches young and adult 
students and promotes the sharing of tunes and styles 
through music “sessions” held each week throughout 
the Chicago area. 

For more information about the February 17th Ceili at 
Gaelic Park, contact Tom Masterson at (708) 802-8975 
or tmaster196@sbcglobal.net.
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Six Penny Bit 
5800 W Montrose Ave

Live Music every Friday and Saturday!

Joe McShane
Every Sunday Night

773-545-2033

Call for

Entertainment

Schedule

Catch the GAA Football & Hurling Games
at Six Penny Every Saturday and Sunday

w w w . c e l t i c r a t p a c k . c o m

L AR K I N  &  M OR AN
T H E

B R OT H E R S

V i si t  the W ebsi te f or  the S chedul e

A new year brings about our annual tuning.

C atch us while the

instruments are

still in key. 

RESTAURANT/pUb

         Czerwone Jabtuszko
        RESTAURANT & DELI’S

3121-23 N.  MILWAUKEE  AVE.
PH 773-588-5781 

 FAX 773-588-3975
6474  N.  MILWAUKEE  AVE.  

 PH 773-763-3407       FAX  773-763-3406

OWNERS:
FERDYNAND & ANNA HEBAL

Invite you to enjoy
The Red

  Apple Buffet!

201 E. Main Street (Route 64) St. Charles 
630 513-6300  www.mcnallysirishpub.com 

 
 
 
 Live entertainment 

every Wed, Thur, Fri, & Sat

Book your next party at  
McNally’s in our private room 

ANNUAL ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE IN ST. CHARLES • START TIME 2PM

LIVE MUSIC BY THE KISSERS STARTING AT 10PM

Saturday, March 18th

Friday March 17th
2PM - 5PM CIRRUS FALCON • 9PM - CLOSE FLAT FOOT 56

THE POGUES USA TOUR DATES 
MARCH 2006
SOLD OUT NYC ON ST. PATRICK’S DAY

Irish rock band The Pogues originally formed in 1982 
and were called ‘Pogue Mahone’ (Gaelic for ‘kiss my 
ass’), and the classic line up of Shane McGowan, Philip 
Chevron, Jem Finer, Darryl Hunt, Spider Stacy, Andrew 
Ranken, Terry Woods and James Fearnley will be ap-
pearing in the USA for limited dates most of which are 

already sold out including New York City on St. Patrick’s 
Day. The group played to over 50,000 people last year at 
some legendary performances across the UK.    

The Pogues – live 2006 in the USA
The Pogues will be performing eight shows in the USA in 

early March, 2006. 
Thursday March 9 Washington 9.30 Club — SOLD OUT 
Friday March 10 Washington 9.30 Club — SOLD OUT 
Saturday March 11 Atlantic City Borgata 
Tuesday March 14 Boston Orpheum — SOLD OUT † 
Wednesday March 15 Boston Orpheum 
Thursday March 16 New York Nokia Theatre, Times Square 

— SOLD OUT ‡ 
Friday March 17 New York Nokia Theatre, Times Square 

— SOLD OUT ‡ 
Saturday March 18 New York Nokia Theatre, Times Square 

— SOLD OUT ‡ 
Saturday March 19 New York Nokia Theatre, Times 

Square * 
* Public sale available Wednesday, December 21, 

12:00EST. 

Nothing but an Unfinished Song
By Denis O’Hearn

Nothing but an Unfinished Song is the first major biog-
raphy of the IRA hunger 
striker and international icon 
Bobby Sands. It contains an 
enormous amount of new 
material based on primary 
research and interviews, us-
ing accounts by police, wit-
nesses, captives and Sands’ 
own writings to reconstruct 
the events of Sands’ life, and 
the days that led up to his 
death. Nothing but an Un-
finished Song tells the story 
of how conflict between 
IRA prisoners and prison 
officials got out of control 

and eventually reached the hunger strikes of 1980-81.
Denis O’Hearn is professor of social and economic 

change at Queens University in Belfast and professor of 
sociology at the University of Binghamtom in New York. 
Until recently he was chair of the West Belfast Economic 
Forum and a member of the Board of Govenors of Scoil na 
Fuiseoige in Belfast. He lives with his partner Anette and 
his daughters Sinead and Caitrioana.
www.amazon.com 
Nation Books, $28, ISBN 1-56025-842-X

The Pogues have just re-released their classic Christ-
mas single hit ‘Fairytale of New York’ on Warners in the 
UK on 19th December 2005.  The song, featuring the 
late Kirsty McColl was voted the best Christmas song 
ever in a poll by TV station VH1 last year, beating Band 
Aid, Wham and Slade to the top spot.  The Pogues will 
be donating proceeds from the record to the homeless 
charity Crisis At Christmas and the Justice For Kirsty 
Campaign. Set up by the late singer’s mother Jean, the 
fund has enabled the family to fight the long legal battle 
for justice following the tragic death of their daughter, 
killed by a powerboat whilst on holiday with her children. 
Almost five years on from her untimely death on 18th 
December 2000, no person has been made accountable 
to the satisfaction of her family and friends. For further 
information go to - www.justiceforkirsty.org 

The Pogues will be releasing a live cd and DVD in the 
US in March more info upcoming in the New Year.

Parish Priest
By Douglas Brinkley and Julie M. Fenster

In 1882, Father Mi-
chael McGivney, an 
unassuming and gentle 
priest with a friendly 
smile and a passion for 
baseball, transformed 
the American Catho-
lic Church and forev-
er changed its role in 
America’s communities. 
McGivney founded the 
Knights of Columbus 
to provide insurance 
and protection for wid-
ows and orphans and 
prompted the celebra-
tion of Columbus Day. 

Now Father McGivney is being considered for canonization, 
which would make him the first American-born parish priest 
to be named a saint. Brinkley and Fenster present the first 
full-length biography of one of the Catholic Church’s most 
influential figures.

Douglas Brinkley is a professor of history and director of 
the Theodore Roosevelt Center at Tulane University. He lives 
in New Orleans, Louisiana with his family. Julie M. Fenster is 
an award-winning author of historical books and the general 
editor of the Forbes Collection Presidential Book Series. She 
lives in Syracuse, New York.
www.amazon.com
Harper Collins Publishers, $24.95, ISBN 0-06-077684-6
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“your home away from home”

626 Church St. | Evanston | 847-864-1679
www.celticknotpub.com

Happy Valentine’s Day!
Come in for our special romantic menu.

Open for Lunch, Brunch and Dinner
Live Music • Storytelling

BREHON PUB
731 N WELLS - CHICAGO

312-642-1071

Half Irish, half Chicago.....Brehon Pub
has been a River North establishment
since 1980. Serving Harp, Guinness,
Bass, Smithwicks, and an assortment
of American brews. Daily food specials
and an outdoor patio. Join us whenever
you are in the neighborhood or call to
plan your next private party.

Now serving a full breakfast menu
every Saturday and Sunday from 9AM–12PM.

Your South Loop Local

1416 South Michign Avenue • Chicago
312.588.1800

Private party rooms available
 for groups 10-175

Just a short walk from Grant Park, Museum Campus & Soldier Field

773.935.6669

priVate roomS aVailaBle
With or Without Great Buffet!

Open 11 am to 2 am 
Sat 11  am to 3 am
Lunch/Dinner

Irish Brkfst all day!

3511 N Clark
Chicago 

Voted BEST Irish Bar 2004 citisearch.com
WINNER! Best Comfort Food Award

AOL City Guide 2005
WINNER! Silver Platter Award 2004/2005

presented by Food Industry News
Zagot Guide Recommended 2004/2005

The

Irish Oak
Restaurant & Pub

I’m not sure where exactly I got the idea of writing 
a news column from the exotic clime of Alaska, but it’s 
less of a mystery than why I’m here. A job with a local 
television station’s news department beckoned as a way 
back into a business I left 17 years ago, so here I am.

Not all that easily. It was a 3,900 mile trek that was 
at once the best and worst thing that ever happened to 
me. A mind boggling headlong rush from Chicago that 
brought me along roads and mountains seeing gorgeous 
northern lights displays, buffalo walking en masse across 
the Alaska-Canada highway, and a facial burn from a 
new hotel’s shampoo bottle that left me looking like an 
Irish Sea lobster upon my arrival.

It didn’t take long to find the Irish up here. In short 
order I met Sgt. Richard Murphy, a Purple Heart re-
cipient fresh back from duties with the Marines in Iraq, 
Captain Dave McElliott, a reconnaissance Marine who 
seemingly fears nothing, including a training leap into 
a 14-inch deep hole in the ice of 30 degree water on a 
day when the temperature dipped to 5 below.

1502 W. Jarvis Ave.
773-338-3285

LIVE MUSIC
Weekends

Specials:
Mon.    
Tue.     
  
Wed.  

  
Thur.

$3 Pints
$250 Bottles
Coors Light & Rolling Rock
$10 Buckets
MGD & MIller Lite
$250 Bottles
Amstel Light & Beck’s

February at the Poitín Stil

Join us for
Great Craic
& Great Pints

Fri., 2/3 Robby Zar Band
Sat., 2/4  Paddy Go Easy
Fri., 2/10  TBA
Sat., 2/11 John McHugh Band
Fri., 2/17   Danny Burns
Sat., 2/18  One of the Girls
Fri., 2/24   Anish
Sat., 2/25  John McHugh Band

get Your irish Up
…North !

By James McClure

Then there’s the tale of 
the two Maggies…one a 
graduate of the University 
of Notre Dame who works 
in advertising here and 
the other who is a familiar 
Irish face and brogue, a 
fixture on Alaska Airlines 
flights between Chicago 
and Anchorage, where she 

makes her home, a long way from her County Cork 
birthplace.

I’m looking forward to introducing all these Irish 
American characters and more, as I encounter and ex-
perience this fascinating place the natives call The Great 
Land, and the license plates call The Last Frontier.

A strange land indeed of long nights, long days, 
24-hour pizza and Chinese food, yet no White Castles. 
From downtown Anchorage you’re in the mountains 
in 15 minutes and typically in peril of running over 
a moose with your auto. Or if you’re unwise enough 
to leave your food trash out, you open yourself to 
the opportunity of finding a bear in your neighbor-
hood trash.

It seems a particularly friendly place (with a bar 
named Reilly’s, a chiropractic clinic called Ireland, 
and a shop called Celtic Treasures), and much warmer 
than the stereotype would have you believe (20 degrees 
warmer than Chicago one fine December day).

I look forward to experiencing this great land with 

you in IAN issues to come. When I reported for my Navy 
drill weekend and glanced at the water and mountains, I 
remembered the words Sean Connery spoke as a defect-
ing Soviet sub captain quoting Christopher Columbus 
reaching a new world in The Hunt for Red October: And 
the sea shall grant each man new hope, and sleep bring 
dreams of home.

Life here is more than but a dream.
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Stop by the Irish American Heritage Center for the 
very best in traditional and modern Irish music. 
Summer hours for the Fifth Province are Fridays from 
4pm-1am and Saturdays from 7pm-1am.
Pub food is served from 6pm-10pm on Fridays and 
7pm-10pm on Saturdays. 

Friday, 2/3 - Ceili with Ceoltoiri Chicago
Saturday, 2/4 - Tony Leonard & His Band

Friday, 2/10 - Dooley Brothers
Saturday, 2/11 - Jimmy Moore & Seamus O’Kane

Friday, 2/17 - Velvet Green
Saturday, 2/18 - Joe McShane

Friday, 2/24 - Billy O’Donoghue & Pat Finnegan “DONOFINN”
Saturday, 2/25 - Johnny Gleason & Ted Healy

Romantic dinner with harp player at both locations
Valentines Day Tuesday February 14th.

Pub Quiz at Geneva pub Tuesdays 8pm. 

Call for reservations.

This is the way to visit Ireland. Join our 8-day tour,
Jan–Feb $749 +tax; Mar $799 +tax; Apr–May $969 +tax 

per person (double occupancy). Tours leave every week; 
year-round from Chicago. (Enjoy great local characters

at the bar, exceptional golf, and day tours from our
centuries old Manor House.

www.irishinns&tours.com

Cead mile failte romhat!
A hundred thousand welcomes to you!
Come dine, laugh and sing in a truly authentic Irish pub! At Peggy
Kinnane’s, the beauty and history of our surroundings are rivaled only by

the warmth and good cheer of our staff. 

We have outdoor seating, as well as plenty of space for corporate 

outings, family get-togethers, reunions, wedding parties or just a chance to

enjoy an evening with friends.

8 N VAIL AVE • DOWNTOWN ARLINGTON HEIGHTS

Sun-Thur 11am to 1am • Fri/Sat 11am to 2am
Live Music Every Friday and Saturday night!

Sunday Brunch 10am to 1pm

847 577 7733 • www.peggykinnanes.com

Ad #4Fri, Feb 3 – Jammers DJ
music from the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s

Sat, Feb 4 – Brill Babies
classic rock to Motown w/ horns

Fri, Feb 10 – Fairlanes
60’s, 70’s and 80’s dance party

Sat, Feb 11 – Brothers Two
Fri, Feb 17 – Midnight Renegades
classic to 80’s female pop

Sat, Feb 18 – Cavern Beat
Beatles and more
Fri, Feb 24 – Selective Recall
Chicago’s #1 Retro 80’s band

Sat, Feb 25 – Not Quite Right
Friday, March 3 – Jammers DJ
music from the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s

Saturday, March 4 – Cover Story
70’s and 80’s dance rock

Peggy’s uncomming entertainment

St. Margaret of Scotland’s Southside 
St. Patrick’s Day party fundraiser

Come share the memories of St. Margaret’s of Scotland on 
February 25th for a great ”Old Fashioned” St. Patrick’s Day party 
in the “Old Neighborhood”. The evening will start with a 6:00pm 
mass and will continue with a variety of special guests. Come listen 
to Deidre Reilly, Irish Americans “Country Colleen”, and Frank 
O’Hara and his “Right Material Band”, among others. The donation 
of $20 includes corned beef buffet, beer, soft drinks and entertain-
ment. There’s plenty of free parking. For ticket information call Dan 
or Brian (708) 636-8827 weekends or weekday evenings.

Quad-Cities St. Patrick Society Applications
St. Patrick Society annual search for the Irish Mother of the 

Year. All nominations must be original letters of approximately 150 
words. A nominee should be involved in family, church and com-
munity, have a good sense of humor, and demonstrate pride in her 
Irish ancestry, Nominations must be returned postmarked no later 
than March 1. Mail nominations to the St. Patrick Society, Quad 
Cities, U.S.A. at P.O. Box 4487, Davenport, IA 52808.

Applications for the Grand Parade XXI — March 18 -- are now 

available from John Scally (309) 788-2341. Applications must be 
returned postmarked no later than March 1.

The St. Patrick Society, Quad Cities, U.S.A., announces two 
$1500 scholarships to be awarded on March 17 during the Gathering 
of the Clan. Deadline for application is March 1. Applications are 
available from high school counselors or from Matt Wissing at (563) 
324-1705. Eligible applicants must be related to a current St. Patrick 
Society member and must evidence the ability to pursue a college 
or university education, as substantiated by grade point average, 
class standing and SAT/ACT scores. Involvement in extra curricular 
school and community activities will also be considered. Letters of 
recommendation from educators, counselors, employers and others 
are helpful. Applicants are not judged on the basis of need.

For more information on St. Patrick Society activities, call (563) 
324-5000 or visit our website at www.stpatsgc.com

Peg Reid discusses the Irish American Heritage Center 
library on the Maureen O’Looney Irish Radio Show. The 
library is now opened for business; Mon & Thurs 4-8pm, Fri 
9-3pm, and Sun 1-4pm. Please come bring your children. 

The national flag of Ireland is a tricolor of green, white and 
orrange. The tricolor is rectangular in shape, the width 

being twice the depth. The three colors 
are of equal size, vertically dis-

posed, and the green 
is displayed 
next to the 
staff.

The flag 
was first introduced hy T h o m a s 
Francis Meagher during the revolution-
ary year of 1848 as an emblem of the Young 
Ireland movement, and it was often seen at meetings alongside 
the French tricolor.

The green represents the older Gaelic and Anglo-Norman 
element in the population, while the orange represents the 
Protestant planter stock, supporters of William of Orange. The 
meaning of the white was well expressed by Meagher when he 
introduced the flag. “The white in the center,’ he said ‘signifies 
a lasting truce between the “Orrange” and the “green” and I 
trust that beneath its folds the hands of the Irish Protestant and 
the Irish Catholic may be clasped in heroic brotherhood.”

It was not until the Rising of 1916, when it was raised above 
the General Post Office in Dublin,  that the ticolor came to 
be regarded as the national flag. It rapidly gained precedence 
over any which had existed before it, and its use as a national 
flag is imbraced in the Constitution of Ireland.

Ireland Defined: The Flag
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February Entertainment
Carl Anthony

Voted Best Family Restaurant 2005
Southtown Readers Choice Award

The West Suburban
Annual

Emerald Dinner Dance

Featuring “Bluestack”
Traditional Irish Music
McNulty Irish Dancers

Saturday, February 25, 2006
Naperville Country Club  25 W 570 Chicago Ave

Naperville, IL 6pm. to Midnight
For Reservations Call 630-369-8475

5545 W. Montrose, Chicago  773-282-6648

Montrose
Chiropractic

CenterEst. 1922

Chicago Health & Physical Therapy Center P.C.
For Your Therapy Needs

Dr. Richard J Dietzen, Director
Dr Andrew Serlin

Chiropractic Physicians
Acupuncture

Carmen Figuerao-Marin, L.P.T.
Physical Therapist

Check our website:
Montrosechiropractic.com

Call us for a complimentary Chiropractic consultation or Physical Therapy evaluation with this ad.
Offer expires 02/28/06.

Ireland’s international bestselling 
fictional detective celebrated in a 
weekend convention by her “hometown”

International bestselling crime 
writer, Peter Tremayne, author 
of the Sister Fidelma mysteries, 
which are acclaimed as Ireland’s 
bestselling fictional detective 
series, is to be accorded a unique 
distinction. A three day “summer 
school” on the Fidelma mysteries 
will be held this year, September 
8-10, 2006, at the Cashel Palace 
Hotel, Cashel, Co. Tipperary, 
Ireland, which is the ancient town 
that provides the central setting 
for the 7th century Sister Fidelma 
mysteries.

No other living crime writer 
has ever been accorded their own 

“summer school” or festival in 
Ireland, which is renown for the 
abundance of its literary gather-
ings and festivals. It is a singular 
honour and reflective of the fact 
that the Sister Fidelma books now 
sell in twelve languages from 
nineteen publishers worldwide. 

The stories have already been 
broadcast on radio, dramatized 
as radio plays on German radio 
and now optioned for developing 
for television.

Details of the event and how 
to book are to be found on 
both www.sisterf idelma.com 
and www.cashelartsfest.com.  
Registration fee for the three 
days, including admission to 
all the talks, refreshments, the 
reception on Friday evening and 
dinner at Cashel Palace on Sat-
urday evening, will be US$150 
or exchange equivalent. There 
is a 10% reduction for bookings 
before May 1, 2006. Fidelma lo-
cation tours will be a small extra 
change. Visitors are expected to 
book their own accommodations 
depending on individual prefer-
ences but advice can be sought 
and information can be had on 
www.cashel.ie 

The undocumented Irish have a new voice 

The Irish Lobby for Immigra-
tion Reform  (ILIR) was formed 
to lobby Congress over the plight 
of the estimated 40,000 undocu-
mented Irish in the US. They held 
the first in a series of countrywide 
public meetings in New York on 
January 27.

Executive director Kelly Fin-
cham said the meetings - which 
will also take place in Penn-
sylvania, Boston, Chicago and 
Washington - form a key part of 
the lobbying effort.

“The meetings are a way of get-
ting (our) message out while also 
giving people a chance to support 
the ILIR and learn what the issues 

are. We will also be showing people 
how they can help us lobby Con-
gress”. “It’s really important that 
people turn out for these meetings 
as their presence sends a message 
that the Irish American community 
is concerned about immigration 
reform”. 

“The ILIR is backing the Mc-
Cain/Kennedy bill because it will 
give the undocumented a path to a 
green card.” “We have to ensure that 
we’re represented in Congress when 
they set about tackling immigration 
reform; we’ve got to make sure that 
the Irish don’t get left behind.”
For more information visit www.irish-
lobbyusa.org or call 718-598-7530

Irish crafts on-line
To maintain the conquest of Ire-

land, Britain attempted to suppress 
all elements of native Irish culture. 
To a large degree they succeeded, 
however, with the achievement 
of independence in 1922, a slow 
cultural revival began and gained 
momentum over the decades. One 
element of Irish culture that was 
deemed essential for suppression 
was Irish crafts because the quality 
and workmanship of Irish crafts-
men/women working with the 
natural materials in the Gaelic tra-
dition gives the Irish race a distinct 
identity from the rest of Europe 
particularly Britain. As with other 
elements of Irish culture, Irish 
craftsmen have since developed 
recognition worldwide for their 
skill, design and pure talent. 

Whilst craftspeople market their 
wares through various mediums 
many have developed websites 
to market, promote and in some 
cases sell their products on-line. 
It was inevitable therefore that 
someone would develop an on-line 
Irish Crafts Superstore, hence the 
arrival of www.irishcraftsdirec-
tory.com the only comprehensive 
directory of Irish craft stores on 
the internet. Dotcom directories 
Ltd, the company set up to develop 
the www.irishcraftsdirectory.com, 
was created by Irish stage entre-
preneur Philip Tobin and is based 
in Rathfarnham Dublin at 00353 
1 4952156. So for the genuine 
article with a guarantee of qual-
ity and security log onto www.
irishcraftsdirectory.com.

The heraldic harp is invari-
able used by the government, its 
agencies and its representatives 
at home and abroad. It is en-
graved on the seal matrix of the 
office of President as well as on 
the reverse of the coinage of the 
state. It is also emblazoned on the 
distinctive flag of the President of 
Ireland - a gold harp with silver 
strings on an azure field.

The model for the artistec rep-
resentation of the heraldic harp is 
the fourteenth century harp now 
preserved in the Museumm of 
Trinity College, Dublin, popu-
larly known as the Brian Boru 
harp.

Ireland Defined: 
The Arms
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The 2006 Friends & Family Saint Patrick’s Day Parade!!! South Side Irish Parade Day Family Fest at Beverly Arts Center

Saturday, March 4

Forest Park St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade

The parade kicks off at 1 p.m. from 
Van Buren and Madison and travels east 
on Madison to Elgin ave. Growing in size 
every year, the St. Patrick’s Day parade 
features, area businesses & residents, fire 
and police vehicles, bagpipe bands, floats, 
antique cars, Proviso East Marching Band, 
horse drawn carriages, Mcnulty Irish danc-
ers, Medinah Shriner’s events and more. 
Shop downtown Forest Park and enjoy 
excellent Irish fare at restaurants. Call or 
email for information or application.
www.forestparkchamber.org/html/ev_cal.html
Sunday, March 5

The Friends & Family St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade 

Patrick’s Day Party sponsored by the Team-
sters Local 734, 6643 N. Northwest Hwy, Chi-
cago, immediately following the parade - food & 
spirits, Mullane Irish Dancers and much more! 
For more information please contact Elizabeth 
773-640-8221 or Elieen 773-848-8421.
www.northwestsideirish.org/
Saturday, March 11

13th Annual St Patrick’s Day 
Parade - Naperville, IL

10 AM sharp – For parade entry informa-
tion call West Suburban Irish, Inc. (630)375-
7725. www.wsirish.org/

Chicago St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
schedule

The parade begins at 12:00 noon and 
starts at Balbo and Columbus. The parade 
will procee north on Columbus Drive and 

Saint Patrick’s Day Queen Contest
Naperville Irish Party’s 
18th Annual St Patricks’ 
Day Party

March 17, 6PM, at the Holiday Inn, 
1801 N Naperville Road, Naperville, Il.

West Suburban Irish, Inc.   www.
wsirish.org

The 27th Annual South Side Irish 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Chicago

The parade will step off at 12 noon, begin-
ning at 103rd Street and Western Avenue, and 
continuing south to 115th Street. Approximate-
ly 120 families, schools, civic organizations and 
businesses will march along the parade route 
through the Beverly and Morgan Park neighbor-
hoods. Little Company of Mary Hospital and 
Health Care Centers, a not-for-profit Catholic 
community hospital, will serve as the South 
Side Irish Parade’s 2005 Grand Marshal. The 
Parade’s 2005 Special Honoree will be Gus 
Foundation, in recognition of their support of 
pediatric brain tumor research and treatment. 

The more raucous of the city’s two parades, 
the event features a slew of floats, bands, Irish 
dancers and politicians. Partiers usually set 
up camp on the west side of Western (where 
all the bars are), and families stick to the east 
side of the street. Be warned: Bathrooms are 
hard to come by. Plus, parade organizers are 
promising a crackdown on outdoor drinking 
and other unruly shenanigans.
www.southsideirishparade.org/
Friday, March 17

Cleveland’s 139th Saint Patrick’s 
Day Parade

Singing of Anthems at 1:00 pm, Parade 
begins at 1:04 pm
www.clevelandsirishparade.org/

The 31st Annual SaPaDaPaSo St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade-Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Celebration will be held in downtown Cedar 
Rapids. The parade will start promptly at 1:00 
PM at the corner of 6th street and 4th avenue.

Afterwards, everyone is invited and wel-
come to the awards celebration at 3rd Street 

Families looking for a warm spot with a great 
view for the South Side Irish St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade on Sunday, March 12 are welcome to spend 
the afternoon at the Beverly Arts Center’s Parade 
Day Family Fest, 2407 W. 111th St., Chicago. The 
Beverly Arts Center will be open from 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Activities include live music, Irish dancing, 
children’s films, food and beverages, and more for 
only. Tickets are $5 per person or $15 per family, 
and available at the door. Entertainment includes 
The Boys from Connemara, a talented local group 

performing traditional Irish music; Chicago’s favor-
ite Irish musician Katie Sullivan; the Cross Keys 
School of Irish Dance; and Paddy Homan from 
Cork, Ireland, who sings traditional songs and bal-
lads from the rich musical heritage of Ireland. Ho-
man frequently tours the US with stops in New York, 
Boston, Chicago, Milwaukee and New England. He 
will return with a full concert of Irish music on St. 
Patrick’s Day, Fri., Mar. 17, 8 p.m. Tickets are $15. 
Call the Beverly Arts Center at 773-445-3838 or 
visit online at www.beverlyartcenter.org.

Applications are now available for groups and 
families and businesses. Any and all that would 
like to participate in this years parade on March 
5th.  A $50.00 entrance fee will apply to all busi-
nesses and organizations, $ 25.00 for families of 
10 or more. Applications for parade are available 
at the following Chicago offices or contact Eileen 
at 773-848-8421/773-478-4222 x314.
6723 N. Northwest Hwy; 41st Ward Office, 6650 
N. Northwest Hwy; 45th Ward Office, 5205 N. 

Milwaukee Ave.
The NorthWest Side Irish “Friends and Fam-

ily” St. Patrick’s Day Party sponsored by the 
Teamsters Local 734, 6643 N. Northwest Hwy, 
immediately following the parade: food & spirits, 
Mullane Irish Dancers and much more! Tickets 
are $10.00 each and will be sold at the door the 
day of the parade! For more information on any 
event please contact Elizabeth 773-640-8221 or 
Elieen 773-848-8421.

James T. Sullivan, General Chairman of the 
Chicago Saint Patrick’s Day Parade, has an-
nounced plans for a city wide search for “Chi-
cago’s Fairest Colleen” to become the Queen of 
the Saint Patrick’s Parade. One lucky lady will be 
selected as Queen and four additional ladies will 
be selected as her court. The Queen and her Court 
will represent the Chicago Irish community at 
the annual Saint Patrick’s Day Parade. The Royal 

Celtic Court will also attend civic, neighborhood, 
parish and other Irish events throughout the year 
on behalf of the Parade Committee.

Any girl of Irish ancestry, never married, 17-28 
years old, is eligible to enter the contest. Entrants 
should send a current snapshot along with their 
name, age, address, phone number, brief biog-
raphy and an explanation of why they want to 
be Queen.

Contest finals will be held at 11:00am on Sun-
day, February 19, 2006, in the Stephen M. Bailey 
Auditorium, 1340 W. Washington Blvd., Chicago, 
Illinois 60607. Deadline for entries is Friday, 
February 10th, 2006. The Plumbing Council of 
Chicagoland will officiate the Queen contest.

For the Queen Contest information and en-
try form visit http://www.chicagostpatsparade.
com/2006-queen.html

the viewing stand will be located in front 
of Buckingham Fountain.

Dyeing the Chicago River is scheduled 
for 10:45, Saturday March 11th and can be 
best viewed from the upper level bridges at 
Michigan Ave or Columbus Drive. To achieve 
the green color, teams in boats spread a 40-
pound canister of orange dye into the river. 
That dye color results in the deep emerald 
hue in the river.

The Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Com-
mittee strongly recommends that you come 
downtown early and if possible take public 
transportation. There will be heightened 
security this year and access on parts of 
Lake Shore Drive, Columbus Drive and 
Michigan Ave between Lake Street and 
Roosevelt Road will be slow and difficult 
to travel on.
www.chicagostpatsparade.com/parade.html

Milwaukee’s 40th Annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade 

The Parade will last approximately 90 
minutes and will feature 130+ units and will 
include clowns, local politicians and celebrities, 
floats, bagpipe and marching bands, Irish and 
Celtic organizations. The Irish Honorees will 
be announced in February.

The Shamrock Club of Wisconsin, Inc. has 
produced the Parade continuously since 1967. 
2006 is the 163rd anniversary of Milwaukee’s 
1st St. Patrick’s Parade.
www.saintpatricksparade.org/ParadeInfo.html
Sunday, March 12

9th Annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade ~ Madison, Wisconsin

A parade with exciting events including 
music and prizes.
www.stpatsmadison.com/

Live, 1202 3rd Street NE, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
52403. The official awards ceremony will begin 
approximately at 4:00PM when the results are 
tabulated from the judges.
www.sapadapaso.org/

Galena St. Patrick’s Day Parade
On Main Street, Galena. A fun for the 

family St. Patrick’s Day parade including 
bands and floats. (815)777-0467

The 33rd Annual Kansas City St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade

Time (tentative): 11:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Downtown Kansas City – the same route 

as 2005.  The Parade starts at the corner of 
Pershing Rd. and Main Street. It proceeds east 
on Pershing to Grand Blvd. and continues north 
on Grand Blvd. to 14th Street.
www.kcirishparade.com/
Saturday, March 18   

 Elmhurst 10th Annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade

At noon on Wilson Street & Spring Road
Join us as we celebrate Irish tradition with 

leprechauns, clowns, and jugglers, bagpipe 
players and marching bands. 
Jim O’Connor - Parade Chairperson (630)834-
0300  www.elmhurststpatsparade.com/

Downtown St. Charles, St Charles, IL

See Irish bands and dancers, high school 
marching bands, the Irish Day Queen and 
court, floats, stilt-walking leprechauns and the 

“little people.” WLS-Ch. 7’s Jerry Taft serves as 
this year’s celebrity grand marshal. The parade 
begins at Main and 6th Streets and heads east 
on Main Street to 4th Avenue.
630-513-5386  www.dtown.org/

2006 Area Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Details
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By Chris fogarty
For The Republic

DESMOND WALSH, R.I.P., was very well-
known and liked in Irish-Chicago. He arrived from 
Charlestown, Co. Sligo in the late ‘30s. We’d meet 
for pranks with fellow immigrants at dances and 
socials at Carpenter’s Hall (64th & Halsted), The 
Regent (68th &Halsted), The Viking Temple (69th & 
Emerald), The Emerald Club (106th & Robert’s Rd.), 
The Boulevard (55th & Damen), Hanley’s House of 
Happiness (19th & Bishop), The Keyman’s Club 
(4700 W. Madison) and the New Holiday at 4900 
No. Milwaukee Ave. He was a fun-loving youth. 
After military service he became a Chicago cop 
and it was only upon his taking medical disability 
leave (diabetes) that he recovered some of his high 
spirits. Soon before he died he told me that his 
greatest pride, apart from his wife and family, was 
that in his three decades as a cop he never fabricated 
evidence nor “testi-lied”. Desmond’s spirit of fun 
and encouragement lives on in his beautiful family, 
notably his son, Sean. Sean eulogized of visiting his 
father in hospital where he’d had toes amputated 
due to diabetes. Desmond, perhaps wished to allay 
Sean’s fears for his own future (he, too, is diabetic). 
Desmond described the amputation by saying; “No 
big thing, Sean, of all my toes those two were my 
least favorite ones.” Our condolences to wife Diane 
and family. The memorial card said, truly; “Desmond 
will dance forever in our hearts.”

Niall of the Nine Hostages was a prolific Irish-
man. He, according to our schoolteachers, was the 
5th century king who brought St. Patrick to Ireland. 
Now DNA studies of the Y chromosome, conducted 
in Dublin’s Trinity College, show that more than three 
million men worldwide are descended from him. 
The highest concentration of related males are in 
northwest Ireland where twenty percent of the males 
have the same Y chromosome. Men bearing the name 
O’Neill share the same chromosome as those known 
to be descended from the original Ui Neill dynasty. 
Also descended from the Ui Neill dynasty are men 
named Bradley, Gallagher, Boyle, O’Donnell and 
O’Doherty. “The frequency of that Y chromosome 
was significantly higher in that genealogical group 
than in any group we tested” said Dan Bradley who 
supervised the research. When international data-
bases were checked, the chromosome also turned 
up in roughly two percent of all male New Yorkers. 
A similar study in central Asia shows that eight 
percent of the males have the same Y chromosome 
as Genghis Kahn who conquered most of Asia in the 
13th century and has sixteen million descendants. 
(Source: Netscape).

Why Ireland is unfree; resumed
(As this column reports news that the rest of the 

news media cover up, corrections of fact remain 
warmly welcome and will be included in the fol-
lowing month’s column. So far, none — after ten 
years.)

Gerry Adams & Co. (A & Co) - patriots or trai-
tors? You decide: “by their fruits ye shall know them.” 
Here are their fruits.

Denis Donaldson, top Sinn Fein (SF) operative 
and head man at SF’s Stormont Castle offices, was 
a key Adams confidant for more than three decades 
until being “outed” last month. On RTE television 
he admitted being a paid operative for Britain’s MI5 

for at least the past 
two decades. How 
did MI5, through 
Donaldson, get SF 
to front for the re-
imposition of Brit-
ish rule in Ireland? 

If A & Co were not complicit with Donaldson how 
could they have possibly failed to notice the new Brit 
policy that MI5 was imposing on Occupied Ireland? 
After all, the treason was inescapably obvious for 
years to the casual observer even here in Chicago.

Michael Flannery. As far back as 1986 this 
New York life-tong supporter (RIP) of Irish freedom, 
spotted A & Co as traitors and permanently severed 
ties with them. He also resigned from A & Co’s sub-
servient Irish Northern Aid (INA) and re-established 
the Friends of Irish Freedom (FOIF) in the U.S. The 
FOIF supported the SF’rs who had not sold out. These 
were (are) led by the O Bradaigh family. Dathi O 
Connell (RIP) et al who still operate as Republican 
Sinn Fein (RSF). At that time I was of the opinion 
that the split of SF in Ireland would not cause splits 
in Irish-America (IA) if we were careful. Flannery 
remained faithful to republicanism until his death 
in his 90s. A & Co attempted to marginalize him for 
rejecting  the sell-out and exposing it.

A & Co. Alienate the US. In 1989 at INA’s 
national convention in Toledo, Ohio, Donaldson’s 
predecessor (Brian O’Donnell), was SF’s rep in the 
US. He managed to alienate nearly everyone pres-
ent. In retrospect, that is probably why he was sent 
to the States. Chicago INA officers told O’Donnell 
that they were finished with SF and INA. Soon 
thereafter they allied with the true, RSF and joined 
Flannery’s FOIF, leaving behind a rump INA in 
Chicago that continued to tout Adams (perhaps still 
does). Donaldson, upon his replacing McDonnell as 
A & Co rep in the US, continued their policy of rancor 
and division in NY. He removed the officers of the 
Irish People newspaper and put Atty. Martin Galvin 
in charge of it. Not long thereafter A & Co replaced 
Galvin with McDonough and Boyle. Later they, too, 
were removed. Some time later the Irish People, rish 
republicanism’s main voice in the US, died. It is now 
clear that A & Co killed it.

A & Co. Oppose Truth about the Irish Holocaust. 
This truly shocked us. When an “Irish Famine” book 
was being promoted in east coast cities from Boston 
to Miami, its author was met by groups demanding 
that she stop covering up the Food Removal. The 
groups (I came to know some of them) distributed to 
the author and attendees copies of my Mass Graves of 
Ireland; 1845-1850 pamphlet. The distributors were 
physically attacked; not by Brits or KKK members, 
but by A & Co. affiliates. One such person whose 
group also destroyed boxes of pamphlets identified 
herself as Padraigin Newell, leader of A & Co’s sup-
port group at George Mason U. Newell stated that she 
was an officer of A & Co’s SF and was acting as such. 
This was borne out by her associates.

Adams’ Visit. While in the US Adams wrecked 
IA’s clout in Washington. The damage seems to be 
permanent. Prior to Adams’ visit IA had some 150 
congressmen on our side after years of careful cul-
tivation. Here is how Adams wrecked us politically. 
Hoping for the best re his impending US visit IA 
had lobbied for a visa for him. But then we noticed 
that it was the pro-Brit pols including Kennedy and 
Moynihan who postured as pursuing the visa. Upon 
Adams’ arrival he snubbed the 150 congressmen 
who had supported Irish republicanism. He thanked 

the half-dozen or so pro-Brit congressmen and 
gave them the photo-ops and political credit for the 
reduction of violence in Occupied Ireland. By this 
means he betrayed IA and the 150 congressmen 
who had been supportive of justice and freedom for 
Occupied Ireland. Politics is a rough business; pols 
had rightfully expected recognition for standing with 
IA. Having received nothing but insult from Adams 
and IA’s news media as reward for their support for 
IA, they obviously decided that it’s too dangerous 
to ever again support issues such as the MacBride 
Principles, the Birmingham Six, or freedom for Joe 
Doherty. (In the late ‘60s and early ‘70s IA had the 
support of four powerful politicians known as “The 
Four Horsemen”. They were Sens. Ted Kennedy and 
Dan Moywhan, House Speaker “Tip” O’Neill and 
NY Gov. Carey. But after Bloody Sunday in 1973 the 
Brits, alarmed by the international and, in particular, 
US outrage, began a campaign of subversion of IA 
political support. We don’t know the means used, but 
within months all four “Horsemen” turned against 
us and never again voted in favor of justice for the 
Occupied Irish.)

Adams’ Escorts during his Chicago visits were 
two MI5/FBI moles. In a letter we handed to Adams in 
Kroch & Brentano bookstore on LaSalle St we alerted 
him that one of them was a mole (we didn’t know the 
other was also a mole at the time). In retrospect it is 
revealing that Adams did not replace them.

Adams and “Terrorism.” In that same letter 
we begged Adams to use his media moment to win 
America for Ireland by making it clear that the Brits 
are the terrorists. For example, of the 174 children 
murdered in the post-1969 phase of the struggle, all 
but twenty of them were murdered by British forces. 
In case he didn’t have the homicide facts on his 
tongue-tip we also handed him a copy of Sutton’s 
undisputed An Index of Deaths from the Conflict in 
Ireland;1969-1996. But on network TV that night 
and others, Adams smirked his acquiescence to be-
ing labeled an “ex-terrorist” by show hosts. Only he 
can explain why he thus used his media moments by 
abetting Britain’s Big Lie and falsely incriminating 
as unreconstructed “terrorists” all who had not sold 
out with him.

Activists Replacement. Having wrecked IA’s 
political effectiveness by alienating the 150 sup-
portive congressmen, Adams further marginalized 
IA activists. He, with hidden help, set up groups 
whom he fraudulently credited (accepted by the 
imposters) with the years of successful lobbying and 
organizing that the actual activists had performed. 
IA’s corrupted news media participated in the build-
up of the imposters and recorded their visits to the 
White House as if they were legit. Not a one of the 
imposters had ever supported the cause or won over 
a politician. Many of them had actively opposed our 
efforts; but now, like A & Co, they posture as the 
political activists.

“Achieving Peace.” A & Co and the pro-Brits 
around them point to M15’s Good Friday Agreement 
as having delivered peace to Occupied Ireland. They 
don’t dare to even mention justice seeing that the 
Brits are again torturing republicans as in pre-Hunger 
Strike days. As to “peace,” they depend on the news 
media to keep IA disinformed and unaware that the 
homicide rate in Occupied Ireland peaked way back 
in 1972 and has been on a sharp decline ever since 
and had dropped to small numbers well prior to A 
& Co’s sell-out.

War Crimes Trials? There won’t be any. The 
reason? Nearly all of the mass murders and other 

war crimes were perpetrated by Brit forces. A & 
Co’s sell-out made the Brits the winners, and winners 
never try themselves for war crimes. The Brits always 
got the news media to blame atrocities on the IRA 
but the truth always prevailed, usually within days. 

“Terrorism.” Reasonably well-informed people know, 
despite the news media, that British forces were the 
terrorists in the Anglo-Irish conflict - they always 
were, throughout history. But to the extent that the 
public depended upon the news media for their 

“takes” on Occupied Ireland, they were misled into 
believing that the terrorists were Irish.

Article 2 and 3 of Ireland’s Constitution. These 
were the prominent two articles that laid permanent 
claim to all of Ireland’s national territory and adjoin-
ing seas. It is hard to believe, but they were rescinded 
under the Good Friday Agreement that A & Co were 
sent to the US to promote. The sixty-seven pages of 
the Good Friday Agreement were filled with baffle-
gab, contradictions and aspirational posturings. There 
was only one-third of a page of clear language that 
was not contradicted elsewhere. It was the language 
that rescinded Articles 2 and 3 thus giving Ireland’s 
Six Counties to Britain. That is what Ireland voted on 
when they were told to “Vote Yes For Peace.” Adams 
was not alone in promoting this unprecedented reduc-
tion of national territory. It is hard to believe, but the 
Irish gov’t were full participants in it.

A United Ireland has always been the goal of 
Ireland’s patriots. Britain had proved over the centuries 
in Ireland that rule--by-murder is its permanent policy. 
Now Adams claims that reunification is his goal, too. 
He had better first explain how his successful cam-
paign to abolish Articles 2 and 3 advanced that goal.

Martin McGuinness, Adams’ partner, was the 
subject of a radio show last weekend. By phone, NY 
Radio Fee Eireann show-host John McDonagh told 
me that last Saturday his show featured ex-MIS mole 
Martin Ingram. Ingram has gone straight and is now 
blabbing on his ex-handlers, On air he reported that 
McGuinness’ Brit handlers protected him from pros-
ecution for the earlier murder of a Brit spy; and that 
the reason for protecting McGuinness was to enable 
McGuinness to continue doing the more important 
work of winning the war for Britain and securing the 
Six Counties for it. Radio Free Eireann can be heard 
live each Saturday at 12:30 to 2 pm Chicago time at 
www.wbai.org  or recorded on www.irishfreedom.
net. 1t is tragic about McGuinness. Many doubted 
that Adams had sold out, not because they trusted 
Adams, but because they trusted McGuinness, and 
they believed that Adams could not have sold out 
without McGuinness noticing it.

Denis Donaldson and Martin McGuinness, now 
both positively exposed as Brit agents were not as 
noticeably sell-outs as Adams was in his public ac-
tions. Adams’ own deeds nailed him. The other two 
could have continued operating for M15. But to be 
innocent they would also have to be considered blind 
to not have noticed Adams’ deeds.

Sad World! All that danger and death! All those 
dead hungerstrikers! All now betrayed. A victory 
turned into ignoble defeat. Those three were the 
undisputed leaders of Sinn Fein, a once-proud party 
of patriots, now destroyed. But the 32-County Sov-
ereignty Movement continues as does Republican 
Sinn Fein. They are not likely to be bought by anyone. 
Who are the terrorists re Occupied Ireland? See www.
terrorismireland.org.

Which Brit Reg’t starved your relatives? See 
wwwirishholocaust.org. Reach me at 312 664 7651 
or fogarty@ix.netcom.com.
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OVER THERE
A brief follow-up on January surprises:

“Stormontgate” - In January 2005 the bare 
beginnings of local government returning to 
Northern Ireland’s Stormont  were dissolved 
by Britain, following “revelations” that the IRA 
had a spy ring there in Sinn Fein offices headed 
by Denis Donaldson. In December Donaldson 
admitted he was a spy, but for the British!

So, it appeared the door to local government 
was open again. But- Surprise! As of writing, the 
International Monitoring Commission (IMC) 
is expected to report that, according to police 
reports, members of the now wholly disarmed 
IRA have indeed been involved in some criminal 
activity. Look for more thrilling news around St. 
Patrick’s Day. That’s when Britain edits its an-
nual Irish news smorgasbord for consumption by 
the U.S. administration and Irish Americans.

As for OTR (On the Run) legislation: Sinn 
Fein at first took the bait when Britain offered 
not to prosecute fugitive paramilitary members, 
but spit it out when families of victims protested 
angrily that the measure would also cover crimes 
alleged to British forces: Bloody Sunday, Dublin-
Monaghan, Omagh, and other murders, including 
those of Irish civil rights attorneys.

Another little surprise- Now the NIPS (OK, PSNI- 
Northern Ireland Police Service if you like, - name 
changed from discredited and now non-PC RUC, or 
Royal Ulster Constabulary) is running an Historical 
Inquiries Team. A hit team again? 

Oh, wait. The Brits call it Enquiries, so it’s 
HET, the HET team. This team will have lots 
of former RUC men investigating those mur-
ders done (allegedly) by British forces. With a 
budget of £30 million, the staff of 100 will be 
carefully gathering evidence in 3,268 unsolved 
killings dating back to 1969.  They will be re-
porting directly to NIPS Chief Hugh Orde. And 
if they find any evidence, they will recommend 
prosecution. That assumes no magical mystery 
IRA band sneaks into Special Branch again to 
steal or burn the evidence before trial. 

Families of murder victims express no faith 
in HET, and are calling for an independent 
and international inquiry.  They, along with 
interested Irish Americans, can, as always, 
look to their newspapers and TV screens to 
keep abreast of these events.

PSNI get PTSS’ed – With the war gone, 
and Catholics now being recruited, what’s a 
poor NIP-man to do? The almost exclusively 
Protestant force had always offered excellent 
trade-in value on a bowler for a police cap. 

Now more than 5,000 officers claim to be “suf-
fering” from post traumatic stress due to “the 
troubles”. They want up to £300,000 apiece 
for “psychological damage”. Earlier this year 
an Army veteran got £620,000 in damages. 
He said if the British Army had not ignored 
his PTSD from Northern Ireland, he could 
have served until retirement age. (FYI- The 
unemployment rate there for Catholics remains 
almost double that for Protestants.)

OVER HERE:
How many of you, I wonder, knew about the 

South Park “Bloody Mary” episode, other than 
reading about it last month’s column? How about 
Penn and Teller’s savaging of Mother Teresa? And 
how many read about the Opie and Anthony inci-
dent, but not about the sponsor’s involvement?

As for me, I did read about Opie & Antho-
ny’s desecration of St. Patrick’s in ‘02, but 
not about the Sam Adams tie-in.  On Penn 
and Teller’s hatred for Mother Teresa, I knew 
nothing before researching for the column. 
And as for South Park, I would have known 
nothing about that episode had I not witnessed 
it myself on the tube. 

My point is that incidents of anti-Catholi-
cism in the U.S. are treated exactly the same 
as anti-Catholic incidents in the U.K. – They 
are ignored or methodically downplayed by 
the English language press on both sides of the 
Atlantic. By the way, I have yet to receive an 
e-mail at (IrishTV@Ameritech.net) which is 
usually tacked at the bottom. I trust it’s because 
people don’t read that far down, or don’t spend 
as much time at a computer.
In Review: Last Month we reported Comedy 
Central ran its season finale episode of South 
Park on 12/7, the eve of the Immaculate Con-
ception. It featured a statue of the Blessed Virgin 
which the cartoon portrayed as “bleeding outa 
it’s a—.” The pope came to see the phenomenon 
and was drenched in his face by a long and loud 
emission of blood from the statue’s rear.

We also mentioned Showtime’s production 
of Penn and Teller, with Penn calling Mother 
Teresa and her sisters f---ing c—ts, and Opie 
and Anthony’s annual “Sex for Sam” contest 
on Infinity Broadcasting, urging a couple to 
have sex in New York’s St. Patrick’s cathedral 
during Mass on the feast of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin.
The Fallout: Press reaction to the “Bloody Mary” 
episode was as muted as a church mouse’s fart. 
Perhaps the alleged Koran page in the unseen toilet 

had exhausted the religious dudgeon of the fifth 
estate. But the Catholic League, a lay group run 
by William Donahue, did protest to Viacom board 
member Joe Califano, who issued a statement: 

“I found it an appalling and disgusting 
portrayal of the Virgin Mary. It is particularly 
troubling to me as a Roman Catholic that the 
segment has run on the eve and day of the Feast 
of the Immaculate Conception, a holy day for 
Roman Catholics.”

Califano promised to refer the matter to Tom 
Freston, co-president and chief operating officer 
of Viacom International. Bishop William S. Skyl-
stad, president of the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops wrote to Freston Dec. 14: 

“Viacom has shown extreme insensitivity in 
airing a South Park episode on Comedy Cen-
tral which mocks the Blessed Virgin Mary in 
a tasteless and ugly fashion. This is especially 
offensive at a time of the year when the Blessed 
Mother is most commemorated and honored by 
millions of Christians, including Catholics. 

While I am sure that Viacom feels some 
responsibility not to air everything presented 
to it by those who create material for your 
various entertainment enterprises, it is hard to 
imagine where you would draw the line, given 
this offensive programming.

While artists have the right to freedom of 
expression, you also have the right and responsi-
bility to exercise some discernment so that your 
organization is not associated with material that 
grievously and gratuitously offends the sensi-
tivities of large number of your viewers. 

I hope you will appreciate the gravity of the 
hurt this program has caused and that you will 
not permit your networks to be used to give 
similar offense in the future.”

The segment was to have aired again Dec. 
28, but did not, and video clips were removed 
from Comedy Central’s website. But if you 
care to see for yourself, you can still download 
the segment from:        http://www.southparkx.
net/episodes/914-bloody-mary

Plowing this field has turned up a wealth 
of harrowing information. I hope to turn over 
some more clods next month. 
Watch Irish TV Journal
Chicago- All cable systems: Channel 19: 
Monday 7PM, Tuesday 2PM 
Comcast- (Elmhurst billing) 41West suburbs 
– Channel 19: Tuesday 7:30 PM 
Comcast-  (Skokie billing) 24 North sub-
urbs– Ch. 19 (or 35): Tuesday, 6PM 
E-mail: IrishTV@ameritech.net                
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to Posidonius, who could not have 
known that he was recording a way 
of life soon to disappear, we have 
an objective account of the lives and 
customs of the ancient Celts. Philip 
Freeman peices together the puzzle 
of the Celts using this little-known 
eyewitness account.

Philip Freeman is associate 
professor and Qualley Professor of 
classics at Luther College and a for-
mer visiting scholar at the Harvard 
Divinity School. He earned the first 
joint Ph.D. in Classics and Celtic 
studies from Harvard University. 

He lives in Decorah, Iowa.
www.amazon.com
Simon & Schuster, $25, ISBN 0-7432-6280-8
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Are you a risk taker??
In a recent book review by “our” Father Kevin 

Shanley, he quoted a modern day Jesuit martyr, 
Father Alfred Delp, who said before the Nazis 
executed him: “Whoever doesn’t have the courage 
to make history is doomed to become its object.  
We have to take action” By the time this column is 
published, we will already be into February. Many 
of us spent hours preparing New Year resolutions.  
We are convinced that these resolutions are going 
to change and/or improve things.  We are going to 
start this or stop that.  But by now, many of these 
resolutions have been discarded and forgotten. 
Have done it myself many times.   Father Delp’s 
comments showed great wisdom.  Could you 
apply his wisdom to your conduct in 2006?  Are 
you going to have the courage to make history 
rather than simply being a bystander?  Are you 
going to take action?

In a recent conversation with a client he stated 
that he has been putting off making a decision 
about his career for the last two years.  He has had 
good, solid reasons for his delay.  Nonetheless, as 
he reflects on his conduct, it is pretty clear that 
he has let two years slip by him. And he’s a smart 
and mature business executive. 

What are the things that you are going to 
change in some significant way this year?  How 
is 2006 going to be different than 2005?  Would 
you be willing to consider the concept of inten-
tionality and how it might relate to you?  Do you 
INTEND that this year bring you riches? Success?  
Travel and excitement?  A loved one?   What has 
your experience been?  Have you had these things 
in your life before?   If you haven’t had them, why 
should they suddenly appear in 2006?  What do 
you plan to do differently that’s going to enhance 
the likelihood of their appearance in your life?  
Some wise man once said that the definition of 
insanity is a person doing something over and 
over again and expecting somehow that the result 
is going to change.  

Are you willing to gamble?  Are you willing 
to take a calculated risk?  In a recent interview, 
the actor Tom Selleck said that Risk is the price 
of opportunity. I have always been impressed 

areers 
by James f. fitzgerald, CPA

C
with him as a pretty solid 
guy. He seems to have 
strong family values. So 
maybe Tom is not a real 
philosopher, but rather 
just a person who has 
been very successful 
in his post “Magnum, 
P.I.” career by taking 

risks.  He said that he has had a real difficult 
time getting financial support for some of his 
western movies.  He feels such movies clearly 
demonstrate traditional American values, i.e., 
loyalty, bravery, and honor.  He has stretched 
himself financially to make these movies.  We 
can speculate that movie stars have tons of 
money.  But as we have seen many of them 
fail miserably from a financial perspective. So 
Selleck probably had some “real” money on the 
table; it would hurt to lose it.  But he says he is 
committed to completing some of these projects.  
When was the last time you tried something 
different knowing it probably only had a 50 % 
chance for success?

My friend, Jerry Moriarty of FranNet, has a 
friend who has been providing hospice care for 
the last 12-15 years.  This friend has made it his 
custom to ask each patient, if you could do it all 
over again, what would you do differently? He has 
gotten all kinds of answers. Some curt.  Some sad. 
And of course, some long detailed responses.  But 
as he has distilled the answers, there is a common 
theme, take more risks.                                    

As we get older, there seems to be a “natural” 

tendency to be more risk averse.  We often hear 
the cautions about having a certain percentage of 
our investments in safer investments.  We have to 
force ourselves to think outside our comfort zone.  
As a person who has traveled a lot, I am aware 
of how much more concerned I have become 
about going some place new. Twenty years ago, 
I wouldn’t have spent more than five minutes 
thinking about it.  But now, I want to know if there 
is a lot of walking. How close are the intended 
attractions to our hotel?  Are there good medical 
facilities close by?  Can you drink the water?  Can 
you trust “their” cooking?                

Given how the world has changed, the likeli-
hood of most things posing real difficulty is 
becoming increasingly remote.  Foreign countries 
do not want us carrying home stories that are 
going to re route tourist dollars.  They are not 
going to allow us to get sick.  They usually are 
going to monitor the environment to keep it safe.  
The reality of something actually happening to 
us is pretty incidental.  A number of important 
motivational speakers say there are studies that 
demonstrate that 92% of the things we worry 
about never happen.  What about the other 8%?  
Well, we are intelligent people, if we discern 
a dangerous situation; we alter our course of 
action.  Both of my sons, who played college 
basketball, have frequently pointed it out to me, 

“Dad, good players adjust”.  There are always risks 
in our complex and complicated world, but good 
judgment and attitude can overcome or mitigate 
most of them.

I was absolutely blown away by the conversa-

tion with my client, who said he probably has 
spent too much time in the same position.  He 
could be wrong.  He could be misreading the 
situation.  But the most important thing is how 
does he think about it.  If he is correct, he should 
consider taking some remedial action to redirect 
his career.  Have you overstayed your current 
role?  Should you be examining yourself and your 
career in a more definitive manner?  One of the 
Successories wall hanging says, “We can’t direct 
the wind, but we can adjust the sails”.  When was 
the last time you thought seriously about how 
your “sails” are set?  Carpe Diem.  

James F. Fitzgerald is the president of James 
F. Fitzgerald & Associates, Inc., an Oak Brook 
based senior executive career transition and 
executive coaching firm.  Phone number 630-684-
2204.  (NEW) Email: jamesffitz@sbcglobal.net. 
Jim also serves on the Board of Directors for the 
Career Transitions Center of Chicago.  

The Philosopher and the Druids
By Philip Freeman

A Greek philosopher 
named Posidonius began an 
ambitious and dangerous 
journey into the little-known 
Celtic lands in Gaul, where 
he discovered that they were 
not barbarians as thought, but 
were instead a very sophis-
ticated people. He returned 
home and wrote about his 
travels among the Celts which 
became one of the most popu-
lar books of ancient times. 
His work influenced Julius 
Caesar, who eventually conquered the people 
of Gaul and brought the Celts into the Roman 
Empire, ending forever their way of life. Thanks 
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Irish Ballads For Any Occasion

Look for new CD, ‘Stories to Tell’
708.633.9088  or

 E-Mail at joemona@aol.com

eNteRtaiNeRs

K.J. FLEMING’S, LTD.

and other fine Irish 
products:

Nicholas Mosse Pottery, 
Belleek,

Aran Sweaters,
Lambswool capes

Visit our web site
www.flemingsltd.com

1.800.553.2779
711 Main Street  Lake Geneva, WI 53147

Weddings, Parties, Events
Solo Piano or Guitar up to full 
6-Piece Band 312-922-7517

www.mickarcher.com
Mick Archer Solo Performance Tour

Dec. 27th thru Jan. 31st 2006
The Downhill Hotel - Sligo Road, Ballina

County Mayo, Ireland • 011-353-96-21033

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

708-445-0700
FAX 708-445-2003

Concern Worldwide Joins Liberia in Celebrating the 
Inauguration of First Female African Head of State

Concern Worldwide’s Regional Director, 
Anne O’Mahony recently attended the inaugu-
ration ceremony of Africa’s first female head of 
state. Describing it as an extraordinary milestone 
in Liberia’s history, O’Mahony was invited as a 
representative for international NGO Concern 
Worldwide US. O’Mahony brings a unique 
perspective having began Concern’s Liberian 
operation in 1996.

O’Mahony expressed the “overwhelming 
sense of unbridled optimism” that has swept 
the independent republic where President El-
len Johnson-Sirleaf has pledged to initiate an 
equality agenda that will combat gender-based 
violence. 

“People truly believe this is a new beginning 
including an end to corruption, more jobs for the 
Liberians and a new beginning for women,” she 
stated. “In some ways I think that expectations are 
very high though we’re all hoping for the best.”

Despite this positive reaction from the inter-
national community, O’Mahony cautions that 
the next 150 days will be critical to establishing 
a viable government. O’Mahony urged interna-
tional\donors to continue delivering assistance 
and support to the new President as the fledging 
democracy needs careful nurturing.

This is also an exciting time for international 
NGOs like Concern, as it means that Concern 
workers can now begin to implement not just 

emergency response programs but help meeting 
the more longer term development needs of the 
communities as well.

About Concern Worldwide US: Concern is an 
international humanitarian organization commit-
ted to the relief, assistance and advancement of 
people in need in the least developed countries 
of the world. Founded in Ireland in 1968, con-
cern now has over 3,700 people working in 30 
countries across the globe. 

Concern believes in a world where no one 
lives in fear; where all have access to a decent 
standard of living, and the opportunities essential 
to a long, healthy and creative life. Our mission is 
to help people living in absolute poverty achieve 
major improvements in their lives, improvements 
which are sustainable without ongoing support 
from Concern. For further information please 
call 212-557-8000, or 1-800-59-CONCERN or 
visit our website www.concernusa.org.

IAHC to exhibit Ireland: 
People And Places 

The Irish American Heritage Center is proud to 
host the work of local photographers, Liz Cock-
rum and Michelle Siers at the IAHC in February 
2006.  Their show, Ireland: People and Places 
continues a busy season of exhibits in the Center’s 
art gallery. The exhibit will feature portraits, urban 
landscapes and still life photographs. Cockrum’s 
photographs show the subtle beauty found in ev-
eryday objects, while Siers’ photography portrays 
architectural and urban landscapes. 

Ireland: People and Places opens February 7 and 
runs through March 3 on Saturdays and Sundays 
from 1-5pm and during the week by appointment. 
The exhibit is free and open to the public. There 
will be a free opening night reception on February 
11 that is open to the public. For more information 
on Ireland: People and Places, call the Center at 773-
282-7035, ext. 10 or visit www.irishamhc.com.  

IL State Treasurer Seeks 
Nominations for Woman 
to Woman Awards

Illinois residents are invited to nomi-
nate an outstanding woman or girl for 
State Treasurer Judy Baar Topinka’s fifth 
annual Woman to Woman: Making a Dif-
ference Awards which will be presented at 
a special reception on March 30.

The qualified nominee must be a fe-
male resident of Illinois who has made 
a tangible difference in the lives of other 
women or girls. While these efforts may 
be on a professional basis, preference will 
be given to women whose achievements 
were part of volunteer efforts.

To be considered, the nominee must 
have helped empower other women by 
being a positive role model, raising social 
awareness, promoting diversity, establish-
ing opportunities for self-improvement, 
promoting positive intergroup relations, 
or establishing new and innovative pro-
grams.

Girls between the ages of 12-18 will 
be considered in a separate category. 
Nominations can also be submitted for 

small teams of women or girls if their 
accomplishment was the result of a team 
effort. Approximately 10 awards will be 
presented.  

A one-to-two page narrative essay de-
scribing the significant accomplishments 
of the woman must accompany each 
nomination. No more than five additional 
pages of supportive materials, such as 
newspaper stories, may be included. 

UWM Celtic Studies
Are you still trying to put together your 

UWM Spring 2006 course schedule? Not 
having any luck finding an interesting and/
or original course? Celtic Studies has the 
course for you. Father Vincent McNally, 
Ph.D. is offering Celtic 250 – Lecture 004: 
The Catholic Church in Ireland: A People’s 
History. This course will be meeting 1/23-
5/11, Mondays and Wednesdays from 
6:00pm-7:15 in Merril 315 – perfect for 
those of you working and going to school 

– and is cross-listed? with Comparative 
Religion. Father McNally is a Professor of 
Church History at Sacred Heart School of 
Theology in Hales Corners, Wisconsin.

If this sounds like a subject you’d like 
to learn more about, please contact Dr. 
McNally at vmcnally@shst.edu and sign 
up today!
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ENTERTAINER - LESSONS 

Brunch

Dinners

Parties

Receptions

Weddings

Funerals

Special Events

Located 
on Northwest 

side of Chicago 

email: aislinn@aislinnmusic.com 

Call Aislinn 
773-763-6523 

www.aislinnmusic.com 

BOOK NOW FOR THE HOLIDAYS

GIFT SHOP

Your Local Source
For All Things
Scottish & Irish

815/963-0270
www.tinwhistleshop.com

Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
1414 N Main St Rockford, IL 61103

560 BROADWAY • RT.12 & BROADWAY 
RICHMOND, IL • 815-678-4774

www.celtichomeandhearth.com

For all  your holiday Shopping
Belleek • Bridal • Crystal • Jewelry

Pottery/Ceramic
Celtic Rugs/Wall Hangings

Dolls/Toys • Christening Gifts
Tapes • CD’s • Books

Tin Whistles • Stained Glass
Bodhrans • Tasty Treats

Frozen Foods • Canned Haggis

Celtic
Inspired Gifts

& So Much More

5138 W. 95th St. 
Oak Lawn 60453 

GIFT SHOP

Belleek • food
Irish Papers

708-424-7055
“Your complete Irish import store 

in the south suburbs.”

“Saving the Green” 

Irish republicans unite to commemorate hunger strikes
25 Years On –Commemoration Says “We Must Be United!”

Twenty-Five years ago, ten brave men 
stunned the world by their agonizing 
deaths on Hunger Strike in Long Kesh 
jail in Ireland. Seven political prisoners 
allied to the Irish Republican Army, and 
three representing the Irish National 
Liberation Army, sacrificed their lives to 
expose injustice and brutality in British 
jails and to restore Political Status to their 
imprisoned comrades. These ten martyrs, 
united in cause and principle under differ-
ent factions of Irish Republicanism, left an 
unfulfilled legacy of strength in unity to 
Irish Republicans today.

In 2006, the 25th Anniversary of the 
1981 Hunger Strikes, a diverse group of 
US-based Irish Republican organizations 
will unite in homage to the memories of 
these ten martyrs and to the causes and 
demands for which they died. These or-
ganizations, the Concerned Group for Re-
publican Prisoners, the Chicago Cumann 
of The Irish Freedom Committee, and The 
Irish Republican Socialist Committees of 
North America, will join together under the 
banner of the Chicago Hunger Strike Com-
memoration Committee to stage a series 

of events in the Chicago area to observe 
the historic 25th Anniversary of the 1981 
Hunger Strikes. All groups involved are 
devoted to the pursuit of a United and Sov-
ereign 32 County Socialist Irish Republic, 
free of British military and administrative 
rule; and to the support of the families of 
Irish Republican political prisoners.

The Chicago Hunger Strike Commemo-
ration Committee will stage several events 
in the Chicago area in 2006 to mark the 
25th Anniversary of the Hunger Strikes. 
Event dates and locations are to be an-
nounced shortly, but these will include a 
benefit Rock and Roll show in April, and 
a Commemoration Dinner Dance to be 
hosted in August 2006. A special Testimo-
nial Journal will also be pressed for this 
historic occasion. All funds raised at the 
Commemoration will go directly to aid 
the families of current Irish Republican 
POWs, some of whom still fight for the 
Political Status which the ten 1981 Hunger 
Strikers died for.

In the spirit of Theobald Wolfe Tone, 
who sought to unite “Catholic, Protestant 
and Dissenter”; in acknowledgement of 

the leadership of the Easter 1916 Rising, 
which united disparate Republican forces 
against the might of Britain’s army; and 
most especially in the memory of the 1981 
hunger strikers, who died united in protest 
inside the H-Blocks of Long Kesh; The 
Chicago Hunger Strike Commemoration 
Committee will do our part in unity to pay 
respectful homage to the legacy of ten 
brave men who sacrificed all for Ireland.

In tribute to the ten martyrs who gave 
their lives on hunger strike:
Vol. Bobby Sands, IRA
Vol. Francis Hughes, IRA
Vol. Patsy O’Hara, INLA
Vol. Raymond McCreesh, IRA
Vol. Joe McDonnell, IRA
Vol. Martin Hurson, IRA
Vol. Kevin Lynch, INLA
Vol. Kieran Doherty, IRA
Vol. Thomas McElwee, IRA
Vol. Michael Devine, INLA
Tiochfaidh ár lá!

For more information and event updates 
please visit The Chicago Hunger Strike 
Commemoration Committee at http://
www.wemustbeunited.com, or email the 
CHSCC at info@wemustbeunited.com. 

The Concerned Group for Republican 

Prisoners (CGRP) was launched in the 
summer of 2005 in response to a critical 
need for support for a group of Irish Re-
publican Political Prisoners on E4 landing 
at Portlaoise Prison. The Irish Freedom 
Committee (IFC), formed in 1961, is 
a Nationwide organization which has 
supported anti-Treaty Irish Republican 
political prisoners and their families for 
many years and has lead numerous human 
rights campaigns, speaking tours, film 
screenings, musical benefits, and public 
protests on behalf of the prisoners and their 
families. The Irish Republican Socialist 
Committees of North America (IRSCNA) 
was founded in 1984 to expand support for 
the Irish Republican Socialist Movement 
in Ireland through political forums, press 
releases, and demonstrations.

Chicago Theatre
April 7

register for free tickets at www.iannews.com
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Hours:  Sunday - Monday     9:30 - 3:00 pm
             Tuesday - Saturday  9:00 - 7:00 pm

Featuring a complete line of Irish Groceries:
• All your favorite candies
• Homemade Soda Bread 
• Brown Bread & Scones 
• Homemade Shepherd’s Pie
  & Sausage Rolls

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials
Homemade Soups & Salads

7280 W. Devon Avenue
773/631-0747 • fax 773/774-4614

OFFICE FURNITURE
• SALES
• DESIGN
• USED

Authorized Dealer of: 
HON®  Allsteel®  Gunlocke®

Chicago Office Interiors

(773) 254-4877 (fax) 254-8746
www.chicagoofficeint.com

     (Sold & Purchased)

O L D
O R L A N D
I N S U R A N C E
A G E N C Y,  I N C .

Since 1946

HOME • LIFE • AUTO • HEALTH • BUSINESS

ALL TYPES OF CONTRACTORS

14308 Union Orland Park, IL 60462
7 0 8 - 3 4 9 - 2 0 0 0

“We sell Peace Of Mind.”

MORTGAGES
dan dunton

Mortgage Consultant

State Bank of Countryside

7380 Route 83
darien IL 60561

phone 630-655-3113
Cell 630-209-5821

• No income verification loans

• 100% financing

MORTGAGES
dan dunton

Mortgage Consultant

State Bank of Countryside

7380 Route 83
darien IL 60561

phone 630-655-3113
Cell 630-209-5821

• No income verification loans

• 100% financing

PLASTERING
William McNulty & Sons

Plastering Co.

PLASTERING 

STUCCO    DRYVIT

Insured - All Work Guaranteed

708-386-2951

Chris Broderick Agency
7109 W. Archer Ave
Chicago, IL  60638

cbroderick@farmersagent.com

Do you have insurance
or are you insured?

Life • Auto • Home
Condo • Renters

Business

There is a difference…I will make certain

Chris Broderick

you are insured!

773-526-5336

All Makes and Models
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and Commercial
Maytag • Peerless • WeilMcLain • Frigidaire

773-283-6161
Free estimates on installation 
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HEATING•REFRIGERATION
AIR CONDITIONING

• Design And Install New Addition Systems •
• Quick Service • Senior Citizen Discounts •

• Flat Rate Pricing • Labor Warranties •

• Furnaces • Boilers • Water Heaters
• Space Heaters • Air Conditioners
• Air Cleaners • Humidifiers
• Cleaning • Repairs
• Insured • Bonded • Licensed

OVER 17

YEARS
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SERVICE

Hume - civil rights movement inspired by King
Former SDLP Leader John Hume de-

livered the following address at Boston 
University on January 16, 2005, to mark 
Martin Luther King Day. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Distinguished 

Guests. It is a great honor to be asked 
to deliver the annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. lecture here in Boston Univer-
sity, Dr. King’s alma mater. I have long 
been a student of Dr. King and strongly 
believe that he was a prophet for this mil-
lennium. I believe his passion for peace 
will yet outlive man’s weakness for war. 
I believe with him that what we achieve 
in the future will happen not through the 
weapons of war honed in the recent past 
century but through the moral force and 
wisdom which he embodied, a moral force 
and wisdom for which a strong foundation 
was laid in this very institution during Dr. 
King’s days as a graduate student here at 
Boston University.

Martin Luther King dreamed of a land 
free from racial hatred and segregation. 
He strived for a country where service 
would replace suppression, and he endea-
voured towards a world where leadership 
and non-violence would take its rightful 
place in the order of the world, removing 
exploitation and war.

Dr. Martin Luther King inspired all of 
us with his words and with his vision. His 
voice and his dream called the people of 
the United States to live up to the ideal-
ism of the true idea behind this country 

- E Pluribus Unum - from  many we are 
one.......Those are the same words that in-
spired us to work for peace in Ireland and 
which describe the greatest peace building 
project in the history of the world - The 
European Union.

But - As you all know - Dr. King did 
not just create ideas. He did not merely 
promulgate a message. He did not hide 
behind the anonymity of the pen or the 
sanctity of the preacher’s pulpit. He was 
a man of action, a man of dedication, 
and a man who bore the heavy burden of 
responsibility. He knew that this was a 
course that would not be easy. 

And yet, he set out bravely on that 
course, inspired by his faith and by the 
ideas of common humanity, justice and 
love. While it is easy now to look back and 
to think that freedom and fairness would 
surely win out, the truth is that every day 
when Martin Luther King went to work 
he put himself in danger. He stood up to 
abuse of power and intolerance.

And still, despite the intimidation, the 
jailing and the beatings, he continued on 
his determined path of non-violence. He 
did this so that every American could be 
free and so that the message of love and 
non-violence would inspire those of us 
from afar who also dreamed of justice.  
Tragically, he would sadly pay the ultimate 
price on the way to realizing the bounty 
of democracy for this land. 

And while we should mourn his passing 
and his loss, not only to those who loved 
him but also to all those he served without 
ever meeting, we must always remember.  
At a special time such as the Martin Luther 
King Holiday, we should remember his 
sacrifice and his legacy. But more impor-
tantly than that, we must strive every day 
to make his dream a reality. In our homes, 
in our communities, in our schools and in 
our governments, we must continue the 
struggle for respect, freedom and justice 
that he espoused so greatly. 

Today more than ever, this is an ob-
ligation for Americans and for all of us 
around the world. Those triple evils of war, 
racism and poverty are with us today as 
much as ever. We must live by his values 
of compassion and dignity not only to 
our neighbors and our friends, but also to 
those we do not know in far away lands. 
We must even challenge ourselves, as Dr. 
King did, to strive for these highest of 
values even with our enemies and those 
who would hurt us. Otherwise, we hurt 
ourselves.

Our Civil Rights Movement in North-

ern Ireland took its lead from this part of 
the world.  We believed in the words of 
Dr. Martin Luther King. We believed in 
inclusivity, not exclusivity. We believed 
that true unity among all the Irish people 
was unity based on agreement, not just 
unity of the soil. Those in the United 
States who struggled for justice were our 
example.

When I first entered public life as a 
young man in 1968, I was very heavily 
influenced by Martin Luther King as we 
started the Civil Rights Movement in 
Northern Ireland. I had read a lot of what 
he had said and quoted him regularly in 
my speeches. “We Shall Overcome” be-
came virtually a hymn to us and our party, 
indeed it is still sung every year at the end 
of our annual convention. Martin Luther 
King was a very inspirational leader and 
his philosophy is a philosophy that is very 
meaningful for any area where there is 
injustice, hatred and conflict, as there was 
in Northern Ireland.

Martin’s dream for this great country 
of the United States - a new day where 
hope, justice and opportunity will replace 
hatred, division and despair - drove us in 
very dark times. Those are behind us now 
in Ireland, but we still have a long way 
left to travel. We all must stay true to our 
course and travel further each day.

As we enter the new century and new 
millennium we are living through one 
of the greatest revolutions in the history 
of the world. As a result of that major 
revolution in transport, technology and 
telecommunications we are living in a 
much smaller world and the peoples of 
the world are living much closer together 
and in more contact. For that reason we 
are in a stronger position to shape the 
world and one of our major objectives, 
therefore, should be to take the necessary 
steps to create a world without war or 
conflict. For that reason, we should study 
major examples of conflict resolution, 
identify their principles, and create the 
circumstances to apply those principles 
to any area of conflict in the world.

The European Union is an excellent 
example of conflict resolution and there-
fore the means of creating this union 
should be deeply studied. To put it mildly, 
I do not have a reputation as someone 
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Galena Rentals
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773-631-5253 
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 Visit
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Apple Vacations

Europe
Cruises

Disneyworld
Las Vegas

Visit our Website
www.gaffneytravel.com

Offering Over 300 IRELAND TOURS
& Low Hertz Car Rentals in Ireland

Email:  sales@gaffneytravel.com

Specializing In Ireland For Over 30 Years

708-974-1300

Gadabout Travel
10552 S Roberts Rd. • Palos Hills

Cruises • Disney • Groups
Mexico & Hawaii

FULL SERVICE AGENCY
We Can Customize ANY Itinerary

Winner: Southland
Best Travel Agency
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Business of the Year

www.gadabouttravel.com

Irish Jewels Direct

1-773-895-1237
Discounts 24/7 !

Fine Quality 
from Ireland

Secure - ‘Pay Pal’ friendly
on-line ordering
or call Ed Dwyer

www.IrIShjEwElSDIrEct.com

For all your family and  
corporate catering needs.
Entertain in Style and still  

keep the bookkeeper happy!

773•774•4001

c a t e r i n g
7280 W. Devon Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60631

who has new and original thought in 
every speech, and one of the examples 
I like to use frequently is the story of 
my first visit to Strasbourg when I was 
elected to the European Parliament in 
1979.  I went for a walk and crossed the 
bridge from Strasbourg in France to Kehl 
in Germany. I stopped in the middle of 
the bridge and I meditated. I thought that 
there is France and there is Germany and 
if I had stood on this bridge thirty years 
ago after the end of the second world war 

- the worst half century in the history of 
the world with the slaughter of millions 
of human beings in two world wars - and 
if I had said don’t worry, the historical 
conflicts of the peoples of Europe are 
ended and in a number of years you 
will all be united in a European Union, 
I might have been sent to a psychiatrist. 
Yet it happened and I thought that since 
the European Union is the best example 
in the history of the world of the ending 
of wars and conflict, its principles should 
be studied:

And when studied it will be found that 
the three principles at the heart of the 
European Union can be applied to any 
area of conflict in order to achieve resolu-
tion. That’s what you will find when you 
study the three principles at the heart of 
the Good Friday Agreement in Northern 
Ireland, they are the three principles at the 
heart of the European Union. And what 
are they?

Principle number one is respect for 
difference. When conflict is examined 
anywhere in the world what is it about? 
Difference. Difference, whether it is dif-
ference of race, religion, or nationality, is 
an accident of birth.  No person chose to 
be born into any community.  Therefore, 
why should difference be fought about, 
it is something that should be respected.  
There are not two people in this world who 
are the same.  Difference is of the essence 
of humanity, therefore it is not something 
we should ever fight about. It is something 
we should totally respect. That obviously 
is a very simple statement, but if it were 
to be accepted in the whole world then it 
would make a major contribution to the 
end of conflict. That principle - respect 
for difference - is the first principle of the 
European Union.

The second principle is the establish-
ment of institutions that respect those 
differences. There is a European Council 
of Ministers and every country has a 
representative on that council. There is a 
European Commission, and every country 
has a Commissioner and staff in the com-
mission.  The third institution is the Eu-
ropean Parliament, where every member 
country has elected representatives.

The third principle is the most im-
portant - what I call the healing process. 
The representatives of all the people of 
Europe work together in their common 
interests - social and economic develop-
ment. In other words, as I often say, they 
spill their sweat and not their blood. As 
they do they have broken the barriers of 
centuries resulting in a new Europe that 
is still evolving.

When historians look at the Good 
Friday Agreement of Northern Ireland, 
they will see the same three principles. 
Principle number one - respect for differ-
ence.  The identities of both communities 
are fully respected in the Agreement.  
Principle number two - institutions that 
respect both identities. In order to do 
so, a legislature is elected by a system 
of proportional voting, not bullet voting 
for one candidate, in order to ensure that 
every section of society is represented in 
the Assembly. The Assembly takes this a 
step further and also elects the govern-
ment by proportional voting and ensures 
that all of the people have representatives 
in government. When those institutions 
are firmly in place, the third principle 

- the healing process - will go into action 
and will ensure that the representatives of 
all sections of our people will be working 
together in their common interests - so-
cial and economic development - rather 
than waving flags at one another or us-
ing bombs and guns against one another. 
They will be, as I have often repeated, 
spilling their sweat and not their blood, 
breaking down the barriers of centuries 
as our common humanity transcends our 
difference  and in a generation or two, 
once this process gets underway, a new 
Ireland will evolve based on agreement 
and respect for difference.

Those are three very simple and fun-
damental principles, but they are very 

profound. Indeed, something which is 
rarely mentioned is that they are the exact 
same principles espoused by the founding 
fathers of the United States of America. I 
first learned them when I went to visit the 
grave of Abraham Lincoln and I saw writ-
ten there a summary of that philosophy, 
which in my opinion could create peace 
in the entire world today. That summary is 
three Latin words - E Pluribus Unum -  In 
other words from many we are one, the 
essence of our unity is respect for diversity. 
When outsiders look at the United States 
they see tremendous diversity given the 
many countries from which thepopula-
tion has come from, yet the institutions 
of the United States were built to respect 
diversity. Presidents cannot be Presidents 
for their entire life, only for a fixed period 
of time. The same principles also apply 
to many Governors and Mayors. No 
one branch of government has outright 
power. In other words the leadership of 
the United States, even though it is an 
enormous country, work together in their 
common interest.

That is a philosophy that the whole 
world needs today. As I have already said, 
because we are today living in a much 
smaller world because of technology, 
telecommunications and transport, it is a 
world that we are in a stronger position to 
shape. There is no doubt that the European 
Union and the United States of America 
by coming together could give the best 
and most powerful leadership in shaping 
the world. The time has come as we enter 
the new century and the new millennium 

to create a world in which there is no lon-
ger any war or conflict; no longer a world 
in which human beings kill one another.

And of course the best way to achieve 
that is for the largest countries in our 
smaller world today to work strongly 
together to promote dialogue in areas of 
conflict, particularly about the three prin-
ciples in order to create a world in which 
areas of division will respect their differ-
ences, build institutions that do so and 
work together in their common interests. 
I believe that this is the great challenge 
facing our generation and naturally I hope 
that the challenge will be taken up and we 
will have a world of the future in which 
there is no longer any war or conflict. Let 
us create a world in which E Pluribus 
Unum is a summary of that philosophy 
of the entire world.

Ladies and gentlemen, let us hope now 
that we shall overcome. 
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The ink had barely dried on the 

historic agreement which allows 
rugby and soccer to be played 
in Croke Park when the Gaelic 
Players Association slams in a 
demand for financial remunera-
tion for their player, in the light 
of the huge money for the rental 
of Croke Park for soccer and 
rugby international matches. The 
decision by the GAA to allow the 
rugby and Soccer bodies to use 
Croke Park while the Lansdowne 
Road rugby stadium is being 
redeveloped was a very brave 
gesture. But the Central Council 

of the GAA, which represents all 
32 Counties, took the decision to 
allow the two other sports bodies 
access to the largest stadium in 
Europe.

Had they not done so, Irelands 
rugby and soccer teams would 
have to play their international  
commitments in English or Welsh 
venues. It is reckoned that for 
the three years that it will take 
to re-develop Lansdowne Road 
stadium, the national economy 
will benefit to the tune of 3 mil-
lion euro. As I pointed out in 
last months IAN column, the 

GAA’s take will amount to ap-
proximately a 36 million bonanza. 
Naturally the GPA wasted no 
time in pointing out to the GAA 
that their players were primary 
responsible in making Croke Park 
what it is today.

They stress therefore, that the 
GAA should pay them back now 
by helping them secure some kind 
of payment for their services to 
the games. In their statement, they 
remind the Association of the mega 
bucks earning of superstars of other 
codes like Damien Duff ( Soccer) 
£5 million, Brian of Driscoll ( 
Rugby) £400,000. and they want 
a slice of the Croke Park rental 
money. The statement from the 
GPA goes on to state that it is over 
10 years since the first redevelop-
ment of Croke Park was completed. 

‘ In the interim, it has been, primar-
ily our county hurlers and Gaelic 
footballers who have helped to fill 
the magnificent new stadium. Our 
players rank alongside the best 
in other codes who will now be 
showcased in Croke Park’

The GAA hit back immediately 
insisting that whatever revenue 
is raised by Croke Park rental is 
needed for other priorities and 
will be invested back into the 
games down to grass roots – ‘ his 
( the GPA’s comment) was antici-
pated. Most people will interpret 
it as an opportunistic premise to 
further the concept of pay for play’ 
said GAA PRO Danny Lynch.

It should be mentioned that the 
GAA have been installing flood 
lights at major grounds around 
the country at a cost of one mil-
lion euro. Parnell Park, in Dublin 
and Corks Pairc Ui Rinn, have 
been using this facility for the 
past couple of years with great 
success.

The Leinster Council of the 
GAA is now going to play a num-
ber of club championship matches 
under lights starting in October. 
Work has already commenced on 
the two grounds which have been 
selected by the Leinster Council 
to have floodlights installed- 
O’Moore Park, 

Portlaoise and Pairc Tailteann, 
Navan and the finishing touches 
should be in place by next June. 
That means that Leinster will have 
floodlighting in three of the main 
provincial grounds in the country.   
The three Leinster venues will 
house some National League and 
Leinster Under 21 Championship 
matches.

Hurleys and footballs will 
make an appearance at the open-
ing ceremony for the 20012 
Olympic Games in London, if 

 Indoor training continues 
this Wednesday at 5pm at 
the Lattof YMCA. 

  This week’s training is for 
U8 and U10.  Please note that all 
children participating must be six 
years old by January 1.

  If you have not completed and 
turned in a Waiver, we need them 
the next time you attend.  Those 
of you that already turned in your 
waivers will be getting your cards 
at the next training.

Information Meeting Scheduled
Due to the success of last 

year’s Information Meeting, we 
will hold another one on Sunday, 
April 2, 2006, at the Norwood 
Park Field House, 5801 North 
Natoma, Chicago from 2p-4p.  If 
you know of anyone interested in 
playing with the Chicago Celtic 
Youth GFC, please pass on this 
information to them. 

Make plans to attend the 
next Chicago Celtic Youth 
GFC Pub Quiz!

 When:    Saturday, February  
       11, 2006 

**Please note date change!!**
 Where:   Johnny O’Hagan’s
               3374 North Clark 

Street, Chicago
 Time:     9:00pm
 Cost:      $20/person

Cadlelight Bowl and Dinner 
Plans are underway for the 

2nd Annual Candlelight Bowl 
and Dinner!  If you attended last 
year, you know how much fun was 
had by all!  This is one of our big 
fundraisers that helps to cover the 
cost of travel to the Continental 
Youth Championships in Boston 
this coming July.  We are asking 
each family to find at least one lane 
sponsor and/or raffle prize/silent 
auction donor.  Lane sponsors will 
be included in a dinner program 
book, as well as on the club’s web-
site.  With every family’s help and 
involvement, this year’s Candle-
light Bowl and Dinner will be a 
huge success.  If you are interested 
in joining the committee, please 
contact Norb Kosinksi at  847-
823-8726 (norbko@hotmail.com)  
or Sheila Barker at 847-825-1864 
(sheila.barker@sbcglobal.net).  
Order forms for tickets will be sent 
by e-mail in the near future.

 Get all the details at http://
www.chicagocelticyouth.com

Upcoming 
Chicago Celtic 
Youth GFC Events

Third Annual Ireland Network Black-Tie Ball
Tickets are going fast!!!.  Now is a great time buy a table for your com-

pany/organization or band together with friends to purchase a table. To 
confirm your tickets checks must be received by Paul Cronin at the address 
below by end of day Friday February 10th. This is necessary to ensure that 
your tickets can be mailed to you on time for the event.

Third Annual Ireland Network Black-Tie Ball 
 InterContinental Hotel CHICAGO 
505 NORTH MICHIGAN AVE 
CHICAGO, IL 60611 
Tel: 1-312 -944 4100/Fax: 1-312 -944 1320 
Saturday, February 25, 2006 

Please join us for 
a night of f ine din-
ing and cocktails in 
the magnificent Grand 
Ballroom at the Inter-
Continental Hotel. The 
event will kick-off at 
7:00pm with cocktails. 
Dinner will follow at 
8:00pm and we will 
round off the evening 
with music and danc-
ing. Entertainment will 
be provided by the fab-
ulous Orchestra 33 (a 
big hit last year!)

For preferential room 
rates, please contact the 
InterContinental directly 
and reference the Ire-
land Network event. 

Tickets are $125 per 
person which includes 

dinner and a full open bar. This event is open to non-network members so 
feel free to invite whomever you wish. Tickets will be sold on a first-come, 
first-serve basis so reserve your table/tickets today with an R.S.V.P. to Rose.
Whitehorne@ida.ie 

 Checks should be made payable to Ireland Network Chicago and sent 
to the following location: Ireland Network 

C/O Paul Cronin 
LaSalle Bank N.A. 
135 South LaSalle St., Suite 1160 
Chicago,, IL 60603 
Please include the mailing address where you wish to receive the tickets on 

all correspondence to ensure your tickets are mailed to the correct address.

GAA representations are success-
ful. The London County Board 
are leading the campaign for the 
GAA to be included in the high 
profile ceremony which will be 
beamed live to virtually every 
country in the world.

London Board chairman Larry 
O’Leary said that all aspects of 
life in the host city were nor-
mally represented at the opening 
ceremony, so the GAA were very 
hopeful of inclusion.

“We’ve got to make sure that 
our games and our culture are 
represented at the opening cer-
emony to show that we are part 
of the community here in London. 
There’s more good news for the 
London Board who are poised to 
earn over stg x6 million from the 
sale of the New Etham ground. 
Planning permission for a major 
project is expected to be granted 
shortly, after which the sale will 
go ahead, leaving the London 
County Board in a very healthy 
position.

But there is a lot of concern 
within the GAA at the cost of 
running inter county teams which 
the GPA prefer to ignore in 
their claim for more financial 
expenses. A total of 16.7 million 
was spent by County Boards on 
team costs in 2005- up 7.8 mil-
lion on 2001- which equates to an 
increase of 88 per cent. The total 
amount spent was actually higher 
as unspecif ied amounts were 
also poured into various holiday 
funds by Supporters Clubs.  It’s 
understood that Tyrone’s recent 
holiday in Jamaica cost almost 
stg 500,000 (750,000 euro) as 
the deal included generous spend-
ing money as well as flights and 
luxury accommodation. Reacting 
to the staggering increase in team 
costs, former GAA president 
Peter Quinn said that the rate of 
increase was unsustainable.” It’s 
pure madness. You must bear in 
mind that counties also have big 
expenditure on capital program 
and other initiatives, so it is not 
simply a question of running 
county teams. 

Cork topped the expenditure 
list, spending almost 1.2 million 
euro on county teams from a 
gross take of 2.5 million in 2005 
but they still managed to show a 
modest surplus of 38,144 euro. 
Cork’s total income arises from 
club gate receipts, commer-
cial income/ sponsorships, plus 
grants from Croke Park and the 
Munster Council. 50 per cent of 
their total income was spent on 
team expenses in all grades in 
both codes.



For more details, log onto www.setanta.com

GAA & 6 NATIONS

For the latest Setanta Sports schedule and subscription information, call 1-877-SS-CHANL.
UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE • COCA-COLA CHAMPIONSHIP • BUNDESLIGA • SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE • CARLING CUP • MUTV and CHELSEA TV

SIX NATIONS • TRI-NATIONS • HEINEKEN CUP • GUINNESS PREMIERSHIP • POWERGEN CUP • CELTIC LEAGUE • GAELIC FOOTBALL • HURLING

EXCLUSIVE ON

PREMIUM

BROADBAND PREMIUM

BROADBANDPREMIUM

BROADBANDCOMMERCIAL 
PPV EVENTS ON NEW

GAELIC FOOTBALL AND HURLING AVAILABLE AT HOME
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aerlingus.com          Fighting for cheaper skies.

THE NATIONAL AIRLINE OF 

LATE
NIGHTS, NEW
FRIENDS,
AND LOW FARES.

Aerlingus.com is standing by day and night to help you plan your perfect Irish holiday. Find our
lowest fares. Book a fabulous hotel. And even get special rates on car rentals. No matter what you’re
flying for, aerlingus.com can get you there for less.

AERLINGUS.COM: YOUR GATEWAY TO LOW FARES
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