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Roaming 
in the Gloaming

By Estelle Shanley

There are times when there 
is so much to tell, to explain, 
to write and reveal, prompting 
envy in the very hearts and 
souls of you, dear reader. I just 
returned from a visit to Ireland 
which is good enough in itself, except this 
was no ordinary visit. So hold onto your 
chair, walker, or skateboard and cruise 
along as I share my experience at the un-
forgettable magical posh Ashford Castle in 

County Mayo coupled with the added bliss 
of listening to three cultured Irish men 
lecture on the history of the Emerald Isle. 
Maybe you have little interest discovering 
what your Irish grandparents did, if any-
thing, during the war of Independence? 
Maybe you don’t want to know about IRA 
executions in County Meath in 1913, or 500 
killed in County Cork. Maybe you just want 
to hear about the splendor of this historic 
castle that draws the rich and famous into 
its sumptuous deluxe space, take a walk in 
the gardens, a boat on the lake or a his-
toric lecture in the Castle’s thirty-two seat 
cinema facility. Really when was the last 
time you stayed in a hotel where bedroom 
walls were upholstered in pure silk, the 
food at every meal netting a 5-Star, the 
ambience provided a sense of giddiness 
and as Niall Rochford, the Castle’s Gener-
al Manager commented, “the restoration 
work had given Ashford probably the best 
hotel bedrooms in the country.” I’ll vouch 
for that! However, to reflect on the holiday 
investment, room rates have increased 

by 20 or 30 percent. Several 
months ago invites from Ash-
ford were sent to past visitors 
announcing a three day Irish 
History Lecture, combining it 
with a special priced two day 

stay. A dear friend sent a two word text 
asking “any interest,” and off we were, an 
experience well worth the re-mortgaging 
of both our homes! Within walking distance 
from the castle grounds lies the village of 
Cong, where film director John Ford came 

to County Mayo to shoot the film The Quiet 
Man, staring Maureen O’Hara and John 
Wayne. The village features book stores, 
a host of beguiling shops, restaurants and 
pubs, as well as the usual historic graveyard 
and a church.

Back at Ashford Castle Irish journalist 
David McCullagh delivered a significant 
history lesson on the long reign of Irish 
President Eamen De Valera co-mingling 
with his relationship with Michael Collins 
emphasizing the latter’s impatience with 

De Valera’s reflective wrestling with ev-
ery aspect of a political issue and could 
be standoffish. Dr. McCullagh noted that 
DeValera and Michael Collins lacked father 
figures. He also noted that DeValera led 
a tortured life: his apparently left, his 
mother met and married a man from Cuba. 
McCullagh also claimed that twenty-three 
United States Presidents can claim Irish 
ancestry. 

Another segment of the Irish trip was a 
visit to Carlingford, a small village on the 

Irish Sea in County Louth. Across the water 
lie the famed Mountains of Mourne which 
do “sweep down to the sea” as the song 
warns. As we walked along the pier the 
wind howled, clouds darkened, not a soul 
was out prompting our swift walk back to 
the hotel. Carlingford boasts the distinc-
tion of winning Ireland’s Tidy Town Contest 
most years. Once there, sitting in a pub we 
asked the bartender if more tourists drift 
into the village in the summer. “They do,” 
says he, “they come by the dozens.”

A caretaker for the Quiet 
Man’s little house on the 
grounds of Ashford Castle

http://www.aishlingcare.com
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ICS OFFERS 
SUPPORT FOR J-1 STUDENTS

ICS has created an online J1 Guidebook offering tips on employ-
ment, housing and staying safe. 

Please share this resource with anyone reaching out for J1 info 
and as always, feel free to have them reach out to ICS directly at 
info@irishchicago.org

SAVORIES • DESSERTS • DRINKS

RESTAURANT
BAR

MUSIC

Fast Eddie 2nd Saturdays
Finbar Fagan 3rd Thurs
    Events Every Week!
Hours: Monday 1-7pm
Tues-Thursday   12-11pm
Friday        11am-12pm
Saturday       8am-12pm
Sunday             9am-9pm

112 S Prospect Ave  112 S Prospect Ave    Park Ridge   ILPark Ridge   IL  6006860068
847-518-5555847-518-5555

Kid options  ■Panninis  ■Salads  ■Flatbreads 
■Wraps        ■Desserts        ■Take & Bake items
Indoor and Outdoor (weather permitting!)

Warm Pretzel Dippers ■Charcuterie & Cheese Plate
Hummus Veggie-Pita Platter ■Full Irish Breakfast!

sweetandtartshoppe@gmail.com
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● Found	“Qualified”	for	the	Circuit	Court	Position	by	the	Illinois State Bar Association
● Found	“Highly Qualified”	by	Chicago Bar Association
● Served	as	Berwyn	Township	Committeeman
● Served	with	distinction	as	a	Judge	for	six	years
● Current	Justice	Phi	Alpha	Delta	Law	Society
● Served	as	President	of	the	West Suburban Bar Association
● Served	as	President of Lyons Township Democratic Organization
● Served	as	elected	President	of	the	45,000	member	Illinois State Bar Association
● Served	as	Lyons Township Supervisor, Trustee and Township Trustee of Schools,	and	Trustee of the Village of Western Springs.

Paid for by Committee To Elect Russ Hartigan Judge. A copy of our report filed with the State Board of Elections is (or will be) available on the board’s official website or for purchase from the State Board of Elections, Springfield, Illinois.

Contributor to the library & Longstanding 
member of the Irish American Heritage Center 
Taught and Coached at St Bartholomew School
and at Marist High School 
Inducted into the St Ignatius Sports Hall Of Fame
All four Grandparents from Ireland!

Look for me on the County Wide Ballot Democrat - June 28-2022Look for me on the County Wide Ballot Democrat - June 28-2022
Law Instructor at Illinois Kent Law School and DePaulLaw Instructor at Illinois Kent Law School and DePaul

Member  Illinois Appellate Lawyers Association
First on Ballot for Appellate Court 

http://www.athletexpt.com
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 444 N. Northwest Highway  
Suite 153

 Park Ridge, Illinois 60068 
312-782-7482

 DWYER & COOGAN, P.C. 

www.dwyercoogan.com

312-543-4642
cgallagher@dwyercoogan.com

“From  Ireland  to  Chicagoland”

Hailing from a working background 
Caroleann zealously represents 
all types of injured workers in the 
Workers Compensation Arena and is 
committed to protecting and vindicating 
the rights of people who are injured by 
the negligence of others.”

Caroleann Gallagher

Specializing in:

■ AUTO ACCIDENTS 

■ TRUCK CRASHES 

■ CONSTRUCTION SITE ACCIDENTS

■ PREMISES LIABILITY 

■ MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

■ NURSING HOME ABUSE/NEGLECT

■ WORKERS COMPENSATION

   ALL CONSULTATIONS
               ARE FREE!

Chicagoan, Orla Godley Crowned World 
Champion of Irish Dance for the Third Time!

Chicagoan Orla Godley, at 
21-years-old, was crowned World 
Champion of Irish dancing for 
the third time in her life at this 
year’s 50th World Irish Dancing 
Championships! 

The dancing championships 
concluded in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland, following a two-year 
hiatus due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic. Godley competed in 
the Ladies 21 to 23-years-old 
category, where she competed 
against and beat more than 120 
dancers from around the globe 
for the first-place world title. 
She previously won the World 
Championship title in 2014 and 
again in 2018.

To compete at the world’s most 
prestigious Irish dancing compe-
tition, dancers must first qualify 
by a achieving a high placement 
at their regional Oireachtas or National 
Championships. Godley qualified for the 
global competition by winning both the 
regional and national title.

“Dancing competitively used to terrify 

me. The thought of merely getting on 
stage in front of a host of judges and 
an audience would bring me to tears so 
winning a world championship title never 
seemed like a reality when I was a kid 

Member 

FDIC NMLS #462926
All home financing subject to credit approval.

1-888-254-9500

The neighborhood home lender you can trust. 
•  Buying a home?    •  Refinancing your home?

•  Want to know your home equity options? 

Start here!  Schedule a free home financing review:
emarquettebank.com/WelcomeHome 

Easy digital application. Helpful Mortgage Specialists. Great rates.

Home Financing  
that feels good.

mailto:cgallagher%40dwyercoogan.com?subject=
http://www.emarquettebank.com/welcomehome
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Mary Pat Flanagan
Sr. VP North American Sales

JEM Tours 
Ireland, Britain and Beyond 

is dedicated to customized group travel, 
offering a very comprehensive and highly 
collaborative touring experience for all needs. 

JEM Tours caters to everything from
private car tours to exclusive large groups.

The JEM Tours team has over 80 years 
combined touring experience and have 
worked closely together for 25+ years!
Through the extensive contacts and 

travel partners built up over the years 

JEM Tours 
can take you there!

Mobile 312-914-0982
Landline 608-862-3453

mp.jemtours@gmail.com

Offices in Wisconsin, Dublin, Ireland
www.jemtours.com

START SOMEWHERE!
Most of us can’t afford to 

advertise on TV, but we can afford 
to advertise somewhere!

Small Ads Get Results too. 
Your business is not a race,

it’s a marathon
CONSISTENT ADVERTISING, 

even if it’s small 
works for most companies. 

So whether it’s with us or not, 
Advertise somewhere 

and give it a chance to work!

cliff@irishamericannews.com
312-498-1337

– let alone doing it three times,” Godley 
said. “Through the years, I’ve grown to 
love every part of competitions, both 
the small local ones and the ones where 
you’re on the world’s stage.”

Since she was a toddler, Godley began 
Irish dancing. Her Irish roots stem from her 
father who is originally from County Kerry 
and her grandfather from County Limerick.

She continues to train at Mullane God-
ley Irish Dance Academy in Edison Park, 
where she’s taught by her brother, John, 
who also achieved his own World Cham-
pion title more than a decade ago. The 
school was founded by her mother, uncles, 
and aunt more than 35 years ago. The 
dancing school prides itself on a unique 
philosophy that all dancers – regardless of 
level or experience – are given the same 
amount of time, attention and care as a 
world-champion dancer would receive. 

In the wake of her third world title, 
Godley, a Loyola University-Chicago ju-
nior, says she’s going to return to focusing 
on schoolwork. Whether she attempts a 
fourth championship title remains to be 
seen but she has remained steadfast in 
her commitment to train up-and-coming 
young dancers who are interested in the 
sport. 

“I want to continue to serve as a role 

model for the thousands of women across 
the globe who are interested in Irish 
dance, be it competitively or just recre-
ationally,” said Godley. “The best part of 
Irish dancing isn’t world championships; 
it’s celebrating our rich culture and 
heritage and sharing it with millions of 
people across the world. That’s what this 
is about. That’s what I’ll continue to do.”

For information on Irish Dance classes, 
contact mullanegodleyirishdancers@
gmail.com or (312) 286-7704.

mailto:mp.jemtours%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.fnbb.com
mailto:cliff%40irishamericannews.com?subject=
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● RESIDENTIAL 
 ● COMMERCIAL

 ● Industrial   
 ● Low Voltage Solutions 
 ● Gato Automation
 ● Cctv 
 ● Intercom Systems

Celticon 
Electrical Services

773-540-9535
People creating progress!

From Ireland to Evanston, the North Shore, and
Chicago’s North Side.

Billy O’Callaghan’s Novel: Life Sentences
At just sixteen, Nancy Martin leaves the 

small island of Cape Clear for the mainland, 
the only member of her family to survive 
the effects of the Great Famine. Finding 
work in a grand house on the edge of Cork 
City, she is irrepressibly 
drawn to the charismatic 
gardener Michael Egan, 
sparking a love affair and 
a devastating chain of 
events that continues to 
unfold over three gener-
ations.

Spanning more than 
a century, Billy O’Cal-
laghan’s weaves together 
the journey of an Irish 
family determined against 
all odds to be free. In 
1920, Nancy’s son Jer has 
lived through battles of 
his own as a soldier in the Great War. Now 
drunk in a jail cell, he struggles to piece 
together where he has come from, and who 
he wants to be. And in the early 1980s, Jer’s 
youngest child Nellie is nearing the end of 
her life in a council house just steps away 
from her childhood home; remembering 

the night when she and her family stole 
back something that was rightfully theirs, 
she imagines what lies ahead for those who 
will survive her.

This moving portrait of life in Ireland 
is set in the village 
where O’Callaghan’s 
family has lived for 
generations, and is 
partly based on sto-
ries told by his parents 
and grandparents. His 
writing is imbued with 
lived experience and 
hard-earned truths, 
creating a novel so rich 
in life and empathy it 
is impossible to let go 
of his characters. An 
ambitious and lyrical 
family saga, this novel 

confirms Billy O’Callaghan as one of the 
finest living Irish writers.

O’Callaghan writes with a bright, enliv-
ening emotional palette and a penetrating 
eye for the details of family history. A 
deeply felt and distinctive work by a real 
craftsman.”—Kirkus (starred review)

“A superb and moving 
novel…. O’Callaghan is one 
of our finest writers, in the 
tradition of John McGahern 
and Brian Friel, and this is 
his best work yet.” 

~ John Banville

Enough to Make 
the Angels Weep

Based on a true story, an unsolved murder 
and a 150-year-old diary of an Irish soldier 
are inextricably linked to the past Hired to 
investigate the murder of an 84-year-old 
widow, P.I. Joe Coopersmith hits one dead 
end after another in his search for leads. 
With few clues and no suspects, he nearly 
gives up, until he uncovers a connection 
to a bizarre plot to kill the descendants of 
Irish soldiers who fought for Mexico during 
the Mexican-American War. Known as San 
Patricios, they belonged to the St. Patrick’s 
Battalion, an elite Mexican unit composed 
mostly of Irish immigrants. Amazon

When a well-preserved diary of an Irish 
soldier turns up, Coopersmith knows he’s 
on the right track. He digs deeper into the 
plot, soon learning the identity of the man 
behind it and his warped motive for the 
cold-blooded murder of the elderly widow.

Holding Her Breath
Eimear Ryan’s debut novel HOLDING 

HER BREATH has been shortlisted for the 
Irish Book Awards Newcomer of the Year 
Award, being called “Whip smart” Sunday 
Telegraph, “Entirely fresh” Irish Times, 
and “A refreshing, accomplished debut” 
(Irish Independent). 

Holding Her Breath is subtle, observant, 
and moving. It’s about swimming, ambi-
tion, complicated love stories, and family 
secrets—and a young woman coming fully 
into her powers.

Suddenly free to create a fresh identity 
for herself, Beth strikes up a friendship 
with her English major roommate and soon 
finds herself among a literary crowd—who 
happen to adore the poetry of Beth’s 
grandfather, Benjamin Crowe, who died 
tragically before she was born. 

Beth’s mother and grandmother rarely 
talk about what happened to Ben, and 
Beth is unsettled to find that her class-
mates may know more about her own 
family history than she does.

As the year progresses, Beth embarks on 
a secret relationship with an older post-
doctoral researcher—and on a quest to 
discover the truth about her family’s past.

Available at Amazon

The Yank -A True Story 
of an American Marine 
in the Irish Republican Army

1975: A young Irish-American man joins 
an elite US Marine unit to get the most 
intensive military training possible — then 
joins the IRA, during the days of some of 
the bloodiest fighting ever in the Irish-Brit-
ish conflict . . 

The Irish “Troubles” were at a murderous 
fever pitch when John Crawley volunteered 
for the IRA. Bloody Friday, Bloody Sunday, 
the bombing of the British Houses of Par-
liament, and other deadly incidents had re-
cently unfolded or were about to … Civilian 
casualties were common as British soldiers, 
Republican militants (who wanted the UK 
out of Northern Ireland) and Unionist police 
and militants (who wanted to remain in 
the UK), engaged in gun battles and car 
bombing throughout Northern Ireland. The 
death toll numbered over 1,000.

The IRA split over how to react, and the 
new Provisional IRA — the Provos, mostly 
impassioned young men who were not 
hesitant to resort to violence.

John details the grueling challenges of 
his Marine Corps training, then how he put 
his hard-earned munitions and demolitions 
skills to use in service of the Provos. It will 
see him running guns with notorious Amer-
ican mobster — and secret IRA fundraiser 
— Whitey Bulger; running, under cover of 
night, from safe house to safe house, one 
step ahead of British troops; being cap-

tured, imprisoned, and being part of a mass 
escape attempt; fending off a recruitment 
offer from the CIA; and being one of the 
masterminds behind a campaign to take 
out London’s electrical system.

Born ine New York to Irish immigrant 
parents, he moved to Ireland  to attend 
school. Inspired there by the struggle 
against British rule in the North of Ireland, 
he returned to America to receive military 
training in an elite, special forces “Recon” 
unit of the US Marine Corps. Afterwards, 

			   BOOK IT!		  BOOK IT! 		  BOOK IT!		  BOOK IT! 		  BOOK IT!	

http://www.cahillinc.com
http://www.shamrocktuckpointing.com
https://www.amazon.com/Holding-Her-Breath-Eimear-Ryan-ebook/dp/B08L49NNH2
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Sea of Tranquility
“A simulated life is still a life”

(Gaspery, a character in  the book)
  By Emily St. John Mandel
  Knopf: 272 pages, $25

Review by Michael Corrigan
Emily St. John Mandel is a Canadian 

writer with a marvelous talent for taking 
old stories, i.e., pandemics, Ponzi schemes, 
or time travel, and making them fresh. 
Sea of Tranquility, Mandel’s new novel, 
demonstrates this. Mandel is often labeled 
as an author of speculative fiction, science 
fiction, and auto-fiction. She can combine 
many plots and have multiple characters, 
some of them appearing from novel to nov-
el, and yet she ties the threads together. 

 A single surreal incident is the core event 
of Sea of Tranquility.

In 1912, an 18-year-old Englishman 
named Edwin St. John St. Andrew, disil-
lusioned with the British Empire, meets a 
mysterious stranger and then walks into a 
Canadian forest. Underneath a giant maple 
tree, he suddenly feels he is in some vast 
interior, like a train station or a cathedral. 
There are notes of violin music. Edwin is 
terrified by a combination of unearthly 
sounds. Is he going mad? In 1994, a young 
woman named Vincent is filming the same 
tree and sky and hears violin music and 
unexplained sounds. The same stranger is 
lurking in the forest.

Is time, itself, unraveling with one event 
bleeding into other time periods? Are there 
parallel worlds in everyone’s personal story?

At a party, years later, Vincent meets a 
visitor who reveals her spouse is running a 
Ponzi scheme and that she and her friends 
will be ruined in a few months. In another 
scene, a writer named Olive Llewellyn—
not unlike Mandel—is warned by the same 
mysterious visitor to cancel her book tour 
because something deadly (a pandemic) 
will soon happen. 

The mystery man is a time traveler detec-
tive named Gaspery-Jacques Roberts living 
on the moon in the 25th century in a colony 
called the Night City. He works for a sinister 
organization called the Time Institute. Gas-
pery’s assignment is to travel back into the 

past and discover why separate incidents 
from different centuries are rupturing and 
overlapping into each other.

Here is where Mandel gets complex with 
stories within stories.

Mandel’s fictional character, novelist 
Olive Llewellyn, has an individual named 
Gaspery in her bestseller Marienbad, which 
was released in the 23rd century. Marien-
bad is a dystopian novel she wrote on the 
brink of an actual pandemic. Ironically, this 
parallels Mandel herself whose huge hit, 
Stations Eleven—about a pandemic—was 

published before the COVID-19 pandemic 
occurred. When it did, Mandel resented 
being called a prophet.

Eventually, Gaspery travels back in time 
to visit Edwin, now a disabled veteran from 
World War I, and explains to him what his 
1912 encounter means. Edwin recognizes 
Gaspery as the weird stranger from his past. 
If Edwin is suffering from the war, at least 
the forest vision was not a hallucination 
caused by mental illness. This action marks 
Gaspery as an outlaw and eventual fugitive 
because he has violated a Time Institute 
rule of never revealing his purpose.

Critics have high praise for Sea of Tran-
quility. Maureen Corrigan of NPR had this 
to say: “Sea of Tranquility is a poignant, in-
geniously constructed and deeply absorbing 
novel that surveys big questions about the 
cruel inevitability of time passing, loss, the 
nature of what we consider reality and, in 
the end, what finally matters.”

Here is Laird Hunt: “Following a superb 
stylist like Mandel is like watching an expert 
lacemaker at work: You see the strands 
and later the beautiful results, but your 
eyes simply cannot follow what comes in 
between. As in her best work, including 
Station Eleven, she is less concerned with 
endings than with continuity.”

Sea of Tranquility ends with an extraor-
dinary reveal.  Amazon.com

Sligo’s Up-and-Coming Trad Harpist 
BRÍDÍN to Make Milwaukee Irish Fest Debut

By Mike Danahey
Up-and-coming trad harpist BRÍDÍN will 

be making her Milwaukee Irish Fest debut 
this coming August.

The appearance just might give the 
County Sligo native a chance to catch 
up with friends she made down the road 
in Chicago.

“I was over on my J1 Visa in Chicago 
twice and loved every minute of it,” 
BRÍDÍN said. “I worked in Stanley’s 
Kitchen and Tap as a waitress and have 
made lifelong friends through that (now-
closed) place. I brought my flute and 
dancing shoes over with me and played 
tunes regularly at The Galway Arms with 
great friends.”

These days, BRÍDÍN balances two ca-
reers, working in the family business as 
a funeral director/embalmer and writing 
and recording her original contemporary 
folk music. 

“My dad, David McGowan, who actu-
ally lived, worked and 
studied in Chicago, came 
back to Sligo with the 
knowledge and skills 
that he learned there. 
One was building a mod-
ernized, purpose-built 
funeral home and prepa-
ration area.” 

BRÍDÍN said if she’s 
having a tough time 
dealing with a tragic 
case, she can use her 
music as an emotional 
outlet. 

“I love getting into the 
studio and just writing and playing my 
music. It helps me a lot,” BRÍDÍN said. 
“I’m also hugely inspired by the nature 
that surrounds me in County Sligo.”

Also serving as inspiration has been a 
supportive family, where music has been 
part of the home for generation upon 
generation.

“My mother encouraged my sister and 
I to teach ourselves whatever we want-
ed. With some guidance from her, we 
learned tunes we picked up at sessions 
by ear. We would always play at a session 
once a week in my dad’s family pub, 
McGowan’s, in Easkey Co. Sligo, run by 
my aunt Roseann.”

Family also played a role when BRÍDÍN’s 
debut EP, Ocean of Stars, was released 
in 2021. To draw attention to the work, 
BRÍDÍN made a promotional video in an 
unusual setting - an out of commission 

commercial Boeing 767 her father hauled 
up by barge from Shannon Airport to 
Enniscrone, Co. Sligo. 

“It was so cool to launch my EP in the 
plane’s cockpit, because it was also the 
first official event to take place in the 
plane. It brought so much encourage-
ment and confidence that this will be a 
fantastic glamping site, music venue and 
more,” BRÍDÍN said.

Past the repurposed plane, BRÍDÍN 
said she’s been playing gigs, trying out 
new material. She plans to release a 
single, Empty Room, on May 26, then 
slow-release a yet-to-be-titled album 
over summer, with the full work out in 
September.

“I’m so excited to play for an audience 
again. There’s a real sense of magic to 
it,” BRÍDÍN said.

She noted that Ireland was very strict 
with quarantine and other protocols 
during the pandemic and even had a ban 

for a time on live music after pubs and 
restaurants were back open.

“This was heartbreaking and has 
caused a lot of mental health issues from 
lack of playing, hearing or experiencing 
music. Music heals when you don’t even 
realize it,” BRÍDÍN said.

Of her coming to Milwaukee Irish Fest, 
BRÍDÍN said she was one of the perform-
ers selected to go by Templebar Tradfest.

 “America will always be this big shiny 
place you always want to play in, so I’m 
really looking forward to performing to 
new ears and sharing my music, both old 
and new,” she said.

In Milwaukee, BRÍDÍN will perform by 
herself, with harp vocals and loop and 
effect pedals. 

“My loop pedal allows me to create a 
full band sound, even with just little old 
me,” she said.

	 BOOK IT!		  BOOK IT! 	 BOOK IT!
he returned to Ireland to volunteer for the 
IRA and conducted many missions, includ-
ing gun-running from the US, working with 
Whitey Bulger. Crawley was captured and 
imprisoned twice, in Ireland and in England, 
while on major missions, done in both times 
by informers. He is retired, married, and 
lives in Co. Monaghan, Ireland. He remains 
committed to the ending of British rule in 
Ireland and the establishment of a united 
Irish Republic.Available at Melville House

https://www.amazon.com/Sea-Tranquility-Emily-John-Mandel/dp/0593321448
https://www.mhpbooks.com/books/the-yank/
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 Mel Dermody

Hearing Instrument Specialist
  Now Taking 
          Appointments at 
  Gaelic Park
      and the

Irish American Heritage Center
mel@hearingworldonline.com
www.hearingworldonline.com

3 Offices to Serve You!
Hearing World - CHICAGO

1136 S Delano Court Ste B201 Chicago IL 60605
Free Underground Parking!

312-528-3233
Hearing World - PARK RIDGE

350 S Northwest Highway Ste 300 Park Ridge IL 60068
847-999-5111

Hearing World - INDIANA
1112 Indianapolis Blvd Ste 103

Schereville IN 46375
219-351-0073

Thoughts For 
Finding A New Job

If you’re looking for a job you’re prob-
ably aware of the confusing employment 
situation. A lot of companies closed their 
doors. Other companies laid off many of 
their employees. Covid drove numerous 
companies into bankruptcy. Many people 
decided to rely on the “free money” that 
the federal government provided them. But 
clearly a lot of people are now returning to 
work of their own free will according to the 
federal authorities. Here are some thoughts 
to help you to succeed in your search. 

Finding the motivation to launch a job 
search after being terminated can be ex-
tremely difficult. Numerous people will find 
any excuse to avoid the steps they need to 
take, probably because they don’t really 
know what to do to find a new job. Maybe 
they think a job will simply appear if they 
wait long enough. Stop kidding yourself. 

Your old job is gone. lt’s 
not likely to come back, 
even if your company 
made a mistake in letting 
you go. 

Don’t feel sorry for 
yourself for too long. It’s all right to be 
upset, frustrated, annoyed or disappointed 
for the first 24 or 48 hours. After that, such 
feelings will hinder your job search. If you 
were terminated weeks or months ago, 
put that behind you. You need to display 
a positive attitude in your discussions with 
potential employers. No one wants to hire 
an angry person, however unfair his or her 
termination might have been. There is no 
shame attached to your termination. Re-
member the loss of your job doesn’t mean 
the loss of your dignity, no matter how 
poorly you might have been treated by your 
old employer. I have counseled thousands 
job seekers over the years. Typically the 
upbeat person finds a new job sooner than 
the person who displays his anger about 
being fired or laid off. 

Resist the temptation to become house 
bound. Unemployment isn’t the time to be 
running family errands or spending hours 
shopping for some new tool. Your time 
should be spent focused on your search. 
Don’t allow yourself to get sidetracked 
doing incidental tasks. I once asked a job 
seeker why he could not meet with me 
earlier in the day; he told me that he had 
decided to drive his child to school. 

Set a daily schedule and stick to it. Ide-
ally you should prepare your schedule the 

evening before. Now that 
you’re not catching the 
7:37 a.m. train or fighting 
expressway traffic, it may 
be tempting to stay in bed 

and sleep a few extra hours. Don’t do it. 
Destructive habits are easily acquired but 
very difficult to break. When the opportu-
nity clock goes off, get up and get moving. 

The process of finding a job is a contact 
sport. The more people you contact the 
sooner you will find a new job. It can be 
uncomfortable explaining to people that 
you are out of work, but unless you meet 
with networking contacts and potential 
employers on a regular basis, your search 
will drag on endlessly. Adopt the attitude 
that everyone will help you if you present 
yourself effectively; 50-60% of people 
will be of some assistance, assume that 
everyone is going to help. (By the way, if 
someone blows you off, assume there is 
some good reason).

Richard Bolles, the author of the giant 
best seller “What Color is Your Parachute” 
said long ago that about two thirds of all 
job hunters spend less than five hours a 
week, or an hour a day, actively looking 
for new positions. Many people that I have 
worked with over the years have disputed 
that figure. However, after some research 
many people will now accept that figure. 
Five hours a week is clearly not enough. 

Seek out job support organizations; there 
are tons of them in Chicagoland. Their 
membership can be invaluable in making 
you aware of opportunities that they have 
learned about in their own searching. 
They may be willing to advise you of their 
contacts. 

Of course, you need to review 
your financial situation, sooner 
rather than later. Accept un-
employment compensation—it’s 
yours, you earned it. Apply for it 
as soon as you can. Do you have 

access to IRA funds that you can tap into 
or other savings? Can you reduce some of 
your regular monthly expenses? 

Review your wardrobe critically. First 
impressions are important and a worn cuff 
or scuffed shoes may send the wrong mes-
sage. It’s amazing how many job seekers 
wear expensive clothes but fail to shine 
their shoes. 

Choose a reasonable date based on an 
evaluation of your marketable skills and 
your perception of the job market, then 
direct your efforts on reaching that goal. 
Having a target date tends to give your 
search a sense of direction. 

Outline the elements of your ideal job. 
Be specific and visualize yourself in the 
new job. If you don’t know what you’re 
looking for how will you know when you 
find it? You should also know the answer 
to the question—why should they want to 
hire you? What do you have to offer-can you 
tell them about three or four of your past 
achievements?

Ignore the crepe hangers. Decide to 
ignore gloomy news. Stay positive. Decide 
to limit programing that is focused on the 
negative. Listen instead to upbeat motiva-
tional topics.

It’s inevitable. You will find a challenging, 
responsible new job. The question is how 
long will your search take? Demonstrating a 
positive attitude and making yourself acces-
sible to employers and networking contacts 
will shorten the time between paychecks.

Finally, Dr. Thomas Murray, who ran the 
Career Transitions Center in Chicago for 
several years used to say,” Everyone can 
find a job if they do their homework and 
persist.” I agree. Carpe Diem.

OTHER THOUGHTS: 
The Best Leaders Are The Ones Who 

Have The Sense To Surround Them-
selves With Outstanding People And The 
Self-Restraint Not To Meddle In How They 
Do Their Job. UNKNOWN. 

Excellence Is The Result Of Caring 
More Than Others Think Is Wise; Risk-
ing More Than Others Think Is Safe; 
Dreaming More Than What Others Think 
Is Practical And Expecting More Than 
Others Think Is Possible. UNKNOWN . 
James F. Fitzgerald, Formerly the 
president of James F. Fitzgerald & 
Associates who has a long history in 
the field of employment. He retired 
from his business in December, 2020.

O L D
O R L A N D
I N S U R A N C E
A G E N C Y,  I N C .

Since 1946

HOME • LIFE • AUTO • HEALTH • BUSINESS

ALL TYPES OF CONTRACTORS

14308 Union Orland Park, IL 60462
7 0 8 - 3 4 9 - 2 0 0 0

“We sell Peace Of Mind.”

Looking for experienced 

 
Traycee has decades of experience & 
has excellent jobs. Driving is a plus! 

We would like to welcome you
to the Traycee agency!

Contact Lori at 847-432-6111
email: LORI@TRAYCEE.COM 

www.TRAYCEEHOMECARE.COM
Barbara Traycee Vice-President, Co-Founder

448 Sheridan Rd. Highwood, IL  60040
Serving the North Shore 

and Chicagoland
for almost 50 years!

NANNIES
HOUSEKEEPERS

CAREGIVERS

mailto:mel%40hearingworldonline.com?subject=
http://www.oldorlandinsurance.com
mailto:lori%40traycee.com?subject=
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A family saga of love and loss, war and turmoil.
A world at war and the ancient land of Ireland makes 

a thrust for independence from the fading British 
Empire.

Bridie struggles to find her place and break the 
boundaries of her class and gender.

Danny is also searching and together they attempt 
to forge their own path.

Can Ellen put aside the shock of witnessing her 
brothers take the life of a neighbour, in order to help 
Sarah who has been violated.

The unity of the farm and the three brothers, 
Liam, Seamus and Ciaran is further fractured when 
the ebony cross, a symbol of freedom and conflict, 
is removed.

This is the story of the McShane family, and the 
bitterness that developed as Ireland struggled for 
nationhood.

Kindle 4.95 Paperback 14.99
Available at Amazon.com!

The Ebony Cross
by Anne Cassidy Waters

Malcolm O’Hagan’s American Writers Museum Celebrates 
5 Years With Inaugural American Writers Festival May 15

The American Writers Muse-
um, founded by Malcolm O’Ha-
gan, will host its inaugural Amer-
ican Writers Festival on May 15, 
2022 in Chicago, coinciding with 
its fifth anniversary. The free 
public event will be held at 
Four Stages inside the Chicago 
Cultural Center and One Stage 
at the American Writers Muse-
um, and feature more than 75 
beloved contemporary authors, 
artists and playwrights. Partici-
pating writers will address their 
perspectives on many of today’s 
most timely and controversial 
topics including immigration, 
justice, racism and equality by 
way of themes throughout their 
literature.

The American Writers Festival 
schedule consists of discussion 
panels and author signings with 
leading contemporary writers 
across various genres, includ-
ing children’s and young adult 
fiction, science fiction, history, 
biographies, poetry, and satire, 
who will share insights into their 
craft. 

The mission of the American 
Writers Museum is to engage the 
public in celebrating American 
writers and exploring their influ-
ence on our history, our identity, 

our culture, and our daily lives.
The American Writers Muse-

um is the first museum of its 
kind in the United States. The 

mission is to engage the public 
in celebrating American writers 
and exploring their influence 
on our history, our identity, and 
our daily lives. The museum is 
located at 180 N. Michigan Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60601, and offers 
something for every age group 
including permanent exhibits 
and special galleries highlighting 
America’s favorite works and the 
authors behind them. Tickets to 
the museum are $14 for adults, 
$9 for seniors, students, and 
teachers. Free for members 
and children ages 12 and under. 
To inquire about discounted 
rates for groups of 10 or more, 
including adults, student travel 
groups, and University students, 
visit AmericanWritersMuseum.
org/visit/groups/ or call 312-
374-8770. Hours are Thursday 
– Monday 10 AM – 5 PM. Visit 
AmericanWritersMuseum.org 

or call 312-374-8790

SS Irish Parade
Golf Outing Set

The 2022 South Side Irish 
Parade will host their annual 
“Halfway to Parade Day” Golf 
Outing and Dinner Reception. 
at Ridge Country Club 9-19-2022 

Contact John Loehr 
773-712-7254 
jfloehr.chicago@gmail.com

https://www.amazon.com/Ebony-Cross-Century-Donegal-Adversity/dp/1914965418
https://www.amazon.com/Ebony-Cross-Century-Donegal-Adversity/dp/1914965418
http://johnplunkettinteriors.com
https://www.foharaandfriendssalon.com
http://AmericanWritersMuseum.org
mailto:jfloehr.chicago%40gmail.com?subject=
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Gaelic Park 
Book Club Schedule 

Library, 2nd Floor
1:00-3:00pm
September 2022-May 2023
First Sunday of the month (or *) we gather to discuss 

great Irish writers. Please join us! There is no fee. Even 
if you haven’t read the book, all are welcome. Please 
contact me with any questions. Tina Butler-Leonard, 
email: Molanive@yahoo.com 

 Sept 11 Evening Class Maeve Binchy
Oct 2 Complete Irish Mythology Lady Gregory
 Nov 6 The Gathering Anne Enright 
 Dec 4 When All Is Said Anne Griffin
 Jan 8 The Last September Elizabeth Bowen
 Feb 5 Famine Liam O’Flaherty
 Mar 5 Irish-Amer Autobiographies James Rogers
 Apr 2 The Boy in the Striped Pajamas John Boyne
 May 7 The Titanic Sisters Patricia Falvey

There’s A Brightness
	 By Mattie Lennon
As a child I remember small farmers
Being depressed at some times of the year,
With climatic conditions uncertain 
Turning hopes of their harvest to fear.

Whenever they cursed the bad weather
As the elements failed to rescind
My father, with wisdom, would tell them:
“There’s a brightness at the butt of the wind”.
When teenage ambitions got twisted:
My identity crisis would loom.
Rejection and fantasy mingled,
Resulting in pictures of doom.
Then.........the Power of Good to the rescue
To counter each negative trend.
My thoughts would somehow be diverted 
To that brightness at the butt of the wind.
Chorus;
When the weather of life it looks hopeless;
And dark clouds with disaster seem twinned,
Remember that God will send sunshine.
There’s a brightness at the butt of the wind. 
When the storms of anguish are beating
And I’m lashed by the gales of defeat
When the forecast of life holds no promise
It’s still not the time to retreat
A fresh glow appears in my vision
Like a night sky by bright stars sequined.
Then I know then I haven’t forgotten
That brightness at the butt of the wind 
 At last when I’ll see the horizon
And that mist (self-deception) has cleared
I’ll ponder the journey before me
And confront all the things that I’ve feared,
Expecting a turbulent crossing
As the Clergy point out that I’ve sinned
But knowing that Salvation is certain
By the brightness at the butt of the wind
 Chorus.
(c) Mattie Lennon 2005

Marty Fahey, Pauline Conneely, Pat Broaders & Jimmy Keane play a few tunes in honor of Liz Carroll’s 
induction into the Irish American Hall of Fame at the Irish AmericanHeritage Center on 4-30-2022.

http://www.grouptripsandtravel.com


http://ireland.com


Embracing The Great Outdoors In Ireland
One of the joys of a vacation on the 

island of Ireland is the sheer unadulterated 
beauty of the place. For a small island it 
has just about everything: rugged cliffs 
overlooking dramatic seascapes, beautiful 
beaches and secluded coves, majestic 
mountains and lush glens, pristine lakes 
and inland waterways, ancient woodlands 
traversed by myriad paths and trails, all 
of which play host to a seemingly endless 
variety of flora and fauna.

The months of late spring, summer and 
early fall—when temperatures are comfort-
ably warm and what rain there is tends to 
be ‘soft,’—offer the perfect opportunity 
to fill your lungs with the fresh Atlantic 
air and embrace all that the island’s Great 
Outdoors has to offer. There is something 
for everyone in this playground of adven-
ture and discovery.

Coastal tours
Sometimes the best way to take in 

wonderful scenery is from the water. Take 
a tour around Clew Bay in County Mayo, 
once the domain of the Pirate Queen Grace 
O’Malley, and now home home to a colony 
of 400 seals. From the sea, the views of 
Croagh Patrick, home to thousands of an-
nual pilgrimages in honor of our legendary 
patron Saint, are unsurpassed. Or take a 
cruise along the Causeway Coast in County 
Antrim and explore the Giant’s Causeway, 
Bushmills Bay and get a bird’s eye view of 
Dunluce Castle. A Sea Safari awaits you in 
Baltimore, County Cork. Boat tours are 
also to be had around Bantry Bay in Cork, 
Dingle in County Kerry, Dublin Bay, and 
many other places. Bring your binoculars 
and be on the lookout for Atlantic grey 
seals, frolicking dolphins, basking sharks, 
and whales, as well as a host of seabirds 
native to the Irish coastline, including spot 
puffins, guillemots, and corncrakes.

Watersports
Ireland’s coastline offers fantastic op-

portunities for all kinds of watersports—
surfing, paddle boarding, kayaking, and 
windsurfing, to name just a few. Whether 
you’re a hardened veteran or a complete 
beginner you can enjoy just about any of 
these as many places offer lessons tailored 
for all levels of expertise.

The west coast has become something of 
a mecca for surfing. Rossnowlagh in County 
Donegal, Easkey in County Sligo, and Inch in 
County Kerry draw visitors from all over the 
world to pit their skills against the roaring 
Atlantic breakers.

Inland waterways
Ireland’s many lakes, rivers and canals 

are also experiences not to be missed. 
Canal and river cruises offer a thoroughly 
relaxing way to enjoy Ireland’s great out-

doors. Imagine yourself floating down the 
River Shannon, sipping a glass of fine wine 
and devouring with your eyes the riverside 
ferns and reeds humming with birds and 
wildlife. Or heading out into the dark on a 
night kayaking trip on Lough Hyne, County 
Cork, where bioluminescence lights up 
the water. Or exploring the maze of bays, 
narrow channels, and islands around both 
Upper and Lower Lough Erne in County 
Fermanagh.

On dry land
For those more inclined towards the Ter-

ra Firma a great way to explore the most 
beautiful parts of the island is on Shanks’ 
Pony. Walking and hiking are two of the 
most popular pastimes on the island of 
Ireland, and for good reason. There is a vast 
array of trails, paths, and routes, for both 
the novice and the experienced walker. 
You can enjoy edge-of-the-world views and 
blasts of salty sea air on cliff-edge paths 
around Slieve League in County Donegal, 
the Causeway Coast in Northern Ireland, 
and Loop Head in County Clare. You can 
escape into the rich green beauty of undu-
lating valleys such as the Glen of Aherlow 
in County Tipperary. And you can weave 
around the remarkable granite outcrops 
of the Mourne Mountains in County Down.

‘Greenways’ have become immensely 
popular across the whole island. Greenways 
are a network of off-road trails for cyclists 
and walkers that often follow the course of 
disused railway lines.

The first was the stunning Great Western 
Greenway in County Mayo, but since then 
the concept has grown to take in all parts of 
the island, with one of the latest being the 
80 mile-long Royal Canal Greenway from 
Maynooth in County Kildare to Cloondara in 
County Longford. The Waterford Greenway 
crosses eleven bridges and three impres-
sive Victorian viaducts before arriving at 
Dungarvan Bay. It features castle ruins, 
18th century paper mills, historic viaducts, 
and welcoming villages. Other highlights 
include the Boyne Greenway, which begins 
in Dominic’s Park on the south bank of the 
River Boyne in Drogheda, County Louth, 
and ends at the Battle of the Boyne Visitor 
Centre in Oldbridge, County Meath. It’s 
a short one, at only 1.1 miles, but has a 
lovely section along the Boyne Canal. The 
Comber Greenway takes in many aspects 
of Belfast’s unique history. It goes off-road 
close to the old Harland & Wolff shipyard 
(where the Titanic was built) and runs along 
an old railway line. A tranquil green corridor 
through the city eventually reaches open 
countryside, where you can spot Scrabo 
Tower in the distance.

Greenways are a truly elemental way to 
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travel: the countryside comes alive and you can stop to 
take it in at your own pace.

A leisurely drive around the coast, or through the 
countryside, will allow you to see many of Ireland’s 
hidden treasures. The island is full of archeological sites, 
standing stones and tombs for example, many of which 
date back thousands of years. There are also reminders 
of more recent history, castles, battle sites and more.

Golfing
No discussion of the Great Outdoors on the island of 

Ireland would be complete without a nod to the sport of 
golf. There are over 400 courses on the island, including 
a third of the world’s ‘Links’ courses. Whether you’re a 
weekend hacker or single digit handicapper Ireland has 
the perfect course for you.

Links golf offers a very different type of challenge. 
Set by the sea, on the narrow strips of land that ‘link’ 
beaches, the golfer faces the added hazards of towering 
sand dunes and unpredictable sea winds. Perhaps the 
finest example of links golf is Royal Portrush, the scene 
of Shane Lowry’s fabulous victory in the 2019 Open 

These courses truly have benefitted from nature’s gift. 
Drumlin’s, hillocks formed during the Ice Age, are an 
integral part of many courses. A seemingly endless va-
riety of mature trees flank fairways and provide ample 
punishment for those off-center drives. There are water 
features, meandering streams, rivers and lakes. There 
are courses built on old country estates and even some 
in the shadows of medieval castles. The Old Head of 
Kinsale course is more heathland than either parkland 
or links but is a bewitching experience perched atop a 
promontory that stretches out into the Atlantic Ocean.

One thing all Irish courses have in common is the 
legendary welcome to be found at the nineteenth hole!

Whether your desire is to hit a small white ball around 
the Antrim Coast, or cycle around the Lakes of Killarney, 
or explore the 360 million-year-old geology of the Burren 
National Park, or do virtually anything else outside on 
the island of Ireland this year, it’s time to press the 
Green Button and start planning your trip on:

Championship. Other examples include Royal County Down, 
Waterville, Portmarnock, Lahinch, Baltray, Tralee, Doonbeg, 
Ballyliffin, Carne and Portstewart.

Inland there are hundreds of parkland courses that take 
advantage of the beautiful and lush countryside and scenery. 

From the top: Canoeing at Belcoo on the Fermanagh 
Lakes; Golfing at Royal County Down; Car Touring, Lough 
Tay, County Wicklow; Howth Head, County Dublin; Tullan 
Strand, Bundoran, County Donegal.

Late Nite Catechism - Special Anniversary Performance May 29
29 tickets available at the original $8 ticket price

Late Nite Catechism turns 29 in 
the city where it all started. 

A special anniversary perfor-
mance takes place Sunday, May 29, 
2 pm at the Greenhouse Theater, 
2257 N. Lincoln Ave., Chicago. 

Chicago actress Rose Guccione 
will star as “Sister.” Before joining 
the Nuns4Fun family, Guccione 
spent 20 years with the Lyric 
Opera and has sung extensively 
in Chicago, Europe, and South 

Africa. She is a faculty member 
at Dominican University and has a 
singing telegram company called 
OperaGram.com.

29 tickets are available in May 
at the original 1993 price: $8. 
and are good for any performance 
of LNC in May, available at the 
Greenhouse box office, or Thun-
derTix using code LNC29. All other 
tickets are $35.

The  ro le  o f  S i s te r,  the 

wise-cracking character of LNC, 
was created by Vicki Quade and 
Maripat Donovan, both products of 
the Catholic school system.

 Since opening at Live Bait The-
atre, Late Nite Catechism has seen 
3 popes,3 cardinals, 4 presidents, 
3 Chicago mayors, at least a dozen 
Chicago area theaters, 20 local 
actresses, and provided laughter 
to more than 3.5 million audience 
members in more than 410 cities, 

playing in six countries on four 
continents. Worldwide, the show 
has grossed more than $100 mil-
lion in box office receipts. 

The show has helped raise more 
than $4 million for the retirement 
funds of various orders of nuns. 
Currently, Nuns4Fun Entertain-
ment is raising funds for nuns 
in Poland and Ukraine, who are 
administering aid to Ukrainian 
refugees. 

www.nuns4fun.com. 773-404-
7336, or https://greenhousethe-
atercenter.thundertix.com.

http://ireland.com
http://destinyseniorcare.com
https://greenhousetheatercenter.thundertix.com
https://greenhousetheatercenter.thundertix.com
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A family tradition of Irish Radio in Chicago Since 1951
Jack, Denise, and Ed Hagerty Host 

The Hagerty Irish Hour 
9 am - 11am Saturdays WPNA 1490 AM

An old photo. A transatlantic quest. 
A secret kept for generations.

An Irish American Story

“An engrossing love letter to Ireland that emanates from  
the deepest human yearning to find one’s own roots.”  

—Lauren Etter, author of The Devil’s Playbook

Available from antobarbooks.com or wherever books are sold.

We are delighted 
to announce that Tom 
Hughes will be joining 
our new service which 
will be launching short-
ly. He will be our first 
member who is residing 
outside of Ireland. Our 
new service caters to Celtic Crafters from 
around the globe. We will be launching our 
new website shortly too. 

Tom currently lives in Australia, but he 
was born in Dublin, Ireland. He has a love 
for all things Irish and Celtic traditions 

 Without further adieu, here is what 
Tom wrote about himself.

Hi, my name is Tom Hughes. I am 
originally from Dublin (Ireland’s capital 

city), but I moved to Sydney and this is 
where I set up my art studio. I am self-
taught in the craft of copper repousse. 
I have turned my hobby into a small, 
bespoke craft business called ‘Celtic 
Copper Craft’. I work hard to preserve 
and celebrate the best of Irish tradi-
tions and cultures. My fine art copper 
sculptures are known and admired all 
over the world.

At the core of Celtic Copper Craft is a 

real dedication to providing exceptional 
personal service to each of my clients, 
helping to connect them with Ireland’s 
arts and culture. I try my best to keep the 
Celtic traditional art of copper repousse 

alive in modern times of mass production. 
My copper artwork is best described as 
being traditional, rustic and organic. Just 
as in nature, there will be flaws. I tend to 
be drawn to the wear and tear as I find 
it infinitely more beautiful and far more 
interesting than the flawless perfection of 
manufactured pieces.

A few years ago, I was badly injured in 
workplace accident and unfortunately, this 
resulted in me being deemed unfit for work. 

By Bernadette Clancy

For Booking: www.celticratpack.com

However, I took it upon myself to retrain. 
To this day, I have achieved two diplomas in 
photography and another in graphic design. 
Additionally, I have successfully completed 
a number of art courses over the course of 
the last twelve years. 

Website 
https://celticcoppercraft.com.au/
Instagram https://www.instagram.

com/celticcoppercrafts/?hl=en
Facebook https://m.facebook.com/

tom.hughes.391?fref=nf

https://streema.com/radios/WPNA
http://www.antobarbooks.com
https://celticcoppercraft.com.au/
https://www.instagram.com/celticcoppercrafts/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/celticcoppercrafts/?hl=en
https://m.facebook.com/tom.hughes.391?fref=nf
https://m.facebook.com/tom.hughes.391?fref=nf
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View listings at: www.ogradyrealty.com

Eileen
O'Grady

Newell  

BHHS Chicago     
(773)406-2216 

   

eogrady@bhhschicago.com

Park Ridge Office
122 Main Street, Park Ridge, IL 60068

Consultations are free of charge and welcome!
Never too busy for your referrals

He Shot! He Scored! Pat Foley Signs Off
By: Maureen Callahan
Don’t cry because it’s over. 

Smile because it happened. As 
the mother of three, it’s a phrase 
I often use to coerce my young 
children home from the park or 
console them as a lost balloon 
floats skyward. But it’s one I 
repeated to myself as the Black-
hawks game ended last Thursday. 
The mic belonging to Pat Foley, 
voice of the Hawks, went quiet, 
closing a chapter that spanned the 
majority of my life. 

But I’m not alone. Watching 
Foley stand on the ice with his 
family, including his mother, Mary, 
before the game began, he 
delivered a heartfelt farewell 
to the team, organization, and 
fans before heading up to the 
press box to call his last game. 
“I’m the luckiest guy in the 
room,” he stated. We’re lucky, 
too. I doubt there was a dry 
eye in the Madhouse.

A few weeks previous, the 
legendary broadcaster took 
time to reminisce with my 
siblings and me over a couple 
of beers. He recounted a few 
memories of a wildly success-
ful career that spanned more 
than three thousand games. 
We realized the first Black-
hawks game this broadcasting 
hall of famer called, was also 
the first one I attended. I was 
six.

My family held season tickets 
for three decades. During hockey 
season, household and activity 
schedules were largely planned 
around the Blackhawks game 
schedule. For home games, at 
least. My whole growing up, Hawks 
games were almost always played 
on Wednesdays and Sundays. And 
come what may, my dad and 
whichever of his four children’s 
turn it was to attend, were there. 
We rarely missed. Even on holi-
days, we would go after the family 
celebration. Unfinished homework 
was completed while zipping along 
the Eisenhower from the western 
suburbs, first to the Chicago Stadi-
um, then later the United Center. 
Spelling words and multiplication 
tables had to be memorized be-
fore passing the giant, 70x40 foot 

illuminated Magikist lips at Cicero 
Avenue, dutifully landmarking the 
three-quarter point in the journey.

We always arrived early, eyes 
carefully scanning the throngs of 
mostly male fans chain smoking 
in clusters in the low-lit corridors 
off the mezzanine. Those were 
the days you might have spied 
a player not on the roster that 
evening, just walking around 
the stadium. Carefully avoiding 
beer puddles on the stairwell 
up to our seats, we greeted the 
biweekly group of fans that was 
our section, 112. The Barton organ 
played as Steve Larmer and Dennis 

Savard hurled their final warmup 
shots toward Murray Bannerman. 
Fans affixed homemade signs of 
encouragement (or disdain, if 
the Red Wings were playing), to 
balcony railings. A few minutes 
later, the fluorescent house lights 
went down as fans rose from their 
worn, black and red tweed seats 
to accompany Wayne Messmer in 
“The Star-Spangled Banner,” the 
official start of the game. 

As the lights came back on and 
the jumbotron horns blew, the 
game began. Pat Foley, the voice 
of the Chicago Blackhawks, was 
already at work in the press box 
above us, reliably accounting ev-
ery play for fans tuned into WBBM. 
For the years before Hawks home 
games could be seen on TV, and 
for all away games, fans trusted 
Foley for a play-by-play account 

of the action. And he delivered. 
Every time. President and CEO 
John McDonough accurately de-
scribed him as “synonymous with 
Blackhawks hockey, with a voice 
that resonates loudly to our entire 
fan base.” 

Foley recounted a few mem-
ories: 

I knew I wanted to be a sports 
broadcaster at ten years old. A 
sunny afternoon at Wrigley Field 
spent with Jack Quinlan and Lou 
Boudreau planted that seed. 
My father, Bob, owned a Buick 
dealership that sponsored the 
Cubs, hence the invitation to the 

radio booth that day. But 
that wasn’t the only time 
my dad came through for 
me. He was instrumental in 
my getting the job with the 
Blackhawks. He got me to 
the right place at the right 
time. 

I had called hockey and 
baseball games during col-
lege. After graduating from 
Michigan State, I was broad-
casting for the Grand Rapids 
Owls, a former EHL (Eastern 
Hockey League) team. When 
the team folded in 1980, I 
was out of a job. 

The Hawks announcer 
from that season had lost his 
voice, so they were looking 
for somebody. One day on 

his way home from a routine car 
servicing at Foley Buick, Michael 
Wirtz found himself listening to 
a broadcast of me calling a Grand 
Rapids Owls game, which my dad 
had strategically placed in Wirtz’s 
tape deck. Michael passed the 
tape on to his brother, Bill Wirtz, 
the owner of the Blackhawks. He 
said ‘hey, there’s this kid from 
Glenview who might be okay.’ I 
had already secured a job with a 
minor league hockey club in Erie, 
PA, but I was thrilled to end up 
with the Hawks instead!

It’s been a great run. I’ve seen 
lots of changes from the begin-
ning of my career until now. When 
I think back to the schedule the 
team followed- we flew to games 
on Friday night on commercial 
flights (no charters back then), 
played the game on Saturday, 

then stayed the night. We got 
on a 6 a.m. bus for the airport 
the next morning. Guys would go 
home and take a nap, then get up 
and come down to the stadium to 
play Sunday night. It was crazy! 
And suffice it to say we didn’t 
exactly stay in five-star hotels 
back in the day! (Foley laughed) 

But make no mistake, I’m the 
luckiest guy in the room. I’ve 
loved calling the games. I always 
figured I worked for the fans. I 
hope people came away from my 
broadcasts not only having a good 
picture of the game, but maybe 
having learned something as well. 
Not everybody knows what ‘off-
sides’ means. I’m happy to pause 
and explain it. 

There’s no doubt the games 
won’t be the same. We’re going 
to miss hearing his iconic, enthu-
siastic “he shoots, he scores!” 
and “Hawks win! Hawks win!” 
the phrases that have come to be 
his calling card. Two generations 

of Hawks fans are grateful Foley 
himself, shot and scored. 

My family always left the games 
halfway through the third period 
to beat the rush out of the park-
ing lot on Madison. Our parking 
attendant, Jimmy, always had our 
car warmed up and ready to go, 
radio set to WBBM, to hear the 
last of the game as we headed 
west. “Drive safely, Doc,” he’d 
always say to my dad. About the 
time we were passing the Ferrara 
Pan Candy sign on our left, Foley 
would be signing off. “We hope 
you enjoyed the broadcast. We 
KNOW you enjoyed the outcome.” 
Yes, we did. 

The writer gratefully acknowl-
edges the time and effort put 
forth by her father, Richard Calla-
han, to teach and foster a love for 
the game of hockey to his family. 
Maureen Callahan is a freelance 
writer and Contributing Editor for 
Hinsdale Magazine Group.  
misscallahan@hotmail.com 

mailto:eogrady%40bhhschicago.com?subject=
mailto:misscallahan%40hotmail.com%20?subject=
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Call Patrick Riordan today!
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773.631.3388

Return to Ireland with Houli and the
Chicago Garda Pipe Band in October!

Global Irish Radio Personal-
ity and Chairman of Hibernian 
Media, MIKE ”Houli” HOULIHAN 
is making his eleventh trek to 
Ireland this October. Houli says, 
“Eleven is my lucky number! Our 
annual pilgrimages are legendary, 

and the stories of our exploits in 
Ireland are only matched by the 
people who join us each year. 
This year looks to be the trip of 
a lifetime for all who join in, the 
craic will be mighty!”

Scheduled to join Houli this 

songs and stories of Eire.
The group is booked into 

luxurious hotels in Cork City, 
the Skellig in Dingle, and the 
Fitzpatrick Castle in Kiliney, just 
outside Dublin for our final stop.

For more information contact 
Brian or Emma at Specialized 
Travel Services at 1-800-664-7474.

Houli says, “If you’re allergic 
to laughter and lively music, 
this ain’t for you! So please join 
us for another rollicking ride to 
the old sod and your trip of a 
lifeime!”

October are The Chicago Gar-
da Pipes & Drums Band led by 
Lyons Police Chief Tom Herion 
and a fine contingent of pip-
ers and drummers ready to 
soak up the culture of Ireland. 
Also scheduled to join them is 
10-time All-Ireland Champion 
fiddler-dancer-singer Eimear 
Arkins, who hails from County 
Clare and more than lives up to 
her nickname of “The Darlin’ Girl 
from Clare!”

Houli says, “Eimear was with 
us in 2018 and many of our “usual 
suspects” on the tour remember 
her delightful music and person-
ality. She’s our secret weapon in 
the pubs and on the bus when 
she breaks out her fiddle and 
charms the entire group with 

mailto:info%40amazinggracesenior.com?subject=
mailto:pat%40riordaninsurancegroup.com?subject=
mailto:sheilapenny%40comcast.com?subject=
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On the Upbeat
By Maryann 
McTeague Keifer

Spring has arrived and with it new albums are 
“springing up” weekly, and what a lovely thing that 
is after the drought of Covid! While each deserves 
its own column, I’ll try to give a flavor or several in 
each of the upcoming columns.

If you are a lover of fiddle music, you will be ec-
static with INIS, Brid Harper’s gift of music to us just 
released this past month. 
Born in Castlefinn, County 
Donegal, Brid was raised 
in a musical family and 
took music lessons from 
the great Trad musician, 
Pat McCabe. Multiple 
All-Irelands followed as 
Brid developed the fluid 
style that marks her play-
ing. A graduate of the Irish 
World Academy of Music 
& Dance in Limerick, Brid 
now teaches and runs workshops all over the world 
passing on her talent to others.

INIS is a stunning collection of tune sets from Airs 
and Waltzes to jigs, reels, and barn dances. Accom-
panied, in a minimal and perfect way by Sylvan Barou 
on flutes and pipes, Nicoals Quenmener on guitar, and 
Ronan Pellen on cittern and viola, she reaches out 
with her bow and pulls us into the music by giving 
us an need to be one with it. It is that expressive 
and beautiful. I had a difficult time not replaying 
“Cuachin Ghleann Néifin/The Gold Ring” over and 
over and not getting to the next set—so beautiful, 
but all on the album are. 

If you are not familiar with Brid’s playing, do your-
self a huge favor and take a listen. Those who are, 
already have ordered the album!

The first time I heard Tom Delaney’s pipes was in 
Doolin on a trip to Ireland when Socks in the Frying 
Pan’s Fiachra Hayes took us to hear some of his 
friends play at a session. It was a group that would 
become the band Four Winds, and I was immediate-
ly hooked. Tom, born and raised in France, whose 
father was an Irish musician and started him on the 
tin whistle, was reared with a love of Irish Traditional 
music. Tom began playing the uilleann pipes as a 
young teen and has never put them down becoming 
one of the most noted players of this generation. A 
long time coming, The Lark’s Call is Tom’s first solo 
album and it perfectly shows off his very personal 
style of play. Tom often starts off with a slower tempo 
tune and then builds to a toe tapping up tempo tune 
to bring the set to a close, having you wanting him 
to continue and give you more.

He is accompanied on this album by his wife, con-
certina ace Caroline Keane, Alan Murray on guitar and 
Bousouki, Camile Phiippe on mandolin, and Donogh 

Hennessy of Lunasa on guitar and producer. 
His set list includes a wide variety stretching 
from the sobering “Wounded Hussar” to the 
bounce your knee “Pigeon on the Gate.” 
One of my favorite sets is the closing cut 
“The Eavesdropper/The Morning Star/My 
Love is in America” which has your spirits 

soaring and calling for more. 
After a vey successful Kickstarter campaign, The Lark’s 

Call has just been debuted in Ennis and is now available 
through Tom’s website and Facebook sites. If you are a 
lover of uilleann pipes and the tin whistle, this album is 
a definite “must have”!

Róisín O Reilly, who professionally goes by Róisín O, has 

just this past week released her new solo album COURA-
GEOUS. O’Reilly, why does that sound familiar to you? Her 
brother is Danny O’Reilly, frontman for The Coronas, her 
mam is Mary O’Reilly who you know as Mary Black, so yes, 
she is also the niece of Frances and the Black Brothers, 
and cousin of Aoife Scott. If you thought the family had 
talent going for them already, wait till you hear Róisín 
belting out the ten songs on her new collection. 

Starting out solo, and then becoming part of the band 
Thanks Brother, she has also appeared with The Black 
Family, her mam, plays keyboards occasionally with The 
Coronas, has accompanied the likes of Lionel Richie, and 
on and on… Dublin born and now living in Dingle, she has 
been playing and singing since childhood, although she 
will let you know that her folks never pressured she or 
her brothers into going into music. She admits they were 
more into sports and she is still a senior GAA player. She 

says her parents would tell her about music, “Do it 
because you love it, because that’s the only thing you 
can be sure of when it gets hard.” You can be sure of 
one thing, she belongs singing, no matter whose family 
she if from—her voice is exceptional!

You may have seen the Covid video “GRACE” she 
put out with Danny and Aoife. It was a stunner. If you 
didn’t, you will be enamored with the purity and clarity 
of her singing. Her voice takes the lyrics and sweeps 
you along with them. The opening track, “Stolen,” 
tells of a missing love who is “in my head every night.” 

You can feel the pain and longing. The album goes 
through the stages of relationships from strong love, 
missing love and the ache of it to the final song and 

title track, “Courageous,” 
where she sings of getting 
the strength to walk away. 
Róisín’s lyrics tell the story, 
but its her voice that relates 
the love, pain, and strength.

Also included on the al-
bum is “Heart & Bones” 
which she wrote with her 
brother Danny to be a Co-
ronas song, but ended up 
perfect for her. 

While none of the songs 
are “Irish,” there is no group of people who better 
sing of love and its loss than the Irish. Róisín O does 
this in spades, and COURAGEOUS will be an oft played 
album in your collection.

http://www.celticagifts.com
https://fiddlershearth.com
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6070 N Northwest Hwy
Chicago,Il, 60631
708-831-5142

mysticrogueirishpub.com

An Authentic Irish Pub
the whole family can enjoy!

This is the next of a series of columns on how the law can impact 
your life. The articles will focus on various aspects of the law relating 
to personal injuries, those that happen both on-the-job and otherwise, 
including mishaps which occur in driving vehicles, using products, and 
receiving medical care. The column will also respond to legal questions 
relating to personal injury that are sent to us. 

Healy Scanlon Law Firm is comprised of eight trial attorneys and four 
“Of Counsel” attorneys, two of whom are from Ireland. We are located 
downtown at 111 W. Washington Street, Suite 1425, Chicago, Illinois 
60602 (800-922-4500 or 312-977-0100) (overlooking Daley Center). 
www.HealyScanlon.com. The firm concentrates in the representation 
of injured victims of all types of accidents. Readers are encouraged 
to call or write with questions concerning personal injury law. 

Construction injuries 
on the highway

As previously mentioned, a 
lot of the construction that has 
begun in the Chicagoland area 
in addition to new buildings 
is highway construction. Our 
already congested highways 
have been further strained by 
decreased lanes in many areas 
and increased traffic due to 
construction workers. When lane 
configurations are changed from 

the usual pattern, a distracted 
driver may leave his lane of 
travel, possibly resulting in an 
accident. 

The increased construction 
traffic can be dangerous for both 
drivers near construction sites 
and for construction workers on 
the highway. Noteworthy, the 
Illinois vehicle code requires 
drivers to yield the right of way 
to any construction workers 
engaged in work on the highway. 

The construction site itself 
can also be the cause of motor 
vehicle accidents. Vehicles en-
tering or leaving the highway 
from a construction site can be 
the cause of serious accidents. 
These vehicles do not use typical 
entry or exit lanes, and thus can 
create a problem for other driv-
ers. In one case prosecuted by 
our office, a semi-truck abruptly 
stopped in traffic on the tollway 
in response to a signal by a flagger 
on a construction site to allow a 
truck to pull into one of the sites 
entrances. As a result, a vehicle 
behind the semi-truck also braked 
suddenly and was rear-ended 
causing significant injury. 

If a construction company is 
negligent in controlling traffic 
around its work site and an ac-
cident results, the responsibility 
may flow to the construction 
company. 
Workers’ compensation 
claims for construction 
workers	

Construction workers also have 
a number of remedies if they are 
injured while working. Primarily, 
a construction worker who is in-
jured while working has the right 
to file a claim pursuant to the 
Illinois Workers’ Compensation 
Act. Under the Act, a worker 
is entitled to receive 2/3 of his 
average weekly wage, tax free, 
while he is unable to work. 

A worker will also receive all 
reasonable and necessary medi-
cal care related to his injury, as 
long as he stays within the chain 
of physician referral. 

Depending on the severity 
of an employee’s injury, they 
will have other rights under the 
Act as well. If the employee is 
unable to return to his former 
occupation because of an injury, 
the employer may be required to 

hire a professional job 
counselor to help the 
employee find suitable 
work. If the only avail-
able work is at a lower 
rate of pay than the 
worker was earning 
before the accident, 
the employer may be 
responsible for paying 
2/3 of the difference 
between the employ-
ee’s current pay and 
his pre-accident pay. 

Some benefits are 
limited by the Act. 
For instance, in most 
cases the employer 
will not be responsible 
for paying any “fringe 
benefits” for the em-
ployee, such as health 
insurance, union dues 
or pension benefits. 
Also, if the employer 
can accommodate the 
employee’s physical 
restrictions, the em-
ployee must accept 
modified work from the 
employer. 

For example, after an injury 
many employees are returned 
to work but the doctor tells the 
employer that the employee can 
only lift up to a certain weight 
restriction, such as ten pounds. 
For construction workers, this will 
likely mean they will be unable to 
return to their old job. However, 
the company may still take the 
employee back to work in a mod-
ified capacity, and give him a job 
as a watchman or a flagger. 

Injured workers’ may also 
have other claims

In addition to workers’ com-
pensation claims, an injured 
construction worker may have 
other claims. For instance, if a 
construction worker is struck by 
a car while working, he will have 
a workers’ compensation claim 
against his employer as well as 
a potential lawsuit against the 
driver who struck him. 

A common situation arises on 
a jobsite with multiple contrac-
tors. When an employee of one 
contractor is injured because 
of the negligence of another 
contractor, the employee may 
be able to file a lawsuit against 
the other contractor. Often times 
this occurs when one contractor 
negligently leaves debris or ma-
terial out on a jobsite, causing an 
employee of another contractor 
to fall and sustain injury. 
Conclusion

Although none of us enjoy 
sitting in construction traffic, 
construction is a way of life and 
a vital necessity to our economic 
and infrastructures development. 
Unfortunately, with construction 
can come dangerous situations. As 
can be seen from just this brief de-
scription, who is at fault for these 
accidents, and what an injured 
person is entitled to as a result 
of these accidents, is dependent 
on the factual situation of each 
case. If you are injured as a result 
of a construction accident you 
should contact an attorney as soon 
as possible to 
discuss what 
benefits may 
be available 
to you.

By:Neil 
Schelhammer

Spring Brings New 
Construction Projects

With the changing of the sea-
sons, there has been an abundant 
growth in new construction. We 
recently saw the Mayor’s office 
announce three potential candi-
dates for the City’s sole casino 
license, which will bring billions 
of dollars in construction contracts 
and years of work for the City of 
Chicago. More recently, Mayor 
Lori Lightfoot announced the 
construction of a new food 
production facility on Chi-
cago’s south side on City-
owned land that had sat 
vacant for over 15 years. 
The facility is expected to 
create over 250 jobs. Last 
month, the first of three 
tower cranes was erected 
to begin constructing The 
Obama Presidential Cen-
ter. Additionally, there are 
currently over 130 Illinois 
Department of Transpor-
tation road construction 
projects going on in Cook 
County alone at the mo-
ment. 

With all this, there is an 
abundance of increased 
activity in planning future 
construction projects and 
construction currently un-
derway, not only on our 
roadways, but with the 
sight of our growing sky-
line. Unfortunately, with 
increased construction 
projects there is always an 
increased risk of accidents 
and injuries. 

https://www.mysticrogueirishpub.com
http://www.HealyScanlon.com


The Irish Fellowship Club celebrated the 
120th St. Patrick’s Day Dinner on March 11, 
2022. Chaired by Hon. Bridget Gainer, Cook 
County Commissioner and James T. Tracy, 
President, Chicago Firefighters Union Local 2, 
the 2022 Annual Dinner recognized former IFC 
Chairman, Hon. John Griffin, the Grand Marshal 
of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Irish Consul 
General Kevin Byrne, the Guest of Honor. Over 
800 guests enjoyed a spectacular evening at 
the Hilton Chicago.

After the Head Table Guests marched in 
behind the Shannon Rovers, Chairs Gainer 
and Tracy opened the program and invited 
Rev. Jack Clair, President & Executive Director 
of Misericordia to offer a blessing. The Club 
was pleased to welcome Irish Minister Patrick 
O’Donovan of the Office of Public Works 
to share remarks about the opportunities in 
Ireland today. 

In addition to recognizing the honorees of 
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, the Club celebrated 
three of our former leaders with the Richard J. 
Daley Award. Former chairs Hon. John Griffin, 
Kevin Flood and Rose Doherty were honored 
for their service to the Club and dedication to 
the Irish community of Chicago. Said Executive 
Director Kathy Taylor, “We were delighted to be 
back in person to recognize all that John, Kevin 
and Rose have done for the Irish Fellowship 
Club. Each provided key leadership to the Club 
and Foundation during their years of service.”

The St. Patrick’s Day dinner raises important 
financial support for the IFC Education and 
Cultural Foundation which provides scholarships 
to each of the Catholic high schools throughout 
the Archdiocese of Chicago and grants to 
Irish cultural institutions in Chicago. Treasurer 
Jack Kane commented, “The generosity of 
our sponsors, members and guest provides 
essential support to the Catholic high schools. 
The Club and Foundation are tremendously 
grateful to all who supported the 2022 dinner.”

Guests enjoyed the Irish music of David 
Dunne during cocktails as they mingled in the 
Grand Ballroom and following dinner, danced 
the night away to the Rich Daniels Orchestra. 
President John Wrenn proclaimed, “We were 
so pleased to be back in person to celebrate 
our heritage; honor several outstanding 
Chicago civic leaders; and gather our members 
and guests to enjoy the fellowship of the Irish 
community. It has been my honor to serve as 
President of the Irish Fellowship Club and I am 
excited about the year to come.”

Save The Date for the Irish Fellowship 
Club’s annual Golf Outing. This year’s event 
will take place on Monday, July 18 at beautiful 
Ridgemoor Country Club. More information 
coming soon or visit our website at: www.
irishfellowshipclub.com

http://www.irishfellowshipclub.com


 
 Greetings from Gaelic Park!
    A Chairde:
3,000+ filled plastic eggs, larger than life Easter Bunny,  an in-

flatable bounce house and inflatable slide, a good number of par-
ents and grandparents, and hundreds of children.  Put them all 
together, and they made for a very successful Easter Egg Hunt.  
The eggs were scattered across our Volunteer Garden out front 
and on the playground, and once the hunt started, the eggs didn’t 
last long.  We were glad to see so many enjoying themselves at 
Gaelic Park.

It was a very different crowd that enjoyed itself at our Un-Wined  

at the park wine tasting event, and the thirsty attendees were 
very enthusiastic.  We thank everyone who joined us for the 
hunt, the wine tasting event, our Easter Carvery and the Byrne 
Brothers Concert, and thanks to everyone who helped us fill two 
trailers of donated goods for St. Vincent dePaul.

The weather is improving, we’re starting to see Gaelic football 

and training happening on our side fields, and we look forward 
to a very busy GAA summer.  We’re also making great progress 
on the Pub’s new outside bar.  A very warm welcome awaits all 
who will be  joining us in the beer garden.  Stay tuned for our 
grand opening announcement!

 Is mise le meas,   Bill O’Sullivan

MAY - Live Music!
 Friday May 6 – Joe Cullen 7:30pm
 Saturday May 7th – Damien Patrick 8pm
 Friday May 13th – Bernie Glim 7:30pm
 Saturday May 14th – Billy O’Donoghue 8pm
 Friday May 20th – Joe McShane 7:30pm
 Saturday May 21st – Kieran Byrne 8pm
 Friday May 27th – to be determined
 Saturday May 28th – Gotham Ramblers 
 Tringo is every Tuesday 7pm!

    

The Clare Association will hold its 34th  
 Day For Special People

Sunday, June 26th
Chicago Gaelic Park

         6119 W. 147th St., Oak Forest, IL

 Mass:  10:00 followed by Irish Breakfast & games
All special people need to be registered prior to the day
Registration will be open from May 15th to June 15, 2022

Please call Maureen Boland @708-301-9773 
to register your special person

Hope to see you all there for a full day of fun

http://www.chicagogaelicpark.org


         THERE’S ALWAYS SOMETHING HAPPENING AT GAELIC PARK!      APRIL 2022

Visit the Carraig Pub’s NeW beer gardeN OPeN sOON!

the Pub has it’s OWN Website! WWW.CarraigirishPub.COm CheCk it Out!

Some of the folks enjoying Wine Night!

http://www.chicagogaelicpark.org


Selected Dates Available 
For Your 

2022 Weddings & Events 
In our newly remodeled 

Emerald Room, 
Our Tara Room, 

Our Celtic Room,
Our Patio And In Our Pub

         THERE’S ALWAYS SOMETHING HAPPENING AT GAELIC PARK!      APRIL 2022

http://www.chicagogaelicpark.org
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Honorable
James M. McGing

Personal Injury, Including:
Medical Negligence,

Construction Site Accidents,
Truck, Auto & Motorcycle,

Nursing Home Abuse & Neglect
Workers” Compensation

Former Supervising Judge
Celtic Lawyer of the Year 2019

Call (773)-467-8000

Who was Dolores O’Riordan? 
She was an Irish singer from Co. 
Limerick. She was in the band The 
Cranberries. She was known for 
her signature yodel. She had one 
of the most recognizable voices in 
music, a lilting soprano. 

She grew up singing in her 
church choir. When she was young her 
uncles took her to the local pub to sing. 
At a young age she learned the tin whistle, 
spoons, bodhran, accordion and piano. 
In school she won the Slogadh song con-
test almost every year. (held in Thurles, 
Tipperary) It’s been said that her mother 
wanted her to become a nun but O’Riordan 
ran away from home to sing. She joined a 
band called the Cranberries in 1990. Her 
first solo album was about 2007. O’Riordan 

appeared as a judge on RTE’s The Voice of 
Ireland. She performed “Ava Maria” during 
the 54th International Song festival in Italy. 
O’Riordan performed several times at the 
Vatican’s Christmas concert. 

O’Riordan married a Canadian named 
Don Burton they had three children. They 
spent time between homes in Ireland and 
Canada. Unfortunately, O’Riordan suffered 
depression all her life and was diagnosed 
with bi-polar. She attempted suicide six 

years before her 
death by alcohol 
intoxication. She 
was only 46 years 
old. It reminds us 
that no matter how 
much money you 
have it won’t & 

can’t make you happy at least in the long 
run. Wealth doesn’t guarantee happiness 
for anyone. They say people will always 
return to a baseline of happiness or un-
happiness after a positive or negative life 
experience. From my experience being 
happy is something we have to constantly 
work at and decide to be every day. 

O’Riordan was one of the five richest 
women in Ireland. 
Gaelic for the Month
Singer-Amhranai Rich-Saibhir
Depression-Dulagar

“I try to think about optimism I try 
to look at the beautiful things in life.” 
O’Riordan 

I would like to mention, every Tuesday 
they have Ceili night at Gaelic Park. My 
dear friend, Mary Carmody, hosts the 
Ceili nights. Mary would like to encour-
age everyone to come out for some fun, 
fellowship & dancing. She can be reached 
at (708) 372-6227 or Mary.Carmody@
cbexchange.com

mailto:jamesmcging%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.paloscountryclub.com
https://wdcb.org/
mailto:mcnamarahomegroup%40gmail.com?subject=
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http://www.gregoriolaw.com




http://www.carpentersunion.org


http://www.smart265.org


http://www.nisi.net
http://www.faegredrinker.com


http://www.iahof.org


http://www.windycityirishradio.com


http://www.prslaw.com


http://www.irish-american.org


http://www.irish-american.org
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WORKPLACE ATTACKS
Workers compensation involves 

benefits that are owed to an em-
ployee that is hurt while on the 
job. Initially, most of the injuries 
that come to mind fall under the 
context of “workplace accidents” 
such as slip and falls, machinery 
accidents, or being struck by an 
object. However, workers com-
pensation benefits are not limited 
to “accidents” that occur while 
on the job. It is important to 
know that workers compensation 
benefits are also provided to those 
that are hurt on the job as a result 
of intentional, physical acts of 
another person.

Workplace attacks can happen 
in a number of ways. An employee 
may be physically assaulted by 

Gallagher’s 
Advice

By Caroleann
Gallagher

a customer, patient, co-worker, 
supervisor, or a third party unre-
lated to the business. Regardless 
of who committed the attack, an 
employee is entitled to workers 
compensation benefits if the 
attack occurred while at work. 
Those benefits include payment 
of medical expenses for the injury, 
recovery of compensation for the 
time missed from work as a result 
of the injury, and a lump sum 
payment for permanent disability 
that resulted.

An attack is covered by workers 
compensation if the following 3 
elements are met:

1.The attack occurred while the 
employee was on the job;

2.The employee was performing 
their job duties at the time of the 

As soon as you are safe and 
medically stable, you should re-
port the incident and your injuries 
to your supervisor or manager as 
soon as possible. As mentioned in 
previous articles, providing notice 
to your employer of the injury is 
mandatory to recover workers’ 
compensation benefits. Notice 
(oral or in writing) must be done 
within 45 days of the incident per 
the terms of The Illinois Workers 
Compensation Act.

Treatment for your injuries 
are important to ensure that you 
obtain the maximum amount of 
recovery possible.

Last but not least, the next step 
is to determine what legal options 
and remedies you have available 
to you and pursue your claim(s).

It is important to have an ex-
perienced workers’ compensation 
attorney, like my colleagues and 
I, who will better ensure that all 

attack; and
3.The attack was not caused or 

provoked by the employee.
It is important to know that 

a worker’s compensation claim 
would be denied if the injured 
employee was the aggressor. A 
case may also be denied even if 
the employee was attacked first 
and then became the second 
aggressor. The best way to think 
about this is that it is okay to de-
fend yourself if you are attacked 
on the job, but it’s not okay to run 
after the attacker, which would 
make you an aggressor yourself. 

What should you do in the event 
that you are attacked at work? 

The first thing that you should 
do is secure your safety and call 
the police and security. You should 
also treat your injuries by going 
to a hospital or clinic to obtain 
professional medical care for any 
injuries you receive.

your rights are represented, that 
you receive every benefit owed to 
you, and that you are not being 
taken advantage of. 

If you are a victim of a phys-
ical attack that occurred while 
at work, you may be eligible to 
receive workers’ compensation 
benefits. My colleagues and I 
devote time to developing per-
sonal relationships with all of our 
clients. Our team has decades of 
collective experience in repre-
senting injured employees and we 
have the knowledge, experience, 
and resources to walk you through 
the process and obtain the most 
desired outcome possible.

*Caroleann Gallagher is an Irish 
born Attorney now licensed in 
Illinois and practicing all types of 
personal injury law and Workers 
Compensation. She can be con-
tacted at cgallagher@dwyercoo-
gan.com or at (312) 782-7482.

mailto:gadabouttravel%40hotmail.com?subject=
http://www.theirishshopoakpark.com


C BEER & WINE GARDEN - FOOD VENDORS
NO Bikes | NO Dogs | NO Skateboards
For more information, 847-671-4800 or www.vofp.com

6:30-7:45 PM
Heart To Heartbreaker::
A Salute to the Women of Rock

8:30-10:30 PM
Kashmir: The Led Zepplin Concert

 Friday, June 10

11 AM-12:30 PM
Mr. Myers  (Caribbean/Jimmy Buffet)

1:15-2:45 PM
One Of The Boyzz  (Rock & Soul)

3:30-5 PM
Chicago Tribute Anthology: Celebrating The Band Chicago

5:45-7:45 PM
Of Perception: The Doors Tribute

8:30-10:30 PM
Hello Weekend  (High energy dance party)

 Saturday, June 11

Village of Franklin Park

Franklin Avenue & 
Calwagner Street 

(9700 Franklin Ave.)

JUNE 9-JUNE 12
2022

DAILY CARNIVAL
OPENS 

June 9 & 10 • 6 PM 
June 11 • Noon
June 12 • 1 PM

Walk on and view interiors!

RAILROAD DAY

Saturday, June 11
10 AM – 3 PM

 Thursday, June 9
6:30-8 PM
Everett Dean & The Lonesome Hearts (Retro Rock & Roll)

8:30-10:30 PM 
Think Floyd USA: #1 Pink Floyd Tribute

1-2:30 PM
Marcus Band  (Polish music and songs)

3:15-4:45 PM
Joe Rendon & Friends  (Latin Jazz/Santana)

 Sunday, June 12

Free Live Entertainment

http://www.vofp.com


working for a vibrant, caring
and connected Irish

Community

There's nothing like a good Irish get together! Twice each month—usually
on the second and fourth Wednesday—we host The Get Together at
Chicago Gaelic Park. We express our Irish heritage through an engaging
variety of educational programs, cultural performances, lectures, and fun
activities. There is no charge to attend and ALL are welcome. Refreshments
are served free of charge. 

c h a n g e  o f  s t a t u s  -  v i s a  r e n e w a l s -  
g r e e n  c a r d  i n q u i r i e s  

 Registration Required 

773-282-8445        info@irishchicago.org

Senior Events for Spring 
At the Irish American Heritage Center

Every month—usually on the first Wednesday—we host the Monthly
Musical Gathering. Through live musical performances, we celebrate
our shared Irish heritage. There is no charge to attend and ALL are
welcome. Refreshments are served free of charge. 

Monthly Musical Gathering

This gathering is named for the room in old Irish houses where people
came together for important guests and special occasions. Each month
—usually on the third Wednesday—we meet to share our Irish
heritage and love of Ireland. There is no charge to attend. ALL are
welcome and refreshments are served free of charge. 

The Front Parlor

May 

June

Wednesday 4th May
Doors: 10 a.m.     Music: 10.30 a.m.
Live Music with Terry Byrne
Another morning of friendship and
great live music provided by Terry
Byrne.

Wednesday 18th May
Doors: 10 a.m.  Program: 10.30 a.m.
Annual Fraud Update
This seminar hosted by the Cook
County Sheriff's Office will teach us
about common scams and dealing
with fraud when it occurs.

Monthly Musical Gathering The Front Parlor

Wednesday 1st June 
Doors: 10 a.m.     Music: 10.30 a.m.
Music with the Dulcimer Ensemble 
A warm Irish welcome, great music
and wonderful company. 

Wednesday 15th June
Doors: 10 a.m.  Program: 10.30 a.m.
Wellness Update 
We host Swedish Covenant to learn
more about keeping healthy.  

May 

Wednesday 8th June
Doors: 10 a.m. Program: 10.30 a.m.
Live Irish Music  
All are welcome to join us for
another morning of traditional Irish
Music. Today we are excited to have
Joe McShane back to perform all
your favorite tunes!

June

Wednesday 25th May 
Doors: 10 a.m. Program: 10.30 a.m.
Annual Fraud Update  
This seminar hosted by the Cook
County Sheriff's Office will teach us
about common scams and dealing
with fraud when it occurs.

Wednesday 11th May 
Doors: 10 a.m. Program: 10.30 a.m.
Laughter is the Best Medicine 
Today we welcome author Honore
Nolting who will share how they
choose laughter and blind hope in
the face of her husband's cancer
diagnosis. 

Wednesday 22nd June
Doors: 10 a.m. Program: 10.30 a.m.
Understanding Memory Loss 
Learn positive and effective
approaches to coping with
Alzheimer's and Dementia that
focus on what those with the
conidtion  CAN do! 

773.282.8445
irishchicago.org

Irish Community Services 
working for a vibrant, connected and caring Irish community

Immigration Legal Clinics  
F R E E  3 0  M I N U T E

C O N S U L T A T I O N S  W I T H  A N
I M M I G R A T I O N  A T T O R N E Y

PPPlllaaayyy   + + + LLLeeeaaarrrnnn

A video series teaching young kids about irish cultulreA video series teaching young kids about irish cultulreA video series teaching young kids about irish cultulre
irishchicago.orgirishchicago.orgirishchicago.org

At Chicago Gaelic Park 

Become a U.S. Citizen
FREE CITIZENSHIPFREE CITIZENSHIP  

PREPARATION CLASSESPREPARATION CLASSES  
A series of 4 weekly online classes

 beginning May 10th 
 773-282-8445 irishchicago.org

Let's Grow Our Community...Together! 

There's nothing like a good Irish get together! Twice each month—
usually on the second and fourth Wednesday—we host The Get
Together at Chicago Gaelic Park. We express our Irish heritage through
an engaging variety of educational programs, cultural performances,
lectures, and fun activities. There is no charge to attend and ALL are
welcome. Refreshments are served free of charge. 

The Get Together 

With support from the 
Irish American Heritage Center 

we're building a community garden! 
Interested in growing our community as a volunteer?

773-282-8445                          info@irishchicago.org

mailto:irishchicago.org?subject=
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Mothers Day Tribute
Mothers Day for an Irish Clare woman 
For my mom Eileen Murphy it was about 

the roses and flower gardens, tea, sweets, 
cakes and going to Mass. My mom was fine 
with the gift of going to mass on that day. 
The best of the flowers and sweets were 
always a part of Eileen Murphy’s mother 
day. But it wasnt because she asked for 
these things, or recieved them as gifts. It is 
because to her it was the day she planned 
and planted her garden . 

Writing on scraps of paper and the back 
of envelopes, she looked through garden 
catalogs for what she wanted. Saving quar-
ters, dollars, and nickels in tins hoping to 
get everything on her list. She would leave 
large hints around the house and we made 
sure she got it all! 

My brother Rodger always bought her 
beautiful new rose bushes. She would get 
her tools and hose ready for Mothers Day. To 

her it was the best planting day of 
the year. She would tell us kids she 
didn’t need anything for Mothers 
day, just love and us. But she was 
secretly so happy when projects and 
cards came home from school. 

Dad always bought mom the 
best dozen roses in the shop. She would 
show them to everyone who came to 
the house. Later, she would put them 
in between her books as bookmarks to 
save forever. 

When I had a little baby, my mom walked 
with a cane, her fingers were twisted from 
arthritis, and she needed oxygen. But she 
was still able to do a little surprise garden 
for my little girl Bridie. She wrote little 
signs that said “Nana’s garden this way”, 
and Bridie’s flowers.” It is one of my fa-
vorite memories. To this day in the back 
of the house there are still roses from my 
brother Rodger. 

Also flowers she got from her friends, 
the Doyles and the little tiny flowers she 
planted for Bridie.The Rhubarb she planted 
for me and my nephew years ago is still 
there. I cherish her garden. I guess she 
always knew mothers and children are 
closer to God in the garden. 

One of my fondest memories of her was 
eating American cheese cake and baking 
apple tarts, and cupcakes because on 

special days like mothers day you needed 
good cakes and tarts. 

I hope Irish women everywhere, especial-
ly my mom,in heaven are enjoying God’s 
garden, tea, and cake.
From your loving daughter, Rita Conor 
My Mother Joan Walsh O Keeffe
I lost my mom in 2015. I was very fortu-

nate to be with her in her final hours. Our 
song was A Mothers love Is A Blessing. She 
loved that song but I found it a sad song. 
The goodbyes were always tough so now it 
is a very special song for me. I think of my 
mother everyday, I smile a lot thinking of 
the kind, sweet, generous lady she was. I 
find some of my positive actions and behav-
iors to be credit to my mom. Happy Mothers 
Day forever in my thoughts, Conner.

My Mothers from Mary
I was blessed with two mothers. My mom 

Nancy Heslin Finerty a five foot nothing spit-
fire of creativity and imagination. Also, my 
lovely mother in law mama, Joan O Keeffe. 
These two could not be more different. 
One advised me to learn to swear in foreign 

847-721-2299

languages (I’ll let you guess 
which one) yet they were 
instant friends. Both adored 
my husband Conor. I learned 
so much about patience and 
giving of oneself from both 
of them. I picture them now 

up in heaven filled with joy having a laugh 
and maybe just maybe teaching St. Peter 
a few new Irish words. 

Love you forever moms,
Your loving daughter Mary.
Happy Mothers Day in Heaven
from Betty Roarty
My mom was a diabetic but she worked 

very hard raising my brother and I. She kept 
a beautiful home and kept us well fed. We 
had a wonderful childhood playing with 
neighborhood kids. We still have lunch with 
many of them today. I love you mom and 
miss you very much, Betty

Happy Mothers Day Mum in Drogheda
On March 9th 1997.It was Mothers Day 

when I came to Chicago from Drogheda.
Thinking back now it was a terrible day to 
be leaving but my beautiful loving mum 
went upstairs and hung the Irish flag out 
of my bedroom window and waved goodbye 
to me in between her tears. She shouted, 
Good luck Mark, we love you son. Then I 
heard her singing Ole Ole Ole Ole Ole. I 
knew she was okay..Love from your favorite 
son, Mark.

Happy Mothers Day to my Galway mum. 
The love and kindness you gave me mum 
I will cherish forever..Your loving son, An-
drew Coleman.

A Mothers Love’s A Blessing 
 By Thomas P. Keenan
An Irish boy was leaving his native 

home. Crossing the broad Atlantic once 
more he wished to roam. 

And as he was leaving his mother, who 
was standing on the quay. 

She through her arms around his waist 
and this to him did say

“A mothers love’s a blessing no matter 
where you roam. 

Keep her while she’s leaving, you will 
miss her when she’s gone.”

This was one of my mum’s favorite 
songs. Mary Josephine Roarty Gallagher 
from Donegal.

When i came home she would ask me 
to get my guitar and have a sing song in 
the” good room” just like we did growing 
up .We had so many great Saturday nights 
singing from the Irelands own green 
song pages. So this one’s for you mum 
you were so right. A mother’s love is a 
Blessing and I miss you so much. Jo xx

Happy Mothers Day to all our mums past 
and present. Till next time.No Sniveling!

Purchase a 
Gift Card or 

sign up
for our 

Loyalty Card today!
Available at all Harp & 

Eagle locations

Get Away to Wisconsin!

We’ve Perfected Irish Comfort!

Inn Reservations 920-884-8484 reception@stbrendansinn.com
Clarke 

Hotel & Pub
314 W Main St
Waukesha WI
262-549-3800

County Clare Irish
Inn & Pub

1234 N Astor St
Milwaukee

414-272-5273

The Ennis Inn & Pub
201 James St
De Pere WI

414-272-5273
ennisinnandpub.com

Visit the Green Bay 
Packers Hall of Fame!

Aishling on the 
Lough Irish Pub

125 56th St
Kenosha WI

262-653-0500

• Free high speed Wi-Fi
• Complimentary breakfast
• Private parking lot
• Printing or faxing 
• Double whirlpool bath 
• Rainfall shower, hairdryer
• Iron and ironing board
• Coffee maker and tea

Get Away to Green Bay!

234 S Washington St Green Bay, WI 54301
Restaurant Dining 

Mon - Thur 4pm - 9pm
Fri - Sat 11am - 9pm
Sunday 11am - 8am

• Grilled Salmon 
• Sautéed Mussels 
• Shepherd’s Pie  
• Guinness Pot Roast

Private Dining Room seats 40 
Seats 50 for a cocktail party

Visit our other fine
Locations in wisconsin!

mailto:mike%40corrigans.com?subject=
http://www.chicalba.com
http://www.catherineoconnell.com
http://www.ashlingonthelough.com
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8 N. Vail Avenue 
Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

Tel. 847-577-7733 Fax. 847-577-3886 
Good food. Good friends. 

Just a great time. See you at Peggy"s! 
Hours 

M-Th 11am-1am
Fri & Sat: 11am-2am 

Sun: 11am-1am 
www.pegg·ykinnanes.com 

Fresh Baked 
Soda Bread 
Scones,
Meat Pies,
Sausage Rolls

for your 
TRADITIONAL IRISH BREAKFAST

Fresh Sausage, Rashers, Boiling Bacon 
Black & White Puddings 

Belleek, Galway Crystal,
Books, Clothing, Jewelry

•T-Shirts •Hats •Flags
•Stickers•CD’s •Novelties

    6346 W GUNNISON ST
    CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60630

We use UPS to Ship  Worldwide!
SEASONAL FALL HOURS!

M CLOSED TUE-FRi 3-7   
 SAT  10-5        SUN 10-3

773-792-1905
FAX:  773-792-1925

Located NW Side of Chicago!

Since 1957

Feel Right at     
     Home Here!

gaelicimportschicago@gmail.com
facebook gaelic imports Chicago

I Hope everyone had a great Easter. It’s one of the 
Holidays that our whole family celebrates together. 
In our family everyone usually takes turns hosting a 
holiday. Whether it is Easter, Memorial Day, Labor Day, 
Thanksgiving, or Christmas, I always do Memorial Day and 
Christmas. Christmas is a seven to eight course dinner 
that is different every year. The River Forest Memorial 
Day Parade goes right past my house so a barbeque on 
Memorial Day is kind of a no brainer. It becomes an all 

day party for family and friends. Plenty of beer and 
food to kick off the unofficial start of summer.

It is also the weekend that Gaelic Park holds their 
annual Irish Fest. There was a time when we would drag 
all our goods from the Irish Shop out to Gaelic Park, set 
up and breakdown every day, and hope it didn’t rain. 
This was also a family event. The Craic was great but it 
would take a week prior to the fest to get organized, and 

a week after to get back to normal.
Back to barbecuing. The most popular items 

are chicken, burgers, hot dogs, ribs, and sides 
like, corn on the cob, potato salad, coleslaw, 
vegetable, and green salads, a variety of dips,

 and a whole array of condiments served 
buffet style with everyone helping them-
selves.

I imagine that everyone has their own special recipe 
for a number of these dishes which is great. These are 
the things that create memories for us and our families.

I always try to think out of the box and add elements 
and ingredients to elevate each dish and preparation. Try 
adding a little orange juice, brown sugar or honey, and 
chipotle chiles to your favorite BBQ sauce. You can also 
kick it up a notch with a little of your favorite whiskey. I 
like Jameson but Jack Daniels is another option. Brining 
your chicken for 4 hours adds flavor and results in a juicy 
a breast or thigh.

You can also brine thick cut pork chops. Be sure to pull 
the thin membrane off the back of ribs before cooking. 
I prefer the St Louis spare ribs over baby back ribs. Rub 
your ribs with a splice blend of salt, pepper, granulated 
garlic, cumin, coriander, brown sugar, smoked paprika, 
and chili powder. Slow roast or braise, until tender and 
baste with BBQ sauce to finish the ribs. If you add the 
sauce too early it will burn because of the high sugar 
content.

I feel that the choice of bun for a burger is as important 
as the meat you use. A good brioche or firm bun or roll 
that will not get soggy is what you should look for. Burgers 
should be 80/20. 80% meat 20% fat. The leaner cuts tend 
to be too dry especially when cooked well done. I like to 
add just salt and pepper to my burgers but you can add 
any seasoning you prefer. Making a small indentation in 

the center of the burger helps keep it flat when cooking. 
This is where the fun begins. Choose your favorite cheese 
and toppings. Here are a few examples. Bleu cheese, 
bacon and caramelized onions, lettuce, mayo.

 Pepper jack, guacamole, Pico de Gallo, crispy tortilla 
strips chipotle mayo. 

White Cheddar, bacon, avocado, lettuce, tomato, 
mayo, crispy onion strings. 

Mac N’ Cheese, American cheese, lettuce, tomato, 
mayo. The possibilities are endless. Use your imagination 
because just about any combination will work.

Hot dogs are not just for kids. Use a good bakery style 
bun. My favorite is a ¼ pound dog slit, stuffed with 

American cheese, wrapped in bacon and grilled. You 
can make a chunky topping using mustard, salt, relish, 
tomato, cucumber, celery salt, and sport peppers, all 
chopped and mixed together.

Grilling fresh corn in its husk is an excellent way to 
cook this BBQ favorite. Peel and serve with butter, or 
slather it with mayo, Chile powder, and cotija cheese 
Ala Mexicana

For potato salad I use 3lbs red potatoes cut into 1 inch 
pieces, and cooked in the jackets, ½ cup chopped celery, 
salt, pepper, ½ cup mayo, ¼ cup sour cream, ¼ cup 
whole grain mustard, 6 chopped green onions, ½ pound 
chopped bacon, 3 chopped eggs, chopped parsley, papri-
ka, ½ diced red onion, 2 tbls apple cider vinegar. Cook 
potatoes 8-10 minutes until just tender. Drain and add 
red onion and vinegar. Cover and cool potatoes to room 
temperature, add remaining ingredients, chill 4hours.

1 lb. finely shredded cabbage, 1/3 cup each mayo 
with sour cream, 1 julienne cut red pepper; 2 carrots 
julienne cut, 4 green onions chopped, 2 tbls chopped 
cilantro, 1Tbls apple cider vinegar, ½ tsp celery seeds, 
¼ tsp salt, ¼ tsp cumin, ¼ tsp cayenne pepper. Combine 
all ingredients. Place in colander and drain. Refrigerate 
until ready to serve for a spicy coleslaw.

Water melon is summer staple. Slice it for the kids and 
cut it into chunks and season with a little salt, Chile pow-
der, lime juice, and crumbled feta cheese for the adults

The most important thing is to enjoy the day with your 
family and friends. Kick back and relax with a summer 
shandy or beverage of your choice, and don’t forget to 
use as much disposable service ware as possible. You 
don’t want to be cleaning up all night. Casual is OK.

I’d love to hear what some of your favorite BBQ recipes 
are. Send them to me at jimaugustfood @yahoo.com. 
Have a safe Memorial Day.

mailto:megangrealy%40dreamtown.com?subject=
http://www.peggykinnanes.com
mailto:gaelicimportschicago%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:?subject=


A Good Read Just Got Better!

While many major papers are 
going smaller all over the coun-
try, Irish American News has 
decided We are going Bigger!

Thanks to our advertisers, 
we have never missed a publi-
cation in our 30+ year history- 
which included the economic 
crash of 2008, and the recent 
pandemic.

Our paper will now be 11 
inches wide by 16.5 inches 
high, with approximately 29% 
more space on a page. The 
type size will be  a tad larger 
and easier to read.

This will allow us to print 
more editorial, accommodate 
larger ads, and offer more sizes 
for those on a tight budget.

Our rates, to the right, are 
almost the same rates we 
charged for the smaller size 
1/4, half and full page ads!

If you would like a complete 
media kit which includes spec-
ifications for all sizes, simply 
email cliff@irishamerican-
news.com and we will send you 
the 4-page pdf, or a 4 page jpg 
copy, which-ever you prefer.

FOR OUR DISTRIBUTORS
and those who would like 

to distribute IAN (free to your 
customers), the new size paper 
will fit into the newsracks we 
currently provide, and they will 
fit into the countertop racks we 
provide as well.

NEW ADVERTISER SPECIAL
To celebrate our larger edition, 

new advertisers who would like 
to give our paper a try, can take 
advantage of
Classified ads - $25 a column  inch
Display ads from the smallest to 
1/5th page at 10% off
Display ads 1/4 or larger 15% off. 
(Offer good from May 10 thru June 
10, 2022)

 Call 312-498-1337
cliff@irishamericannews.com

http://www.irishamericannews.com


56       Irish American News	                “WE’VE ALWAYS BEEN GREEN!”	    M AY  2 0 2 2

MCNULTY 
IRISH DANCERS
Adult & Children Classes 

(3 years and older) 
8 locations in 

Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin plus 
new virtual classes for all ages - 

Contact: 
Barbara McNulty Heneghan 

224-639-8644 
email: mcnultydancers@aol.com 
www.mcnultyirishdancers.com

DANCE LESSONS

Law Offices of  Thomas W. Lynch, P.C.
Thomas W. Lynch   Noreen C. Lennon   Robert W. Maucker

Solving Debt Issues for Business and Individuals
9231 South Robert Road, Hickory Hills, IL 60457

(708) 598-5999

We are a debt relief  agency.  Our services can include helping 
people and businesses file for relief  under the bankruptcy code

Primary Season is Here–
Don’t Forget to Vote!

For many, Spring is a time of new beginnings–an op-
portunity to spread seeds in one’s garden, or perhaps to 
clean house. But an oft-overlooked part of springtime is 
the lead-up to the primary elections in June.

Participating in your party’s primary election is the 
best way to make your vision for the future of the party 
a reality. In these elections, voters pick the candidates 
they believe have the best shot of winning in the general 
election against the opposing party’s nominee. During 
presidential election years, primaries are thrust into 
the spotlight as Democrats and Republicans across the 
country whittle down the list of candidates until they 
coalesce behind the person they believe best represents 
the party’s values and who has the best shot of winning a 
general election. In 2016, Democrats believed that person 

was Hillary Clinton, and Republicans believed 
that person was Donald Trump.

But between presidential elections, many 
people tend to push government affairs to the 
back of their minds. Sure, you might see an 
occasional campaign sign in your neighbor’s 

lawn, but let’s be honest: who has time to keep up with 
everything going on in the political world? After all, there 
are so many layers to understanding the latest happenings 
on the local, state, and federal levels of government.

I definitely understand the impulse to simply ignore pol-
itics in the little downtime we get between presidential 
election cycles. But, lest we forget, midterm elections 
are equally as important (if not more important!) as 
presidential elections. This year, Illinois Governor J.B. 
Pritzker is up for re-election, as is U.S. Senator Tammy 
Duckworth and the entire U.S. House delegation from 
Illinois. Longtime Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White 
is wrapping up his final term in office, and the race to 
replace him has at times already been contentious. 
Illinois General Assembly members are now kicking their 
re-election campaigns into full gear. And, on the local 
level, county board officials, assessors, and city council 
seats are all up for grabs.

Remember: the people running for these 
positions could be in a place 2 or 6 years from 
now to run for President of the United States. 
Look at Ronald Reagan, who launched his 
presidential bid after two terms as governor 
of California. Freshman U.S. Senator Barack 
Obama was a little-known figure in the political 
world until he dazzled Americans on the prima-
ry debate stage with his charisma and charm.

Primary elections can also serve another 
function: to oust incumbent members of the 

party constituents are dissatisfied with. Take, for exam-
ple, U.S. Rep. Dan Lipinski. In 2020, after 15 years as a 
congressman, Lipinski lost a primary election to now-U.S. 
Rep. Marie Newman. The people of Illinois’ 3rd congres-
sional district decided that Rep. Lipinski no longer shared 
their vision for the community and instead nominated 
Newman to face the Republican nominee in the 2020 
general election. She went on to win that election, and 
is now a Congresswoman.

Additionally, Illinois has taken great strides to make 
voting easier for its citizenry. A recent law signed by Gov. 
Pritzker allows County Clerks to give their voters the 
option to permanently sign up to receive mail-in ballots 
for all elections. This means that, after filling out one 
initial application, voters will receive a mail-in ballot for 
all future elections until they opt-out. DuPage County has 
already implemented this system, meaning that voters 
can apply today and receive mail-in ballots for all future 
elections they are eligible to vote in.

Voting by mail gives citizens time to research candi-
dates with their ballots in front of them and has the added 
benefit of providing an avenue for full-time workers to 
fulfill their civic duty without giving up a cent of their pay.

Given all of the above, I urge all of my readers to vote 
in the Illinois primary election on June 28th. For those 
of you who are not registered to vote or don’t know if 
you are, visit www.ova.elections.il.gov. To find out more 
about early and absentee voting in your area, visit the 
website of your county clerk. Democrat or Republican, 
we all have an opportunity to make a difference in our 
communities this year. So go out and vote!

mailto:joemcshanemusic%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.sheehyfh.com/
http://www.mcnultyirishdancers.com
http://www.euroshippers.com/
mailto:garlandflowers%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.ova.elections.il.gov
http://www.windycityirishradio.com
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Voice of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago
   By Kevin Fitzpatrick, Senior 
   Director of Annual Giving
When I began working at Catholic Char-

ities last November, I was thrilled to join 
an organization rooted in faith tradition. 
Over these past months, the dedicated 
staff I have met and the outstanding ser-
vices I have witnessed have only increased 
my excitement about working for such a 
dynamic and mission-driven organization. 

One of my duties at Catholic Charities 
is to oversee our annual Mother’s Day 
campaign, which provides critical funding 
for our most needed services. That role 
has turned out to be a personal blessing 
for me because I’ve learned about the 
numerous and impressive ways Catholic 
Charities serves mothers facing challeng-
es at all stages of the lifecycle. I’ve also 
developed an even greater appreciation 
for what some mothers endure, including 
my own mother. 

When I picture my mother, I think about 
her unyielding faith, her resilience, and 
her quiet strength. She has weathered 
a storm of adversity in her life, yet has 
always been there for me. I think many 
of us are accustomed to seeing mothers 
as pillars of strength—unshakable and 
formidable. Steadying our first steps, 
healing our wounds, nourishing our bodies 
and spirits, launching us in our careers, 
supporting us as we start families of our 
own…Mothers are there for us through 
every season of our lives…but who is there 
for them? 

Especially in these challenging times, 
many mothers have had their resilience 
tested in more ways than ever. Getting 
through the height of the pandemic was 
challenging enough, and now they must 
confront the economic and health reper-
cussions of the pandemic—most of which 
are disproportionately affecting mothers 
of color, single mothers, and those living 
on a low income. Many mothers who were 

struggling before the pandemic are now 
facing even greater challenges. 

Catholic Charities is honored to be there 
for mothers in need. Nearly 60 percent 
of the people who seek help from Cath-
olic Charities are women, most of them 
mothers and grandmothers. Whether we 
are helping a mother who unexpectedly 
loses her job, copes with the death of 
her spouse, escapes an abusive partner, 
struggles to provide food and safe housing 
for her children, or endures a health crisis, 
Catholic Charities is there. From helping 
pregnant mothers deliver and care for 
healthy babies to supporting aging moth-
ers and grandmothers, Catholic Charities 
offers a full range of services across the 
lifecycle. 

In my short time with Catholic Charities, 
I have been wholly inspired by the quality 
of our services and the personalized care 
given. Steeped in our faith tradition, 
Catholic Charities shows each person who 
walks through our doors—including and 
especially mothers—the mercy and support 
they and their families need to live with 
the dignity God intended for them. Our 
professional, comprehensive, and cus-
tomized approach to working with people 
and communities makes Catholic Charities 
uniquely equipped to help mothers during 
all seasons of life. 

As we honor and celebrate mothers and 
motherhood, consider making a contribu-
tion to Catholic Charities Mother’s Day 
Collection. Your gift can provide strength 
and comfort to mothers in great need. 
Contributions can be made during the 
second collection in parishes on Mother’s 
Day, anytime at www.catholiccharities.
net/donate, or mail your gift to Catholic 
Charities, 75 Remittance Dr., Dept. 1623, 
Chicago, IL 60675-1623. Mothers support 
us through every season of our lives. 

Let’s support them through every season 
of theirs.

Just a small part of the huge crowd that attend the highly successful
J.O. Strong Benefit at the Irish American Heritage Center in April, 2022 

http://www.sexoncompletecare.com
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Financial Literacy: Impacting Our 
Children and Future Generations

By Brendan Houlihan
Our kids are always learning 

in elementary school and high 
school. The core subjects teach 
the fundamentals that are critical 
to their educational foundation. 
History, mathematics, science and 
social studies all play major roles 
in developing their future! 

What about financial literacy?
Let us not forget financial lit-

eracy, the skills and disciplines 
of understanding of how money 
affects our lives is always a timely 
lesson to pursue. Financial literacy 
taught at an early age benefit not 
only adults, but it can also have a 
profound impact on the younger 
generation too.

As an after-school program at 
Saint Michael’s School in Orland 
Park, I challenged the students 
with the “Learn to Earn” class. 
I introduced and instructed kids 
from 5th grade to 8th grade on 
the basics of financial literacy. 
The goal was to create an interest 
and understanding of topics that 
will come to play in their lives. 
This program initiates conversa-
tions and discussions not only in 
the classroom but also in their 
homes as well. Moreover, these 
are the same discussions I have 
in client meetings in 
my financial advisor 
role. This jump start 
for these children is 

excellent value.
Topics covered:
•Budgets and the effects 
 on debt and credit. 
•Why do we need insurance 
 and what role does it play? 
•Compound interest 
 and the Rule of 72. 
•How are my earnings taxed? 
•Understanding inflation. 
•Impact of early 
 spender vs early saver.

•Roth IRAs. 
It is hard to play the game if you 

do not know the rules!
Save More for Tomorrow, TODAY!
-Brendan Houlihan, a fiduciary, 

is Financial Advisor at BFH Wealth 
Management and creator of the 
Learn to Earn Investment program 
for children. Member of Ed Slott’s 
Elite IRA Advisor Group.
 bfhwealthmanagement.com 
(708)280-8753, brendan@BFH-
WealthManagement.com 

Thanks to all who 
supported Gaelic 
Park’s St Vincent 

DePaul weekend. 
With your help we 
filled two trailers 
with clothes and 
household items. This 
helped to provide for 
those in need. 

mailto:gadabouttravel%40hotmail.com?subject=
http://bfhwealthmanagement.com
mailto:brendan%40BFHWealthManagement.com?subject=
mailto:brendan%40BFHWealthManagement.com?subject=
http://www.irishann.com
http://www.globalirishradio.com
mailto:galwayarms%40gmail.com?subject=
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Lest We Forget:
One Night in 
September, 1982

Tragic it most certainly was. 
A truly awful incident that left a 
31-year-old man, Declan Flynn, 
bleeding his life away in Dublin’s 
Fairview Park. 

However, it must not be con-
strued as murder. When the case 
came to trial and the five young 
men who had beaten Mr. Flynn 
with fists, boots and sticks until 
the blood came spraying out of 
him, stood before the Judge, Jus-
tice Seán Gannon was at pains to 
point that out. It was not murder. 

“It’s important the public 
should know it could never have 
been murder, although it was an 
appalling thing for Declan Flynn 
and his family”, he said. Well, at 
least he recognized that it was 
an appalling thing. It’s not much, 
but at least he recognized that; 
although it didn’t stop him from 
letting all these upstanding young 
men walk free.

They weren’t really that bad, 
anyway. The local priest and GAA 
official had both stepped boldly 
forward to attest to their ‘good 
character’. Shame on them. 

Just…shame on them. 
But at the end of the day, what 

harm had they done, really? It 
was only what they thought was 
a steamer that these alpha male 
heroes had beaten to death. It 
was only a bender. Doesn’t matter 
that they may have gotten that 
detail wrong. It was only high 
spirits. And, of course, it was a 
crime to be a bender or a steamer 
in 1982, so sure, what harm?

They came from good homes – 
yes, that hoary old chestnut – and 
there was “no element of correc-
tion required”, the learned Judge 
emphasized, adding: “While I 
must demonstrate the abhorrence 
of the community by imposing 
sentences, I don’t think it neces-
sary to be served immediately by 
detention.”

Again, the learned Judge got 
one thing right – the abhorrence 
of the community, although that 
was also something he woefully 
underestimated.

Declan Flynn’s killing took 
place in 1982, forty years ago. 
I was working in Limerick at the 
time, in another life. Yet the 
shock we experienced when those 
five walked free is as fresh in my 
mind today as it was then. 

‘Outrage’ is used so prevalent-

ly now that it’s a word that has 
almost lost all meaning; but the 
outrage then was cold and pure 
and clear and showed no sign 
of dissipating in the weeks and 
months that followed. For these 
fine men of good families showed 
absolutely no remorse whatever. 
Indeed, they had already admit-
ted to at least 20 other beatings 
being dished out in the previous 
six weeks. They would go into the 
park with their girlfriends but if 
they were ‘working’ that night, 
the girls would go home early. 

Yes, it really is mind-boggling. 
When they celebrated on the 

evening of their release, having 
gotten away with murder, one 
of the triumphalist songs they 
danced to was Freddy Mercury’s 
‘We Are the Champions’. Ironic 
that they were dancing to the 
music of a gay man when that was 
what the beatings were about. 

‘Queer-bashing’ it was known 
as then. Up there with ‘Paki-bash-
ing’ [Pakistani or Indian people]. 
And gays themselves were known 
as ‘queers’ or ‘steamers’ or 
‘benders’. God knows where such 
an ugly phrase had originated – 
London or Glasgow or Manchester, 
I suppose – but by 1982 it had well 
and truly arrived in Dublin.

And let’s not kid ourselves. 
We’re beyond that, surely. Let’s 
not lie to ourselves. There was 
a tacit approval among certain 
sections that there was nothing 
wrong with a few steamers get-
ting a good hiding to teach them a 
lesson. Sure, beating one to death 
might be going a BIT too far but 
youthful high spirits and all that. 

The 5 who were responsible for 
the death of Mr. Flynn and the 
beatings of 20 others were known 
as The Rollers and seem to have 
seen themselves as some sort of 
vigilante group out to hurt those 
who were different. Teach them 
a lesson, like. And just as their 
girlfriends knew what they were 
up to, reading back through the 
statements, it’s obvious at least 
some of the parents did as well.

How proud you must have been 
of your offspring, especially the 
lady – and I use that word advised-
ly – who told her son to cover his 
ass when it looked like a murder 
charge. Charming. 

Judge Gannon again: “Appar-
ently your decision was made with 
some degree of haste, and there 
is doubt about your assessment of 
the situation”. Take a moment to 
get your head around that one, if 
you would. Because I’m going to 
be honest with you and say that 
I can’t understand at all what he 
was saying.

“Assessment of the situation?” 
Are you joking? Seriously, was 
this utter clown of a judge ever 
for real? These hoodlums were 
not assessing anything. This was 
not one of your debating society 
chinwags at Trinity, this was a man 
being kicked to death.

For the record, these fine young 
men that Gannon seems to have 
been so enthralled with were: 
Anthony Maher (19); Robert Alan 
Armstrong (18); Patrick Kavanagh 
(18); Colm Donovan (17) and – hor-
rifyingly – a 14-year-old who was 
never named for legal reasons.

Armstrong (who along with 
Maher was in the Air Corps): “A 
few of us had been queer-bashing 
for about six weeks before and 
battered about twenty steamers. 
We used to grab them. If they hit 
back, we gave it to them.” 

I’m not a learned judge; I nev-
er had the education that Judge 
Gannon had. But that would have 
been enough for me to determine 
Armstrong’s character. 

Nor did this pig stay out of trou-
ble. Several years later he and a 
thug called Paul Davis waited until 
the husband of a 7 months preg-
nant woman was at work. Then 
they broke into her home and 
threatened to kick her stomach 
in if she did not submit to rape. 

They fed her children sweets to 
keep them quiet. It’s little details 
like that which keep me awake 
at night.

If Gannon had locked Armstrong 
up when he should have, that 
horror would have been averted. 
Armstrong got ten years this time 
(a miserable amount in my opin-
ion; I’d have gone for castration 
without anesthetic, but that’s 
just me); but I suppose it’s just 
as well it wasn’t Gannon who 
was in court. He would probably 
have argued that just as murder 
wasn’t murder because it was only 
a steamer, this wasn’t really rape. 

Snapshots from long ago: -
Association of Garda Sergeants 

following the non- sentencing: 
“What is the use of sending them 
back to their parents when paren-
tal control has obviously broken 
down? What sort of control is 
being exercised in their homes if 
14- and 18-year-olds can beat a 
man to death?”

Banner displayed during 
demonstration march through 
the areas where the killers lived: 
“Parents of gays love their chil-
dren.” 

Killer and rapist Robert Alan 
Armstrong: “There’s not much 
to think about when you’ve just 
killed a bloke, except what’s 
going to happen and when they’ll 
come for you.”

As I write this on Easter Sunday, 
40 years after Declan Flynn was 
murdered, there are 19 wars go-
ing on across the globe, including 
the new one in Ukraine. There’s 
nothing we can do about that; we 
are a sick, twisted and warlike 
species and nothing will ever 
change that. 

But also this week in Ireland 
one man was beaten and hospi-
talized in Dublin; and another 
two were murdered because of 
their sexuality. And maybe that’s 
something we CAN do something 
about. Because if you are hurting 
people because they are having 
consensual sex, well…that’s in-
sanity, isn’t it?

Judge Seán Gannon was 65 
when he let the killers of Declan 
Flynn walk out of his courtroom. 
He always refused to comment on 
the case. However, he does seem 
to have gotten tough on crime. 
Several months after freeing Mr. 
Flynn’s killers and some years 
before Armstrong would rape a 
pregnant woman, he came down 
hard with a straight to jail card 
for a rather unfortunate and 
strangely sad person who had 
stolen a handbag.

He died peacefully in his sleep 
in 2011, surrounded by children, 
grandchildren and great-grand-
children. 

Quite a contrast to Declan Fly-
nn, bleeding out on a lonely night 
in September, 1982. 

It’s a funny thing, the law.
charleybrady@gmail.com 

http://www.galenawedding.info
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‘We’ve Always Been Green’, is 
the slogan of Irish American News. 
The color green is most often asso-
ciated with Ireland and the Irish, 
the term green is also used to refer 
to anything that benefits the en-
vironment. Environmentalists and 
activists encourage people to “go 
green” promoting the preservation 
and the responsible use of natural 
resources. Recycling, reusing and 
reducing resources are key actions 
to help make a positive impact 
on the environment and human 
health, for example repairing or 
mending rather than buying new 
are simple ways to be green.

Lately, the concept of a ‘sustain-
ability’ has expanded the green 
movement by focusing more on 
future impacts of being green. 
Sustainability presumes that re-
sources are finite and includes long 

term goals and priorities on using 
resources wisely. Sustainability is 
a holistic value that reflects envi-
ronmental, social and economic 
concerns. Simply put, sustain-
ability is about how we will leave 
the world to our children and 
grandchildren.

This column is dedicated to all 
things green and sustainable high-
lighting Chicago and Ireland, and 
will feature people, businesses, 
organizations, products, news and 
events that have made a commit-
ment to being sustainable.

Earth day is celebrated annually 
by more than a billion people as 
a day of action to change human 
behavior and create global, na-
tional and local policies to protect 
our planet.

2020 was the 50th anniversary 
of the mobilization of Earth Day, 

with Covid 19 restrictions in 
place, many events were delayed 
or cancelled, including the 2020 
Irish American Hall of Fame Gala. 
In April the Class of 2020 was 
recognized, and on the list of 
very notable inductees is Rachel 
Carson, a scientist of Irish descent 

She was a marine biologist for 
the US Bureau of Fisheries who, 
in the 1950’s, began writing about 
conservation and the environmen-
tal problems caused by synthetic 
pesticides. Her deep passion for 
nature inspired the bestselling 
book, Silent Spring (1962) which 
ultimately led to a reversal in 
national pesticide policy and the 
banning DDT and other pesticides. 
Silent Spring is also credited with 
inspiring the modern environmen-
tal movement, and to the creation 
of the Environmental Protection 
Agency in 1970. 

In 1966, in cooperation with 
the State of Maine, The Rachel 
Carson National Wildlife Refuge 
was established along 50 miles of 
coastal Maine and includes over 
5,300 acres of protected New 
England forests. 

A contemporary Irish woman 
who has also made significant 
strides in climate justice is Mary 
Robinson, the first female Presi-
dent of Ireland and former UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights. 
She is a passionate advocate for 
gender equality, peaceful human 
dignity and climate justice.

Mary Robinson is a globally rec-
ognized voice on climate change 
and frequently highlights the need 
for drastic action from world lead-
ers, among her many accolades 
and achievements, in 2018 she 
published Climate Justice -Hope, 
Resilience, and The Fight For 
A Sustainable Future. She re-
lays engaging stories of unlikely 
activists, mostly women, whose 
communities have experienced 
firsthand the devastating effects 
of global warming and have made 
extraordinary accomplishments. 
The resounding message through-
out the book is that small local 
actions of the least powerful can 
grow into a global movement for 
positive change. 

One might compare the global 
sustainable/green movement to 
the old tradition of cooperation 

in Ireland where farmers turn to 
each other at times of harvest to 
lighten each other’s load, known 
as a Meitheal (meh-hill]). On this 
Earth Day let’s recognize the im-
portance of a global Meitheal for 
amplified action on sustainability.

The City of Chicago recently up-
dated its Climate Action Plan with 
goals to reduce carbon emissions 
increasing household savings, 
advancing environmental justice, 
and improving community health. 

For more information and to 
read the 2022 action plan visit: 
www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/
climate-action-plan/home.html. 

Learn more about Earth Day 
and ways to participate at www.
earthday.org. 

Have a green or sustainable 
business, product, or event you 
would like to be highlighted here? 
Reach out to Anne Marie McIntyre 
at anchaintghlas@gmail.com with 
your information.

The Beat Cop
The remarkable story of how 

modern Irish music was shaped 
and spread by one brash Chicago 
police chief.

“A thorough and 
sometimes surprising 
lens into how Irish 
music in the US came 
to be codified and 
understood.”

—Library Journal 
Irish music as we 

know it today was 
invented not just in 
the cobbled lanes of Dublin or the 
green fields of County Kerry, but 
also in the burgeoning metropolis 
of early-twentieth-century Chica-
go. The genre’s history combines a 
long folk tradition with one man’s 
curatorial quirks: Francis O’Neill, 
a larger-than-life Chicago police 
chief and an Irish immigrant with 
a fervent interest in his home 
country’s music. 

Michael O’Malley’s The Beat 
Cop tells the story of this singular 
figure, from his birth in Ireland 
in 1865 to his rough-and-tumble 
early life in the US. By 1901, 

O’Neill had worked his way up 
to become Chicago’s chief of 
police, where he developed new 
methods of tracking criminals and 

recording their iden-
tities. At the same 
time, he also obses-
sively tracked and 
recorded the music 
he heard from local 
Irish immigrants, en-
forcing a strict view 
of what he felt was 
and wasn’t authentic. 
Chief O’Neill’s police 

work and his musical work were 
flip sides of the same coin, and 
O’Malley delves deep into how 
this brash immigrant harnessed 
his connections and policing skills 
to become the foremost shaper of 
how Americans see, and hear, the 
music of Ireland. 

“Vivid, eloquent, and highly 
engaging, The Beat Cop sparkles 
with insights about immigration, 
community, and popular cul-
ture.”—Kevin Kenny, author of 
The American Irish: A History 

tmcgaughey@uchicago.edu
Buy Book Here

Kitchen Party Ceili Radio 
9pm Central on WICR FM 88.7 or www.wicronline.org. Monday 
4pm Central on WXTF 97.9 FM in Harrisville, Michigan, Friday 
6:30 am Central on Blues & Roots Radio, bluesandrootsradio.com

https://www.winstonsmarket.net
http://www.burkeswhistles.com
http://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/climate-action-plan/home.html
http://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/climate-action-plan/home.html
http://www.earthday.org
http://www.earthday.org
http://anchaintghlas@gmail.com
http://tmcgaughey@uchicago.edu
https://cdcshoppingcart.uchicago.edu/Cart2/ChicagoBook?ISBN=9780226818702&PRESS=CHICAGO
http://www.wicronline.org
http://www.wicronline.org
https://www.bluesandrootsradio.com/
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Coffee Success Rests on the Big 
Shoulders of Tim and Pat Coonan

Big Shoulders Coffee is known 
for their freshly roasted artisan 
coffee and welcoming cafes. But 
behind the eponymous brand 
are years of experience, talent 
and passion brought to bear by 
Chicago couple and co-found-
ers, Tim and Patricia Coonan. 

“I’ve always loved Chicago’s 
roll-up-your-sleeves attitude,” 
said Tim. “Let’s get some-
thing accomplished, let’s get 
it done.”

But let’s back up. Tim’s jour-
ney as an entrepreneur begins 
as the classic Irish immigrant 
story. His paternal grandfather 
left Cork after WWI for the U.S. 
He landed in Newburgh, New 
York and worked on the Hudson 
River docks until his death in 
the 1950s. Tim’s father moved 
from New York to Indiana to play 

early 20s and completed stints 
in prestigious restaurants in 
France and Italy. After returning 
stateside, he attended culinary 

school at Johnson & Wales 
University, finally arriving to 
Chicago in the late 80s. 

 “You absolutely as 
an entrepreneur 

have to believe that 
you’re going to find 

success. Dive in 
with both feet first 
and believe in what 
you’re doing. It’s 

like being in love – 
you’re either in or 

you’re out!”
 Tim Coonan

Co-Founders of Big Shoulders CoffeeCo-Founders of Big Shoulders Coffee
Tim and Patricia CoonanTim and Patricia Coonan

Irish Art Exhibit at Notre Dame’s Snite Museum Ends 5-15
The year 1922 marked a turn-

ing point for Ireland: the modern 
Irish state was essentially found-
ed with the signing of the An-
glo-Irish Treaty; James Joyce’s 
novel Ulysses was published; 
and the Irish Race Congress, a 
conference with an accompa-
nying art exhibition that aimed 
to redefine Irish identity for an 
international audience, took 
place in Paris.

One hundred years later, 
Who Do We Say We Are? Irish 
Art 1922-2022 explores the 
connection between some Irish 
artists working today and their 
counterparts presented in the 
Exposition d’Art Irlandais, the 
exhibition of Irish art held in 
Paris in 1922.

Paintings from the O’Brien 
Collection by Seán Keating, Jack 
B. Yeats, and Paul Henry—artists 
who participated in the 1922 
exhibition—are juxtaposed with 
works by contemporary artists 
Patrick Graham, Hughie O’Dono-
ghue, and Diana Copperwhite, 
among others, to explore issues 
of national identity rooted in 
the diaspora and landscape. 
An “In Dialogue” presentation 
of the Snite Museum’s recent 
acquisition of Walter Osborne’s 

painting At the Breakfast Table 
(1894) rounds out the discus-
sion of home and homecoming. 
And, expanding into the realm 
of photography, a selection of 
Ireland’s rural landscapes by 
Amelia Stein, RHA, engages epic 
legends and folkloric memories 
to reveal history and an evolving 
culture.

The exhibition is accompanied 
by a fully illustrated catalogue 
published by the O’Brien Collec-
tion with contributions by Billy 
Shorthall of Trinity College Dub-
lin, Roísín Kennedy of University 
College Dublin, Aileen Dillane 
of the University of Limerick, 
and David Acton of the Snite 
Museum. New recordings of 
Irish music inspired by the art 
complement the exhibition. The 
virtual recreation of the 1922 
Exposition d’Art Irlandais that 

will be available online through 
Trinity College Dublin is a nota-
ble contribution to Irish studies 
and a welcome resource for 
scholars and enthusiasts alike.

 This exhibition is made pos-
sible through the support of the 
Kathleen and Richard Champlin 
Endowment for Exhibitions, the 

Milly and Fritz Kaeser Endow-
ment for Photography, and the 
Irish Government through the 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
and the Decade of Centenaries 
programme. Special gratitude is 
extended to The O’Brien Collec-
tion, lenders to the Exhibition 
and The Keough-Naughton Insti-
tute for Irish studies, Exhibition 
and Programming Partners.

h t tp s :// sn i tea r tmuse -
um.nd.edu/exh ib i t i on s/
upcoming-exhibitions/who-
do -we- say -we-a re - i r i sh -
art-1922-2022/

Image.Hughie O’Donoghue 
(British b. 1953), Revolution 
Cottage, 2014, Oil on canvas

college baseball, later moving 
to Fort Wayne for a coaching 
job. And there, in the heart of 
the Midwest, Tim was born and 
raised. He grew up on a farm 
with a deep appreciation for 
local ingredients and flavors, 
and early aspirations to become 
a chef. 

Tim moved to Europe in his 

“If I wanted to be in the Mid-
west and continue to grow my 
skillsets, Chicago was really the 
place to go,” said Tim. He served 
as a Sous Chef at Gordon and 
later became Chef-de-Cuisine at 
Spiaggia, where he met Patricia 
and stayed for nine years until 
P.F. Chang’s recruited him as a 
partner and regional chef. 

 “What I learned from P.F. 
Chang’s was more of a balanced 
lifestyle,” said Tim, who made 
the conscious decision to be 
more present when his daughter 
Kate was born. “Also, I learned 
how to manage a business.” 

But his secret weapon? 
Co-founder Patricia, who spent 
12 years as CFO of LFP Restau-
rant Management. “There’s no 
mom-and-pop business our size 

that has her experience and 
knowledge,” said Tim.

Together, the Coonans grew 
Big Shoulders Coffee from a 
hobby into a recognizable and 
popular brand. Their head-
quarters and roastery is located 
in Pilsen and they have four 
active cafes (down from seven 
pre-pandemic) in West Town, 
Gold Coast and the Loop in 
addition to a presence at Mid-

way Airport. The family lives in 
Ukrainian Village, their daugh-
ter is now 15 years old, and they 
are as busy as ever.

“You absolutely as an entre-
preneur have to believe that 
you’re going to find success,” 
said Tim. “Dive in with both feet 
first and believe in what you’re 
doing. It’s like being in love – 
you’re either in or you’re out.”

In the end, he said success 
comes down to providing the 
best product and service to the 
customer and community. “It’s 
chopping wood and carrying 
water – doing that every day, 
day in and day out.”

Best of luck to the Coonans 
from Cork. 

Beyond their brick-and-
mortar cafes, Big Shoulders 
Coffee is also available for 
order: https://www.bigshoul-
derscoffee.com. 

http://www.dreamtown.com
https://sniteartmuseum.nd.edu/exhibitions/upcoming-exhibitions/who-do-we-say-we-are-irish-art-1922-2
https://sniteartmuseum.nd.edu/exhibitions/upcoming-exhibitions/who-do-we-say-we-are-irish-art-1922-2
https://sniteartmuseum.nd.edu/exhibitions/upcoming-exhibitions/who-do-we-say-we-are-irish-art-1922-2
https://sniteartmuseum.nd.edu/exhibitions/upcoming-exhibitions/who-do-we-say-we-are-irish-art-1922-2
https://sniteartmuseum.nd.edu/exhibitions/upcoming-exhibitions/who-do-we-say-we-are-irish-art-1922-2
 https://www.bigshoulderscoffee.com
 https://www.bigshoulderscoffee.com
https://www.bigshoulderscoffee.com/
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Larry Kirwan’s Bright, Shining, Dancing, Moment - A Review of Paradise Square on Broadway
Paradise Square at Ethel 

Barrymore Theater, 47th St/
Broadway, NYC, 3-26, 2022
 By Bill Nevins
Paradise Square, the big-time 

Broadway production which has 
evolved from Larry Kirwan’s 
acclaimed 2012 off-Broadway 
play Hard Times, is a rousing 
musical extravaganza full of 
dancing, loving, singing, free-
dom and joy! And fierce 
defiance of bigotry and 
repression! Black 47 fans 
(like myself) who fondly 
recall the band’s blissful 
25 years of dancing- rock 
concerts and Larry Kir-
wan’s roof-raising anthem 
“Five Points” from the 
Green Suede Shoes album 
will feel comfortably back 
at home in Nelly O’Brien 
(Joaquina Kalukango)’s 
Paradise Square pub en-
sconced in the heart of 
the early 1860s Five Points 
lower-Manhattan slum. 
Indeed, seated in the lux-
urious Barrymore Theater front 
row, we could scarcely keep 
ourselves from leaping up and 
dancing along. And when Kalu-
kango brought the house down 
with her fierce, show-stopping 
rendition of “Let It Burn!”, the 
entire audience was on its feet 
applauding and there was nary a 
dry eye in the place!

Yes, the Five Points may have 
been attacked and partially 
burned-down during the 1863 
Draft Riots, but the hard-bit-
ten, good-humored cross-cul-
tural communal spirit that had 
been birthed there lives on in 
the joyous imaginative vision 
of Paradise Square, a sort 
of working-class variation on 
Camelot—“for one brief shining 
moment” deep in the darkest 
hard- times of old New York City 
and America’s Civil War that just 
might reignite and illuminate 
our troubled America and world 
today. This play is a glorious cel-
ebration of that shining moment.

The Broadway production is a 
grandly collaborative achieve-
ment. Christina Anderson and 
Craig Lucas share book-writing 

credits with Kirwan, while Jason 
Howland wrote most of the play’s 
music with additional music 
by Kirwan inspired by Stephen 
Foster. The play’s lyrics were 
penned by Nathan Tysen and Masi 
Asare. Moisés Kaufman directs 
the play and

Garth Drabinsky is the produc-
er. Bill T. Jones brilliantly choreo-
graphs almost-constant dancing 

which contrasts and blends Irish 
leaping step-dance with beauti-
ful West African rhythmic moves. 
This play’s essential emotional 
impact is conveyed via phenom-
enal dancing and singing. The 
cast is very large, and like the 
gracefully rotating sets, they 
seem to be in almost perpetual 
motion. It’s a true thrill-ride!

Lead dancer/singer roles in-
clude war-widow Nelly O’Brien 
(Kalukango), her confidant Annie 
Lewis (Chilina Kennedy, brightly 
played by understudy Kennedy 
Caughell at our performance), 
Irish immigrant and draft-resistor 
Owen Duigan (smashingly danced 

by A.J. Shiveley), defiant refugee 
from enslavement Washington 
Henry (Sidney DuPont, danced 
heroically by Jay McKenzie at 
our performance). They are 
supported ably by Matt Bogart 
as the misled demagogue Lucky 
Mike Quinlan, John Dossett as the 
evilly-plotting politician Frederic 
Tiggens, Nathaniel Stampley as 
Underground Railroad conduc-

tor Rev. Lewis, Gabrielle 
McClinton as the beautiful 
“Gentle Annie” Angelina 
Baker and so many more 
fine actor/dancers. 

The character of the 
drunken piano- man “Mil-
ton Moore” (played by Ja-
cob Fishel) is an assumed 
identity for song writer 
Stephen Foster, who has 
a shakey and unintention-
ally- treacherous standing 
in the Five Points milieu. 
Foster’s “Camptown Rac-
es” and “Gentle Annie” 
drift into the show in eerily 
re-heard contexts. Misap-

plied cultural appropriation is a 
revealing sub-text here as the 
pathetic voyeur Foster distorts 
work songs and genuine suffer-
ers’ laments into noxious parlor 
entertainments.

Over a post-performance pint 
of Guinness at Rosie O’Grady’s 
upscale saloon on 7th Avenue 
at 52nd Street, Larry Kirwan 
recalled that he conceived of 
Nelly O’Brien’s powerful, re-
silient pub-mistress when he 
recalled the strong women of 
color who often managed the 
Manhattan after - hours social-
izing and dancing clubs Kirwan 
and his literary and musical pals 

frequented during the 1970s and 
early 1980s. “All kinds of people 
came in there, of whatever skin 
color or social status, and not all 
of them were the most sober or 
tamest sorts, yet no one ever got 
into fights and the party rolled 
on, great fun, grand craic. And 
those strong women in charge 
kept things peaceful and friend-
ly,” reminisced Kirwan, adding 
that “as I thought about those 
New York clubs later, I had a very 
clear vision that such a safe and 
friendly place might have existed 
as a pub even in the heart of the 
rough, rowdy Five Points.

Kirwan’s artistic-historical 
conception of Paradise Square 
stands in sharp contrast to the 
warring-tribes Five Points scenar-
io presented in Martin Scorcese’s 
film Gangs of New York. The Five 
Points of Paradise Square is a 
place where folks of divergent 
origins, skin colors and social sta-
tus—black, white, Irish, German, 
African, immigrant, free-born 

or escaped from enslavement 
by Southern planters or British 
colonialists.

Larry Kirwan, over his many 
creative decades has always 
given us clear-eyed political and 
historical revelations along with 
liberating musical revelry.

His Broadway hit play is no 
exception to that tradition. And 
in this time of uncertainty and 
war, we need such clarity and 
glimmers of resurgent hope. 
One hopes the good people of 
Ukraine will find their way to 
a place of peace and camara-
derie like that to be found in 
Kirwan’s warm pub-refuge. Do 
yourself a favor and get tickets 
for yourself and your loved ones. 
The craic is mighty at Paradise 
Square! https://www.paradis-
esquaremusical.com
( a nice interview video at
Metrofocus, March 31, 2022
 Bill Nevins is an 
Albuquerque-based writer. 

bill_nevins@yahoo.com

Mary Ellen Considine 
Office 312.266.7000 

Voice Mail: 773.687.5181 
Cell: 773. 704.4250 
Efax:781.609.9527 

maryellen.considine@cbexchange.com
1910 N Clybourn Ave 
Chicago IL 60614 

https://www.paradisesquaremusical.com 
https://www.paradisesquaremusical.com 
http://www.whiskeymick.com
mailto:maryellinconsidine%40cbexchange.com?subject=
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Soaking Up
the Knowledge

Remembering early 
Schooldays in the West 

Waterford Deise
It all began on one early Sep-

tember morning in 1963 when 
I said goodbye to my Mother in 
Tircullen, and headed off to Kilwa-
termoy School in West Waterford 
for the very first time. This was 
the start of a journey of learning, 
which would culminate twenty 
years later, when I graduated from 
UCC in 1983.

I started school that day with 
Catherine Coughlan from Bally-

hamlet, and we walked there with 
her older brothers, PatRick and 
Tony. Catherine and I would walk 
home together, as we finished 
earlier, and we were the only 
ones at that time coming back 
in the direction of Ballyhamlet 
and Tircullen. Over the years as 
we journeyed back and forth, we 
would meet many people along 
the road like John Parker, John 
O’Connor, Jim and Biddy Morrison 
and Paddy Tierney, who were al-
ways interested in how we were 
getting on and also enthralled us 
with many wonderful stories.

We entered the school building 
for the first time, Catherine and I 

were separated to different sides 
of the classroom! This was a bit of 
a shock for me, as I didn’t know 
anybody else in the unfamiliar 
room on this particular morning.

On that first morning, I sat 
beside a blonde haired young boy 
with a smiling face, and he told me 
his name was Gerard Peter Geary 
from Sapperton. I was familiar 
with Sapperton as my Dad (Charlie 
Daly) worked in Maxwell’s and he 
would often let me steer the ‘Da-
vid Brown’ and ‘Nuffield’ tractors. 
From this day onwards, we sat 
together in Kilwatermoy School, 
Tallow School and in Lismore CBS. 
We remained good friends until his 
untimely passing in June 1989 at 
the much too young age of 31. It 
hit me hard at the time, and I still 
think about him with great warmth 
when his birthday and anniversary 
comes around each year. 

Mrs Neville, from Youghal, was 

the Headmistress, and our first 
Teacher was Miss Courtney. She 
was a young teacher and rode a 
Honda 50. She smelled of oranges 
in the afternoon when she would 
lean over us to keep our letters 
between the two blue lines. I also 
remember she had an accident on 
her bike at Power’s Cross, and I’m 
not sure if she returned after that. 

Mick Curley turned up at the 
school one morning to take a 
few of us to the School Dentist 
at the Dispensary in Tallow. I got 
four teeth extracted and I was in 
severe shock afterwards. It took 
me the best part of 20 years to 
visit a dentist again in Cork after 
the initial trauma. A few weeks 
later, I fell off the school wall and 
fractured my wrist, and the sling 
was just removed in time for my 
Holy Communion in 1965.

One afternoon, not long after 
we started, another young pupil 
(going in a different direction to 
us) produced a box of matches 
and set fire to the furze in the 
wood across from the school. 
When Catherine and I arrived at 
school the next morning there was 
a fairly hefty black spot where 
the furze used to be. Mrs Neville 
wasn’t too hard on us and the 
other pupil in question took the 
brunt of it that day!

On Winter mornings the open 
fire would be lit in the classroom 
to keep us warm, and on break 
times we would make toast in 
front of it, and wash it down with 
Fry’s cocoa, from the distinctive 
yellow tin. From time to time, 
we would get to go across to the 
wood (or what was left of it at this 
stage) to collect some kindling and 
twigs for the next morning.

Fr. Nugent came in to talk to 
us about the changes to the Mass 
that had been agreed during Vat-
ican 2, we hadn’t a clue what he 
was saying to us as we were too 
young to take it in. However, we 
noticed the change afterwards 
when the Mass changed from 
Latin to English, and he didn’t 
have his back to us anymore. We 
liked Fr. Nugent, who looked kind 
to our young eyes as he prepared 
us for our first Confession and 
Communion.

When we were all coming home 
at the same time, we would meet 

Davy Kelly at the top of the hill. He 
promised me sixpence if I would 
give Catherine a kiss. I wasn’t 
having any of it, but he kept the 
pressure up every time he met 
us. On this particular day, there 
was a good crowd of us going up 
the hill after school, and I spot-
ted Davy in the distance. I finally 
gave in and gave Catherine a kiss 
and Davy pushed the coin into my 
hand and closed my fingers around 
it. As I opened my fingers to the 
anticipation of the sixpence and 
everything that I was going to buy 
with it, staring back at me was a 
rusty washer! Davy had got me 
properly that day. I would remind 
him in the years afterwards that 
the sixpence was gathering inter-
est and he would have a big bill 
to pay eventually! It was all good 
fun on the roller coaster of being 
young and foolish.

Catherine and I disappeared off 
the face of the earth one Winter 
afternoon when we were walking 
home from school. A senior pupil, 
who was accompanying us home, 
had the bright idea to keep us 
inside Kilwatermoy Church, pray-
ing and lighting candles for hours 
on end, until the Church was in 
complete darkness. Catherine and 
I were getting a little worried our-
selves, not to mention hungry. Our 
parents must have been extremely 
worried, especially at a time when 
there were little or no telephones 
in our part of the parish. 

A search party was organised in 
the locality and they eventually 
found us at the bottom of the 
dark Church. Whenever I go to 
KIlwatermoy Church now, this 
memory always comes back to me 
as I look at the candleholder in the 
left hand corner. The senior pupil 
in question may have been well 
intentioned, if not a little mis-
guided. it could have been worse, 
nobody died, and everybody was 
friends again a few days later.

That was over half a century 
ago, and time seems to be slipping 
through my fingers like fine sand, 
and there is nothing I can do to 
slow it down. Blessings to all those 
lovely people who were with me 
all those years ago in Kilwatermoy 
School as we began the process of 
filling our brains with the serious 
business of learning!

 
Book your holiday party 

or catering now! 

OPEN LUNCH 
AND DINNER 

Get Lucky at Clancy’s!         
$5 Free Gaming Play OR $3 Off food order 

$10 Minimum Purchase, dine-in only 

 

Now Open! 

Clancy’s 95th 
Irish Neighborhood Tavern 

Pub menu & Pints. 5763 W 95th St Oak Lawn 

Limit one per person. Not valid with any other offer 
including $10 Mad Monday pizza special. Management 

may revoke promotion at any time.   
Must present original coupon. 

 
Clancy’s is a family friendly Irish Pub with 

great thin crust pizza, Corned beef, Pot 
roast, Fish & Chips, Shepherds Pie and of 

course our famous Pot Roast Rolls and  
Irish Spring Rolls. Please join us. 

IRISH SESSIONS AT CLANCYS 103rd 
John Williams sessions Tues, Wed, 

Friday & Sat 

Early learners session Wednesday 

http://www.eatatclancys.com
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Tailspin
 By John Armbruster
After 75 years, the story 

of the World War II 
tail gunner who fell 
four miles without a 
parachute and lived 
is finally being told.

Tailspin tells the story of 
Gene Moran, the Wisconsin 
farm boy who fought in history’s 
greatest aerial confl ict and 

survived a 
four-mile fall without 

a parachute. But after 
his capture by the Ger-
mans, his ordeal was 
just beginning.

VIROQUA, WI – For 
nearly seven decades, 
Gene Moran (above) 

kept his story to himself. Friends and 
family in his hometown of Soldiers Grove, 
Wisconsin, whispered the basics of the 
story: bomber plane tail gunner . . . shot 
down by the Nazis . . . no parachute . . 
. fell four miles, crashed into a forest, 
prisoner of war.

Enter debut author John Armbruster. 
When John, at the time a rookie social 
studies teacher, learned of Gene’s story, 
he immediately planned for classroom visits 
and lessons featuring the local war hero. 
But one of Gene’s daughters warned him, 
“We don’t go there.”

Years passed. Gene and John became 
friends but never talked about the war, 
even as family, friends, and other veterans 
urged Gene to share his story. In the end, he 

finally agreed to a book—but 
only if John wrote it.

John initially refused. 
He had a journalism de-
gree but hadn’t written 
professionally in 20 years. 
He also had his own fight 
ahead: his wife, Carmen, 
was battling Stage IV breast 
cancer. Eventually, author 
Ben Logan, a mentor to 
John, convinced him to 
take on the project before 

Gene took his story to the grave. And so, 
Tailspin began.

Tailspin is much more than an incredible 
war story. It’s a compassionate portrait 
of an aging veteran finally revealing the 
traumatic memories he kept inside for 
more than 60 years. It’s also the story of 
the author’s own trial: raising two young 
sons as he lost his wife to cancer, all while 
trying to tell Gene’s story before it was too 
late. Tailspin is a heartwarming testament 
to enduring the worst that history and life 
can deal to ordinary men and coming out 
on top.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
John Armbruster 

has taught American 
history and govern-
ment at the middle 
and high school levels 
for 29 years. Before 
becoming a teacher, 
he wrote for public radio and newspapers 
after graduating from the University of 
Wisconsin–Madison. He lives on a small 
farm outside of Viroqua, Wisconsin, in the 

heart of the Driftless Region. His late wife, 
Carmen, died in 2012 after a long fi ght 
with breast cancer. They have two sons: 
Matthew and Joseph.

He is a winner of the Disney Teaching 
Award for outstanding creativity and in-
novation (2005) 

Middle School Teacher of the Year, VFW 
Wisconsin-District 11 (2017) | Runner-Up: 
VFW State Competition.

American Legion Outstanding Educator 
Award for Vernon County, Wisconsin.
john.armbruster23@gmail.com

Tailspin is published by Ten16 Press, a 
division of Orange Hat Publishing, based 
in Waukesha, Wisconsin.

Orders for the book can be placed at 
ten16press.com/shop, johnmarmbruster.
com, amazon.com, and barnesandnoble.
com.

What a week it has 
been! First my beloved 
Bayern Munich gets elim-
inated from the Champi-
on’s League with a stun-
ning home draw against 
Villareal, yes, the same 
Villareal that currently sits in 7th place in 
La Liga! It was an embarrassment to say 
the least and it is time for Bayern Munich 
to take a long look in the mirror and make 
some big moves, starting at the very top. 
Claiming the Bundesliga title every year is 
not the great feat that the Bayern man-
agement team would want you to believe. 
Mediocrity in the Champion’s League is 
the flavor of the day now and the fans are 
getting fed up. Time will tell if effective 
changes are going to be made and whether 
or not they satisfy the huge fan base.

The next bit of distressing news I got was 
when I read an article in the Irish Examiner 
about the great Patrick Horgan, the pride of 

the Glen rovers and the County Cork Senior 
Hurling squad. The article highlighted the 
fact that Horgan will be turning 34 next 
month and although he is still at the top 
of his game and is not even speaking of 
retirement, that day will be coming sooner 
rather than later. It caused me to reflect on 
my own career or lack thereof, and really 
question how much longer I can continue to 
play. Rest assured my highest level of skill 
would still be considered far below even the 
lowest level in Ireland but I am not trying to 
win an All-Ireland Championship. I would be 
perfectly content with capturing a medal in 
Junior D at this year’s USGAA Championships 
to be contested at Gaelic Park in August. 

As I creep closer to another “milestone” 
birthday in June I know that I am closer to 
the exit than I am to the entrance so I have 
to make the most of every opportunity. At 
next year’s National finals I will probably be 
roaming the sidelines in more a coaching 
role rather than mixing it up on the pitch. 
With the youth movement and the great 
young talent Naperville Hurling has discov-
ered in the past year that last match for me 
might be sooner than I want.

The last bit of bad news I turned up re-
lates to the tools or our trade; the hurleyl. 
The Ash Dieback Disease in Ireland and 
England is expected to kill 90% of all Irish 
ash trees. This dreaded disease, caused by 
a fungus makes the ash tree useless for the 
production of hurleys. We know that the 
lifeblood of the hurler is his “ash stick”, 
made to his own specifications including 
length, weight, shape, etc. When demand 
starts to exceed supply where are we to 
turn? The first major casualty of the disease 

is Canning Hurleys going out of business. 
You guessed it, Canning Hurleys shares 
the same name as the exceptional hurler 
from County Galway, Joe Canning. It is his 
family’s business who has been making top 
notch hurleys for 11 years and due to the 
dreaded disease and insurmountable supply 
chain problems they will be forced to close 
their doors. 

The demise of ash trees will leave the 
hurling community with few options. Bam-
boo has been popping up as an alternative 
to ash and some county level hurlers seem 
to like them but as a traditionalist I will find 
it difficult to get away from ash. Synthetic 
hurleys are also quite common but that to 
me is like using an aluminum bat in major 
league baseball; it’s just not right.

Next month we can get back to some 
normalcy, the weather should be better, 
training sessions should be in full swing 
and hurling tournaments will be abundant. 
Greener pastures await us!

mailto:john.armbruster23%40gmail.com%20?subject=
http://ten16press.com/shop, johnmarmbruster.com
http://ten16press.com/shop, johnmarmbruster.com
mailto:info%40thatspecialevent.com?subject=
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meghan-lee.com

I recently spoke to my niece Mary Doyle who lives in 
Kilkenny and every time I speak with her, I feel close to 
home. I have written about all the counties, but I would 
like to review some things about Kilkenny because it’s been 
a few years. Co. Kilkenny is in the province of Leinster and 
has a population of roughly a little over 100,000. 

In sport I believe Kilkenny holds the most hurling titles 
in the country. Kilkenny hurling team is known as the 
Kilkenny cats. 

I was born in St. Luke’s hospital which is on the Freshford 
Rd. just outside Kilkenny. I went to St. Joseph’s Christian 
Brother High School, and I played hurling with them. We 
used to practice at Nowlan Pk. Many is the time that I 
put a ball on those blue roofs that are just outside the 
park behind the goal posts. My two favorite players from 
Kilkenny were Lory (Lorenzo) Meagher a goalkeeper & Sean 
Clohessy. In the 1947 All Ireland final in Croke Park Kilkenny 
& Cork were tied at 14 points each with a ½ minute to go 
when Terry (Thaddeus) Leahy was in a battle around the 
Cork goal. When out of the far side of the field was Jim 
Langton of Kilkenny, Langton sent the ball into the Cork 
square there was Leahy who lost his hurl in the battle, 
however he managed to put the ball over the bar to win 
the 1947 All Ireland for Kilkenny. 

I played hurling with Muckallee where I attended 
school. I will never forget those fond memories. Master 
Tommy Tynan was my teacher. Tynan in his day was the 
most famous hand ball player in Ireland. They put up a 
three-walled ball alley in Muckallee in his honor. Also, my 
teacher attended the funeral of Patrick Pearse’s Mother, 
which was held in Pheonix Park, Dublin. Patrick Pearse was 
one of the leaders in the 1916 Easter Rising. He was also 
an Irish teacher, barrister and writer from Dublin. 

A few years ago, I visited my son Mike who lives in Dublin. 
We went to dinner at Chicago pizza in Dublin. Mike asked 
me if I would/could move back to Ireland. I do have anoth-
er son in Ireland that lives in Mayo. It’s a tough question 
to answer because for anyone that has lived abroad for 

50 years know how much things have changed and most 
of the people you knew aren’t there or living anymore. 
Kilkenny will always be my home (but also home is where 
the heart is) Ireland is where I grew up and I still have close 
family living there, TG. I often think of my hurling days, 
O’Faolains & Lanigans, the castle and of course church 
at St. Canice’s and Ballyfoyle church. However, to move 
back at this age/stage of my life would be difficult not to 
mention the expense and exhaustion of all the new things I 
would have to learn as a million things have changed since 
I left. The Ireland in my mind lives in me I know it’s not 
around anymore. And a part of me knows that reality and 
it’s too heartbreaking to face. I like to think that Ireland 
is as I left it and go for a visit from time to time. 

A Prayer for Ukraine
God of peace and justice,
we pray for the people of Ukraine today.
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,
that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them.
We pray for those with power over war or peace,
for wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide their 
decisions.
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk 
and in fear,
that you would hold and protect them.
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
Amen

If you have any questions, please call (708) 425-7021

http://www.chicagoirishradio.com
http://www.meghan-lee.com
http://www.barringtonpub.com
https://helenmarie.ie
http://www.hibernianradio.org
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Helter Skelter
“Undue haste, confusion, or disorder” easily describes 

the pace of current events that bring news of ever-wors-
ening crises arising almost daily. By definition, that’s 
helter skelter, a name that disappointed, desperate and 
drug- addled lyricist/composer Charles Manson, who once 
lived with and pitched tunes to The Beach Boys, chose for 
his vision of an apocalyptic black vs. white race war which 
he believed it was his destiny to lead with his Death Valley 
“family”, because his role was affirmed by the Beatles 
in their White Album. But Beatle power was an illusion, 
and Charlie’s bloody race-hoax path to revolution led 
only back to prison.

Far less murderous was the race hoax dreamed by Jussie 
Smollett in 2019- white supremacist attackers roaming 
solidly Democrat downtown Chicago wearing MAGA hats- 
an idea so ludicrous that local black radio hosts cracked 
jokes about it even before two black accomplices were 
identified and questioned, admitting that Smollett hired 
them to help stage his anti-Trump “hate crime”. 

But Jussie had more than Beatle lyrics to support his 
dream. He had powerful political friends like the Obamas, 
and following his indictment by a grand jury, Cook Coun-
ty’s new State’s Attorney Kim Foxx surprisingly dropped 
all charges. It took two years of expensive legal wran-
gling before Jussie was finally found guilty and handed a 
rather mild sentence (5 months on 5 counts of disorderly 

conduct) in March by Judge James Linn, who 
admonished the arrogant gay actor: “You’re 
just a charlatan pretending to be a victim of 
a hate crime”.

But reacting to the verdict in a Chicago 
Sun-Times op-ed, Kim Foxx mocked Smollett’s 
criminal trial as “mob justice” by a politically 
motivated “kangaroo prosecution.” Smollett 

spent just six days in custody before being released 
pending appeal of his conviction that, based on confes-
sions by paid accomplices and clear video evidence of 
pre-planning, would have been a slam-dunk for most any 
other defendant.

So, the farce must play on because the leftist standard 
is “win by any means necessary”; and the left now makes 
political hay leading with the race card and spewing 
racial division once exclusive to Nation of Islam leaders. 
Labeling opponents as “racist’ and working-class whites 
as “deplorables, insurrectionists and white supremacists 
is currently the norm in Democrat politics. The drums of 
hate in America today have grown louder than Lambegs 
in Londonderry. President Biden states confidently: “ter-
rorism from white supremacy is the most lethal threat 
to the homeland today, not ISIS, not Al Qaeda- white 
supremacists.”

Arguably, a far more successful hoax was orchestrated 
following events on Monday, May 25, 2020 when a man 
passed counterfeit currency in a Minneapolis store and 
when police were called, died of an overdose after he 
allegedly “hid” evidence of drugs by ingesting them. Or 
was he murdered?

When George Floyd, a large, muscular man, was helped 
from his car, he appeared disoriented, sleepy. He slumped 
to the sidewalk. Police bodycams showed pills scattered 
in the vehicle. A few minutes later officers walked him 
across the street and placed him in a squad car. He be-
gan to thrash around, complaining of claustrophobia and 
difficulty breathing. He was let out of the squad car but 
continued struggling mightily. It took three officers to 
control him and bring him to ground. Paramedics were 
called. One officer held the panicky man down using a 
‘neck restraint’ technique detailed in the Minneapolis 
Police Department’s training manual.

A bystander’s video clip of the white officer, his knee to 
the neck of a black man on the ground pleading “I can’t 
breathe”, was the perfect icon for an anarchic leftist 
agenda. It was played for weeks repeatedly across the 
world’s tv screens, often accompanied by fiery editorials 
citing “white supremacy” and demands to “defund po-
lice”. Protests began. Police reacted with restraint. The 
following day (May 26) the four officers involved in Floyd’s 
arrest were fired by Medaria Arradondo, Minneapolis’ first 
black police chief. By Wednesday night, May 27, protests 
morphed into rioting, looting, burning, and spread to other 
cities. Thursday night rioters set the Minneapolis Police 
Department’s Third Precinct building ablaze. In that city 
alone over 1500 businesses were looted and destroyed. 
Repeated in cities nationwide the riots were the costliest 
ever in U.S. history, with nearly $2 billion in losses. 15 
people died; several seriously injured.

Derek Chauvin, the officer seen in the video with his 
knee on Floyd’s neck, was arrested Friday, May 29 and 
charged with third-degree murder and second-degree 

manslaughter. But that same day, a preliminary report 
on Floyd’s autopsy done by Minnesota’s Hennepin County 
Chief Medical Examiner Dr. Andrew Baker was released. 
It “revealed no physical findings that support a diagnosis 
of traumatic asphyxia or strangulation.” Baker was to 
officially sign that report on Monday, June 1.

As government offices closed and anarchy plagued 
the streets, attorneys for the accused officers contend 
that other important events, ones not sensationalized 
in newscasts, let alone replayed for weeks, transpired 
over the weekend. Baker allegedly received a phone call 
Friday from former Washington D.C Medical Examiner Dr. 
Roger Mitchell who testifies as “an expert on deaths that 
occur while in the custody of law enforcement”. Mitchell 
allegedly suggested that Baker “should fire his public infor-
mation officer” for issuing the preliminary autopsy report. 
He allegedly called Baker again on Sunday, telling him: 
“neck compression has to be in the diagnosis” and issuing 
a veiled threat to release an op-ed in Bezos’ Washington 
Post critical of Baker’s autopsy findings.

Also on Sunday, Governor Walz made an unusual de-
cision, appointing state Attorney General Keith Ellison 
over the County attorney in charge of the prosecutions. 
Walz said he made the decision after talking to the Floyd 
family. “They wanted the system to work for them.” Elli-
son was the first Muslim elected to Congress and the first 
African American representative from Minnesota. In 2016 
progressives backed senators Sanders and Schumer who 
wanted Ellison as chairman of the Democratic National 
Committee. Moderates opposed the nomination, citing 
Ellison’s affiliation with the Nation of Islam and his alleged 
abuse of a former girlfriend. Ellison quit Congress and ran 
for Attorney General of Minnesota. He won, supported by 
Alexander Soros, heir to his father’s fortune, who donated 
nearly half the total funds collected by an Ellison election 
committee.

The autopsy report that Baker signed Monday afternoon 
now showed that besides “fentanyl intoxication; recent 
methamphetamine use” and heart problems, “cardiopul-
monary arrest complicating law enforcement subdual, 
restraint, and neck compression” had been added. Baker 
admitted that with the amount of fentanyl in Floyd’s 
system: “If he were found dead at home alone and no 
other apparent causes, this could be acceptable to call 
an OD… That is a fatal level of fentanyl under normal 
circumstances… I am not saying this killed him.”

 Besides taking action on a dream, winning at revolu-
tions appears also to require an actively supportive media 
and liberal amounts of political cash.

As of writing, Frank James, a man who’s long been 
absorbing and spouting anti-white rhetoric: “O black 
Jesus, please kill all the whiteys… I really want to kill 
them because they’re white”, finally took action, firing 
off 33 rounds and injuring 29 Anglo, Asian and Hispanic 
men, women and children in a New York subway already 
terrorized by an increase in deranged and homeless people 
in the subways that has commuters huddling in entryways 
and hugging platform walls lest they be pushed under 
trains. According to N.Y. Police records, 461 felony assaults 
were reported on the subway system in 2021, of which 30 
involved a person being pushed onto the subway tracks.

© 2022 Michael P Morley www.irisheye.us/information 
IrishTV@att.net
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Website
Joe’s FaceBook Songwriter Page

Joe’s ian Monthly Columns

I traveled to Ireland recently 
on the same flight as Rory Makem 
(Tommy Makem’s R.I.P. Son) in 
late March. Rory was doing a 
tour of Ireland with a busload of 
people from New York, Boston, 
Chicago, etc. He is very like his 
father, full of humor and good 
craic. We chatted away at the 
airport on both sides of the At-
lantic. Then picked up our instru-
ments in Dublin and parted ways. 
Rory and his guests were heading 
for his first gig in Waterford but, 
before we parted, he said “if you 
want to come to see us in Newry, 
in the Canal Court I’ll leave tick-
ets at the door for you.” Newry is 
only about 12 miles from me so, I 
said “I would love to”. I brought 
two of my neighbors along with 

me, Eamonn and Marie. Rory was 
performing with the son of Liam 
Clancy R.I.P. Donal Clancy. I was 
blown away by their music. It 
was a journey back in time to 
the original Makem and Clancy 
Brothers. Memories came rush-
ing back and it would be almost 
impossible to tell the difference 
between fathers and sons. My 
neighbor, Marie, texted me and 
said “Joe, I can still hear the 
music going around in my head.” 
I felt the same, such a wonderful 
experience. It’s hard to explain 
the feeling of reliving the Makem 
and Clancy Brother’s experience. 
If you get a chance to see them 
together, you will be treated to a 
musical feeling that you thought 
was gone. Tommy Makem and 

Liam Clancy will never be gone 
while these 2 sons are around.

When I got back to Chicago, I 
got a message from Chloë Agnew 
(of Celtic Women) Chlöe invited 
my wife and me to the ‘Celtic 
Women Show’ at the Rosemont 
Theatre, Rosemont IL. She had 
been a part of the original show 
at the age of 15, and is now doing 
the Anniversary tour with them. 
We first met and became friends 
on Nathan Carter’s North Ameri-
can tours which I was so lucky to 
be one of the crew. Many great 
nights were spent on the tours as 
we traveled from coast to coast. 
I thoroughly enjoyed the show at 
the Rosemont and for me, Chlöe 
is most definitely the shining star. 
Her natural voice flowed through 
the theatre and won the hearts of 
everyone there. I put Chlöe in the 
same class as singer Celine Dion, 
with a great personality into the 
bargain. Wishing you continued 
success Chlöe, and I am enjoying 
watching your career blossom.

 As promised, the line-up is 
now complete for the ‘Nicky 
James Country and Irish Week-
end’ next year. Here are some 
of the entertainers that will be 
performing at the Savoy Hotel, 
in Blackpool, UK. February 24th, 
25th, and 26th - Stephen Smyth 
Band - Trevor Loughrey - Ryan 
Turner Band - John Rafferty - 
Olivia Douglas - Shaun Loughrey 
- Dave Sheriff - The Hayley’s - 
Paul Wright - Merv & Maria - Joe 
McShane. For bookings call from 
US 011 44 1553 617546 - UK 
01553 617546 - ROI 00 353 1553 
617546. Or you can email <info@
mervandmaria.com>. The price is 
just £235 for the whole weekend 

     ‘Stout John’
 © Copyright Joe McShane © Copyright Jordan Mogey

Verse 1
There’s a man called John McManus, a local violinist
He’s famous for great music and drinkin’ pints of Guinness
Since that record book began way back in 55’
He never made the pages and I always wondered why
Verse 2
One day a tractor hit poor John and sent him cross the ditch
As he sank down in the shuck, his life was at great risk
To everyone’s amazement, he came crawling through the hedge 
When a bus came round the bend and put him in the shuck again
Chorus
He fiddled and he riddled he riddled and he fiddled
And such yarns would come out of his head
He never hurt nobody he just murdered pints of Guinness 
The legend that we call Stout John McManus
Verse 3
Every day poor John was tested and he took it like a man
I forget how many times he was knocked down by the bread van
No one could ever figure out how stout John did survive 
He said it was the Guinness and the vitamins inside
Verse 4
So come on book of records, give this man a shout
The greatest man in Ireland for drinking pints of stout
After drinking 40 pints He’d be smiling like a baby 
And after 43 he’d say I feel a wee bit hazy
Bridge
Great auld craic we can’t forget a legend walked among us
You’ll go down in local history as great Stout John McManus 
Chorus
He fiddled and he riddled he riddled and he fiddled
And such yarns would come out of his head
He never hurt nobody he just murdered pints of Guinness 
The legend that we called Stout John McManus

Stay in a Manor at a price
that’s gentle on your wallet!
Gurtenard House in Beautiful Listowel, Co. Kerry 

Irish-American Owned and Maintained. Home to John B. Keane’s Pub, 
Irish Writers Week, Jimmy Deenihan! Close to Dingle, Tralee and on 

the Ring of Kerry! Call 011-353-87-348-1580 or email
kathy@gurtenardhouse.com - www.gurtenardhouse.com

and includes three nights in the 
hotel, breakfast, evening meal, 
all of the shows plus a late-night 
jam session in the bar with the 
performers on Saturday night. 
It will be a great experience for 
everyone. It’s also a way to carry 
on what my brother Nick R.I.P. 
started all those years ago.

This month’s song Jordan Mo-
gey and I wrote is a humorous 
look at two gentlemen rolled into 
one. One is a neighbor of Jordan’s 
‘John’ from Antrim, and the 
other is a neighbor of mine, ‘Mc-
Manus’ who passed away. We put 
the two stories together to make 
one song. Jordan was telling me 
about John and how he was a rare 

character, and McManus certainly 
was a rare character. I often sit 
at my local bar, Donnelly’s in Sil-
verbridge, Armagh, and we talk 
about how the craic is not quite 
the same anymore without these 
local people who would light up 
the atmosphere with their great 
humor. I don’t think they even 
realized how funny they were. All 
we can do now is mention them in 
conversation, and repeat some of 
the crazy tales about these men 
that once graced us with their 
presence. As always be good to 
one another,Joe 

  Tim Brophy, Executive 
Director of the Irish 
American Society of 
County Will, shown here 
working at the Manhattan 
Irish Fest in early March 
2022 which had a great 
turnout. 
  Next to him are the 
buttons for every year the 
fest has run.
 Tim is also a candidate 
for re-election to the post 
of Will County Treasurer.

mailto:kathy%40gurtenardhouse.com?subject=


EIRE 2022
WITH HOULI & THE CHICAGO GARDA PIPES & DRUMS
Return to Ireland with Global Irish Radio personality Mike "Houli" 
Houlihan, The Chicago Garda Pipes and Drums band, and All-Ireland 
Champion fiddler/dancer/singer Eimear Arkins for your trip of a lifetime! 
There will be plenty of shenanigans, pub crawling, and music, music, 
music. Join us!

Price$2100/Person
Land Only*

Luxury Accommodation

19th October to 27th
October 2022

Contact Brian or Emma at 
Specialized Travel Services on: 1-800-664-7474        www.special-ireland.com       emma.spillane@special-ireland.com

Land Tour Dates

3 Nights at the Kingsley Hotel, Cork
3 Nights at the Dingle Skellig Hotel, Kerry
2 Nights at Fitzpatricks Castle Hotel, Dublin

Tour Highlights
● Rock of Cashel
● Blarney Castle & Jameson Distillery Midleton
● Muckross House and Gardens
● Dingle Sheepdog Trials
● Irish Coffee
● Bunratty Castle and Folk Park
● Guinness Storehouse

*Single supplement applies

mailto:emma.spillane%40special-ireland.com?subject=
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Walking With Ghosts
Walking with Ghosts is Gabriel Byrne’s 

recently published memoir of his life and 
work. It is told episodically, interweaving 
stories across time, revealing Byrne’s 
personality through encounters he has had 
throughout his life as well as in his stage 
and film career. The book is replete with 
dialogue from those encounters coupled 
with the reflections of the actor today, now 
in his seventies. 

Byrne’s family is central to his narrative. 
His mother, a quiet strength and encourage-
ment to him, raised six children and dealt 
with a husband who was fond of tipple 
(Guinness employees had a good supply 
at their elbow). Even so, in a deeper dive 
that is typical of this book, he describes a 
moment when his mother has had it with 
the demands of carrying the family—she 
intimates that she is leaving, before quickly 
changing her mind. Years later, as a famous 
actor, her son looks back and sees that she 
too may have had unrealised ambitions to 
act. Byrne portrays his father fondly in the 
book: the Da quips, after his son lands an 
early acting role, that he did not need to 
watch it, since he could see him for free 
any day of the week. Even today, television 
audiences of a certain vintage recall Byrne’s 
emergence in Irish public consciousness 

through his role on The 
Riordans, a television se-
ries in the 1970s. From the 
first, his talent was clear. 
Byrne manages to capture 
the interiority of a role and 
display profound sensitivi-
ty in his delivery.

Writing about his time as a teenager 
in a seminary in England, Byrne relates: 
“One evening, when I returned to study 
hall from dinner, I was told to go to the 
priest’s room…The priest opened the door 
in a red dressing gown”. You do not need to 
have read The Fern’s Report, or have seen 
Spotlight, to anticipate what happens next. 
Byrne already spoke about this incident 
on ‘Conversations with Eamon Dunphy’ 
on RTÉ Radio on 21 June 2008. Back then, 
however, he held back, referring to lines 
that were crossed. In Walking with Ghosts, 
he recounts what happened in full—to the 
extent that he can. While he relates the 
sordid innuendo of the priest who sits Byrne 
on his couch, at a certain point the whole 
memory disappears: “Even years later it 
feels like the night has been concreted 
over. I’ve been picking at it with a pin ever 
since, afraid to use a jack-hammer, afraid 
of what’s buried in there”. It is striking, 
given that the memoir form is an excava-

tion of memories, to encounter a memory 
that remains so sealed off to the storyteller. 

Byrne interpolates that trauma with 
another sequence, earlier in life. The 
circumstances are that he is sent to bring 
food and drink to a group of young men 
who are working the land. When they have 
finished eating, they pick on him and the 
bullying turned sexual. Again, this recalls 
the film Spotlight, which centres on a group 
of Boston Globe journalists who broke 
the story of systemic child abuse and the 
protection of its perpetrators in Boston. As 
one outsider character in that film says: “If 
it takes a village to raise a child, it takes 
a village to abuse one”. The abuse Byrne 
suffered pervaded the culture from which 
he came, and this memoir stands as a re-
buttal to claims of ignorance about it, a fig 
leaf for Irish communities that colluded in 
children’s suffering. As a lad, Byrne heard 
stories from boys in his Walkinstown estate 
about other boys who had been dispatched 
to ‘industrial schools’ in Connemara. He 
recounts hearing about the explicit acts 
they were made to perform. 

After a spell on the Dublin stage and on 
RTÉ, Byrne was a jobber actor in London. 
That experience had a catalytic effect on 
him, as it did for other actors of his gen-
eration—Stephen Rea comes to mind. As 
with Rea, the opportunities that opened 
up in London for Byrne were bound up with 
moral and artistic constraints. Byrne grew 
weary with offers of roles to play a priest 
or an IRA man. As he said in an interview 

promoting this book: “That’s why I 
went to America—because I didn’t 
feel labelled or identified there”. 
It was the right move. 

A sequence in this book that will 
stay with many readers is of Byrne 
at the Cannes Film Festival when 

he was catapulted to superstar status after 
The Usual Suspects opened there. He has an 
attack of anxiety and exits the festival to 
stay in a hotel for days. It is a vision of the 
troubles that beset him, which he attempt-
ed to drown in alcohol. His drinking led him 
to a profound personal crisis, to blackouts 
and waking up in ignominious situations. 
Yet he faced down his alcoholism. A great 
success of this memoir is how he recounts 
his confrontations with such demons and 
the clarity with which he expresses his jour-
ney. One of his celebrated recent roles was 
in the HBO series, In Treatment, in which he 
plays a therapist; Byrne brings elements of 
the therapist’s scrutiny to bear on his own 
life in this work. 

This is Byrne’s first book but there is like-
ly more to follow. His facility for writing, 
and the fulfilment he evidently took from 
writing this memoir, suggest so. Byrne’s 
lifelong search for his own voice in acting 
roles fuses in this book with his journey 
towards finding his voice as an author. He 
writes himself as he is rather than as he 
would wish to be seen. He has the courage 
to write disjointed sentences, to write 
episodically, and to portray the ways in 
which he let people down and behaved dis-
honourably. The portrait is richer for those 
struggles and his acceptance of himself. 

This book brings the reader, by turns 
painfully and joyfully but always authen-
tically, into the mind and heart of one 
of the very finest actors Ireland has ever 
produced. 

Clare McWilliams, (green jacket) was honored recently at the 
Celtic Legal Society Luncheon.Pictured with friends and family 
(l to r): Steneil McWilliams, Nancy McWilliams, Kathleen Parker, 
Steve Parker, Clare McWilliams, Carol Anderson & Meghan Finley.

http://www.paloscountryclub.com
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Practice Areas
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Lyft and Uber Accidents

Mesothelioma

Jack Cannon
jcannon@shannonlawgroup.com

Trial Attorneys

Joseph Shannon
joseph@shannonlawgroup.com

Workers' Compensation
Personal Injury

Medical Malpractice
Insurance Bad Faith

135 South LaSalle Street, Suite 2200, Chicago, IL 60603 * 3550 Hobson Road, Suite 403, Woodridge, IL 60517

Call today for a FREE consultation
(312) 578-9501

Trucking Accidents
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Round Up
Railroad & Aviation Accidents

Running for Office?
Get Your Irish Vote!

Call or E-mail for
Discounted Rates

cliff@IrishAmericanNews.com
312-498-1337

COMING IN JUNE 
A NEW LOOK 

A BIGGER SIZE for 
Irish American News!!!!
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